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adara 
maa nai aAA sath À 
Aaaa gaa Hah ane 


King Pariksit submitted: The accounts 
of all the six Manvantaras (divisions of a 
Kalpa or day of Brahma, presided over by a 
Manu), as well as of the heroic deeds 
performed during their course by Sri Hari of 
unlimited prowess have been heard by me, 
as narrated by you. (1) 


AA waa aa maA ER: | 
WA asda AY Gewese 


a à faaraa: Yat Tareifefa str 
AAT AMPA SAHA FAT: 1B 
| have further heard from you that the 
same royal sage, Satyavrata by name, the 
then ruler of the Dravida territory (in South 
India), who attained spiritual enlightenment 
through devotion to Sri Hari (the supreme 
Person) at the end of the previous Kalpa, 
was born as Sraddhadeva, son of Vivaswan, 
the sun-god, and became Manu in the 
present Manvantara. The names of his sons, 


Wada: Che: 
AA UASA: 
Srimadbhagavata-Mahapurana 


[Book Nine] 
Discourse | 
The story of King Sudyumna, son of Vaivaswata Manu —— 


Ikswaku and other kings, told by you, have 
also been heard. (2-3) 

aot ast gery wer Saran a 
widest Terart fret yai fe A: usu 
To us, who are indeed ever eager to 
hear you, O holy Brahmana, pray! narrate 
their line as well as the doings of those 
belonging to that line, O highly blessed one! 
(4) 

a yao anya wees À 
Aai a: Yoana adat ae ARAL Y 1 
Kindly recount to us the deeds of 
valour of all those kings of sacred renown— 
those who have gone by, those who are 
ruling at present and those who will follow: 


(5) 
ga sqa 
wa wifarat wat aA ara 
ye: Wars marga: miè I § i 
Sita resumed: Thus requested by King 
Pariksit in that assembly of great exponents 


of the Vedas, the divine Suka, who was 
well-versed in the cult of Devotion (the 
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highest religion of mankind), proceeded to 
speak as follows: (6) 


AR Iara 
gaat wat ay: ureter aia 
a werd ae ab aden oN 
Sri Suka began again: Hear an account 
of the posterity of Vaivaswata Manu in its 
important aspects, O chastiser of foes! It 


cannot be narrated in extenso even in the 
course of hundreds of years. (7) 


Wa YAMA a: Gee: W: 
a uait faye RAASTA RA N 11 


During the period of final dissolution 
Lord Narayana (the supreme Person) alone, 
the inner Controller and Sustainer of all 
created beings (high and low), represented 
this universe; nothing else existed at that 
time. (8) 
TA A: TAA, Warne EURA: | 
aaa TENT AS YAGI: N 3 

From His navel sprang up the calyx of 
a golden lotus and in that calyx, O great 
king, appeared the four-faced Brahma (the 
self-born). (9) 
Tifa wa cent ayaa: | 
qaaa aA saa aaam Ae: Ul Ro Ul 

From the latter's mind came forth Marici 
and from (the loins of) Marici, again, 
appeared the sage Kasyapa. And of Kasyapa 
by Aditi, a daughter of Daksa, was born a 
son, Vivaswan, the sun-god. (10) 
aA Wy: mgla: HA ANd! 
AE SAAT N FAL A AATA 2 1 
Eele r MEAR ILGIELAS b-a era | 
aiei yai a went a fà fay: 1 g3 

Of the latter by his wife, Sarhjñā, O 
scion of Bharata, was born Śrāddhadeva, 


the Manu (presiding over the current 
Manvantara); and through his wife, Sraddha, 


the high-minded King Sraddhadeva begot 
ten sons Ikswaku, Nrga, Saryati, Dista, 
Dhrsta, Karusaka, Narisyanta, Prsadhra, 
Nabhaga and Kavi. (11-12) 


arses wat: yd afra wary fret 
faman wore, WY: 1 23 1 


In the beginning (before Ikswaku and 
others were born) the glorious and powerful 
sage Vasistha, the preceptor of the solar 
race, it is said, conducted a sacrifice in 
propitiation of the gods Mitra and Varuna* 
for the sake of a son to the Manu, who was 
yet issueless. (13) 


Wa stag TAN: Ueit great aA | 
qada uia TAAN ev II 


During that sacrificial performance the 
Manu's wife, Sraddha, who was subsisting 
on milk alone, approached the priest invoking 
the gods and reciting the Rgveda and, falling 
prostrate before him, humbly requested him 
to conduct the sacrifice in such a way as to 
ensure the birth of a daughter. (14) 
Aasai A eiea gaT: | 
Bate aaa a ae oA: 11 g4 tl 

On the oblation to be poured into the 
sacred fire having been taken in the hand, 
the Brāhmana officiating as the Hotā, who 
was thinking all the time of the request 
made by the queen and repeating the mystic 
word ‘Vasat’, propitiated the fire with a fully 
controlled mind by means of that oblation, 
as directed by the Adhwaryu. (15) 


Aaa aT eaten ATA ATA | 
ai feria na: Ure AIRS TER RA I 


Due to the aforesaid deviation made by 
the Hota, the offspring turned out to be a 
daughter, who was named as Ila. Not much 
pleased at heart so see her, the Manu 
submitted as follows to his preceptor, the 
sage Vasistha: (16) 


* The Sruti recommends the performance of a sacrifice in honour of the gods Mitra and Varuna for 


those desiring to have a son in the following words: 


‘Amao gata qa: ’. 


Dis. 1] 


* BOOK NINE + 9 


anra Rna aid ape at erT | 
farrianal ae ta ere aafaa ii go 1 
“O glorious sage, how has this ritual 
conducted by you, exponents of the Veda, 
yielded such a contrary result? Oh, what a 
pity! Such a reversal of the fruit of the Vedic 
Mantras should not have taken place. (17) 


qa nafa gra arene: | 
et: daa farada ne i 


“You are all well-versed in the (proper 
use of) the Mantras and thoroughly disciplined 
and have all your impurities burnt by 
austerities. How then could this frustration 
of your purpose be expected as untruth in 
gods which is impossible?” (18) 


Tiers seer era utara: | 
Rye m curt eee ee 1 


On hearing this question of Vaivaswata 
Manu the glorious sage Vasistha (the 
grandfather of my grandfather*) came to 
know of the deviation made by the Hota 
and replied as follows to Sraddhadeva, son 
of the sun-god. (19) 


Und dares east Sara: | 

aà maRrÀ A ASS ATAT I Ro tt 
“This frustration of your purpose has 

been brought about by the contrary intention 


of the Hotā. Yet by virtue of my own spiritual 
glory | shall confer on you the privilege of 


having a good male progeny.” (20) 
Ue aAA Us Tar A AT: | 
aiia Ea: GRATE | 22 I 


Thus resolved, O king, the glorious 
sage Vasistha of extraordinary fame, extolled 
Lord Visnu, the most ancient Person, with 
the desire of transforming llā into a male 
child. (21) 


TÀ amat gA wary RYE: | 
gaama at gA: EN: RRN 
Pleased with him, the almighty Lord 
Sri Hari bestowed on sage Vasistha the 
desired boon of manhood for Ilā. And thereby 
Ila, the daughter of Vaivaswata Manu, 
became Sudyumna, the foremost of men. 
(22) 
a Were ven aA ga aÀ 
qa: afcamenvaniea ATN 23 1 
We stat at iya TA 
dids att sr fee RX N 
Taking up a charming bow and most 
wonderful arrows and protected by an 
armour, and surrounded (accompanied) by 
a few followers, the hero Sudyumna rode 
for hunting on one occasion, O great king, 
through a forest on the back of a horse of 
the Saindhava breed (peculiar to Sindha) 


and proceeded in pursuit of a game ina 
northerly direction. (23-24) 


Sant at Aiea AANT gi 
Tart wratssedt CAAT: RATT N Ry N 
The aforesaid prince, it is said, entered 
a forest at the foot of Mount Meru, where 
Lord Rudra was carrying on (amorous) 
sports with His divine Spouse, Goddess 
Uma (Parvati). (25) 
afer nE waret ager: urate 
AFT, a aSa FTN RG N 
The moment Sudyumna, the slayer of 
hostile warriors, made his way into that 
forest, he found himself turned into a woman 


and his horse into a mare, O protector of 
human beings. (26) 


am agm: wa afgaan 
Feat ATAS ATT: ERTI 20 11 


* The pedigree of the sage Śuka has been clearly delineated in the following well-known couplet 


in praise of Vedavyasa : 


ard afasaant gran: AR, | aes eS Yaa aT 
“| bow to that repository of asceticism, the sinless Vedavyasa, the great grandson of the sage Vasistha, 
grandson of Sakti (Vasistha’s son), son of Parasara (son of Sakti) and father of Suka. 
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Similarly, all his followers felt disconcerted 
to see the transformation of their sex, and 
stared at one another. (27) 


wiara 

RAAT N: HA aA A PA: | 
WH maga Ut AEA fe T:N 

King Pariksit submitted: How could 
there be a land possessed of such a 
wonderful potency of changing the sex 
of an individual as soon as one entered it 
and by whom was it rendered such, O 
worshipful sage? Kindly answer fully this 
question of ours; for great is our curiosity 


about it. (28) 
JE IIA 

uaa AR seya YAT: 

R aaia: pia: AJITA 2S 1 
Śrī Śuka continued: Once upon a time 

sages of sacred vows repaired to that land 

of Ilāvrta in order to see Lord Siva (who 

ordinarily lives on Mount Kailasa), driving 

away darkness from the quarters by their 

superior splendour. (29) 


ay RAe Sat fararen fsa eT | 
niga ayaa eya weed 30 I 


Much abashed to see them, Goddess 
Parvati, the Mother of the universe, who 
was uncovered at that time, sprang 
immediately from the lap of Her Consort, 
Lord Siva, and put on Her raiment at 
once. (30) 


mest aAa wag Tao: | 
Lin KLOA” E E cii LES ESALELE LULES tate II 38 UI 


Observing the fond union of the divine 
Couple, engaged in amorous sports, the 
sages too withdrew from that forest and 
proceeded to the hermitage of the divine 
sages, Nara and Nārāyaņa (which is 
altogether free even from such outward 
display of sexuality, the very sight of which 
is taboo in the eyes of celibates and 
ascetics). (31) 


aa mae Aan: araa | 
Tar a: ATE à Afaa Afa 31 


Thereupon, in His eagerness to please 
His beloved Spouse (who was greatly 
disturbed in mind by having been seen 
dishabille by other males), Lord Śiva uttered 
the following words: “Whosoever male enters 
this reserve shall forthwith become a 
female.” (32) 
aa ed ai aa à yen astana fè | 
m aag aran a TAI 33 Ul 

From that time onward, indeed, males 
shun that forest. Sudyumna, for his part, 
who was now transformed into a young 
woman, roamed about from forest to forest 
in the company of her attendants (also 
likewise transformed). (33) 
AY INA A WAATA! 
if: uaga ches eae Tay A: 1 3% Ul 

Perceiving that excellent young woman 
roaming in the precincts of his hermitage, 
surrounded (accompanied) by other young 
women, the glorious god Budha (son of the 
moon-god, presiding over the planet of the 
same name, now known as Mercury) 
conceived a passion for her. (34) 


arta i ane Ay: Ag TL 

u Wea FASTA TRAST 34 II 
That pretty damsel (of charming brows) 

also, in her turn, coveted the said son of 

King Soma for her husband. And he begot 


a son, known as Pururava through her. 
(35) 


ua Sareea: GaP Ara TA: | 
we agai aoha NAT Ml 36 I 


Having thus attained the form of a woman, 
King Sudyumna, son of Vaivaswata Manu, 
remembered the sage Vasistha, the preceptor 
of his race: so have we heard. (36) 


aaa ot at Gear Hae Yeast: | 
PEP, GRA PETA! 319 II 
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Thought of by her and instantly appearing 
in person before her by dint of Yoga, the 
sage Vasistha was sore oppressed with pity 
to see that changed form of Sudyumna and 
desiring the latter's restoration to manhood, 
mentally prayed to Lord Sankara. (37) 
TRÀ a aÀ frame 
mi a aaga pda ATAA ti 32 1 

Pleased with the sage Vasistha and in 
order to secure his gratification and at the 
same time maintain the truth of His 


utterance*, Lord Sankara spoke as follows, 
O protector of the people: (38) 


TE Tar E ua ae Git aa ATS: | 
set See aan gA Sag Aer Se 1 


“Sudyumna, born in the family of your 
proteges, the solar race, shall be a male for 
one month and a female during another (by 
turns). Let him protect the earth with pleasure 
according to this arrangement.” (39) 
araia Art Hea Tet STRAT | 
UTTAR SATA ANP A WMT: 1 80 N 


11 


Having regained manhood, the object of 
his desire, (of course subject to the condition) 
by the grace of his preceptor, Sudyumna 
protected the earth as its ruler. Since, 
however, he remained in hiding out of shame 
every other month, the people did not acclaim 
him. (40) 


TAA Tat Tay aaya YAA: | 
amna ayagi AEAT: 18 I 


Three sons Utkala, Gaya and Vimala 
were born to him, O Pariksit! They became 
rulers of the southern region, the Deccan, 
and were great lovers of virtue. (41) 


aa: fora caret RomA: WH: | 
URS TAT Th YATA Ta SAA 8? N 


Then, in the ripeness of time King 
Sudyumna, the ruler of Pratisthana (the 
modern Jhusi, a town situated near the 
confluence of the holy Ganga and Yamuna, 
on the left bank of the Ganga, opposite to 
Allahabad) retired to the forest, relinquishing 
the sovereignty of the earth in favour of his 
son, Purūravā (begotten by Budha through 
his feminine form). (42) 


aft daera ATT URAC Sea TAY SHIT ARSAN: I 8 I 
Thus ends the first discourse, forming part of the story of Ila, in Book Nine of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


arg FANSAT: 
Discourse II 


The posterity of Karusa and other four sons 
of Vaivaswata Manu 


aye FAT 
wd masa AGA vida: gA 
Ware aa i AAT RN 


Sri Suka resumed: On his only son, 


Vaivaswata Manu, desirous of getting a 
son, practised asceticism on the banks of 
the Yamuna for a hundred years. (1) 


Tisserant oat | TAI 


Sudyumna, having thus left for the forest, | SeaTeEqeary Yates ey AEAT SAT I 3 1 


* Vide verse 32 above. 
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Then the said Manu worshipped the 
almighty Lord, Sri Hari, for the sake of 
progeny and got in consequence of that 
worship ten sons, resembling himself, the 
eldest being Ikswaku. (2) 


aera WA: Gat Ware WHIT Gd: | 
UAT m AA Wea AAAA: 11 3 
Of these, the Manu's son, Prsadhra, 
however, who had been made a cowherd 
by his preceptor (the sage Vasistha), tended 
cows at night, full of vigilance and keeping 
awake as a rule in a standing posture, 
sword in hand. (3) 


Weel masa ines seit yr at | 
Wart Wa sera vitae aR N X Ul 


On one occasion at night, while it was 
raining, a tiger entered the cowpen and the 
cows, that were all resting, started up and, 
full of panic, ran about in the pen. (4) 
Wet WME SAA AT SHIT VATA | 
Tee aai Sra ÀS RTEA EU & Ul 
were ae wig ffir! 
saree aut: for: EANET S I 

The powerful beast seized one of them 
and, stricken with fear, the cow uttered a 
piercing cry. Hearing that scream of the cow, 
Prsadhra, it is said, rushed forth with 
impetuosity, taking his sword, and unwittingly 
cut off the head of the red-brown cow, 
mistaking it for the tiger, in that dark night 
when the stars had totally become invisible 
due to clouds. (5-6) 
amis gqaursraon ARa: | 
framm yt sitet th ofa BARTS 9 1 

The tiger too, that had been struck with 
the end of the sword and had one of its ears 


severed, escaped from that place in extreme 
fear, dropping blood on the way. (7) 


TA et eae yee: AET 
aaia teat ay gera Pater g: Raa: uc 


Prsadhra, the slayer of hostile warriors, 


who believed the tiger to be dead, was filled 
with grief when he saw at the close of night 
the cow killed by himself. (8) 
a wena era: pART: | 
A aay: wae aon ATAT <u 
On him, even though he had 
unintentionally committed the sin (of slaying 
a cow and ought to have in the ordinary 
course been asked to undergo an expiatory 
rite), the sage Vasistha, the preceptor of his 
race, uttered the following curse: “Due to 
this sinful act you shall no longer remain 
even a vile Ksatriya, but shall become a 
Sidra outright.” (9) 
Ti TERT THU Vee Passer: | 
sama ad aie Heater Ara go tI 
Cursed by his preceptor in these words, 
the hero, Prsadhra, silently accepted the 
imprecation with joined palms and, remaining 
a lifelong celibate, observed a vow of strict 
continence, which is so dear to ascetics.(10) 


aged waft maia ASA 
taaa Wet MRAM HAYA AA: 1 R Ul 


Friendly and alike to all created beings, 
he exclusively fixed his mind through devotion 
on the supreme Lord Vasudeva, the universal 
Spirit, who is free from all blemish. (11) 


freee nda haarder a 


Having entirely given up attachment to 
all sorts of enjoyments and fully controlled 
his senses, nay, having no possession worth 
the name beyond the bare necessaries of 
life and maintaining his body by means of 
food etc., got by chance, he fixed his mind 
on the Self, and roamed about on this 
earth, tranquil of mind, sated through wisdom 
and fully composed though presenting the 
appearance of a stupid, blind or deaf 
fellow. (12-13) 
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tigd aH Meat get RT 
SMA TT WT wt AP evi 
Conducting himself in this manner and 
withdrawing to a forest one day, Prsadhra 
(who had taken a vow of strict silence) 
saw a wild fire raging. Entering it, he let 
his body consumed by it and attained 
oneness with the transcendent Absolute. 


(14) 
ofa: mim ag feet 
Aga mi we Safa 
fam A yi mài 
fàr ġamm: ut ma: gu 


Kavi, the youngest son of Vaivaswata 
Manu, who was free from all craving for the 
pleasures of sense, quitted his kingship 
as well as his kinsfolk while tender of age; 
and, installing in his mind the self-effulgent 
Supreme Person, he retired into the forest 
and entered the Supreme. (15) 


TeAm ASN: AATA: | 
smaa TTA TATE: 1 RAN 
From Karusa, another son of Vaivaswata 
Manu, the families of the Ksatriyas, known 
as the Karusas, took their descent. Devoted 
to the Brahmanas and themselves great lovers 
of righteousness, they became rulers of the 
northern regions. (16) 
ger arinya art were we fara | 
ara ag: gaara aq: gon 
From Dhrsta sprang up the Ksatriya 
clan called the Dharstas, who attained 
Brahmanhood on this very earth during their 
lifetime. Nrga’s son was Sumati and Sumati’s 
son was Bhatajyoti and from the loins of 
Bhatajyoti, Vasu was born. (17) 


wat: Winer Aaaa | 
wean ia am gA Jae ALN Ve N 
From the loins of Vasu sprang up Pratika 


and Pratika'’s son was Oghavan, who was 
the father of a son of the same name, 


Oghavan. A daughter too, Oghavati by name, 
was born of Oghavan. A certain Sudarsana 
married her. (18) 


fart aaga Asa 

TA Ngaa: Ha SHAT ATA: I RI 
Citrasena sprang up from the loins of 

Narisyanta and Rksa was the son of 

Citrasena. The son of Rksa was one 

Midhvan, of whom Kūrca was born; and 

Indrasena was the son of Kurca. (19) 


Aaaa Ta AAT BA | 

TEAM: YARRA ASETA oUt 
Again, Vitihotra was born of Indrasena, 

whose son was Satyasrava. Uruśravā was 


the son of SatyaSrava and Devadatta was 
born of Urusrava. (20) 


aAA Tari: KAA Ae: | 
wari ofa arend nA Aare: 11 22 UN 


From the loins of Devadatta sprang up 
a son, Agnivesya by name, who was no 
other than the glorious Agni, the god of 
fire. It was he who came to be known 


afterwards as the great seer Kanina or 
Jatukarnya. (21) 


wat were aAa aT 
aaaea: A aeia: syo 22 
From Agniveśya originated the race of 
the Brahmanas called the Āgniveśyāyanas 
(scions of Agnivesya), O protector of men! 
The posterity of Narisyanta has thus been 


told; now hear an account of the line of 
Dista. (22) 
mÀ Resa: orton Ayaa ara: | 
UT: gee areata 23 
Dista’s son Nabhaga, who is other than 
the one going to be mentioned hereafter, 
was degraded to the position of a Vaiśya on 
the ground of his pursuits such as agriculture 


etc. His son was Bhalandana, of whom 
Vatsapriti was born. (23) 


amà: Yr: Wingert watt fag: | 
Tatra: mereng sA fafa: 11 2 1 
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Vatsapriti’s son was Prarhsu; the learned 
remember his son as Pramati. Of Pramati 
Khanitra was born; from the loins of Khanitra 
sprang up Caksusa and from Caksusa, 
VivirnSati. (24) 
fated ws: aR ne: | 
SE HEN Testers FT By 1 


VivirnSati's son was Rambha, whose 
son was the virtuous Khaninetra. And 
Karandhama, O great king, was the son of 
the last-named, O protector of human beings. 

(25) 
Te Gat aes HEAT | 
Hadisa d à nera: aA: I 2G 1 

His son was Aviksit, whose son, Marutta, 

became an emperor, the same Marutta whom 


the great Yogi Sarnvarta, son of the sage 
Angira, helped to perform a sacrifice. (26) 


HETE GM AN A ANAA RIEA | 
qi uni ara aa arara AT RON 


No sacrificial performance of anyone 
else was so grand as that of Marutta. Every 
utensil etc., was actually of gold and whatever 


else there was in his sacrifice was 
commendable. (27) 
amaka: ar afroa: | 


Ted: Uae fayda: ATA: Ul Re I 
In that sacrifice Indra, the ruler of the 
gods, felt inebriated by draughts of the Soma 
juice and the Brahmanas were sated with 
gifts of money. The forty-nine Maruts (wind- 
gods) performed the duty of serving up food 
to the invitees, while the class of gods 
known as the ViSwedevas actually took 
part in the deliberations of the assemblies. 
(28) 


Wedel Sa: pee Tera: | 
Bef wae AAA AT: TA VV 


Dama was the son of Marutta and 
Rajyavardhana, of the former. Sudhrti was 
born as the son of Rajyavardhana and the 


son of Sudhrti was Nara, also called 
Saudhrteya, son of Sudhrti. (29) 
TR: Ha STA Aa: | 
marena set gaga: 1 30 1 
His son was Kevala, of whom 
Bandhuman was born; and from the loins of 
the latter sprang up Vegavan. His son was 


Bandhu, of whom the famous King Trnabindu 
was born. (30) 
a Aea tat AA 
SUA Aa: UAT: HAM Sasa 3? Ul 
A heavenly damsel, Alambusa, the 
foremost of celestial nymphs, chose for her 
husband Trnabindu, who was a repository 
of qualities worth acquiring. From their union 
were born a number of sons as well as a 
girl, Idavida by name. (31) 
aenga fasta ad AA! 
wera feat mgaya, fia: 1 321 
Through her the sage ViSrava begot a 
son in the person of the god Kubera (the 
lord and bestower of riches) after receiving 
the highest knowledge of the Self or of 
Brahma from his father, the sage Pulastya, 
a mind-born son of Brahma and a master of 
Yoga. (32) 


fae: YTS PATS AGM: | 
fame dyra ToT Soret Pià gI 33 
Viśāla, Sunyabandhu and Dhumraketu 
were the sons of Trnabindu. Of these, Visala, 
who became a king and continued the 
ancestral line, built the famous city of 
Vaisali. (33) 
RAT: AAT OTA AAT: | 
AMAT HAMEL MIG: HAGA: 1 3% 
Hemacandra was the son of Visala and 
Dhimraksa, the son of Hemacandra. And 
of Dhumraksa’s son, Sarhyama, was born 
Krśāśwa alongwith his younger brother, 
Devaja. (34) 


pa Asy Asya | 
aT yerani fet Aya TA: 1 34 1 
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From the loins of Krsaswa sprang up 
Somadatta, who, having propitiated the 
supreme Person, the Lord, Bestower of the 
fruit of sacrifices, through a number of horse- 
sacrifices and depending on the Lord, the 
Master of all Yogas, attained the highest 
goal, viz., the divine state. (35) 


diver RA sacra: | 
Ua Amane RAAR: N 3A N 


Sumati was the son of Somadatta and 
Sumati’s son was Janamejaya. These were 
the kings born in the line of Visala, who 
preserved the glory of Trnabindu. (36) 


sta Maea merger ween GRIN TITR RSAT: M 2 I 
Thus ends the second discourse, in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa Samhita. 


SIT JANSATTA: 
Discourse Ill 


The story of the sage Cyavana and his wife Sukanya; 
the posterity of King Saryati 


Aye saa 
yamaha ust afers: U aya FI 
at at afgrat ast faang aT gi 


Sri Suka resumed: King Saryati, another 
son of Vaivaswata Manu, they say, was 
a master of the highest Truth, forming the 
subject-matter of the Vedas. It was he who 
authoritatively advised the ritualistic course 
of the second day at the sacrifice performed 
by the scions of the sage Angira. (1) 
RAT A TEA HAM HATA | 
wat mi amA APTS STAN R I 

His daughter, Sukanyā by name, had 
eyes beautiful as a pair of lotuses. Gone to 
the forest one day with that girl, indeed, he 
happened to visit the hermitage of the sage 
Cyavana. (2) 


madi: uaa araa R a | 
aeiecd gA Geld ga ARAN 30 
While remarking the trees in a 
grove of the hermitage, accompanied by 
her girl companions, she perceived in the 
hole of an ant-hill a pair of bright things 


(3) 


like two fire-flies. 
A dachfear aren Aa Svea À 
aera geag Ad aE ¥ Il 


Impelled by destiny, the girl in her childish 
innocence actually pricked the two bright 
things with a thorn and lo! a good deal of 
blood flowed from them. (4) 


pas a Atari a aad | 
miem Geary fateritsmetg Y 1 


That very moment there ensued on this 
side the obstruction of stool and urine among 
the troops that had escorted the king to 
that place. Astonished to discover this 
phenomenon the royal sage spoke to his 
men as follows: (5) 
aang a gR frae 
arb safe Teter pART II & I 

“Has any injury been wrought by you to 
the sage Cyavana (son of Bhrgu)? Obviously 
someone amongst us has performed an 
egregious act on the premises of the ASrama 
violating its sanctity, causing annoyance to 
the Rsi. (6) 
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Gan we frat star fafsaq at war 
2 tat seat FRA qed A N 9 11 


Seized with fear, Sukanya (Saryati's 
daughter) submitted to her father, “Something 
wrong has been done by me. Ignorant as | 
was, two bright things have certainly been 
Pierced by me with a thorn.” (7) 


gige aa: spat sraifastvareaa: | 
aM meaa aciterafed wen 
Fear having been roused in him, on 
hearing that report (confession of his 
daughter), King Saryati gradually propitiated 
the sage buried underneath an ant-hill. (8) 
ciksi L IRID rere, afeat WA: 
PTH AAA Ut WaT TATE: Uugsil 
Coming to know (from the drift of the 
sage’s talk) of the latter's mind, the king 
gave away the hand of his daughter to the 
sage. Saved from the scrape thereby, he 
begged leave of the sage and returned to 
his capital more cautious than before. (9) 
Fea wat wer ult aA 
Aaa ferret agafa: 1 go N 
Having obtained the most irascible sage 
Cyavana for her husband, Princess Sukanyā, 
who had come to know his mind, and was 
very careful too, tried to please him with her 
services. (10) 


FAR Aa TA MANAT | 
at quitter ware aat À aiya nee i 


After the lapse of some time hence, the 
two Agwinikumaras (the celestial physicians) 
called at his hermitage. Receiving them 
with respect, the sage submitted, “Capable 
as you are, pray, bestow youth on me. 


(11) 

Te TAA Gre ae TA: | 
fraai À aA wa a adit 2211 
“I shall bear you both a cup of that juice, 


even though | know you are not entitled to 
a potation of the Soma juice in a sacrifice. 


Be pleased, therefore, to make my age and 
exterior such as may be coveted by young 
women.” (12) 


aeiaai = fern 
Preset waren ee faafaa ni 23 


Gladly accepting his prayer with the 
word “Amen” the two foremost physicians 
of the gods said to the Brahmana, sage 
Cyavana: “Plunge you into this pool created 
by the Siddhas.” (13) 


yara ST mA cap AAT: | 
Be wateratsteavat aciraferafatar: 11 8 1 


Cyavana, whose body was stricken with 
old age and who was covered all over with 
protuberant veins, nay, who was forbidding 
on account of his wrinkles and grey hair, 
was made to enter the pool by the twin 
ASwinikumaras, after they had spoken in 
these words. (14) 


yaa seen afar: | 
WAST: peA AAT: TATA: tl V4 Il 
Presently there emerged from the pool 
three very lovely males of like appearance, 
captivating to women, adorned with wreaths 
of lotuses and ear-rings of gold and finely 
dressed. (15) 


am Prites ama weary Gaara: | 
sara Ufa Great aa yoi sat Ve N 


Finding them possessed of similar forms 
and a lustre resembling that of the sun, and 
failing to recognize her husband, that virtuous 
lady, Sukanya, of charming limbs sought 
the two Aswins as her refuge i.e., invoked 
their help in distinguishing her husband by 
making him standing apart. (16) 


aiia oft aA aAa A 
ira aA fafa RS 


Pleased with her vow of fidelity, the two 
gods showed to her her husband and, taking 
leave of the sage, returned by their aerial 
car to heaven. (17) 
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wary sites arerata (R ) 
Childly pranks of Lord Sri Krsna (A) 


Childly pranks of Lord Sri Krsna (B) 


The release of kings from the prison of Jarasandha 


Battle with Salva 


TAA ait AGAR sare 


Liberation of Dantavaktra and Vidūratha 


Restoration of dead sons of Devaki 


Curse for the annihilation of Yadu dynasty 


a 
3 
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AETS A RATE TTA: | 
ai Rg ured qed giad ec ii 
Intending to perform a sacrifice, King 
Saryati visited the hermitage of the sage 
Cyavana (once more) some time afterwards 
and saw by the side of her daughter, 


Sukanya, a male possessing the effulgence 
of the sun. (18) 


wat gett we Hawai | 
SAAS RAAT FaN ge tl 


When she bowed at his feet, the king, 
who was not much pleased at heart, as it 
were, to see her and did not pronounce 
on her, in return for her salutation, his 
benedictions either, reproached his daughter 
in the following pungent words: (19) 
fami a fate uaa 

Vets cere gA: | 
w a Weed 
fae m ÀSTA RO N 

“What is it that you intended to achieve, 
O vile lass by this unworthy behaviour of 
yours? Your husband, a sage adored by the 
whole world, has been betrayed by you in 
that, having deserted him, stricken as he is 
with old age and, therefore, not liked by you, 
you wait upon this vagabond as a lover! (20) 


faa iya TAAT: N RR UI 


“How has your reason embraced a 
wrong conclusion in that bereft of all shame, 
you have taken it into your head to harbour 
a paramour? This is indeed a stain on your 
family, O girl of noble pedigree! By this 
reprehensible conduct of yours you will surely 
hurl the family of your father as well as that 
of your husband into hell.” (21) 
wa gari frat maa NaRa | 
3a ma mA AAT EA: RR 
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To the father, who was talking in this 
strain, that girl of innocent smiles smilingly 
replied, “Dear father, he is no other than 
your son-in-law, the delight of the sage 
Bhrgu.” (22) 
were fast aq ae cara | 
aia: oiea REAA i 23 II 

She then related to her father the whole 
story—the way in which her husband had 
regained his youth and acquired a charming 
appearance. Astonished and supremely 
gratified at this, the king lovingly hugged his 
daughter. (23) 
ara arse dit we ares ATE! 
aAA RAA: FAT ATA RY Il 


The sage Cyavana then enabled the 
heroic king Saryati to propitiate the Lord 
through a Soma sacrifice and by dint of his 
ascetic power bore a cup of the Soma juice 
to the two Aswinikumaras, even though 
they were not entitled to drink it. (24) 
wt wet ad Amaga: 

Was TMT Use APTA: 1 Rh I 

Full of indignation, Indra, who gets 
enraged in no time, took up his thunderbolt 
to kill the sage. But Cyavana, son of the 
sage Bhrgu, paralyzed the arm of Indra, 
holding the thunderbolt. (25) 


arate: Fa Te aes aver: | 
fussnfafa aq ya argent afeepat it 26 11 
From that time onward all the gods and 
others consented to a cup of the Soma 
juice being given to the two Aświns, who 
being physicians had heretofore been 
precluded from a share in the offerings of 
Soma juice. (26) 
smak yà sft zai 
yaaa Yar state Laas tat 9 N 
Uttanabarhi, Anarta and Bhirisena these 
were the three sons of Saryati; from the 
loins of Anarta sprang up Revata. (27) 
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Asa TAS at faata pA 
aRts yg faamaaa RET tl 22 1 


Having built a city called Kuśasthali 
(Dwārakā), in the heart of the ocean, and 
ensconced in it, the latter ruled the Anarta 
(the modern Gujarat) and other territories, 
O subduer of enemies! (28) 


qa pi wa HeEersyr! 
agi tact Hat aTa AN TA: 11 2S 1 
aaa uu aeann 
SAGA TTS RASAT: AOT Bo N 
A hundred excellent sons, of whom 
Kakudmi was the eldest, were born of 
Revata. Taking his daughter, Revati with 
him, Kakudmi went to Brahmaloka (the 
highest heaven), which is uncovered by the 
sheaths of Rajas (passion) and Tamas 
(ignorance), in order to ask Brahma (the 
highest ruler of this material world) about a 
suitable match for the girl. However, as 
music was going on there, Kakudmi failed 
to get an opportune moment to broach the 
matter and tarried a while. (29-30) 
aa amea AT ATA 
Ta aA TAM WEA JATA T BR I 
At the end of the performance he bowed 
low to Brahmā (the first created being) and 
spoke out his mind to the latter. Hearing 
his submission, the glorious Brahmā (the 
creator) heartily laughed and spoke to him 
as follows: (31) 


À LAEE carer ete À pa: | 
qig A a A ÈN 3? 1 


“Oh, dear king, whoever might have 
been thought of by you when you placed 
your foot here have all been swept off by 
Time. We hear no more even of the races 


of their sons, grandsons and great grandsons. 
(32) 


mAsa RAA: | 
Aa Wes agai aA METETA: N 33N 
“Time computed at the figure of thrice 
nine (twenty-seven) revolutions of all the 
four Yugas (Satya, Tretā, Dwāpara and 
Kali) has since rolled by. Therefore, go; 
there is now the mighty Baladeva, a part 
manifestation of the Supreme Deity. (33) 


anes Ta Aes Safe A: 1 
Yat mama TAT, YATE: 1 3% Il 
aada frais goara: | 
goesa Ja: AATA: | 
ats yara ag aa RAA: 1 34 I 


“Give away this jewel of a girl, O 
Kakudmi, to that jewel among men. For 
removing the burden of the earth, the 
almighty Lord, the Protector of created beings, 
the very hearing and chanting of whose 
glories and names is sanctifying, has 
Himself descended on earth alongwith His 
aforesaid part manifestation, Lord Balarama.” 
Thus instructed by and bowing to Brahma 
(the birthless one), the king Kakudmi 
returned to his capital, KuSasthali, deserted 
already for fear of Yaksas by his brothers, 
staying here and there in various quarters. 

(34-35) 


qi mamang aera ARAA | 
agate WaT WaT Aa TATATA 36 I 
Giving away his daughter, Revati of 
faultless limbs to the powerful Balarama, 
the king retired to the hermitage of the 
divine sage Narayana, known by the name 
of Badarikagrama, in order to practise 
austerities. (36) 


sta Garena TIÒ meen GR TITRA FAAS ATA: I! 3 I 
Thus ends the third discourse, in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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AA qa sear: 
Discourse IV 
The stories of Nabhaga and King Ambarisa 


unusually long period as a religious student 
his elder brothers assigned the maintenance 
of their aged father Nabhaga for his share 
of the ancestral property, which they had 
already divided among themselves, leaving 
nothing for Nabhaga, who they thought would 
remain a lifelong celibate. (1) 
asg fh wat ase frat aa 
wat amaaa Wares ATRAN: N? N 
“Brothers, what have you set apart for 
me?” he said. “We hereby allot our father to 
you,” they replied. Nābhāga then approached 
his father and said, “The elder brothers 
have given you as my share, O dear father !” 
“Pay no heed to their word, dear child !” he 
replied. (2) 
sa oferta: aaaradser YATA: | 
wes egee: wa Fahad Hao 3 
“These neighbouring Brahmanas, scions 
of the sage Angira, are performing at present 
a big sacrifice. Coming, however, to the 


ritualistic course for every sixth day, the 
wise ones commit errors in that course, my 


learned son ! (3) 
tied vies yh à avada we: | 
a mi oad mRNA: vi 
raha asa ary es aa A Haar] AAT! 


wet cra aq: cert a aaah y 


“Teach those noble souls a couple of 
Suktas (hymns) in propitiation of the gods 
called the Viswedevas. While ascending to 
heaven on the completion of the sacrifice 
they will bestow on you all their wealth that 
may be left after the sacrifice. Therefore, 
approach them.” Then he did in the same 
way as he was told and the said Brahmanas 
rose to heaven having bestowed on him 
whatever was left after the sacrifice. (4-5) 
dated Saher yes: pores: | 
Tari We ae ARUN 

Coming up from the north, a certain 
dark-looking person, who was no other than 
Rudra, the god of destruction, said to 
Nabhaga while he was about to appropriate 


that wealth, “All this wealth left on the 
sacrificial grounds is mine.” (6) 


AAAA aff m maa: 
wari a frat wet: gears frat aa ii 6 1 
Nabhaga (the scion of Vaivaswata Manu) 
thereupon returned: “This is mine, inasmuch 
as it has been vouchsafed to me by the 
Sages, who performed this sacrifice.” “Let 
our question be referred to your father !” 
Rudra rejoined. Nabhaga approached and 
asked his father Nabhaga accordingly. (7) 
wag aiioe: sata 
afani aa: adnie N 
Nabhaga said, “At some sacrifice, 
performed of yore by Daksa, a lord of created 
beings, the sages determined everything 
left on the sacrificial grounds as a share 


meant for Rudra; hence that god deserves 
all that wealth.”* (8) 


Ware Worse cast feet are | 
sere À fret saa wai ware <u 


* The Sruti also says: ‘Se@aorunt & wz:'1 
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Returning and bowing low to Rudra, 
Nabhaga said, “The wealth left on the 
sacrificial grounds is undoubtedly yours, O 
lord: so says my father, O holy one! With 
my head bent low, therefore, | pray for Your 
grace (apologize to You).” (9) 
aq a aaa ert a a ae WTS | 
sare à Wag AA We AAAI oll 

“Since your father’, replied Rudra, “has 
spoken whatis right and you too have uttered 
the truth, | hereby impart to you, the seer of 
Vedic Mantras, knowledge which is the same 
as the eternal Brahma, the Absolute. (10) 
yet fai ad wat utter! 
garara SA STAM ATA: N BF I 

“Please also accept for your subsistence 
the wealth left after the sacrifice as a gift 


from Me.” Saying so, Lord Rudra, who is so 
fond of truth, disappeared. (11) 


a a Pa Wa: Gls AAEM: | 
madah maA What a AMSS: 122 


He who with a fully concentrated mind 
reverently remembers (mentally repeats) this 
story both morning and evening, becomes a 
learned man as well as a knower of the 
meaning of Vedic Mantras and attains his 
goal in the shape of final beatitude or God- 
Realization. (12) 


WATTS YAP Tad: p 
areas aas d a ufea: Farag 23 N 
From the loins of Nābhāga sprang up 
Ambarisa, an eminent devotee of the Lord 
and highly virtuous too, on whom even the 
punishment in the form of the magical fire 
known as the Krtya, inflicted by a Brahmana, 
the sage Durvasa, a punishment that was 
not frustrated anywhere before, had no 
effect. (13) 


miaa 
maaa a iA: | 
q myg aa Aiat aerva gA: | 2% Il 


King Pariksit submitted: | long to hear 
the story of that royal sage, so full of 
wisdom, against whom the scourge fully 
released by a Brahmana, which is so difficult 
to avert, did not prove effectual. (14) 

MYR TAI 
areata warm: waged? we 
aera a fart cree favre age Ufa N 4 II 
Asige Gat ae aq aoe 
fag favatrator cat farsa aa Fart 25 UI 

Sri Suka replied: Having inherited the 
dominion of the entire globe with its seven 
divisions (Dwipas) and alongwith it, an 
inexhaustible store of wealth and unequalled 
power and luxuries, the highly blessed 
Ambarisa regarded all that as equal in value 
to (no more valuable than) objects seen in 
a dream even though it was most difficult to 
attain in the eyes of men of the world, 
knowing as he did the perishableness of all 
wealth, through which man falls a prey to 
infatuation. (15-16) 


aged wala Tame a Arey! 

Wa are Ut faye AAS cia BATT V9 Ul 
He had attained that supreme devotion 

to Lord Vasudeva and His pious devotees 

by virtue of which all this untold wealth was 

regarded by him as no better than a clod of 

earth. (17) 


aft aaea AÀ Il g Il 

He fixed his mind exclusively on the lotus- 
feet of Lord Visnu, the Enchanter of all; he 
employed his eloquence in recounting the 
virtues of Lord Vaikuntha, his hands in 
sweeping the temple of Sri Hari and so on, 
and his auditory sense in hearing the excellent 
stories of the immortal Lord. (18) 

qù 


apaga 
ayama sgag O 


Dis. 4] 
wt 84 dane 
siren wat afte 


He employed his eyes in seeing the 
idols and temples of Lord Sri Krsna, the 
Bestower of Liberation, and his tactile sense 
(pervading all the parts of his body) in 
touching the limbs of His servants/devotees; 
he devoted his olfactory sense to the 
fragrance of the blessed Tulasi leaves derived 
from the contact of His lotus-feet and his 
sense of taste to the food etc., offered to 
Him. (19) 
wet = oe: array 
fret Mamae 
FH a ae aq amare 

aAA A: 1 201 


Nay, he employed his feet in repairing 
on foot to the tracts of land (Mathura and 
SO on) consecrated to Sri Hari and his head 
in bowing to the feet of Lord Visnu, the 
Controller of our senses, and coveted the 
offerings, such as wreaths of flowers, sandal- 
Paste, scents and dainties, made to the 
Lord not with a desire to gratify his senses, 
but with a view to attaining His service as a 
token of His grace. And he did all this 
merely in order that attachment may be 
conceived in his mind for the servants/ 
devotees of Lord Visnu, enjoying excellent 
renown. (20) 


we aT PÉR: 
ursa maata 
watered faaarii 
asama: MMA FRI 
Thus resigning from day to day all his 
round of duties to the supreme Lord, who is 
above all sense-perception and whose 
worship excels all other sacred observances, 


and practising devotion to Him with his 
entire being, he ruled the earth, it is said, as 
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instructed by Brāhmaņas (like the sage 
Vasiştha) devoted to Him. (21) 


Aisya raiyat 
maayaaa: | 
aidara- 
daane AR RR 


He propitiated the almighty Lord presiding 
over sacrifices through a number of horse- 
sacrifices conducted by Vasistha, Asita, 
Gautama and other sages in a desert land 
facing the stream of the Saraswati river, 
sacrifices that had all their limbs as well as 
sacrificial fees paid to the priests and other 


Brahmanas, supplemented by abundant 
riches. (22) 


TA K Matt: Ween Ra SAT: | 
qanra A agra Fanaa: 11 23 1 
In his sacrifices the superintending priests 
as well as the priests officiating at the 
sacrifice and other men assembled there, 
who were all richly dressed and adorned 
too and were gazing with unwinking eyes* 


in wonder, looked alike in appearance with 
the gods present there. (23) 


want a m a nf: | 
paea ARAE x 1 


Even the celestial region, beloved of 
immortals, was never solicited by his men, 
much less by the king himself, who constantly 
heard and chanted the stories of Lord Visnu 
of excellent renown. (24) 


mga a HMM: Tanah a: | 
get aft feet aap fe apa: N 241 
Nay, pleasures of sense which were not 
easily attainable even to the Siddhas (a 
class of demigods endowed with mystic 
powers from their very birth) did not delight 
the aforesaid men who always perceived 
Lord Mukunda in their heart, eclipsed as 


* The gods too are believed to possess eyes which never wink. 
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they were by the bliss of Self-Realization 
enjoyed by them. (25) 
a gai una ma ofa: 1 
maio aft Wor Aer Raoi I RE I 
Thus propitiating Sri Hari through the 
practice of Devotion coupled with asceticism, 


as well as through the performance of his 
sacred duties, the aforesaid king gradually 


gave up all attachments. (26) 

RI MT Ty Ty 
fganercratsairy | 

WIAA Me 
TAS ea a RON 


With respect to his houses, wife, children 
and other relations, excellent elephants, 
chariots, horses and foot-soldiers, 
inexhaustible store of jewels, ornaments 
and weapons etc., as well as regarding his 
endless treasuries he developed the notion 
that they were all unreal. (27) 


men agyak wertavaraer| 
Tarau Ura YARRA 2 A 
Pleased with his exclusive devotion 
and love, Śrī Hari delivered to him His 
own discus, ‘Sudarśana’, the terror of His 
adversaries and the protector of his servants/ 
devotees. (28) 


anma: poi afge AAT | 
aw: aia at cent grevitaary il R Ul 


Intending to please the all-enchanting 
Lord Visnu, the heroic king Ambarisa 
undertook in right earnest, alongwith his 
wife, who had a similar disposition, a vow to 
fast on every Dwadasi (the twelfth day of 
either fortnight of a lunar month) for a 
whole year.’ (29) 


ard mah arte fart aAA: | 
Fe: ether a ee AAAS 3o N 
On one Dwadasi day (the day following 
the fast) during the month of Kartika, the 
king, who had duly fasted for three previous 
nights? and bathed in the river Kalindi 
(Yamuna), worshipped Sri Hari in the sacred 
forest of Madhuvana (on the site of which 
was built the city of Mathura later on). (30) 


ATA yeaa yay | 
amiga verry Agata aici: 1132 
Having bathed Lord Visnu (the Ruler 
even of Brahma and Siva) according to the 
procedure laid down in the scriptures for a 
royal bath, requiring a rich variety of 
accessories such as sandal-paste and flowers 
for scenting the water with, he worshipped 
Him with his mind absorbed in Him by 
offering raiment and ornaments as well as 
sandal-paste, flowers, water for washing 
the hands with and other articles of worship, 
and similarly honoured with reverence the 
highly blessed (devoted) Brahmanas 
even though they had all their objects 
accomplished (and thus did not seek any 
honour). (31-32) 
Tat sami WATS AUT FATT | 
PORUIGCCILC Riot N33 
mena areata eq earths we! 
Aaaa EAs east Tora 3% Il 
Tera: NATAR | 
qa adaa: rare Tater aTa 3A l 


He then gifted to pious Brāhmaņas and 
sent to their houses sixty crores of cows 


1. Although every Vaisnava or votary of the Lord Visnu is enjoined to fast on the eleventh day of either 
fortnight of each lunar month throughout his life, Ambarisa obviously took this vow for a period of one year 
only and that too in Madhuvana in order to impress on the people the advisability of fasting on this day. 

2. Anyone observing a fast on the Ekadasi day is expected to have one meal only on the preceding 
as well as on the the following day and to observe a total fast, abstaining from all food and drink including 
water, on the Ekadadi. It is in this sense alone that King Ambarisa should be taken to have fasted on three 


consecutive nights. 
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endowed with abundant milk, good 
disposition, young age and a good 
appearance and accompanied by their calves 
and necessary appendages (which are 
usually given alongwith a cow, such as a 
vessel for holding milk while milking a cow) 
and which had their horns plated with gold 
and hoofs with silver and were covered with 
excellent pieces of cloth. He first gave the 
Brahmanas delicious and most excellent 
food to eat and, permitted by them, when 
they had received all their desired objects 
(such as presents of money), he set about 
concluding the fast by taking his meal. That 
very moment there appeared before him 
an unexpected guest in the person of no 
less a personage than the glorious sage 
Durvasa. (33—35) 


amaa ga: weri: | 
amsaa MATA: 1 3N 
Putting off his meal, the king honoured 
the newcomer by rising from his seat, 
offering a high seat and other articles of 
worship and, bowing at his feet, prayed to 
him to dine. (36) 


Wirral a aaea aiaga TA: | 
Paa aea Ae aA WH It Be Ut 
Having gladly accepted his prayer, the 
sage went out to finish his routine work (for 
midday, viz., bathing and devotions) and, 
fixing his mind on the Infinite, plunged into 
the sacred water of the Kalindi for a bath. 
(37) 

agatatafererat grevat unui A 
Reame i agag ui 3c 
Since only half a Muhūrta (or twenty- 
four minutes) was left of the twelfth day 
(and it was necessary to conclude the fast 
during the hours of the Dwadaési itself), 
Ambarisa, who knew what was right, 
began to deliberate with the Brahmanas 
on the question of concluding the fast in 


the face of such a moral crisis (conflict of 
duties). (38) 


Menta stat grevat AUNT | 
BA Hea AT À YAS A A At PVA BF 1 


He said: “Since there is sin in showing 
disrespect to a Brahmana (by inviting him 
to dine in the first instance and then taking 
one’s meal before feeding him) and there 
is also sin in not concluding one’s fast 
for the Ekadasi day within the hours of 
the following Dwadaéi, pray, tell me a course 
of action consequent upon which good 
may betide me and sin may not touch me.” 

(39) 
aan aera BRA AIOT I 
wga fear ai Ayre at ATM Xo n 

(Then, arriving at a conclusion in 
consultation with the Brahmanas, he said to 
himself,) ‘Since to take water, so declare 
the Brahmanas, is as good as taking food 
for the purpose of breaking one’s fast and 
at the same time it is no eating, hence | 
shall break my fast with water alone.’* (40) 


FAN: HIYA TARPS TAT | 
years peers arma wel 
Having thus taken water and 


contemplating on the immortal Lord with his 
mind, that royal sage Ambarisa only awaited, 
O jewel of the Kurus, the return of the 
Brahmana, the sage Durvasa. (41) 


Sater AAPM Parayas ATA: | 
Taree Far Afi frau seu 


Having gone through his midday routine, 
the sage Durvasa too returned in the 
meanwhile from the bank of the Yamuna 
and, even when greeted by the king, came 
to know of his act of drinking water by 
intuition. (42) 


TT Wace YAGA: | 
ayaa Yi Paros It YF I 


* The Sruti also says: ‘sratsyarfa aAa Faraone’ 
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With all his limbs shaking through rage 
and with a face looking curved due to a 
frown, the sage, who was feeling extremely 
hungry too, spoke as follows to the emperor, 
who stood with joined palms before the 
sage: (43) 
wa ae ies Brees wad 
mtaa aAA TA: xx N 
À amama a ai 
BETA aA AEA SHA RAN I 4 I 

“Oh, look at the violation of Dharma (the 
principles of righteousness) on the part of 
this cruel monarch, intoxicated with fortune 
and lacking in devotion to Lord Visnu, and 
looking upon himself as all-powerful, in that 
having invited me, arrived at his door as a 
newcomer, to accept his hospitality, has 
broken his fast without offering food to me ! 
Turning to the king himself, | shall forthwith 
show you as such the consequence of your 
unrighteous act.” (44-45) 
Ua Fat Sepa Bet MaA: | 
T E AÀ ae Great SATA N EU 

Speaking thus and pulling a matted lock 
from his head, the sage, who was inflamed 
with anger, created by means of it a female 
evil spirit, Krtya, akin to the fire seen at the 
time of universal dissolution, in order to get 
rid of Ambarisa. (46) 


aad vacated Tat yay! 
quad aAA A Wee TATAA: tl Yo Il 


Though clearly perceiving her overhead, 
emitting flames and rushing towards him, 
sword in hand, making the earth quake 
under her feet, the emperor did not stir from 
his place. (47) 
Wiest yenaat YEA weer! 
tele Heat at ah paea uah: |i ¥2 N 

Already* told off by Lord Visnu (the 
supreme Person), the universal Spirit, 
for the protection of His devotee, King 


Ambarisa, the discus ‘SudarSana’ burnt the 
aforesaid Krtya even as fire would burn an 
angry serpent. (48) 


vefumagdies tara a RA 
gaim aga sitar fag moaia i xe 1 


Frightened to see over his head the 
discus rushing towards himself (after burning 
the Krtya) and his own endeavour to kill 
Ambarisa rendered infructuous, the sage 
ran in his anxiety to save his life in different 
directions. (49) 


aaea aon 
T ý 7 
qi aag: wear FT kot 
‘Sudarsana’, the discus of the Lord, 
pursued him even as a wild fire with its 
flames thrown upwards by the wind would 
chase a serpent. Observing the discus close 
upon his heels as aforesaid, the sage fled 


in his eagerness to enter a cave of Mount 
Meru. (50) 
fast au: ent faa ge- 
ARA, aaia Wet: R: | 
w ww mafa at aq 
qah gree giny 
Flying in this way, Durvāsā betook 
himself to all the quarters, the sky (the 
aerial region), the various parts of the 
terrestrial world, the subterranean regions, 
the seven oceans, the different spheres as 
well as their guardians and heaven too. 
But whithersoever he fled, he saw pursuing 
him at his back in each such region the 
formidable ‘SudarSana’. (51) 


aes: A aa pa, 
Hafa score aaa: l 

w faii mma fama- 
aaas Raa APTN 4? I 


However, when no protector was found 


* Vide verse 28 above. 
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by him anywhere, he got frightened at heart 
and, seeking an asylum, approached the 
glorious Brahma, the creator, and prayed 
as follows: “O maker of the universe, O 
Brahma, the self born, protect me from the 
might in the form of the discus of Lord 
Visnu, who is conquered by none.” (52) 


adara 
aio Ad me 
wistaart fodi 
pgm èë È aua: 
mam ma AAAA 43 i 


Brahmā observed: After a period of 
two Parardhas, when the pastime of the 
Lord in the shape of creation etc., of the 
universe is over, my sphere alongwith the 
rest of the universe will surely vanish as a 
result of the mere contraction of brows on 
the part of the Lord in the form of the Time- 
Spirit, eager to burn away all this objective 


universe. (53) 

ae wA agp: 
TANART: \ 

wo oat oat owen 
yiii Aei aera asl 


Myself, Lord Siva (the source of the 
universe) and others with Daksa and Bhrgu 
at their head the foremost of Prajapatis 
(lords of created beings), Bhutapatis (the 
lords of ghosts and other evil spirits) and 
the chief of the gods (such as Indra) we all 
submissively obey His Law, beneficial to 
the whole world, as an obligation placed on 
our head. Hence we are unable to protect 
you against His wrath. (54) 
yearend fatises faaoraraa: | 
Sater: ynot ara: Bret Aara ut Ul 

Thus refused by Brahma, the creator, 
and scorched by ‘SudarSana’, the discus of 
Lord Visnu, the sage Durvasa sought as his 
shelter Lord Siva (the Destroyer of the 
universe), who lives on Mount Kailasa. (55) 


25 
ae TAT 
ad a wa wam yfi 
ofa AsAT: | 


vara aA 4 vata AgM: 
weet at TÄ YTR:N 


Sri Rudra remarked: “We have no 
power, O dear son, over the infinite, all- 
pervading Supreme, in whom indeed other 
universes too as vast as this forming the 
body of Jivas (embodied souls) in the person 
of Brahma (the birthless creator) appear in 
thousands at the appointed time (the time 
of creation) and then cease (merge in Him 
at the time of final dissolution) universes in 
which we, Brahma and Myself, are being 
tossed about (like tiny insects). (56) 
Re mamya ANG Was: | 
masaa tact et gR: neon 
mårra fargo: mag: | 
fara A ai Wea PATA MASSAA: UW 4S N 

“Myself, the sages Sanatkumara and 
Narada, the glorious Brahma (the creator), 
Lord Kapila, the sages Apantaratama and 
Devala, Dharma (the god of piety), the 
sage Asuri and other omniscient lords of 
Siddhas (inspired seers) headed by the 
sage Marici, we are all unable to penetrate 
the veil of His Maya (deluding potency), 
enveloped as we are by that Maya. (57-58) 
we faraya yret gf fe T: | 
aaa yui nè RA yi fares 4 i 

“Since this is a weapon of that Lord of 
the universe and therefore hard to resist for 
us, please seek Him alone as Your protector. 
| am sure Sri Hari will bring you security.” 


(59) 
act Par cater: qi wad aati 
gore cea sitar: frat FEU Go I 

Having no hope of help from any other 


quarter left, the sage Durvasa went from 
there to the Lord's own realm, called 
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Vaikuntha, in which resides Lord Visnu 
alongwith His divine Spouse, Sri, the goddess 
of fortune. (60) 
ash f 
aam uNa: PATY: | 
aeea aAa mÙ 
par ma fe fayanaa ge i 
Being scorched by the fire of Sudarśana 
(the missile of Lord Visnu, who is conquered 
by none), the sage fell shuddering at the 
Lord's feet and said, “O immortal and infinite 
Lord, sought for by the righteous, O Protector 
of the universe, kindly do protect me, an 
offender that | am. (61) 
aAA d Weare 
ad wart waa: farm 
faafe  aenofaft fama- 
tera amA mS N g? 
“An offence has been committed by me 
against those beloved of You, ignorant as | 
was of Your supreme glory. Pray, wipe off 
that sin, O Director of the universe ! By the 
very utterance of Your Name even a denizen 
of hell gets liberated.” (62) 


RIITTA 
we weit wear sa fea 


mariaa = enema: 1&3 Ul 

The glorious Lord said: “My heart 
having been completely taken possession of 
by My pious devotees, | am really subject to 
the control of such devotees like one who is 
not self-dependent, O Brahmana. And | am 
the only beloved of My devotees. (63) 


TEATS A: mR | 

fora mafa weary sat nE wT g% I 
“As apart from My pious devotees, to 

whom | am the highest goal, | covet neither 


Myself nor Goddess Sri, My Consort, who 
is eternal like Myself, O holy sage! (64) 


Saray Worry farted ae 
Rani prot are: BA EÈ N GY II 
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“How dare | forsake them who, having 
renounced all attachments for their wife, 
house, children and relations, nay, their very 
life and wealth and their welfare in this and 
the other world, have sought Me as their 
protector? (65) 
aA igam: maa: HAY: | 
ayipada at sac ARAA: HA Fa N E 1 

“Pious souls, who have fastened their 
heart on Me and look upon all with 
equanimity, enthral Me by their devotion even 
as virtuous ladies enthral their virtuous 
husband. (66) 


TRAM wets a Aree SAT | 
Fafa Aaa Got: Sats AATA | G9 N 


“Feeling sated through Devotion, they 
do not desire even the four types of final 
beatitude, beginning with Salokya or 
residence in the same heaven with the Lord 
(the other three types being Samipya or 
close proximity with the Lord, Sārūpya or 
similarity of form with the Lord and Sayujya 
or absorption into the Lord), though attained 
actually through service rendered to Me. 
How then can they covet anything else 
(such as the position of Indra) which is 
subject to the ravages of Time? (67) 
mà ea we ant wa eT! 
FEAL AF Abt Ae teat ATA HN g Il 

“Pious souls (devotees) are My very 
heart, i.e., most beloved of Me, while | am 
the very heart, the most beloved of the 
righteous. They do not cognize anything 
else dearer than Me, nor do | know in the 
least anyone else dearer than them. (68) 
sored watery aa fam yoya aq! 
ai Granranea ane Ad À Har! 
agg Uled aa: ved: pease sell 

“| shall, however, point out to you a 
means of escape from this calamity, (0) 


Durvasa ! Please hear it. Seek him alone 
because of whom the violence perpetrated 
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by you has actually recoiled on you and 
thus proved to be an act of self-immolation. 
Force employed against the righteous brings 
harm to the striker himself. (69) 


aà fren a faoi fr: steak Sat 1 
aw ceria acta aN vo 1 


“Asceticism and worship offered to a deity 
are both conducive to the highest good (final 
beatitude) for Brahmanas endowed with 
humility and other virtues. In the case, 


however, of a doer who is lacking in modesty, 
those very practices lead to contrary results, 
i.e., prove harmful. (70) 
wees Tes ST mA TTA 
amoa wert da: wba oe I 
“Therefore, O Brahmana, may good 
betide you; approach King Ambarisa (the 
son of Nabhaga) and seek forgiveness of 
that highly blessed soul. Then alone will 
peace of mind come to you.” (71) 


sha ArT MÒ eat GRT Tasca Aes em: x 


Thus ends the fourth discourse, forming part of the story of Ambarisa, in 
Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharnsa-Samhita. 


AA USAST: 
Discourse V 
The story of Ambarisa (Concluded) 


Rye FATT 
wa maake gataracnatta: | 
maiaa aera gadri e 
Śrī Śuka resumed: Thus directed by 
the Lord and scorched by His discus 
‘Sudarsana’, Durvasa came back to Ambarisa 
and full of sorrow clasped the latter's feet. (1) 
wel Geet dea maaa: | 
Rend raed HoT fS YTAN R 1 
Observing the endeavour on the part of 
the sage to seek his forgiveness, Ambarisa, 
who was much ashamed at the sage’s 
touching his feet and sore stricken with 
compassion, began to extol the aforesaid 
missile of Sri Hari in the following words: 
(2) 
TRI FAT 
aninha gees AA RE ate: | 
waa fafraite arquistsantor a ui 31 


Ambarisa prayed: “You are Agni, the 
god of fire, and the glorious sun-god; You 
are Soma, the moon-god, the lord of the 
other luminaries (lunar mansions). You are 
water, You are the earth and the sky, the 
air, the five objects of senses, viz., sound, 
touch, sight, taste and smell and the senses 
themselves. (3) 


qh mqi | Weeeqaia 
maena fours aa yor gem ut ¥ 
“Hail to You, O Sudarsana, endowed 
with a thousand spokes and beloved of the 
immortal Lord! O Destroyer of all other 
missiles, may You be propitious to the 
Brahmana, the sage Durvasa, O Protector 
of the earth! (4) 


a miei aed a asana | 

a cena: Baten a ae: thes GG UI 
“You are righteousness; You are truthful 

and polite of speech as well as the faculty 
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of regarding all with equanimity; You are 
the Deity presiding over all sacrificial 
performances as well as the Enjoyer of all 
sacrifices. You are the Protector of the 
worlds and the Soul of the universe; nay, 
You are the transcendent effulgence of the 
supreme Person. (5) 


“Altogether unable to glorify You, O 
Sunabha (a discus with a beautiful hub), | 
simply address the exclamation “Hail” to 
You, the Upholder of all virtues, a veritable 
fire to destroy demons given to 
unrighteousness, the protector of all the 
three worlds, possessed of purest effulgence, 
quick as thought and credited with marvellous 
deeds. (6) 
waa ener Het 

aa: UAA Yat AAA 
ae èm ri wà 
azu, Mam WAAS 

“By Your splendour, consisting of 
righteousness, the darkness obscuring the 
vision of great souls is dispelled and their 
light preserved. Nay, this entire creation, 
both manifest and unmanifest, high and 
low, is illuminated by You in the form of the 
sun, the moon and so on. Unfathomable is 
Your glory, O Ruler of speech ! (7) 


za yewan å À 

ad waesia aaan 
argetictefafortrenntor 

qe we fees cl 


“When hurled by the Lord, who is wholly 
untainted by ignorance etc., You actually 
enter the force of the Daityas and the 
Danavas, O invincible One, You shine brightly 
in battle while unceasingly lopping off their 
arms, trunks, thighs, feet and necks. (8) 


aod Wem won 

Reia: dà maymi 
aaa 

faafe wa aà fe aen 


“As such You, O Shield of the world, 
have been detailed by Lord Visnu, the Wielder 
of a mace, for the extermination of the 
wicked, capable as You are of resisting all. 
Therefore, in order to bring good-luck to our 
race, kindly grant safety to this Brahmana, 
the sage, Durvasa; for that would be an act 
of grace to us in that it would save us from 
the sin of being an instrument in the death 
of a Brahmana. (9) 


watts caine ot waar at tafe: | 
pei Wt faved Be fest sag Faraz: 1 01 


“If gift was ever made by us or a sacrifice 
duly performed or our allotted duty 
satisfactorily performed, and if our race has 
looked upon the Brahmana as a deity, let 
the Brahmana be relieved of his distress as 
a reward for such a gift, sacrifice or the due 
performance of a duty. (10) 


afe at a ta we: HATTA: | 
adya fxs wag AR: eel 
“Nay, if the Lord, who is the one abode 
of all excellences, is pleased with us by 
virtue of our looking on all living beings as 
His own embodiments, let the Brahmana be 
tid of his trouble.” (11) 


RYH TAI 

fa deat ust aaah g 
MTR Aaa fad waea WAT SAAT lt 82 N 

Sri Suka continued: While the emperor, 
Ambarisa, was thus hymning, ‘Sudarsana 
the said discus of Lord Visnu, which had 
hitherto been scorching the Brahmana, 
Durvasa, on all sides, cooled down at the 
king’s entreaty. (12) 


Wiseman Gate: TATA: | 
wea agii gear: TS: 1 23 


frer 
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Rid of the burning heat of the fire of the 
missile ‘Sudarsana’, Durvasa now felt 
relieved and applauded the Emperor in the 
following words, pronouncing the highest 
blessings on him. (13) 


galan sara 

a saat werd gene ÀI 
PANTASHT Ag TS AST AT 1 kv 

Durvasa observed: “Ah, the glory of 
servants/votaries of the infinite Lord has 
been witnessed by me today in that you, O 
Emperor, strive for the good even of him, 
i.e., myself, who has wronged you. (14) 
SRE BT BEA TÀ aT eT 
à: STAT a Bataan gy 1 

“Indeed, what is there hard to accomplish 
for benevolent souls and what is there difficult 
to forswear in the eyes of the high-souled, 
by whom Lord Sri Hari, the Guardian of 


devotees, has been lovingly installed in 
their heart? (15) 


warmsfeaaar Gar waft fret: | 
wee MA: fee at aaa RTA NN ke N 
“What could there be wanting on the 
part of servants/votaries of that Lord of 
hallowed feet, through the very hearing of 
whose Name a person is rid of all impurities? 
(16) 
Tareas ANAREN 
Ted yea: Great WoT AAS PATA: N V9 Ul 
“O king, | have been greatly favoured 
by you, an extremely kind-hearted soul, in 
that my life has been saved by you, 
overlooking my offence.” (17) 
Ws pR: MAARTEN | 
amaia wa Aaa ee tl 
The Emperor, who had not yet taken his 
meal ever since in the hope of the sage’s 
return, sumptuously fed him after gratifying 
him, in the first instance, by clasping his 
feet. (18) 
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Asirasa arene | 
qar Fata wre yaa METLI 2S I 


Sated at heart after partaking of the 
rich fare (appropriate to a guest) brought to 
him with reverence and gratifying every 
wish (suiting every taste), Durvāsā politely 
said to the king, “Please take your food. 

(19) 
Aseris aa maA À 1 
areata RoN 


“| am really pleased and obliged by the 
sight, touch and talk as well as by the 
hospitality offered with a mind fixed on the 
supreme Self, of a great devotee of the 
Lord in you. (20) 


matada a mated ta: fara aE: | 
waite goai a RaR afta 22 1 
“Celestial ladies will repeatedly celebrate 


this profound deed of yours. Nay, this earth 
itself will loudly proclaim Your most sacred 


glory.” (21) 
SYR FATT 

Ua da wart cater: afta: | 

aah AES soa Tere 22 UI 
Sri Suka resumed: Having thus 

acclaimed the king and taking leave of him, 

Durvasa, who was highly gratified, rose 

through the heavens to Brahmaloka (the 

region of Brahma), attainable only through 

disinterested action. (22) 


AAT SATA MAS ATTA ATTA TTA: | 
yiee Taste TYS SU 23 Ul 


A whole year had elapsed before the 
sage, who had gone out (in search of a 
quarter to Brahmaloka and other regions), 
returned to the capital of Ambarisa. And, 
longing for a sight of the sage, the king, so 
the tradition goes, subsisted on mere water 
all these months. (23) 


Ta a gatefa Asai 
RAA | 
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aAA a a g 
A ai a ATTAN evi 
And, when Durvāsā left, the said 
Ambarisa ate the remnant of food that 
had been rendered most holy by being 
partaken of by a Brāhmaņa, the sage 
Durvāsā. And perceiving the evil plight 
and ultimate redemption of the seer, 
Durvāsā, as well as his own firmness in 
remaining without any food for a whole year, 
he thought it all to be a glory of the Supreme. 


(24) 

Wefan: a wi 

maA we gà 

frama: ware uth 
mars sfattseary Fray aT Ut 24 Ul 
Possessed of many such qualities, the 
said Emperor Ambarisa practised devotion 
to Lord Vasudeva, the supreme Spirit and 
the ultimate Reality, through his multifarious 
duties (that stood offered to Him) by virtue 


of which devotion he regarded all blessings, 
including the position of Brahma, the creator, 
as no better than so many forms of 
damnation. (25) 


wa 
ami aga M: 

faasa arqea 
WÙ g ARNOTT ATS: 1 26 1 
Now, leaving his kingdom to the care of 
his sons, who were all possessed of a 
disposition similar to his own, the wise 
Ambarisa retired to a forest. And fixing his 
mind on Lord Vasudeva, his own Self, he 
eventually had his round of births and deaths 
brought to a close. (26) 


saa YOST YT: | 
Hae THT PTAA HAITI VOU 


Anyone reciting and repeatedly musing 
on this aforesaid sacred story of Emperor 
Ambarisa bids fair to become a devotee of 
the Lord. (27) 


at 


sft ateerrad merger maei daai TITS RITA 
TA TETAS ATA: I 4 I 
Thus ends the fifth discourse entitled “The story of Ambarisa,” in Book Nine 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA MASTA: 
Discourse VI 


The posterity of Ikswaku: the stories of Mandhata 
and the sage Saubhari 


ae saa 
Ae hqureesyratteqarea: | 
Aea yaavatsy aay VÄT: 1-8 1 


Sri Suka resumed: Virūpa, Ketuman 
and Sambhu were the three sons of 
Ambarisa. From the loins of Virupa, the 


eldest of the three, sprang up Prsadaswa 
and the latter's son was Rathitara. (1) 


vinene mai aS: | 
air mama agadan: YAT ? II 


Prayed to for progeny (to continue the 
thread of Rathitara’s line), the celebrated 
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sage Angira (a mind-born son of Brahma) 
begot through the wife of Rathitara, who 
was issueless, a number of sons invested 
with a glory resulting from the knowledge of 
the Vedas. (2) 


es ee WT: | 
vaio vet: atta fg: 3 


Though born of the wife of Rathitara and 
therefore deserving the family name of 
Rathitaras, they actually became known as 
Angirasas i.e., those sprung from the loins 
of Angira. They were recognized as the 
foremost of the Rathitaras (the other progeny 
of Rathitara and their posterity), being 
Brahmanas endowed with the martial qualities 
of Ksatriyas. (3) 


aad WAT sear ature: Oe: 
we Yasser fapa: x 


From the nostrils of Vaivaswata Manu, 
even while he was sneezing, sprang up a 
son called Ikswaku. Of his hundred sons, 
Vikuksi, Nimi and Dandaka were the eldest. 


(4) 
wt yeaa yor qT 
vafin: uyara Fat Wel GIST: 14 UI 


Of those hundred sons, twenty-five 
became rulers of small provinces in the 
eastern quarter of Aryavarta (the sacred* 
tract of land lying between the Vindhya 
range and the Himalayas), O Pariksit, and 
as many (another twenty-five) in the western 
region; three (eldest, named above) in the 
centre, and the rest in other parts (viz,. in 
the north and south). (5) 


Umea as FAG: FTAA | 
verter teak Faget Tras MERN S N 


Once on the occasion of a Sraddha (a 
rite performed in honour of the departed 
spirits of one’s deceased relations) during 
the Astakas (the seventh, eighth, ninth and 
thirteenth days of either fortnight of a lunar 


month) Ikswaku peremptorily said to his 
son, Vikuksi: “Vikuksi, go and bring me 
some flesh fit for being offered to the manes. 
Please do not tarry.” (6) 


TAR Gar Treat PY Bea RRETA! 
oat ayfa dk: vrei areeaegfa: 119 1 
Saying “Be it so!” the heroic prince 
Vikuksi went to the forest and, having killed 
some animals fit for being used in a religious 
rite (Sraddha ceremony), thoughtlessly ate 
of the flesh of a hare after roasting it, fatigued 
and hungry as he was. (7) 


wet amma fat a4 a ae: 
afer: wena geri i 


He gave the rest of the flesh to his 
father, Ikswaku; but the latter's preceptor, 
the sage Vasistha, when requested to sprinkle 
it with water and thus consecrate it, said, 
“This has been contaminated by being 
eaten of beforehand and is thus unfit for 
Sraddha.” (8) 


Weal Gaeta HH Ri TA: 1 
Saran aa amai Sari en 
Having come to know of the aforesaid 
sacrilegious act of his son as told by his 
preceptor, the king, Ikswaku, in an angry 
mood exiled from his country his son Vikuksi, 
who had abandoned the practice of good 


conduct. (9) 
a q fawn dare Sa Bara! 
RA HAA IT F SATA A AAT Il Qo tl 


The king then held a talk on the ultimate 
Truth with the sage Vasistha, his preceptor. 
As a result of such talk he became 
established in Jfanayoga (the path of 
knowledge or realization of one’s identity 
with the ultimate Reality) and on casting off 
the body attained oneness with that which 
is higher than all. (10) 


Risda fapa: fref 
ma eft a: wee set Aa: 1 gR 


* amatai: qayiri faar: | 
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His father, Ikswaku, being now dead, 
Vikuksi returned home and, while ruling this 
earth, propitiated Sri Hari through a number 
of sacrifices and became known as Sasada 
(the devourer of a hare). (11) 


eae Ad Seale ARa: 
HHA Sha AMT: TTY ATT HPA: 1 g3 1 
His son Purafjaya (the conqueror of a 
city), was nicknamed as Indravaha (the 
rider of Indra) and also as Kakutstha (one 
who rides the hump of a bull). Now hear by 
virtue of what deeds he earned these three 
names. (12) 
gaa amia AA Sarat Ge MAA: | 
mimi gat ant cadres: uv g3 
In those very days there was a conflict 
of the gods with the demons, a conflict 
which all but wiped out the entire creation. 
The hero in the person of Purafjaya was 
enlisted as an ally by the gods, who had 
been vanquished by the Daityas. (13) 


aera face fa AAA: WaT: | 
Aes GAT AYIA WAG: ll Vv ll 


Desired by Purafijaya for the role of a 
mount to him, Indra assumed the form of a 
gigantic bull at the instance of Lord Visnu, 
the god of gods and the soul of the universe. 


(14) 

a erat agfa fafgrantsoary | 
Raa: HAST: Hale Fert: I V4 I 
Protected by an armour and taking a 
celestial bow and sharp arrows, Purafijaya, 
who was eager to fight, rode on the back of 
the bull, while being praised by the gods, 
and took his seat on its hump. (15) 

Aarssen ferent: Gert TAT: | 
Water of Scart seared fest: TATU Re N 
Invigorated by the strength of Lord Visnu, 
the most ancient Person and the supreme 
Spirit, he besieged with the help of the gods 
the city of the Daityas in the west. (16) 
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ders aI Wet gei ciation 
mara ascites Asha it V9 11 
His fight with the Daityas was very 
close and thrilling and he despatched with 
his arrows to the abode of Yama all the 
Daityas that encountered him on the battle- 
field. (17) 
Tego graa AATA | 
Fara GES SAAT: TAMA 2 I 
Quitting the range of flight of his shafts, 
which was hot as the fire at the time of final 
dissolution, the Daityas, who were being 
severely struck all the time, fled to their 
home, Patala. (18) 
fara ut et aed weit aro 
Were A Tafa area: 1 8 Ul 
Having conquered the town of the 
Daityas, so full of splendour, as well as all 
the wealth contained in it, that royal sage 
made it over to Indra, the wielder of the 
thunderbolt. It was for these reasons that 
he was called by a number of names: 
Indravaha, Kakutstha and Purafijaya. (19) 


Tee AAT: JA; 
farane rA gayaa AA: | Ro Ul 


The son of Purafjaya was Anena (the 
sinless) and Prthu was the son of Anena. 
From the loins of Prthu sprang up 
Vigwarandhi and Candra was born of 
Vigwarandhi; and Yuvanaswa was the son 
of Candra. (20) 
Pree at wrote Pià gÂ 
GVA aRar: PAAA: 1 Vk Il 

The son of Yuvanaswa was Sabasta, 
by whom the town of Sabasti was built; 


while Brhadagwa was the son of Sabasta 
and of the former, Kuvalayaswa was born. 


(21) 
a fraeigage part Â 
qaman meea Fa: NR? 


With a view to obliging the sage, Utanka, 
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the powerful Kuvalayagwa, accompanied 
by his twenty-one thousand sons, killed a 
demon, (22) 


SIAR sit VATA E BAT: | 
qia ad aa vara: 1123.0 
Fava: ayasa uya Sta aI 
gorau eave par: BAA: N 3% N 


Dhundhu by name, and thereby became 
known as Dhundhumāra (the slayer of 
Dhundhu). Almost all the aforesaid sons of 
Dhundhumara, however, were burnt up by 
the fire that issued from the mouth of 
Dhundhu; only three, viz., Drdhaswa, 
Kapilaswa and Bhadraswa were left alive, 
O Pariksit (a scion of Bharata)! Haryaswa 
was the son of Drdhagwa, while that of 
Haryaswa was called Nikumbha. (23-24) 


wana Peper pAs Saha | 
FOULS HAT TT ASAT SA Ta: 1 Bq UI 
raia fafaour RIAS pA: | 


she m adarsagtat À ganET: 2g 1 
Barhanaswa was the son of Nikumbha; 
Krsaswa, of Barhanaswa; and Senajit was 
the son of Krsaswa, Senajit’s son was 
Yuvanaswa. Being issueless and therefore 
full of despair, the latter, however, retired to 
a forest (hermitage) alongwith his hundred 
wives. The sages of that hermitage 
were very compassionate by nature. Lo! 
with great concentration of mind they 
conducted on his behalf a sacrifice intended 

to propitiate Indra, the Lord of paradise. 
(25-26) 

Tat aa agaci uae Pater afia: | 

FRAT TA AAA T A ET 29 N 
Feeling thirsty at night, the king 
Yuvanāśwa entered their sacrificial hut and, 
finding the Brahmanas (in charge of the 
sacrifice) asleep, drank himself the water 
that had been consecrated with Mantras 
(and reserved for the principal queen). 
(27) 
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sR Premera age KA WT | 
ua: HE He Ut gaai BETTI Re Ul 
Seeing the sacrificial pitcher without 
water when they got up in the early hours, 
O king, the priests now enquired of the 
king whose work it was that the water 
capable of producing a male child had been 
quaffed. (28) 


Tat ti araa gyae a 
yaa my Saget ATTN R 


Having presently come to know that the 
water had been drunk by the king himself, 
as impelled by Providence, they offered 
salutation to the Almighty Lord, saying: “Oh, 
the power of destiny alone is the real 
strength !” (29) 


qa: caret Sarge Spf Pater eferore | 
Gaya maraha TTA Fuzoil 
Then, when the time came (i. e., after a 
period of nine months) a son, who was 
destined to be a ruler of the entire globe, 
was born, splitting open, it is said, the right 
pelvic region of king Yuvanagwa. (30) 
h aR pÀ ert Tea ETA | 
AT TAT AT Ve Sora Be AN 
When the babe cried much for being 
suckled and the Brahmanas anxiously 
inquired: “Whom will this prince suck?”, 
Indra put into the babe’s mouth his index 
finger dripping with nectar, saying “The babe 
will suck me (Mam Dhata); do not cry, my 


child!” Hence the babe became known as 
Mandhata. (31) 


a omar am ma faunaga: | 
qanya ara wren fare 3? 1 
The father of the babe did not die by 
the grace of the Brahmanas and the gods, 
even though he had his pelvic region split 
up. Nay, he forthwith attained perfection, 


final beatitude, in that very hermitage through 
asceticism. (32) 
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qaeeghtaisy faced am wet a1 
FEA Fahd Ala GAT Waa: 1 33 I 


Indra for his part gave him, O dear 
Pariksit, the name of Trasaddasyu (the terror 
of miscreants) inasmuch as villains like 
Ravana (the demon king of Lanka, who 
was subsequently killed by Lord Sri Rama, 
born in that very line) were much afraid of 
him and felt greatly agitated because of 
him. (33) 
danys rea AHA Wa: | 


waged: AAT | 3% Ul 

Powerful through the might of the 
immortal Lord, Mandhata, son of Yuvanaswa, 
ruled the entire globe consisting of the 
seven Dwipas (main divisions) as its one 
supreme Lord. (34) 


St ee 
aiai ea natara aqui 


Although a knower of the Self, he 
Propitiated Lord Visnu (the Deity presiding 
over sacrifices), who not only represents all 
the gods (on His person*) but embodies all 
and is above sense-perception by means of 
a number of sacrifices in which liberal 
Daksinas (or presents of money) were given 
to the Brahmanas. (35) 


za watt fateh aerate: | 
ad Spe aaya HAAA ATARA BE Ul 


As a matter of fact, the material to be 
used in a sacrificial performance, the sacred 
texts uttered in the course of a sacrifice, 
the procedure laid down for conducting it, 
the sacrifice itself, the sacrificer as well as 
the priests officiating at the sacrifice, 
Dharma, religious merit resulting from a 
virtuous deed, the place as well as the 
time of a sacrificial performance; in fact, the 
whole universe represents His body. It was 
such a Lord whom Māndhātā worshipped 


through the aforesaid sacrifices. 
ara gi safe m maa nA | 
ad aa danaa e: ATTA N 3O 11 


The whole extent of land from the point 
where the sun rises to the point where it 
sets is called the territory of Māndhātā, the 
son of Yuvanāśwa. (37) 
madda fqan: | 
pana qed a ARAI 
Wi AS: vna BT aA aR 34 II 

The emperor Māndhātā begot through 
his queen, Bindumati, the daughter of 
Śaśabindu, three sons, viz., Purukutsa, 
Ambarisa and Mucukunda, who turned out 
to be a mystic. All the fifty sisters of these 


princes chose the sage Saubhari for their 
husband. (38) 
AA MARAA: WAT: | 
Adi teaser a Aaea: 1 31 
mÀ qi aa: maA | 
Asame aa TE AMT HAM TATA I Xo I 
Submerged in the water of the holy 
Yamuna and practising supreme asceticism 
there, the Brahmana, Saubhari, conceived 
a longing for conjugal delight on seeing 
the happiness of a leader of fish pairing 
with other fish of the opposite sex, and 
accordingly approached and asked the 
king, Mandhata, for a girl in marriage. The 
emperor too said in reply, “Let a girl be 
gladly taken by you in the event of your 
being chosen by her of her own will, O holy 
Brahmana !” (39-40) 
a afen etter seats: | 
adua Wah see WATEA: 1! 2 I! 
The sage Saubhari thought within himself 
‘| have been indirectly refused by the 
emperor, thinking me to be unwelcome to 
women, knowing as he does that | am 


(36) 


* The Sruti says: ‘a am agaa gaat:' (He is the body of which the other gods are so many 


limbs). 
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disliked by them, being old, covered with 
wrinkles and grey-haired, with my head 
shaking all the time. (41) 


ATS Tas SHAT ATTA eT | 
fe piam aafaa: wy: w 

qi: AR: get SIT A 
Fava ARARA: USAMA AT: 1 %3 N 
‘I shall, therefore, make myself so perfect 
(faultless of limbs) as to be coveted even 
by celestial women, much more by human 
princesses.’ Thus resolved, the powerful 
sage was ushered by the chamberlain into 
the gynaeceum set apart for the princesses, 
which was full of luxuries of every description, 
and lo! that one individual was desired by 
all the fifty princesses to be their husband. 
(42-43) 

mai RRO yasa dey | 
WEA Art a sft aAa ¥¥ 1 
Nay, there arose a great quarrel over 
him among those girls, so that casting sisterly 
affection to the winds, they said to one 
another, “He is fit for me and not for any of 
you,” their heart being set on him. (44) 


Asmaa Lg 


The said sage Saubhari (who, being a 
student of Rgveda, was a master of powerful 
Mantras) revelled with them everyday in 
mansions that were equipped with invaluable 
appendages by his inexhaustible wealth of 
asceticism, and which were not only crowded 
with men and women (servants and 
maidservants) well-decked with ornaments 
but were also full of singing birds and bees 


and panegyrists as well as on the margin of 
lakes of limpid water studded with beds of 
Kalhāras and in parks of every description, 
using valuable beds and seats, costly wearing 
apparel and precious jewels and taking 
delight in baths, pigments, eatables and 
flowers. (45-46) 
amie g ia maaa: | 
fina: erred aana it wo 1 
Observing the luxurious household life 
of Saubhari, even Mandhata, the ruler of the 
entire globe consisting of the seven Dwipas, 
felt greatly amazed and gave up all pride 


accompanying the fortune of a universal 
monarch. (47) 


ua Jeane fara fated: We: | 
Paar FT aerate: 1 8 1 


Thus fully attached to his household life 
and enjoying sense-objects of various kinds, 
Saubhari did not feel satiated with manifold 
delights of sense any more than a fire 
would with drops of clarified butter. (48) 
a aam aAa: | 
qi aegararat iag xe tt 

On a certain occasion, while sitting at 
ease, that teacher of those professing 
Rgveda, perceived his fall from asceticism, 
brought about by his association with the fish 
through the agency of his own mind. (49) 
aà st uaa ù fei 

wafer: maaa 
ami arfteragTa, 
vani wer fat gd mayon 

He said to himself, ‘Ah, look at this fall 
of mine, a saintly ascetic who had observed 
sacred vows till recently, but whose 
asceticism, though maintained for long, has 
been swept away, thanks to a moment's 


close association with aquatic creatures under 
water! (50) 
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vara wee fart fÀ 
Betta a any ee WARE: N 4 I 


‘He who seeks liberation from the 
trammels of worldly existence, should, 
therefore, eschew with one’s mind, body 
and senses the company of those who 
have taken to a married life, and should 
never allow his senses to move out in the 
midst of sense-objects. Living all alone 
(without any companion) in seclusion, he 
should concentrate his mind on the infinite 
Lord and betake himself only to pious 
souls devoted to Him, if at all company is 
desired. (51) 


AMAIR AATA 
manpas ia: 1142 


‘I was a companionless ascetic till 
recently. Thanks to the company of fish 
under water, however, | later on became 
fifty as it were, by marrying as many wives, 
and again by begetting a hundred sons 
through each, | became divided into five 
thousand parts in the form of as many 
sons. Now that my judgment has been 
obscured by infatuation etc., (the adjuncts 
of Maya or Prakrti) and | have begun to 


look upon the objects of senses as worth 
seeking, | find no limit to desires relating to 
the duties of both husband and wife.’ (52) 
Wa aa Te caret farm arate: | 
at Wagers: AAT: 11.43 1) 
Thus, staying at home for a long time, 
he eventually got disgusted with it and, 
having embraced the life of an anchorite, 
retired to the forest; and his wives too, who 


all looked upon their husband as a deity, 
followed suit. (53) 


aa Ae TUTTI 
Reatard gars waar ax ii 


Having practised there severe asceticism, 
that emaciated his body, the sage, who had 
now mastered his self, merged his soul 
alongwith the sacred fires in the supreme 
Spirit, i.e., attained final beatitude in the 
form of oneness with the Absolute. (54) 


m: aaien Prenen Ty | 
aciga a yraa ES: 1144 1 


Observing the absorption of their 
husband into the supreme Spirit, O great 
king, his wives too followed him (i.e., reached 
the same goal) by virtue of his spiritual 
glory even as flames get extinguished with 
the fire that has cooled down for want of 
fuel. (55) 


sta strgrrad AERA MAÈ RT TAREA GHE TESA: I & I 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, hinging on the story of Saubhari, in Book Nine 
of the great and glorious Bhāgavata-Purāņa, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


eee 


AA AUTH Sea: 
Discourse VII 
The story of King Harigcandra 


aye Tara 

ARM: YAN Asa: wA: 1 
iama wart daaa aga: 
aera Asya sa et 

Śri Suka resumed: The foremost of 
the three sons (Purukutsa and others) of 
Mandhata, who was celebrated by the name 
of Ambarisa, was adopted as a son by his 
grandfather Yuvanasgwa, and Yauvanagwa 
was the son of Ambarisa. Harita was the 
son of Yauvanaswa. These three turned 
out to be the foremost of Mandhata’s line 
(and the first of three branches of this line). 


(1) 
wat mgA egaa anit: 
at tale AA an 21 


Purukutsa (the eldest of the three’ sons 
of Mandhata) was taken to Rasatala (the 
sixth of the subterranean spheres from 
above) by Narmada, as directed by Vasuki, 
the king of serpents, the same Narmada 
who had been given to him in marriage by 
her brothers, the serpent-demons. (2) 


maaa aa aaa a frog | 
ATT: m eA 3 1 
There, indeed, Purukutsa (who wielded 
the power infused into him by Lord Visnu) 
killed a number of Gandharvas who, being 
enemies of the Nagas and wicked too, 
deserved to be slain. In recognition of this 


service, he secured from Vasuki, the chief 
of the Nagas, the boon of security from the 
serpent race for those who remember this 
anecdote. (3) 


WE: eget asa sep 
TAAS fae N X N 


Purukutsa’s son (named after his 
grandfather? was Trasaddasyu, who was 
the father of Anaranya. Anaranya’s son was 
Haryaswa and of Haryaswa, Aruna was 
born; while from the loins of the latter sprang 
up Tribandhana. (4) 


ma aaa: gaap faa: | 
maras N: ARTRITE I & 1 
FERN wa: inà fafa grai 
mAsa Aa Tah eI S I 


Tribandhana’s son, Satyavrata, became 
celebrated under the name of Triganku.? 
Having got the rank of a Candala (pariah) 
under a curse from his father, he bodily 
ascended to heaven by virtue of the 
extraordinary might of the sage Viswamitra 
(a scion of Kusika) and can be seen in the 
heavens in the form of a star of that name 
even to this day, having been forcibly stopped 
in mid-air by the same seer when hurled, 
head downward, by the gods from heaven. 

(5-6) 
Tiga eva fayn: | 
aiea ge ufroe no 1 


1. Vide verse 38 of Discourse VI. 


2. It will be remembered that Mandhata, father of Purukutsa, was also given the name of Trasaddasyu 


by Indra—vide verse 33 of Discourse VI. 


3. TriSanku was guilty of three offences, which tormented him like as many darts or spikes. In the first 


Place he dis; 
just bein 
h 


pleased his father and invited his curse by forcibly carrying away a Brahmana girl who was 
g married. Secondly, he killed a cow belonging to his preceptor (the sage Vasistha) and thirdly, 
e ate meat without having consecrated it by sprinkling it with water. The Harivarhsa says: 


Raani piad a aAA fafa cafe: 11 
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Triganku’s son was HariScandra, 
because of whom there raged a fight, lasting 
for many years, between the sages, 
Viswamitra and Vasistha, who, having been 
mutually cursed, had been transformed into 
two birds.* (7) 
AmA fase maT: | 
aevi yui Aa: AT A aa ware tl 

Devoid of any issue and, therefore, sad 
at heart, Hariscandra sought, under the 
instructions of the sage Narada, Varuna 
(the god of water) as his protector with the 


following prayer: “Let a son be born to me, 
O lord! (8) 


ate dit vent aa wat at sf 
safe ame gat ma Tea: eN 


“If he turns out to be a hero, O great 
lord, | shall propitiate you by sacrificing him 
to you.” Varuna granted his prayer, saying 
‘Be it so !’ and through the agency of Varuna, 
a son, Rohita by name, was born to 
Hariscandra. (9) 


ma: Gat SAS Ai aaah Aisa | 
qa Urea: emaa Heat Afa ii go Wt 


“Now that a son has been born to you, 
propitiate me, dear king, by sacrificing him 
to me,” Varuna appeared and said to 
Harigcandra, who replied: “A prospective 
victim is considered fit for being sacrificed 
only when it has passed the age of ten 
days.” (10) 
Presta a ama aAa Asa | 
wat: uaa Feit veafefa ee 1 

On the child having crossed the limit of 
ten days, the god appeared before him 


again and said, “Please sacrifice the child 
now.” Hari$candra, however, replied, “A 


prospective victim is deemed fit for being 
sacrificed only when it has teethed.” (11) 
We Sat aA WATTS Aso | 
Gal UAT SAM AA Heat safer i 22 1 
After the dentition of the child, Varuna 
approached and said once more, “The teeth 
have already appeared; please propitiate 
me now.” Thereupon the king replied, 
“When its first teeth have fallen, the victim 
will be fit for being sacrificed only then.” 
(12) 
udaa Sat AAAS ASAT | 
BRT UT: GAS AST TY: WPA: 1 33 
On the teeth having fallen, Varuna 
appeared once more and said, “The teeth 
of the prospective victim have already 
fallen, please worship me now.” To this 
Hariscandra replied, “When the teeth of the 
prospective victim sprout again, then alone 
is the prospective victim regarded as 
sacred.” (13) 


tater saat a uea Bsa | 
Urge AUT WS TSA SA VY: VPA: N YX Ul 
On the child having teethed again the 
god of water appeared and said once 
more, “The teeth have grown again, please 
sacrifice the child now.” Thereupon 
Hariscandra replied, “A prospective victim 
belonging to the Ksatriya race is recognized 
as sacred, i.e., fit to be sacrificed only when 
he is able to put on his armour, O lord!” 
(14) 


aft mpo egada 
F a A A ÀA N gh II 


In this way the god of water waited for 
the time he was asked to wait by Hariścandra, 
whose mind was bound with ties of affection 


* It is well-known that under the pretext of demanding the Daksina due to himself for the Rājasūya 
sacrifice conducted by him on behalf of king HariScandra, the sage ViSwamitra not only stripped him of his 
all but persecuted him in many other ways too; but HariScandra remained true to his word and firm under 
the most trying circumstances. The sage Vasistha, the king's preceptor, flew into a rage when he heard this 
and uttered on him the curse that he would be transformed into an Adi (a species of cranes). Vigwamitra too 
Pronounced a counter-curse on Vasistha to the effect that he would change into a heron. 
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and who was gaining time due to love for 
his son. (15) 


teretefuara faq: ant frfa 
mAai eE 96 II 
Having come to know of the aforesaid 
sacrifice intended to be performed by his 
father, HariScandra, Rohita (who had now 
grown in years as well as in understanding) 
betook himself to the woods, bow in hand, 
anxious to save his life. (16) 
frat seo strat WTAE | 
‘edt oma afr: weda eon 
Hearing that, visited by angry Varuna 
(the god of water), his father had developed 
the disease of dropsy, Rohita was about to 
return to his home when Indra stopped him 


saying that he would certainly be sacrificed 
to Varuna if he returned home. (17) 


wa: wet yd tda: | 
Wanara: ASASEN eI 
Indra further counselled Rohita to 
undertake a holy tour over the earth by 
visiting sacred lakes and rivers and other 
places of pilgrimage in order to atone for the 
offence of his father against Varuna and 
thereby rid him of his malady and Rohita too 
accordingly tarried in the forest for a year, 
going from place to place as advised by 
Indra. (18) 


Wa fetta ata age rÀ aa 
mAamàa arent faa asse FAN LSU 
Likewise during the second, third, fourth 
and fifth years as well indra (the slayer of 
the demon Vrtra) came to him, disguised as 
an aged Brahmana, and repeated the same 
advice. (19) 
US Gant aa after Afa: TT 
Saaana YAA Roll 


ydi ug fet vera waa 
aa: eae gR HETAT: 1 28 

TAAS Bary ASUS HERA: | 
faras uaa afer eter STEEN TI 22 1 

waefarye wen ASSAT: | 
qA gA carfers: maai TAT 23 I 
Having roamed about in the woods during 
the sixth year as well, Rohita purchased 
from Ajigarta (a descendant of the celebrated 
sage Bhrgu) his second son, Sunahgepa 
by name, while returning to the city in order 
to see his father; and, handing him over to 
Hariscandra (his own father) as a prospective 
victim to be sacrificed to Varuna, bowed 
low to him (his father). Thereupon the highly- 
renowned Hariscandra, whose stories were 
sung by the great, propitiated Varuna (the 
god of water) and the other gods by means 
of a human sacrifice and was consequently 
relieved of his dropsy (stomach disease). 
At that sacrifice the sage Viswamitra 
officiated as the Hota; the sage Jamadagni, 
who had duly controlled his mind, as the 
Adhwaryu; the sage Vasistha as the 
Brahma and the sage Agastya as the 
Udgata', the chanter of Samaveda. Pleased 
with him, Indra gave him a chariot of gold. 
(20—23) 

Wares meae, wae | 
WTA of Gea BUT E TA: N 2% 1 

farai yet vit garafi afr 
TA: yr ERTAS TATA ALI 24 1 

À ag miea yad d nera 
afer R caren aa ATA 261 
The glory of Śunahśepa (who was not 
eventually sacrificed but attained liberation 
during his very lifetime) will be recounted 


later (in connection with the story of 
Viśwāmitra’s son)? and highly gratified to 


1. For the respective function of these priests vide foot-note below l.v.19. 


2. Vide discoures XIV below. 
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perceive (on another occasion) the firmness 
of the king, HariScandra, as well as of his 
wife, Saibya', firmness which derived its 
strength from his veracity, the sage 
Viswamitra vouchsafed to him as a boon 
unobstructed knowledge of the Self. 
(Mentally) merging his mind (which is said 
to be a modification of the food? that one 
takes) in earth (the source of all food), he 
identified the earth with water, water with 
fire and the latter with the air; and, again, 
merging the air in ether, the latter in the 
Tamasika aspect of the Ego and the said 
Tamasika Ego in the Mahat-tattva, the 
principle of cosmic intelligence, and laying 
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aside its objective character, he contemplated 
its knowledge aspect as his very Self and 
through such contemplation he finally and 
thoroughly burnt his ignorance that veiled 
the nature of the Self. (24—26) 
Raai tan ret Pratorqeratar | 
abtéyarrcerior mee AATA: 1 219 11 
Again, giving up that contemplation too 
through consciousness consisting of pure 
bliss, and with all his bondage, in the shape 
of self-identification with the body and so 
on, shaken off, he stood in his essential 
character, which is beyond the range of 
description and reasoning. (27) 


sf a 3 ) i od ) 
ERITREA TA AAAS ETA: I i! 
Thus ends the seventh discourse, entitled the “Story of Hariscandra,” in Book Nine 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STOMA Sea: 


Discourse VIII 
The story of King Sagara 


aye IIA 

ait aranana, fafafa 
aT gSA aA A AAS: N g Ul 

Śrī Śuka resumed: Harita was the son 
of Rohita and from the loins of Harita sprang 
up Campa, by whom was built the city of 
Campa. And of Campa was born Sudeva, 
whose son was Vijaya. (1) 


USAT gA AEH: | 
Asay wer aa afa R 1 


Vijaya’s son was Bharuka; and from the 
loins of Bharuka sprang up Vrka, whose 


son again was Bahuka. His land having 
been usurped by the enemies, King Bahuka 
retired to the forest alongwith his wife. (2) 
qg i usa wet afeery after 
sitar massa waa Pranftar i 3 1 
Intending to follow (ascend the funeral 
pile of) the aged king, who died in the 
forest, the queen was stopped by the sage 
Aurva, who knew her to be enceinte. (3) 


saa aR iser Ae! 
ae ata daa: ATTEN ATAT: I ¥ Il 


By her co-wives, who came to know 


1. Vide footnote below verse 7 above. 
2. The Sruti says: ‘stad fe Hra aA: '. 
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this, poison was administered to her with 
her food through jealousy; but no harm 
came to her. On the other hand, a highly 
renowned son was born of her alongwith 
that poison and thus came to be known by 
the name of Sagara (one born with poison). 
(4) 

RISA, AUT Aa: Ga: | 
FRG FASS, BATHE & Ul 
Sagara turned out to be a universal 
monarch, and by his sons was dug out the 


ocean which was thenceforward named after 
them as Sagara. (5) 


maia Tear wer fapad: | 
SRILA hina ETTA It & 1 


In deference to the advice of his 
preceptor, the sage Aurva, he did not kill 
(even though he conquered) the Talajanghas, 
Yavanas (lonians), Sakas (Scythians), 
Haihayas and Barbaras (Barbarians), but 
only caused them to be disfigured. Some 
he had thoroughly shaved, while others he 
left with beards and moustaches alone; 
some he left with dishevelled hair alone, 
causing their moustaches and beards to be 
removed, while others he left with their 
heads half-shaven. (6) 


megs ug at Wend Geet ue 
Some he caused to be stripped off their 
undergarment, while he had others shorn of 
their outer garment. In the manner pointed 
out by the sage Aurva he then propitiated 
by means of a number of ASwamedha 
sacrifices Lord Sri Hari, his very Self, 
Manifested in the form of all the Vedas and 
the divinities. Indra (the destroyer of his 
enemies’ towns) stole away his consecrated 
horse released as a prelude to the sacrifice. 
(7-8) 


area gant: faaqregrenritar: | 
PTA AAS ATTN 8 
unctat faf ea cay: afters | 
Ue aR aired ARAARA: I Fo N 
zaa wat wre gA afea: | 
sme aage aa AP eeu 


Looking for the horse in obedience to 
their father's command, the proud sons of 
Sumati (one of the two wives of Sagara), 
numbering sixty thousand, excavated the 
earth down to the sea-level on all sides. 
While carrying on their excavation in a 
north-easterly direction they perceived the 
horse by the side of the divine sage Kapila. 
“Here is the thief, who stole the horse, 
sitting with his eyes closed. Let this wicked 
fellow be killed and killed at once !” Shouting 
thus, they all rushed towards Him with uplifted 
weapons. At that moment the sage opened 
His eyes. (9—11) 
emim Mana: | 
TRE AEA, TOTAL I 22 N 

Deprived of their good sense by the 
powerful Indra and already killed by the sin 
of their having offended against an exalted 
soul like the divine Kapila, they were instantly 
reduced to ashes by the fire of their own 


body. (12) 
3 mA yif 
Tg sft mamm 
ai oat ted fae 
wreath À wi ya en 
It is not correct to say that the sons 
of Sagara (the king of kings) were burnt 
by the wrath of the sage Kapila. How 
can Tamoguna (ignorance) in the form of 
anger be conceived in Him who is an 
embodiment of pure Sattva (Sattva unmixed 
with Rajas and Tamas), and whose divine 
person is capable of purifying the whole 
universe, any more than particles of dust 
belonging to the earth can be conceived as 
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attaching to the sky, which is absolutely 
unattached? (13) 


Way Ae quent: Us 
How could there be a sense of difference 
(as between a friend and a foe) in the 
omniscient Lord Kapila, who is the same as 
the supreme Spirit, and by whom has been 
launched in the ocean of this world the 
strong vessel in the form of Sankhya 
philosophy, with the help of which a seeker 
after Liberation is able to cross the ocean, 
so difficult to cross, of worldly existence, 
the pathway to death? (14) 
ASE saw: E Hier FUT: | 
wea isa are faae Ta: N gu UI 
He who is referred to by the ignorant by 
the name of Asamafijasa (i.e., not good, 
although really speaking he was exceedingly 
good) was another son of Emperor Sagara, 
born of Kesini, another wife of the emperor. 
And Asamajfijasa’s son, who was devoted 
to the interests of his grandfather, King 
Sagara, was named Arhsuman. (15) 
ae seat estas | 
MAE: OT Bee att Arma fanfa: 1 g8 N 
Asamañjasa who was given to 
contemplation in his previous birth, but had 
strayed from the path of Yoga through evil 
association, although he still remembered 


his previous birth, showed himself as a 
wicked fellow. (16) 


arané cites Brat nd fafa 
PRAT ASA AA ARTTA Ul g9 11 


He did what was reproachful in the 
eyes of the world and as such unpalatable 
to his relations too. For example, he hurled 
forth playing children into the river Sarayd, 
thus frightening the people. (17) 


tiga: uftern: fer Seda À 
Birger areas evita aa Tat g 11 


Conducting himself in this way, he was 
actually forsaken (exiled) by his father, who 
set aside his parental affection. Showing to 
his father as alive the children that had been 
drowned in the river and taken for dead by 
virtue of his Yogic power, Asamafijasa 
departed from that place, Ayodhya. (18) 


adaa: HÀ MARA TROT | 
Fem AAR a WaT MATA 1 R UI 
Seeing their lost children as having 
returned to life, all the residents of Ayodhya 
felt much amazed, O Pariksit; and the king, 
Sagara, too was filled with great remorse. 
(19) 


siird Tat pA aah 
gaam wert age FAI Zo l 


Commanded by the emperor, Arnsuman 
(Asamajijasa’s son) went out in search of 
the sacrificial horse by the path dug out by 
his uncles, and discovered the horse near a 
number of heaps of ashes. (20) 

Ti aff P R ; i 
aca aR: maA: VOA FEL RRI 

Beholding Lord Visnu (who is above 
sense-perception) seated in the garb of a 
sage bearing the name of Kapila, the great 
Arnsuman glorified the Lord with a collected 
mind in the following words, bowing down to 
Him with joined palms. (21) 


agaga 
a uya wat As 


q qasen warfare: | 
gà ä ma maye- 
fAatger AAAA: IN RRN 


Arhśumān prayed: Even Brahma (who 
is not born like us) is unable even to this 
day to perceive directly through Samadhi 
(abstract meditation or self-absorption) or 
even to comprehend through reasoning of 


Dis. 8] 


various kinds, You, who are higher than his 
own self. How then could other living beings 
belonging to various species, such as gods, 
men and sub-human creatures, evolved 
severally by his mind, body and intellect 
(the products of Sattva, Tamas and Rajas 
respectively), much less we youngsters, 


altogether devoid of light (wisdom), perceive 
or know You? 


(22) 
a tester 
TA aue at way 
aaa Aa 


fag: miei a aN: 123.1 
They who are identified with a body and 
are consequently dominated by the aforesaid 
three Gunas, nay, whose intellect is 
bewildered by Your Māyā (deluding potency) 
and whose light of wisdom illuminates only 
the objects of senses (which are external to 
the mind), perceive only such objects of 
senses during their waking and dream states 
and sheer darkness (total lack of knowledge) 
in the other case, i.e., during deep sleep. 
They, however, are unable to realize You, 
who transcend the three Gunas, even though 
You ever dwell in them as their very Self 
and Inner Controller, too. (23) 
i a weet wma- 
Eie EAEL LELLES EtL ] 


wa fe ye: urani Rx 


Such that You are, how can I, an ignorant 
Person, even investigate You, who are 
knowledge personified (and hence incapable 
of being known) and are only fit to be 
contemplated upon by sages like 
Sanandana, who have by their very birth 
got rid of the notion of difference and 
infatuation, born of the attributes of Maya 
(modes of Prakrti, viz., Rajas and Tamas, 
respectively)? (24) 


TAME ot 
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Ama åa 
wae m i POA RN 
O Lord, let us, therefore, simply bow to 
You, the most ancient Person, in whom 
the aforesaid attributes of Māyā (Prakrti), 
actions prompted by them as well as 
bodies engendered by such actions are 
altogether absent, who have no (material) 
name or form, who are entirely free from 
merit and sin, yet who have by Your own 
independent will assumed (revealed) a divine 


form in order to teach wisdom to Your 
devotees ! (25) 


Taan A cites a EN | 
vara cAmeitertireaeeraare: 1 26 1 


In this world evolved by Your Maya 
(creative will) people revolve (are born again 
and again) in the midst of houses and other 
objects of senses, taking them to be real, 
their intellect being deluded by lust, greed, 
jealousy and infatuation. (26) 


WS A: HAA Hare: | 
Aree gee wera FATAI 29 11 
Today, O Lord, the very Self of all 
created beings, by Your sight alone the 
strong cord of our ignorance in the shape 
of identification with the body and so on, 
the root of all craving for sensuous enjoyment, 
as well as of actions Prompted by such 
craving and the Indriyas, the instruments of 
such actions, has been cut asunder. (27) 


IE zaa 
gehiag a nfe gf: | 
Sh Gie cun ui 


FAN eu 


Sri Suka went on: The Divine sage 
Kapila, whose glory was thus sung by 
Prince Arnsuman, mentally blessed the said 
Arnguman and spoke to him as follows, O 
protector of men! (28) 


Aerar 
adsa Aai aca frarreagrera | 
A a d aren gsi TATU 29 
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The glorious Lord replied: This horse, 
the animal to be sacrificed by your 
grandfather, Emperor Sagara, may be taken 
away by you, dear child. And these uncles 
of yours, that lie burnt here, stand in need of 
the water of the holy Ganga for their 
redemption and nothing else. (29) 
a Raa feat ware waar! 
PRAT UAT wae AAMT 301 

Walking round Him (from left to right as 
a mark of respect) and bowing to Him with 


his head bent low, the prince brought 
back the horse. And with that animal 


Emperor Sagara concluded the sacrifice, 
which had remained incomplete all this time. 
(30) 


maiya set AÀ Aer: | 
ademin AÀ mfeA 32 1 


Having entrusted the kingdom to Prince 
Arhguman, Sagara, who was now free 
from all craving and had thrown off his 
fetters in the shape of identification with the 
body etc., reached the highest goal, viz., 
final beatitude by following the course 
recommended by his preceptor, Sage Aurva. 

(31) 


sft Maem merger MEA GRII TITRA POMERS AS ATA: NE 


Thus ends the eighth discourse, hinging on the story of Sagara, in Book Nine 
of the great and glorious Bhāgavata-Purāņa, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AANST: 
Discourse IX 


The story of King Bhagiratha: the descent 
of the holy Ganga 


aye IIA 

amia AÀ Weare! 
WA Heed ATA AA: STOTT HRA: 1 R U 

Śrī Śuka resumed: Even like Sagara, 
who renounced his kingdom, Amśumān 
too abdicated the throne in favour of his son 
and practised asceticism for a long time 
with a desire to bring down from 
heaven the holy Ganga, but could not 
succeed. Then, in course of time he passed 
away. (1) 
Reinage: PATATA 
wikaera GAR a gA, TA: NRN 

His son, Dilipa, too, was unsuccessful 
like him and met his death in the course of 
his efforts. Dilipa’s son was Bhagiratha and 
he too performed great Tapas. (2) 


atama i edt weet ara a1 
seq: waar iaa Fa: 3 
The goddess presiding over the holy river 
got pleased with his devotion and revealed 
herself in person to him, saying; “I am 
prepared to confer a boon on you.” Thus 
spoken to by the goddess, the king Bhagiratha 
bent low with humility and submitted to her 
his object in carrying on his austerities and 
requestes her to come to earth. (3) 
vaste emfa att vara À ATA 
are yae Arrat Ta ATT TATA Il 
“Somebody must sustain my force even 
as | descend on earth. Otherwise, O protector 
of men! piercing the hard crust of the earth, 
| shall penetrate into Rasatala, the sixth 
subterranean sphere from above. (4) 
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fe ae a Ya ARS AT TTA | 
ya aed oa miea ARATTA 4 
“Further, | am not inclined to go down 
to the terrestrial region; for people would 
wash away their sin into me. Where shall 
| wash off that sin myself, O Bhagiratha? 
Let some thought be bestowed on this 
(5) 
PRAI 3A 
TA A: eT ARTET ARTET: | 
Bae sgag MaA varg: u s1 
King Bhagiratha submitted: “Pious 
souls who have given up attachment to 
actions as well as to their fruit, are pure of 
mind, nay, foremost among the knowers of 
Brahma and capable of purifying the whole 
world, shall wash off your sin through the 
very contact of their body while bathing in 
your water; for, in their heart dwells Sri Hari, 
the Destroyer of sins. (6) 
onfreafa & art waar ÅRTI 
aAa wit fast mea ayo 
“Again, Lord Rudra, the very Self of 
embodied souls into whom this universe is 
woven, warp and woof, as a piece of cloth 


into its threads, will bear your forceful 
pressure.” (7) 


sara BTW ea areata 
eee Usa: RATAA CU 


Having spoken thus, the said king 
Bhagiratha proceeded to propitiate Lord 
Siva by means of his austerities. And 
after a very short time, O Pariksit, 
Lord Siva became highly pleased with him. 


(8) 

wate amai udea: fyra: ı 
amak mgt mag RNN 
Having accepted the king's prayer, 
saying, “So be it!” Lord Siva, the Friend of 
the whole world, cautiously bore on His 
head the Ganga, whose water stands 
hallowed by the touch of Sri Hari’s foot. (9) 
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qia: a Water year 
wa afago Ser seta: FT ATA N Ro N 


The said royal sage, Bhagiratha, led the 
Ganga, which is capable of purifying the 
whole universe, to the spot where the bodies 
of his great grand-uncles lay reduced to 
ashes. (10) 


we agai waga 
Sor Prat Peterhead ARTA gR N 


Closely following Bhagiratha, who rode 
in advance in a chariot swift as the wind, 
and hallowing the lands on its way, the 
Ganga bathed the burnt-up sons of Sagara. 

(11) 
aA saue sift 
TET feet SI: pai AeA: g3 

Though destroyed by their own offensive 
behaviour towards a holy Brahmana, the 
sons of Sagara ascended to heaven through 


the mere touch of its waters with their 
ashes alone! (12) 


T A: FARTS: | 

fer ya: aga tat À AA AAT: 3N 

When the aforesaid sons of Sagara 
rose to heaven through the mere contact of 
its waters with their body converted into 
ashes, what need be said about them who 
make use of this heavenly stream with 
reverence everyday, having taken a vow to 
this effect? (13) 


dad nra erin aA 
amaan Aa RET: M RN 


That which has been said here with 
regard to this heavenly river, emanated as 
it is from the lotus-feet of the infinite Lord 
Visnu, and therefore, capable of ending 
transmigration, is not something which should 
excite great wonder. (14) 


fara at aR AASTAT: | 
di geri fear HEN ATATA 24 N 


For, by fully concentrating their mind on 
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those feet with reverence, pure-hearted mye FAT 
sages have speedily attained oneness with dierat yrat pra Tat ITA FI 


the Lord, shaking off their identification with 
the body (a product of the three Gunas or 
modes of Prakrti), identification with which 
is so difficult to give up. (15) 


oat niera ae asses aT 
fargghaerereregargerdsvad 186 tl 
WTI ASH Asya AAAA 
aagi are ater ATA: N ON 


_ From the loins of Bhagiratha sprang up 
Sruta, whose son was Nabha. Of the latter 
was born Sindhudwipa; of Sindhudwipa, 
Ayutayu; and from him sprang up Rtuparna 
a friend of Nala, who received the knowledge 
of training horses from Nala, imparting to 
him in return the secret of winning the 
game of dice. And Rtuparna’s son was 
Sarvakama. (16-17) 

m: yena maaa T 

amaai i à neg Ra aA 
asma TASTA: ARAT I g I 
From the loins of Sarvakāma sprang up 
Sudāsa and his son, O king, was Saudāsa 
(the husband of Madayanti), whom people 
actually called Mitrasaha, while in some 
places they referred to him as Kalmasapada. 
Due to the curse pronounced by the sage 
Vasistha (his preceptor) he turned out to be 
an ogre and had no issue sprung from his 
own loins in consequence of his own action. 
(18) 

WHAT 

fee ffir et: yra: eters HET: | 

Uae Agram: Heat 7 Tat ae 23 ul 


King Pariksit submitted: What was 
the occasion for the curse pronounced by 
the preceptor, the sage Vasistha, on the 
high-souled Saudasa? We desire to know 
this, which may kindly be pointed out to us 
unless it be a secret. (19) 


yia mat Aisa wa: nafaa Ro 11 


Sri Śuka replied: While roaming in 
pursuit of game, so the tradition goes, 
Saudasa (son of Sudasa) killed a certain 
ogre and let go his brother, who immediately 
left with the intention of retaliating. (20) 


a fara Us: FESR Tel 
TRA Apa waa Frat TATA 2g N 


Contemplating harm to the king, Saudasa, 
he assumed the form of the latter's cook at 
his palace and, having dressed human flesh, 
took it to his preceptor (the sage Vasistha), 
who had called at his palace with intent to 
dine. (21) 
udg ra frets | 
WAAR Hal TAT Das PETA 11 VN 

Immediately perceiving human flesh 
(which is ever prohibited as food) about to 
be served to him, the glorious sage flew 
into a rage and uttered an imprecation on 
the king saying, “You will surely turn an 
ogre through this improper conduct of 
yours.” (22) 


pi de faterar an gair 
Asas ASSA TS Ml MATA: N 23 N 
Learning in the meantime that it was 
the work of an ogre, the sage limited the 
operation of the curse to a period of twelve 
years only; while Saudasa too, in his turn, 
took water in the hollow of his joined palms, 
fully prepared to utter a counter curse on 
his preceptor (who had cursed him for no 
fault of his). (23) 
arta Herat Hert: Teast | 
fam: waar wed uyatni Fa: RLI 
Stopped by his wife, Madayanti, and 
finding the four quarters, the sky and the 
earth all instinct with life, the king Saudasa 
dropped that harmful water (burning with 
the fire of his wrath) on his own feet (lest it 
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might injure any other living being, thus 
justifying his appellation, Mitrasaha, which 
means he who is indulgent towards his 
friends and well-wishers). (24) 


Tae WAT: US HATA TTA: | 
marae Cae aera fest 24 11 
Blackened in his feet (by the action of 
the water thrown by him and hence named 
as Kalmasapada) and having acquired an 
ogre-like disposition, Saudasa saw one night 


Brahmana couple dwelling in a forest at the 
time of copulation. (25) 


qual è fet aaar 
FMA TA: MRR RERA: N R 
maa: A e iA 
Afè Ascerenrarer apne aR EI 291 
Pinched by hunger, Saudasa seized the 
Brahmana (with the intention of devouring 
him), whereupon his wife pleaded like one 
afflicted: “You are no ogre as such; you are, 
on the other hand, a great chariot-warrior 
among the scions of Ikswaku and the 
husband of Madayanti, O valiant monarch! 
You ought not to do what is unrighteous. 
Pray, restore to me, eager as | am to have 
a son, my husband, who is a Brahmana 
and has not yet attained his objects. (26-27) 


Wi aa Ter, erena: | 
wma aA dit wateiae seat ecu 


“This human body, O king, is capable of 
yielding all the objects sought after by a 
Jiva. Therefore, the destruction of this body, 
O heroic king, is spoken of as the frustration 
of all one’s objects. (28) 


wa fe arent fagina: sienna: | 
aRar mergea 
niyada aai WT Ue 
“Indeed this Brahmana is not only learned 
but endowed with asceticism, an amiable 
disposition and other virtues. Nay, he seeks 


to worship Brahma (the Absolute), known 
by the name of Maha-visnu (the supreme 


Person) which, though present in all created 
beings, is screened by ego etc., (the 
products of the three Gunas or modes of 
Prakrti) by looking upon all living beings as 
his very Self. (29) 
ast wate mafian fast 
aia mdg ast fagara: 1 30 1 
“As such how can he, the foremost of 
Brahmana sages, deserve death, O lord 
knowing what is right, at the hands of the 


foremost of royal sages in you, any more 
than a son at the hands of his father? (30) 


Ta Ure YO eT: | 

wea ae GT TUNA GAA VAL Be ll 
“How can you, esteemed of the righteous, 

approve of the death, at your own hands, 

of this pious and sinless Brahmana, an 

expositor of the Vedas even while still 


unborn, any more than you would the 
slaughter of a cow? (31) 


werd frat uag at wre oda: | 

a sitter fart aa aut a gah aa 321 
“If, in spite of my protests, this Brahmana, 

without whom | shall not survive even for a 


moment, is to be made a victim by you, 


then first devour me, who will be as good as 
dead.” (32) 


Ta menn fare sre | 
aa: Uyrararad ATE: AEA: 1133 11 


In spite of her pleading Pitifully in this 
way and crying like a helpless woman, King 
Saudasa, who was deluded by the curse of 
his preceptor, sage Vasistha, devoured the 
Brahmana even as a tiger would devour a 
beast. (33) 


Watt dtea fefirt eater afer | 
reaa, Bitar wat 3% i 
Finding her husband (lit., impregnator) 
eaten up by Saudasa, who behaved like 
an ogre, and lamenting herself, the chaste 


Brahmana woman, full of anger, cursed the 
king in the following words: (34) 
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meat ware: Ure aAA: Ufa | 
ware yaemp affa: 1 34 11 


“Since my husband, O wicked soul, has 
been devoured by you while | was stricken 
with passion, your death too, O foolish one, 
will follow as you will desire sexual 
intercourse.” (35) 
wa fared wear ufaao | 
qe Brag seat wrt Af TAT Ut BE N 

Having cursed King Mitrasaha in the 
aforesaid words and consigning her husband's 
bones to a flaming fire, the lady who looked 
upon the world of her husband (the region to 
which the soul of her husband had gone) as 
her ultimate destination, followed the course 
of her husband i.e., burnt herself to death.(36) 


amà greyed Bera AEA: | 
faara aaoi afer ao franha: 11 391 


Rid of the curse (of his preceptor) at the 
end of twelve years, and fully intent upon 
copulation, he was stopped by his wife 
Madayanti, who had come to know of the 
curse pronounced on him by the aforesaid 
Brahmana lady. (37) 


ad Sed U TAA AJG OTST: | 
afrsmeqadt Wea Ware I 3 I 


Thenceforth he gave up the pleasures 
of sex and consequently did not have any 
issue due to his own action of devouring 
a Brahmana. Entreated by him, sage 
Vasistha begot an issue through Madayanti. 

(38) 
a à oa am miaa aad | 
TASTE TEM: ASIA HAM I 3N Il 


She actually bore the child in her womb 
for seven years; the boy, however, did not 
see the light yet. Vasistha thereupon hit her 
abdomen with a stone; and the boy who 
thus emerged from the womb was for that 
reason called ASmaka. (39) 


asa Sgt a: Gath: afa: | 
Antes ga Fart Yes HAA Xo N 


From the loins of ASmaka sprang up 
Mulaka, who was effectively protected 
against the wrath of ParaSurama by women, 
who actually shielded his body as an armour. 
Hence he was called by the name of 
Narikavaca. When not a single Ksatriya 
was left after the extermination of the 
Ksatriya race by Parasurama, it was he 
who served as the stock of the regenerated 
Ksatriya race. Hence he became known as 
Mulaka. (40) 


aa coed Ya tefaseda: | 
Wan fayaael TA BAT I AMAT SF I 


Of Mulaka, Dagaratha was born and 
from the loins of the latter sprang up a son, 
Aidavida by name. Of Aidavida was born 
Vigwasaha, whose son, Khatwanga, turned 
out to be a universal monarch. (41) 


at AfA amaa afer gst: | 
pimpi wage HÀ AA UI 


Hard to conquer (himself), he slew 
demons in battle at the entreaty of the 
gods. On coming to know at the conclusion 
of the battle that only an hour's life was 
left to him, he forthwith returned to his 
capital by an aerial car lent to him by 
the gods and concentrated his mind on 


God. (42) 
AÀ MAHA WOM: FARTA AAT: | 
a fara nA T A eT TATA: 11 3 UI 
q asà after tad zafad! 


ATA ACTA FHS ARATE 8% I 

He said to himself, “Neither life nor 
sons nor riches nor earth nor kingship nor 
wife is dearer to me than the Brahmana 
race, the adored of my family. Even during 
my childhood my mind never took delight 
under any circumstance in unrighteousness. 
Nor did | ever find any other reality than the 
Lord of excellent renown. (43-44) 


aa: ama art wel ara: | 
A aa was art yaaa: l v4 Il 
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“Although a boon of my choice was 
offered to me by the gods, the rulers of all 
the three worlds (heaven, earth and the 
intermediate region), | did not hanker after 
such enjoyment, engrossed as | was in the 
thought of Lord Visnu, the Maker and 
Protector of all beings. (45) 


Aaaa gana aea ferry 

a Rafa fet yaari fargar ni ve 1 
“Even the aforesaid gods, whose senses 

and mind too are bewildered by the objects 

of senses fail to discover their beloved Lord, 


ever present in their own heart as their very 
Self; how, then, could others know Him? (46) 


OF 


we upeana fayaad- 
ater feet ae wà won 
“Therefore, shaking off, by means of 
Devotion to the Maker of the universe, the 
attachment, rooted by the very nature of 
things in the mind, for the objects of senses 


(which are products of the three Gunas or 
modes of Prakrti), produced by the Maya 
(creative energy) of the Lord and no more 
real than a fanciful project, | hereby betake 
myself to Him.” (47) 


ofa aaa qq maniT | 
Ramana aa: Fa aTa: N 8 N 
AL A Bel W QETA YAR ETT 
WTA areata a ofa fe maT: N% 1 
Having thus resolved by force of his 
reason, which was drawn towards Himself 
by Lord Visnu (who has His abode in water), 
and shedding his ignorance in the form of 
identification with the body and so on (which 
are other than the Self), Knatwanga forthwith 
regained his essential character (divine state), 
which is the same as that transcendent 
Absolute, which, though not unsubstantial, 
is conceived as intangible (because lying 
beyoud the range of speech and other 
organs) and is very subtle too, nay, which 
devotees of God undoubtedly refer to as 
the almighty Lord Vasudeva. (48-49) 


AiR FAAS ATA: I e II 
Thus ends the ninth discourse, forming part of an account of the solar dynasty, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA ANSATTE: 
Discourse X 
An account of Sri Rama’s pastimes 


AYE SAAT 
Tag Sea TITHE TY: | 


aera HERNAN, amisa gu 

Sri Suka resumed: From the loins of 
Khatwanga sprang up Dirghabahu (the long- 
armed one), of whom was born Raghu of 
wide renown. From the loins of the latter 
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sprang up the great king Aja, of whom 
DaSaratha was born. (1) 


verte ware Blas aera ae: 1 
amida aqui Gat wise: at: 
THe gA AAT 


Again entreated by the gods, Lord Sri 
Hari Himself (who has already been seen 
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by you in your mother’s womb and) who 
is entirely constituted of Brahma, the 
Absolute, assumed the role of a son to the 
blessed Dasaratha appearing in as many 
as four forms under the names of Sri Rama, 
Bharata, Laksmana and Satrughna, Himself 


in His entirety and His brothers as His part 
manifestation. (2) 


ware mAN: 1 
aa fe ai yft car dares: 3 
The story in the form of a chronicle of 
the aforesaid Sri Rama (the Spouse of Sita) 
has already been narrated in detail, O 
Pariksit, by seers like Valmiki who had 
realized the Truth, and has undoubtedly 
been heard by you time and again. (I shall 


accordingly content myself with reproducing 
it only in a nutshell.) (3) 


at Bars, l 
naraon: frafareeu- 
$. = 
wefertseaq: aaae 
BATISTA: usu 


Having abandoned for the sake of 
redeeming the pledge of His father (King 
DaSaratha) His title to kingship, He roamed 
about from forest to forest on His lotus-feet, 
which were too soft even for the touch of 
the petal-like hands of His beloved Consort, 
Sita, His fatigue from the journey being 
relieved now and again by the blessed 
Hanuman, the monkey chief, and His 
own younger brother, Laksmana, who 
accompanied Him to the forest and kneaded 
His feet and other limbs alongwith Hanuman. 
The deity presiding over the ocean was 
terrified by the very display of His brows 
knit in anger, excited by the grievous 
separation from His beloved Sita, which 
had been brought about by the mutilation of 


Strpanakha (sister of Ravana, the demon 
king of Lanka, so-called because she had 
nails as big as a winnowing basket, nay, 
whose nose and ears were chopped off by 
Laksmana at the instance of Sri Rama, an 
incident which provoked Ravana to abduct 
Sita in the absence of Sri Rama and 
Laksmana. May that Lord of Kosala (Oudh) 
who subsequently caused a bridge to be 
built across the sea and exterminated the 
host of wicked demons, including Ravana, 
even as a wild fire consumes a whole 
forest—protect us ! (4) 


fayerftareat aa urtraren ATERT: | 
wa mente eat AATF: 4 


Earlier in the course of a sacrificial 
performance of the sage Viswamitra, Marica 
and other demon chiefs, who roamed 
about and carried on their nefarious 
activities at night, were beaten up by Him 
all alone, Laksmana standing and watching. 


(5) 


ama amici = saaqafite 
waited To faqs ass HÀ NS I 


Picking up in the midst of an assembly 
of world-renowned heroes the formidable 
bow of Lord Siva, lying in a hall specially 
built for the self-choice marriage of Princess 
Sita and brought conjointly by three hundred 
men, He strung it and drawing it, broke it in 
the middle, O protector of men, as sportfully 
as an infant elephant would snap a stick of 
sugar-cane ! (6) 


Having won, as the prize for his feat of 
valour, Sri, the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity, whose virtues, disposition, a9® 
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limbs and appearance eminently matched 
His, nay, who (in the form of a golden 
streak) had already secured an honourable 
place on His bosom and who bore the 
name of Sita; He subdued, while on His 
way back to Ayodhya, the overgrown pride 
of Parasurama (the chief of the Bhrgus), 
who had thrice seven times swept the earth 
clean even of the seed of the Ksatriya 
ruling race. (7) 

a: aaaea st 

Aa nà ferret è wa: | 

wi ft wa: gA Pad 
aaa a aaga Rg: I 
The Lord, Sri Krsna, accepted with His 
head bent low the command of even His 
uxorious father, King DaSaratha, who was 
bound by the cords of truthfulness, and, 
relinquishing His claim to the throne of 
Ayodhya, the imperial fortune, His loving 
relations (mother and so on), friends and 
dwelling-place, even as an ascetic (who 
has shaken off all attachment) would give 
up the ghost, left for the woods alongwith 
His divine spouse, Sita. (8) 


E a sil 

While in the forest He mutilated the 
features of SUrpanakha (the sister of the 
demon king) a woman of unclean mind, 
slew her kinsmen, numbering not less than 
fourteen thousand, Khara, Disana and Trisira 
being the foremost of them, and roaming 
about with an irresistible bow in His hand, 
led a hard life, roaming about in the dense 
forest. (9) 


E IGIE WIEG MiL ras M 
ge aAa TÀ aR | 


mAsa rags sorsat 
ariang ATAA AN HAM: N Ro N 


Observing the demon Marica deputed in 
the form of a weird (golden) deer, O protector 
of men, by Ravana, the ten-headed monster, 
whose passion had been kindled on hearing 
a description of Sita from the lips of 
Strpanakha and drawn away from His 
hermitage by the aforesaid deer, He forthwith 
killed Marica with an arrow even as 
Virabhadra slew Daksa*. (10) 


Tats graa fasana 
Aeman, 1 
aa at paraa a fagen: 
sia naaa uriya ii 22 1 


On Sita (the Daughter of Janaka, the 
ruler of the Videha country, now known as 
Tirhut in north Bihar) having been forcibly 
carried away from the forest during His 
absence by Ravana, the vilest of the demons, 
even as a sheep is snatched away by a wolf, 
the Lord, who was thus disunited from His 
beloved Consort, wandered in that forest 
alongwith His younger brother, Laksmana, 
like a forlorn creature, exemplifying in that 
way the sad plight of those excessively given 
over to women (in love). (11) 


PRATSSHPACAP AI, Harel 
wet fara nadra À: 1 
qanana et AA- 
Samma a msan aag: N R 


Having cremated (like a devoted son) 
Jatayu (the king of vultures) who had all his 
stock of Karma wiped out through his heroic 
action in the shape of a duel with the mighty 
Ravana for Sri Rama’s sake (for the 
deliverance of His beloved Spouse, Sita, from 
the clutches of that tyrant) the Lord slew the 
demon Kabandha (who had stretched his 
arms to seize Him). Then, cultivating 


* Vide IV.V. 24. 
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friendship with the monkeys (Sugriva, 
Hanuman and others) and ascertaining 
through them, when Vali had been killed, the 
where-abouts of His Darling, the Lord who 
behaved as a human being even though His 
feet are worshipped even by Brahma (the 
birthless creator) and Lord Siva, marched 
with the forces of Sugriva, the ruler of the 
monkeys, to the seashore. (12) 
EENI kS IE E BIG IAE LE 
Sutera nS: | 
fq: meii uty «tt 
uana TUT WAI 83 ll 


The deity presiding over the ocean found 
the crocodiles and alligators in it agitated by 
a fierce glance cast by Him in seeming 
anger (provoked by deity of waters failure 
to appear before the Lord in spite of His 
waiting for him for three days without food 
and water), nay, its very roar silenced through 
fear. Therefore, assuming a living form and 
taking articles of worship on his head, the 
deity of ocean waters approached the Lord’s 
lotus-feet and spoke as follows: (13) 


Barat: AMON Te: VAM 
TAFA YAU: U AAPL TTT: A 
“Dull-witted as we are, O infinite Lord, 
we are unable to know You, the most ancient 
Person, the immutable supreme Ruler of all 
the worlds. Surely, You are no other than 
that Lord of Prakrti (consisting of the three 
Gunas) from whose Sattvika aspect sprang 
up hosts of divinities, from whose Rajasika 
aspect, the various lords of created beings 
and from whose Tamasika aspect appeared 
the lords of ghosts. (14) 


mafa Raa ga yor: 1 Ru Ul 
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“Be pleased now to march across the 
ocean at Your will; slay Ravana, who by his 
atrocities makes the three worlds cry; 
recover Your Spouse, O valiant One; and 
for the expansion of Your fame construct 
here a bridge, reaching which monarchs, 
intent on the conquest of the four quarters, 
may sing Your glory.” (15) 


aA afafa: 
i miae: | 


zigi fataogms sATA N gE N 
Having accordingly constructed across 
the sea a bridge with mountain-peaks of 
every description, full of trees, the boughs 
of which were shaken by the bands of 
monkey chiefs, who handled them, the Lord, 
accompanied by armies of monkeys led by 
Sugriva, Nila and Hanuman, entered under 
the guidance of Vibhisana the fortress of 
Lanka, already burnt by Hanuman in course 
of his quest for Sita. (16) 


WM amaeana- 
sigida aeg | 
fnere pN- 
THe magaga a go go 


With its sports-grounds, granaries, 
treasuries, doorways, city-gates, council- 
chambers, porticos and pigeon-cots occupied 
by the army of monkey-chiefs and its 
platforms, flags, jars of gold placed on both 
sides of its entrances and crossroads being 
destroyed, the city shook like a river churned 
by herds of elephants. (17) 


uR Ppp- 
MA TTT THT | 
Ut = SGC IEICE Zauli 
map RAA pART I 2 l 


Perceiving this (havoc), Rāvaņa, the 
lord of the demons, deputed Nikumbha, 
Kumbha, Dhūmrākşa, Durmukha, Surantaka. 
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Narantaka and others, his son Meghanada, 
Prahasta, all his followers headed by Atikaya 
and Vikampana and afterwards his younger 
brother, Kumbhakarna, to meet the invading 
army. (18) 


Tagen aAA 1 ee 1 


Accompanied by Sugriva (the lord of 
the monkeys), Laksmana (His own younger 
brother), Hanuman (son of the wind-god), 
Gandhamadana, Nila, Prince Angada 
(Sugriva’s nephew and heir-apparent), 
Jambavan (the king of the bears), Panasa 
and others, Sri Rama too marched against 
that army of the demons, which was difficult 
to penetrate, armed as it was with cutlasses, 
Stlas (sharp-pointed steel weapons), bows, 
Prasas (darts), Rstis (double-edged swords), 
javelins, Tomaras (iron clubs) and swords. 

(19) 


Meeting in a single combat the hostile 
army consisting of elephants, foot-soldiers, 
Chariots and cavalry, all the aforesaid 
generals of Sri Rama (the Lord of the 
Raghus), Angada and others struck with 
trees, rocks, maces and arrows the demons 
whose Lord, Ravana, had all his good 
luck wiped off by the abduction of Sita. 

(20) 


faura AA: À: N R N 
Enraged to see the destruction of his 
army and mounting the aerial car (viz., 
Puspaka that had been snatched away by 
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him from Kubera, the god of riches), Ravana, 
the lord of the demons, forthwith marched 
against Sri Rama, shining brightly in a 
splendid heavenly car brought by Matali, 
the charioteer of Indra, and struck Him with 
sharpened arrows having crescent-shaped 
heads. (21) 


wee egn TA: 
aana PITT A | 
waa we waft 
qa sare Sa HAAS: N 23 


Sri Rama said to him, “O refuge of 
ogres, |, whose prowess cannot be prevailed 
against, shall award this very day to you, 
who have cast all shame to the winds, 
even as Kala does to a perpetrator of sin, 
the fruit of your detested action consisting 
of the fact that my beloved spouse was 
stolen away during my absence by your 
wicked self, who behaved like a dog.” 


(22) 


AIST ar aereeioag fear 

ERA areata SA agate fier: 1 23 11 

Scolding him thus, the Lord discharged 
at him an arrow put by Him to His bow and 
it split his heart, hard as adamant. Like a 
virtuous soul whose stock of merit has 
exhausted, he fell from his aerial Car, vomiting 
blood through his ten mouths, in the midst 
of his people crying “Dear me ! Dear me !!” 


(23) 
at Preset ART TA: HEAT: | 
mA ae afer, Weer SUTRA 3% 1 


Issuing forth from Lanka in their 
thousands, with Mandodari, the Principal 
consort of Ravana, Raksasa women now 


rushed, weeping bitterly, to the spot where 
Ravana lay dead. (24) 


APL aM FRR afters iR TT 
BS: Tat ST Cr SATA It 2 I 
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Hugging each her own relations struck 
down by the shafts of Laksmana (Sri Rama's 
younger brother), they helplessly wailed in 
loud tones as follows, beating their person 
with their own hands: (25) 


Bl Sat: BH Ga WA ATA WaT | 
+ Aare Mgt aA ETT tt BG 1 


“Alas, undone we are, O lord ! O Ravana, 
who made the whole world weep by your 
tyranny !! Bereft of you and overrun by the 
enemy, whom should Lanka seek as its 
protector? (26) 
Fa aq WaT wary TAA TTA: | 
Aa Tae a aa Ata STATA 9 1 

“Swayed by passion, you did not realize, 
O highly blessed one, such extraordinary 
power of Sita’s glory, by which you have 
been reduced to this miserable plight! 

(27) 
want fava agi ad a Hera 
Be HAS gm MARIÀ Ul Re N 

“Widowed is this Lanka as well as we, 
O delight of your race ! Nay, your body has 
been made the food of vultures and your 
soul rendered fit for hell.” (28) 

MY ITA 
ani naorah aaar EA: | 
Adaa agh MARA R I 

Sri Suka continued: Encouraged 
(commanded) by Sri Rama (the uncrowned 
King of Kosala), Vibhisana, the youngest 
brother of Ravana, performed for the benefit 
of his Kinsmen (Ravana and others) 
whatever is ordained in the scriptures by 
way of obsequies according to the procedure 
laid down for a sacrifice intended to propitiate 
the manes. (29) 


aA g | waryitmattarsrt 
ami tafereoatt frrr lt 30 N 
w: fami at dat eaan | 


The Lord then saw in a retreat in the 


+ SRIMAD BHAGAVATA « 


[Dis. 10 


Asoka garden His most beloved Spouse, 
Sita emaciated due to the torment of 
separation from Him and seated at the foot 
of a Sirh$apa (Asoka) tree. Observing Her 
in that wretched plight Sri Rama was filled 
with compassion. (304) 


aaaea ARTA 3RN 
anaes at wea EEN: | 
fasttororra wera] Sea TATATA | 32 1 
aggya Heard sat road: GET 
aaao: pAn AA: TAT 33 1 
smia: yagen fiar i 
Aaaah Yea A ARTER I 3% 1 
Bestowing on Vibhisana the rulership 
of the Raksasa hordes, the city of Lanka 
and longevity extending to the end of the 
Kalpa, and first helping Sita, the lotus of 
whose countenance was now blooming with 
joy caused by His full vision to mount the 
aerial car Puspaka, the Lord, who had now 
completed His vow of residing in a forest 
for fourteen years, stepped into the car 
alongwith His two brothers (His brother 
Laksmana and His adopted brother, Sugriva) 
and, further accompanied by Hanuman, flew 
back to His capital Ayodhya, showered over 
on the way with flowers offered by the 
guardians of the various worlds, His heroic 
deeds being joyfully celebrated all along by 
Brahma, the creator and others. The highly 
merciful Lord, however, felt much pained to 
learn about His younger brother, Bharata, 
who, covering himself with the bark of trees, 
was living on barley boiled in the urine of 


cows, (31—34) 
Terarefiraisaeratect TATT 
Wa: mamai Arg: 1 34 I! 
ued frie ea Te WEES | 


aama aiana AEA: 1 36 I! 
mA a yg: vofa: | 
muing aa TÀ: 11 39l 
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wore matted locks on his head and 
slept on the ground strewn with blades of 
the sacred KuSa grass. Hearing of Sri Rama 
having arrived, Prince Bharata placed on 
his head the latters wooden sandals 
(gifted to him by the Lord as a token of love) 
and, accompanied by the citizens of 
Ayodhya, his ministers and family priests, 
proceeded from Nandigrama, where he was 
camping, to meet his elder Brother in the 
midst of festal songs and sounds of musical 
instruments and, further, accompanied by 
great exponents of the Vedas, repeatedly 
chanting in loud tones sacred texts from the 
Vedas, by flags with gilded edges, chariots 
of gold decked with flags of various colours, 
(35—37) 

mà saa: pead: | 
MRa Ada aA: 3 

msma a a A E 
Aia N wera: 1 BS Ul 

Wigs Ra Wee: MATAA: | 
qia Fat creat rey AAS: 11 %0 N 
noble horses with trappings of gold, 
warriors protected by gold armours, traders 
of every description, courtezans and servants 
following on foot, and also taking with him 
royal insignia (in the shape of an umbrella, 
chowries and so on) and valuable 
commodities (jewels etc.), of every 
description, great and small, by way of 
presents. Placing the sandals before Sri 
Rama, he dropped down at His feet, his 
heart and eyes moistened with love, and 
Stood with joined palms and eyes full of 
tears. Keeping him folded in His arms for a 
long time and bathing him with tears flowing 
from His eyes, (38—40) 


WH anaim fast ASTM: | 
Na: Fae Aaah Ua AART: N8 1 


Sri Rama Himself, alongwith Laksmana 
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and Sita, offered His greetings to the 
Brahmanas as well as to those (others) 
who were most deserving of honour and 
was, in His turn, saluted by the 


Segre ates Farry 
oer aera ets Reval rg n 


Observing their lord returned home 
after a long time, the inhabitants of north 
Kosala joyfully danced, waving their lovely 
scarfs and showering flowers on Him. 


(42) 

WR NASTEREA | 
Anim: aia: yA AeA: N 83N 
Bharata took His pair of wooden sandals; 
Vibhişaņa alongwith Sugriva (who stood 
severally on His right and left), a chowrie 
and an excellent fan, respectively; and 
Hanuman, son of the wind-god, who stood 


behind the Lord, held the white umbrella 
over Him. (43) 


agaga: diet Meias 
afauage: wet ot miek za w% 1 
J Śatrughna, the youngest brother of 
Sri Rāma, bore His bow and the pair of 
quivers; Sita held the Kamandalu (water-pot 
of cocoanut-shell) Containing the water of 
sacred lakes and rivers; Angada carried 
His sword and Jambavan, the king of the 
bears, His shield of gold, O protector of 
men! (44) 
rasta: cif: aya afiafi: | 
fas Tar Tar Devas FAET: 1 xe 1 
Seated in the aerial car named Puspaka, 
attended by the aforesaid dancing women 
and panegyrized by bards, the Lord shone 
brightly, O king, like the rising moon in the 
midst of other planets. (45) 
agirian: asta draai wera ga 
Ware wat euei: TATTLE A 
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TR TATRA RNa: WITT | 
Stet Teas ama, AAI: Il vo tl 


Welcomed by His younger brothers, the 
Lord too entered the festive city and, on 
entering the royal palace, duly honoured 
His stepmothers (Kaikeyi and so on), His 
own mother, the blessed Kausalya, 
preceptors (Vasistha and others), His equals 
in age as well as those younger than He, 
and was honoured in return by them. 
Likewise, Sita and Laksmana too met them 
in a befitting manner. (46-47) 
UAT AIR WTS gA: | 
amangsa areata: Ya: 1 Xe N 

Rising from their seats, like dead bodies 
returning to life, the aforesaid mothers of 
these princes placed their sons on their lap 
and, bathing them all over with a flood of 
tears, shed their grief of separation from 
them. (48) 
wer Pria fafaa gorge: Wi TE: | 
amas ies aq: RnR: 1 %89 Ul 

Causing the matted locks of Sri Rama 
to be disentangled, the sage Vasistha, 
His preceptor, alongwith the elders of 
His race, the Raghus, bathed Him with the 
water of all the four oceans and other sacred 
waters even as the sage Brhaspati, the 
preceptor of the gods, bathed Indra, the 
ruler of the gods. (49) 


Wa HAA: FATA: ATT SHA: | 
Tacha: gA at yo N 


Having thus washed His whole body 
including His head, nay, clad in beautiful 
attire and adorned with wreaths of flowers 
and ornaments, the Lord shone with His 
younger brothers (Bharata, Laksmana and 
Satrughna) and divine Consort, Sita, who 
were all well-adorned with jewels and 
elegantly dressed. (50) 
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amami wat ufo werfed: | 
war: wera antron aT: | 
Spire gaa wat AY at a TN Ge 


Won over by His brother, Bharata, through 
prostrations, Sri Rama accepted the throne 
of Ayodhya and like a father protected the 
people of His kingdom, who were all devoted 
to their respective duties and endued with 
the characteristics of their own Varna (grade 
in society) and Asrama (stage in life); while 
they, in their turn, recognized Him as their 
father. (51) 
Fara ada ret: PTAA aT | 
wa mA eit nAg YRI 

So long as Sri Rama, who knew what is 
right and brought happiness to all created 
beings, reigned as king, time was like 
Krtayuga (Satyayuga, the first Yuga) though 
actually Treta (the second Yuga) prevailed. 


(52) 

aft wat frat atr graferera: | 
Ba BMS SA VST TSN G3 Ul 
Forests, rivers, mountains, Varsas 
(subdivisions of a Dwipa), Dwipas (principal 
divisions of the globe) and oceans, all yielded 
the desired objects for the people, O chief 
of the Bharatas! (53) 


qenien ANRT: | 
yarara ATS TA TAAT | 4 I 


While Sri Rama, who is the same as 
Lord Visnu, ruled as king, mental and 
bodily ailments, old age, self-disparagement, 
sorrow, grief, fear and fatigue were non- 
existent. Nay, death too did not overtake 
the unwilling. (54) 
uaia mafiaa: fa: 
ward geii Raa ATERA aS I 

Strictly observing the vow of having 
only one wife throughout His life and 
conducting Himself like a sage even 


though a king, the pious Lord Himself 
scrupulously performed His household 


Dis. 11) 


* BOOK NINE + 


57 


BO AN ROI o ua 


duties just in order to give a lesson to the 
people. (55) 
POAT Vite usa dt 


fran feat a rea td: MATERA: 11 4K II 


By Her affection, obedience, amiable 
disposition, intelligence and bashfulness, Sita, 


who was not only virtuous but meek through 


humility and knew His intention, captivated 
the mind of Her divine Spouse. (56) 


WARY GASAAT: Il 20 II 
Thus ends the tenth discourse, forming part of the Narrative of Sri Rama, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramaharnsa-Samhita. 


Senay SATA: 


Discourse XI 
The other pastimes of Sri Rama 


Aye Ta 
MANASSA WA SAAT: | 
udani tat areata, Wa gu 

Sri Suka resumed: Guided by His 
preceptor, sage Vasistha, the divine Sri 
Rama Himself propitiated by means of 
sacrificial performances, conducted with 
excellent ingredients, His own Self in the 
form of Lord Visnu, representing all the 
gods on His person. (1) 


Asea fayi wre ae afer wy: | 
seeds uie a sche area H: NRI 


At the conclusion of the sacrifices the 
Lord gave away, by way of sacrificial fees, 
the eastern quarter to the Hota, the southern 
quarter to Brahma, the western quarter to 
the Adhwaryu and the northern quarter to 
the Udgata, the chanter of Samaveda. (2) 


areata edt grat aradt Weta! 

Waar sé gpa aasi Aege: 3 
To His preceptor He gave away the 

entire land that remained at the centre, 


recognizing, as He did, that the Brahmana 
alone was entitled to the whole of this earth, 
Himself being free from all craving. 


(3) 
yaa aagana a: | 
an maA A dagaa i x 


In this way Śri Rama, who had given 
away His valuables and cash too, was left 
with the ornaments and the two pieces of 
cloth He had on His person; and Empress 
Sita, daughter of Janaka, the ruler of the 
Videha country, too was left only with Her 
Mangala-Sutra*, every other ornament even 
on Her person having been given away by 
Her to Brahmana ladies. (4) 


Delighted to witness the most 
praiseworthy parental affection of the Lord, 
who is so fond of the Brahmanas, they, 
however, returned all that to Him and spoke 
as follows, their mind tender with affection. 


(5) 


* The auspicious thread with a piece of gold at the centre worn by married women round their neck 


as long as their husband lives. 
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ani ae fe g we YaTT 
aAa faya ant df ethers N 
“As a matter of fact, what has not been 
given to us by You, O Lord! O Ruler of the 
universe, when we know that, entering our 
innermost heart, You wipe out our ignorance 
by Your divine splendour? (6) 


at maaa | WaTarepvenerey | 
smga aeteverfiarera ii 9 N 


Hail to Lord Sri Rama, a votary of the 
Brahmanas, the foremost of those enjoying 
excellent renown, whose wisdom knows no 
obstruction and whose holy feet are cherished 
by those who have given up all forms of 
violence. (7) 


maag amaA: | 
ae ares yore TN raters RAA N 


On a certain night, while moving about 
incognito and unnoticed in the capital with 
the intention of knowing the mind of the 
people, Sri Rama overheard the following 
remarks of someone concerning His own 
Spouse, Sita: (8) 
a faut wi gema ATTA | 
Tini faya iai WaT ATE ST YA: 1 R 

“| would have you no more, a wicked and 
unchaste woman that you are, since you 
have lived in the house of another. King 
Rama, who is excessively fond of his wife, 
may retain Sita in his house; but | am not 
going to accept you again in any case.” (9) 


ofa Aa agga SMTEATSaaa: | 
Tee Ute AT ART WIT WATTS It 0 I 


Forsaken by Her divine Consort, Sri 
Rama, who was afraid of the ignorant and 
myriad-mouthed world, which could not be 
easily placated, Sita reached the hermitage 
of the sage Valmiki (son of Praceta, the 
god of water). (10) 


aadA sare oat at Aa Aer | 
pul cra shat ware Pata fara APT: 1 2R 1 
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Being enceinte, She gave birth, when 
the time came, to twins who became 
(severally) known as KuSa and Lava. Sage 
Valmiki performed the purificatory rites 
concerning them. (11) 


agaaa Anea Bat | 

Aa: Une SAM UTA WATT 2? 1 
The two sons of Laksmana were called 

Angada and Citraketu; while Taksa and 

Puskala were the two sons of Bharata, O 

lord of the earth ! (12) 


WE: Aes ATA aya: | 
Treaty AEN ser eat farsa fey 83 UI 
add ia wd wa waa! 
WAVES HÀ: Ut AUT AT VARA | 
Bal APS Wer Aa AMT À TTT gX 
Further, Subahu and Srutasena were the 
two sons of Satrughna. In the course of his 
conquest of the four quarters Bharata slew 
Gandharvas (celestial musicians) in tens of 
millions and, bringing their wealth to Ayodhya, 
presented it all to the King, Sri Rama. Again, 
getting rid of the demon, Lavana by name, 
son of Madhu, Satrughna for his part founded 
on the site of the forest of Madhuvana a 
city known as Mathura. (13-14) 


Tt fafarer are ater erat fanfa | 
erat wreit feat grads FI ek 


Having committed Her sons, Kuśa and 
Lava, to the care of the sage Valmiki and 
contemplating on Sri Rama's feet, so the 
tradition goes, Sita, who had been exiled by 
Her divine Spouse and could no longer 
bear separation from Him, found Her way 
into the bowels of the earth that parted 
asunder to take Her in. (15) 


Ta TAM Ta wert fèra aI: | 
PRET TOTES YAT: | 2G Ul 
Hearing of this and recalling Her manifold 
virtues, Sri Rama, the almighty Lord, could 
not restrain His grief, even though He tried 
to suppress it by force of reason. (16) 


Dis. 11] 


iig gda AE: 
adya aga M TEATA: 1 29 11 


Excessive fondness of men and women 
for each other is always such as brings 
fear and grief in its train even to powerful 
souls, and much more to a voluptuary 
whose thoughts are riveted on his household! 


(17) 
wa sed aari AAAI, WY: | 
THERES aS ec 1 


Since then for a period of thirteen 
thousand years without interruption the Lord 
poured oblations into the sacred fire, 
observing a strict vow of celibacy throughout. 


(18) 
Prat ae fares fag asro: | 
PAMTaU A ARAETA AA: NS 


Leaving in the heart of those who 
remember Him an impression of His feet, 
tender as a pair of young leaves, pierced 
(earlier) by the thorns of the Dandaka forest, 
Sri Rama then left for His own effulgent 
divine realm. (19) 


A aÙ Wud: ENSS- 


cirri reraratar err: 
taraa wohresraagi: 
fee eT IAA HUA: HRT: N Ro N 
Extirpation of demons through the 
instrumentality of multitudes of missiles and 
the bridging of the ocean, this is no praise 
to Sri Rama, the Lord of the Raghus, who 
assumed a form for the sake of sport at the 
entreaty of the gods and whose glory is 
absolutely matchless and unsurpassed. Did 
Monkeys actually serve as His helpmates 
in disposing of the enemy? Destruction of 
demons was as good a sport on His part 
as enlisting the help of monkeys for that 
Purpose. (20) 


were sume asama 
maarag fafa 
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a areporeraquretfentiespse - 
wara a VOT WaT RR 
| seek as my protector the aforesaid 
Lord of Raghus, whose unsullied glory which 
is capable of destroying all sins and serves 
as an adornment for the elephants guarding 
the four quarters (pervades all the quarters), 
sages sing in royal courts even to this day, 
and whose lotus-feet are touched by the 
crowns of even rulers of heaven like Indra 
and custodians of wealth like Kubera, the 
god of riches. (21) 


Ba: gesig a dfai ar 
HATE IY: TA AA Tesh ARTA: N 22 
All those people of the Kosala country, 
by whom He was lovingly touched or fully 
observed or seated by their side or even 
followed while moving about, reached the 
goal which Yogis (those adept in Yoga or 
deep meditation) attain to. (22) 


q mati sadem 
aie wer tetera i 23 
A man treasuring up in his mind the 
narrative of Sri Rama through the repeated 
process of hearing, and pledged to a vow of 
tenderness (cessation from violence), O 
Pariksit, is freed from the shackles of Karma 


in the shape of virtue and sin, which make 
for transmigration. (23) 


ara 
RÅR ALTA MLN TATE: | 
afer pat Asada wot: dya gear ex N 


King Pariksit submitted: How did the 
said Lord Sri Rama conduct Himself and 
how did He behave towards His younger 
brothers, Bharata, Laksmana and 
Satrughna, who were His own selves (part 
manifestations)? How, again, did they, 
Bharata and others, as well as His subjects 
and residents of Ayodhya in particular behave 
in their turn towards Him, their almighty 
lord? (24) 
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anfa faftasrt be 
aari apa Tart gÀ ATTA: | 34 1 
Sri Suka replied: Sri Rama (the Ruler 
of the three worlds) now charged His 
younger brothers with the conquest of 
the four quarters, and Himself looked round 
the city with His followers/attendants, 
allowing Himself to be seen by His people. 
(25) 
animai weit: aaftort mayin: | 
Țara Tat ar AeA It RA UI 
With its roads sprinkled all over with 
perfumed water and fragrant drops of 
temporal fluid, emitted by elephants in rut, 
the city looked highly exhilarated, as it were, 
to see her lord arrived. (26) 


ESIC EES kA eg, \ 
farna: Taree AYESTA AN 29 I 
It was adorned with domes of gold set 
on the top of palaces, city gates, council- 
chambers, sanctums and temples, as well 
as with flags. (27) 
WA: Bert The: fA: Farrar | 
ae NA: attr: PARRARI Re I 
It had festal arches erected by means 
of fresh areca-nuts joined with their foot- 
stalks and banana trees fixed in the ground, 


strips of beautiful clothes, mirrors, tapestries 
and wreaths of flowers. (28) 


agea aa dnt agma: | 
aA ada urea wep AAA 2 I 


With articles of worship in their hands 
citizens met Him at various points and 
pronounced their benedictions on Him with 
the prayer, “Protect, O Lord, this earth, 
lifted up of yore by Yourself in the form of 
the divine Boar !” (29) 


wa: wen dea uff fami 
Rarden: aA T: 


area gatna- 
agar: «= PAATaAT LI 30 1 


On learning that their lord had arrived 
there after a long interval, the people both 
men and women forthwith climbed up to the 
top of their mansions with intent to see 
Him, leaving their household chores, and 
showered flowers on the lotus-eyed Lord, 
their eyes still unsated. (30) 


aa Ure: tae TS À: yara: | 
REC CAM ICE ito est ME a| 


The Lord then returned to His palace 
occupied in the past by His own 
predecessors, rich in unlimited treasures of 
every kind and equipped with an invaluable 
variety of articles of household use. (31) 


faagata RA: | 
Temi: aiaa NAR: 132 1 


agp: sariin 


It was graced with entrances having 
thresholds of coral, rows of pillars of cat's- 
eye, transparent floors of emerald and walls 
of shining crystals, wreaths of various colours, 
flags, clothes, gems and canopies, pearls 
effulgent as consciousness and all luxuries 
coveted by men, fragrant incenses and lights 
and decorations of flowers, and attended by 
men and women akin to gods and lending 
charm to ornaments themselves. (32—34) 


afar a rary: Rra Aaea | 
a ammeg: dita fra i 3 N 


In that palace the said Lord Sri Rama, 
the foremost of wise men revelling in the 
Self, enjoyed life, so the tradition goes, with 
His beloved and affectionate Spouse, pe 

(3 


PA a aara ara ETA 
ai ae paea: 1 36 l 
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Nay, the Lord, whose feet tender as 
young leaves are contemplated upon by 
men, enjoyed pleasures of sense, each at 


its proper time, for very many years taking 
care not to transgress the principles of 
righteousness. (36) 


ARTA UERS ATT: N g N 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse, forming part of the Narrative of Sri Rama, 


i] 


in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 


otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


—— oe 


AA DANSAT: 
Discourse XII 
The genealogy of (the remaining kings of) Ikswaku’s line 


Sri Suka resumed: Now, Kuga’s son 
was Atithi, of whom was born Nisadha 
and the latter’s son was Nabha. Then 
came Pundarika, whose son was 
Ksemadhanva; and from the loins of the 
latter sprang up Devanika. Of Devanika 
was born Aniha and his son was Pariyatra. 
From the loins of the latter sprang up 
Balasthala and of the latter was born 
Vajranabha, who emanated from a ray of 
the sun-god. (1-2) 


Umeen Aaiya Ae: | 
a uams ye Arar SAA: 3 
Rr: ates area AACA TA: | 
ant Tereag reas aay ARA] 


His son was Khagana and of the 
latter was born a son, Vidhrti by name. 
From the loins of Vidhrti sprang up 
Hiranyanabha, a teacher of Yoga and a 
Pupil of the sage Jaimini. From him the sage 
Yajfiavalkya of Kosala received instruction 


in Yoga relating to the Spirit, which is 
conducive to great elevation and capable of 


snapping the knot of ignorance existing in 
the heart. 


Hiranyanabha’s son was Pusya, of 
whom Dhruvasandhi was born. Then came 
Sudarsana; from Sudargana, Agnivarna and 
from the latter sprang up Sighra, whose 
son was Maru. He is the same Maru who, 
having attained perfection through Yoga, 
Stays even to this day as an inhabitant of 
Kalapagrama (a famous colony of Yogis in 
an obscure part of the Himalayas), and will 


revive the solar dynasty, when extinct, at 
the end of the Kali age. (5-6) 


TH Weer Abeer: | 
Tear ATASATA II 9 11 
From the loins of Maru sprang up 
Prasusruta, whose son was Sandhi and the 
son of Sandhi, again, was Amarsana. The 


latter's son was Mahaswan, of whom 
ViSwasahva was born. (7) 
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qa: Weare TL agnt faa YA: | 
wA A ag feat a a meN 


Of him was born Prasenajit and from 
the loins of the latter sprang up Taksaka; 
and of the latter was born Brhadbala, who 
was slain in battle, O Pariksit!, by your 
father, Abhimanyu. (8) 


Ua Ap AAT: TATA 
sega Aa À AMT AT: e N 
weirs aA AA 
urana aaa RA: tt go N 


These are all the past kings of Ikswaku’s 
line; now hear the names of the coming 
ones. Brhadbala’s son will be named 
Brhadrana, of whom will be born Urukriya 
and from the loins of the latter will spring up 
Vatsavrddha. Of the latter will be born 
Prativyoma; from Prativyoma, Bhanu and 
from him will follow Divaka, a great general. 

(9-10) 
Reeser ST geavatsa TA 
uiy Ae: QARSA ACTA: 1 

Of him will be born the valiant Sahadeva; 
Brhadaśwa will be the son of Sahadeva 
and Bhanuman, of Brhadaśwa; Bhanuman’s 
son will be Pratikaswa and the latter's son 
will be Supratika. (11) 


ufam meS YARASA TERT: | 
mamama: gaea aA it 22 N 


Then will follow Marudeva; from 


Marudeva, Sunaksatra and Sunaksatra’s son 
will be Puskara; Puskara’s son will be 
Antariksa; Antariksa’s son will be Sutapa 
and the latter's Amitrajit. (12) 


Fear vente feared Grass: | 
VISTA Fa: HSA APTA AA: 1123 1 
Again, Brhadraja will be the son of 
Amitrajit; Barhi of Brhadraja and from the 
latter will follow Krtafhjaya. His son will be 
Ranafjaya and from the loins of Ranafjaya 
will spring up Safjaya. (13) 


AAT SA YSIS PSST: FAA: | 
qa: Wea TEAL ARAL APA Aa: N g% N 


From the latter will follow Sakya; from 
Sakya, Suddhoda and his son will be called 
Langala. Of him will be born Prasenajit and 
from Prasenajit will follow Ksudraka. (14) 


Trent aaa AAT, ALTA: | 
yi ame Prorat wa aegis: 11 84 Ul 


From the loins of Ksudraka will spring 
up Ranaka and of the latter will be born a 
son, Suratha by name. From Suratha will 
follow a son, Sumitra by name, who will be 
the last of his line. These are all the scions 
of Brhadbala. (15) 
zapi ae: Altar faa | 
RT WT TST Gea WIAA SSAC Ul NE UI 

This race of the Ikswakus will have its 
end in Sumitra; for, having reached this 
king, the line will actually terminate in the 
Kali Yuga. (16) 


afr of 3 à e i ) 
eapi MA GIRISA: U 22 Il 
Thus ends the twelfth discourse, “The genealogy of (the remaining kings of) Ikswaku's 
line” in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ee 


AA ANSATT: 
Discourse XIII 
The posterity of Nimi described 


AJE sara 


RaRa aonga 
ama Ba ASAE A aS sit: 1 g 
Sti Suka began again: After 
commencing a sacrificial session King Nimi, 
son of Ikswaku, invited the sage Vasistha to 
be the chief priest. He too replied, “I have 
already been invited by Indra to conduct his 
sacrifice, O king! (1) 
i Adamie aera utter 
ine Teche: Psd TSA R 1 
“I shall, therefore, return after concluding 
that; please wait for me till then.” The 
householder (sacrificer, King Nimi) kept 
silent and the sage too left for heaven and 


conducted the sacrificial performance of 
Indra. (2) 


Airaa faga wama 
naaa Aaa E:N N 
Knowing all this, his life and everything 
connected with it, to be evanescent, the 
thoughtful Nimi proceeded with the sacrificial 
session with the help of other priests and 


continued it till his preceptor, sage Vasistha, 
did not return. (3) 


Rea dex fret ert: | 
sea Uae Set FA: urean: 1 %1 
Coming back after concluding the 
sacrifice and perceiving the indecorum on 
the part of his disciple (King Nimi), the sage 
Vasistha cursed the latter in the following 
words: “Let the body of Nimi, who regards 
himself very learned, fall !” (4) 
fafa: wà mi pasma 
wart aa Sat Aa cara: 4 UI 


Nimi as well pronounced a counter- 


curse on his preceptor, who had acted 
unrighteously (in the eyes of Nimi), saying: 
“Let your body too fall because of your not 
knowing what is right on account of greed.” 
(5) 

ya ta te Faftrearereifae: | 
maenda 9 sdyat wide N gN 
With these words, Nimi, who was well- 
versed in spiritual lore, gave up his ghost; 
while the sage (my ancestor) was reborn of 


the god Mitravaruna through Urvasi, a 
celestial nymph. (6) 


mg a era yaam: 
mA ÀA aA: MTATA O N 
Placing the body of Nimi in balms (with 
a view to preserving it), the foremost of the 
sages, who were conducting the sacrificial 
session on behalf of Nimi, said to the gods 
assembled there, after the conclusion of 
the sacrificial session as follows: (7) 


Tat stag Asi yam: wat ate 
wae FP: wre AT eT Seer cI 
“Let this dead body of King Nimi come 
back to life, if you are pleased, O gods !” 
When the gods said ‘Amen’, the spirit of 
Nimi spoke aloud, “Let me not be imprisoned 
in a body again. (8) 
TA ant + aretha AAIR: | 
usd cms art efter ei 
“Stricken with the fear of separation, 
sages do not long for union with a body and 


worship the lotus-feet of Sri Hari, devotion 
to whom dispels the fear of transmigration. 


(9) 
w maA gana 
aime aA Gees aa Ro N 
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| too, therefore, am not eager to get back 
a body, which brings in its train suffering, 
grief and fear and because of which death 
threatens the Jiva every where, as fish in 
water faces death every moment.” (10) 

dar Fg: 

fade seat art AN RTA | 
mAAR: | gg Ul 

The gods replied: “Bereft of a body, 
may you reside at will in the eyes of 
embodied souls.” In this way Nimi took up 
his abode in the body of all the Jivas, being 
indicated by the opening and closing of 
eyes. (11) 
amami Fo AAT weds: | 
ae wey: we PA: Ha: HATTA N gR 

Perceiving the risk of anarchy for the 
people, the great sages, who officiated as 
priests at the sacrificial performance of Nimi, 
churned the body of the king, whence a 
son was born to him. (12) 


SA ws: Asya Aee faces: | 
fae neon afre aa Paar i 23 


By virtue of his extraordinary birth (or 
by reason of his being the progenitor of a 
new line of Ksatriya kings) the prince was 
called Janaka; born in the line of king Nimi 
(who remained without a body), again, he 
became known as Vaideha (son of Videha). 
Sprung from the process of churning and 
further because the city of Mithila was 
built by him, he came to be known as 
Mithila. (13) 


qeeeagera Asya: | 
ad: gagnà saat ATA gv 
Of Janaka was born Udavasu, whose 
son was Nandivardhana. From Nandi- 
vardhana followed Suketu and his son, again, 
was Devarata, O protector of the earth ! (14) 
wee Genera Herat: Gyferar | 
aya gids HERT: i gk ll 
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From the loins of Devarata sprang up 
Brhadratha, whose son Mahavirya was 
the father of Sudhrt (Sudhrti). Sudhrti’s 
son indeed was Dhrstaketu. Then came 
Haryaswa, of whom was born Maru. (15) 


Te: dae: PRÀ aa: 
Rater Gat faisa nag: 1 g8 1 


Maru’s son was Pratipaka, of whom 
was born Krtiratha. From the loins of 
Krtiratha sprang up Devamidha, whose 
son was Visruta, and then came Mahadhrti. 

(16) 


aires = aA: | 
aU PAA GERM SAS I! VS Ul 


Of him was born Krtirata, from whom 
followed Maharoma. Again, his son was 
Swarnaroma, and Hraswaroma was born 
as his son. (17) 
aa: Seas aa amA Ha TENT 
ether ra Sa THAT SAS: BA: MS N 

Of Hraswaroma was born Siradhwaja. 
The divine Sita (the Spouse of Sri Rama) 
appeared from his ploughshare while he 
was ploughing the earth for the purpose of 
a sacrifice, Yajfia; hence he is remembered 
as Siradhwaja, one who owed his celebrity 
to a plough. (18) 


Ua Gaeta a TA: | 
fears gt oat paaa ni Re tl 


His son was Kusadhwaja, of whom 
was born King Dharmadhwaja; and 
Dharmadhwaja had two sons, Krtadhwaja 
and Mitadhwaja by name. (19) 


qaaa sires: ene rears | 
Peay Aan ATRE: tt Ro ll 
From the loins of Krtadhwaja sprang 
up Kegidhwaja and from Mitadhwaja 
(Krtadhwaja’s younger brother) followed 
Khandikya. Of these, Kesidhwaja, the son 
of Krtadhwaja, O king, was well-versed in 
the science of the Spirit. (20) 


pis. 13] 


aiea: mia vita: free ga: 1 
AAT VATS ROMER ATA! 11-22 N 
gaea PATS HEAT | 
JAAT MENASA ofA: 2211 
Khandikya, on the other hand, was 
proficient in the science of rituals and fled 
(left) his kingdom for fear of Keśidhwaja. 
Kesidhwaja’s son was Bhanuman, whose 
son was Satadyumna. Satadyumna’s son 
was Suci, of whom was born Sanadwaja; 
and from the said Sanadwaja followed 
Urdhvaketu. From Urdhvaketu followed Aja 
and his son was Purujit. (21-22) 


akerfrerentt sparqgerqareda: | 
mian oer Ana: 123 


His son, again, was Aristanemi. From 
the latter followed Srutayu and his son was 
Suparswaka. Of the latter was born 
Citraratha, whose son was Ksemadhi, the 


famous king of Mithila. (23) 
TA SAAT Ya: AAT: | 
amigue As Raa: evil 


From the loins of Ksemadhi sprang up 
Samaratha, whose son was Satyaratha. Of 
Satyaratha was born Upaguru and from him 
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followed Upagupta, who emanated from a 
ray of the god of fire, Agni. (24) 


ASA AGA Fae AL FATA: | 
Tera Sete farsa sear: AeA: RE A 
Then came Vasvananta and his son 
was Yuyudha, from whom followed 
Subhasana. Then came Sruta, from whom 
followed Jaya and from the loins of the 
latter sprang up Vijaya, of whom was born 
a son, Rta by name. (25) 


Bara wa a gR: | 
meee epee le Mera I RR N 


Then came Sunaka, of whom was born 
a son Vitahavya by name and from him 
followed Dhrti. Dhrti’s son was Bahulaswa, 
of whom Krti was born and from the loins of 
Krti sprang up Mahavasi. (26) 


wa à Ahern maafana: | 
daua pede yaf 201 


All these kings of Mithila, O king, were 
really proficient in the knowledge of the 
Spirit. By the grace of masters of Yoga (like 
the sage Yajnhavalkya) they were rid of 
pairs of opposites such as joy and sorrow 
even in their household life. (27) 


f ; à i iid ; 
fafi WA TAGS ATA: N 23 N 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse entitled “The posterity of Nimi described”, 
in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— 


oti t 
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AA ATCase: 
Discourse XIV 
A brief survey of the Lunar Dynasty 


AJE aI 
BMA: FAA WS AM: ATT UTS: | 
afer yor: steht goa: 201 
Sri Suka began again: Now hereafter 
hear, O king, of the hallowed race of Soma, 
the moon-god, in which are mentioned kings 


of sacred renown such as Aila (King 
Pururava, the son of Ila). (1) 


mama: dat mAg 
maea gA A: fagat ATT: 2 
Of Brahmā, the creator, sprung of the 
lotus (in the form of the cosmos) evolved 
out of the pool-like navel of the Supreme 
Cosmic person possessed of countless 
heads, there was a son, Atri by name, who 
was a replica of his father in point of 
excellences. (2) 


Ta gAs Ya: AASA: fra | 
faaeaga aarm cafera: Ufa: 3 1 


Out of his tears of joy, so the tradition 
goes, sprang up a son, Soma by name, 
who is an embodiment of nectar. He was 
appointed by Brahma as the lord of the 
Brahmanas, herbs and annual plants, as 
well as of the hosts of stars. (3) 


Asa targa fafa YATA 
uei geada at ATATERS, ACN N 


Having completely subdued all the three 
worlds, he worshipped the Lord by means 
of a Rajasuya sacrifice and out of arrogance 
he forcibly carried away the wife of the 
sage Brhaspati, Tara by name. (4) 


Fel a aH aAfadtsetanrgit Aare | 
Weed ded Wa gaaf: iyi 


Though solicited time and again by the 
sage Brhaspati, the preceptor of the gods, 


he did not leave her through vanity. On that 
account there ensued a war between the 
gods and the demons. (5) 


= erga ATES! 
Bl pyi Am, adage: ie i 
Due to jealousy towards Brhaspati, 
Sukracarya, the preceptor of the demons, 
together with the Asuras took the side of 
the moon-god, the ruler of the stars; while 
Lord Siva, the Destroyer of the Universe, 
accompanied by all the hosts of ghosts, 
espoused the cause of Brhaspati (son of 
the sage Angira, the teacher of Lord Siva) 
due to his affection for Brhaspati. (6) 


aiam A EAT 
mAAR: 119 11 
Accompanied by all the hosts of heaven, 
the mighty Indra followed Brhaspati. In this 
way there raged a battle for the sake of 


Tara, which caused the annihilation of both 
the gods and the Asuras. (7) 


Prafedtsentara ani Freire faapa! 
ant wt wrersendeimad ofa: 1 
Now, apprised of the whole situation by 
the sage Angira, Brahma, the creator of the 
universe, harshly rebuked Soma and had 
Tara restored to her husband, who perceived 
her to be enceinte. (8) 


a UN, SUA mA T: 
mai wear Hal feat aan: aa e N 
He said to her, “Cast away, cast away 
at once from my soil, O evil-minded one! 
the seed sown by others. | am not going to 
burn you, a woman, O good lady, anxious 
as | am to have children through you.” ” (9) 
dares aifsar ant Hat PARIA 
Bente eat aa wa ai to! 
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Full of shame, Tara brought forth a son 
effulgent as gold. The sage Brhaspati (son 
of Angira) as well as Soma conceived a 
longing for the boy. (10) 


Tard 4 Aaga facut: | 
wep tar Fara difsar g Aru eeu 


While the two were hotly disputing with 
regard to the child, each saying, “It is mine, 
not yours!” sages and gods questioned her 
as to whose progeny it was. She, however, 


said nothing, overcome as she was by 
shame. (11) 


SANT A We pAs Raa | 
fh 7 ara a sea TST A I 


Full of wrath the child said to the 
mother, “Why do you out of false modesty 
not speak the truth, O immoral woman! 
Therefore, tell me of your sin at once.” (12) 
Be At te ses VM atest VIR | 
AmA vr: Bae aaa 23 

Calling her aside and reassuring her, 
Brahma gently questioned her. She then 
gradually intimated that the child belonged 
to Soma, on which Soma took possession 
of the child. (13) 
maaga ger seater 7 
eet ATT a ANATA 8% Ul 

Brahma (the self-born) gave him the 
name of Budha, the wise one, in virtue of 
his profound wisdom, O protector of men! 
From this son, the moon-god, the king of 
the stars, derived great joy. (14) 


aa: Yatat VA gerat A sere: 
qe aiaia aN ARTA yh 1 
gadyin aA, fim 
maa A eE R tl 


Of Budha was born, through la, 
Purūravā, who has already been referred 
to.* Smitten with shafts of love to hear of 
his personal charm, excellences, liberality, 


amiable disposition, affluence and valour, 
which were being extolled by the celestial 
sage Nārada, in the court of Indra, the lord 
of paradise, the celestial nymph, Urvasi, 
sought his presence. (15-16) 
faae: maA Aten AT | 
Pera ya madia efter 
aft farce Mer same aafaa i V9 11 
Having developed a human disposition, 
thanks to the curse of the god Mitravaruna, 
that charming damsel saw Purtrava (the 
foremost of men), who was as handsome 


as Love, and, controlling herself, arrived in 
his presence. (17) 


Oat facies gaite peAa: | 
Vara YAMA a Sat LATER: N Ve i 
Seeing that celestial nymph, Purdrava 
spoke to her in a polite language as follows, 
his eyes blooming with delight and the hair 
of his body standing on end. (18) 
whara 
Farid A aè mai ATA FRN I 
PAS Ha Areas TT yga: HAT: 1 g N 
The king said: | welcome you, O 
charming one, let yourself be comfortably 
seated. What shall we do for you? Revel 


with me here. Let our enjoyment extend 
over numberless years. (19) 


sdara 

mema a A A geya gaT 
apma wad E aT oll 

Urvasi replied: Whose mind and eyes 
will not be riveted on you, O handsome 
prince? Lo! on mentally reaching your 
bosom, my presence of mind leaves me, 
seized as | am with a longing to enjoy life 
with you. (20) 


Ta Ws, Mat A AE | 
HA Waa AI VTA: Sito AT: FAA: N RR N 
Please take care, O king! showing honour 


* Vide IX. I. 35. 
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to others, of these two rams as my pledges. 
Till then | shall revel with you; for he who is 
praiseworthy from the point of view of 
comeliness and other virtues, has been 
declared as acceptable to women. (21) 


yi À ah wet SIS ara ATA 
feared aq wate whats wert N RRN 


Ghee alone will be my food, O valiant 
one, and | should not see you unclothed 
except during coition. Full of great joy, the 
king accepted all these conditions, saying, 
“Amen”! (22) 


aà WIRE A nAn 
Aa Aaa AAS Sat Tat ATT N 33 I 


“What wonderful beauty, what lovely 
gesture, that ravish humanity! What human 
being would not accept you, O celestial 
lady, come of her own accord?” (23) 


Wa u year WaT ANET: | 
Ya gha a AnI RY 


Alongwith her, who delighted him in 
everyway in a befitting manner, that jewel 
among men revelled at will in the pleasure- 
gardens of the gods such as the Caitraratha, 
the garden of Kubera. (24) 


WAAT A A RATETA | 
mame gasim, TLI R I 


Revelling with that celestial nymph 
emitting the fragrance of lotus filaments and 
captivated by the sweet odour of her mouth, 
Purūravā rejoiced for many years. (25) 


aari A mera AT 
sdyinfed mame MAAN 26 11 
Not ee Urvasi in his court, Indra 
earnestly urged the Gandharvas to look for 
her, saying: “Bereft of Urvasi, my court 
does not look very charming.” (26) 


a ste ment anfe wR 
Sava Sit TETAS TA AAT Ul V9 UI 


Approaching at dead of night, when 
darkness fully prevailed, they stole away 


the two rams pledged with the king by his 
wife, Urvasi. (27) 


forani tat qaaritaarat: | 
wee pA ager ater 22 ii 


Hearing the scream of the two rams 
(who were dear as sons), while they were 
being carried away, Urvasi, the celestial 
lady exclaimed: “I am robbed of my life, as 
it were, by my unworthy husband, lacking in 
manliness though accounting himself a great 
hero. (28) 
akm Wet BATT ST TES: | 
a: Det afin Garett ae att feat GATTI 3 1 

“By putting faith in him, | am ruined and 
have been despoiled by robbers of my 
rams, who were dear as my own progeny. 
At night he sleeps in fright like a woman 
and behaves as a man during the day 
time.” (29) 


ofa aaae: ARA sar: | 
Rir Aasmaa aasa FAT Il Zo tl 


Thus pierced with arrows in the form of 
pungent words as an elephant with goads, 
and seizing a sword, Purūravā angrily rushed 
forth in that dark night with no clothes on. 

(30) 
A agao aa ered oH fee: | 
aera Aaa aA AMAA AT UAT 3R Ul 

Leaving the rams on that very spot, the 
Gandharvas shone brightly like flashes of 
lightning, so that in the light shed by them 
Urvasi saw her husband coming back in 
state of nature, taking the rams with him, 
and left for heaven. (31) 
wisa great arama farm ga | 
afa free: vir Sura I 3? 1 

Not finding his wife in the bed, Pururava 
(the son of Ila) appeared like one out of 
wits, his mind being fixed on her. Restless 
and grieving for her, he ranged over the 
globe like a madman. (32) 


Dis. 14] 
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Wat ater HoaT aaa B ATM: | 
Wed Vea: We Arh YAA: 33 ll 
Seeing her as well as her five female 
companions with their faces lit with keen 
delight on one occasion at Kuruksetra on 
the bank of the Saraswati, Pururava uttered 
the following adaptation of a famous Vedic 
text: (33) 


wet wT fers fees ait a HATA 
amar safe poraa 3X il 


Oh! my darling, Stop! Stop!! Having 
remained ungratified yourself till now, you 
ought not to consign me as well to misery. 
Let us have a heart-warming talk. (34) 


qA waa Ufa at wean 
GER FT TMA ATT ARASH It 34 I 
Drawn away too far, this charming body 
of mine will fall here, O celestial lady! 
Nay, wolves and vultures will devour it 
since it is no longer the recipient of your 


favour. (35) 
IRJA 
mya: gosia wai m m ard gÀ I 
F wet a À AO gai BEAT ATN Bq N 
Urvasi replied: Do not die, a man that 
you are; nor let these wolves (in the form of 
the turbulent senses) eat you up. Indeed, 
there is no friendly feeling for anyone in 
women, their heart being akin to that of 
wolves. (36) 
fat amam: set seat: Arrage: | 
sanis fastest oft ara it 39 
Women kill for the sake of even a trifle 
their trusting husband or even a brother; for 
they are merciless, cruel, not easily forgiving, 
and ready to take great risks for their beloved 
objects. (37) 


farmen AET: | 
wa amaa: Gya: ATA: Ul 3 Il 


Having cast away all friendly feeling 
after inspiring confidence in ignorant people 


through deceit and ever longing newer and 
newer lovers, immoral women lead a wanton 
life. (38) 
dara fe umm ÀT 
area a À faa at: 1 3 1 
At the end of a year you will cohabit 
with me for a single night, O powerful lord; 
and you will have other issues too (in addition 
to the one already conceived by me through 
union with you). (39) 


amdi eat a wat A 
or eee ee eae 


Perceiving Urvasi (the celestial lady) to 
be gravid, Pururava returned to his capital. 
Going there (to Kuruksetra) once more at 
the end of a year, he found Urvasi the mother 
of a hero and, full of joy, cohabited with her 
for the night. Finding him impatient at his 
separation from her and, therefore, afflicted, 
the next day, Urvasi lovingly said to him as 
follows: “Propitiate these Gandharvas by 
means of prayer and so on and they will hand 
me over to you.” (40-414) 


wet iaae arent aia 
zdy Tae Asg AL TT SR 1 


Pleased with him even while he was 
glorifying them, they bestowed on him, O 
protector of men, a vessel holding fire for 
the purpose of propitiating it and thereby 
attaining to the realm of Urvasi. Thinking 
the vessel to be Urvasi (blinded as he was 
with passion), and roaming about in the 
forest with that vessel, he discovered the 
reality of the vessel when he was just going 
to embrace it sexually, taking it to be Urvasi. 

(42) 


ei ara SA e areara FART | 
a daa aA aadA E3 


Leaving the vessel in the forest, he 
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returned home and began contemplating on 
Urvasi at night. In the meantime when the 
Tretā age commenced (at the end of 
Satyayuga), the knowledge of the science 
of rituals, as represented by the three 
Vedas—Rk, Yajus and Sama, dawned on 
his mind. (43) 


Tae msya ort facteza: | 
AÈ Suit eat Savitri vx I 
sae wad AART I 
AAV A AL WAP WY: ve 


Going to the spot where he had left the 
vessel, and perceiving there a peepul tree 
sprouting from inside a Sami tree, he hewed 
out of it a pair of Aranis (churning sticks) for 
kindling fire by attrition. Then visualizing the 
lower Arani to be Urvagi, and the upper one 
as his own self and the piece that intervened 
the two as their son, the king churned them 
with a longing to reach the realm of Urvagi, 
uttering sacred texts, detailing the procedure 
of producing fire through such churning. 

(44-45) 
wee Pea aa fara: | 
wear a faeren Tat Gace KaR S 1 

As a result of his churning was produced 
a flame of fire, which is known by the name 
of Jataveda (that which has everything 
created in this universe by way of its 
property or food). Through the ceremony of 
consecration as enjoined by the three Vedas 


it was adopted by the king, Purūravā, in 
three divided forms (viz., the Ahavaniya, 
the Garhapatya and the Daksinagni) as his 
son (because of the flame leading to sacred 
regions above). (46) 


wares AN MAAAR 
sdri aA ian ERAN wo 


Seeking after the realm of Urvaśi, 
Purūravā worshipped by means of that fire 
Lord Sri Hari, the Ruler of sacrifices (the 
Bestower of their fruit), who is above sense- 
perception and represents all the gods in 
His person. (47) 


Ur Ua i ae: wore: HATENA: | 
Sat ATT AT Cent Sarat wa a wz 1 


Of yore, before the time of Purdrava, 
there was but one Veda in the form of 
Pranava—the mystical syllable OM, the seed 
of all speech; there was one deity, Narayana, 
and no other; there was but one fire (and 


not three) and only one caste known as the 
Harhsas. (48) 


Gerad i zat Fags a 
aire aster Tat cites aaa I %3 II 
The three Vedas, i.e., the cult of rituals 
expounded by them, came into being from 
Purdrava alone at the dawn of the Treta 
age, O protector of men, and the king attained 
after death to the realm of the Gandharvas 
by means of the sacred fire, adopted by him 
as his son. (49) 


DNEM IJESA: U 8% 1) 
Thus ends the fourteenth discourse bearing (inter alia) on the story of Purūravā 


(the son of Ila), in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


or 


AA USAS TTA: 
Discourse XV 
The stories of Rcika, Jamadagni and Paraśurāma 


aye FAT 
teres Adia eA ATI 
A: IATA: AAT TASA farsa SA: N g 1 
Sri Suka resumed: Purirava (the son 
of la), again, O Protector of men, had by 
Urvasi six sons, Ayu, Srutayu, Satyayu, 
Raya, Vijaya and Jaya. (1) 


AAA UA: AAT ATA: | 
TA Ut Waa sae ASAA: R 
_ Vasuman was the son of Srutayu and 
Srutafijaya, of Satyayu. Raya’s son was 
Eka and Jaya’s son was Amita. (2) 
vit fase creat gaara: | 
Ta FEY: Aa Tet mgpa Aisha 
FEY GRR TVA STAC: 113 
Again, Bhima was the son of Vijaya; 
from Vijaya followed Kaficana and of 
Kaficana was born Hotra. Hotra’s son was 
Jahnu, who took the (holy) Ganga in the 
hollow of his palms and quaffed it. Again, 
Jahnu’s son was Puru, whose son was 
Balaka, and the latter's son was Aja. (3) 
TA: GN: HMM pART aq: | 
POTN AAT MRT HOTT: | ¥ 1 
Then came Kuga; from the loins of 
Kua, again, sprang up four sons—Kusambu, 
Tanaya, Vasu and Kuganabha. Gadhi was 
the son of Kugambu. (4) 
Tel aaa pagsara fest: | 
at aagi mar mèh 4 1 
A Brahmana, the sage Rcika, asked 
in marriage Gadhi’s daughter, Satyavati. 
Considering him to be an unworthy match, 
Gadhi spoke to Reika, a scion of the sage 
Bhrgu, as follows: (5) 


Wed: vant wart aaa | 
Wee Aaa Veh HAT: pT AAU & N 
“Let a thousand horses, white as the 
moon, each having one black ear, be given 
as the price of the girl; for we belong to the 
race of Kusika (renowned for our noble 
pedigree).” (6) 
SMTA AM Wa: A AVOCA | 
arta cat Aaa AAMT 9 Il 
Thus spoken to and having come to 
know his mind, the sage sought the presence 
of Varuna (the god of water) and, having 
brought and delivered the horses of the 
aforesaid description, married that lovely 
princess. (7) 
ERA: Wee: UM VASAT ATTA | 
maA AE eid weit AA eu 
Entreated by his wife Satyavati as 
well as by his mother-in-law, each of whom 
was desirous of having a son, he prepared 
a Caru (an oblation of rice, barley and 
pulse boiled with butter and milk for 
presentation to the gods), uttering both kinds 
of Mantras (those invoking the birth of a 
Brahmana for his wife and that of a Ksatriya 
for his mother-in-law), and went out to 
bathe. (8) 
Aad Aaah Aa ae nfa a | 
NS WAM CATT AE TAI 8 1 
Meanwhile, being solicited by her 
aforesaid mother, who naturally thought the 
Caru prepared for her daughter as superior 
because of the sage's affection for her; 
Satyavati, the sage’s wife, gave the Caru, 
meant for herself, to her mother and herself 
ate that intended for her mother. (9) 
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ay faara AP: wre uei arercAre: | 
ONT SUS: Yat wat a selena: I go N 


The sage having understood this 
exchange of Caru between his wife and 
mother-in-law, politely said to his wife, “You 
have committed a grave blunder. Your son 
will be a cruel chastiser of foes; while your 
brother will be one foremost among the 
knowers of Brahma.” (10) 


yatta: vaaan He fafi ma: | 
ary ae ver Oat Sefer ETLI gg HI 


Implored by Satyavati in the words “Let 
this not be”, the sage Rcika (a scion of the 
sage Bhrgu) said, “If so, then your grandson 
will be such. Accordingly Jamadagni was 
born of Satyavati. (11) 
BT aT gega eifr creat | 
Y: Yat opt à aaaea ar 2 
Tai À untae: Yat AqaaTea: | 
ads wast wa gA: ues 

And Satyavati became transformed 
into the most sacred river Kausiki (Kosi), 
capable of sanctifying the whole world. 
Indeed, of the sage Jamadagni were born 
through Renuka, (the daughter of Renu), 
whom the aforesaid sage had duly married 
a number of sons, Vasuman and others. 
The youngest of these became widely 
celebrated under the name of Rama 
(Parasurama), (12-13) 

fazaist è i i 
Raapa a gai ae Ag AAT g% U1 

whom the learned speak of as a 
part manifestation of Lord Vasudeva (Visnu) 
and the destroyer of the race of the 
Haihayas, nay, who divested this earth of 
the Ksatriya race thrice seven (twenty-one) 
times, (14) 
we ad yet uae 
mega Hear pAs N V4 Ul 


and struck and exterminated the wicked 


Ksatriyas, that had turned hostile to the 
Brahmanas and constituted a veritable burden 
on the earth—overcome as they were by 
the element of Rajas (passion) and Tamas 
(ignorance), even if they committed the 
slightest offence. (15) 


wiara 
fe adat ma menaa: | 
wpa aa Get He g RTT: 11 ee I 
King Pariksit submitted: What was 
that offence which was committed against 
the glorious sage Parasurama by Ksatriyas 
of uncontrolled mind, for which the entire 


race of the Ksatriyas was wiped out by him 
time and again? (16) 


AY FAT 
teara fèra: afaria: | 


ai maiya RA: 1 g9 


ameme war qami eR 


Śri Śuka replied: Having propitiated 
Lord Datta (better known as Dattatreya), a 
part manifestation of Lord Narayana, through 
acts of worship, Arjuna, the jewel among 
the Ksatriyas and the then ruler of the 
Haihayas, had secured a thousand arms, 
formidableness in the eyes of foes, 
uninterrupted soundness of the senses and 
organs of action, affluence, glory, prowess, 
fame and bodily strength, mastery of Yoga 
and superhuman power which was 
characterized by virtues such as the capacity 
to assume an atomic form. His movement 
being unimpeded everywhere, he went 
about the worlds like the wind. (17—19) 


piega: me Tara walewe: | 
asad ast faug etter Bit qA: 11 Ro Il 
Sporting in the water of the Reva 


(Narmada), surrounded by jewels among 
women and intoxicated with excessive pride, 
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King Arjuna, who wore a necklace made of 
precious stones of the well-known nine 
varieties, obstructed the flow of the river 
with his thousand arms. (20) 


fronted aR urea aR: | 
AS a Ae atest Sea ETTA: 11 et 
Finding his military encampment 
inundated by the water of the river flowing 
upwards, Ravana (the ten-headed monster), 
who thought himself to be a great hero, did 
not brook this show of valour on the part of 
Arjuna. (21) 


AA citer eit amet pafin: | 
Treat wa Beat AA safle ii 22 1 


Having offended against Arjuna, Ravana 
was seized by way of sport in the presence 
of those women by Arjuna and was 
imprisoned in Mahismati (his capital) like a 
monkey and eventually set free. (22) 


a Ura I wat faa fart at 
ass AEAT R3 


Ranging in a dense forest in pursuit of 
game, on one occasion, Arjuna for his part 
found his way perchance into the precincts 
of the hermitage of the sage Jamadagni. 


(23) 
wa u mèma AeA 
Peas Aae AAA: 11 RX II 


By the good offices of Kāmadhenu, the 
cow of plenty, the sage, rich in asceticism, 
extended his hospitality to that ruler of men 
including his army, ministers and animals 
carrying them. (24) 


aea gA MATAT 
qaaa mAT: H EA: 11 24 Ul 


Seeing that affluence of the sage, 
which surpassed his own, in that hermitage, 
and full of longing for the cow of plenty 
(which was so useful for Agnihotra or pouring 
oblations into the sacred fire, and which 
was responsible for all the affluence displayed 
by the sage), the hero, Arjuna, including 


the other Haihayas (his kinsmen that had 
accompanied him in his hunting expedition) 
did not make much of that hospitality. (25) 


aad aiT 
Ta mRNA a: Barat a ACT! RE 
In his arrogance the king did not think it 
necessary to seek the permission of the 
sage and commanded his men to take 
away the cow of plenty (lit., a repository of 
milk, ghee and so on, fit for being poured as 
oblation into the sacred fire). And they, in 
their turn, forcibly took away to Mahismati 
the screaming cow alongwith its calf. (26) 


aa watt Pratt wa srs arta: | 


sa A a SRT enea: Ut V9 Ut 
Now, on the king having gone away 
Rama, who had been out, returned to the 
hermitage and, having heard of his aforesaid 
wickedness, flew into a rage like a serpent 
that had been hit. (27) 
arene wet aqet at arte 
aama geet wre sa JATAN ei 
Taking his terrible axe, shield and bow 
with a quiver, the formidable hero pursued 
the king like a lion (the king of beasts) chasing 
the leader of a herd of elephants. (28) 


wart qada 
aqi MORATE | 
areata- 


aa med gt fagn eeu 


Even while entering his capital, Arjuna 
saw rushing with great vehemence 
Parasurama (the foremost of the Bhrgus), 
wielding a bow and armed with an arrow 
and an axe, clad in the skin of a black 
antelope and marked with matted locks 
shining as the rays of the sun. (29) 


adeaftrarvaatafa- 
takaia: 1 
aae: maem- 
wW m A ag 3o Il 
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Arjuna sent forth against the intruder 
seventeen most formidable Aksauhinis* 
characterized by elephants, chariots, horses 
and foot-soldiers and armed with maces, 
swords, arrows, javelins, Sataghnis (a stone 
or cylindrical piece of wood studded with iron 
spikes) and darts. The glorious Parasurama 


destroyed them all single-handed. (30) 

adt wÀ anya 
cashes: MARET: | 
Frogqeeat ZAGATE: 13 Ul 
In whatever direction appeared 


Parasurama, the destroyer of hostile armies, 
quick as mind and the wind, whose axe 
was ever prone to strike, there fell to the 
ground warriors with their arms, thighs and 
necks severed and their charioteers and 
animals slain. (31) 


faii tea amaa waTU seu 
Seeing his army laid low in the battlefield 
rendered miry with streams of blood with 
their shields, ensigns, bows and bodies cut 
to pieces by the axe and shafts of 
Parasurama, Arjuna, the chief of the 
Haihayas, rushed forward in rage. (32) 
was: TAA ag- 
49 aona praa eT 
wma wisaya moit- 
mAAR AA TTN 33 
Now, with his one thousand arms the 
celebrated Arjuna synchronously set arrows 
to his five hundred bows in order to pierce 
Paraśurāma. Paraśurāma, however, who 
was by far the foremost of those that ever 
wielded missiles and who had only one 
bow, simultaneously cut them down with his 
arrows. (33) 


TH: weeny yÀs- 
qaa ermefireradt afer 
maA 


TA F 4 
Rea m: wad aga evil 
Again, with his hard-edged axe 


Paraśurāma, for his part, violently lopped 
off, like the hoods of a serpent, all the 
thousand arms of Arjuna, who came rushing 
forward in battle with terrible speed uprooting 
with his numerous hands rocks and trees 
on the battle-field. (34) 
pra: Prea fire: gfare 
a frat agar aad gaia 34 il 
Parasurama severed, like the peak of a 
mountain, the head of Arjuna, whose arms 
had thus been lopped off. On their father 
having been killed, his ten thousand sons 
ran away out of fear. (35) 
aaia wart ure! 
eaters fat Rfi aaa 36 1 
Bringing back the cow of plenty sore 
distressed (at its having been removed by 
force from the hermitage) together with her 
calf, and returning safe to his hermitage, 
Parasgurama (the slayer of hostile warriors) 
duly made her over to his father, sage 
Jamadagni. (36) 
Ti api TH: RÀ ga Wa T 
ELE LEa IESi Tega smeT I 39 
Paraśurāma recounted to his father as 
well as to his elder brothers his own 
achievement and also that which was done 
by Arjuna. Having heard the account, 
Jamadagni spoke as follows: (37) 


WHA ma mÀ Wary rA 
aama aq adami Gari zl 
“Rama, O Rama of mighty arms you 
have committed a great sin in that you 
slew for no purpose a ruler of men, who 
represented all the gods in his person. (38) 


* For the strength of an Aksauhini see foot-note below |. viii. 48. 


Dis. 16] 


+ BOOK NINE + 


75 


aa fe aema erraréurat TAT: | 
Far SSS: UAT TEAM 39 1 
We, Brahmanas, O dear child, have 
eared a title to adoration through forgiveness 
alone, by virtue of which Brahma, the 
adored of the whole world, attained to the 
Position of the supreme ruler of the universe. 
(39) 

aren tad cata wet ae wa | 


atom ai eftivar: i xo i 


Through forgiveness the glory of a 


Brahmana shines forth like the brilliance of 
the sun. Nay, with the forgiving, the almighty 
Lord Sri Hari is quickly pleased. (40) 
Tat yatima cet araa TTE: | 
AAi idl gA: tl xe N 
Slaying a king whose head has been 
duly consecrated at the time of coronation 
is more sinful than the killing of a Brahmana. 
Therefore, O dear one, atone for the sin 
by reverently visiting the holy places with 


your mind fixed on Sri Visnu, the immortal 
Lord. (41) 


af RAE FELT MAE GRIT TIRE TARSAT: N 2% N 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— ee 


AA Brest sear: 
Discourse XVI 


Extermination of the Ksatriyas by Parasurama: an account 
of the posterity of the sage Vigwamitra 


AYR IIT 

dua dA =o pera 
Ha defeat aessa g 

Sri Śuka resumed: Admonished by his 
father as aforesaid* and saying “So be it’, 
Parasurama returned to his hermitage only 
after having performed pilgrimage for a year, 
O delight of the Kurus ! (1) 


patter ORT Ae erat TAI 
Tred ISTH | 2 1 


On a certain day, having gone to the 
Ganga, Renuka (Parasurama’s mother) 
saw there Citraratha, the king of the 
Gandharvas—adorned with a lotus garland 
sporting with celestial nymphs. (2) 


aAa mea a wari 
mAai a wear fnan i 3 


It was for water that she had gone 
to the river. But gazing at the sporting 
Gandharva, she forgot the time scheduled 
for offering oblations into the sacred fire 
(when the water was required by her 
husband), her heart being seized with a 
slight longing for Citraratha. (3) 


mei a facies aa: afaa | 

ST He Tet Bea paR: 1 ¥ N 
Perceiving the delay thus caused, and 

terribly afraid of the sage’s (her husband's) 


curse, she returned forthwith and, Placing the 
pitcher before him, stood with joined palms. (4) 


Rre gaten asa: wps 
HA Ya: ETA A SRT y 1 
Enraged to know through Yoga the 


mental lapse of his wife, the sage exclaimed, 
“My sons ! do away with this sinful woman.” 


* Vide verses 38—41 of Discourse XV above. 
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Though enjoined thus, they did not carry out 
his command. (5) 


w: aAa: Far wry Arar Beal | 
Waa FA: WAR AAAI H: NG N 
Peremptorily urged by the father, 
Parasurama, who knew well the power of 
the sage’s deep concentration of mind and 
austerities, killed his brothers alongwith the 
mother. (6) 


aura wid: naa: | 
aa Barat Wash ia aegis ae 9 


The gratified Jamadagni, the son of 
Satyavati, asked him to seek a boon. 
Parasgurama for his part requested that those 
despatched by himself might be restored to 
life and they forget their having been killed 
by him. (7) 


sre peer Fara FAT | 
faafagrerttd ways Aes él 


They instantly rose quite whole again 
as if after sleep. ParaSurama put his dear 
ones to death only because he knew the 
power of his father’s austerities. (8) 
Asser Yat Tar Het: Tafa! 
andra AR ert a safer 8 

Those sons of Arjuna that had been 
vanquished by Paragurama’s valour found 
peace nowhere, recollecting as they did the 
death of their father at the hands of 
Parasurama, O king! (9) 
Trass WA BMA at Aa 
at frorefaadt crerfesst SUPT I Yo N 

One day, when Parasurama, alongwith 
his elder brothers, had gone to the woods 
from his hermitage, Arjuna’s sons, who were 
anxious to redeem their grudge, came to 
the hermitage, finding a suitable opportunity 
to accomplish their object. (10) 
Fearne mA ar APT | 
MTA AAC MEA UAT AT: N 


Perceiving the sage Jamadagni seated 
in the hut consecrated to the sacrificial fire, 
with his mind fixed on the Lord of sacred 
renown, they of sinful resolve made short 
work of him. (11) 
MANN: PITTA WeATATASTS UT: | 
wea fire sept AAA JAITA: 11 RRI 

Though entreated by the helpless mother 
of Paragurama to spare her husband, those 
vile and extremely heartless Ksatriyas 
forcibly lopped off the sage’s head and took 
it away with them. (12) 


Yrer Sayin Perea | 
Wa Wate atte farqentgireaen: Tet tt 83 Ul 


Stricken with agony and grief and violently 
beating herself with her hands, the virtuous 
Renuka loudly and plaintively cried, “Rama ! 
O Rama !! Come, dear child !!!” (13) 


aga Feat aT Teia 
assan AGN at SATIN RYU 
Attentively hearing that cry of “Oh 
Rama!” uttered as though by one in distress, 
Paragurama, who was at a distance, hastily 
returned to the hermitage and beheld his 
father done to death. (14) 
ag garmin A: | 
aaa TN ates AAT A ATT MR I 
Utterly confounded with an outburst of 
agony, anger, indignation, affliction and grief, 
Paragurama then cried: “Ah noble and most 
virtuous father, leaving us, you have 
ascended to heaven !” (15) 
facia fagat Pera urgy aa! 
wre wet wa: arate À ST Vg ll 
Wailing thus, he himself tightly gripped 
his battle-axe and, entrusting the father's 
dead body to the care of his brothers, 


made up his mind to extirpate the Ksatriya 
race.* a 6) 


* Tradition says that in her deep agony caused by her husband's brutal murder, Parasurama's mother beat 
her breast twenty-one times. In order to pacify her, Paragurama too wiped out the Ksatriya race as many times. 
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Treat meai wat amrafael 
Aai a vith Tar FeAl aes Te V9 11 
aw Fel Aaaa ara 
tt pa gai aasagetarftforn ec i 
Anaga: yfad pen Agfa ny; | 
maah an ANAA gT | BF 1 


Going to Mahismati that had been 
completely robbed of its splendour by the 
sin of the murderers of a Brahmana sage, 
ParaSurama raised in the heart of the city a 
huge mountain of their heads and with their 
blood created a ghastly river that instilled 
terror into the heart of Brahmana-haters. 
Making the murder of his father an 
excuse—on the Ksatriyas having taken to 
unrighteous ways—the mighty Parasurama 
rid the globe of the Ksatriyas thrice seven 
times and from their blood created at 
Samantapaficaka (Kuruksetra) tanks filled 
with blood instead of water, O protector of 


men! (17—19) 
faq: ara mara fore arava aféfar 1 
adeand FAUT AAS: |! 20 Il 


Having brought back the head of his 
father, ParaSurama joined it to his trunk 
and, placing his body on blades of the 
sacred KuSa grass, propitiated through a 
number of sacrifices the supreme Deity, his 
own Self, who represents all the gods in His 
person. (20) 


zA uret fag as went aferon fayr 
aadA uie à ses smi ETA I 3? I 
At the end of these sacrifices he actually 
gave away the eastern quarter to the Hotā, 
the southern to the Brahmā, the western 
to the Adhwaryu, and the northern to the 
Udgātā. (21) 
AANSIEN: BITA a HAA: | 
amad Pee: T RRI 


He bestowed the intermediate corners 
on the other priests, the central region on 
sage Kaśyapa, the Aryavarta (the tract of 


land bounded on the north by the Himalayas 
and on the south by the Vindhya mountains), 
on the Upadrasta (the supervisor) and the 
region beyond (viz., that lying to the south 
of the Vindhya range) on the Sadasyas 
(superintending priests). (22) 


aaraa yaaan RA: | 
maai Tara A AY gaT II 23 
And then, having washed off his entire 
sin, incurred by killing numberless Ksatriyas, 
through a bath, taken at the conclusion of 
the sacrifices in the waters of the Saraswati, 
a river representing the Vedas, he shone 
like the cloudless sun. (23) 
wade maA creat Garay | 
FAT OS AIS He AAA WH STA: 1 3% HI 
Having regained his own body, which 
was now completely spiritualized, consisting 
as it did of consciousness alone, Jamadagni 
too, the adored of Parasurama, became the 
seventh in the group of the seven seers 
looking after the welfare of the universe. 
(24) 
BSAA WTA TA: SAAT: | 
ammira maA adaa À FEL BU 


Indeed, Jamadagni’s son, the worshipful 
Parasurama too, who has eyes beautiful as 
a pair of lotuses, will propagate the Vedas 
as one of the seven seers, O king, in the 
ensuing Manvantara. (25) 


amA RAA ATS: gA: | 
sniammaRa: fagra: 1 26 1 
He stays even to this day on Mount 
Mahendra, having renounced all forms of 
violence and with a perfectly serene 
mind, his exploits being sung by Siddhas, 
Gandharvas and Caranas. (26) 


wa yy ayaan wary RYA: | 
arated ot art YASA AEM FAM VOU 
Descending in the midst of the Bhrgus, 


the almighty Lord Sri Hari, the Soul of the 
universe, thus slew several times kings 
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(Ksatriyas) who constituted a great burden 
on the bosom of the earth. (27) 


mya: Ae ga waa: | 
ATT SAAT at AY gaa R U1 


Gadhi’s son was the celebrated sage 
Viswamitra, possessed of extraordinary 
effulgence, like a blazing fire, who, shedding 
his Ksatriyahood, attained Brahmanical glory 
through his asceticism. (28) 
fava ware Yat wad FTI 
TEL AST AYA Wa TN VI 

And Viswamitra had one hundred and 
one sons, O protector of men! The fifty-first 


son, who formed the middle of the whole 
lot, was named Madhucchanda; hence 


they all came to be known as 
Madhucchandas. (29) 
Wt Hat WAG tard a artery 


amii Aare STS WT WTA I 30 1 

Adopting Ajigarta’s son Sunahégepa, also 
known as Devarata, a scion of the sage 
Bhrgu, as his own son, the sage ViSwamitra 
said to his sons, “Let this boy be treated as 
the eldest of you all.” (30) 


ata Rrasa facta: YES: wy: | 
SHAT Car WHT AS UIST 38 Ul 
at wd gaat Ag aoa: | 
aud sft wart: Base: a uta: 1 32H 


He was the same Sunahgepa (a 
descendant of Bhrgu) who was sold by his 
parents to be used as a human victim in the 
sacrificial performance of King Harigcandra.* 
Having sought the protection of Viswamitra, 
he was freed from bond in the shape of 
a cord by extolling (as instructed by 
Viswamitra) gods such as the lords of 
creation. Thus saved by the gods (Varuna 
and others) in a sacrificial performance meant 
to propitiate the god Varuna, the ascetic 
boy became celebrated among the scions 


of Gadhi by the name of Devarata.(31-32) 
À ngara Sear: p AAT A AI 
AMA AA: Hal SH TAT FAM: 1133 1 
The fifty sons of Viswamitra, older than 
Madhucchanda, did not approve of 
Sunahégepa being treated as the eldest. Full 
of anger, the sage Viswamitra cursed them, 
“Become Mlecchas (barbarians), O evil 
ones !” (33) 
a tara wee: Tel AT Ta: | 
TA Vary Aare aS FAT 3% I 
Alongwith his fifty younger brothers so 
the tradition goes—Madhucchanda then 
said: “We shall abide by whatever you enjoin 
on us.” (34) 
WIS wage apaa ad wr fe 
fraa: arte direst faa | 
àù m Aspe aR ar 341 
They accordingly took Sunahsepa, a 
seer of Vedic Mantras, as the eldest of 
them all and said to him, “Indeed we are all 
your followers (younger brothers).” Gratified 
at this, Viswamitra said to these latter sons, 
“You will be blessed with sons—you who 
have made me a father of worthy sons by 
conceding my superiority (acceptting my 
command). (35) 


wa: afer att anaa 
IÀ anemeritrseraerea: N 36 I 


“This valiant Devarata is one of you (as 
good a scion of Kusika as you), O scions of 
Kusika! Hence follow him as an elder 
brother.” There were other sons too of 
Viswamitra—Astaka, Harita, Jaya, Kratuman 
and so on. (36) 


Ta air q aya: yaam 
Wart dhe Aa waT 301! 
Thus, of course, the line of Kusika was 


ramified into various off-shoots due to the 
sons of ViSwamitra. And it acquired a 


* Vide verses 20 and 21 of Discourse VII above, 
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different Pravara (branch name, viz., that of 
Devarata) inasmuch as it was given a new 
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shape (with Devarata as the eldest son of 
Vigwamitra). (37) 


sft QTE TIRÒ WME GRII Tamers} EMSA: I 26 I 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramaharnsa-Samhita. 


AN MISS SAT: 
Discourse XVII 


The posterity of Kings Ksatravrddha, Raji and others 
of the Lunar Dynasty 


Rye TAT 
a: GRE: UA START, GAT: | 
FE: aaa Wit ways adap g 
Sri Suka began again: Nahusa and 
Ksatravrddha, Raji, the valiant Rambha and 


Anena—these were the sons of Ayu, who 
was a son of Pururava*. (1) 


arr sft Were AU] ÙA 
TAGS, AeA: NRI 
ara: HM JAE shat WAAAY! 
WAH: viet ser aegawa APA: 3 Ul 
Now, hear of the posterity of 
Ksatravrddha, O king of kings! Kasya, Kusa 
and Grtsamada—these were the three sons 
of Suhotra, the son of Ksatravrddha. From 
the loins of Grtsamada sprang up Sunaka, 


whose son, the sage Saunaka, was the 
foremost of the students of Rgveda. (2-3) 


warp rA Wet Stare: fe | 
arate arqaerada: 1% 1 
Kāśya'’s son was Kasi, whose son, 
Rastra, was the father of Dirghatama. And 
Dirghatama’s son was Dhanvantari, the 
founder of Ayurveda, the science of medicine, 


(4) 
ns aai GEJ SERR: en 


faae quieren, wads sit Bye: | 
a Wa vate at waders sata: | 
aa panan Nasan: tl & Ul 


and a part manifestation of Lord 
Vasudeva, who received a share in the 
sacrificial offerings and is capable of relieving 
bodily suffering merely on being thought of. 
His son was Ketuman, of whom was born 
Bhimaratha; and from the loins of the latter 
sprang up Divodasa. From Divodasa, 
followed Dyuman, also known by the name 
of Pratardana. The same, Dyuman was 
called by the names of Satrujit, Vatsa and 
Rtadhwaja and was also referred to by the 
name of Kuvalayaswa. From him sprang up 
Alarka and others. (5-6) 


eade sead a 
man wer AR ays gaT SN 


None other than Alarka, O Pariksit, ruled 
over the earth for a period of sixty-six 
thousand years, remaining young throughout 
this period. (7) 


ech aaea ASA HARTA: | 
mika: ee WARTTA N ct 
From the loins of Alarka sprang up 
Santati, from whom followed Sunitha and 
from the latter, Suketana. Dharmaketu was 


the son of Suketana, of whom Satyaketu 
was born. (8) 


* Vide verse | of Discourse XV above. 
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geag: aera THAME: feria: | 
Aa sA miT: ne N 


Dhrstaketu was the son of Satyaketu, 
and from the loins of Dhrstaketu sprang up 
King Sukumara. Then came Vitihotra, whose 
son was Bharga; and of the latter was born 
King Bhargabhumi. (9) 


sata area OT: gaga: | 
TET THE: Ua mya: Ul Qo I 
All these aforesaid kings in the line of 
Ksatravrddha were the descendants of Kasi. 
Rambha’s son was Rabhasa, whose son 
again was Gambhira and from him followed 
Akriya. (10) 


ma AT Te BN YOY ATTE: | 
yema: yfe rnga Aan: 1138 1 


Through his wife was sprung a line of 
Brāhmaņas; now listen to the posterity of 
Anena. From the loins of Anena sprang up 
Suddha, from whom followed Suci. Of him 
was born Trikakud, alias Dharmasarathi. (11) 


Aa: MRR Sa pap: U AAA! 
TÀ: USAT ATA PATO TASTE 82 N 


Of him was born Santaraya, who had 
his object in the shape of final beatitude 
accomplished and was enlightened, too, so 
that he did not beget any child. Raji had five 
hundred sons, who were all possessed of 
immense strength. (12) 


maf teary Aaea fea 
See PASAT Ysa ATT TSH: 11 83 Ml 
aami ==—-werarerfterfga: | 
fain Yat mea AT ag: eel 
fafared esta aT, WEG: | 
TROT FAAS Te AAPL TST: I R4 


amnia vifrarramia n aai: | 
PUL AA: MAEA RAA TA: I RG A 
Solicited by the gods, he slew the 
demons and restored the kingdom of 
heaven to Indra. Returning it to Raji and 
clasping his feet, Indra placed himself in his 
hands, afraid as he was of Prahrāda and 
other enemies. On the death of their father, 
the sons of Raji did not return to the great 
Indra, even though he asked for it, (the 
sovereignty of) heaven and (even) fully 
appropriated the sacrificial offerings. When 
oblations were being poured by the preceptor 
(the sage Brhaspati) into the sacred fire 
according to the procedure laid down for 
the employment of spells for a malevolent 
purpose, Indra (the slayer of the demon 
Bala) slew all the sons of Raji, who had 
strayed from the path of virtue, and none of 
them was left alive. From the loins of Kuśa, 
the grandson of Ksatravrddha, sprang up 


Prati; then came Safjaya, whose son was 
Jaya. (13—16) 


aa: Ha: parn we la TA: | 
Recast Tae AAA: I Voll 
UPARA a wa: AUNT HERA: | 
gagga YO: YOY AT A ATA RS N 
From Jaya followed Krta and of Krta, 
again, was born King Haryavana. Next came 
Sahadeva and from Sahadeva followed Hina; 
while Hina’s son was Jayasena. Then came 
Sankrti and the latter's son was Jaya, a 
great car-warrior devoted to the course of 
conduct of a Ksatriya. These are all the 
kings born in the line of Ksatravrddha; now 
hear of the line which originated from King 
Yayati, the son of Nahusa. (17-18) 


FAAM TAM AA: I 89 I 
Thus ends the seventeenth discourse, forming part of an account of the lunar dynasty, 


in Book Nine of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


rr 


AMETSEAN: 
Discourse XVIII 
The story of Yayāti 


AYR TAA 
anda: daR: pA: 1 


usa eaaa afer g 


Sri Suka resumed: Like the six senses, 
including the mind, of an embodied soul, 
the following six were the sons of Nahusa— 
Yati, Yayati, Sarhyati, Ayati, Viyati and Krti. 

(1) 
Tet eae aft: far ext aao 
aa wire: Gee sre wage 2 

Yati, the eldest, did not desire the 
sovereignty, offered by his father, since he 
knew the end of sovereignty, having entered 
which one is no longer able to realize the 
Self. (2) 
Pratt fore enaa edoa FES: | 
misma à aarfewasa: 3 

On his father, Nahusa, having been 
hurled from heaven and transformed into a 
python by the curse of the Brahmanas— 
the sage Agastya and others—due to the 
former's impudence towards Indra’s wife, 
therefore, it was Yayati who became the 
king. (3) 
aagana AA wa Ura ARTA: | 
Haat wast rere gear: x i 

Yayati, the elder brother, appointed his 
four younger brothers (Samyati and others) 
as governors in the four quarters (each in 
one quarter) and, having taken to wife the 
daughters of Sukracarya and Vrsaparva, 
ruled over the globe as its suzerain lord. 

(4) 
adara 
sania caret: AE ARN: | 
Tarafawat: pea faare: WAAR: 14 
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King Pariksit submitted: The glorious 
Śukrācārya was a Brāhmaņa sage and 
Yayati, the son of Nahusa, a mere Ksatriya. 
How did the irregular marriage of a Ksatriya 
king with a Brahmana girl take place? (5) 

RIF TAT 
URA SAAR PST ATT THT | 
wae Tear a were 
wam aren qiga 
ama neiaa RAs S 


$ri Śuka replied: Accompanied by a 
thousand girl companions as well as by 
Devayani, the daughter of Sukracarya (the 
preceptor of the Danavas), Sarmistha, the 
virgin daughter of Vrsaparva (the celebrated 
Danava chief)—who, though belonging to 
the weaker sex, was yet very proud—was 
strolling, on one occasion, in the city garden, 
full of flowering trees and adorned with the 
sandy strands of a lotus pond swarming 
with sweetly humming bees. (6-7) 
OT ASANTE! HAM: HAT: | 
ak aes gp fasg: rset: u 0 

Arriving at the pond and leaving their 
clothes on the margin, those maidens with 


eyes beautiful as a pair of lotuses sported 
in it, sprinkling one another with water. (8) 
cea aod faite we gor quite | 
wear aaia wiesifsa: fara: eu 
Observing Lord Sankara, mounted on a 
bull alongwith His divine Consort, Goddess 
Parvati, passing that way, the damsels felt 


abashed and put on their clothes, coming 
out of the pond at once. (9) 


Sarmistha unwittingly put on the raiment 
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of the preceptor’s daughter, regarding it as 
her own. Getting enraged at this, Devayani 
spoke thus: (10) 


aÀ rie cream: at wera | 
amg yaad yia gatge N 


“Oh! just look at the indecorum of this 
servant-maid in that like a bitch snatching 
away the oblation in a sacrifice, she has put 
on the clothing which was meant to be put 
on by us. (11) 
Ai qm ge ya Ua: wer ÀI 
ai afte AR: fora: venga afia: 1 231 
MAANSA ARNAN: BAT: | 
qami faya area: ARTA: 1 g3 Ul 
ai canta yra: RASEN a: ag: | 
amg yaa wet Aafaa n g% 

Even among the Brāhmaņas—by whom 
this world has been created by dint of their 
asceticism, who represent the mouth of the 
supreme Person (in the sense that they 
emanated from the mouth of the Cosmic 
Person and also because it is by feeding 
them that the Lord is easily propitiated) and 
by whom is cherished as the object of their 
worship the transcendent Brahma that is all 
effulgence, by whom has been revealed 
the way to blessedness in the shape of the 
Vedic religion, who hail and extol the 
guardians of the spheres and the rulers of 
the gods, nay, even the almighty Lord, the 
Soul of the universe, the Purifier of all and 
the abode of Sri, the goddess of beauty and 
prosperity—we are the descendants of Bhrgu! 
Her (Sarmistha’s) father, a demon chief, is 
a disciple of ours. Yet like a Sidra who has 
learnt by heart the Veda, this wench has 
put on the garment which was to be worn 
by me!” (12—14) 


wa wot mAs egma 
wer varia afar Tees RA Ul 


Hissing like a female serpent and biting 
her lips in anger, the ill-treated Sarmistha 


spoke as follows to the preceptor's daughter, 
who was thus abusing her: (15) 


aagana eA ag freien | 
fee a utash TEA RAA aa gS 1 


“Not knowing your own status, O beggar- 
maid, you brag much! Do you not all wait at 
our door like a swarm of crows (the eaters of 
crumbs offered to them as representatives 
of the feathered kingdom)?” (16) 
wefad: que’: farcarssaretgat aah | 
qfar mfa pÀ are Seta AST II 89 1 

Reproaching in such exceedingly harsh 
words the preceptor’s daughter, who was 
worthy of respect, Sarmistha violently dashed 
her into a well after snatching her clothes 
through anger. (17) 
meat Tara Faye aR aT 
wA sees HU Benet at ave Ti g tl 

When Sarmistha had left for her home, 
Yayati, who had been wandering in search 
of game, arrived there by chance. Being 
desirous of water, he looked into the well 


and espied Devayani—so the tradition goes. 
(18) 


Sra aA STATS Tat AÀ | 
ater mim mAn FATT: I 88 Il 


Giving to the naked girl the piece of 
cloth covering the upper part of his body, 
the kind-hearted king lifted her out, grasping 
her hand by his own. (19) 
a Aa hn PTI 
miea åA À m: EAT I! Rol! 

Devayani, (the daughter of the sage 
Ugana) spoke to the hero in a language full 
of love as follows: “O king, the conqueror of 
your enemy’s cities! my hand has been 
accepted by you. (20) 
Besa ar ye imaa fe A 
we Serpe aie Beart At a wes: | 
afd quer wadt apt AAI Rk n 


“Indeed, let none else take my hand 
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now that | have been accepted by you. This 
union of ours, O valiant king, has been 
brought about by Providence and is not 
man-made inasmuch as this sight of yours 
has been vouchsafed to me while | was 
clinging to a well. (21) 
A wet Fafa wera HEN 
HAT TRAIT VTS AAMT WT N 22 Ul 
“A Brahmana is not destined to be my 
husband, thanks to the imprecation of Kaca 
(the son of the sage Brhaspati)—Kaca, whom 


| had cursed* on a former occasion, O 
long-armed one !” (22) 


manfred Sacer: | 
mA Tad qeeat RE Aga: N 2301 
Recognizing the connection as having 
been pre-ordained by fate, even though it 
was not at all acceptable to him (inasmuch 
as it was against the recognized code of 
ethics), and perceiving his mind too (which 
could not lean towards unrighteousness) 
drawn towards her, Yayati agreed to her 
proposal. (23) 


Tet Watt at ait aa GH wart faa: | 
aaa aa: Ba ASN HAT Vv I 


On the valiant king having departed, 
Devayani too repaired from the garden to 
her father, weeping all the way, and forthwith 
related to him all that had been said and 
done by Sarmistha. (24) 


gqh wary area: Ubi ferret 
RE ofa a carat Sfeat a at TAG A Ul 


Condemning the vocation of a priest 
and praising the way of life of a pigeon that 
gleans grains of corn lying scattered in a 
field where the harvest has been reaped 
and lives on such gleanings alone, that 
glorious sage, Kavya (Sukracarya), went 
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out of the city (the capital of Vrsaparva), 
sad at heart, alongwith his daughter, 
Devayani. (25) 


qa amma wetna ATA 
TE Wares gA aA: afta: N R UI 


Concluding him to have hostile intentions 
(of bringing victory to the gods), and anxious 
to placate the preceptor, Vrsaparva fell 
prostrate at his feet on the road. (26) 
aomena foret carer arta: | 
CHAISE: raai TSP At Sepa 29 UI 

The worshipful Sukracarya (a scion of 
Bhrgu), whose anger lasts but half a moment, 
gently said to his disciple, “Let Devayani’s 
wish (condition) be fulfilled, O king! | am 
unable to ignore her’. (27) 


adamak we aai wna 
fear cart sat ara AT AT, ATA N Re N 
When Vrsaparva remained standing, 
even after uttering the words, “So be it!”, 
Devayani declared what was in her 
mind, saying, “Given away by my father, 
whithersoever | go, let Sarmistha follow me 
with all her companions.” (28) 


ant a ge Gea cashes a tia 
ai wha chaser era R 11 
Perceiving the danger to her own people 
from the exit of Sukracarya and the 
magnitude of good expected from his staying 
over, Sarmistha waited upon Devayani like 


a menial alongwith her thousand female 
companions. (29) 


AEM Yat Sra VE SATT 

FATS SASÀ A BHAA I Bo 1 
Giving away to Yayati, son of Nahusa, 

his daughter alongwith Sarmistha, the 

sage Usana (Sukracarya) said to him, “O 


* Kaca was receiving instruction in the science of reviving the dead from Sukracarya at the latter's 
house. While he was returning home after finishing his course of instruction, Devayani wooed him, but was 
refused by Kaca on the ground of her being like a sister to him. Devayani thereupon pronounced an 
imprecation on him that the instruction received by him would bear no fruit. Kaca too uttered a counter-curse 
on Devayani, saying that no Brahmana would take her to wife. 


84 


+ SRIMAD BHAGAVATA + 


[Dis. 18 


king! let not Sarmistha ever share your 
bed.” (30) 
farteditertat maara aoa sated | 

waa aa tele Wem: afd adr seu 


Perceiving on a certain occasion 
Devayani (Usana’s daughter) blessed with 
a son, Sarmistha, too, who was leading a 
chaste life, sought during the period 
favourable for conception the bed in seclusion 
of the very husband of her friend, Devayani, 
with a longing to be similarly blessed with 
progeny. (31) 
mga nf rae rife. 
moa: are fetal tl 32 Il 

Solicited by the princess for progeny 
and considering it a sacred duty to grant 
her prayer, Emperor Yayati, who knew 
what was right, sought her embrace as 
something ordained by destiny itself (and 
not through concupiscence), even though 
recollecting in time the warning of Sukracarya. 

(32) 
w a ddd aa aai aoa 
ga ort a ye a vittro amiada i 33 1 

Devayani duly gave birth to Yadu and 
Turvasu as well, while Sarmistha, the 
daughter of Vrsaparva, bore Druhyu, Anu 
and Pūru. (33) 
miut dfaa afr 
ai fagi aà aefa EAT N ax 1 

Overwhelmed with rage on coming to 
know that Sarmistha (the daughter of the 
Asura king) too had conceived through her 
own husband, the haughty Devayani went 
away to her father's house. (34) 
iaga: caret AREATA 
a wR ste maianen: 34 1 

Having followed his darling, the 
uxorious Yayāti tried to reconcile her with 


blandishments, as well as by pressing 
her feet and other such devices, but 


could not please her. 


yee afta: ARAJET | 

vat art fagrat te EO FONTAN 35 1 
The angry Sukracarya said to the king, 

“O fool! O liar, hankering after women !! 

Let old age, which disfigures a man, overtake 

you.” (36) 


(35) 


anreara 


agisse Hart aen seat m a 
RAAT AMAT aa Asema th 391 


Yayāti submitted: | am unsated till 
today with sensuous enjoyments in the 
company of your daughter, O holy Brahmana! 
(Sukracarya replied) “Old age may be 
exchanged by you at will with the youth of 
any other who may voluntarily accept it.” 

(37) 
sft mera: yt Sendra | 
aà aed wien si fè Fast aa: 32 1 


manga aca A Meat fada 

are wader Tt RAT: AAT: 11 38 Ul 
Having obtained a solution of his 
problem in this form, Yayati returned to 
his capital and said to his eldest son, 
“Yadu dear, take this old age of mine, 
brought about by the curse of your 
grandfather (mother’s father, Sukracarya) 
and part with your own youth, my darling ! 
for | am not yet satiated with the pleasures 
of sense and intend to revel some 

more years with the help of your youth. 
(38-39) 

ageaTa 
Aa me e Weta AA 

afa ga me àgi AR YEs: 11 ¥o I 
Yadu replied: | have no courage to 
accept and live with your old age, got by 
you in the middle of your life. For, having 
not actually tasted the vulgar pleasures, 

a man does not attain to desirelessness. 
(40) 


TAa: far garaya ae 
Taree OP Pera: 1 ¥e N 
Though urged by their father, Turvasu 
and Druhyu and Anu too declined, O scion 
of Bharata, since they did not know what 
was right and looked upon the transient 
body etc. as eternal. (41) 


Ae Te Ye aera onè | 
TITAS TT At wereng Ut v2 II 
Now Yayati asked his son, Puru—who, 
though youngest in age, was superior in 
point of virtues—and added, “Dear one! 


like your elder brothers you should not 
refuse me.” (42) 


yesara 

ALAR Tes raga: qA 
Wired erat e warana frst TT %3 1 

Pūru replied: As a matter of fact, what 
man in this world, O ruler of men! can 
requite his father, the procreator of his 
body, by whose grace he can attain the 
highest object of his life? (43) 


smaad paia An FET: | 
amsaa patanda fg: xx 


The best son is he who accomplishes 
(in anticipation) whatever is expected by his 
father without waiting to be told what is 
wanted by him. A mediocre son is he who 
does only that which he is expressly told to. 
The lowest is he who does his father’s 
bidding with irreverence; while he who refuses 
to do his bidding is no more than the refuse 
of his father. (44) 


ga uga: Ge: wani fag: 
Sista aga HA AMT TT N Sy N 


Saying so, Pūru most gladly accepted 
his father’s old age. The latter too, O protector 
of men, enjoyed the pleasures of sense 
with the help of his son, Pūru’s youth, as 
enjoined by the scriptures. (45) 
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qadu: mag Agaa MA T: | 
aAA fA SEARA: IW N 
Duly protecting his subjects like a father, 
Yayāti (the ruler of all the seven divisions 
of the globe) enjoyed the sense-objects 
according to his pleasure, his senses 
remaining unimpaired. (46) 


wai Aana fN: | 
waa: wat Rae weet E:n xon 
Devayāni too, the beloved of her 
husband, afforded supreme delight in private 
to her beloved husband from day to day 
with mind, speech, body and various articles 
of enjoyment. (47) 


ama aei wefisiftefart: 1 
adami i adder gR% 
Yayati also propitiated through sacrifices 
with liberal gifts of money Lord Sri Visnu 
(the Destroyer of sins), the Deity presiding 
Over sacrifices, the embodiment of all the 


Vedas, who represents all the gods in His 
Person. (48) 


Like a mass of clouds in the sky, this 
world, which is no better than a dream, a 
hoax and a fancy, is superimposed on God; 
it now appears as different in the shape of 
numberless names and forms and now 
disappears during deep sleep as well as at 
the time of final dissolution, (49) 


wha fe a arqed yer 
ARTA Pei WLI Ko N 


Installing in his heart the selfsame Lord 
Vasudeva, the Indweller of all hearts, who 
has His abode in water and is subtler than 
the subtle, Yayati, who had no desire left in 
him, worshipped Him there. (50) 


wa adamni TTS: RE be | 
Reas agea ahia: AA: 1142 11 
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Though enjoying the pleasures of | mind, which is the sixth, for thousands of 
sense—which are only conceptual with his | years, Yayati, the ruler of the entire globe, 


five wicked senses as well as with the 


did not feel sated. (51) 


afr AEA WEG WAR GRI TIRES EERS ATA: N gE 


Thus ends the eighteenth discourse in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramaharsa-Samhita. 


AARAA ATA: 
Discourse XIX 
Yayati’s Renunciation 


aye ITA 
FSA HAP PAU STATA: | 
geet frara afao mercer tt g N 


$ri Suka resumed: Thus enjoying the 
pleasures of sense, Yayati, who had been 
enslaved by his wife, woke up to his spiritual 
fall and, disgusted with the world narrated 
the following story in the form of a parable 
to Devayani, his beloved wife. (1) 
sy unter, ma aigerattat yf 
eit aeaa aA maA: 1 8 

“Listen, O Devayani, a scion of the 
sage Bhrgu, the true story of one on this 
earth who had a conduct similar to mine 
and who was full of lust (lit, lived in a 
village), yet for whom (and others like him) 
the wise residing in the woods constantly 
grieve. (2) 
aa Want at chivas fafaa freer: | 
wast pà ua tae! 3 II 

“Hunting for his beloved object in a 
forest all alone, a certain goat saw a she- 


goat fallen in a well, subject as she was to 
her own destiny. (3) 


Te SHUTS Sea: HUT fakery | 
art Aiya fearon tert x tt 


“He intently thought of means of rescuing 


her by digging out the earth at the brim with 
the end of his horns. (4) 


YW ame sae Wager & Il 
“Coming out of the well, that beautiful 
she-goat, it is said, fell in love with that very 
goat. Observing him selected by her—stout, 
mature, most lovable, capable of procreation 
and expert in the art of copulation as he 
was, many more she-goats, who longed for 
a beloved companion, also conceived a 
passion for the goat. Enhancing the delight 
of those numerous she-goats, that king of 
goats revelled with them alone and ceased 
to think of himself, possessed as he was by 
the devil of concupiscence. (5-6) 
waa Weare | TAOS! 
facies quieren angers eter Adit 9 N 
“Perceiving that very goat enjoying 
himself with another most beloved she-goat, 
the one that had fallen into the well, 
consequently got bewildered and could not 
brook that act of the goat. (7) 
a oe qed mii S ues iret À 
gamma a g: fa wate 
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“Deserting that lustful goat, who though 
disguised as a friend had played her false 
and whose love was only momentary, given 
as he was to the gratification of his senses, 
the she-goat returned full of agony to her 
owner. (8) 


Bist arpa: A: PUTT wE 
gaear arora ater Sf e 1 
“The goat too, a slave of his beloved 
she-goat, felt very wretched and followed 
her, uttering a bleat all the way in order to 
pacify her, but could not reconcile her. (9) 


Tere fou: niaaa A ST | 
wad gant ya: aes ara Fo 
“There (in her owner's house) a certain 
Brahmana, who was her owner, amputated, 
in anger, his dangling scrotum and rejoined 
it in the interest of the she-goat herself, 
proficient as he was in all such expedients. 
(10) 

PSST: BS MAA HAA MAT | 
me agfaet ae aien qeafa eeu 
“With his scrotum restored, the goat too 
revelled for a long time indeed with the she- 
goat that had been found by him in the well, 
O dear one! But he does not feel satiated 
with sense-enjoyments till this day. (11) 


aat PUTT: |Y wa: aAA: | 

aa ATs Aena ATAAT Ut kz 
“Bound in the same way with the cords 

of your love and deluded by your charm, O 


pretty one, | fail to recognize my own self, 
wretched as | am. (12) 


aq fen dia faxed usta: fara: | 

q Gate m qa: aea TU 3 Ul 
“All the rice and barley, gold, animals 

and women that exist on earth cannot yield 


satisfaction to the mind of a man who is 
buffeted by lust. (13) 


Fag are: STAT Bafa 
tan poadia ya varia ex 


“The craving for sense-gratification never 
ceases with the enjoyment of sense-objects. 
On the other hand, it grows stronger and 
stronger like fire fed by ghee. (14) 


aa A Hed wes niyang 
mgema Ua: Wat: gaan fest: 1 g4 1 
“When a man does not entertain the 
notion of diversity (in the form of likes and 
dislikes, which are undesirable,) with regard 
to any living being, then to such a man, 


looking upon all with the same eye, all the 
quarters turn blissful. (15) 


a ge giari ar a iA 
at goi gaa yia gi TAAN gA N 
“One desirous of happiness should 
speedily get rid of the thirst for pleasure, 
which is productive of sorrow, nay, which 
cannot be easily given up by the evil-minded 
and which does not get worn out even 
though one’s body grows old. (16) 


aa ae Sfeat at naana Taq | 
aerator fagrants afr eon 
“A man should not sit close even to his 
mother, sister or daughter. For, the powerful 
senses lead astray even a learned man.(17) 

yof ataza À fava, AaS 
anit aeai Feo AMTAA N N 
“Full one thousand years have slipped 
by while | have been busy repeatedly enjoying 
the pleasures of sense. And yet each time 
| enjoy them, my thirst for them is renewed. 
(18) 

TEMAS AAT ARVANA APTA | 
fest earan À: wen eeu 
‘Therefore, giving up this thirst for 
pleasure and fixing my mind on the Absolute, 
| shall roam about with deer, being rid of 


the pairs of opposites such as joy and 
sorrow and free from egotism. (19) 


FS AMS TAT TATA HST | 
Hola SSM a aa Age nag |l 2o Il 
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“Knowing both that is seen and heard of 
as unreal and foreseeing transmigration and 
the degradation of his soul to follow from 
their thought etc., he who neither thinks of 
nor enjoys them is the knower of his Self."(20) 


SRA AEM Brat acta Ya aa: | 
Seat tat mi TEATS faaee: 1 28 UI 
Having spoken thus to his wife, Devayani, 
and returned Puru's youth to him, Yayati 
received back his own old age from him, all 
craving for enjoyment having left him for 
good. (21) 

faf afao ga afao oer 
yia qii ah sATA R? I 
He appointed Druhyu as the ruler in the 
south-eastern quarter, Yadu in the south, 
Turvasu in the west and Anu in the north.(22) 

qosra Ade yenii ATA 
aff ST LTT SH TAHT N BB 
Having duly installed on the throne 
Pūru, the worthiest, though the youngest of 
all his sons, as the suzerain lord of the 
entire globe and master of its wealth, and 
placing his elder brothers (Yadu and others) 
under his control, Yayati retired to the forest. 
(23) 

arated aiga wai fàg a: | 
air wpe aS maaa ga fe: 1 Rv N 
He renounced in a moment the pleasures 
of the six senses (including the mind), 
constantly enjoyed by him for very many 
years through their objects, even as a bird 
leaves its nest when fledged. (24) 


a wa frfrearenag 
amy == fagqafaterg: | 
STA EEL argeat 


aa m ma wa: RN 


Having totally shaken off all attachment 
to the body and whatever is connected with 
it and dissociated himself from his subtle 
body (a product of the three Gunas), by 
virtue of his Self-Realization in that forest, 
the celebrated Yayati attained absorption 
into the supreme Brahma, known by the 
name of Vasudeva, which is free from the 
taint of Maya, a state which is obtainable 
only through devotion to the Lord. (25) 


TAT mai SATA AA WAATA: | 
Tijd: Cedar Aera RTA | 25 1 


Hearing the aforesaid parable, Devayani 
took it as a taunt to herself; nay she thought 
it to be a joke uttered by her husband in the 
agony of love subsisting between a husband 
and a wife. (26) 


m Gard gai waaa esa 
faamaaa man ai wt: 1 R9 
ada apa aAa mi 


F TA: RAYA AAA GAMA: N RS MI 
Realizing the association of near and 
dear ones, who are all subject to the control 
of the Lord, as akin to the gathering of 
travellers in a place where water is supplied 
to the passers-by, and as having been 
brought about by the Lord’s will (guided by 
their past Karma), Devayāni (a scion of 
Bhrgu) renounced attachment to everything, 
regarding all to be as unreal as a dream, 
and focussing her mind on Sri Krsna, gave 
up her subtle body, i.e., attained Liberation 
like her husband. (27-28) 
mai mà mga AÀ 
adyna VT Fed TA: NRS 
Hail, hail to You, the all-tranquil and all- 
pervading Lord Vāsudeva, the Maker of 
this universe, the Indweller of all created 
beings. (29) 


sft Gera AÀ MAE ART TIRE QRAN ATA: I 3S I 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse, in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


or 


aa AASTA: 
Discourse XX 
The posterity of Pūru and the stories of Dusyanta and Bharata 


aye sara 

ydi wasnt aa wrist wn 
wa wi ava aeiy aR eI 

Śrī Suka resumed: | shall now give a 
detailed account of the line of Puru, in 
which you were born, O scion of Bharata, 
and in which many royal sages and 
Brahmanas, each propagating his line, 
appeared. (1) 


SATA MYA Wa: ueraia: | 
Weise TRS TESA STIS ATI R Ul 


Now, Janamejaya was born of Puru 
and Janamejaya’s son was Pracinvan, from 
whose loins appeared Pravira. From him 
indeed followed Namasyu and to him was 
born Carupada. (2) 


Wa GE TAR, ETAT: | 
Patera taste: VJA: 3 


From his loins appeared a son named 
Sudyu, of whom was born Bahugava, and 
from him followed Sarnyati. His son was 
Aharnyati, whose son was called Raudraswa. 


(3) 
wea: ae Dieta 
ease: Yat Agya: VJA: | 
yaranana Tere STATA: Ut Ul 


Rteyu, Kukseyu, Sthandileyu, Krteyu, 
Jaleyu and Santateyu, Dharmeyu, Satyeyu, 
Vrateyu and the youngest known as 
Vaneyu—these ten were the sons of 
Raudrasgwa, born of the celestial nymph 
Ghrtaci, even as the ten Indriyas (the five 
senses of perception and the five organs of 
action) are evolved from Prana, the chief of 
the five vital airs (viz., Prana, Apana, Vyana, 


Udana and Samana), the life of the 
microcosm. (4-5) 
waa Tans ye, TATE TA 


Palaatsufera: PIAS RRAS: tt & N 

Rteyu’s son was Rantibhara, who had 
three sons—Sumati, Dhruva and Apratiratha, 
O protector of men! Apratiratha’s son was 
Kanva. (6) 


we Anaren eRT FESTA: | 
Wasa Baa Pa Tera Aa: 19 


His son was Medhatithi, from whom 
originated the Brahmanas, Praskanva and 
others. Sumati’s son was Raibhya; and 
Dusyanta is held to be his son. (7) 
ga Wat Aa: Ava TA: | 
amai aaun avast èa N N 
facies welt yè amana ATA 
amd at amet we: aaàda: ne 

One day, accompanied by a few 
bodyguards, Dusyanta, who had gone 
a-hunting, arrived at the hermitage of Kanva. 
He saw sitting there a charming damsel, 
who was a compeer of Rama, the goddess 
presiding over beauty and prosperity, and a 
personification, as it were, of the enchanting 
potency of the Lord, and was illuminating 
the hermitage with her effulgence. The king 
instantly fell in love with her and spoke to 
her. (8-9) 
aerua: aParattem: | 
UNS HUTT: WER ATAT FAT I Ro I 

Greatly rejoiced at her sight and sore 
stricken with love, he questioned her in soft 
words as follows, gracefully smiling, his 
fatigue having completely disappeared: 

(10) 
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wl a aera Serta wae 
fe ot fafi aa sacar Fst ar gR N 


“Who are you with eyes resembling the 
petals of a lotus? Whose daughter are you, 
O charming one? And what is the purpose 
of your staying in this lovely forest? (11) 
ah Usa Aaa TA AAA | 
a fe Sa: charmed wa safari 22 1 

| clearly perceive you to be the daughter 
of a Ksatriya, O pretty one! For, nowhere 
does the mind of the scions of Puru find 
delight in (leans towards) unrighteousness.” 


(12) 
Ipadama 
faya cant Aaa À 
Aaa ar seat ate fh ATT N g3 N 


Sakuntala replied: “Certainly | am the 
daughter of Viswamitra, forsaken by Menakā 
in the forest. The worshipful sage Kanva 
knows this (life-history of mine). What may 
we do for you, O hero? (13) 
amai aaa Yeast A A: | 
qari aba a serat ate trea S ul 

“Have your seat, O lotus-eyed one, and 
indeed let our hospitality be accepted by 
you. There is enough of wild rice, which 
may kindly be partaken of, and stay here if 
it pleases you.” (14) 

gaa sara 
sore By Aaa: alga 
rae fè gÀ Tat RAR: ENT ATTN V4 N 

Dusyanta replied: “What you say is 
quite becoming of you, born as you are in 
the line of Kusika, O beautiful one! For, 


princesses choose a suitable partner by 
themselves.” (15) 


sites aareniqaa wept! 
Trerdfafien ten eyrenreafaerafa gA I 


The king, who knew what was 
enjoined at a particular time and place, 


married, consistently with the ethical code, 
Sakuntala—who had tacitly expressed her 
consent—according to the Gandharva system 
(which is based on mutual consent alone). 
(16) 
adaa ma AÀ 
ANA AGL ATA: AA AT AAA II 2 I 


The royal sage, who was possessed of 
unfailing procreative energy, deposited his 
seed at night in the womb of his wedded 
wife, Sakuntala. The next morning he went 
back to his capital. And in course of time 
she gave birth to a son. (17) 


THUG: HARA GA ew Baer: fea: | 
SEAT HAT HS TH A ATH: I 22 UI 


The sage Kanva performed the 
appropriate purificatory rites relating to the 
new-born prince, commencing from 
Jatakarma, the rite performed at the time of 
the birth of a child, in the forest. While yet 
an infant, he used to play with lions, binding 
them with his superior strength. (18) 


i gaas wenn 
ginig faran gS Il 


Śakuntalā, the jewel among young 
women, sought the presence of her royal 
husband, Emperor Duşyanta, taking 
alongwith her that boy of formidable prowess, 
born with a ray of the divine essence of Śri 
Hari. (19) 


a a aye wen mataa 
soaa adya À APTA Ut Zo 1 
When the king Dusyanta did not accept 
as his own, Sakuntala, his wife and her 
son, who were both irreproachable, an 
ethereal voice in the heavens spoke as 
follows, all living beings listening: (20) 


Tet wet faq: Yat aa Ga: A TA T: | 
US Ot Ga AAA: VHC 28 It 
“Mother is but a leathern bag to hold 


and develop the seed. The son belongs to 
his father alone; nay, he is the same as his 
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father,' of whom he was born. Therefore, O 
Dusyanta ! have? your son and do not spurn 
Sakuntala, your wedded wife. (21) 
Yate: Wat waft area Amara 
aT TAT TART ARTS TAT N R? I 
A son who procreates and thus 
propagates his line leads his father out of 
the abode of Yama, O ruler among men! 
Sakuntala truly says that you are the 
procreator of this child.” (22) 


fardora asf amad wera: 
am vat wea Di yfan esi 


After his fathers death Bharata too 
became a universal monarch of great renown. 
The glory of the said monarch, born with a 
ray of Sri Hari, is sung on earth even to 
this day. (23) 


oh SPOTS ANASA WEA: | 
A nafatear Ases fna fay: Vu 


He bore the mark of a discus in his right 
palm and that of a lotus-bud on the soles 
of both of his feet. Having been duly 
installed on the throne after being 
consecrated by means of a grand religious 
bath, (24) 
qaaa Berigrany array: | 
ada ea TATA WY RH 
aega ATA Waag AY | 
one fe darana: archer Fara: | 
Beet aga afer are A AARTI 28 1 

the powerful emperor performed as 
many as fifty-five horse-sacrifices on the 
banks of the holy Ganga in order of 
sequence (from the source to the mouth) 
and seventy-eight sacrifices (lit., he tied 


seventy-eight holy horses) along the 
Yamuna in the same order, choosing 
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Dirghatama (the son of Mamata) as his 
priest and freely gifting ample wealth. The 
sacrificial fire of Bharata, the son of Dusyanta, 
was set up on an exceedingly excellent 
(most sacred) site where a thousand 
Brahmanas divided among themselves 
cows gifted by Bharata—each getting as 
his share a Badva (equivalent to thirteen 
thousand and eighty four®). (25-26) 


aafaa vary seer ETA TIF | 
deter tari Eea RS 
Having thus performed one hundred 
and thirty-three horse-sacrifices (lit., having 
tied to the sacrificial post 133 horses) to the 
great wonder of other kings, Bharata, the 
son of Dusyanta, not only overcame the 
Lord’s Maya (the deluding potency) but also 
attained to Lord Sri Hari, the adored of the 
gods. (27) 
yga: Foy fewer ATT 
aaa wafer wet aA saga R N 
In the sacrificial function called ‘Masnara’ 
Bharata gave away to the Brahmanas 
fourteen lakhs of dark elephants of excellent 
breed with white tusks, all adorned with 
gold. (28) 
WR He at a ye m TO: | 
Fara meaa aeeat fates aa RR 1 
Neither did kings that have gone by, nor 
will future kings emulate the great example 


of Bharata any more than one can touch 
heaven with one’s hands. (29) 


FRA ASAT HST AMSAT | 
mea TATE Pera RaR 30 1 
In the course of his conquest of the 
four quarters he crushed all the Kirātas, 
Hinas, Yavanas, Andhras, Kankas, Khaśas, 
Sakas and Mlecchas as well as kings 


1. This is corroborated by the Sruti, which says: ‘aan à warren’. 
2. The command of the ethereal voice asking Dusyanta to accept the child ( 4a ) was responsible 


for the child being given the name of Bharata. 


3. META ATOT referer: vag agoan TAN | 
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who despised the Brahmanas and the 
Vedas. (30) 
Ra WT sary a Tati AA 
fad vat ster: afore: GET 38 
He further recovered wives of gods that 
had been carried away to Rasatala (the 
sixth subterranean region from above) by 
the demons, who having conquered the 
gods in the past had occupied various parts 
of Rasatala. (31) 


wana Seed: Wat wea Tea 
mmaa aaa 32 I 


During his reign heaven as well as the 
earth yielded to his subjects all the objects 
of their desire. In this way, he held sway 
in all the four quarters for thrice nine (twenty- 
seven) millenniums. (32) 


Bare Aare fare | 
ah aeai WO FATA Fl 33 Il 


Realizing his sovereignty, that had 
carried his fame even to the guardians of 
the spheres, imperial fortune, his authority, 
which was unobstructed everywhere, 
nay, life itself to be unreal, the aforesaid 
emperor withdrew himself from the world. 

(33) 


TERA a aad: Usaha: GAOT: | 
RATA, GAL ATT SAAT N 3% N 
Bharata had three beloved wives, all of 
them daughters of the king of Vidarbha, O 
protector of men! They disposed of their 
own sons for fear of being forsaken by their 
husband, because it was remarked by him 
that the sons were not after him. (34) 
aAa fart aot aad asa: ATA! 
Tei «edt METTEG: I 34 Il 
On his race being thus threatened with 
extinction, the Maruts (wind-gods) handed 


over a son, Bharadwaja by name, to the 
emperor, who was propitiating them through 
a sacrifice known by the name of 
‘Marutstoma’. (35) 
adaa yrgaeat Aaa geese: | 
wart arid wef green aera aT 38 11 
Proceeding to copulate with his brother's 
wife (Mamata), who was already pregnant, 
Brhaspati forcibly discharged his seed in 
her womb, cursing the foetus* by which he 
was stopped. (36) 
dapan waar aerate gay | 
qaide ae vee AT AT: 1 30 
Addressing Mamata (as well as 
Brhaspati), who was inclined to abandon 
the child (into which the seed was 
immediately transformed), terribly afraid as 
she was of being forsaken by her husband 
(Utathya), the gods uttered the following 
couplet, explaining the etymology of the 
child's name and giving utterance to a 
disputation between Brhaspati and Mamata: 


(37) 
yè wt gif we get gee! 
a agacat frat UGTA 3 II 

Says Brhaspati to Mamata: “O foolish 
one, nourish (Bhara) this child, born of two, 
(viz, my brother and myself, because 
begotten by me through my brother's 
wife).” Mamata replied: “O Brhaspati ! nourish 
this child yourself, born as it is of us two 
and particularly because | was forcibly 
impregnated by you.” Since, having spoken 
thus, the two (father and mother) went 
away leaving the child, hence this child is 
named Bharadwaja. (38) 


area atta rar Aaa 
SAAS Hear sherry Ses Paras Sa It BS I! 


Though urged by the gods in this way in 


hs This forcible impregnation resulted firstly in the child in the womb (named afterwards as Dirghatama) 
getting blind through the curse of Brhaspati and secondly in the seed discharged by the latter being kicked out 
by the foetus and assuming the form of a fully developed male child as soon as it dropped on the ground. 
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order to absolve Mamata of guilt in the eyes 
of her husband and thus dispel her fear of 
being forsaken by her husband, Mamata as 
well as Brhaspati abandoned the son, 
Bharadwaja, regarding him as useless 


threatened with extinction. 


(because born of an illicit union and hence 
a source of infamy). The Maruts, however, 
brought him up and by them he was handed 
over to Bharata on the latter's line being 
(39) 


FIRRA PARS eA: M 20 I 
Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Nine of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AARATI SATA: 
Discourse XXI 
The posterity of Bharata and the story of Rantideva 


RJE IAA 

hama uÀ maea aA: ! 
mA À mi: ERRA, ATT: 1 R N 
Śrī Śuka resumed: The son of Vitatha 
(Bharadwaja) was Manyu, of whom were 
born Brhatksatra, Jaya, Mahavirya, Nara 
and Garga; and Nara’s son was Sankrti. (1) 

Teva aaya UPA: Wg! 
aaa fe am saga a tad 
Sankrt’s sons were Guru and 
Rantideva, O delight of Pandu! The glory 
of Rantideva is, as a matter of fact, sung 
both in this world and the world beyond. 
(2) 

Raima cant cet wei que: | 
Fifer citer up trea: 113 

aigean: fra 
yamai Ai ureter vl 

POUMAHS TSA AAT: | 
afata: caret arpa SPT | Y Ul 
In the case of Rantideva, who subsisted 


on whatever was obtained without any effort 
and who, though feeling hungry himself, 


gave away all that was got, and was thus 
rendered utterly destitute having no 
provision even for the evening much less 
for the next day, and, therefore, suffering 
terrible hardship, alongwith his family—who 
were reduced to great  straits—nay, 
trembling due to excessive hunger and 
thirst, yet calm, passed not less than forty- 
eight days—so the tradition goes—without 
his taking even water. In the morning of 
the forty-ninth day there came to him by 
chance ghee, rice cooked in milk with 
sugar, Sarnyava* (a kind of porridge made 
of wheat flour with ghee and) milk, as well 
as water. And when he was intending to 
partake of it, there arrived, at that very 
time, a newcomer in the person of a 
Brahmana. (3—5) 
TA AUNT BISA THAT: | 
aft ada dager a year wert fea: N & 01 
Viewing Sri Hari everywhere and, 
therefore, full of reverence, Rantideva 
welcomed him and served him respectfully 


those dishes. And the Brahmana went away 
after taking that food. (6) 


© dared Yaattoysrrerareara: | 
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aura wearer fase ATA 
fah St ae gues aft ALI S I 
In the meantime, O ruler of the earth, 
while he was going to eat, having divided 
the remaining fare among themselves, yet 
another stranger came. Remembering Sri 
Hari, he gave away to the newcomer, who 
was a Sidra, a share of the food already 
divided among themselves. (7) 
mà ye mAs: yanga: | 
wy À daam moa JAA N N 
When the Sidra had left, there came to 
him another stranger alongwith dogs. He 
said, “O king, let food be given to me, 
seized as | am with hunger alongwith my 
dogs.” (8) 
a wearers aq agar! 
TA Tear Aaya yaw: vars fry: N e 
Receiving the newcomer kindly, the king 
gave away with great reverence whatever 
was left to the dogs as well as to their 
master and bowed to them as so many 
manifestatations of the Lord. (9) 
untamed Anaa 
URSA: RASTA SANA Fl Ro N 
There was but some water left, which 
was barely sufficient to slake the thirst of 
only one individual. When he was about to 
drink it, there unexpectedly came a Candala 
(one belonging to the lowest rank in Hindu 
society) saying, “Kindly give the water to 
me, an unlucky fellow.” (10) 
qa ai eT are Prova AANT 
PUT YA gegi Aa Uke Ul 
Hearing that pitiful request, uttered with 
great effort due to exhaustion, the king, 
who was sore stricken with pity, spoke the 
following nectar-like words: (11) 


a amà yan T- 
nefaq 


anf wà saae- 
Te ferdt SH Wag GT: N RRI 


atl 


“| do not seek from the Lord the highest 
position attended with the eightfold Yogic 
power (Anima and so on) or even final 
beatitude (cessation of rebirth). Dwelling in 
their heart (as the sufferer) | would rather 
undergo the suffering of all embodied souls, 
so that through such vicarious suffering of 
mine they may be relieved of misery. (12) 


aest Trachea 
wi KA: yinfa: | 
ad fam: poa WÀ- 
feia = atl 


“My exhaustion due to hunger and thirst, 
the weariness of my limbs, low spirits, 
langour, grief, despondency and infatuation 
have all disappeared on account of my 
giving away the water, which meant life to 
this miserable fellow, anxious to survive.” 

(13) 


sia waren unite aao: raran | 
qrar eiae TA: eel 


Having expressed such noble sentiments, 
the king, who was full of fortitude and 


merciful by nature, gave the water to the 
Candala, though himself dying of thirst. (14) 


wea AAT: trea: tacts | 
arai aaraa faafaa: 1 24 1 


The Lords of the three spheres Brahma, 
Visnu and Siva, who bestow rewards on 
those who seek them, and who appeared a 
short while ago in three illusory forms viz., 
those of a Brahmana, Śūdra and a Candala 
created by Lord Visnu in order to test the 
fortitude of Rantideva, now revealed 
themselves in their own form in his 
(Rantideva’s) presence. (15) 
aà cea ae ag farts: | 
ag wate waa Ua AA: UTI 86 I! 

Greeting them all, Rantideva, who was 
entirely free from attachment and whose 


craving had altogether ceased, simply 
fixed his mind on Lord Vasudeva with 
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great devotion and did not ask anything 
of them. (16) 


jaa fat GAASTRA: | 
FAT TOT WS PATA MATCH N B19 N 
Maya (the Lord’s deluding potency)— 
consisting of the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas—dissolved like a dream into its 
own source, viz., the Spirit, O king, in the 
case of Rantideva, who concentrated his 


mind on God and sought no other boon 
from Him except Devotion to His feet. (17) 


Aaa waama: | 
are afta: wa MATRE: 11 ee th 
By virtue of their close association with 
him, all those followers in the footsteps of 
Rantideva became Yogis exclusively devoted 
to Lord Narayana. (18) 
misai mA: eats Gel Wada 
qad nedat wea aae: wea: 1 2e 1 
qaa À ae wet: | 
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From the loins of Garga sprang up 
Sini, of whom was born Gargya. From him, 
indeed, even though he was a Ksatriya, 
started a line of Brahmanas. From Mahavirya 
appeared Duritaksaya, whose sons were 
Trayyaruni, Kavi and Puskararuni, who 
attained to Brahmanhood though born in a 
line of Ksatriyas, Brhatksatra’s son was 
Hasti, by whom was built the city of 
Hastinapura. (19-20) 


aià firitega qedtera eft: | 
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Hasti's sons were Ajamidha, Dwimidha 
and Purumidha. Priyamedha and other 
Brahmanas were the progeny of Ajamidha. 
(21) 


amien RA À FEET | 
PARA A ATTA: RR 


From the loins of Ajamidha sprang up 
another son Brhadisu, whose son was 
Brhaddhanwa. Of the latter was born 
Brhatkaya, whose son was Jayadratha. (22) 


aaa aeea Aa was | 

Segal Feed: HVA AAT AAT: 23 
His son was Visada, to whom was born 

in course of time Senajit, Ruciraswa, 


Drdhahanu, Kasya and Vatsa were the four 
sons of Senajit. (23) 


seag: UR: JATA: | 
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Ruciraswa’s son was Para, whose son 
was named Prthusena. There was another 
son of Para, Nipa by name, who had no 
less than a hundred sons. (24) 
OF Peal Yana aaa | 
Banh ate arate fared AA Re 
Through Krtvi, the daughter of Suka* 
Nipa begot another son, Brahmadatta. The 
latter, who was a Yogi, begot through his 
wife Gau (Saraswati), a son named 
Viswaksena. (25) 


Sivas AA war F 
SORTASE HEART EEEN: N El 
Inspired by the teachings of Jaigisavya, 
it is said, he produced a work on Yoga. 
From the loins of Viswaksena sprang up 


Udakswana and from him followed Bhallada. 
These are the descendants of Brhadisu. 


(26) 
adr faer pRa: VA: | 
ae aaya gA: grip I VW Il 


Dwimidha’s son was Yavinara, whose 
son is remembered by the name of Krtiman. 


* Although Suka (the son of Vedavyasa) renounced his father’s home even without being invested 
with the sacred thread, and remained a celibate ever afterwards, he is said to have left for the solace of 
his disconsolate father a shadow-form of his, known by the name of Chayasuka, who lived as a householder 


and begot children. 
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His son was Satyadhrti by name, whose 
son, Drdhanemi, begot Suparswa. (27) 


qai Gates YA: wanted: | 
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From Suparswa followed Sumati, whose 
son was Sannatiman. From the loins of the 
latter appeared Krti, who having received 
instruction in Yoga from Hiranyanabha 
taught separately indeed the six Sarnhitas 
(or collections of sacred texts) known as 
Pracyasamas. His son to be sure was Nipa, 
from whom followed Ugrayudha. His son 
was Ksemya, of whom was born Suvira, 
whose son was Ripufjaya. (28-29) 


IA RA AM Geritetsusisvard| 
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From the loins of the latter appeared a 
son named Bahuratha. Dwimidha’s younger 
brother Purumidha remained issueless. 
Ajamidha’s son, through his second wife 
Nalini, was Nila, of whom was born a son, 
Santi by name. (30) 


VIA: GMAT: RAS HTS AAT | 
qa USAC: tt 3R N 
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Santi’s son was Suganti, and Susanti’s 
son was Puruja, of whom was born Arka. 


His son was Bharmyaswa, who had five 
sons (viz.,) Mudgala, Yavinara, Brhadisu, 
Kampilya and Safjaya. Bharmyaswa said, 
“These five sons of mine are competent 
enough to protect five lands.” Hence, they 
were known as the Paficalas. From Mudgala 
sprang up a line of Brahmanas called the 
Maudgalyas. (31—33) 
Frog Herrera orate fecrara: TTT | 
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From the loins of Mudgala, son of 
Bharmyaswa, appeared twins, a son and a 
daughter, of whom the male was named 
Divodasa and the girl became known as 


Ahalya; of the latter through the sage 
Gautama, her husband, was born Satananda. 


(34) 
ma aayi: Yat gief: | 
mei menggar feet i 34 I 


FA: HA: HAM AOTISATMAT PUT I BE I 


His son, Satyadhrti, was an adept in 
archery. His son was Saradvan, so-called 
because his seed, it is said, fell at the sight 
of Urvagi on a clump of reeds, Saras. The 
seed, however, assumed the form of a 
blessed pair. Seeing that pair, King Santanu, 
who was wandering in pursuit of game, 
picked it up out of compassion. The boy 
came to be Krpa, a teacher of the Kauravas, 
and the girl Krpi, who later on became 
Dronacarya’s wife. (35-36) 


sft Íe verge MAEA GRIT TIRE GRÄS ATA: M 28 I 


Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Nine of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


oe 


AA gifasirseara: 
Discourse XXII 
The genealogy of the Paficalas, the Kurus and the kings of Magadha 


RIE sara 

iaga Aa T 
gm: meS AR AAN Ul 
qa pi i aia yea: Wa: 
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Śri Suka resumed: From the loins of 
Divodāsa appeared Mitreyu; and his sons, 
O protector of men, were Cyavana, Sudasa, 
Sahadeva and Somaka, the father of Jantu. 
In fact, Somaka had one hundred sons, of 
whom Prsata was the youngest. His son 
was Drupada, whose sons again were 


Dhrstadyumna and others; while Draupadi 
was his daughter. (1-2) 


gerne yeurat: wearers sa! 
Amig DT RA: HRT: 113 Ul 
From the loins of Dhrstadyumna 
appeared Dhrstaketu. These are the scions 
of Bharmyaswa, also known as the Paficalas. 
From the loins of Rksa, who was another 
son Gt Ajamidha, appearan Sarhvarana. (3) 


yina peA: He: 
aari Aaaa FÀ: gZ 
From his loins appeared, through Tapati, 
a daughter of the sun-god, Kuru, the lord of 


Kuruksetra. Pariksit, Sudhanwa, Jahnu and 
Nişadhāśwa were the sons of Kuru. (4) 


Wasa geass aa: Fat | 
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Sudhanwa’s son was Suhotra, from 
whom followed Cyavana; and of Cyavana 
was born Krti. His son was Uparicara Vasu, 
of whom were born Brhadratha and others. 

(5) 
amanenna afer: | 
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Of them Kusamba, Matsya, Pratyagra, 
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and trees and concluding the age of Kali to 


have set in, he proceeded in a northerly 
direction. (2) 


maA ett Feast yaaa: | 
WATT Tt: Seat ASTE TETTA 3 Ul 
Full of faith in austerities, self-possessed, 
free from attachment, and concentrating his 
mind on Sti Krsna, Mucukunda, who had all 
his doubts cleared, entered deep into the 
forest on Mount Gandhamadana. (3) 
agatsa ATARTAUTTTAA | 
REST  MITRTTATS STEAM YU 
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Reaching Badarikagrama, so called 
because of its grove of jujube trees, the 
abode of the divine sages, Nara and 
Narayana, he sought the favour of Sti Hari 
through asceticism, enduring all pairs of 
opposites such as heat and cold and 
remaining tranquil at all times. (4) 


war THe wt Aea 
za terest Ft att eri IMIN Y N 
Going back to the city of Mathurā, 
which continued to be beleaguered by the 
Yavanas, and wiping out the barbarian host, 
the Lord took away their wealth to Dwārakā. 


(5) 

WA A AARAA: | 
ANTA - SRT: N S 
While the treasure was thus being 
carried away on the back of oxen and men, 
directed by Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord, 
Jarasandha appeared on the scene, leading 


an army consisting, as usual, of twenty- 
three Aksauhinis. (6) 


aam ard Rye mea 
TEAS A gain ot 


Observing the impetuosity of the onrush 
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of the enemy’s host, Balarama and Sri Krsna, 
the two Scions of Madhu, who had adopted 
the ways of human beings, took to Their 
heels at once. (7) 
aaa fad wart atesittaq 
Tea UU ART MN ¢ 
Leaving the immense spoils uncared 
for, the two Brothers covered many a mile 
on Their feet, resembling lotus petals, as 
though terribly afraid, though absolutely 
fearless. (8) 


Tera at Gera ALT: WEA Tet | 
aama TARANATA S 


Laughing heartily to see Them flying 
like cowards, the powerful Jarāsandha the 
ruler of Magadha, pursued Them with the 
hosts of chariots, not knowing the greatness 
of the two almighty Brothers. (9) 
uga gi umd qgarecat AIRA 
yaduret war iaa at AAN go N 

Having run fast for a long distance and 
therefore, apparently fully exhausted, They 
nevertheless climbed up a lofty mountain 
bearing the significant name of Pravarsana, 
where the glorious Indra, the god of rain, 
perpetually rains. (10) 


fit aieiaa ma ag FTI 
aare RAAN: mea RAEL 22 N 


Concluding Them to have hidden 
somewhere on the mountain and not 
knowing the exact place of Their hiding, 
O protector of men, Jarāsandha set the 
whole mountain ablaze with the help of piles 
of wood with which the mountain 
was girt on all sides, strewing fire all round. 


(11) 
ad saa m ganag 
wearing gang 

Then, springing up with great impetuosity 
from the mountain-peak, which was ten 


and one Yojanas (or eighty-eight miles) 
high and whose sides were all burning, 
They descended on the plains across the 
area occupied by the besieging army. 


(12) 
aaam Rym ay ag 
Tp pad agaa TANRI 


Not being perceived by the enemy, 
Jarāsandha, and his followers, Sri Krsna 
and Balarama, the two jewels of Yadu’s 
race, came back to Their own city, Dwaraka, 
which had the sea for its moat, O protector 
of men! (13) 


Asi aremferter TO AAMT Acre | 
TAT gA ATE TAT BY N 


Falsely taking Balarama and Sri Krsna, 
the Ruler even of Brahma and Lord Siva, as 
burnt to death, the aforesaid Jarasandha, 
the Ruler of Magadha, too returned to 
Magadha, taking back with him the very 
large army brought by him to rout Sri Krsna. 

(14) 


amaitua: sitar aA tact ary | 
BAIT Alaa: Wars AeA ARTAL g4 Ul 


Urged by Brahma, the creator, the 
glorious Kakudmi (son of Revata), the 
suzerain lord of the Anartas (the modern 
Kathiawad or Saurashtra), gave away his 
daughter, Revati, to Balarama: this has 
already been narrated by me in Book IX*. 


(15) 
warty fre ENEE] HAGE | 
dent siterngai frat carat raetay 2A I! 
WA AT Ua: Meaty | 
uyat detent atetga: Gems N 39 ll 

Having vanquished by dint of prowess 
the kings ranged on the side of Sisupala, 
the ruler of Cedi—a rival suitor of Rukmin!, 


the foremost of whom was Salva, Lord a 
Krsna, the Protector of cows, too, O jewe 


* Vide verses 27 to 36 of Discourse Ill. 
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among the Kurus, espoused in a choice- 
marriage Rukmini, the princess of Vidarbha— 
the modern Berar, the daughter of Bhismaka, 
the ruler of Vidarbha, and a part manifestation 
of Sri, the goddess of beauty and prosperity, 
the principal Spouse of Lord Visnu—even 
as Garuda (son of Tarksa, a nickname of 
the sage Kasyapa) carried away the jar 
containing nectar—while all people stood 


gazing. (16-17) 


vara 

ma RA reroll ERRET 
wA fara s gi ATAN Le N 

King Pariksit said: The Lord espoused 
Rukmini, the daughter of Bhismaka, of lovely 
countenance, according to what is known 
as the Raksasa mode of marriage (so- 
called because it is principally in vogue 
among the Raksasas or ogres); so it is 
said. (18) 
Teaia paren: | 
FAT A er A PST SHATTER gR N 


O divine sage, | long to hear in detail 
the story of Sri Krsna of unlimited energy— 
how He snatched away the girl, having 
conquered Jarasandha, the ruler of Magadha, 
Salva and others. (19) 


TAL PUHM: TI Mette: | 
ATAT sua: sagt FAT: I Ro N 
O holy Brahmana, what man who is 
Capable of understanding and appreciating 
what he has heard would feel sated as a 
matter of fact while hearing the stories of 
Sri Krsna, which are not only delightful to 
hear and ever interesting but bring a great 


reward to the listener and wipe out the sins 
of mankind? (20) 


aye IAA 
Wisse tara ara facuifeaetert | 
TA USAT UAT: AAT A TAT It 22 N 


Sti Suka continued: There was a great 
king, Bhismaka by name, who was the 
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suzerain lord of Vidarbha (which is generally 
identified with the modern Berar). Five sons 
and one daughter of charming countenance 
were born to him. (21) 


CRA SANA SMA A: | 
BHM SAAC Slee VaAa LAAT Ae Ul V2 M 


The eldest of them was Rukmi, 
Rukmaratha the next, and then followed in 
order of sequence Rukmabahu, Rukmakesa 
and Rukmamali. Rukmini was the name of 
their virtuous sister. (22) 


Was AR Kuia: | 
Terria AT weet uf 33 N 
Having closely heard about the 
comeliness, valour, excellences and affluence 
of Sti Krsna, the Bestower of Liberation, as 
being celebrated by visitors to her house, 


she began to look upon Him as her befitting 
husband. (23) 


qi afenaire TT | 
ponga eet wat MASTS AAT TAN ax 11 


Sri Krsna too made up His mind to 
marry her in an appropriate manner, knowing 
of her from similar sources to be an 
embodiment of intelligence, auspicious bodily 
characteristics, generosity, physical charm, 
amiability and other virtues and, therefore, 
a worthy consort. (24) 
meisi ad Haas wry J1 
ant Fart pare wart Sera N Qu Il 

Rukmi, the eldest prince, who hated 
Sri Krsna, proposed Sigupala, the ruler of 
Cedi, deterring his relations, Parents and 
brothers, who intended to give away Rukmini, 
his sister, to Sri Krsna, O protector of men, 
from that course. (25) 


qA sat gat ys 
fated fest a qo wetsuits FTN BE N 


Greatly troubled in mind to learn 
this and pondering awhile, the beautiful 
Rukmini, the princess of Vidarbha, speedily 
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oe TTT 


despatched a trusted Brahmana to bring 
Sri Krsna to her father’s capital. (26) 
Brent a aaa wie: wafyra: | 
aaya yew ASAT N 291 
Having duly reached Dwaraka, and 
having been ushered into the Lord’s presence 
by the porters, he beheld Sri Krsna, the 
most ancient Person, seated on a throne of 
gold. (27) 
FUGIC ELE EG ESIC ET Parent! 
suya AMSS AARE: N Ve N 
Seeing him from a distance, Sri Krsna, 
a devotee of the Brahmanas, though Himself 
adored by all, got down from His throne 
and, having seated him there, honoured 
him in the same way as the gods (lit.,the 
denizens of heaven) honoured Him whenever 
He went to their abode. (28) 
a award aaga wat A: | 
UTA UTA TASS Il RS N 
Approaching him, when he had taken 
his meal and rested awhile, and gently 
kneading his feet with His hand, Sri Krsna, 
the goal of the righteous, coolly inquired of 
him as follows: (29) 
afore frase med Gea: | 
ada wWfipasur HEA: HTIO 
“| hope, O jewel among the foremost 
of Brahmanas, your religious observances, 
approved by the elders, are going on without 
much difficulty, and | hope your mind is 
ever tranquil. (30) 


MIST ate ada ara AA afer | 
STATA: TATA A RART tt 3 Ul 


“When a Brahmana remains contented 
with whatever is obtained (without any 
endeavour), never swerving from his sacred 
duty, such contentment alone actually yields 
to him all his desired blessings. (31) 


SATS See HTT Ha: | 
afri age: sa naig: 0132 1 


“A discontented Indra, the ruler of gods, 
too only migrates one after another to the 
higher worlds and knows no rest; while a 
contented soul, even though destitute, enjoys 
a sound sleep, with all his limbs, including 
the mind, free from anguish. (32) 


Fe ACTS ALT ETT | 
Preston: ray AAA PATA HTN 33 I 
“I salute again and again with My head 
bent low pious and placid Brahmanas 
contented with whatever is got unasked 
and most friendly to all created beings, yet 
free from egotism. (33) 


afer a: GNA Ter Tata A fe TT: | 
ga aafia fara ores: H À TA: N 3% N 
“Are you all enjoying security, O 
Brāhmana, at the hands of your king? Indeed 
he is dear to Me, in whose dominion the 
people, protected by him, live happily. (34) 
aam gi aeie aaea | 
aa at aa Aa fee ai TATA T N 34 I 
“If not a secret, pray, tell us everything— 
whence and seeking what you have come 
to this place crossing the sea, which is so 
difficult to cross. What work of yours can 
we do?” (35) 


Ud USA aa: MAET | 
charset) ae ATA! 36 1 


Politely asked all these relevant questions 
by Sri Krsna, the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe—who had assumed an embodied 
form for the sake of mere fun—the Brahmana 
told Him everything, how the parents of 
Rukmini planned to give her away to Sri 
Krsna and how their plans were being 
thwarted by her eldest brother, Rukmi, who 
was in favour of marrying her to Sisupala, 
the ruler of Cedi, and had sent formal 
invitation to him. (36) 

(He then delivered to Sri Krsna the 


following message either orally or in the form 
of a letter written by the princess herself). 


a} 
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wa gi ehyrmamfacnetensy 
qaan Rrra À n 39 1 
Rukmini says:—‘Having heard, O 
immortal Lord, most handsome in all the 
three worlds, of Your excellences—which, 
entering deep into the heart through the 
apertures of the ears, dispel the agony of 
the hearts, O beloved one—as well as 
of Your charming appearance, which 
vouchsafes to those that have eyes all the 
blessings sought for by their eyes, my mind 


has been set on You, all my shyness having 
fled away from it. 


(37) 
BTM Faye aet pest- 
att uft gaad 4 quita war 
wale Wee ACTS 34 N 


‘What noble, firm and high-born maiden, 
O Bestower of Liberation, will not, on her 
coming of age, elect You as her husband— 
You, O Lion among men, who are Your 
Own compeer in point of pedigree, good 
disposition, comeliness of form, learning, 
youthfulness, opulence and glory and ravish 
the mind of all mankind? (38) 


Nagaan as I 


‘Hence you have indeed been elected 
by me as my husband, O Darling, and this 
body has been bestowed on You. Pray, 
take me to wife here at my father’s home. 


Let not Śiśupāla forthwith touch this share 
of a hero like a jackal defiling the quarry of 
a lion, O lotus-eyed Lord ! (39) 


TE À A eTATEHTS I ¥o 1 


‘If the almighty Lord Narayana, the 
Supreme Ruler of the universe, has 
thoroughly been propitiated by me through 
works of public utility such as the digging of 
wells and tanks, construction of temples, 
laying out gardens and distribution of 
foodgrains, sacrificial performances, 
charitable gifts, religious observances such 
as taking a dip in holy waters, fasting, 
offering worship to gods, the Brahmanas, 
elders and so on, may Sri Krsna, the elder 
Brother of Gada, and not anyone else 
such as Sigupala, come and espouse me. 


(40) 


at Tee age AET i YQ 

‘Duly reaching all alone the territory of 
Vidarbha, the city of Kundinapura, the Capital 
of the rulers of Vidarbha, incognito at a time 
when the marriage is going to take place 
the following day, O invincible Lord! and 
then, surrounded by the generals of Your 
army and completely crushing the combined 
forces of Sigupala, the ruler of Cedi, and 
Jarasandha, the king of Magadha, marry 
me perforce according to the system 
prevalent among the Raksasas*, winning 
me as a prize of valour. (41) 


* Our scriptures have recognized as many as eight different types of marriage. They are : 
1. The Arsa type, in which the bridegroom has to present a pair of cows to the bride’s father before 
iage— amarmi teem’ (VajA -Smrti 1.59; cf. i I. 53). 

Marriage— (Yajhavalkya-Smrti 1.59; cf. Manusmrti 

2. The Asura type, in which the bride's father accepts large sums of money from the bridegroom 
as a price for the girl— ama zamam, (vide Y. S., |. 61; cf. M. S. Ill. 31) 

3. The Brahma type, in which the bride’s father gives away the girl after duly adorning her according 
to his means—‘aret faae ange Aa aip (Y.S., 1.58; cf. M.S. Ill. 27). 
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wet Riagg x? tt 


‘If You urge in protest, “How can | marry 
you without killing your relations, who are 
sure to resist any attempt on My part to take 
you by force, living as you do within the four 
walls of the gynaeceum and therefore under 
the tutelage of your gurdians?”, | hereby tell 
You beforehand the means of securing me 
without spilling the blood of my relations. On 
the eve of marriage a grand procession will 
be taken out to the shrine of Goddess Ambika, 
our family deity, in which the young bride 
has to go out of the palace to see Goddess 
Parvati, the Daughter of Himavan, the king 
of mountains. (42) 


TSS Heat 
areegurafattarcrrat sree | 


adama A ca vara 
FIAT ATH STATA: TAT 3 N 


‘If, however, | do not secure Your grace, 
O lotus-eyed Lord—a bath in the dust of 
whose lotus-feet great souls like Lord Siva, 
the Spouse of Uma, seek to obtain for 
dispelling their darkness of ignorance—| 
shall lay down my life, already withered 
through fasting, each time | am reborn in 
the hope that Your grace may be secured 
even through, say, a hundred births.’ (43) 


MIT SATA 
seat TMS aga HASSET: | 
gra cad aera Raadi ae Ye N 


The Brahmana concluded: These are 
the secret messages brought by me and 
delivered to You, O Sri Krsna, the adored 
of the Yadus ! Considering them, whatever 
is worth doing in this connection may be 
done without delay. (44) 


sla aera AEG ane GRT ere) Tart 
CTUIRTEMETA ETSI TAS ATA: I & 2 II 
Thus ends the fifty-second discourse, bearing on the subject of Rukmini’s wedding, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ee 


4. The Paisaca type, in which the 
a Wt aAa (M.S., Ill. (34) 


5. The Daiva type, in which a girl is 
afad Gaz’ (Y. S. |, 59). 


6. The Gāndharva type, in which a 


7. The Rākşasa type, in whic! 
UAA EETA (I bid.). 


By offering Madhuparka 
daughter to Him. 


pair is allowed to mar 
and without consulting relatives—'‘arerd: surenin: ' (Ibid., 


girl is given away, 
tanding that the two will pra 
asiasi (M. S., IIl. 30; cf. Y.S.,1. 60). 


girl is ravished while asleep, intoxicated or deranged— gat wat wai 


given away to a priest officiating at a sacrificial performance— ag% 


ry by mutual consent alone without ceremonies 
|. 61). 


h a girl is taken away by force after vanquishing formidable opponents— 


without receiving any present from the 
ctise virtue together— watt wai 


to Sri Krsna, Bhismaka indirectly expressed his willingness to give away his 


AA FAASaTS TAT Seared: 
Discourse LIII 


Sti Krsna carries away Rukmini 


(1) 
at 


WIM TAT 
Terese feet Fst a a at fae 
A Shen sore frana: 20 


Tara SRA TTT YÀ 
TMS aera share nau 


The glorious Lord said: My mind is 
likewise set on her and | get no sleep at 
night. | know my marriage with her has 
been blocked by Rukmi out of personal 
grudge against Me. Having routed in battle 
the vile kings that will assemble at 
Kundinapura, | shall bring to Dwaraka that 
princess of faultless limbs, so devoted to 
Me, even as one would capture a flame out 


of firewood. (2-3) 
RIE IIA 
Sgreet a faara eon wegen: | 
w: PAPAS, eha ATPL 1 
Sri Suka continued: Having come to 
know definitely through the Brahmana about 
the constellation under which the wedding 
of Rukmini was going to take place on the 
third day thence, Sri Krsna, the Slayer of 
the demon Madhu, said to His charioteer, 


“Let the chariot be got ready at once, 
O Daruka!” (4) 


a oud: Aagi: | 
Jh ware ait WARRT: ug 


Having brought the chariot drawn by 
four horses—Saibya, Sugriva, Meghapuspa 
and Balahaka—Daruka too stood before 
the Lord with joined palms. (5) 


aed weet RE gait: 
BTA faasirraga: n S N 
Mounting the chariot and picking up the 
Brahmana too, Sri Krsna, Grandson of Sura 
journeyed from Anarta to the Vidarbha 


territory in the course of a single night with 
the help of those swift horses. (6) 


wat a phen: peAa wa: | 
Raa eat erat ST at TATA N 9 N 
Following the wishes of his son, Rukmi, 
out of affection for him and intending to 
give away his girl, Rukmini, to Sigupala 
against his own will, the aforesaid king 
Bhismaka, the ruler of Kundinapura, had 


the necessary rites, preliminary to the 
wedding, performed in due course. (7) 


Qo waders | 
Fareasraarentfirede: MARTAN CU 
STRATA SATS: | 
We wig: sinari: n e n 
The city—whose roads, streets and 
crossings were cleanly swept and amply 
sprinkled with water and which was crowded 
with men and women decked with sandal- 
paste, garlands and other ornaments of 
flowers, clad in spotless white and adorned 
with jewels, and was full of splendid mansions 
perfumed with incense of aloe—was tastefully 
decorated with flags of various designs and 
colours as well as with ornamental arches. 


(8-9) 
iyaa aniya afra 
Aae TATA ATSRATAT HETA Ro 
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Having duly worshipped the manes and 
gods in accordance with the scriptural 
ordinance, O protector of men, and fed 
Brahmanas and others each in his rightful 
place, the king caused benedictory verses 
to be recited by Brahmanas for the welfare 
of his daughter. (10) 
Fema Feat Hat PINARA 
arig ya ATÀ: Uke 

He also caused his daughter of charming 
teeth to be duly bathed and adorned with an 
auspicious thread with a small piece of gold 
fastened to it in the middle and further decked 
with a brand-new pair of silken pieces and 
excellent ornaments. (11) 


ag: aidean Tent FEST: | 
Wafedtserdttre à Bera WEMTAT RRN 


The foremost among the Brahmanas 
ensured the safety of the bride against evil 
spirits and an evil eye by reciting sacred 
texts from the Samaveda, Rgveda and 
Yajurveda; while the family priest, who 
was well-versed in Atharva-Veda, poured 
oblations into the sacred fire for the 
propitiation of planets. (12) 
fruaamaraita factive peA 
Wate dave aA ott faferterat ae: Ut 23 N 

The king—who was foremost among 
those conversant with scriptural ordinances— 
gave away to Brahmanas gold, silver and 
textiles as well as sesamum seeds mixed 
with jaggery and cows too. (13) 
wa Staudt wet A: Gara al 
RAT Hae: aANT N 2S Ul 

Likewise, King Damaghosa, the ruler of 
Cedi, too caused all that was worth 
undertaking on festive occasions to be 
performed in the interests of his son, 
Sigupala, by Brahmanas well-versed in 


sacred texts. (14) 
neater: eR: | 
UAVS Her: A: Uta: PTS aA gy N 


Surrounded by hosts of elephants 
discharging temporal fluid, war-chariots hung 
with gold necklaces and troops teeming 
with foot-soldiers and cavalry, Damaghosa 
marched to Kundinapura. (15) 
a4 faauta: amA T | 
fragrarara ya RRA RATA N RS 

Going forth with due ceremony to meet 
him and honouring him in everyway, 
Bhismaka, the suzerain lord of Vidarbha, 
gladly lodged him in another mansion 
specially constructed, for the bridegroom 
and his pary. (16) 
aa peA Tera gaT ARA: | 
amyra: Nogh: NEET: | LON 
FoR SM: HA CLT ETA 
ETT A PT AAR: Ve N 


FAA: Herea Sta Pyaar: | 
amq: Wel MAET: N 88 
Salva, Jarāsandha, Dantavaktra, 


Vidūratha, Paundraka and other kings, 
belonging to the party of Śiśupāla and inimical 
to Sri Krsna and Balarama, also appeared 
there in the city of Kundinapura in thousands, 
bent on securing the bride for Sisupala, the 
ruler of Cedi. Having made up their mind 
that they would jointly contend with Sri 
Krsna in case He should go there 
accompanied by Balarama and other Yadus 
and endeavour to take away the bride, the 
aforesaid kings had all arrived there with 
their entire host and all their mounts. 

(17—19) 


ae meat mi wrgeteutteyt: | 
afa: piei wre mesana RARA: 1 88M 
Hearing of this collective military effort 
on the part of kings belonging to the opposite 
party, and of Sri Krsna having gone all 
by Himself, ostensibly to take away the 
princess, Lord Balarama apprehended strife. 
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Overwhelmed with fraternal affection, 
therefore, he proceeded post haste to 
Kundinapura accompanied by a huge army 


consisting of elephants, horse, chariots and 
foot-soldiers. 


yearofaaagaadt a n 


Yearning for the arrival of Sri Hari (Sri 
Krsna) and not seeing the Brahmana return, 
the beautiful daughter of Bhisma thereupon 
thought within herself as follows: (22) 


ERR ae Sar F 
rst Arata santa ne FER: 23 I 


‘Ah, my wedding, unlucky as | am, comes 
off only after the interval of a night. The 
lotus-eyed Lord, however, has not yet turned 
up. | do not know the reason for it. Even the 
Brahmana who bore my message has not 
returned till this moment. (23) 


att nma gen Paar | 
aae Tt Arata fe saver: ax u 
‘Perhaps having found later on something 
disgusting in me, the Lord, who is faultless 
in character, is surely not coming to 
Kundinapura now to marry me, though 
prepared to leave Dwaraka in the first 
instance. That is why the Brahmana too, 
whom the Lord would have otherwise brought 
with Him, has not been able to reach 
Kundinapura in time, coming as he is on 
foot, disappointed and disheartened. (24) 


gimn a À aan AERC NYAR: | 
li ar ferent Saroi iR Ge 24 1 


‘Neither Brahmā, the ordainer of events 
and the dispenser of fruit of one’s good or 
evil actions, nor Śiva, the supreme Lord, is 
propitious to me. And Goddess Gauri, the 
Daughter of Himalaya, the king of mountains, 
and the virtuous Spouse of Lord Siva, too, 
is unfavourable to me.’ (25) 


ud Raa aren AETAT | 
AAA STAM AA MARANGA N RE I 


Pondering thus, the young maiden, whose 
mind had been ravished by Sri Krsna, the 
Protector of cows, and who knew that the 
time was not suitable for shedding tears, 
which is considered inauspicious on festive 
occasions, closed her eyes, bedimmed as 
they were with tear-drops. (26) 


We am: Vetere Naane FT | 
am See Aree rasa: N 29 1 


Meanwhile, the left thigh, arm and eye 
of the bride, who had thus been awaiting 
the arrival of Sri Krsna, the Protector of 
cows, throbbed, auguring delightful news, 
O king! (27) 
aa poate: a Ua festa: | 
aaya eat mg est eu eeu 

Specially instructed by Sri Krsna to report 
His arrival, the same Sunanda, the foremost 
of Brahmanas, so the tradition goes— 
forthwith saw the princess, who dwelt in the 
gynaeceum and shone brightly with joy 


born of her meeting with Sri Krsna in 
contemplation. (28) 


wi eaman adi 
ama MAMA ags ARET I R 1 
Full of bright smiles to find him wearing 
a cheerful countenance and unfaltering of 
gait, which bespoke the success of his 
mission, the said virtuous maiden—who could 
read what was in the mind of another from 
the latters facial expression and other 


indications—made detailed inquiries of him 
about Sri Krsna. (29) 


TEM MATA Wet VIVA ASST | 
oh a Uae wisn son 
He apprised her of Sri Krsna, a scion of 


Yadu, having come, and further conveyed 
to her the unfailing assurance* given by 


* Vide verse 3 above 
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the Lord about taking her to His home at 
Dwaraka. (30) 
ami wala àe wearer 

q yya Teo aaa GT 32 N 


Delighted at heart to know for certain 
the fact of His having arrived at Kundinapura 
and seeing no other boon worth conferring 
on the Brahmana in return for his unique 
service in the form of bringing Sri Krsna to 
her, the said Rukmini, the princess of 
Vidarbha, bowed to him and thereby 
expressed her lasting indebtedness to him, 
which automatically entitled him to infinitely 
more than the wealth of the entire universe, 
She being no other than Laksmi, the goddess 
of wealth and prosperity. (31) 


rat get RAAR | 
ai WHT AAT: WB N 


Hearing of Balarama and Sri Krsna 
having arrived in Kundinapura eager to 
witness the wedding of his daughter, 
Bhismaka went forth to meet Them with a 
flourish of trumpets and excellent articles of 
worship. (32) 
nahia arate faif a: | 
sorter fafaa, CAUSA 33 UI 

Offering Madhuparka*—a delicious and 
refreshing preparation made of curds and 
honey and offered to an esteemed guest or 
the bridegroom on the latter's arrival at the 
door of the bride’s father, immaculate 
garments and welcome presents of various 
kinds, he duly worshipped Them in 
accordance with the scriptural ordinance. 


(33) 
aAA singane HERA: | 
wear: amA agd am 3x N 


Assigning Them alongwith Their troops 
and retinue an abode equipped with all 
luxuries and amenities, the highly intelligent 


* nyah a Betts afa whet Taha: | 


monarch, who could easily perceive in no 
time that Sri Krsna had arrived with the 
intention of marrying Rukmini, offered 
hospitality to all in a befitting manner. (34) 
wa Uat war anA aera: | 
aaa amai Wa: HA: AAAI I 34 I 
He, likewise, duly entertained all the 
assembled kings by supplying them with all 
the objects of their desire with due regard 
to the prowess, age, might and financial 
status of each. (35) 


qoma fatar: | 
ama Aaea AN: AHATEA I 35 I 
Hearing of Sri Krsna having arrived there, 
the residents of Kundinapura, the capital of 
Vidarbha, came out of their houses to see 
Him and enjoyed to their heart’s content the 
beauty of His lotus-like countenance with 
both their eyes together even as one would 
quaff honey with the hollow of one’s joined 
palms. (36) 
area mat fa saaa ATT | 
aaa Veet: Afra: Ula: | 39 Ul 
They said to one another, “Rukmini alone 
and no other girl deserves to be his consort 
and he alone of faultless limbs is the most 
worthy match for Rukmini, the daughter of 
Bhisma. (37) 
nagai are getap 
TTS Tard Agat: moe: i Rc tl 
“Pleased with whatever meritorious deed 
has been performed by us in this or any 
previous existence, may God, the Maker of 
the three worlds, show His grace to us and 
let Sri Krsna, and none else, marry the 
princess of Vidarbha through such grace.” 
38 


Ua aag aaa a ARE: | 
ST ART: TL APTS eA ee aTCATT 3S l 


By offering Madhuparka to Sri Krsna, Bhismaka indirectly expressed his willingness to give away his 


daughter to Him. 
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Thus spoke the citizens to one 


(39) 


YAT wae: yÜ: 
megaa RAT Kg N 

Deeply contemplating on the lotus-feet 
of Sri Krsna, the Bestower of Liberation, 
with her speech duly controlled, nay, 
surrounded by her female companions and 
protected by gallant soldiers of the king’s 
personal guard, who were all clad in armour 
and marched with uplifted weapons, she 
Sallied out of her chariot at the outermost 
entrance of the temple on foot alongwith 
her mother and other elderly ladies to behold 
the feet—tender like soft leaves—of Goddess 
Parvati (the Consort of Lord Siva). Clay 
tomtoms, conches and large drums as well 
as clarionets and kettle-drums were sounded 
as she walked. (40-41) 


muma Rage: Aaa | 
PURIST AO g AIST: AAS: N ¥2 N 
MAAS CITA Mahl Aaah: | 
uad aj wq: Gaameraher: N ¥3 N 
Surrounding the royal bride walked with 
her the foremost of dancing girls in thousands 
with a variety of offerings and other articles 
of worship, Brahmana’s wives well adorned 
with garlands, sandal-paste, costumes and 
jewels, songsters singing songs and other 
musicians, playing on musical instruments, 
as well as Sutas (those versed in ancient 
legends), Magadhas (bards) ni oe 
i lorified her all along. 
(panegyrists), who g eee 


ama iai Aaaa | 
suegra ya: yr aAa ARA N Y N 
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Having washed her lotus-like hands and 
feet and sipped water on reaching the main 
shrine of the goddess and, thus purified 
and tranquil of mind, she entered into the 
presence of Goddess Ambika, the Divine 
Mother. (44) 


at à yaaa area fafaa aafia: | 

Wart aaa arch RTTA SU 
Elderly Brahmana ladies, conversant with 

the ritual, helped the girl to extol Goddess 


Parvati, the Consort of Lord Siva, alongwith 
Siva as follows: (45) 


eA afar sen eae AAT Fea | 

YE Oe wera PUTAS TSA lt SE, UI 
“I repeatedly bow to You, the Consort 

of Lord Siva, alongwith Your children, Lord 

Ganesa and God Kartikeya. Let Lord Sri 


Krsna be my husband and may You give 
Your blessings to it.” (46) 


ASAT TTT: 
areata: uaaa: YA ll LO 1 
Ruaa: uaan A: asa | 


Aapa AR RAR: XS N 


She then duly worshipped severally the 
Goddess as well as Her family with water 
for washing the hands and feet of the 
Goddess with and other such purposes, 
sandal-paste, unbroken grains of rice, 
varieties of incense, raiment of various 
description, garlands, necklaces and other 
ornaments, edibles and other articles of 
worship of various kinds and rows of lights 
to be waved round the Goddess and likewise 
worshipped with due ceremony Brahmana 
matrons whose husbands were alive with 
the same articles as well as with seasoned 
small round cakes of flour or meal, betel 
leaves along with areca-nut parings, lime, 
catechu and cardamoms etc., auspicious 
coloured thread for the neck, fruits of diverse 
kinds and sugarcanes. (47-48) 


TA ara: Wee: Brat BESTE: | 
ma Sal AAAS Mat aT YS ae: N Xe N 
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The aforesaid Brahmana ladies gave her 
a part of the offerings made to the Goddess 
as a token of Her grace and added their own 
blessings. The bride, for her part, bowed to 
them as well as to the Goddess and accepted 
the offerings made. (49) 


Afra aaa Ara RTE 
wa wA ya AART Ko N 


Then, terminating her vow of silence, 
she came out of the main shrine of Goddess 
Ambikā, the Divine Mother, holding tightly 
by the hand a maid-servant with her own 
hand, brilliant with jewelled rings. (50) 


BLS an «Ri 
Aiai ramena- 


aa i a 
RSH 

aam Aa Wag: Barta 
Wiketeicpdesattad: uae 


Smitten with love kindled in their breast 
by her, the illustrious warriors assembled 
there felt bewildered to behold the princess, 
who was possessed of a shapely (slender) 
waist and had not yet attained puberty, and 
who had a girdle of jewels thrown about her 
hips and in whom signs of womanhood 
were just manifesting themselves, whose 
charming countenance was graced with ear- 
rings and whose eyes were moving as though 
afraid of her curly locks that overhung her 
face, who had a bright smile playing on her 
lips and whose teeth—white as jasmine 
buds—looked red due to the lustre of her 
lips, cherry as a ripe Bimba fruit being 
transferred to them when she smiled, who 
possessed the gait of a female swan and 
was walking with her feet shining by the 


splendour of brilliant jingling anklets and who 
cast her spell even on heroes as though 
she were the very Maya (enchanting potency) 
of the Lord. (51-52) 


Ua: aA menga fret 
DATO ASU ATTA I & 3 11 


Stupefied to perceive Rukmini, who under 
the pretext of going out in a procession to 
the temple had all the time been offering 
her loveliness to Sri Krsna, the aforesaid 
kings—whose mind was captivated by her 
winsome smiles and bashful glances and 
who had unconsciously dropped their 
weapons—themselves fell to the ground, 
mounted as they were on elephants and 
horses as well as in chariots. (53) 


pes othe Aare Nes 
Eagerly looking forward to the arrival of 

the Lord at that time and, therefore, slowly 
moving as aforesaid her feet, that resembled 
a pair of mobile lotus buds, and removing 
her flowing locks off her eyes with her left 
hand fingers, the princess coyly looked with 
the corners of her eyes at the kings arrived 
on the occasion and while doing so espied 


Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord. (54) 
at wae aee 
Wart Hon frat water 


tt wma Auicrart 
maah uya Area Waa Il 

a aà WÀ: y: 
erect  amtegR: 48 l 
Sti Krsna seized and took away the 


princess even as she sought to mount her 
chariot, unmindful of His adversaries, viZ., 


bs 
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Śiśupāla, Jarāsandha and others, who stood 
gazing, and, having comfortably seated her 
in His own chariot bearing the emblem of 
Garuda, the carrier of Lord Visnu, and setting 
at naught the whole host of Ksatriyas present 
there, Sri Krsna, the Spouse of Laksmi, 
then slowly departed to Dwaraka alongwith 
others headed by Balarama, even as a lion 
would carry off its game from the midst of 
jackals. (55-56) 
ad oma: ward agar 
We Wea a ARTI 


aà Tey ay STAT 
Wed palmi Ra LON 
His proud adversaries, who were all 
under the domination of Jarāsandha, did 
not brook that discomfiture of theirs and 
consequent loss of reputation. They said to 
one another, “Fie upon us, in that our glory, 
although we continued to wield our bow 
and were as good as lions, has been 
snatched away by cowherds, who are no 
better than deer.” (57) 


sft AEPA HIRI IREE GRA eH THT 
SRTR TA FITIR AA: I 43 I 
Thus ends the fifty-third discourse, entitled “The Lord carries away Rukmini”, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIM Ad ASM MAAS AT: 


Discourse LIV 


Discomfiture of Sigupala’s allies and Rukmi and the Espousal 
of Rukmini by Sri Krsna solemnized 


Rye Fad 

sft wd geen aaea dT: | 
A: Wade: otter oreen: N e N 

Śrī Śuka began again: Riding on their 
mounts and surrounded each by his own 
troops, all the aforesaid kings, full of rage, 
ran with the foregoing words in hot pursuit 
of Sri Krsna, wielding their bows and clad in 
armour. (1) 


ama aA Alea gear: | 
Teigar Taare Kars A R N 


Seeing them rushing after them, the 
celebrated generals of the Yadava army 
stood facing them, O king, twanging their 
bows. (2) 


BATES WHC THT a AET: | 
yga: mar ter see wear 3 


Like clouds pouring showers on 
mountains, the adversaries—who were all 
skilled soldiers, and rode on horseback, the 
shoulders of elephants and in their seat on 
the chariots—discharged volleys of shafts 
on the Yadava warriors. (3) 
aga weet diet quer 
udea ARAA N X 

Perceiving the army of her Spouse 
screened by showers of arrows, Rukmini, 
who had a slender waist, bashfully looked 
at His face with eyes confounded through 
fear. (4) 
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wea ware m wt fala 
Parganas art: Bae TTL UI 


Laughing heartily the Lord said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, O fair-eyed one! The 
yonder army of the enemies will be destroyed 
just now with the help of your own troops.” 

(5) 
ast agai dh aeagdurea: | 
APIA ARTA ETT, TPL S N 

Intolerant of the aforementioned prowess 
of the enemies, Gada, Sankarsana 
(Balarama) and other heroes of the Yadava 
army proceeded to strike with Naracas (a 
particular type of arrows) the horses and 
elephants as well as the chariots of the 
hostile army. (6) 
ta: forife Rea ast afer 
apusan AT a Hest: 1 9 1 


BEAT: MRE: TT FLAT SSAA: | 
WAV SaA Nis = ANU 


There fell to the ground in tens of millions 
heads, adorned with ear-rings, diadems and 
turbans, hands—bearing swords, maces and 
bows—forearms, thighs and feet of car- 
warriors, horsemen and soldiers fighting on 
elephants, as well as heads of horses, 
mules, elephants, camels, donkeys and men 
(foot-soldiers). (7-8) 
sumaa gantang: | 
Tart fagar ARTERE: AT: Wei 

Their armies being beaten thus by the 
Vrsnis, who were keen on victory, the kings 
led by Jarasandha, turned their backs and 
withdrew from the field of battle. (9) 
Romi A anA 
qeka Aa MAEA RO N 

Approaching Śiśupāa—who felt 
distressed as though his wedded wife had 
been abducted and was cheerless and 
dispirited, and whose face was withered 


through melancholy—Jarāsandha and others 
spoke to him as follows: (10) 
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at ott: geda deaa et 
q Aaa wert Frat RI svat eeu 


“O tiger among men, shake off this 
despondency. Permanence of joy and sorrow 
is not seen in embodied beings, O king! 


(11) 
ao arena ARAA pensar | 
varansa = Fas Gat: kz 

“Just as a puppet dances to the will of 
the showman, likewise does this creature 
exert according to the will of Providence so 
as to reap joy and sorrow. (12) 
Vit: Maes A PTT Teas: | 
Afira: Safar was UTI 83 Il 

“Having sustained defeat at the hands 
of Krsna (a scion of Sura) in as many as 
seventeen encounters, though accompanied 
by twenty-three Aksauhinis each time, | 
won only one battle, viz., the last one.(13) 


amea virenta a aA cater | 
ret caged BT fastad TT Y Ul 


“Yet | never grieve over discomfiture 
nor exult over victory, knowing as | do the 
world to be ravaged by Time, prompted by 
God, coupled with destiny. (14) 
aga ad ad AATA: | 
Ra: epad: pR: 1 e4 N 

“This time too we, who are leaders even 
of those commanding troops of warriors, 
have all been vanquished by the Yadus, 
protected by Krsna, though accompanied 
by a small army. (15) 
Raa REET Set amerga àT | 
qar aa PTS ANT ATA: WAAT: I 28 l 

“Time being favourable to them, the 
enemies, the Yadus, have won this time. 
We shall, likewise, excel them when time is 
particularly propitious to us.” (16) 


wa Vath rages ary: TA! 
BATT: PARAS ay: T eS GE TTT: U 29 l 
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Thus admonished by friends, Sigupala, 
the ruler of Cedi, returned to his capital 
alongwith his surviving followers. Such 
other kings too, as were surviving, 
accompanied Sisupala to Cedi and then 
returned each to his own capital. (17) 


wart I AAEE PUGS TAT: | 
ysis POTTS SIAT Ga Te Nl Lz 


Surrounded by an army consisting of 
one Aksauhini, the mighty Rukmi, for his 
part, who hated Sri Krsna and did not brook 
his sister being married by Him after the 
manner of the Raksasas, followed close 
upon the heels of Sri Krsna. (18) 


SRT TA: Usa Ady | 
Uist agge: «= GET Nee tt 


Enraged and full of indignation, the 
mighty-armed Rukmi, who was clad in armour 
and armed with a bow, undertook the 
following vow within the hearing of all the 
kings before they dispersed: (19) 


FEM TA PUTT SF Viera | 
gisi a vedanta nea aA a: 11 20 N 
“Without making short work of Krsna in 
an encounter and bringing back Rukmini, | 
shall not re-enter Kundinapura: solemnly do 
| declare this before you all.” (20) 
FUR TSE AN We AeA: | 
CAVA AA: POTTY AGT MALI VEU 
Saying so and mounting his chariot, he 
commanded the charioteer as follows: “Drive 
the horses with despatch to the place where 
Krsna may be; for there is going to be my 
encounter with him. (21) 


ere Ardata Yate: | 
TS dkiad aa wet À wad SAT RR N 


“With my sharp-pointed arrows today | 
shall take away the pride of valour of that 
most evil-minded cowherd, by whom my 
Sister has been forcibly carried away.” (22) 


fame: parae aA 
Wart Nfa fas faseraread 23 u 
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Pursuing the Lord in a single chariot 
forthwith, the bragging fool, who did not 
know the extent of greatness of the almighty 
Lord, shouted out to Sri Krsna, the Protector 
of cows, saying “Stop ! Stop !!” (23) 
fap qed WA pot Fars: Me: | 
BME AA aot fas AAT BPG lt RY I 

Nay, drawing the string of his very tough 
bow at full length, he hit Sri Krsna with 
three arrows and said, “Wait a moment, my 


enemy, a veritable disgrace to the race of 
Yadu! (24) 


qa ale ee À yira sargeracgia: | 
ateisa ae we mR: Hear: nee 11 
“Having kidnapped my sister even as a 
crow would steal a sacrificial offering, where 
are you going? | shall presently take away 
your pride, O fool, who are so wily and 
given to strategic fighting. (25) 
SASHA AZA TTT: Vee A Set RET 
PH HOT aghora wifin FTT NW RS 1 
aera AA GVA Bek east FPS: 1 
AAA PNT HoT aena Usa: N 219 11 
“Leave my sister before you bite the dust 
when struck with my arrows.” Smilingly 
splitting his bow, Sri Krsna pierced Rukmi with 
six arrows, his four horses with eight more, 
his charioteer with two and his ensign with 


three. Taking up another bow, Rukmi too hit 
back Sri Krsna with five shafts. (26-27) 


fsa: weg frase erga: | 
Wagar aA RST: N 2S N 


Struck with those volleys of arrows, 
however, Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord, rent 
his bow asunder. Rukmi took yet another bow, 
and the imperishable Lord split that too. (28) 
uta atest yet watt sear 
Aq Fea Ad He Asher: 11 22 1 

The celebrated Sri Hari, likewise, 


tore every weapon that Rukmi took up 
subsequently, one after another—viz., an 
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iron club, a sharp-edged spear, a pike, a 
sword and a shield, a javelin and a bludgeon. 
(29) 

adt uaga eai | 
PUTARAL PK: uag FA UAHA IM Ro N 
Then, leaping down from the chariot, 
sword in hand, he darted in rage at Sri 
Krsna with intent to kill Him, even as a moth 
would jump into a flame. (30) 

qa aaa: eet faery AR: | 
foara fara afai Saat: 38 Ul 
While he was thus rushing towards Him, 
the Lord split his sword and shield too into 
particles with His shafts and picked up a 
sharp-edged sword, in readiness to make 
short work of Rukmi. (31) 


qea gai Sherratt water | 
uia wedideara Hout Ati yz 


Overwhelmed with fear to behold this 
endeavour on the part of Sri Krsna to dispose 
of her brother, the virtuous Rukmini fell at 
the feet of her Spouse and pitifully prayed 
as follows: (32) 


Manda, a TAT 
Bat mia HEAT UTA À NENA NI 33 N 
“O Master of Yoga, O incomprehensible 
Lord of the universe, O blessed god of 
gods, O mighty-armed One ! You ought not 
to kill my brother.” (33) 
RJE IATA 
wat uftarateen fara 
PATA Aya KHvsT | 
EIGEICESI GS IGE 
Fe: pe aadA N avi 
Sri Suka continued: With His feet 
thus clasped by Rukmini—whose limbs were 
perceptibly shaking with terror, nay, whose 
mouth was getting parched and throat choked 
through grief and whose gold necklace had 
been displaced through nervousness—the 
merciful Lord desisted from His intended 
purpose. (34) 


aaa: 
aera afer seat AST: N Bk N 


Binding the evil-doer with his own 
scarf, the Lord disfigured him by shaving 
him with the blade of His sword in such a 
way as to leave intact a part of his 
moustaches and locks. Meanwhile the 
chosen among the Yadava warriors, led by 
Balarama, crushed the splendid army of the 
enemy even as elephants would trample 
lotus plants. (35) 


POT AH TART SETA SLT | 
amyd gami Sear UAT fey: | 
fare eg HET WTA POTASTA 3S II 
Making their way into the presence of 
Sti Krsna, they found there Rukmi reduced 
to that ignominious plight and all but dead 
through shame. Filled with pity to see him 
bound, the almighty Lord Sankarsana 
released him and spoke to Sri Krsna thus: 


(36) 

STE Ras AT HON HATA TAT | 
aud vase Sat Tet Fe: 1 Bol 
“Krsna! you have perpetrated an impious 
act abhorred by our race. Partially removing 
the moustaches and curly locks of a relative 
and thereby disfiguring him is tantamount to 
killing him. (37) 


TAAL AERA MITA A TT | 
FOS A aA Shea ae: AHA TAT! 3 l 
Turning towards Rukmini, “please do 
not take offence with us, O good lady, 
thinking of the disfiguration of your brother. 
None else is responsible for one’s joy and 
sorrow; for a man reaps the fruit of his own 
doings in the shape of pleasurable and 
painful experiences. (38) 


aedis a edee 
a: Ata Saar ga: fi gad T: 139 


Soar, 
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“A relative does not deserve death at 
the hands of his relative even if he has 
committed an offence deserving such 
treatment and should be let off. Why should 
he, who stands killed by his own offence, 
be killed again? (39) 


ahami et: warofatartia: | 
ma aat eae. AA PIATRA: I Yo tt 


“Such is the code of conduct specially 
prescribed for the Ksatriya race by Brahma, 
the lord of created beings, by virtue of 
which even a brother kills his own brother. 
Hence it is so exceedingly cruel. (40) 


TR APS Raa AAT ATTA: | 
TIPPS aT ee: siaren: fafa fe u we u 


(Reverting to Sri Krsna,) “The proud 
alone, who are blinded by pride of fortune, 
offer indignity to their relatives for the 
sake of dominion, land, other movable 
property, women, honour, dignity or any 
other consideration. (41) 


aaa foo ahs: niy gea 
Gara Mate Asal ARAMA X? I 
(Turning to Rukmini once more,) “It is 
your differential outlook through which you, 
like an ignorant person, constantly bear ill- 
will, among all created beings, to those who 
are ill-disposed to you, and wish well to 
those who are kindly disposed to you 
(remaining neutral to those who are indifferent 
to you). (42) 
MATA TAT Heat SAAT | 
Ta Tegan sft Sere %3 N 
“By the Lord’s Maya (deluding potency) 
is engendered this self-deception in the 
mind of those who are identified with the 
body, that a certain individual is your friend, 


another your enemy and a third, neutral to 
you. (43) 


Uh va wt aren aAA sears 
ma Jad weer ARAN AM: LY 
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“Indeed the transcendent Self, which is 
but common to all embodied beings, is 
perceived by the ignorant as varied, even 
as a luminary, such as the sun or the moon, 
is viewed as different in relation to the 
different vessels full of water in which the 
luminary is reflected, or as the sky is 
conceived as different in relation to the 
different apartments or jars in which it is 
enclosed. (44) 


SE AAA KANTOOR: | 
Bea KA: Haat SSAA MU VE UI 
“This objective body (psycho-physical 
organism), constituted as it is of physical 
substances, the five gross elements, the 
five senses and the objects of their 
perception, viz., sound, touch, sight, taste 
and smell, and has a beginning and an end, 
and which has been projected through 
ignorance on the Self, subjects the soul, 
which is essentially free from birth and 
death, to metempsychosis. (45) 


AISA Gann aan: Ata | 
TTA a Ta: Wwe N 


“There is no union or disunion of the 
Self with or from any other substance such 
as the body, or the eye with which it is 
perceived, there being no such substance 
other than the Self, O virtuous lady, and 
the appearance of such other substances 
as the body or the eyes being attributable 
to the Self alone, just as there is no union 
or disunion of the sun with or from the 
eye and colour, both of which owe their 
existence and appearance to the sun itself. 


(46) 
TATA Care fatwa A: sated | 
aorta Artif pean von 


“Changes commencing from birth and 
ending in death pertain to the body alone 
and never to the soul, just as waxing and 
waning etc., pertain to the phases of the 
moon and not to the moon itself, which is 
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ever the same. And indeed death of the 
body is attributed to the soul in the same 
way as the total disappearance of illumination 
is spoken of as Amavasya, denoting the 
disappearance of the moon itself. (47) 


ar yaa strat fara Hera T | 
TAY SSAA TMS SHAT AA MS 


“Just as a dreaming man perceives his 
own self as invested with a body etc., as 
well as the objects of perception, sound, 
taste and so on, and also experiences 
pleasure, pain etc., as the fruit of his past 
doings, even though none of these really 
exists (not even the body through which he 
seems to enjoy the pleasures etc., his actual 
body lying inert all the while), so does the 
ignorant Jiva undergo transmigration. (48) 
Tareas «= vires 
drat Peet taco rat Baer N 8e U 

‘Therefore, completely getting rid— 
through realization of Truth—of grief born 
of ignorance, that withers and infatuates the 
inner-sense, be consoled, O young lady of 
beautiful smiles!” (49) 

RIE FAT 
wad waa ae weet nA ère | 
Amei Raa TAT Fae AAT N Ko I 

Sri Suka went on: Shaking off 
disconsolation when thus comforted by Lord 
Balarama, the slim lady eased her mind by 
recourse to reason. (50) 


mada seer ARTAN: | 
wre fragai FIATA: 1&2 UN 


gisi WaT aT TATA AT I R UI 


Allowed to escape with life alone, his 
army as well as his glory having been 
smashed by his enemies (the Yadus), and 
his own hopes belied, and brooding over 
his disfigurement, Rukmi built for his residence 
a large city, Bhojakata by name. Solemnly 


declaring that he would not re-enter 
Kundinapura without killing the evil-minded 
Krsna and recovering Rukmini, his younger 
sister, he lived there in a spirit of indignation. 
(51-52) 
am inaa Pista arto | 
yia «= fafraquat pege 


Having thus completely routed hostile 
kings and brought Rukmini, the daughter of 
Bhismaka, to Dwaraka, the Lord espoused 
her with due ceremony, O jewel among the 
Kurus! (53) 
wat Heat Fo aqyat Fe Wel 
ayer Pat agaat TATUNG 

Great was the festivity on that occasion 
in the house of all men at Dwaraka, the city 


of the Yadus, who cherished exclusive 
devotion to Sri Krsna, the Ruler of the 


Yadus, O protector of men! (54) 
AT Aga Alea: WSS ATTHUSeT: | 
PUR CRISIS RR IILCE CIEESIE Uyun 


Full of joy and adorned with ear-rings 
made of highly polished gems, men as well 
as women brought valuable presents for 
the bride and the Bridegroom, who were 


clad in picturesque bridal attire. (55) 
a Turoa 
fafarareareanterant: l 
aù uR- 
Taipei: UGE I 


That city of the Vrsnis put up a smart 
appearance with flags raised in honour of 
Indra, picturesque wreaths, tapestries and 
bejewelled ornamental arches, auspicious 
articles such as fried grains of paddy, sprouts 
of barley and flowers etc., placed in front of 
every door as well as with jars full of water, 


lights, and aloe-wood burning as ace 
( 


Riem neia 
mg wgecgaragnferat i 4" 
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It had its roads moistened by the 
elephants, shedding temporal juice, of invited 
friendly kings, and was graced with tall 
plantain and areca-nut trees set up at the 
entrances. (57) 


grgamadaatseaa: 

Fret RaRa m Renaa y N 
Among those running to and fro through 

excitement in that city, the Kurus, the Srñjayas, 

the Kaikeyas, the Vidarbhas, the Yadus and 

the Kuntis rejoiced to meet one another. (58) 


sema RT r ta ATT: | 
Tart Tara Tea: WKS N 


Hearing the story how Rukmini was 
carried off by Sri Krsna, which was being 
sung at every place, the assembled 
princes and princesses felt greatly 
astonished. (59) 


BRAM NALEAN: teary | 
plea Trad Sera Poot Sra: UAT Go N 
Great was the jubilation, O king, among 
the citizens in Dwaraka at the sight of Sri 
Krsna, the Spouse of Sri, the goddess of 
beauty and prosperity, united in wedlock 
with Rukmini, who was no other than the 
said Goddess Laksmi. (60) 


MAGS AT: FATT AS ATA: M 4 I 
Thus ends the fifty-fourth discourse, forming part of the story of Rukminit’s wedding, in 


the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA USAGSAITAA SST: 
Discourse LV 


The story of Pradyumna’s birth (and the destruction 
of the demon Sambara) 


aye Sard 
HURT ASA StI: UAL SAAT | 
ears TIT NI 


Sri Suka began again: Having been 
burnt to ashes in his former birth by the 
wrath of Rudra, the god of destruction, 
Kama, the god of love, a portion of Lord Sri 
Krsna, sought, for his part, Him alone once 
more for investiture with a body. (1) 


a wa wet af porta: | 
wet gi aem: addaa: fig: 0 2 
Sprung from the loins of Sri Krsna, the 


selfsame god of love was (re-)born of 
Rukmini, the princess of Vidarbha, and 


became widely known as Pradyumna, and 
proved to be a compeer of his Father in 
every respect. (2) 
a wre: AMET eat ARTT | 
A ARSS: Wt URSA TRA tt 3 N 
Coming to know Pradyumna to be his 
future enemy, the demon Sambara, who 
could assume any form at will, carried off 
the babe from the lying-in-chamber, while it 


was not yet ten days old and, casting it into 
the sea, went home. (3) 


i Fait aerary a: aise: ae 
aA tert Teal AA Teersitfafer: wx N 


A mighty fish swallowed it and the former 
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too was alongwith others enmeshed in a 
huge net by fishermen. (4) 
aq wee Saat soe 


SS ara O enero 


The fishermen brought the fish as a 
present to Sambara and the cooks in charge 
of his kitchen took it into the kitchen and cut 
the wonderful fish with a knife. (5) 


Gear agat ae Waa Aaa | 
mAr Ts TEM: VTA: | 
ame aaa aerate S 


Discovering a babe in the bowels of the 
fish, they handed it over to Mayavati (a 
maid-servant of Sambara), whose mind was 
full of doubts; and the celestial sage Narada 
presently told her everything as to who the 
babe was, how it was born and how it had 
finally made its way into the bowels of the 
fish. (6) 


A HRs à wet tera aera | 
ugha Waa wigi oN 


The maid-servant was really speaking 
no other than the illustrious consort of Kāma, 
Rati by name, who had been eagerly awaiting 
all the while the reincarnation of her spouse, 
whose body had been burnt to ashes by 
Lord Siva. (7) 


Reia man m gA | 
ama gi qea Ah Ste aaie tt G 
Having been entrusted with the work of 
cooking pulses and rice, she fastened her 
affection on the babe now that she had 
come to know the child to be none other 
than Kamadeva, the god of love. (8) 


aadA carers BATT Beata: | 
WATTS ANT Stara aT fart eu 


At no distant date Pradyumna, the son 
of Sri Krsna, attained the prime of youth 
and kindled love in the breast of women 
who gazed on him. (9) 
w i wÑ emago 

EGGER RAREN 


udea Raya 
Utcaraaeet tate ana: n Qon 
Lovingly regarding him, her husband— 
who had eyes big as the petals of a lotus 
and exceptionally long arms, nay, who was 
charming among men—with bashful smiles 
and upraised eyebrows, Rati, O dear Pariksit, 
greeted him with amorous gestures. (10) 


am sary aA ARRANT | 
manana ade AA AMN RS N 


Lord Pradyumna, the son of Sri Krsna, 
said to her, “I find that your affection towards 
me has got perverted inasmuch as, having 
abandoned your motherly sentiment, you 
are behaving as a paramour, which is rather 
strange, O mother!” (11) 


aeara 

MA RA: EAA TETA 
atasa Ve Va: HUTA AAT Ut RR N 

Rati replied: “You are the son of 
Narayana (Lord Sri Krsna), who was stolen 
away by the demon Sambara from the 
lying-in-chamber. | am your appointed wife, 
Rati, and you are no other than Love, my 
consort ! (12) 


WS Aaa ena r TSR: | 
TRAST AAT aE UTC MATT WHT 1 g3 N 


“While you were not yet ten days old, 
the said demon Sambara cast you into the 
sea, where a fish devoured you and from 
the bowels of that fish you have reached 
this place, the residence of Sambara, O my 
spouse! (13) 
afd wife gA gti MAM: | 
mayai wa a meena: 1 2% ll 

“Get rid of this demon, your formidable 
foe—so difficult to conquer, knowing as he 
does, hundreds of wiles—by recourse to 
similar wiles like stupefaction. 14) 
unai a ma peta TANT 
Perga Am faaan fag eh! 
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“Overwhelmed with parental affection, 
your afflicted and disconsolate mother, is 
wailing like a she-osprey whose young has 
departed or like a cow deprived of its calf.” 


(15) 
mA ddl fae wera veer 
maai a Waa Be M 


Advising him thus, Mayavati (Rati, so- 
called because of her being adept in wiles) 
imparted to the high-souled Pradyumna a 
spell called Mahamaya, which was capable 
of undoing all kinds of wiles. (16) 


ua Tew aay WATeIT | 
HATTA ATT: AU SAAT SHEA Ul g0 1 
Approaching Sambara, Pradyumna 
accordingly challenged him to a combat, 
reproaching him with unbearable taunts and 
thus stirring up strife. (17) 


Asaa gd: urarea JATT: | 

Arama merina TAEA: N g N 
Taunted with abuses, Śambara, like a 

serpent trodden under foot, sallied forth, 


mace in hand, his eyes suffused with blood 
through indignation. (18) 


Temas ae AA AA 
Wary aa aAA AGN S N 


Whirling his mace with great velocity 
and hurling it at the high-minded Pradyumna, 
he uttered a roar harsh as a clap of thunder. 

(19) 
GEESI WTA WER Wea Wel | 
SOT MAS Hag: WS LATS FT lt Ro N 

Beating back with his own, the mace as 
it came flying at him, the almighty Pradyumna 
angrily hurled his own mace at the enemy, 
O protector of men! (20) 


aa nai afaa cael naa TATA. 
yasema ad HOt ATASE: 1 2 Al 
Fully resorting to the illusive demoniac 


devices taught by Maya, the demon rained 
a volley of missiles on Pradyumna, the son 


of Sri Krsna, himself remaining unperceived 
in the air. (21) 


aasa UTN HERTA: | 
qararan maeri aAA EAN RR U 


Being plagued with the shower of 
missiles, the son of Rukmini, Pradyumna, 
who was a great car-warrior (able to 
encounter ten thousand warriors single- 
handed) brought into use a great charm 
consisting purely of Sattva and capable of 
rendering ineffectual all kinds of illusive 
devices. (22) 


aa Aarmann: | 
WASH Mav oes: afore A AT: N R3 N 


The demon then employed hundreds of 
illusive devices practised by the Guhyakas 
(Yaksas), Gandharvas (celestial musicians), 
Pisacas (fiends), Nagas and Raksasas (ogre). 
The celebrated Pradyumna, the son of Sri 
Krsna, counteracted them all. (23) 
Forera afete apse 
WaT ÝR: HUA AAA SATAN Wil 

Taking up a sharp-edged sword, he 
then forcibly severed from Sambara’s body 
his head with a coppery beard and 
moustaches alongwith his diadem and ear- 
rings. (24) 
aino Faas: KS: HAA: | 
mimara at tat AE N 24 11 

Being showered over with heaps of 
flowers by heavenly beings, who were singing 
his praises all the while, Pradyumna was 
taken to Dwaraka through the air by his 
consort, Mayavati, who was capable of 
journeying by the air. (25) 


at TAT WMA ATRIA SHA | 
factor usar ma fare AER: N RG AI 
Like a cloud attended with lightning, 
Pradyumna descended with his spouse from 
the sky into the magnificent gynaeceum 
crowded with hundreds of ladies. (26) 
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d gear ASAT Utne TATA | 
waa ae Berd SPAT RO N 
3 iaaa: | 
HOOT Tear Raa Gla PACT RTA TA It RE N 


Seeing him, sombre as a cloud and clad 
in yellow silk, with exceptionally long arms 
and reddish eyes, wearing a winsome smile 
and a charming countenance, his lotus-like 
face graced with locks of dark-blue curly 
hair, and thinking him to be Sri Krsna, the 
ladies, so the story goes, hid themselves 
wherever they could out of bashfulness. 

(27-28) 
sau regent ARa: | 
SO: Wf: Teed gA: 1 2e N 

Concluding gradually through slight 
dissimilarity, viz., the absence of Kaustubha 
and Srivatsa, that he was not Sri Krsna, the 
ladies went up to him overjoyed, yet greatly 
amazed to find him accompanied with an 
excellent young lady. (29) 


aa Aaa Sah ae | 
SEN Tad AS AETAT Zo I 


Presently Rukmini, the princess of 
Vidarbha, the corners of whose eyes were 
naturally dark without the use of collyrium 
and who was gifted with a sweet tongue— 
recalled on that occasion, through similarity 
of features, her own lost son, milk flowing 
from her breasts through maternal affection. 


(30) 
Tl AS Wags: HA AT KAART: | 
ga: HAT A AST Ha TSM AAT ATU 38 ll 


She said to herself, ‘Who could this 
jewel among men with lotus-eyes possibly 
be? Again, whose son may he be or by 
whom was he borne in her womb and who, 
in fact may be this young woman obtained 
by him through good-luck? (31) 
We TAS AT tet a: ARTET | 


Tean ate vitafr gare 32 
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‘My own son too—who was stolen away 
by some evil spirit from the lying-in-chamber 
and has been missing all these years— 
must have attained an age similar to this 
boy’s and come to possess similar features, 
should he be living anywhere. (32) 


met aT Gore AAA VGA: | 
MPAA EAR: 11 33 N 
‘But how could this boy acquire such 
similarity of form with the Lord, bearing the 
Sarnga bow, in point of features, limbs, 
gait, voice, smiles and glances? (33) 
Bua a aap A A as gAs: | 
aga Rn RT are: CERT A YA: 1 3% 1 
‘Or, he may undoubtedly be the selfsame 
boy who was borne in my womb; for great 
is my affection for him and my left arm is 
throbbing.’ (34) 
we diaa aqvat canta: | 
PARIAA SSAA ATTA 34 Ul 
While Rukmini, the princess of Vidarbha, 
was thus speculating, Lord Sri Krsna, the 
Son of Devaki, of excellent renown made 


His appearance there alongwith His parents, 
Devaki and Vasudeva. (35) 


fararareit sft aigoa SATA: | 
MASKRA TS WTI BE N 


Although the whole truth was fully known 
to Him, Lord Sri Krsna, who is petitioned by 
all men, remained quiet. The sage Narada, 
however, narrated to them everything as to 
how the demon Sambara had stolen away 
the boy, while he was yet a babe, and so 
on. (36) 
Teg Heya poma: TAA: | 
WATTS TAM AS aan 3S II 

Hearing of that great miracle, viz., the 
baby’s escaping alive and unhurt from the 
bowels of a fish and his subsequently killing 
a powerful demon, the ladies of Sri Krsna’s 
gynaeceum greeted with joy the boy who 


a! 
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had been missing for many years past and 
had returned to life, as it were, though once 
dead. (37) 


gaat aqeaya purr aN ETT: | 
cart at Rea wheat a aaa 3 1 
Devaki and Vasudeva, Sri Krsna and 
Balarama, as well as Rukmini and the other 
ladies were transported with joy to embrace 
the newly arrived couple. (38) 


awe Weave RRA: | 
Bel Fa FATA AeA Fea ea 3S 


Hearing that Pradyumna had returned, 
though long lost, the citizens of Dwārakā— 
so the story goes—said to one another, “Oh, 
the boy has by good-luck come back to life, 
as it were, though once dead !” (39) 
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a à yg: gaea- 
RAM AUST TASHA: | 

fas a ad ae aaan 
mA eSa FeRAM: 1 So 1 


Indeed, it is no wonder that when 
Pradyumna, Love incarnate—whose very 
thought agitates one’s mind, nay, who was 
an exact likeness of the personality of Sri 
Krsna (the Abode of Rama, the goddess of 
beauty and good fortune)—came within sight, 
even his mothers, who often mistook him 
for their own Spouse due to his close 
resemblance with his Father, sought 
seclusion out of modesty, love being kindled 
in their heart. Much more did other women 
feel like that in his presence. (40) 


sta AEA wergrt AEE GRAT eed Tah agea eT 
TA TATARTTRS ATT: I 44 I 
Thus ends the fifty-fifth discourse entitled “The story of Pradyumna’s birth,” in the latter 


half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


aM 


AA LUSITANS ATA: 
Discourse LVI 


The story of the ‘Syamantaka’ gem; Sri Krsna weds 
Jambavati and Satyabhama 


RIJE TAIT 

Tats: Tara Pus Hatenfeas: | 
ate AT TIT SALI R N 

Sti Suka began again: Having done a 
wrong to Sri Krsna, Satrajit gave away to 
Sri Krsna of his own accord his daughter, 
Satyabhama alongwith the ‘Syamantaka’ 
gem. (1) 

THAT 


Tatar: fria ter] PUTA fn | 
PATH: HAA HANG TA FAT SE Ul R Ul 


King Pariksit submitted: What wrong 
did Satrajit perpetrate against Sri Krsna, O 
holy one? Wherefrom was the ‘Syamantaka’ 
gem got by him and why did he give away 
his daughter to Sri Hari? (2) 


aye SAT 
ania maa: Gat TET OA: WET | 


Wire AUT WaT RTS: PATA 3 N 
Sri Suka replied: The sun-god, though 


adorable in the eyes of Satrajit, his devotee, 
behaved as a loving friend to him. Pleased 
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with him, the sun-god bestowed on him the 
Syamantaka gem. (3) 
qi A afer Hus asa ae A: | 
aA seni mia AAT: tt x 1 
Wearing that gem about his neck and 
shining as the sun due to that gem, he 
entered Dwaraka (presumably from his place 
of worship in the outskirts of the city) but 
could not be identified, O king, on account 
of his dazzling brilliance. (4) 
a aA AT gA gega: | 
demsasitat mig: gång: wy 
Gazing at him from a distance, their 
eyes blinded with his splendour, and 
suspecting him to be the sun-god, people 
reported his arrival to the Lord, who was 


playing at dice, as follows: (5) 
ARTA MAS NGIRIT 
amemtaaa Weare ATANN 


“Hail to You, O Narayana, the Wielder of 
aconch, discus and mace ! O Lord, who once 
had a cord tied about Your abdomen by 
mother Yaśodā by way of punishment, O 
lotus-eyed One, O Protector of cows, O Scion 
of Yadu! (6) 
wa sata aam cat agga | 
yarm aRar Tot ale Ferra: 1 19 

“Dazzling the eyes of men with his rays, 
here comes the glorious sun-god with intent 
to see You, O Lord of the universe! (7) 
mafaa a art facirerat fagei: | 
wears ye aay AS wat Aer: WT N 

“Indeed the foremost of the gods, Brahma 
and others, in the three worlds seek the way 
to You, but fail to find You. Having come to 
know You as living incognito at present 
among the Yadus, the sun-god, who is self- 
existent, comes to see You, O Lord.” (8) 


a aye Fara 
SAT URAL STATA: | 
We aA ada: aaao Var S N 


* Old Indian weight. 
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Sri Śuka continued: Sri Krsna, the 
lotus-eyed One, heartily laughed to hear the 
report of those unknowing persons and 
observed, “He is not the sun-god, it is only 
Satrajit glowing with his gem.” (9) 


TATA EATS git Pre TH AGA | 
Yaya eager afer AAAA l yo i 


Entering in state his own splendid 
residence, which had been consecrated as 
a mark of festivity, Satrajit caused the gem 
to be duly installed by Brahmanas in the 
apartment intended for gods. (10) 


fa fa mhm a gata wT | 
giai natira: | 
aufa miae Bae zara ÀT: 11 22 UI 


The gem, O lord, yielded from day to 
day gold weighing eight Bharas (equivalent 
to three maunds* and five seers 
approximately). Famine, pestilence and other 
calamities, serpents, mental worries and bodily 
ailments and other evils and rogues no longer 
exist where the gem stands worshipped. (11) 


a afad afer aha ATTA MIT | 
Jarian: Wale AMA NARTA 82 l 


Though solicited once by Sri Krsna, 
who thought that the king was the fittest 
person to possess such a wonderful gem. 
Satrajit, covetous as he was of wealth, did 
not hand it over to Ugrasena, the ruler 
of the Yadus, not foreseeing the evil 
consequences of rejecting the request of 
Sri Krsna, the Supreme Person. (12) 


adma nür pus viper WET! 
We wae Wat eras aT ks! 
Wearing that gem of surpassing lustre 
about his neck, one day, Prasena, brother 
of Satrājit, went about a-hunting on horseback 
in the forest. (13) 


Having killed Prasena, horse and all, 


à / 


Dis. 56] 


+ BOOK TEN « 393 


and snatched the gem out of curiosity 
because of its uncommon lustre, a lion, 
while entering its mountainous cave, was 
made short work of by Jambavan, the 
celebrated king of bears of Ramayana fame, 
who wished to have the gem. (14) 


Bist ach Has alot Hirsch fact | 
AVAL UTA UTA ATS TAT NI gh N 


The latter for his part used the gem 
as a plaything for his boy. Not finding 
his brother back, Satrajit felt very miserable. 

(15) 
wa: por Pred nania at aa: | 
Ma AAT TAT HUT HUI STIS: Neal 


He said to his own people, “Surely my 
brother, who had gone to the forest with the 
gem about his neck, has been killed by Sri 
Krsna!” Hearing that, people of a malicious 
disposition spread the rumour in a whisper 
from ear to ear. (16) 


aigua gaat raa | 
me weda M:N ON 

When the Lord learnt this, He followed 
the tracks of the horse carrying Prasena 
alongwith some citizens of Dwārakā in 
order to wipe off the imputation cast on 
Him. (17) 
wi mAg a Age paR aX 


a aR gAn ag: ec ul 
Discovering first Prasena as well as his 
horse killed in the forest by a lion, people 
further saw the lion itself killed on the 
mountain side by a bear. (18) 
Rama vr AANSIT 
Tent aay aara ate: WT: N S N 
The Lord stationed the people outside 
and entered alone the fearful cave of 
Jāmbavān, the king of bears, covered with 
thick darkness. (19) 
Ta geat AUIS aeh Har | 
Re pakaa pT Ut Ro N 


Espying there the excellent gem, 
converted into a toy for an infant, and 
resolved to carry it away, the Lord waited 


there by side of the babe. (20) 
wage at Geer erat ate Mitac | 
TETAM ARAL Heel ATA AAA Ae: WIV 


The nurse shrieked as though afraid to 
see that wonderful human being (but really 
on perceiving the latter’s intention to carry 
the gem away). Enraged to hear the scream, 
Jambavan, the foremost of the mighty, rushed 
to meet Him. (21) 


BSA mam at Bq CATS SHA: | 
Gest mpi wear pA aAA 22 N 


Thinking Him to be an ordinary mortal 
and failing to perceive His greatness 
(divinity), Jāmbavān, full of rage, actually 
fought with the said almighty Lord, his own 
Master. (22) 


zaga qA RN: | 
argana Adi: mn AARE N 23 Ul 
aniratarretaraarera: | 
aufero tfasareroT Te} a 


A most tumultuous duel ensued between 
the two, keen as they were to overthrow 
each other, like a pair of hawks contending 
for a piece of flesh, and fought with weapons 
such aS a mace, rocks, trees and bare 
arms and finally struck each other with their 
fists—which fell as severely as the strokes 
of lightning. The combat raged day and 
night without a pause for as many as twenty- 
eight days. (23-24) 


qoae sea: | 
giura: Raamaa ARE: 1 24 1 
Having his many joints and muscles 
pounded with the strokes of Sri Krsna’s 
fists and his strength and courage, too, 
depleted and limbs perspiring all over, 
Jambavan spoke to Him thus, highly 
astonished at this unexpected discomfiture, 
which he had never experienced before:(25) 
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ape a a ee 


SA at AAA WITT SATS: TET TET | 
fay pogei WARIA RA N 


“I now conclude You to be none else 
than the all-powerful Visnu, the most ancient 
Person, the suzerain Lord, nay, the life- 
energy, the organic power, the strength of 
mind as well as the bodily strength of all 
created beings. (26) 


wa fe ayagi eet yoa wea ae | 
SATA: HATTA: UL STAT FATS SATA M29 N 


“Indeed, You are the Creator even of 
Brahma and others, the progenitors of the 
universe, as well as the Reality that underlies 
as the material cause of even created 
substances such as the Mahat-tattva, the 
Ruler, in the form of the Time-Spirit, of 
those that control and are Mahakala, the 
supreme Self of all embodied souls. (27) 


efter afea aesa 
Aq: pa: AN aA SF T 
amni fat dR N R tl 


“I now understand You are the same 
Lord Ramacandra, my Master, to whom the 
ocean with its crocodiles and whales thrown 
into agitation by Your casting sidelong 
glances, marked with anger slightly kindled 
by its refractoriness, allowed passage, yet 
by whom a bridge was constructed at its 
own entreaty as an embodiment of His own 
glory, nay, by whom the fortress and city of 
Lanka, the capital of Ravana, His arch- 
enemy, was set on fire, and severed by 
whose unfailing arrows, the heads of ogres 
fell to the ground!” (28) 


sft Amaaan: | 
SITE FERIA Wa, SAHA: N R M 
aRar: OTT MNT TA | 
PUT Wa wah wens RRT gon 


To His devotee, Jambavan, the king of 
bears, by whom His identity—which is all- 


consciouness and bliss—was thus directly 
perceived, O great king, the lotus-eyed Lord 
Sri Krsna, the Son of Devaki, spoke as 
follows in a voice deep with emotion, stroking 
him with His soothing hand out of supreme 
compassion: (29-30) 


nforedtite urea aagemd fact) 
fengi WAST APTA N 3R N 


“Eor the sake of this gem did we, the 
leading citizens of Dwaraka headed by 
Myself, arrive at the mouth of your cave, O 
chief of bears; whereas | came here, inside 
the cave, with a view to wiping off the false 
imputation against Me on account of that 
gem.” (31) 
gah: wai Cleat Hal maa Far | 
asm a Afra POATEN FU 32 Il 

Thus addressed by Sri Krsna, he 
(Jambavan) joyfully gave away by way of 
worship his own daughter, Jambavati, 
alongwith the gem to Sri Krsna: so the 
tradition goes. (32) 
agea Pate gilt: utara fetet ST: | 
Water gama g: Raat: E Fg: 1 33 N 

Not finding Sri Krsna, a scion of 
Strasena, return ever since He entered the 
cave and disappeared into it, the people 
that had accompanied Him to its mouth and 
had been left behind by Him there returned 
to their city, Dwaraka, full of grief, having 
waited there for as many as twelve days. 

(33) 


fer tant tat aaah aN: | 
yA aa STAT Fore HOTA 3% Il 


Hearing from them that Sri Krsna had 
not come out of the cave till then, Devaki, 
Sri Krsna’s mother, the divine Rukmini, Sri 
Krsna’s premier Spouse and Vasudeva as 
well as His other relations and kinsmen 
grieved for Him. (34) 


aad wade a:fiaat grantee: | 
seia gah poA tt 34! 
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Cursing Satrajit, the aforesaid citizens 
of Dwaraka, stricken, as they were, with 
grief, worshipped (prayed to) Goddess 
Durga, known by the name of Candrabhaga, 
the Supreme Energy of the Lord, for the 
safe return of Sri Krsna. (35) 


Ai g CRU Veneer a a1 
mga gd: Gent Be BR: nsn 
Thanks to their worship of and prayers 
to the Goddess and the benediction 
pronounced by the Goddess in response to 
their prayer, as a matter of fact, the said Śrī 
Hari appeared all of a sudden in their midst 
accompanied by His new bride, Jambavati, 
and gladdening them all by His dramatic 
appearance, His purpose for the recovery 
of the Syamantaka gem having been 
accomplished. (36) 


sma ia i aam 
ag uen ninia aA Vase: 11 3o N 
All were filed with great joy to find 
Sri Krsna, the Ruler of the senses, as 
though returned to life after death, with His 
new bride and with the gem about His neck. 
(37) 

watt wag aura wear 
m SATS SATA ATT AE ASAT MBS N 
Duly summoning Satrajit into the royal 
presence at court and having told him how 


He had recovered the gem, the Lord handed 
it over to him. (38) 


aars tt Taare eae: | 
SAS Ve FAA TAT 38 Ul 
Full of great shame, he took the gem 
and with his head cast down returned home 
thence, repenting for his sin in the shape of 
flouting the divine command and calumniating 
the Lord. (39) 


Aqai aag: | 
HAYMAN: w AYA: HAT Xo N 
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Brooding over that sinful act of his 
alone and feeling nervous over the 
unpleasantness created with the mighty 
Sri Krsna and His followers, he thought 
within himself, ‘How shall | be able to wipe 
off my guilt and how could Sri Krsna be 
conciliated? (40) 
fee Heal MY Hel AHA AT AT TT | 
adda at ae xfer se i 

‘What course will prove expedient for 
me or what should be done so that people 
may not curse me, short-sighted, mean, 
stupid and covetous of wealth as | am? 

(41) 
wea deat aa ake wea a 
SOT SS PATER OAT ATTA 1? IN 


‘I shall give away to him my daughter, a 
veritable jewel among women, as well as 
the ‘Syamantaka’ jewel. This will be the 
proper remedy as there will be no end of 
quarrels otherwise.’ (42) 


Ti HAH TEM HATA AAA HT | 
aÑ a ES PUTAS F13 I 
Having thus resolved by recourse to 
reason, and moving in the matter himself, 
Satrajit made a present to Sri Krsna of his 
own virtuous daughter as well as of the 
gem: so the tradition goes. (43) 
a Beat waaay onfa 
agrafe nxx 
The Lord espoused according to the 
scriptural ordinance the said girl, Satyabhāmā 
by name, who was solicited by many and 
was gifted with an amiable disposition, 


comely appearance, magnanimity and other 
similar virtues. (44) 


wame a Ate weiter at Fa 
aai FARA SS a RNR: 1 we HI 
The Lord, however, said as follows, 


O protector of men, “We would not accept 
the gem; let it remain with you, a devotee 
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of the sun-god, who conferred it on you. 


shape of the abundant gold it yields 


We shall only enjoy its fruit in the | everyday.” (45) 


sf daera TIRÒ IRAE Aisa TH IRI 
THIET VISA TANS PAT: Il 4 & Il 
Thus ends the fifty-sixth discourse, forming part of the story of ‘Syamantaka’, in the 


latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— §- =O 


AA AUG SAISTAAT Sea: 
Discourse LVII 


‘Syamantaka’ stolen; Satadhanva killed and 
Akrūra recalled to Dwaraka 


MYA TAA 
faarerat sta aA aen SaR | 
Hat SA pAn VATA Tat FSAI e I 


Sri Suka began again: Hearing about 
the sons of Pandu and Kunti having been 
burnt to death in a house of lac built for 
them and subsequently set on fire by 
Duryodhana, although the truth about their 
having escaped unscathed in good time 
before the house was set on fire was fully 
known to Him, omniscient as He was, Sri 
Krsna, the Protector of cows, proceeded to 
Hastinapura, the capital of the kingdom of 
the Kurus, accompanied by Balarama by 
way of condolence. (1) 
wisi aa afaet wre sora a 
Weare at a Ss at peA AEAT: N R N 

Meeting Bhisma, Krpa, Vidura and 
Gandhari, wife of King Dhrtarastra, as well 
as Drona, and equally sharing their grief, so 
the tradition goes, the Lord said, “Ah, what 
a pity !” (2) 
eaten WA ea: | 
appa aot: HEAT Tel 3 


Seizing this opportunity afforded by the 
absence of Sri Krsna, O king, Akrūra and 


Krtavarma (another leading Yadava and a 
devotee of Sri Krsna, who hated Satrajit for 
his having calumniated Sri Krsna) said to 
Satadhanva, who had a malice prepense, 
“Why should not the gem be taken 
possession of at this opportune moment? 
(3) 
assert cults RAR ferred T: | 
POTS Aas HANS MIATA ATL It ¥ N 
“Why should not Satrajit—who having 
solemnly promised us his jewel of a daughter, 
yet disregarding us, gave it away to Sri 
Krsna—be made to follow the fate of 
Prasena, his brother?” (4) 
wa aeaaea wars: | 
Waa A UTE: gA fAT: Ut & I 
His mind having thus been poisoned by 
them, that vile and most wicked fellow, 
whose life had now been spent, murdered 
Satrajit in cold blood out of greed while he 
was asleep. 5 
eaten fanart ae | 
za Uy Anaa RAAT & I 
Having made short work of Satrajit even 
as a butcher would slaughter animals, and 
taking the gem in the midst of the womenfolk 
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who were all screaming and wailing as 
though masterless, Satadhanva withdrew. (6) 


aam a faat et ater yena | 
amuma att at eA gri on 


Overwhelmed with grief to behold her 
father slain, Satyabhāmā too piteously wailed 
saying “Ah father, dear father, | am undone!” 
and fainted at intervals. (7) 


WA yi UT SAT ET | 
pa Amaia aes sre N ¢ 1 
Consigning the deceased to a trough 
full of oil to guard against decomposition, 
the afflicted lady drove all the way to 
Hastināpura (the city bearing a name 
denoting the elephant) and reported to Śrī 
Krsna, who was already aware of the fact, 


omniscient as He was, the death of her 
father. (8) 


aaay WaT Fela 
aà a: wet meae fae: ei 
Hearing the sad news and following the 
practice of the human world, O Pariksit, the 
two almighty Brothers wailed with tears in 
Their eyes, exclaiming: “Alas, a great calamity 
has befallen us.” (9) 


BUTT STAT AT AT: TT: OA | 
Waray Bt Bd AUT ad: gow 
Returning forthwith from Hastinapura to 
Dwaraka alongwith His consort and elder 
Brother, the Lord made preparations to kill 
Satadhanva and recover the gem from him. 
(10) 

Bisa poe area vita: Wore | 
Mea paana A Aaa i Ve N 
Alarmed to know of Sri Krsna’s plans to 
kill him and in his anxiety to save his life, 
Satadhanva too solicited Krtavarma for help 
and the latter replied as follows: (11) 


meian: gat tert WAPOA: | 
wl q aaa Hed Aas RAATELI g? I 


“| dare not cross the two almighty 


Brothers. Having given offence to Them, 
who can, as a matter of fact, hope to live in 
peace? (12) 


ha: TEMTMSA A aga: ESTA | 
TR: Teta GANT ferret TTA: N g3 N 
“Karnsa was shorn of all his glory 
through enmity with Them and met his end 
alongwith his followers. Nay, Jarasandha, 
the powerful ruler of Magadha and father- 
in-law of Karnsa, escaped with life, at the 
end of each of his seventeen encounters 
with Them, deprived even of his chariot.” 
(13) 
Uea: A pi EATE | 
Asa A aeda fagiani g% N 


Having been refused help in these words 
by Krtavarmā, he next sought Akrūra for 
help. Akrūra too replied, “Knowing the 
strength of the two divine Brothers, who will 
dare antagonize Them? (14) 


a gi ian fayd qoaa ea a 
a ei UA ga Ml 


STATUETTE AA: N Vio i 


“Hail to the celebrated Lord Sri Krsna of 
marvellous deeds, who creates, preserves 
and dissolves the universe by way of 
sport; nay, deluded by whose Maya, His 
beginningless Energy, even the progenitors 
of the world cannot comprehend His activity; 
who, having uprooted a whole mountain, 
Govardhana, even as a seven-year-old boy, 
held it up on one hand with as much ease 
as an infant would pluck up and hold a 
mushroom; Hail to that immortal and 
immutable Self, the most ancient Being!” 

(15—17) 
uaren: Ae sraa nera | 
AR aea SAAT N ge N 


Refused help even by Akrūra, 


398 


* SRIMAD BHAGAVATA « 


[Dis. 57 


Satadhanva deposited the valuable gem 
with him and, riding a horse capable of 
traversing in a single journey one hundred 
Yojanas (eight hundred miles), left Dwaraka. 
(18) 

Tessie W m 
amaai ANRA WA TERI N 
Mounting Their car with a flag bearing 
the device of Garuda, the king of birds, 
and drawn by four horses possessing 
extraordinary speed, O king, Balarama and 
Sri Krsna, who is solicited by all men, drove 
in pursuit of Satadhanva, the slayer of Their 
father-in-law. (19) 

fafeerarquant aga ufad Faq! 
Testa MAM: PONSA VATU Roll 
Leaving the horse, that dropped down 
exhausted in an orchard on the outskirts 
of Mithila, the capital of the Janakas, 
Satadhanva took to his heels, greatly 
alarmed; and Sri Krsna too chased him in 
rage. (20) 

verter aAA 
ene oR SHS Sa APTA 2 N 
Lopping off his head with His sharp- 
edged discus, the Lord, also moving on foot 
in fairness to the enemy, who was going on 
foot, looked for the gem in his upper and 
lower garments. (21) 


ARMA FONT VATA eA | 
gat et: yatia A fade 


Sri Krsna, by whom the gem could not 
be found with the slain, returned to Their 
chariot and said to His elder Brother, 
Balarama, “In vain has Satadhanva been 
killed by Me; for the gem is not with him !” 

(22) 


Aa se Act Tt A AMT: paea 
miaa Tee AARAA OT AT 23 


Thereupon Balarama replied, “Surely 
that gem must have been deposited by 


Satadhanva with somebody at Dwaraka, 
Therefore, return to Dwaraka and trace 
him. (23) 
ag aeia sé aai a) 
seer Afai Wary fara ATEA: th 2% 1 
“I, for my part, long to see the king of 
the Videha territory, my most beloved friend.” 
Observing thus, Balarama, a scion of Yadu, 
entered Mithila, O Pariksit ! (24) 


igea wearer Afar: WTAE: | 
adma «= faferearadguitet PE: N 24 N 


Delighted at heart to see him, the king 
of Mithilā rose all of a sudden from his seat 
and worshipped Balarāma, who was worthy 
of adoration according to the scriptural 
ordinance with appropriate presents. (25) 


sare aei nAaR aa fay: | 
mia: Wife SAA HEAT | 
aisha Wet SHIT MTS: TATE: I 3G N 


Honoured by the high-souled Janaka, 
who was full of love for him, Balarama, who 
was of an independent mind, sojourned in 
the aforesaid city for a number of years. 
Later on, at the opportune time, Suyodhana, 
the eldest son of Dhrtarastra and the leader 
of the Kauravas, learnt the use of mace at 
his feet. (26) 
cheat gare Fert yr: | 
amii a AT: wre free: rapa AY: U RON 

Reaching Dwārakā, on the other side, 
Lord Sti Krsna related to Satyabhāmā, His 
beloved spouse, the story of His having 
slain Satadhanva and nevertheless of His 
not finding the gem with him, anxious as He 
was to please her with that comforting 
news. (27) 


aa: a aAA fear aires À I 
Bra RTT aT: P; TRIER: 1 24 N 
Then, with the co-operation of His 


kinsmen, the aforesaid Lord caused to be 
performed in an appropriate manner all the 


bt 
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obsequies that were conducive to the welfare 
in the other world of His murdered father-in- 
law. (28) 
TRE paani a yt praed i 
agia gree: WARN R tt 
Sore stricken with fear to hear the news 
of Satadhanvā having been slain by the 
Lord, Akrūra and Krtavarmā, that had 
instigated Satadhanvā to murder Satrājit 


and take away his gem, went out of Dwārakā 
to escape His wrath. (29) 


THT UTA RETA EECC TEEN] 
mån me Wefan vitae: Bo N 
Akrura having gone abroad, portentous 
phenomena foreboding misfortune appeared 
before the eyes of the residents of Dwaraka 
and agonies, both physical and mental, 
nay, those brought about by divine agencies 
and those caused by other living beings 
overtook them again and again ever since. 
(30) 

sagiuiade faa UTE 
yhaa fee maea N 32 i 


So declare some historians, 
VaiSampayana and others, forgetting what 
has been stated by me before, O dear 
Pariksit! Is it ever possible that evil portents 
should be seen in the very home of the Lord 
who is the one Abode of ascetics that are 
capable of counteracting all evils by their 
holy presence? (31) 


SA sacha sarge: LACTATE À | 
Tae Mae mea AAT SAT A ATG | 32 N 


“Once upon a time when Indra, the god 
of rain, did not pour seasonal showers in 
his kingdom, the ruler of Kasi (the modern 
Varanasi) gave away with due ceremony to 
Swaphalka, the father of Akrūra, recently 
arrived at his capital, his own daughter, 
Gandini by name; thereupon Indra sent 
down showers in the kingdom of Kasi. 

(32) 


AMA saaR a a zl 
shah aa Ararat A MRE: 33 N 


“Wherever stays the said Akrūra, 
Swaphalka’s son, who has inherited his 
father’s virtue, they say, Indra pours showers 
all round; neither calamities nor epidemics 
appear there.” (33) 
sta gga: set aaae BRIT 
ft Wea VATA eet TEA: N 3% N 

Hearing the above-quoted words of the 
elders and though recognizing that the 
absence of Akrūra was not the only cause 
of the evil portents, Lord Sri Krsna, who is 
solicited by all men, had Akrūra duly brought 
back to Dwaraka and spoke to him. (34) 


Yarar pater fire: aM: | 
aaan: CAM Sara TU 34 N 
The Lord, who was not only omniscient 
but knew the mind of all, too, received him 
with respect, admonished him and addressed 
sweet words to him and then smilingly said, 
so the tradition goes: (35) 


AY SAU SARTRE VAT | 
Rrra aT: sitar Pater: yeaa a: 1 3 1 


“That the glorious Syamantaka gem 
surely lay deposited with you by the deceased 
Satadhanva was already known to us, O 
master of charities! (36) 


Pasa STII Tee: Oat: | 

ad Pritam: fiver fagani a Nfa Bio 1 
“Satrajit having left no male issue, it is 

but meet that the sons of his daughter, 

Satyabhama, should offer oblations of water 

and rice to the spirit of the deceased and, 

paying off his debts, should inherit the rest 

of his property. (37) 

Tete Gea Bara APT: | 

fed Ars: Perea Wee Att fa 82 1 
“Yet let the gem—which cannot be easily 


maintained by others—remain with you, strict 
in the observance of religious vows. My elder 
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brother, Balarama, however, does not fully 
trust me in the matter of the gem and suspects 
that it has been got removed by me. (38) 


ayia WET ART Ta | 
OAT HERAT Acta BHATT: nau 


“Therefore, pray, show it to us and 
thereby bring relief to your relations, 
Balarama, Satyabhama and Jambavati. | 
know your sacrificial performances are 
going on unceasingly these days on altars 
of gold, thereby betraying the existence of 
the ‘Syamantaka’ gem with you: for you 
could not otherwise get so much gold. (39) 


We BTA: YARAN APO 
ama mas Tat YATATA Yo II 


Won over by gentle words in this way, 
Akrūra, Swaphalka’s son, brought and 
delivered the gem, which was brilliant as 


the sun, wrapped in a piece of cloth. (40) 
pah ayiran AMAIA TH SATA: | 
faga n ARTE WATT WH: x8 1 


Having shown the ‘Syamantaka’ to His 
kinsmen, Balarama and others, and rubbed 
off through the gem the blame resting on 
Himself, the Lord then gave it back to 
Akrura. (41) 


. 


yorga AT 
gafi gandra ater TA Ye II 

He who simply reads, listens to or 
ponders this most blessed story replete 
with the exploits of the all-powerful Lord 
Visnu—a story which destroys all sin—gets 
rid of his evil reputation and sin and attains 
lasting peace. (42) 


ATTIRE ATTA TAS EATA: | 49 Il 
Thus ends the fifty-seventh discourse, forming part of the story of Syamantaka, 


in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STATS USSSA S SATA: 
Discourse LVIII 


Sri Krsna’s espousal with the rest of His 
eight principal Spouses 


RJE FAT 

Wael WUSA HS Weta GSAT: | 
zand Ta: star gaea dE: ue 

Sri Suka began again: Once upon a time 
the glorious Sri Krsna (the foremost among 
men), accompanied by Yuyudhana, Satyaki 
and others, drove to Indraprastha (the modern 
Delhi) to see Yudhisthira and his four brothers, 
the sons of Pandu, who had been seen at the 
court of Drupada, having once been taken to 


have been reduced to ashes within a house 
of shellac. (1) 
ea aad wat ypa 
sargehrag att: mo Safar! ? I 
Seeing Lord Sri Krsna (the Bestower of 
Liberation), the Ruler of all, arrived at thelr 
door, the valiant sons of Prtha, Sri Krsna’s 
aunt, rose from their seat at once even as 
the senses become active again on finding 
respiration returned. (2) 
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Rea A gp: | 
aed set ea aA AS T: 8 
Embracing the immortal Lord, with all 
their sins of previous lives wiped off by the 
all-purifying touch of His divine person, the 
heroes were transported with joy to gaze on 
His countenance bright with loving smiles. 


(3) 
qis dre pa picui c | 
Pa Rna saat ahaaa: nx 

Bowing at the feet of Yudhişthira and 
Bhima, both of whom were senior to Him, 
and then hugging Arjuna (who was born on 
a day when the constellation Purvaphalguni 
was in the ascendant and was thus senior 
to the Lord only by eight days, the latter’s 
advent being marked by the ascendancy of 
Rohini, but was nevertheless treated as His 
equal), He was, in His turn, saluted by 
Nakula and Sahadeva, the twin-born half- 
brothers of Yudhisthira, who were the 
youngest and junior to the Lord. (4) 


TAR sett pun qwrt 
Talal Afen fates Trae i & i 


Slowly approaching Sri Krsna, who was 
seated on an excellent seat, Krsna (Draupadi, 
so-called because she had a dark-brown 
complexion and thus bore affinity to the 
Lord in hue as well as in appellation), who 
had been newly wedded and, therefore, felt 
a little abashed, and was absolutely free 
from reproach, though espoused by all the 
five brothers, bowed low to Him. (5) 


ada arate: was: grarartiatan: | 
fma a ofa: wia N S it 
Honoured and greeted in the same way 
by the sons of Prthā, Sātyaki made Himself 
comfortable in his own seat. Treated with 
respect, others too sat in a circle nearby. 


(6) 
y amea pahaa- 
naeem: 
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aye PIA HEET 
Farqeerart URSA: 119 1 
Having met and greeted His father’s 
sister—Prtha, whose eyes were moistened 
through excessive love—and hugged by 
her in turn and questioned about the welfare 
of His kinsfolk, He gave suitable replies to 
her and made inquiries in return about her 
own health as well as about that of her 
daughter-in-law, Draupadi. (7) 


Te «= Wada GUST ere | 
PAH AL TET HTT FATT Ut N 


Recalling her numerous past sufferings, 
Kunti, whose throat was choked with 
emotions occasioned by affection and whose 
eyes were wet with tears, spoke as follows 
to Sri Krsna, who reveals Himself to His 
devotees in order to end their miseries: (8) 


TET Het ASHE AAMT Har FAT | 
WALA: SAT HOT Yar À AAT N S 11 
“Happiness returned to us, and we were 
blessed with a protector the very moment 
my cousin, Akrūra, was despatched by 
You to enquire about our welfare the other 
day, remembering us, Your relatives, O 
Krsna ! (9) 
Tasha aaraa g: | 
eM enai PVA STITT ha BAR Roa: 1h go N 
“The mistaken notion recognizing one 
individual as one’s own and another as 
alien does not exist in You—who are the 
friend, nay, the very Soul of the universe; 
yet constantly present in the heart of 
those who remember You, You end their 
sufferings.” (10) 
war sara 
fe a arai stat a aareneitvar 
AVANT Fait AHN TS: PATA R 1 
Yudhisthira said: “| do not know what 
meritorious act has been performed by us, 
O supreme Lord, in that You, who cannot 
easily be perceived even by masters of 
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Yoga, have come within our sight, men of 
perverse understanding that we are.” (11) 


shard anit TA UAT As apa: FA 
ae aAa fry: N RRN 
Entreated thus by the king, Yudhisthira, 
the said Lord happily spent there all the 
four rainy months, bringing joy to the eyes 
of the residents of Indraprastha by His 
divine presence. (12) 
Wael ware fast ates) 
mosa paa GUI MAITRA 23 N 
ah HUM Val aed A aT 
agama mA WAT Y Ul 
Once upon a time, after the Khāņdava 
forest had been consumed by a huge 
conflagration, the all-conquering Arjuna, the 
slayer of hostile warriors, accompanied by 
Sri Krsna and clad in an armour, mounted 
his chariot, distinguished by its flag bearing 
the ensign of a monkey (Hanuman), and, 
taking his famous Gandiva bow and a pair 
of quivers containing an inexhaustible stock 
of arrows, entered a dense forest, infested 
with carnivorous and other innocent beasts, 
for the sake of sport. (13-14) 


PaaS OMT Fen ea] ST | 
WUT TAA ST] AUT ATT RA I 
There he pierced with his shafts a 
number of tigers, boars, bisons, Rurus (a 
species of deer), Sarabhas (a species of 
eight-footed animals now extinct), Gavayas 
(a species of quadrupeds resembling the 
cow), rhinoceroses, deer, hares and 
porcupines. (15) 


ar Pr: fag Ua Peary ATAT | 
garia: uiar ater ayaa Le N 


His attendants took such of them as 
were useful for sacrifice to the king, 
Yudhisthira, the full moon, which is 
considered specially sacred for sacrifices, 
having approached. Overcome with thirst 
and fully exhausted, Arjuna (who abhorred 


detestable acts) went to the bank of the 
Yamuna. (16) 
carrey fayi Utcat ant Ha | 
HON aN: HAM AAA ASIA | V9 1 
When they had bathed in the river and 
drunk of its crystal water, the two great car- 
warriors, Sri Krsna and Arjuna, (both of 
whom had a dark-brown complexion and 
accordingly bore the epithet ‘Krsna’) noticed 
a maiden of comely appearance strolling 
about on the river bank. (17) 
area ania Best Shera 
uga Ue: TEM TIAA: TARTAN R N 
Bar ea aoe gA Spit shea fh erent ara | 
TÀ wat Ufa aed Heres MTT ge 


Sent by his divine Comrade, Phalguna 
(Arjuna) went up to that beautiful and 
excellent damsel with well-set teeth and a 
charming countenance and questioned her 
thus: “Who are you and whose daughter 
may you be, O fair damsel? Where do you 
come from and what do you mean to do? 
| infer you to be in quest of a suitable 
match. Pray, relate everything to me, O 


good maiden |” (18-19) 
PITA 
ag aa naad afaires 
fat avi are aa: maT ii 20 N 
Kalindi (for such was her name) replied : 
“Daughter of the glorious sun-god, | seek 
Lord Visnu, the Bestower of boons of one’s 
choice, who is worth wooing in everyway, 
for my husband and am accordingly 
engaged in the severest form of austerities. 


(20) 

At ult aor die aya sitar 
quai À a MTA Ha STAT: 1 28 N 
“| would choose for my spouse none 
else than that Abode of Sri, the goddess of 
fortune, O gallant one! May that Lord, the 
Bestower of Liberation and the Refuge of 
the helpless, be propitious to me. (21) 
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Se ee eee ee 


mAAR WARS sare ATT | 
fafa seat flat mareg 22 N 


“Known by the name of Kalindi, | dwell 
in a palace constructed by my father under 
the water of the Yamuna and propose to 


stay there till | am able to see that immortal 
Lord.” (22) 


TMATL STH ASAT ASH AT | 
warm ae FEM, TTA TAT N 33 I 


Arjuna, who had conquered sleep, 
spoke accordingly to Sri Krsna, son of 
Vasudeva, and He too, who knew of it 
already, picked her up into the chariot and 
drove back into the presence of the king, 
Yudhisthira. (23) 
ACA POT: APRS: Ua TATRA | 
eta AR fafat fasadom n ex 


Sri Krsna had, as soon as requested, 
got built long ago by Viswakarma, the 
architect of the gods, a most wonderful and 
picturesque city for the sons of Pandu. (24) 
wate Poe tari hafan | 
Ae GS STASI SRA: 11 Ru UI 

Residing there in order to oblige His 
own people (the Pandavas as well as their 
mother and wife), the Lord had some time 
before acted as the charioteer of Arjuna in 
order to consign the forest of Khandava, 
owned by Indra, to the god of fire. (25) 


AiR eT SaTAA TA TU | 
STATA qo aed ATTRA: NRS 1 


Pleased with the aforesaid service, the 
said god of fire had conferred on Arjuna, O 
king, the bow, Gandiva, four white horses 
as well as a chariot drawn by them, a pair 
of inexhaustible quivers and an armour 
which could not be pierced by archers. (26) 


naya AfA Tet: HUT VST SUT | 
RH Galt err aT CTEAeTS ATA: Ul 219 


Nay, rescued from the said conflagration, 


which consumed the forest of ee 
Maya, the architect of the demons, had 
and presented, as a token of gratitude, 

his friend and benefactor, Arjuna l an 
assembly hall, in which optic illusion seized 
Duryodhana, who mistook a sheet of water 
for a paved floor and vice versa. (27) 


a a ma: elevated: | 
aa greet ya: Mafra: 1 Re N 
Duly permitted by Arjuna and with the 
consent of His other friends and relatives 
(Emperor Yudhisthira and so on), the Lord, 


accompanied by Satyaki and others, returned 
to Dwaraka. (28) 


aaa afer gada aise | 
fare Ward FAM WATT I RR I 
Now, on a certain day, when the planets 
exerted a favourable influence and when 
the season too was most propitious and a 
most auspicious star was in the ascendant, 
the Lord, who was supreme felicity 
personified, espoused Kalindi, thereby 
bringing highest joy to His own people. (29) 
CEARC EACCES gatea | 
Tia AMET p Ahi ANAT 30 N 
Vinda and Anuvinda, the rulers of Avanti 
(the modern Ujjain), who followed the will of 
Duryodhana, deterred their sister, who was 
devoted to Sri Krsna, from making her own 
choice in a gathering of Princes invited for 
the purpose. (30) 
maea frat ager: | 
FE AT FON WSLS WALT 32 N 
Sri Krsna, however, forcibly snatched 
away Mitravinda (as such was her name), 
daughter of Rajadhidevi, His own father’s 
sister*, in the midst of other princes, who 
stood gazing helplessly, O king ! (31) 


TATA BACT sete mn: | 
TT ATMA HAT Sat AAT TT 1 ELET 


There was a very pious king of Kosala, 


* Vide IX. xxiv. 30. 
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Nagnajit by name. He had a beautiful 
daughter, Satya, nicknamed Nagnajiti (after 
the name of her father), O Pariksit! (32) 


Fat Sepa areutsrca Bea WIT | 
TersySry ggi STM ACLU 33 Ut 


Princes could not win her without 
subduing seven excellent, though wayward, 
bulls with pointed horns, that were most 
formidable and could not bear even the 
smell of heroes. (33) 


qai MT qa Rea ai MATA Aca Ula: 1 
am alert AAA me ga: avi 
Hearing that she could be gained only 
by one who was able to subdue the bulls, 
Lord Sri Krsna, the Protector of the Yadus, 
accompanied by a huge army, drove to 
Ayodhyā, the capital of the kings of Kosala. 
(34) 

aaea: Witt: wearer: 1 
adm em y, URAA: I 341 


Full of delight, the said king of Kosala 
was hailed with joy by Sri Krsna while 
welcoming Him by going forth to meet Him, 
offering Him an exalted seat and valuable 
articles of worship, too. (35) 


igen ae aga aa ae 


Beholding Sri Krsna, the Spouse of 
Laksmi—who was not only after her heart 
but was worth wooing in every way—arrived 
in state, the princess sought Him as her 
husband and prayed as follows: “If He has 
been constantly cherished by me as the goal 
of my sacred vows, let Him grant my innocent 
prayers and be my husband. (36) 


aaua: me fafa 
siema: UARN: MARTA: | 

Aa: «= taparaqatrerasr: 

FA BALA TAL A St TEA BO N 


“Through what effort of mine can that 
almighty Lord be pleased with me, the dust 
of whose lotus-feet do Laksmi, the goddess 
of beauty and prosperity, and Brahma, the 
lotus-born, as well as Lord Siva, who dwells 
on Mount Kailasa, and the other guardians 
of the world bear on their head, and who 
assumes from time to time embodied (divine) 
forms suited to His various pastimes with 
intent to maintain the standards of morality 
set up by Himself.” (37) 


sited ARTA SETI | 
Se utes parT Few: 1 3 N 


To Sri Krsna, who had now been duly 
worshipped, the king of Kosala spoke as 
follows: “O Narayana, O Lord of the universe 
what can I, an extremely poor fellow, do for 
You, sated as You are with the Bliss of 
Your very Self?” (38) 


Persia are feri FETAN 3R N 


Sri Śuka continued: Full of delight, 
the Lord, who had now taken His seat, 
smilingly replied to him in a voice deep as 
the rumbling of a cloud as follows, O scion 


of Kuru! (39) 
MUNTATTATA 
ae ure paaa 
Teeter renters 


qai adai 7 R Bowel AA ¥o N 

The Lord said: Solicitation has been 
condemned by the wise on the part of the 
humblest Ksatriya, sticking to his own duty, 
O ruler of men! Yet in My eagerness to 
secure your friendship, | ask of you your 
daughter. However we do not have the custom 
to pay bridal money for the match.” (40) 


WHAT 
ISAS aH AT KAR peT: | 
Tree sens sidane i se l 
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The king replied: “Who else can be a 
more welcome match for my girl, O Lord, 
than You, the one Abode of all excellences, 
on whose bosom dwells Sri, the goddess of 


beauty and fortune, as an inseparable 
companion. (41) 


fer ATES: pa: Oe aa: Urea | 

yet diate’ aE i xe i 
“With intent, however, to secure a good 

match for our daughter a vow has already 


been made by us, O Chief of the Yadus, for 
testing the prowess of suitors. (42) 


wad NEW dix qatar QTE: | 
war: Waa RTT TOTS: xs N 
“Here are seven excellent bulls, O gallant 
One, so difficult to tame and so hard to hold 
in check. Good many princes have been 


worsted by them and have had their limbs 
broken. (43) 


aed Pret: eda ae 

A varied deat Bra: wei 
“Since these animals must be curbed 

by You alone, O Scion of Yadu, You will be 

the acknowledged bridegroom for my 


daughter, O Spouse of Sri!” (44) 
Ua anamo sees URF wey: | 
UAT AE GHA AT RTCA ATT APL I SY N 


Hearing of this vow and tightening His 
girdle, nay, revealing Himself in seven forms, 
the Lord brought them all under His control 
by way of sport. (45) 


FRET APT STA: ARa SATA: 1 
HVC TS Ae THAI AM N LS N 
Tying them with cords (after passing 
them through their nose), now that their 
pride had been curbed and their spirit broken, 
Sti Krsna (a scion of Sura), drew them, 
when tied, by way of sport even as a child 
would draw toy-bulls made of wood. (46) 


Oa: Viet: at WT sat Hora fafa: 
a uaa sera fata aes WH: 1 vio I 
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Amazed and delighted at that feat, the 
king gave away his daughter to Sri Krsna; 
and the almighty Lord too espoused her 
with due ceremony, worthy as she was of 
Him. (47) 
muara sled: Hot cree fea aly | 
ARNt WES maga WAA: INXS N 

Having secured Sri Krsna as the beloved 
husband of their daughter, the queens too 


derived supreme joy and there was great 
rejoicing over this happy event. (48) 
saga gta ony: | 
WU AT: Waa: TATA: TASHA: MSS 1 
Conchs, kettledrums and big drums 
sounded; there was vocal and instrumental 
music and the benedictions of Brahmanas 
(the sacerdotal class) were pronounced. 
Men and women clad in fine clothes and 
decked with garlands felt highly rejoiced. 
(49) 
Aqa zen l CECE fay: l 
qami Pragi luo 
Tame r TA, TIRI 
LASTRA TESTAR I QQ 
The king gave away as dowry ten 
thousand newly calved cows and three 
thousand finely dressed young maid-servants 
decked with a string of gold coins, nine 
thousand elephants, a hundred times as many 
chariots, horses a hundred times the number 
of chariots, and men-servants hundred times 
the number of horses. (50-51) 


aad TaN we Aza aati 

ARIE EON TUANE AIRT: I 4R N 
Seating the married couple in a chariot, 

the king of Kosala, whose heart was moistened 


through affection, bade farewell to the couple, 
duly attended with a large army. (52) 


AA SRT Tat Ute FARTA | 
uma: git aR: arn 4s N 


Hearing of this, the highly envious kings, 
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even though they had their spirit broken by 
the Yadus, the followers of Sri Krsna, and 
earlier by the lusty bulls, intercepted Śri 
Krsna, while He was taking the bride with 
Him, on the road. (53) 


aaa: WaT Seapets: | 
moi crrevarara fie: ART TAS UX Ut 
Arjuna, the wielder ot the Gandiva bow, 
who was accompanying the Lord and was 
keen to oblige his friend and cousin, repulsed 
them even as they came discharging volleys 
of arrows at the Lord, just as a lion would 
drive away small beasts before it. (54) 


uR shee Acta! 
A ASTANA wT GARA: Wee I 


Reaching Dwaraka with the bride, Satya 
and the dowry, Lord Sri Krsna, Son of 
Devaki, the foremost of the Yadus, delightfully 
spent His time with the bride. (55) 


gi: Gat AÀ AA: | 
Jri arghdat pan: Pea TSA: 1 4A N 


Sri Krsna next married Bhadra, a 
princess of Kekaya, daughter of His father’s 
sister, Srutakirti', offered to Him by her 
brothers, the foremost of whom was 
Santardana. (56) 
gai a nafac carats | 
mai maa: u gaoi: gera N uo n 

He further carried away single-handed, 
in an assemblage called for self-selection of 
a husband, Laksmana, daughter of the then 
ruler of the Madra territory, virtuous and 
endowed with auspicious marks, even as 
Garuda, the king of birds, snatched away 
the jar of nectar from (Indra’s) paradise.(57) 


areata Ara: POAT ASAT: | 
i grat APA eee STS a MAT: UG? N 


There were other such consorts of Sri 
Krsna, all good-looking and numbering 
thousands (sixteen thousand) rescued from 
the captivity of Bhaumasura*—(the son of 
Mother Earth) after killing him. (58) 


sfx GE Ferg WEA GRI Teh) SRIF 
ACARA MNCTARTTRS ATA: I 4c I 


Thus ends the fifty-eighth discourse entitled “Sri Krşņa’s marriage with 
the rest of His eight principal spouses”, in the latter half of Book 
Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise 
known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— a 


1. Vide IX xxiv. 30 


2. The demon was born of Mother Earth through her touch with the Lord manifested as the divine 
Boar at the time of His lifting her up from the depths of the ocean (vide Ill. xiii. 31). Mother Earth herself 
acknowledges this in the Visnu-Purana when she says: 


TSAR MI TMT Yara | aaa: TA AA Ul 


staats: 


Discourse LIX 


The Lord snatches away (by force) a Pārijāta tree from Indra’s paradise 
and kills the demon Naraka (the son of Mother Earth). 


aiara 

aot A amaa A A a aT: aa: | 
mea maaa facet ETEA: etl 

King Pariksit submitted: Be pleased 
to recount the aforesaid exploit of Sri Krsna, 
the Wielder of the Sarnga bow—how the 
demon Naraka, son of Mother Earth, was 
made short work of by the Lord and 
wherefore the aforementioned damsels were 
kept in bondage by the former. (1) 


MYA FAT 
FA FoM AHSCT 
amien maA AAT 
ma mwee: mR aN RN 
Aigi: sagittata 
qaa: ada TAN RN 


Śrī Śuka replied : Having been apprised 
of the nefarious activities of the demon 
Naraka, son of Mother Earth, by Indra, 
whose umbrella’ (one of the insignia of 
sovereignty) had been snatched away by 
the demon, nay, whose mother, Aditi, had 
been robbed by him of her ear-rings and 
who had been evicted by the same demon 
from the summit called Maniparvata of 
Mount Mandara, the mountain of the gods, 
the Lord rode on His carrier, Garuda, the 


king of birds, alongwith His favourite spouse, 
Satyabhama? and flew to Pragjyotisapura 
(the capital of Naraka and the premier town 
of Pragjyotisa, now identified with Assam), 
fortified, as it was, on all sides with ramparts 
of mountains and weapons such as 
artillery, nay, rendered difficult of access 
due to its belts of water, fire and wind, and 
encircled with myriads of dreadful and strong 
snares laid here and there by the demon 
Mura, an associate and follower of Naraka. 

(1—3) 


mn Afad ragi aah: | 
ROT s A A REAT Ut N 
Sri Krsna, the Wielder of a mace, 
shattered down the ramparts of mountains 
with His mace, known by the name of 
Kaumodakī, the fortifications of weapons 
with His shafts, the belts of fire, water and 
wind with His discus, Sudarśana, and the 
snares laid by Mura with His sword. (4) 


mp want eat waaay! 
Went teat qeat AAA water: N i 
He blew down the engines fixed on the 
ramparts and broke down the hearts of the 
gallant defenders with the blasts of His 
famous conch, Paficajanya, and the 
fortification wall with His massive mace. (5) 


1. The demon had snatched away, as a matter of fact, the umbrella of Indra’s own brother Varuna 
(the guardian of the western quarter and the god of water) and not his own (vide verse 23 of Discourse 
LIX). But, as the head and overlord of all the Lokapalas and the ruler of all the three worlds, he (Indra) 
deemed this as an encroachment upon his own sovereign rights and a direct affront to himself and hence 


considered himself deprived of his own umbrella. 


2. The Lord had conferred a boon on Mother Earth saying that He would not take the life of her son 
Naraka without her consent. And Satyabhama being an incarnation of Mother Earth, the Lord took her with 
Him in order to secure her consent before killing the demon. Again, it is mentioned in the scriptures that Indra 
complained to the Lord about the behaviour of the demon and sought redress of his grievances while He 
was staying in the palace of Satyabhama. Hence He took her just for her diversion. 
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USAT sar BTA TOTA | 
AL: Wa See Sea: WHAT HET S N 
Hearing the twang of Paficajanya, terrific 
as the clap of thunder, heard at the end of 
a Kalpa (marking the dissolution of the 
universe), the five-headed demon Mura rose 
from under the water of the moat, where he 
had been lying asleep. (6) 


Lifting up his trident, the terrible demon, 
who shone like the sun and fire appearing 
at the end of a Kalpa and as such was 
difficult to gaze at, darted at the Lord, even 
as a serpent would rush at Garuda, son of 
the sage, Kasyapa, devouring as it were all 
the three worlds with his five gaping mouths. 

(7) 
aa yi ate Tea 
fre aAa a tafi: | 
a Veet udasi Ha- 
ELE CE ELEG TATALI UT, IKA 


Brandishing his trident and hurling it with 
force at Garuda, the demon roared with all 
his five mouths. Filling the horizon and the 
atmosphere as well as all the four quarters, 
the great roar covered the entire cosmos. (8) 


Wey i att PNE, 
aA Tet Bish SIT gA N g N 
By a pair of shafts discharged with 
great vigour, Sri Krsna split into three the 
trident even as it came flying at Garuda and 
struck in return his wide open mouths with 
more shafts. Mura too hurled his mace in 
indignation at Sri Krsna. (9) 


amaa maam Tet yà 
Tenet Aae meea 


EpL] area rettardt stata: 
forifa akn Bae AAT I 20 N 


With His own mace Sri Krsna (elder 
Brother of Gada) split into thousands of 
splinters the said mace even as it came 
flying on the battle-field. Nay, the invincible 
Lord lopped off in mere sport with His 
discus all the five heads of the demon as 
he rushed at Him, lifting up his arms. (10) 


weer: «wet freee: 
VIDIC EIEE REE HAET: UL 
With his heads severed the demon fell 
lifeless into the water like a mountain whose 
crest had been sundered by the might of 
Indra. His seven sons, distressed as they 
were at the death of their father, and impatient 
to take vengeance, stood fully prepared to 
give battle. (11) 
adsaRa: sa farag- 
Agina HAA: | 
wid yea my yà 
Aa Fer JATEN: M gR N 
Urged on to an encounter by the demon 
Naraka, the son of Mother Earth, and placing 
Pitha, their generalissimo, at the head, 
Tamra, Antariksa, Sravana, Vibhavasu, Vasu, 
Nabhasvan and Aruna, the seventh, sallied 
forth equipped with arms. (12) 


Sues 


Coming up, fierce through rage, they 
hurled shafts, swords, maces, javelins, 
spears and pikes at the invincible Lord. 
Lord Sri Krsna of unfailing prowess, however, 
so the tradition goes, cut down with His 
own shafts the whole body of arms into 
pieces as small as the sesamum seed. (13) 
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mia giver aaam- 


Aera He praa Br FAT: 1 Yee N 

The Lord sent them all, Pitha and others, 

to the abode of Death,* their heads, thighs, 
arms, feet and armours having been lopped 
off or split open. Enraged to see from the 
top of the fortress the generals of his army 
having been killed by the discus, Sudarśana, 
and arrows of Śrī Krsna, the immortal Lord, 
the demon Naraka, son of Mother Earth, 
rushed forth with an army of sea-born 
elephants (whose descent was traceable 
from Airavata, the king of elephants, the 
carrier of Indra). Perceiving Sri Krsna with 
His spouse, Satyabhama, mounted on 
Garuda, the king of birds, like a cloud 
united with lightning and appearing above 
the sun, Naraka hurled at Him the javelin 
known by the name of Sataghni; nay, all his 
warriors too hit Him all at once. (14-15) 


We dest war Terai 
fafecrarsiffera: fereirga: | 
TER Waa EMAG Ve Il 

With His sharp arrows endowed with 
peculiar wings Lord Sri Krsna, elder Brother 
of Gada, forthwith hit the troops of Naraka 
in such a way as to lop off their arms, 


thighs and necks, and mangle their bodies 
and kill their horses and elephants. (16) 


mA aa: uga eare GAGE | 
giera: Ahana: 11 go N 
Sea: gaa ugma A Ws | 
Teta FAREA: 1 gN 
qaaa A JAg | 
qea aaa Hat Te Sttiad THAN g N 
Borne by Garuda, who was striking down 
elephants with his wings all the way, Srī 
Krsna with His sharp arrows, three for one, 
cut down (a few minutes later), O jewel 
among the Kurus, all the weapons and 
missiles that were employed by the hostile 
warriors against Him before their death. 
Being struck by Garuda with his bill, wings 
and claws, the elephants of the enemy in 
their distress retreated into their city, 
Pragjyotisapura, itself. Seeing his army put 
to flight when assailed by Garuda, the demon 
Naraka fought on all alone. (17—19) 
a vila: Were aa: Ufsedt aa: | 
Weed ca fat mgA sa fea: 2011 
The son of Mother Earth, Naraka, hit 
Garuda with the same javelin by which the 
very thunderbolt of Indra had been thwarted. 
Though pierced by it, Garuda did not budge 


any more than an elephant would when 
struck with a garland. (20) 


Wei Asa eared feravirem: | 
GLESNI qda THe fort Be: | 
AUTRE TT AHI ahr i 22 11 
His attempt having proved futile, Naraka, 
son of Mother Earth, picked up a pike with 
intent to strike at Sri Krsna. But before he 
could discharge it, Sti Krsna with His discus 
‘Sudarsana’, which was keen- -edged as a 


razor, lopped up the head of Naraka, who 
rode on an elephant. (21) 


ugusi aretenttesyaut 
at yii ufad aySaet | 


* The use of the compound word @aetaq in this context is intended simply to convey that the Lord made 
Short work of them. Obviously those who died at the hands of the Lord could not be expected to have gone to 
the abode of Yama. They must have attained absorption into the Lord by virtue of that unique privilege. 
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aefa maqa: QIT 
mAipe fama FTR N 


Fallen on the ground, Naraka’s head, 
which was adorned with a pair of ear-rings 
and a lovely diadem, shone most resplendent. 
“Oh, what a pity!” cried his people and 
“Bravo!” exclaimed the seers; while the 
chiefs of gods extolled Sri Krsna, the 
Bestower of Liberation, covering Him with a 
shower of flowers. (22) 


aya y PUTT GISA 
YASS ART ATHTEaT 


Wasa aT aT 
Wadd want MEMAN 23 N 
Approaching Sri Krsna, Goddess Earth, 
the mother of Naraka, delivered to Him a 
pair of ear-rings belonging to Aditi, mother 
of the gods, brilliant with jewels chased in 
purest gold, alongwith a garland of sylvan 
flowers accompanied by a Vaijayanti, a 
garland of valuable flowers interspersed with 
jewels, as well as the umbrella belonging to 
Varuna, the god of water and the guardian 
of the western quarter, and the crest of 
Mount Mandara, known by the name of 
Mahamani or Maniparvata (so-called 
because of its abounding in precious gems). 


(23) 
aeititer fardi tat hafa 
yraa: WOTAT TSP APH AATAT FELT N RY N 


Bending low in humility with joined palms, 
and with a mind full of devotion, goddess 
Earth then glorified as follows Sri Krsna, the 
Lord of the universe, who is worshipped 
even by the foremost of gods, O king ! (24) 


PCA 
WA AN NEARTAN 
UA SATA A TASR À N RY Ul 


Earth prayed: “Hail to You, O Ruler of 
the very gods of god, O Wielder of a conch, 


discus and mace ! O Inner Controller of the 
gods and other beings, my salutations be to 
You, who have assumed this form in 
deference to the wishes of Your devotees, 
(25) 

7a: UAA TA: uga | 
mW: gA A EMNET N 26 1 
“Hail to You, who have a lotus sprung 
from Your navel! Hail to You, who are 
adorned with a garland of lotuses !! Hail to 
You, the lotus-eyed One !!! Hail to You, who 
are possessed of lotus-like feet !!! (26) 


aa maa q agaa AA | 
yena yA À TA: N Vo 


“Salutations to You, who are no other 
than Lord Visnu, though appearing as a son 
of Vasudeva! Salutations to You, who are 
anterior* to all evolutes, the Cause even of 
Prakrti, the source of the entire creation, 
the Embodiment of perfect Knowledge. 

(27) 
ag ARASA AUST | 


TATA YAMA UTA AST A N VS N 
“Hail to You, the birthless Creator of 
this objective universe, the Absolute, 
possessed of endless potencies! My 
salutation be to You, O Inner Controller of 
the great and the small, O Lord, who are 
one with the five gross elements, O Supreme 
Spirit ! (28) 
a a faa TH sere Tit 
aa mam fetia: | 
wa Ud wet wired 
Sale: Vat BRAT MATT T: 13S U! 
“When inclined to create, O Lord, it is 
You who assume vehement Rajoguna and 
appear as Brahma; for the dissolution of 
the universe You assume gross Tamoguna 
and appear in the form of Rudra, the god of 
destruction; and for the continuance of the 


* The Sruti says: Yatarefterafafa aq ger yea! 
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world You assume abundant, ‘Sattvaguna’, 
though remaining ever unobscured by these 
Gunas, O Lord of the universe ! Nay, You 
alone are the Time-Spirit, primordial Matter 
and Spirit, too, and yet distinct from them. 


(29) 


watts wrest YA: N 3o 


“Myself (Earth), water, fire and air, ether, 
the five objects of the senses, viz., sound, 
touch, colour, taste and smell, the gods 
presiding over the Indriyas etc., the mind, 
the ten Indriyas (the five senses and the 
five organs of action), the ego, the Mahat- 
tattva (the principle of cosmic intelligence), 
nay, the entire mobile and immobile 
creation—all this, O Lord, is a mere phantom 


appearing in You, who are really one without 
a second. 


(30) 
qaes dat wate 
ata: wea: | 
a H ge ie, 
TESST 


“This son, Bhagadatta, of Naraka, afraid 
as he is, has accordingly been brought by 
me to (the soles of) Your lotus feet, O 
Reliever of the distress of those fallen at 
Your feet ! Therefore, protect him and place 
on his head Your lotus palm, which destroys 
all sin.” (31) 


RJE TAIT 
Stet yen arteries sara | 
Sra wrens mA Meee AT 3R? N 


Sri Suka continued: Entreated in these 
words by Goddess Earth, bent low with 
devotion, and vouchsafing security to 
Naraka’s son, Sri Krsna entered the palace 
of Naraka (son of Mother Earth), full of all 
kinds of riches (luxuries). (32) 


at WHIM Tee | 
waren fae eat cast gR: 133 1 
There Sri Krsna saw sixteen thousand 
(and one hundred*) Ksatriya maidens 
snatched away by Naraka from the 
gynaeceum of kings as well as of gods, 
Siddhas and demons after showing valour. 
(33) 
a Ula Porat dea nA fafa: | 
wet afarseiee utd carrera 3x i 
Fascinated to behold that hero among 
men, who had now entered the women’s 
apartments, the damsels mentally chose 
Him for their beloved spouse, ushered into 
their presence by a benign providence. 
(34) 
War Ura mg ear ERGELE | 
gfe Gat: erag swt AT Sees ST 1 BG 1 
_ They all severally set their heart on 
Sri Krsna with the Prayer, “May He be my 
husband and may Providence approve of 
this.” (35) 
TT: me nai gge: | 
ATTA NEA FATT EA I 3g N 
Aegna aien: | 
WIV aga aaa Seva: 11 319 


Sri Krsna sent them all in closed 
palanquins to Dwaraka, now that they had 


* We read in the Visnu-Purana as follows : 


iai ia a oan \ ECG: Cae 
eat 8 Hart a \ a zà amn TEA Ul 
“Having brought by force, O Krsna (who are supplicated by all men) ! daughters of gods, Siddhas and 


Asuras as well as of (human) kings (rulers of men), that demon (Naraka) detained them in his (own) palace. 
x x x Sri Krsna of incomparable prowess saw in his gynaeceum, O high-minded one, sixteen thousand 


and one hundred maidens.” 


(V.xxix. 9,31) 
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been duly bathed and neatly dressed, and 
also sent with them valuable treasures, 
chariots, horses and abundant wealth, as 
well as sixty-four swift-footed white elephants 
descended from Airavata, the king of 
elephants and the carrier of Indra, and 
endowed with four tusks. (36-37) 


TT HVA RÀ U HTS | 
yhaa A RAN a Aya: Be N 


Flying thence to the abode of Indra, the 
ruler of the gods, the Lord made over to 
Aditi, Indra’s mother, her pair of ear-rings 
recovered from the possession of Naraka, 
by whom they had been snatched away by 
force, as well as the umbrella of Varuna to 
Indra, and was worshipped, in return, 
alongwith His beloved spouse, Satyabhama, 


by the said king of immortals, Indra, 
accompanied by his consort. (38) 
ARA miae urftard wrecatea | 


II Vary fargqery Misra TELM Be N 


Urged on by His consort, He pulled up 
a Parijata tree from the garden of Indra 
and, placing it on the back of Garuda and 
vanquishing the gods, Indra and all, who 
opposed Him, He brought it down* to His 
own capital, Dwaraka. (39) 


Tt: AAMT TREATS: | 
AANT: CAML ALTA AACTALET: It Yo N 


It was planted to adorn the pleasure- 
garden attached to Satyabhama’s mansion. 
Hankering after its delicious fragrance and 
honey, bees followed it all the way from 
heaven. (40) 
ama ma riene: 


WÀ QAE | 
fasta a aà me- 
Fal goi St aA RETTA% UI 


Bowing low with reverence and touching 


His feet with the corners of his diadem 
Indra had formerly sought from Śri Krsna 
the immortal Lord, the accomplishment of 
his purpose, viz., the recovery of his mother’s 
ear-rings and the umbrella of Varuna from 
Naraka. Once, however, he had his purpose 
accomplished, he fought with Him, though 
wise. Oh, the ignorance even of the gods, 
who are predominantly Sattvika in character! 
Accursed is opulence. (41) 


AA Ted RREA AANS a: Fra: | 
Barat MAATASA: 11 42 1) 


Assuming as many semblances as 
the brides, and remaining undiminished 
(integral), the almighty Lord espoused 
with due ceremony all those damsels in 
different mansions at one and the same 
time. (42) 


eana R: | 
Xe Rfs waa 
BART «= WMecHafereniyar ll X3 II 
Remaining constantly and simultaneously 
present in their mansions, which were not 
only unsurpassed but were beyond all 
comparison in point of abundance of luxuries, 
Sri Krsna, who wrought inconceivable things 
and was perfect in His own blissfulness, 
sported with those part manifestations of 
Goddess Rama like an ordinary mortal, 
scrupulously performing all the duties of a 
householder. (43) 
za marmara ute Raae 
menas + fag: wai retary | 
PATA ATCT: US II 


Having thus secured for their husband 
the very Spouse of Rama, whose ways (the 
path leading to whom) even Brahma, the 


* We have already seen in verse 55 of Discourse L that Indra himself sent a Parijata tree to pe 
even when the city was built. But it was planted elsewhere, away from the mansion of Satyabhama, w 


wanted to have one just beside her palace. 
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creator, and others are unable to make out, 
the aforesaid ladies waited upon Him with 
incessantly increasing joy, greeting Him with 
glances accompanied by loving smiles in 
their ever fresh meeting with the Lord, marked 
by exchange of jokes and bashfulness. 
(44) 


aa AA: l 
ETAP ISLET ESE IRAE D 
aiia safe afg: MTEL Xe UI 


Though attended by hundreds of servant- 


maids, they rendered (personal) service to 
the almighty Lord by going forth to meet 
Him when He called at their door, offering 
Him an exalted seat and excellent articles 
of worship, laving His feet, presenting betel 
leaves seasoned with catechu, lime areca- 
nut parings, cloves and cardamom seeds 
etc., relieving His fatigue by kneading His 
feet etc., fanning Him, daubing Him with 
sandal-paste and decking Him with garlands 
in the hot weather, dressing His hair, 
arranging His bed, bathing Him and serving 
Him with refreshments etc. (45) 


IRMIERORFAN NÄPIT ETAS ATT: | 48 N 


Thus ends the fifty-ninth discourse entitled “The Lord snatches away (by force) a 
Parijata tree from Indra’s paradise and makes short work of Naraka,” in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhaégavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


sta uftanitseara: 


Discourse LX 
A dialogue between Sri Krsna and Rukmini 


aye ITA 
aieiaa ganii adore TER 
Ud where Set aera aah: el 
Sri Suka began again: On a certain 
night Rukmini, the daughter of king Bhismaka, 
accompanied by her female companions, 
was serving with a fan her divine Spouse, 
Lord Sri Krsna, the Father and Illuminator of 
the world, who was comfortably seated on 
her (own) bed. (1) 
mAai fara qaercsradtyar: | 
a fe Ora: TAG Aa ACE: N R N 
The same birthless Lord who creates, 


sustains and destroys the universe by way 
of sport was born in the race of Yadu for 


maintaining the moral standards set up by 
Himself. (2) 


akami maaa 
ahi aa AAN N 
neama: Apena: | 
meea yest ANASA: N X N 
ELEELE BLEN LE MLC LEALL \ 
Ae IS Wrereafareta: ng 
waar yt wis afr 
sare Garett ma ofa su 
Rukmini waited upon her Spouse, the 
suzerain Lord of the universe, who was 


comfortably seated on a superb cushion, 
white as the foam of milk, mounted on a 
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couch, O king! within that well-known 
inner apartment of Rukmini’s palace— 
whose beauty was heightened by a canopy 
fringed with brilliant pearl-strings hanging 
from it, by gems serving as lights, by flowers 
and garlands of jasmines resonant with the 
humming of black bees, and by silvery rays 
of the moon that had penetrated into it 
through eye-holes of latticed windows—nay, 
which was fanned by breezes blowing 
through the garden attached to it and 
laden with the fragrance of Parijata trees 
figuring in it, and scented with fumes rising 
from burning aloe-wood and escaping 
through the aforementioned eye-holes. 
(3—6) 

amena eai MARTTA 
a dad tat saah FIAM O N 
Taking from the hand of a female 
companion the chowrie provided with a 
handle of jewels, the glorious lady rendered 
service to the Lord, fanning Him with it. (7) 


aa Aaaa a TAA N G N 


Holding the handle of the fan in her 
hand adorned with rings and bangles and 
making music by her anklets made of gems 
beside the infallible Lord, she looked most 
charming with the splendour of her pearl 
necklace—reddened by the saffron painted 
on her breasts covered by the end of her 
sari—and with her girdle of unsurpassed 
value worn about her hips. (8) 


Whe: Bates S- 
AeA TAT STATE N e N 


Delighted to see her, the beautiful Laksmi 
Herself, who was exclusively devoted to 
Him, and had assumed a form matching 


with Sri Krsna’s—who had sportfully taken 
a human semblance—nay, on whose 
countenance, embellished by locks, ear- 
rings and a neck adorned with a gold 
necklace, shone a nectarine smile, Sri Krsna, 
who captivates the heart of all, spoke 
smilingly as follows: (9) 


MATA TUT 
tragic ytra: | 
mamà: sits Kitar ART: N Ro 


The glorious Lord said: “Princess ! 
you were sought after by kings, who vied in 
wealth with the lords of the spheres, wielded 
great influence, were endowed with splendour 
and distinguished for their comeliness, 
magnanimity and bodily strength. (10) 


ATCA APSA facet STAT PASTA | 
SA WAT Pata SI HATA ATASTAT 2? 1 


“Leaving them all, the king of Cedi etc.— 
who were all love-intoxicated and had called 
at your door as suitors and to whom you 
had been affianced by your brother and 
father—how did you choose for your 
husband me, who is no match for you. (11) 


Teva fara: FY: AIR PRU Tar | 
aerate: PAA WaT TTT g? 
“Afraid of kings, O beautiful one, 
ourselves have sought refuge in the ocean, 
have entered into enmity with the strong 
and have well-nigh relinquished the royal 
throne. (12) 
amea YARINA 
ankea: vai gy: Wa: afa AT: N R3 N 
“O lovely one ! generally those women 
suffer, who follow the track of men whose 
ways are not clear and who are treading 
the paths unrecognized by the world. (13) 


Riro ai yga ARANT: | 
maA A ESM A Ae EAA Ul Y I 


“We are penniless and are ever loved 
by the poor. Therefore, O lady of slender 


Dis. 60] 


waist, the well-to-do, as a matter of fact, do 
not generally resort to Me. (14) 
mane far sivaatefasta: | 
maA Hat ATTEN: APA gh N 
“Marriage and friendship should be 
contracted between those two, who are 
equal to each other in wealth, birth, sovereignty, 
exterior and future prospects, and never 
between a superior and an inferior. (15) 
aeeidefaata end gN 
gen are pie ag: yen HAT N gE N 
“O princess of Vidarbha ! ignoring these 
facts due to your short-sightedness, you 
wrongly selected for a husband me, who, 


though praised for nothing by beggars, is 
really devoid of merits. (16) 


AMAMISTAt À a ATT 

A ATTA: AM SAA a AÀ N gO N 
“Even now choose you an eminent 

Ksatriya who is a match for you. Through 

him shall you find the desires of your heart 

fulfilled both here and hereafter. (17) 


Jarena TO: | 
au fguha ae watt A AAT: 11 g N 


“Kings like Śiśupāla, the ruler of Cedi, 
Śālva, Jarāsandha and Dantavaktra, nay, 
your own elder brother, Rukmi, too bear 
enmity towards me, O handsome lady ! 


(18) 

i Aerei ga ATÀ 
aia war ws ASERTATA N 2R N 
“It was in order to curb the pride of 
those haughty kings, who had grown blind 
under the intoxication of their might that you 
were brought by Me, the eclipser of the 
wicked, O auspicious one ! (19) 


Sanit aa TH a e TERT: | 
aas Yt ARRAT: U Ro N 
“Having no desire for women, progeny 


and wealth, we are really indifferent to the 
world, remain steeped in a sense of fullness 
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through Self-Realization, are unattached to 
home or the body and doing no work remain 
as a witness only like a light.” (20) 


RJE IIA 
WHIT WTA aea E | 
Paseo, SA SUA 28 N 


Sri Suka resumed: Having spoken this 
much to Rukmini, who looked upon herself 
by virtue of her constant presence by His 
side as His most beloved wife, the Lord, 
who sought to uproot her pride, became 
silent. (21) 


zi 


Remi goi aad STA TU RRN 
Hearing, then, these unwelcome words— 
such as had been never heard before—of 
her beloved Husband, the Lord of the three 
worlds, the glorious lady was struck with 
terror and, shuddering at heart and shedding 
tears, she was actually plunged into endless 
grief. (22) 


magg: SAH N 23 N 

With her speech choked with excessive 
anguish she stood there scratching the 
ground with her tender feet gleaming red 
due to its ruddy nails, soaking both the 
breasts—painted with saffron by her tears, 
rendered black through collyrium and with 
her face cast down. (23) 


Ten: Ge aaa fares 
Teraa Set WaT! 
eee faacrafira: PAA A, 
wile arafaea uai Ser R% 11 


Severe agony, fear and grief had so 
obliterated her reason that the fan dropped 
from her hand which shrivelling immediately 
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allowed the bracelets to slip off. The body 
too of that lady, who had lost control over 
her mind, swooning suddenly, fell down with 
dishevelled hair like a banana tree uprooted 
by the wind. (24) 


AS TSAT MTA PON: HATA: QATA | 
IENAAT: HSU: ASAHI 2X Il 


Seeing His beloved spouse, who had 
failed to grasp the deep subtlety of His 
humour, bound to Him with such a tie of 
affection, that merciful and glorious Lord Sri 
Krsna was moved with pity. (25) 
WagTeaT SMA area amas: | 
SHV AAR Ages US AÀA N RA N 

Quickly stepping down from the couch 


and lifting her up, the four-armed Lord 
gathered up her locks and wiped her face 


with His lotus hand. (26) 
WAH AT EMT arsed Bert 
SYA AAT UAT ATA AAT R9 Ul 
PRATT Ua: HITT FAUT WY: | 


weaifewateramacel Fat Aes: Wee Ul 
Wiping her tearful eyes and breasts 
soiled with tears of grief and folding in His 
arms the virtuous lady, who was single- 
heartedly attached to Him, O king, the Lord, 
who is the resort of the righteous and knew 
how to console, comforted His distressed 
consort, who was confounded in mind by 
the severity of the joke and was undeserving 
of it. (27-28) 
MATATAAT 
AT AT AeA AAMT SATA CAT HOTAT I 
Aga: STH ASSAR Ul RS Ut 
qa a meinegi 
aaee YAPATA 3O Il 
The glorious Lord said: “O daughter 
of the King of Vidarbha, no, do not be angry 
with Me. | know you are devoted to Me. | 


behaved jestingly with you, O beautiful lady, 
only with intent to hear your retort and to 


behold your countenance with the lips 
quivering due to resentment through love, 
with the corners of the eyes growing red 
while darting glances, and with the beautiful 
line of eyebrows knit together. (29-30) 


ara fe wet cet Fay Weary! 
gaia ara: a site afar 32 


“O lady marked with fear and frown! 
to the householders engrossed in their 
household duties this indeed is the greatest 
gain that they pass a few moments in pastimes 
in the company of their beloved.” (31) 


RIJE TAIT 

aa wad ws dee Ream | 
ma aaah freer Tet i 32 N 

Sri Suka went on: Rukmini, the daughter 
of the King of Vidarbha, O king, on being 
thus amply comforted by the Lord, realized 
His utterance to be a joke and gave up the 
fear of being abandoned by her Darling. (32) 
ae wea Cet ated waar | 
adieentefarferena4rgt UNA U 33 M 

Gazing on the Lords face with 
affectionate glances graced by a bashful 
smile, she spoke thus to the greatest among 
men, O scion of Bharata ! (33) 


MRTOT ATA 
EE GL GEEAE EAI LR EL 


Ae à ua maA segi AA: | 
m AnA aiT: 
ware pupe N 3% 


Rukmini said: “Of course, it is, as You 
said, O lotus-eyed Lord, that | am surely 
unlike You, the glorious one, possessed of 
infinite qualities. What comparison is there 
between You, the glorious Lord of the three 
principal deities (Brahma, Visnu and Siva) 
and established in Your own greatness, 
and myself, the primordial Nature comprised 
of the three Gunas and one whose feet are 
held by the ignorant ! (34) 
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aa a TRA SERA: 

Ba AAR SUANTA IAT N 
fret aaa: pafar 

adak u fagi TASAN 3y 


“True it is that You sleep in the ocean of 
the devotee’s heart as if afraid of the three 
Gunas, O Lord of wide strides, who are 
pure Consciousness, the Self. You are ever 
at loggerheads with the wicked senses and 
even Your servants kick aside such a dark 
and gloomy thing as kingship. (35) 

3 Tai 

amigi qag gie 
PrE aG LELEI EES 

yid sy A TAN 3S 


“The ways even of sages, fond of the 
honey of Your lotus-feet, are obscure and 
hence surely incomprehensible by beasts 
among men. For, when the doings of even 
those who follow You are as though 
supernatural, those of the Almighty Lord in 
You must be much more so. (36) 
Rre aaa ae ste fhe 

TÀ afet aferysinsht BTN: | 
war Paar aI SAREAT: 

West rary aR A IST TAT NBO I 

“Certainly You—to whom even Brahma 
and others, who accept offerings from others, 
bear offerings—are Akificana (not in the 
sense that You own nothing but) because 
there is nothing other than You. Those 
blinded by wealth and engaged in gratifying 
their senses do not know You, who steal 
away the hours of their life. You are the 
most beloved of those Brahma and others, 
who enjoy the respect of others, and vice 
versa. (37) 


a à megea: weer 
agro yaaa agaa erry! 
war fast agfa vad: UAT: 
Ga: aara waa: gag: Ra 1 32 1 
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Indeed You are the embodiment of every 
recognized object of human pursuit, a 
personification of absolute joy, seeking which 
the wise give up everything. Their contact 
with You is most deserved, but not so of 
the man and woman who are attached one 
to the other and, therefore, subject to 
pleasure and pain. (38) 


wa CIGI 


STEMS SHELA mA A TATA | 
feet vaqya sAn- 
AMMA SAMA HUA GASA ll BF N 


“You have been elected by me as my 
husband, knowing that Your glory has been 
sung by sages, who have renounced the 
rod, and that You are the Soul of the 
universe and are ready to bestow Your very 
self on Your devotees, and rejecting even 
Brahma, the lotus-born, and the rulers of 
heaven, Indra and others, whose fortune 
and blessings are dashed to the ground by 
the force of Time as propelled by a mere 
play of Your eyebrows, others (Sisupala 
and so on) being of no account. (39) 
Wet TATA West AEG OT 

fasten gigas West Ut ea 
feet amaai agp at 

eat WaT Agate yU WTA: N Xo N 

“Your plea that You resorted to the sea 
out of fear of the kings has no meaning, O 
elder Brother of Gada; for, by the mere 
twang of the Sarnga bow you put them to 
flight and carried away myself, Your share, 
O Lord, even as a lion drives away other 
animals and appropriates its prey. (40) 


agoa FATA pA- 


Maha Asqad a gaa: fa xe N 
“The foremost of kings like Anga, Prthu, 


the son of Vena, Bharata, born of Jayanti, 
the spouse of Lord Rsabhadeva, Yayati, 


418 «x SRIMAD BHAGAVATA = 


[Dis. 60 


(the son of Nahusa, Gaya and others retired 
to the forest renouncing their undisputed 
sovereignty in quest of You, O Lord of lotus 
eyes. Did they suffer because they sought 
Your feet here? (41) 
ward sat da MAT- 

mwa mai | aaah 
mead afar WNT 

eat | adresaneifaternefte: 11% UI 

“O Lord, the abode of virtues! the 
fragrance of Your lotus-feet grants freedom 
from transmigration to the people, is the 
resort of Laksmi and has been extolled by 
men of wisdom. What mortal woman with a 
clear insight into the real purpose of life, 
who has once smelt it, would dare ignore it 
and seek another who is ever subject to 
grave fears of senility and death etc.? (42) 
i anem meN- 

mA A Wa A PARNA 
waa agni gaa 

at à waaquarerqarart: 83 

“I have sought as my befitting partner 
You, who are the suzerain lord of the 
universe, nay, my own Self and the granter 
of all desired boons both here as well as 
hereafter. May Your feet, which seek him 
who worships You and release him from 
the deceptive cycle of births and deaths, 
prove to be an asylum to me, who have 


been wandering through repeated births. 
(43) 


qaam gefaang i xx ul 


“O infallible One, O Destroyer of foes, 
let the kings, Śiśupāla and others, named 


by You, be the choice of that woman into 
whose ears has not entered a lay pertaining 
to You and sung in the courts of Siva and 
Brahmā. Within their homes those kings 
behave towards the ladies like a donkey, an 
ox, a dog, a cat or a slave. (44) 


Spahia- 


Wawa aA aea 

w à uana N Ve UI 

“This human body, the interior of which 
contains nothing but flesh, bones, blood, 
worms, excreta, phlegm, bile and wind, is 
covered with skin, moustaches, nails and 
hair on the body and head, is a living 
corpse. That stupid woman alone serves 
such a body as a husband, who has never 


enjoyed the fragrance of Your lotus feet. 
(45) 


ARTANA AA À BOTT 
ae tree ofa arta: | 
ade gga saris 
mÀ Ag FA: WART I ¥E Ul 


“I wish to burn with love for Your feet, O 
lotus-eyed One, who delight in Your own 
self and do not see anything extraordinary 
in me! When for the advancement of this 
world You cast Your glance on me as 
Prakrti, assuming a superabundance of 
Rajas, that alone constitutes, as a matter of 
fact, an act of supreme grace on me. (46) 


Aarts À adel AAT 
SATA Fa FE Wa: HAT: ATS UA: FAP AT It V9 Ul 
“When You ask me to choose another 
partner even now, O slayer of the demon 
Madhu, | do not regard Your words as 
without meaning, for sometimes, surely 
enough, there are girls who like Amba*, the 


* We are told in the Mahabharata how the three daughters of the then king of Kasi were conquered 


in an open contest by Bhisma for the sake of his cousins, Citrangada and Vicitravirya, and how Am 
eldest of them, who had set her heart upon Salva, was, when she opened her mind before Bhisma, a 


by the latter to seek the company of Salva. 


ba, the 
lowed 
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daughter of the celebrated king of Kasi, 
cherish love for somebody else than 
the one by whom they have been won. 


(47) 

SATAY Gre TTS AA eh TAT | 
gAs 4 faryerd ct faves: 1x2 N 
“The mind of a woman of easy virtue, 
though married, is always attracted towards 
a new person. A wise man should not, 
therefore, maintain such an unchaste woman; 


for by doing so he falls both here and 
hereafter. (48) 


MSA ER ToT UST nefa | 
aA Gears we aq wea feu we ii 


The glorious Lord replied: “O virtuous 
lady ! it was with intent to hear you speak in 
this strain, O princess, that you were 
subjected to a joke by Me. In fact, the 
interpretation you have put on My words is 
wholly and literally true. (49) 


ALA TTS HT TTA UTE 
Ube ATTA AS Re AT PART th Go N 


“Whatever blessings you seek from Me 
are undoubtedly ever possessed by you, 
who are solely devoted to Me, O blessed 
one ! And blessings sought from Me lead to 
freedom from desires, i.e., Liberation. (50) 


smi ula maa a AÀ 
aAa T eran ET N ug M 


“O faultless one, | have come to know 
your love and fidelity to Me. For, though | 
tried to shake you by My words, your mind 
Could not be estranged from Me. (51) 


att asta eget aoe aaa | 
RMT Scag Asal AA ATTA NG? N 


“They who propitiate Me, the Bestower 
of Liberation, for conjugal pleasures through 
austerities and vows have given their heart 
to sensuous enjoyments and are deluded 
by Maya. (52) 


aT wa ofr 
anata a ame wa TARA 

a mama Fras à qori 
WAT ALA: PATA: 4S U 


“Having propitiated Me, the Source and 
Bestower of Liberation as well as of worldly 
riches, O proud lady, they who seek after 
the latter only are unfortunate, as a matter 
of fact, inasmuch as these can be obtained 
even in the lowest species of life, which are 
compared with hell. To such men, however, 
whose mind is given to the pleasures of 
sense even hell appears to be a pleasant 
resort. (53) 


uget QRT querer 

agent fepfasqe: fora: 14x 

“Well it is, O mistress of My household, 
that you have practised constant devotion 
to Me, which rids one of worldly bondage, 
and which is so very hard to practise for the 
wicked and more so for a deceitful woman 
reeking with unclean desires and given to 
sense-gratification only. (54) 


Went fat SUTARE N ut N 

“In the whole of My household | do not 
see a house-wife affectionate like yourself, 
O proud lady, who, ignoring all the kings 
assembled on the occasion of your marriage, 
sent a Brahmana carrying a confidential 
message to Me, of whom you had only 
heard good accounts and whom you had 
never personally known. (55) 


Jarat: erate ar ae RTA GE l 
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“You put up with the disfiguration of 
your brother vanquished in battle, nay, his 
death* too, at the hands of Balarama on the 
happy occasion of Aniruddha’s wedding in 
a tournament of dice-playing, and the grief 
repeatedly caused by the memory of these 
unpleasant incidents. You, however, never 
spoke a word about these things for fear of 
separation from Me. By this conduct of 
yours you have completely won Me over. 


(56) 
GRATIS SCT Alaa: 
peated ata Ferrata yaa, 


tat hea ganga 
Rea aaf ai URTETA: 1 49 N 
“A messenger was sent by you with a 
most judiciously-worded message in order 
to secure My hand. While | was tarrying, 
you looked upon this world, full of relatives 
and friends, as void and even sought to 
cast off this charming body of yours, which 


[Dis. 61 


you did not consider as worthy of anyone 
else. Let that unique love of yours stand to 
your credit. Unable to repay it, | only hail it 
with joy.” (57) 
we = ahadentsirarssnrdivar: | 
Tad Tra A mAh ASTA ae it 
Sri Suka continued: In this way the 
almighty Lord of the universe, though 
immersed in the Bliss of Self, sported with 
Laksmi in the form of Rukmini by indulging 
in amorous talks with her, imitating the 
ways of humanity. (58) 
aurararata faig yena 
anfterat iaa eia wale: 4e Ul 
So did the all-pervading Lord Sri Krsna, 
the Preceptor of the universe, sported 
simultaneously in the mansions of His other 
spouses too, discharging His household 
duties like a common householder. (59) 


POSITI TA ETRS ATT: I Go I 


Thus ends the sixtieth discourse entitled “A dialogue between Sri Krsna and Rukmini, 


in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


strma aANT Sea: 


Discourse LXI 


A description of the Lord’s progeny; Rukmi killed by 
Balarama during Aniruddha’s wedding 


aye sara 
TERNAN: PA TAL IM FATA: | 
antaman: 


who were in no way inferior to their Father 
in respect of all their mental and physical 


-wafaa n g n | Walitles. 0) 
Śri Suka began again: The aforesaid | VATI Aea waqsa RTA 


* Described later in verse 36 of Discourse LXI, though the incident presumably occurred earlier. 


| a 
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Perceiving Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord, 
not stirring out of their palaces but always 
present there, the princesses regarded 
themselves each as His most beloved 
spouse. As a matter of fact, those ladies 
were unaware of His real character. (2) 


SSP RECS À: | 
wate waa A AAT fest 
Tawa: BAT Tart PTET: 3 
The loving ladies were exceedingly 
charmed by the lovely countenance, 
resembling a lotus flower, long arms, big 
eyes, glances full of love and merriment 
and winning talks of the Lord; but with all 


their charms they were unable to win the 
heart of the Perfect One. (3) 


yasr: | 
. . a 
dafad faui aAA Np: usu 
All His sixteen thousand and odd wives 
could not shake His mind by their shafts of 
love and other charms, skilled in conveying 
the message of love despatched by their 
arched eyebrows, fascinating with the 
sentiment expressed by their suppressed 
smile and sidelong glances. (4) 
zya marmara utd Raae 
sansa ag: wa ATA 


ASIG CALG AG ESBL GALSAES LIES: OA LESS I 


Having gained for their husband such a 
one as the Consort of Ramā, whose ways 
even great gods like Brahmā are unable to 
know, the aforesaid ladies indulged with 
ever growing delight in loving smiles, 
affectionate glances and a longing for union 
which ever appeared as new, and so on.(5) 
POCULIS TRE UTaT aa 

maA rÀ: | 


SHUNT eT EIE - 
aiye arta fasta: TH aaa S 1 


Though attended by hundreds of servant- 
maids, they rendered personal service to 
the all-pervading Lord by going forth to meet 
Him on His arrival, offering Him a seat and 
excellent articles of worship, washing His 
feet, presenting betel-leaves seasoned with 
lime, catechu, areca-nut parings, cardamoms, 
cloves etc., relieving Him of His fatigue by 
massaging His feet etc., fanning Him, daubing 
Him with sandal-paste and adorning Him 
with garlands, dressing His locks, arranging 
His bed, bathing Him and serving Him dishes 
of various kinds. (6) 
AAT AT SMTA PTA Bea: | 
ae AERA WETS TOT SU 9 U1 

Of the sixteen thousand and odd wives 
of Sri Krsna, who had ten sons each, | now 
proceed to mention to you the sons, 
Pradyumna and so on, of the eight principal 
spouses alone that have been previously 
referred to by me. (7) 


URE: gya aeea dear | 
Tae vaya UATE STATA: Uo 
Wear araea ASIA STA Be | 
VEU Stet Stevan area: ag: 11 
With Pradyumna as the eldest, 
Carudesna, Sudesna, the valorous Carudeha, 
Sucaru and Carugupta and, next to him, 
Bhadracaru as well as Carucandra, Vicaru 
and Caru as the tenth were born of Rukmini. 
They were in no way inferior to their father. 


(8-9) 

UM: rst: wa: Waar | 
TRUEST: go 

TIA: MAASE HAATTE TTT | 
ana: gia: Gotsresatsred Tea gg N 

Rna gra AGU Stee: Sd: | 
WTA: Fe Slat APA: AHAA: 11 22 N 
Bhanu, Subhanu, Swarbhanu, Prabhanu 
and Bhanuman, Candrabhanu, Brhadbhanu 
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and Atibhanu, the eighth, as well as Sribhanu 
and Pratibhanu were the ten sons of 
Satyabhama. Samba, Sumitra, Purujit, Satajit 
and Sahasrajit, Vijaya and Citraketu, 
Vasuman, Dravida and Kratu—these were 
the sons of Jambavati. Samba was the 
eldest of them and they were all loved by 
the Father. (10—12) 


ahyersisvaarva fanr Ana zea: | 

am: MSHA: Sar PHA AAA: Ya: Ul V3 
Vira, Candra and Aswasena, Citragu, 

Vegavan, Vrsa, Ama, Sanku, Vasu and the 

glorious Kunti were the sons of Nagnajiti. 


(13) 
ga: fader ai: qargyx VRA: | 
Viragh: yota: safer: AARSE: Ut 8 N 

Sruta, Kavi, Vrsa, Vira, Subahu, Bhadra, 
who fought the enemy single-handed, 
Santi, Darga, Purnamasa and Somaka, the 
youngest, were born of Kalindi. (14) 
Ware maaf Tet: Wat BEAT: | 
USAT: GAT RIG: AS SASHES: N 24 N 

Praghosa, Gātravān, Siha, Bala, 
Prabala, Urdhvaga, Mahasakti, Saha, Oja 
and Aparajita were the sons of Laksmana, 
the daughter of the ruler of Madra. (15) 


Gen Sa shret alt aes Ta A | 
TIT: Urea aaa aaa: APT: N VEU 
Mitravinda’s sons were Vrka, Harsa, 
Anila, Grdhra, Vardhana, Annada, Mahaéa, 
Pavana, Vahni and Ksudhi. (16) 
Huma Feet: VE: vRS RTA 
FA: QUA AAA ATH SA HEAR: N RO 
Sangramajit, Brhatsena, Stra, 
Praharana, Arijit, Jaya, Subhadra, Vama, 
Ayu and Satyaka were born of Bhadra 
(Saibya). (17) 
SiC TTA BR: | 
WEA e gts FTA ATA: WLS N 
qai g Steen Us AEM Ahè Tel 


Want YAS AYA: Hie FT 
WR: PUOAAA AAMT A AST Ve N 
Diptiman, Tamra, Tapta and others were 
the sons of Sri Krsna through Rohini, the 
first of the other sixteen thousand wives. 
And from the loins of Pradyumna appeared 
the mighty Aniruddha through Rukmavati, 
the daughter of Rukmi (Rukmini’s brother), 
born while he was living in the city known 
by the name of Bhojakata, O king Pariksit ! 
The mothers of Sri Krsna’s progeny 
numbered sixteen thousand and odd. Hence 
the sons and grandsons of even these 
other sons of Sri Krsna were countless, O 
protector of men! (18-19) 


WHAT 

mai saagaa Wale feat APE 
Ba uy ed mi weiter 
areni À fag aAa Fret: 20 N 

King Pariksit submitted: How did 
Rukmi, who had been worsted in battle by 
Sri Krsna and had ever since been awaiting 
an opportunity to kill Him, give away his 
daughter to his enemy’s son? Pray, tell me 
this, O learned soul, the circumstances 
which brought about a mutual alliance 
through marriage between these two 
enemies. (20) 
amandi a ada 
fange crated ere yafaa ART: MN RR Ul 

Yogis clearly see the past, present and 
future, nay, even that which lies beyond the 
perception of the senses, that which is 


remote and that which is intercepted by 
something else. (21) 


aye FAT 
qa: Taal MAENE AA | 
Te: WAAL Pater at er tl 22" 
Śrī Suka replied: Pradyumna, who was 


Love incarnate himself, was elected by 
Rukmavati in a choice marriage. Having 
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completely vanquished in battle—with none 
other to help him beyond the chariot he 
drove in—the kings assembled there, and 
carried her away. (22) 


TIT at Seat Soraya: | 
ARG MTA at ATTA: HEAT 23 1 
Though constantly thinking of his hostility 
towards Sri Krsna, by whom he had been 
treated with contumely, yet seeking to oblige 
his sister, Rukmini, who had been 
instrumental in saving his life, Rukmi gave 
away his daughter to his sister’s son. (23) 


Saat TS aa ae | 
saan faecal at area fet tt 2X N 
Krtavarma’s son, Bali, O king, married 
Rukmini’s daughter, Carumati, a girl with 
large eyes; so it is said. (24) 


Bret ag a CRUISES: tt By N 

Though nursing deep-rooted animosity 
towards Sri Krsna and knowing such union 
as contrary to the principles of piety, Rukmi 
further gave away his grand daughter, 
Rocana, to his daughter’s son, Aniruddha, 
with intent to gratify his own sister, Rukmini, 
bound as he was by ties of affection with 
her. (25) 


aaa tary a aT Tea | 

Yi Aari WY: AUTRE: I RS N 
For that festive occasion, O king, 

Rukmini, Balarama and Sri Krsna, Samba, 

Pradyumna and others drove to the city of 

Bhojakata. (26) 


afer Fee sare artery aT TAT: | 
gard Steet Naeata tt 29 


The aforesaid wedding being over, some 
haughty kings, with the ruler of Kalinga (the 
modern Utkala) at their head, strongly said 
to Rukmi, “Thoroughly vanquish Balarama 
in a game of dice. (27) 
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saa Wa Weta aera Ae 
Ba AAR CATA BRATS N 2 N 
“Ignorant though he is of dice-playing, 
as a matter of fact, O king, great is his 
addiction to it.” Thus advised, Rukmi invited 
Bala and played at dice with him. (28) 
mi Mead me OTA! 
aq erases chiles: Wes Ac | 
ort Crave erga: Wes 
In that game Balarama made a wager 
successively of one hundred, one thousand 
and ten thousand gold coins; Rukmi, 
however, won them all. Showing his teeth 
on that occasion, the ruler of Kalinga very 
loudly laughed at Balarama (the wielder of 
a plough), who, however, resented it. (29) 


Well Mat BHAT THE AAT TT: | 
Raaen seit kaam: 30 1 


Then Rukmi made a bet of one lakh 
and Balarama won this time. Resorting to 
cunningness, Rukmi, however, said, “I have 
won.” (30) 


WoT af: sitar wag ga wafer | 
TASTE Aes THEATEE 32 N 


Like the sea on a full moon, Balarama, 
the glorious one, was now agitated with 
anger. His eyes, which were naturally red, 
began to glow with rage and he made a 
wager of a hundred million gold coins. (31) 


ants Raana orase? 


Nd: | 

TR Ri Tae aa MTR gR 33 N 
According to the laws of gambling 

Balarāma won that too. Taking recourse to 

deceit Rukmi, however, said, “I have won. 

Let these umpires arbitrate on this point.” 


(32) 
anaa aera fara THe: | 
mià ara vat ache À gern 331 


A voice from the heavens thereupon 
declared that the bet was rightfully won by 
Balarama alone; Rukmi is surely telling a lie 
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when he says with his tongue alone and not 
from his heart that he has won. (33) 


mga A geara: | 
agii uie THA AET: N Be N 
Ignoring that voice, Rukmi, who was 
instigated by wicked kings and prompted by 
his own death, spoke mockingly to Balarāma 
as follows: (34) 


Jararatfaat gi A ATERT: | 
addaa USA AISA A gT: N 34N 


“Being keepers of cows roaming in 
woods, you do not know the game of dice. 
Kings alone play at dice and sport with 
arrows, not men like you.” (35) 
samana aAa: | 
qa: a wea d goaf ti 3RN 

Insulted thus by Rukmi and ridiculed by 
kings, Balarama flew into a rage and, lifting 
up an iron bar, killed him even in that 
festive assembly. (36) 


aagi aa å STA Ue) 
SAAT Hal arse AAE: Bo N 


Quickly seizing the ruler of Kalinga, 
who had laughed at him with open teeth 
and had now taken to his heels, even at 


the tenth step, Balarama smashed those 
teeth. (37) 


ara fafierargefercat af: | 
Tart gafn a uinea: 32 0 
With their arms, thighs and heads broken, 
and bathed in blood, when struck with the 
iron bar by Balarama, other kings fled in 
terror. (38) 


Fran afr yare Aare Arete aT | 
samia Us Pe G4areale: tl 38 Ul 


For fear of estranging the goodwill of 
either Rukmini or Balarama, the Lord did 
not make any favourable or adverse 
comment on His brother-in-law, Rukmi, 
having been killed. (39) 


Having comfortably seated Aniruddha 
alongwith his newly-wedded wife in an 
excellent chariot, Balarama and the other 
Dagarhas, who looked upon Sri Krsna, the 
Slayer of Madhu, as their asylum, and who 
had all their objects accomplished, drove 
from Bhojakata to Dwaraka. (40) 


SFAR Waar aera EAT: I ER Il 
Thus ends the sixty-first discourse entitled “Rukmt killed by Balarama during the 


wedding of Aniruddha”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— | =o 


aia feuftantseara: 
Discourse LXII 
Aniruddha made captive 


wiara 


wm gaa W A i 
Ta eS Tera are aA N g N 
King Pariksit submitted: Aniruddha, a 
veritable jewel among the Yadus, married 
Bana’s daughter, Usa, and in that connection, 
| am told, a great and terrible combat ensued 
between Sri Krsna and Lord Sankara (Siva). 
May you be pleased to tell me all this in 
detail, O great Yogi! (1) 


le amema gAs afisi 


Sri Suka replied: Bana was the eldest 
of the hundred sons of the high-souled Bali, 
by whom the entire globe was given away 
to the Lord who appeared before him in the 
form of the divine Dwarf. (2) 


Tee: Gat ator: feast: Aer! 
APH Saran eniya Meee Sata: N 3N 
Sprung from his loins, Bana even took 
delight in devotion to Lord Siva. He was worthy 
of honour, being liberal-minded, intelligent, 
true to his word and of firm resolve. (3) 


BUOY UX TAY a UT TT 
Wer BE: Wares RET Fa ASAT: | 
megad MEASANN X N 


He in those days ruled over the beautiful 
city known by the name of Sonitapura. By 
the grace of Lord Śiva the gods, though 
adorable themselves, behaved towards him 
as servants. Endowed as he was with a 
thousand arms, he propitiated Lord Siva, 
the Delighter of all, by playing upon various 
musical instruments during the latters 
Tandava dance. (4) 


WTA HAAN: PRUA URANA: | 
Auras 8 ad aA T y ti 


The almighty Sankara, the Ruler of all 
created beings, who affords shelter to all 
and is so fond of His devotees, bade him 
ask of Him a boon of his choice. Banasura 
sought His constant presence as a guardian 
of his city. (5) 
a trasse faftet mgd cieigde: | 
fettearhautt HEATET & N 

Touching His lotus-feet with his crown 
shining like the sun, Bana, intoxicated as 
he was with the pride of his prowess, spoke 
one day to the Lord of Kailasa, who was 
standing beside him, as follows: (6) 


TA cat Hales CaM e 
Garvie AERA N 9 11 


“I bow to You, the Preceptor and Ruler 
of all the worlds, the celestial tree which 
grants the desires of men whose longings 
have not been sated, O supreme Deity ! (7) 


Sees MT at we aT Asa 
Prete RAER a ae raga GMT 2 1 


“The thousand arms given by You by 
way of a boon have only proved a burden 
to me so far; for, in all the three worlds | do 
not find a well-matched rival other than 
You. (8) 


erat girai tara sha VERA: 112 11 

“Eager to fight, | proceeded, O most 
ancient Person, against the elephants 
guarding the quarters, pounding the 
mountains, even as | marched, with my 
arms full of itching for a combat; but they 
too took speedily to their heels in terror.” (9) 
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m wae dat weds Fn RoN | ge: ae: A va: aac: | 

The Lord flew into a rage to hear that | aaret aegreat tact TATEA: ULE 


and said, “When your ensign is broken, 
your encounter will take place with one 
equal to Me; that will crush your pride, O 
foolish one!” (10) 


gam: afte: we mAT 
Watery RRi trast Hei: Ve 
Thus spoken to, the fool with a perverted 
mind withdrew to his palace, full of joy, O 
king, awaiting the fulfilment of the augury of 
Lord Siva, the Lord of Kailasa, even though 
it was expected to deal a crushing blow to 
his power. (11) 


PANT AT Shea TA VLE TAT 
SMA HAT UTS AT ATU VM 
Even as a virgin, his daughter, Usa by 
name, enjoyed in a dream sexual delight 
with the lovely son of Pradyumna, viz., 
Aniruddha, who had, however, neither been 
seen nor heard of by her before. (12) 
Aaa cao aA ara aT 
TST tem Street Fagen ASN MTT 23 Ul 
Not finding him there on opening her 
eyes, she got up in a state of excitement 
saying, “Where are you, my darling !” in the 
midst of her girl companions, and felt greatly 
abashed. (13) 


TOT Tat SVS PAA ATA | 

Rees Taye REAA ii g% N 
Kumbhanda was the minister of Bana 

and Citralekha, his daughter. Full of curiosity, 


she, a constant companion of Usa, 
questioned her friend thus: (14) 


Hea HTN GY: Hse ARA: | 

eee a AA wearer i eu N 
O princess of charming eyebrows ! whom 

are you looking for and what is the nature 


of your longing? | do not find till today 
anyone who has espoused you. (15) 


Usa replied: In my dream was seen a 
certain youngman of dark-brown hue, with 
long arms and lotus-like eyes, clad in yellow 
and captivating the hearts of women. (16) 

: 3 ; R , agi 
qar aa: ai FAA AT aR N g 11 

| am in quest of that darling, who having 
allowed me to drink the honey of his lips, 
has gone to some unknown destination, 
plunging me, though thirsting yet, into an 
ocean of misery. (17) 

FaArarara 
ami asana Retreat ate sear | 
waa w aA eet fae gc 


Citralekha said: | shall bring the youth 
who has stolen your heart, if he is traced by 
you in the three worlds, the elite of which 
are going to be depicted by me, and 
dispel your agony thereby. Point him out. 

(18) 


ET C aR: CDS E LESTE LEAI E BALE | 
Se AALS RTEA g3 N 


Having said so, she drew faithful sketches 
of gods, Gandharvas (heavenly musicians), 
Siddhas (a class of superhuman beings 
endowed with mystic powers), Caranas 
(celestial bards), Nagas (a class of 
superhuman beings—half men and half 
serpents), Daityas (demons), Vidyadharas 
(artistes of gods), Yaksas (a class of 
demigods) and human beings. (19) 


AAS a aT GU years slr | 
caer p a ee tees eA It 29 l 


Among men she portrayed the Vrsnis, 
viz., Sura, Vasudeva, Balarama and Sri Krsna. 
Perceiving Pradyumna, Usa ead (20) 


fre fatatad teare fet 
Asaraia we BATT wae! 
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Beholding Aniruddha portrayed with 
particular care, Usa cast down her face 
through shyness, O king, and smilingly 
exclaimed: “It is he, it is he!” (21) 


Raae amaa Ut Soren Sr | 
Feat TAT UST ERT MOTTA N 22 1 


Concluding him to be Sri Krsna’s 
grandson, Citralekha, who possessed Yogic 
powers, journeyed, O king, through the air 
to Dwaraka, protected by Sri Krsna Himself. 

(22) 
wa Ged ques wre AR 
ma AiR wet framestar 23 1 

Resorting to her Yogic powers, she bore 
away Aniruddha, son of Pradyumna, who 
had been lying asleep there on a beautiful 


bed, to Sonitapura and showed her friend 
the object of her love. (23) 


Wad gaa facet afearrr 

Baas Tae Oeste wr aT RY N 
With her face lit up with joy to behold 

the loveliest of the lovely, she enjoyed life 


with him in her palace, which could not be 
easily peeped into by males. (24) 


Weare: eaaa A: | 
USMS ATE: VESTA PTT: N A Ul 
Ye: SUM wage Ta 
Wet A gÀ Bras: NS N 


Honoured with exquisite raiment, 
garlands, sandal-paste, incense, lights, seats 
etc., drinks, food and other edibles, as well 
as with loving words and bodily service, 
and remaining concealed in the maidens’ 
apartments, with his mind captivated by the 
said Usa—whose love for him was constantly 
increasing by leaps and bounds—Aniruddha 
had no idea of the number of days that 
slipped away. (25-26) 
TT aM ag YAM BAAT 
Reagana JE: 1 VOI 


Yel adea TANA gg 
farted mera: HAM: pART ll R N 
While she was being thus secretly 
enjoyed by Aniruddha, the hero of Yadu’s 
race and felt overjoyed, the eunuchs, in 
charge of the gynaeceum noticed her, 
through marks that could hardly be 
concealed, as having been deprived of her 
virginhood. They reported to Bana as follows: 
“O king, we notice the conduct of your 
virgin daughter to be such as is apt to cast 
a stain on your family. (27-28) 


saan TE WT | 
aa sot yiddan a frags eeu 


“We are unable to make out how came 
about the defloration of your daughter, who 
is constantly guarded by us in her house 
and could not as such be easily perceived 
by men.” (29) 
Aa: eater arent eed: SARTON: | 
Ra: maai eSa ASSET 30 1 

Sore distressed to hear the news of his 
daughter’s pollution, Bana hastened thence 
to the maidens’ apartments and noticed 
there Aniruddha, a jewel among the Yadus. 


(30) 


Banasura was taken aback to behold 
Aniruddha, sprung from the loins of 
Pradyumna, who was no other than Love 
incarnate, and, therefore, exceptionally 
charming in all the three worlds—dark-brown 
of hue, clad in yellow, having lotus-like eyes 
and long arms, a face lit up with the lustre 
of his ear-rings and curly locks as well as 


428 + SRIMAD BHAGAVATA + 


[Dis. 63 


with his smiling glances, playing at dice with 
his darling—who was decked with festal 


omaments all over her body—and seated in | 
front of her, and wearing between his arms | 


a wreath of jasmine flowers peculiar to the | 

vemal season, tinged with the saffron painted | 

on her breasts, during his bodily contact 

with her. 

a oa ove gamamnfafa- 
iterate WEA: | 

wa td wi aaa 
AAA USA RATAA N 33 1 


Perceiving Bānņāsura to have entered 
the room, surrounded by a detachment of 
armed soldiers, Aniruddha (a scion of Madhu) 
stood firmly taking up in his hand a steel 
bludgeon with intent to make short work of 
them all like Yama, the god of death, wielding 
his rod of punishment. (33) 


faan ma ua: wada: 
wt an YRA 


(31-32) | 


àa gm yama fafrim 
| figs: UAA; 1 3% 1) 
Like the leader of a pack of boars killing 
| an army of dogs, he made short work of the 
| warriors even as they rushed on all sides 
| with intent to seize him. Being struck by 
him, they issued out of the mansion and ran 
| helter-skelter with their heads, thighs and 
arms smashed. (34) 


ae ee ae 34 Il 


The powerful Banasura, the son of 
Bali, got enraged and bound Aniruddha 
with the cords of serpents, while he was 
busy exterminating his army, so the 
tradition goes. Overwhelmed with grief and 
despondency to hear of his bondage, Usa 
loudly wailed with tear-drops in her eyes. 

(35) 


sfa TEIA merger Rasen Aiea IÀ STIAS TEETE 
Ta RITAS tara: I&R I 


Thus ends the sixty-second discourse entitled “Aniruddha taken captive, Z 


in the 


latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


sia frafteaniseara: 


Discourse LXIII 
Aniruddha brought back to Dwaraka 


aya Fava 

aaa ares ast a und 
aad afó aren AA ANETTA tg tt 

Śri Suka began again: On this side the 
four rainy months slipped by; the relations 
(Sri Krsna and others) of Aniruddha, who 
sorely missed him and had been sorrowing 
for him all the time, O scion of Bharata! (1) 


meragui ad gA we a 
wag: Aia goa: qe: N 
Hearing from Narada the whole story as 
to how he had been taken prisoner as well as 
of his doings, viz., how he had disposed ce a 
whole contingent of Banasura’s army, t 
Vrsnis, who looked upon Sri Krsna as a ef 
proceeded to Sonitapura. 2) 


Dis. 63] 


* BOOK TEN « 


429 


VIAN FAAS We: AAS ATT: | 


Teese apa A: 13 1 
aigi: ara: aANT | 
SST | AAT UTS: nw N 
Accompanied by an army consisting of 
twelve Aksauhinis and united under the 
command of Balarama and Sri Krsna, 
Pradyumna, Satyaki, Gada, Samba and 
Sarana, as well as the other jewels among 
the Yadus—Nanda, Upananda, Bhadra and 


others—closely besieged the capital of Bana 
from every side. (3-4) 


TATARSTAN TA 
Naot AEN E T 


Beholding the city with its city-gardens, 
fortifications, towers and gates being 
shattered, Bāņa, full of rage, sallied forth to 
meet them with an equally strong army. (5) 
aoe wa SR: Aa: Waa: | 
wea egi qa MAPO: su 

Surrounded by His followers known by 
the name of Pramathas, including His son, 
Lord Kartikeya, and riding on His bull, Nandi, 
Lord Rudra too fought with Balarama and 
Sri Krsna for the sake (on the side) of 
Bana. (6) 
aid Uae Gareyd Tretorn) 
PUA WA eA N oN 

A most tumultuous and astounding 
encounter took place between Sri Krsna 
and Lord Sankara—an encounter which 
made one’s hair stand on end; and another 
between Pradyumna and Kartikeya. (7) 


PUvSHAUa Te Ve GAT: | 
ART AUTGATT GUT Ae ATH: ue 


Another combat similarly raged 
between Balarama, on the one hand, and 
Kumbhanda and Kipakarna, on the other. 
A similar duel took place between Samba 
and Bana’s son, and another between Bana 
and Satyaki. (8) 


saaa: greim Ara: Fea: | 
Treat gar AA ETTA N <u 


Rulers of gods headed by Brahma, 
ascetics, Siddhas and Caranas, Gandharvas, 
Apsaras and Yaksas came forth in their 
aerial cars to witness the conflict. (9) 


Mgrs | 
ICICI RIN CC EICRIDC Ob 20 I 
UMMA ATS PANTS TENTTA | 
ITAA Hea: IL: TTP STA: N VLU 


Sri Krsna, a scion of Sura, put to flight, 
with His sharp-pointed arrows discharged 
from the Sarnga bow, the followers of Lord 
Siva, viz., the Bhitas, Pramathas, Guhyakas 
(Yaksas), Dakinis and Yatudhanas, Vetalas 
and Vinayakas, Pretas, Matrkas and 
Pisacas, Kusmandas and Brahmaraksasas. 

(10-11) 
yaan waged Aeren E | 
WA: maa EAn ARE: N g3 1 


Lord Śiva, the Wielder of the Pināka 
bow, discharged various kinds of missiles 
at Sri Krsna, the Wielder of the Sarnga 
bow; the latter, however, unconcernedly 
neutralized them all with counter-missiles. 


(12) 
TAT E TAT TTT Sl UAT | 
TT Ursa At YTE aT g3 


Against Brahmāstra He employed 
Brahmastra; against Vāyavyāstra He 
employed the Pārvatāstra; against the fiery 
missile He employed the Pārjanyāstra and 
against the Pāśupatāstra He employed His 
own, Narayanastra. (13) 


cefre g rRe roret fiara | 
mmea y ARa: n g% 


Then, stupefying with Jrmbhanastra 
Lord Sankara, who forthwith began to yawn, 
Sri Krsna, a scion of Sura, began to strike 
down the army of Banasura with His sword, 
mace and arrows. (14) 
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ma: VERA: MAAT: | 
aT fae ANA: ARa 24 N 


Being beaten on all sides by the volleys 
of arrows discharged by Pradyumna, and 
emitting blood from every limb, Skanda 
escaped from the battle-field on the back of 
His peacock. (15) 
gue: punya taqiacntedt | 
gaat gma Wda: Il gg Ul 

Struck by Balarama’s pestle, Kumbhanda 
and Kipakarna also fell down. With their 
generals killed, Banasura’s troops fled in all 
directions. (16) 
faidi eai SEAT ATS TANT: | 
Foma A TH fects AAA! 19 Ut 

Highly indignant to see his army being 
scattered, Bana, rushed towards Sri Krsna 
on the battle-field in a chariot, leaving Satyaki 
alone. (17) 
TPT GTS ATT: TSA S| 
uhan gt gt wad creda: i ge N 

Drawing five hundred bows all at once, 


Banasura, who ran amuck on the battle- 
field, applied a pair of arrows to each. (18) 
afi fade ra rife Brel: | 
ania mya Fal NETRA 88 ll 
Lord Sri Krsna, however, split all those 
bows at once and, striking down the 
charioteer and the horses as well as the 
chariot, blew His conch. (19) 


FATA BST AT ATT HAMS | 
GSA poA ARTET It Ro Wl 


Bana’s mother, Kotara by name, now 
stood naked with dishevelled hair before Sri 
Krsna with intent to save her son’s life. (20) 


qaiea TATA ary, Tes: | 
anra Aa faa SALAAM FTN 2 Ut 


Making it a point not to look at the nude 
lady, Sri Krsna (the elder Brother of Gada) 
turned His face aside. Meanwhile Bana, 


who had been deprived of his chariot and 
had his bows broken, retreated into the city. 
(21) 


fastfaa yrd sare Afya | 
saad aye celta EA MTU Wa 


On the host of Bhitas (genii) having 
been put to flight, the three-headed and 
three-legged Jwara (the spirit presiding over 
fever and despatched by Lord Siva, who 
had now recovered from His stupefaction) 
rushed towards Sri Krsna (a scion of 
Dagarha) as if burning the ten directions. 

(22) 


BY ARTA SAT FLAT AAA | 
myd duaya qa Tae it 23 Ul 
Beholding him, Sri Krsna, who was no 
other than Lord Narayana, sent forth His 
own Jwara and both the Jwaras, the one 
belonging to Lord Siva (the supreme Ruler 
of the universe) and the other belonging to 
Lord Visnu, began to grapple with each 
other. (23) 


ARV: PR ATA fA: | 
Iean iA MEA FAT: | 
yone Bae qea ARA: N R% I 
Beaten with violence by the Jwara 
commanded by Lord Visnu and terrified not 
to find asylum anywhere else, the Jwara 
commanded by Lord Siva loudly screamed 
and, seeking shelter with Sri Krsna, the 
Ruler of the senses, glorified Him with joined 
palms as follows. (24) 
R Ta 
amt aman OT 
water «act | afta! 
Ba Ta Tale WaT 24 l 
The Jwara said: | salute You, endowed 
as You are with infinite power, the Ruler 


even of the highest gods, the Soul of the 
universe, the one without a second, absolute 


y 
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Consciousness, the Cause of the 
appearance, subsistence and dissolution of 
the universe, comprising whatever there is, 
the most tranquil Brahma, who are only 
inferred, and not directly known, by the 
Vedas. (25) 


art a cad vila: xara 
sea at WOT stan faa: 
awia Anean- 
wa ai WANS N 
The Time-Spirit, which disturbs the 
equilibrium of the three Gunas, Destiny, 
Karma, Swabhava (the tendencies produced 
by the latter), the individual soul, the five 
subtle elements, the body, the vital breath, 
the ego, the evolutes, viz., the five gross 
elements and the eleven Indriyas, the subtle 
body (a combination of the aforesaid 
evolutes) and the process of mutual causation 
going on in a cycle between the Linga body 
and Karma as between a seed and the 
sprout—all this constitutes Your Maya, 
deluding potency. | take refuge in You, in 
whom the said Maya finds its negation. (26) 


aac 


dar mieria, fafi 
em | Ren ada 
weet = MERTEN RII 
Appearing in diverse forms, assumed 
by way of mere sport, You protect the gods 
and the pious, uphold the standards of 
Morality that maintain the world order, and 
kill those who deviate from the path of 
Virtue and live by violence. Your present 
descent too is intended to relieve the burden 
of the earth. (27) 


Ù A maA: N R N 
| stand scorched by Your radiance in 
the form of this fever, which is most terrible 
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and hard to bear, and which, though mild 
before, has grown so severe now. Embodied 
beings undergo suffering only so long 
as they remain bound by desire and 
do not seek the soles of Your lotus-feet. 
(28) 
MATATAA 

Pitre marist aq a ene aT | 
Ot at cath Pears A TIA HS TT RFU 
The glorious Lord said: “| am pleased 
with you, O three-headed one! Let your 
fear of My Jwara cease now. There will be 
no more cause of fear from you to him who 
remembers this dialogue of ours.” (29) 


SYMISA ATA Tat TEVA FER: | 
SUT WATS: UMTEN ASTI AT Il 30 N 


Thus reassured and bowing to Sri Krsna 
(the infallible Lord), the Jwara under the 
command of Lord Siva departed. Mounting 
a chariot in the meanwhile, Banasura 
returned to the field of battle to contend 
with Sri Krsna. (30) 


a mgA TAARIA: | 
qia gA aTTPTTTY FT 3? N 
Highly enraged, the demon, who wielded 
various weapons in his thousand arms, then 
showered arrows on Sri Krsna, the Wielder 
of discus, O protector of men! (31) 


TE PART I 
Rra RTA PST Sa STE: 11 32N 
While he was thus discharging missiles 
again and again, the Lord with His discus, 
keen-edged like a razor, cut off his arms 
like the boughs of a tree. (32) 


ERSA TA TT, wa: | 
bakin chas L [c ia ARARE 1 33 N 
Even as the arms of Bana were being 
lopped off, Lord Siva, the Source of the 
universe, who took compassion on His 
devotee, approached Sri Krsna, the Wielder 
of a discus and submitted to Him as follows: 
(33) 
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SRR Fara 
aaa nt Sifts vert arena | 
SUVARI BHT aT Ut BY N 
Sri Rudra prayed: Indeed You are the 
supreme effulgence lying hidden in the Veda 
(which is no other than the Supreme revealed 
as the Word of God) and known as Brahma, 
the Infinite, that men of purified intellect 
realize as all-pervading, like the sky, and 
absolute. (34) 
ST RO INERLICI LE EGU 
Ù: ym safareiiredt 
wat A ww yh m 
at WÀ Wet PA: NLI 
The firmament is Your navel; fire, Your 
mouth; water, Your generative fluid; the 
celestial region, Your head; the quarters, 
Your ears; the earth, Your feet; the moon, 
Your mind; the sun, Your eye; myself, Your 
ego; the ocean, Your belly; and Indra, and 


the other guardians of the sphere, Your 
(35) 


PERIGEE] wa er: 
aa Yar Gea cient: I 36 Ul 
Herbs and plants are the hair on Your 
body; clouds are Your flowing locks and 
Brahma, the creator, is Your intellect, 
Prajapati, the lord of creation, is Your organ 
of generation and Dharma, the god of virtue, 
is Your heart. Thus You are the Supreme 
Person with whom all the spheres are 
connected as so many limbs. (36) 


© Lord of undiminished glory, You have 
taken this form for the vindication of virtue 
and advancement of the world. Endowed 


with power derived from You, we rule the 
seven regions of the universe. (37) 


mie «te: «= Yenitstgdta- 
ee: AA RETÄNT: | 
ydtaasanta agement 
wman HAARA N 3 N 


You are the one without a second, most 
ancient Person beyond the three states, 
brought about by Maya viz., the waking, 
dream and dreamless states, self-luminous, 
the Cause and Ruler of all, Himself uncaused; 
yet, in order to reveal the diversities of the 
three Gunas, You appear through Your own 
Maya in divergent forms such as those of 
gods, men, birds, beasts and various other 
beings. (38) 
aia wd: fuleqyetrat wat 

Brat a water a Metered | 
wa àR goia- 
me mya YTN 3S 

Just as the sun gets concealed in others’ 
eyes by its own shadow (the clouds) and 
reveals the clouds as well as all other 
forms, even so, O Perfect One, self-luminous 
Yourself, You get as if covered by the Ego 
which has its origin in You and yet make 
the Gunas and all beings, who are qualified 
by the Gunas, shine in Your light. (39) 
qaaa REA: aR 
gafa Presta were già tt ¥o I 

O Lord, with their mind deluded by Your 
Maya, people get attached to children, wife, 
house etc., and begin to sink and float in 
the ocean of misery. (40) 


aai creat Ferantsataa: | 
Saat AST G VIAN MIATA SAR: 11 SS N 


He who, having obtained the human 
body, so graciously granted by You, does 
not control his senses and worship Your 
feet, is no doubt pitiable creature who İS 
deceiving himself. (41) 
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arai a aes stra riya | 
Budama fared SSF 42 N 
O Lord, he who neglects You, the 
beloved Self, the Supreme Ruler, for the 
sake of sense-objects, which are just the 
reverse of You, is a fool, who swallows 
poison, rejecting nectar. (42) 


He TAA Fagen Waa aT TTT: | 

FAT WAST SFERT I %3 1 
Myself, Brahma, the creator, and the 

other gods and all sages of pure mind have 


taken refuge in You with our whole being, 
because You are our dearest soul and 


supreme Lord. (43) 
7 wt Rea 
mi Wet | Ygererzary 
x 3 
sanai A ÈN ee 


You are responsible for the appearance, 
continuance and dissolution of the universe, 
alike to everyone, unperturbed, the beloved 
friend and deity, nay, the very Self of all. 
You are One without a second, the support 
of the worlds as also of the individual souls. 
O Lord, we adore You for release from the 
bondage of transmigration. (44) 


ai wA afad 
aani qang a 
mae ag Wad: wA 
am fe à ud Ware: N y N 
Lord, this Bāņāsura is a beloved devotee 
of mine and is much liked by me; | have 
assured him of my protection. Therefore, 
kindly extend Your favour to him even as 


You did to his great grandfather Prahrāda, 
the ruler of the Daityas. (45) 


MATA 
ama wie 4: cram fit aa 


Veet ag ai at area ae YE N 
The glorious Lord replied: O Worshipful 
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One, We shall do whatever You have said 
and that which is pleasing to You. | have 
fully approved of what You have decided 
about him. (46) 


aasi TATA AATAS: | 
Valera att ae A AeA À Aaa: tl wi UI 


| know that Banasura is a grandson of 
Virocana, Prahrada’s son. | cannot kill him 
inasmuch as a boon has been granted by 
Me to Prahrada that no one born in his line 
would be killed by Me. (47) 


Ca We ae AAT | 

Glad a aet yR set aR ya: xe n 
His arms have been cut off by Me only 

to curb his pride, and his huge army has 


been exterminated simply because it was a 
burden on the earth. (48) 


AASA oT: Foret aT: | 
USN vat a paS: ii XL N 
Four arms are left to him; they will be 
proof against age or destruction. He will be 
the foremost among Your attendants. Though 


an Asura, he will henceforward have nothing 
to fear from any quarter. (49) 


Fla Hes oot woa PETER: | 
mH uma waa UJT N Go N 
Obtaining this assurance of security, 
the said demon saluted Sri Krsna with his 
head bent low and duly brought Aniruddha 


back together with his bride, Usa, placing 
them on a chariot. (50) 


aA Ragi garag paT | 
mih ep À KAET: N ug N 
Thereupon with Bhagavan Sankara’s 
congratulation Sri Krsna departed placing in 
the van Aniruddha and his wife, who were 
finely dressed and fully adorned with 
ornaments—and were followed by an army 
consisting of one Aksauhini. (51) 
ï a A à. 
aAa, l 
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farast vierangagea- 
Wad: dgan: WEI 
Śri Krsna entered His capital—artistically 
decorated with flags and ornamental arches, 
with its streets and quadrangles sprinkled 
with water—and was met by the citizens, 
His own relations and Brahmanas, who 
came forth to receive Him with the sounding 


of conches, drums and kettledrums. (52) 
aud pura wy A WaT) 
A Waa TAT A TST: 113 1 
Pariksit ! he who, rising from his bed in 
the morning, duly recalls the story of Sri 
Krsna’s combat with Lord Sankara and His 
victory, will never meet with discomfiture. 
(53) 


sta RTEA TIRÒ WAEA GRAT IREA SORIA S TESTIT 
aa frafeecars era: Il § 3 I 
Thus ends the sixty-third discourse entitled “Aniruddha brought back to Dwaraka,” 


in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Sanhita. 


—| OS 


stot Ad aasa: 
Discourse LXIV 
The story of king Nrga 


Maye saa 
wade UA MARAR: | 
fazd maA A TETEA: N R Ul 
Śrī Suka began again: Pariksit, on a 
certain day, Gada (Sri Krsna’s younger 
brother), Pradyumna, Samba, Caru, Bhanu 
and other Yadava princes went to play in a 
garden. (1) 
wife grat aa Aafaa: ferret: | 
wei Freeh HU cay: UAA R M 
Having sported there for a pretty long 
time they felt thirsty and went to a well in 
search of water. They found the well dry 
and noticed a strange animal fallen in it. 
(2) 
acne fare dtea fata: | 
TA GGT et SERA Puta: N 3 N 
adsrarda: dga afer: | 
ATTA Aad PONATASTH AT: tl ¥ I 


It was a chameleon as big as a rock. 
Their mind was struck with wonder at the 
sight. Moved with pity they tied it with 
thongs of leather and ropes of fibres and 
attempted to take it out of the well but could 
not. Full of curiosity they went to Sri Krsna 
and reported this incident to Him. (3-4) 
marranfacat war fayavtat: | 
eas aT a HLT A TAT HG Ml 

Bhagavan Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes, 
the almighty Creator and Protector of the 


universe, went to the well, saw the animal 
and lifted it up with His left hand by way of 
(5) 


play. 

a TANYA bAi 

TTC ieai 
arpaga N 


Touched by the hand of the glorious 
Lord, the animal forthwith cast off the form 
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of a chameleon and was transformed into a 
celestial being adorned with wondrous jewels, 
clothes and garlands and possessed of a 
charming hue like that of molten gold. (6) 


wes fag afer 


my aeni = aga: 
era FMT = ature 
cart at Toran ANN 
Although He knew the cause of his 
obtaining the form of a chameleon, yet in 
order to make the facts known to the people, 
Sri Krsna, the Bestower of Liberation, asked 
that shining person, “O highly blessed one, 
who are you, possessed of this excellent 
form? | surely reckon you to be a great god. 


(7) 
amm at aaa ado 

want sera: 
aamen fafaa at 
WR A: MT GANN 
“Through what Karma were you 
condemned to this state? Surely you did 
not deserve it, O highly virtuous soul! We 
are keen to know your history. If you consider 


it proper to inform Us about it, please tell 
Us all about you.” (8) 


AY SAI 
a Tet ware: Haye | 
Tea ufone fniamh N el 


Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit ! questioned 
in these polite words by Sri Krsna, who is 
Possessed of infinite forms, King Nrga 
bowed to the Lord of Laksmi, with his crown 
brilliant as the sun and submitted as 
follows: (9) 


aE | 


TT Saar 
Ft am RAA: wit! 
qrara ate at Pure | YoU 
Nrga said: | am a ruler of men, Nrga 
by name, son of Ikswaku, O Lord! My 
Name might have reached Your ears, if the 


names of donors were ever mentioned 
to You. (10) 


fee q Asfafact ax Aa syareTaTarT: | 
aenea aAA AAA MW LM 


O Lord, what is there unknown to You, 
the Witness of the mind of all beings? Your 
vision remains uninterrupted by time, yet | 
shall narrate my story to You in obedience 
to Your command. (11) 


aaa: faa yata AfA ART: | 
Waa atenga adet SA T: 1 g? N 


Lord! | gave away to Brahmanas as 
many cows as there are particles of sand 
on the earth, nay, as many as there are 
stars in the heavens and as many as rain- 
drops falling on earth. (12) 


uaan: yian- 
yim: nA Zag: | 
arena Sag: Waar 
SHTMCTATT TAAA 83 Ul 
They were all milch-cows, young and 
good-natured, beautiful in form and of good 
breed, tawny in colour. | got them all with 
well-earned money. They had their calves 
with them. Their horns were plated with 
gold and their hoofs with silver. They were 


all decorated with silks, garlands and 
ornaments. 


Wa: YATE ATATgNA: 
Wet Gat Ep: ex 


Adorning with clothes etc., the best of 
youthful Brahmanas, who were even-minded 
and possessed of noble qualities and 
character, who came of a family suffering 
from want and who were pledged to truth, 
noted for their austerities and generous in 
imparting the knowledge of the Vedas to 
their students, | used to give those cows to 
them. (14) 
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FA: AeraeAcAeITAT: | 
araifa tent Raa T- 

fre a yai a yA gyn 


| also gave away a number of oxen, 
lands, gold, houses, horses, elephants, girls 
with maid-servants, piles of sesamum 
seeds, silver, beds, clothes, jewels, 
household articles and chariots. Besides 
these, | performed many sacrifices and 
carried out several works of public utility. 


(15) 
meats ASR MET A TET I 
PUA A A AA TAT PASTAS N gA N 


On a certain day, a cow belonging to a 
holy Brahmana, who never accepted any 
gift and was devoted to austerities, strayed 
and mingled with my cattle and, ignorant of 
the fact, | gave it away to some other 
Brahmana. (16) 
at aaa dean geara wah Tz 
mA ufamare yar A qaan ou 

While it was being led away by the 
latter, the real owner saw it and said to the 
Brahmana, “This is mine!” The Brahmana, 
who had received it as a gift from me, said, 
“This is mine; for King Nrga has given it to 
me.” (17) 
fast faaqarit arpa: caretererat | 
TAL TAMA A TATA ASAE WA: 1 g N 

Both the Brahmanas, bent on establishing 
their respective claims, brought their dispute 
to me. One of them said, “You gave it to 
me.” The other said, “If this is a fact, you 
must have stolen the cow.” | was confounded 
to hear what they said. (18) 


aimaq faut ipaa a) 
Tat at PST SHAT WTA gS N 


Placed on the horns of a dilemma, | 
tried to conciliate both the Brahmanas and 
said, “| shall give you one lakh of excellent 
cows; please give this over tome. (19) 
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yaaa rgen aA: | 
AUG ni HAI Weed PRASIE N Ro 1 
| am your devoted servant. May you be 
pleased to forgive this fault committed 
unwittingly by me and save me from this 
embarrassing situation, which will lead me 
to dirty hell. (20) 


We uS à maA Pareto | 
AAS TATA TAT R A 


The owner of the cow said, “O king! | 
will in no case accept the offer made by 
you,” and (abruptly) went away. The other 
Brahmana also departed saying, “In exchange 
for this you offer me a lakh of cows, but | 
am not inclined to take even ten thousand 
other cows.” (21) 


Wier areal aaa 
a yee èa WTI RRN 
ge aay yee See FAT AAA 
FIT SET TT UA CHET UTA: I 23 I 


O God of gods, O Lord of the universe, 
in the meanwhile, on my death, | was taken 
by the messengers of Yama (the god of 
retribution) to his abode. There Yama inquired 
of me, “O king, would you first reap the 
consequences of your evil deeds, or enjoy 
the fruit of your meritorious acts? | do not 
see any limit to the charities and other 
virtues practised by you nor to the glorious 
life that awaits you as their result.” (22-23) 


Ya cary yor Sit le Udit a: | 
maaa PAT UT WAT RY N 
| replied, “O shining one, | shall first 
reap the consequences of my evil deeds.” 
Instantaneously the god of Death said, “Fall 
(then)”, and falling from there, O Lord, | 


found myself transformed into a chameleon. 
(24) 


AMV AIT Ta STAT KTA | 
Raten area arap tanto: tt 24 Il 


O Krsna, a servant of the Brahmanas 


>»! 
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and liberal in my gifts, | was devoted to You 
and ever craved for a direct vision of You. 
It is, therefore, that my memory of the past 
has not been lost even today. (25) 
ae we aa asf: Te 
Shiva: RAEAN: | 
PASIA Fe aA waa: N 26 11 
O Lord, You are the Supreme Self 
contemplated and realized in their pure heart 
by the masters of Yoga through the guidance 
of the Upanisads. | therefore wonder how 
You, who are beyond sense-perception, 
came here directly within my sight, whose 
reason is blinded by the sufferings of various 
kinds; for You are visible to him alone whose 


release from the bondage of transmigration 
is near. (26) 


wea Went were ged 


ARTA Cate YASH ATATSTT Ul Bo N 
sprite at ot ard Sans wit 
FA FAT AAPA SATA TARTS Re 
O God of gods, O Protector of cows, 
O Supreme Person, Ruler of the universe, 
O most glorious and infallible Lord, 
O undecaying One, O Narayana, the support 
of all Jivas, O Hrsikesga, prompter of the 
Senses O Krsna, pray! give me leave to go 
to my celestial abode. O Lord, wherever | 
may be, may my mind ever dwell in Your 
feet. (27-28) 


WA ade = weleIsaaeTa | 
PUTS agqearsy GIA Uda AA: RN 


O Creator of all, O changeless One, 
Possessed of infinite energy (in the shape 
of Maya), hail to You. O Krsna, O Vasudeva, 
the support of all creatures, O Master of 
all Yogas, | bow again and again to You. 

(29) 
Sera ct Raa A Pyar aH | 


STATA FEATS aL APAA FUT Mt 30 N 


-_, _—- 


Saying so, the king went round the 
Lord, touched His feet with his head, and 
with the permission of the Lord mounted an 
excellent aerial car while all men stood 
looking on. (30) 


PU: URS We war Sac: | 
Tavacat eaten wearers 32 N 


On the departure of King Nrga, Lord Sri 
Krsna, glorious son of Devaki, the Lover of 
Brahmanas and an embodiment of virtue, 
addressed His people as follows with a 


view to instructing those born of the Ksatriya 
Class. (31) 


Sit sa vad spears 
Aias fara Tartare ATT 3? N 
The property of a Brahmana, even so 
little, when misappropriated, cannot be 
digested even by one who is as powerful as 
Fire, much less by a king who considers 
himself a ruler out of false conceit. (32) 
We getect wt fat aa laine 
wend fe fad wih are afaa n 33. n 
| do not consider the most deadly poison 
to be a poison; for it has an antidote. A 
Brahmana’s property is the real poison; for 
(once it is misappropriated) there is no 
remedy for it in the world. (33) 


feat fart aeng: wear 

get mpi cela arana: it ax ii 
Poison kills him alone who swallows it; 

fire can be put out with water. But the fire 

produced by the Arani (a piece of wood 

used in kindling fire by attrition) of a 


Brahmana’s property burns a whole family 
with its roots, the forbears. (34) 


weed Gad ah eta Ae 

Wee F Teg Yeh SM Ta STITT I 34 I 
The property of a man made use of 

without permission brings ruin to three 


generations, viz., the man who uses it as 
well as his parents and sons; if, however, it 
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is wilfully taken and enjoyed by force, it will 
bring disaster to ten generations before and 
ten generations after the enjoyer. (35) 


TATA WAIT ATT AAAA | 
fared As Tes ST RATY: 11 34 N 


Foolish kings who, blinded by their royal 
fortune, covet and enjoy a Brahmana’s 
property, which is terrible as hell, do not 
realize to what an abysmal depth they will 
have to fall. (36) 


Wert Aaa: UA Hae AAA: | 
fame aT FEIT HEPAT Be Ul 
TAT WAHT AAA STA SHM: | 
quinh Wart erR: N 3 N 


Those despotic rulers who deprive liberal- 
minded Brahmanas, having a large family, 
of their property and means of livelihood, 
have to suffer with their descendants the 
tortures of the hell called Kumbhipaka (where 
the sinners are fried in boiled oil) for as 
many years as there are particles of earth 
moistened with their tears while they weep. 

(37-38) 
Went Went at aeafa Beat a: 1 
azada farai maA HAH: tt 38 Ul 

Nay, he who deprives a Brahmana of 
his livelihood whether given by himself or 
by another, lives as a worm born in the 
ordure for sixty thousand years. (39) 


TÀ EM YAS AS LEAT TT: | 
WATT AAT WHT, UA TT SEA: 1 ¥o N 


It is My desire that the property of a 
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Brahmana should never find its way to My 
treasury; for, men who even covet such 
property forfeit their longevity, suffer defeat 
at the hands of their enemies, lose their 
kingdom and are born as dreadful serpents 
after death. (40) 


faa paren Aa get MA: | 
wrt ag Wasi aT a EA PAT: 18 N 
O My kinsmen, do no harm to a 
Brāhmana even if he is guilty of an offence. 
Even if he assaults you or pours abuse on 
you, salute him daily (in return). (41) 
amt wÀ aue URT: | 
AM AHA gi A ASAN À H GUEN N 8? N 
Just as | bow to them with vigilance 


three times a day, so too do you. Whosoever 
does otherwise will receive punishment from 


Me. (42) 
mami gÀ eat MAAN: | 
sara A+ qi aTeoTaa N x3 N 


A Brahmana’s property, if 
misappropriated, brings about without fail 
the downfall of the man who does so, just 
as the Brahmana’s cow brought about the 
downfall of this king, Nrga, even though 
he was ignorant of the fact that he had 
misappropriated. (43) 
Wel aaa STAT pret BSAA: | 
uaa: adii face Pea il ve Il 

Having thus exhorted the people of 
Dwaraka, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the purifier 
of all the worlds, retired to His palace. (44) 


Firei TA Ag: ITRS FATA: II gE I 
Thus ends the sixty-fourth discourse, entitled “The story of Nrga,” in the latter half 


of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— | oer 


AA Usaafteqnrs eared: 
Discourse LXV 


Baladeva triumphantly diverts the river Yamuna from its course 


MYR 3AA 

w: HENS WTA Teather: | 
mge: vat Aare eu 

Sri Suka began again: The blessed 
Lord Balarama, O jewel among the Kurus ! 
who eagerly longed to see all friends and 
relations in Vraja, drove on one occasion 
from Dwaraka in his chariot to Gokula, 
ruled over by Nanda. (1) 


amna ANARE = = 
waster aranin RARA: wu 21 


On reaching there He was embraced 
by the cowherds as well as by the 
cowherdesses of Vraja, who had been long 
yearning for His sight. Bowing to his foster- 
parents, mother YaSoda and Nanda, he 
was cheered with blessings and addressed 
as follows: (2) 


Fat a: Ulf ae Bra AYER: | 
yanrargaterera Aa: faai: 3. 
“O Bala (a scion of Dasarha), You are 
the Lord of the universe; may You with 
Your younger Brother, Sri Krsna, protect us 
long!” Then placing him on their lap and 
embracing him, they bathed him with tears 
of joy from their eyes. (3) 


Mugaire fafaa aarda: | 
amad AAS ANNETA: Ut ¥ N 
mema WoT, aeea: | 
Aai yami ures; ÅTTA: 14 N 
yra Ag Amaman RTI 
PU Hausa deaahaentaa: N G i 
Bowing to the elderly among the Gopas 
with due ceremony, he was bowed to by 
the younger ones. He duly met all the 
Gopas according to their age, intimacy and 


relation to himself, cutting jokes with them, 
taking them by the hand and so on. When 
he had reposed himself and was comfortably 
seated, all the Gopas gathered round him. 
They had renounced all their worldly 
pleasures as well as the enjoyments of 
heaven, nay, Moksa itself for the sake of 
Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes. Inquired about 
their welfare, they made similar inquiries 
about the health of their kinsmen, the 
Yadus, in a voice choked with emotion as 
follows: (4—6) 


fer Ara WT Wa GATT | 
aie TAT AT Wa Bat SAAT ae: 19 1 


“Balarama, are all our kith and kin at 
Dwaraka well? You are now married and 
are blessed with children, O Rama! Do you 
remember us now and then? (7) 


Ren abet Ba: Wat FRM WAT: FETA: | 
Praca Pato fgg Ren ot aera: n u 


“By good luck the wicked Karmsa has 
been killed and our kinsmen luckily redeemed 
from his tyranny. Happily enough, you have 
either killed or vanquished your enemies 
and taken shelter in a fortified place like 
Dwaraka.” (8) 


Tet Sa: Wes E RT: | 
mA GE HOT: ETAN: N S N 
The Gopis felt greatly honoured by the 
sight at close quarters of Balarama and 
approaching him, smilingly asked him, “Is 
Sri Krsna, the beloved of the ladies of 
Mathura, happy? (9) 
ater Butt at seep fiat wat a a: 1 
aaa Wet xe upam I 
St ST ARASCMTHATAS AAS: N Go N 


“Does he ever remember his relations 
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and friends, or even father and mother? 
Will he come here even once to see his 
mother? Does Sri Krsna of long arms 
remember our constant devotion to him? 
(10) 
rat frat ogy Ue Tay STAT | 
Tee AEA TTS SAAT ATA THT N gR N 
“For his sake, O Lord, we forsook our 
mother and father, brothers, husband, 


children, sisters and all other relations, so 
hard to renounce, O scion of Dasarha ! (11) 


aT A: Gel: URS Ta: Afra: | 
wae gagi SAR stag tert ATP 82 N 


“Yet, O Powerful one, he left us, who 
were so beloved of him, in a moment, 
breaking asunder all ties of affection. We 
could stop him if we would, but how could 
women fail to put faith in his honeyed 
words?” (12) 


aa q yee 
Ta: PAT gN: Waa: | 
yma à amma at 
faan Aae: M 3N 


One Gopi said, “How could the city 
women, who are shrewd enough, believe 
the words of that fickle-minded and ungrateful 
soul?” Another Gopi said, “Sri Krsna is a 
past master in the art of conversation. His 
winsome smiles and loving glances must 
have kindled love in their breast and 
overpowered them. Hence they put faith in 
his words.” (13) 
fee ARH TT: HAT: HATA: | 
STATS Sao Ale TT AAA A: WV N 

A third Gopi said, “O Gopis, what is the 
use of talking about him? Take up some 
other topic for conversation. If he can spend 


his time without us, we should also be able 
to spend our time without him.” (14) 


sta wefad vitsifead are AT 
nite aag erat Bee: RAA: ey N 
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Thus talking among themselves and 
recalling Sri Krsna’s laughter, His talk, His 
winsome glances, graceful gait and 
loving embraces, the women wept bitterly. 

(15) 


ugima: PUTT MANTRA: | 
PIRATES WTA ATA: 1 g8 1 


Skilled in the various methods of 
conciliation, Lord Sankarsana pacified those 
Gopis with Sri Krsna’s messages, which 
were most pleasing to their heart. (16) 


Bt me aa aman ma | 
wa: TOT TA TATA RTEA 819 1 


Balarama spent there the two months 
of the vernal season, viz., Caitra and 
Vaisakha, entertaining the Gopis during the 
nights. (17) 


piesa = BAe Tear | 
mA YW Afad white: N gc i 
At that time a gentle wind wafted the 
fragrance of the blooming lilies, the gardens 
on the banks of the Yamuna were illumined 
by the rays of the full moon, and Sri Balarama 
sported in the midst of crowds of Gopis. 
(18) 
aemm eat aevi gae 
uae aa i Ae rA. RS Ul 
The celestial beverage called Varuni, 
sent by Varuna (the deity presiding over the 
waters), and flowing from the hollow of a 
tree, filled the whole forest with its smell. 
(19) 
a mi AEM aN act: | 
MIATA SPT: wi TTT Ro Ul 
Perceiving the smell of the stream of 
honey borne by the wind, Balarama went 
up to the tree and drank of it alongwith 
those women. (20) 


snima ariaa: | 
ay am Ai nAg: 1 28 I! 


His exploits being sung by the Gop's, 
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who surrounded Him, Balarama roamed 
about intoxicated through the woods with 
eyes swimming in intoxication. (21) 


AH HUSE A ATM Sl ATCT | 
fad RTS ist AUT 3? N 
a saga BAA WerHterehtityan: | 
Pst AAT WT SAMA TA: | 
amai BETA plat aai Fu 23 
We wea WAAR SATA HATS SEAT | 
FET aT PUTT MTT TTT BX 1 
Adorned with a wreath of flowers and a 
necklace called Vaijayanti, nay, with an ear- 
ring shining in one of His ears, and with His 
lotus-like face bright with smiles and decked 
with the dewy drops of sweat, the intoxicated 
Lord summoned the Yamuna to come near 
Him so as to enable Him to sport in her 
water. Taking Him to be intoxicated, the 
Yamuna, however, paid no heed to His 
command and did not come, whereupon 
Balarama got enraged, they say, and, 
dragging the river with the point of His 
plough, said, “O sinful one, since you have 
disobeyed Me and do not come even though 
called by Me, | shall make you taste the 
fruit of your waywardness. With the end of 
My plough, | shall split you into a hundred 
streams.” (22—24) 


wa Fifan sitet aaa TET 
sara afore ara ufsar ATTN BU 
Thus threatened by Balarama, the 
goddess presiding over the Yamuna fell 
on His feet and trembling with fear, said: 
(25) 

WH WA Agate AW aa ARA 
weenie fara Tat SATA: TAN RA Ul 

Wwe aA wre A 
Apri farara Wt HATS N 29 N 


“O Rama, the delighter of all, O long- 
armed one, | had forgotten Your strength, 
and was ignorant of Your transcendent glory. 


y 


O Lord of the universe, | now realize that 
by a mere part manifestation (Sesa) of 
Yours, the whole universe is supported. O 
almighty Lord, O Soul of the universe, 
who are so fond of Your devotees, | take 
refuge in You; kindly excuse me for 
my error and give me freedom to flow.” 
(26-27) 
qA aga AA AA TAATA: | 
fests Set A: a ARATE Mt 2 N 
Thus entreated by her, the Lord 
Balarāma thereupon released the Yamunā 
and entered its waters alongwith the Gopis 
even as a leader of elephants would enter 
a stream to sport with his mates. (28) 
ah aa aego | 
YOO neret Sal Salle: VIVA SISTA AF UI 
When having sported to His heart’s 
content, Sri Balarama rose from the waters 
of the Yamuna, Kanti, (an embodiment of 
Laksmi) presented Him with two pieces of 


cloth of blue colour, valuable ornaments 
and a shining necklace of gold. (29) 


aer are et ATTA TSA | 

N eap feat AK Fa ANT: N Bo N 
Putting on the two pieces of cloth, 

wearing the necklace and artistically decked 

with other gold ornaments and painted with 

sandal-paste, He shone like Airavata (the 

white elephant of Indra, the lord of celestials). 


(30) 
SEN gra UWS aS SHSACAT | 
arate ae qeadta feuseu 


Pariksit, even to this day the Yamuna 
is seen flowing through the course it took 
after being dragged by Balarama, as if 
proclaiming, as a matter of fact, the strength 
of Balarama, who was possessed of infinite 
prowess. (31) 


wa vat fen a Wha THAT TH 
Weare Aaa 32 


Charmed with the sweet qualities of the 


| 
i 
i 
1 
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Din A 


damsels of Vraja, Balarāma lost all sense 
of time. In this way all the nights of His 


enjoyment in Vraja passed as if they were 
but one night. (32) 


agar TA TAIETE: N 4 I 


Thus ends the sixty-fifth discourse entitled “Baladeva triumphantly diverts 
the course of the Yamuna,” in the latter half of Book Ten of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA Vaasa Sea: 
Discourse LXVI 
Paundraka and others killed 


i sara 
wast A w Fenai 
ags Gt Hora MRAN g N 
wa mgA mama aA: | 
gR uA mA aA 3 I 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, when 
Sri Balarama had gone to Nanda’s Vraja, 
Paundraka, the ruler of Karusa, sent a 
messenger to Sri Krsna, saying, “I am 
Vasudeva” ! Steeped as he was in ignorance, 
he was flattered by stupid people, who said, 
“You are the glorious Lord Vasudeva, 
protector of the universe, who have appeared 
on earth for its protection”, and the fellow 
began to look upon himself as Vasudeva, 
the immortal Lord. (1-2) 


qa a Weer: poaren | 
gra aN A FA MARASA: t 3 N 
Just as a foolish boy set up by other 
boys as a king in sport would behave, so 
did the dull-witted fellow, unaware of the 
reality of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, whose ways 
are inscrutable, sent his messenger to 
Dwaraka. (3) 
A gram ara A 
qoi Baa maea S N 


The messenger came to Dwaraka and 


delivered the following message of his king 
to Lord Sri Krsna of lotus-like eyes, who 
was seated in the council hall. (4) 
aqsa Wa A AUN: | 
warner cat g Prefer PAST 4 N 
“| alone am Vasudeva, and there is no 
other. | have come down on earth to bless 
all beings with my grace. You have falsely 
assumed that name, which you should now 
give up. (5) 
aR area Areas AÀ Teac | 
arate ai ea OUT A Se She ATS S I 
“O scion of Yadu, abandon all my marks 
that you have adopted through sheer folly 


and come to me for shelter, or you should 
give me battle.” (6) 


Sri Suka continued: Hearing this 
bragging of the dull-witted Paundraka, King 
Ugrasena and all others who were present 
in the assembly at that time loudly ai 


sa gi maA Ren aay! 
zeA ye frena Araia famed I l 
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When their jokes were over, the Lord 
replied through the messenger as follows: 
“O foolish one, | shall no doubt discharge 
My discus and other insignia on you and all 
those associates of yours, encouraged by 
whom you brag in this manner. (8) 


qa mima agada: | 
waa eet Aam MOTT WATTS 


“O fool, hiding those lips with which you 
are bragging you will then lie down dead on 
the ground, surrounded by buzzards, vultures 
and other carnivorous birds, and instead of 
giving shelter to Me, you will serve as 
subsistence for dogs.” (9) 


fa geai rar wearer 
HONS TAMA AATA FM Lo N 


The messenger returned and conveyed 
the whole of this retort to his master. Sri 
Krsna too, for His part, mounted His chariot 
and invaded Kasi, for the ruler of Karusa 
was then staying with his friend, the king of 
Kasi. (10) 
dugas agga HERA: | 
auia ig PAM TIS ATTN Bk N 
wea m aA wife saa | 
aigna tgh Ve: N RN 


wgrfararngettacarerctary | 
faurot pieqeratin aara ATAN 83 N 
Having received the news of Sri Krsna’s 
invasion, Paundraka, the great car-warrior, 
hastily sallied forth from the city with an 
army consisting of two Aksauhinis; and his 
friend, the king of Kasi, followed him as a 
commander in the rear, O king, with 
a subsidiary force of three Aksauhinis. 
Paundraka could be easily distinguished by 
his conch, discus, sword and mace, the 
Sarnga bow and the mark of Srivatsa, bore 
a Kaustubha gem and was decked with a 
wreath of sylvan flowers. (11—13) 


aaa uta aan Wess 
ACTA CPT AATHUSAT I 2% Ul 


He was clad in two pieces of yellow silk 
and bore the design of Garuda on his 
ensign, wore a priceless crown and brilliant 
crocodile-shaped ear-rings. (14) 


SST AMAT TA Hae | 

aor ae tend fase yet aft uy 
All this outfit was so artificial that he 

looked like an actor on the stage. Finding 

Paundraka closely imitating Him in dress, 

Lord Sri Krsna heartily laughed. (15) 


yenta: uà: yag maA: | 
aR: ufa: ureter ERAN S UI 


Now the enemies assailed Sri Krsna 
with their pikes, maces, iron clubs, lances, 
spears, darts, bludgeons, swords, Pattisas 
and arrows. (16) 


BMT Bred SMH FAH UST: Ui V9 tt 
Like the fire raging at the time of universal 
destruction, which destroys all creatures 
severally, Sri Krsna utterly crushed with His 
mace, sword, discus and shafts that joint 
army of Paundraka and the king of Kasi, 
consisting, as it did, of elephants, chariots, 
horses and footmen. (17) 
arderi ARMA STH OST 
fgueatrerhureatied: 1 
ad fad eae wafer 
maei ë aA aTeaUTTL IN Ve N 
The whole field was strewn with chariots 
and dead bodies of horses, elephants, men, 
donkeys and camels—cut to pieces by the 
discus of Sri Krsna—and looked as fearful 
as the place where Sankara carries on His 
deadly dance of destruction at the end of a 
Kalpa. Its sight afforded delight to the brave. 


(18) 
ware toga gift at: dogs ae ATH I 
SAAT AMT AAAI A Fe N 
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Now Sri Krsna addressed Paundraka, 
as follows: “Hullo Paundraka, you asked 
Me through the mouth of your messenger 
to give up the weapons | carry on My 
person. | shall accordingly discharge them 
on you. (19) 
Torres BATA TAT eA | 
Sate PRU ASE Ate Te MATA It 2 N 

“| shall compel you to give up My name, 
which has been falsely assumed by you, O 
ignorant one. You asked Me to take refuge 
in you. | would do so today, if | avoided a 
clash with you.” (20) 


ofa farar Aratta gR | 
fORISAVaS TATSA TATA aA R: 1 RR N 


Reproaching him thus, Sri Krsna 
shattered the chariot of Paundraka with His 
sharp arrows and lopped off his head with 
His discus, even as Indra knocked down 
wings of mountains with his thunderbolt. (21) 


AAT HUST: STAMPA Ses UAH: | 
SR CRM EOI CI COMIC CCl 23 N 


Sri Krsna likewise severed the head of 
the king of Kasi from his body with His 
arrows and caused it to fly and fall into the 
city of Kasi even as the wind would carry 
away a lotus-bud. (22) 
wa Haut gear Wega Ta at | 
aama, ARARA: tt 23 N 

Thus putting an end to both Paundraka 
and his ally, the king of Kasi, who had been 
nursing enmity towards Him, Lord Sri Krsna 
returned to Dwaraka, the Siddhas singing 
His glories, sweet as nectar. (23) 


a Aia Tae eae: | 
fara TST] LAST TAM S ATT Ul BY UI 


Pariksit, Paundraka ever used to think 
intensely of the Lord. All the ties of his 
Karma were cut asunder by this; and as he 
constantly remembered the Lord’s Form, 
when imitating Him, he attained the same 
Form as His after death. (24) 


for: ua Usk APIS | 
ria area on aAA HRSA: 11 24, N 


Seeing a human head with ear-rings 
lying at the entrance of the palace in Kasi, 
the people wondered whose head it was, 
and how it came. (25) 
Ua: paten Ase: TAAL: | 
CTE Bl SAT MTT A MAA WTS STN BE I 

Recognizing at last that it was the head 
of their king, the ruler of Kasi, the queens, 
sons and relations of the king and the 
citizens wailed loudly saying, “O lord, O 


master, O king, alas, we are all undone.” 
(26) 


qnoa Ga: par Henani frg: | 
Free ige aeea fag: 1 29N 
SUPT AA ATA | 
gefais UOT HÈT RC N 


The king’s son, Sudaksina, performed 
the funeral rites to his father and resolved 
in his mind that he would repay the debt 
to his father by killing his slayer. With the 
help of his priest, Sudaksina began to 
worship Sankara with utmost concentration. 

(27-28) 
Hasa water ates HA: | 
Agma a aa AT 23 ll 
_ Pleased with his worship at Kasi, Lord 
Sankara offered him a boon. Sudaksina 
replied, “Lord, if You are pleased with me, 
tell me by what means | can kill the slayer 
of my father. That is the only boon | seek 
from You.” (29) 
aomi Rer arent: wargheasr | 
anemiaa a atta: wastda: i 30 Il 
metre agra ARTT: | 
SAMS AM Cah PUOTAATAT Act tt 3k l 

Sankara said, “With the help of 
Brahmanas worship the sacred fire called 
Daksinagni, according to the Abhicara 
method employed for malevolent purposes: 


a 
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That fire, accompanied by Pramathas, the 
attendants of Sankara, will accomplish your 
purpose even as a priest appointed to carry 
out one’s wishes. It will, however, be 
powerless against one who is devoted to 
Brāhmaņas.” Thus told by Lord Sankara, 
Sudaksina did as he was bid, observing 
strict discipline and directing the Abhicara 
force against Sri Krsna. (30-31) 


Asie: posa RTT: | 
qaaa Rra R ENARA: BBN 


As soon as the Abhicāra was over, the 
god of fire emerged in person from the 
sacrificial pit, assuming a very terrible form. 
His locks, moustaches and beard looked 
red like heated copper; his eyes emitted 
sparks of fire. (32) 


HAN ARATA: AET | 
aega at agaa T 33N 
TRA AAT TAT as E E TCT | 
Asera Fat Aghi Wael Faw: N 3% N 


His large and protruding teeth and 
threatening eyebrows gave him a stern 
appearance; he was licking the corners of 
his mouth with his tongue; his naked body 
threw out flames of fire. Flourishing a trident 
in his hand, he strode the earth with legs as 
tall as a palm tree. Making the earth tremble 
under his feet and burning the cardinal 
points, he rushed towards Dwaraka, followed 
by spectress. (33-34) 


THRE BRAIRE: | 
faites wag: Wd aè HAT AAT 34 N 
At the sight of that Abhicara fire rushing 
towards them, the people of Dwaraka were 
all frightened, even as the deer get frightened 
at the sight of a forest conflagration. (35) 
Re: Tat teat wrt ATT: | 
wife atte Freire aA: Weed: YALI 38 I 
They ran in consternation to the Lord, 
who was playing at dice in His court, and 
Said, “O Ruler of the three worlds, protect 


us, O Lord! protect us, from the fire that is 
about to consume the city.” (36) 


A TATA FSM TAM Tl ATA | 
RUG: THATS AT Aafa Mt Bo I 


Hearing of this distress of His people, 
and seeing the cause of their fear, Sri Krsna, 
the protector of His devotees, laughed loudly 
and heartily and said, “Do not be afraid, | 
shall protect you from this danger.” (37) 


aderai me peat area fay: | 
faama afgararel aigeeet Asm ATTA Mt Be N 


Lord Sri Krsna is a witness of all that 
happens within and without all creatures. 
He at once came to know that it was the 
Krtya, a malevolent force of Lord Siva, 
released from Kasi. He commanded His 
discus Sudarsgana, that stood by His side, 
to nullify the Krtya. (38) 
ad yinemi gari 

AAAA WATANA | 
Te G rps tect 
Teh ypa RANET it 3S N 


Brilliant like millions of suns, and flaming 
forth like the fire of universal destruction, 
the discus Sudarśana, the favourite missile 
of the Lord, lighted up heaven and earth as 
well as the intervening region and the four 
quarters with its lustre and forthwith subdued 
the Abhicāra fire. (39) 


Parc: uga: A g- 
TATA E TT ATS Aig: | 
anor ue qafart a 
Aaa Ace APASIAR: 1 Xo N 
Repulsed by the force of Sri Krsna’s 
weapon, the magic fire known by the name 
of Krtya had its force blunted and, turning 
back, returned to Kasi and burnt up 
Sudaksina and his priests, by whom it had 
been released. (40) 
ah a aimma 
ano MENAT | 
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miya 
NANENANE KR 
qea aori wal ayah ga | 
ya: iA SA pE RRT RTT: 1 8? N 
Following the Krtyā, Sudarśana, the 
discus of Sri Krsna, entered Kasi and, 
reducing the whole city to ashes alongwith 
its high towers, assembly halls, houses, 
market-places, big gates, attics, granaries, 
treasuries, the stalls for elephants, horses 


and chariots and dining halls, returned to 
Dwaraka and stood once more by the side 
of Sri Krsna, who did everything as a matter 
(41-42) 
a Uae SARAR | 
Seat A OTA AAA: WAT N 83 N 
The man who hears attentively, or 
relates, the story of this exploit of the glorious 


Lord Sri Krsna gets completely rid of all 
sins. (43) 


sft ENAA wert MAER GRI IREA THT 
Gusaneas AT IIETRS ATA: I GE Il 


Thus ends the sixty-sixth discourse entitled “Paundraka and others killed by 
Sri Krsna”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


sra Maar seared: 
Discourse LXVII 
Dwivida killed by Balarama 


WHAT 

Asi Tafa weeeyaat: | 
STATA TEAL PAA WY: UU 

King Pariksit submitted: Lord Balarama 
is possessed of infinite glory; His Form and 
virtues are unfathomable, His deeds are 
wonderful. | long to hear more of Him, what 
other feats He performed. (1) 


AJE Sara 
He CET yaa feet AMT AT: | 
yiana: Asa a Aae AAT 2 M 


Sri Suka replied: There was a certain 
monkey, Dwivida by name. He was a friend 
of Naraka, a counsellor of Sugriva and the 
powerful brother of Mainda. (2) 


We: Asafa Hay art wefaeray | 
Geet, Saat SARS 3 


He made havoc of the country by setting 
fire to and burning towns, villages, mines 
and cowherds’ stations with a view to clearing 
his debt to his friend by wreaking vengeance 
on his enemy. (3) 


qatar A Aea Tay] AAA | 
amah GTA sated fire aft: u vl 


Sometimes he pulled out hills and 
smashed with them whole territories, 
especially the territory of Anarta, where 
lived Sri Krsna, the Slayer of his friend. (4) 


wafer MASA SATE ATT | 
SM APTA ACA AT AASTAT S I 


Possessing, as he did, the strength of 
ten thousand elephants, the monkey now and 
then took his stand in mid-ocean and splashed 
such a volume of water with his hands as to 
submerge the territories adjoining the shore.(6) 
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The villain used to knock down trees in 
the hermitages of great sages and profaned 
their sacrificial fires with his excrement and 
urine. (6) 


TA AA Ga: AET T: | 
Aia maar: Aa PERA N O N 


Just as a wasp imprisons the larva, 
even so the power-intoxicated monkey threw 
men and women into the valleys and caves 
of mountains and blocked their mouths with 
huge rocks. (7) 


wa m aug grisa pees: | 
yar ya i R taah adne N 
Thus he made havoc of the entire land, 
and what is more, defiled even high-born 
women. On a certain day, hearing very 
sweet music, he went to the Raivataka hill. 


(8) 
aways seul Wa Genes! 
Festttraraty TATATA N S N 

There he saw Balarāma, the protector 
of the Yadus, most charming in every limb 
and decked with a garland of lotuses, 
standing in the midst of a bevy of young 
girls. (9) 
Tred arevit en mAAR 
Rumi ager Arata ARTT fol 

Drunk with Varuni, He was singing 
beautifully with eyes swimming in intoxication 
and with His glowing body looked like an 
elephant in rut. (10) 


TS: ma: Mamee: RAET 
aA ferefenererecaTa ATL g N 
Climbing up branches of trees the wicked 


monkey shook the trees and in order to 
attract notice loudly chattered. (11) 


TA el Haier eTA MRTT: | 
maar faseqaereaahtae: I 82 N 


Observing the impudence on the part of 
that monkey, the young girls, who were 
fond of fun and sportive by nature, loudly 
laughed. Being under the protection of Sri 
Balarama, they had no fear. (12) 


a eae prayed: agafa: | 
gha EE aei TET a ARTT: 83 N 
Under the very eyes of Balarāma the 
monkey began to insult the girls by twisting 
his eyebrows, making wry faces and showing 
them his hind part. (13) 
A ma URAL Hagl Tet: Weta AT: | 
asain Ware aera HT: N Y¥ I 
Ta STATA ete ATL GAT! 
Paha aasi Geet area ATAU BU 
Heap Acar fare Acres: | 
a aeni GMT SoA ACIFAT gS I 
Sal Fated eet akira 
Ffas na: STEP UU I 819 UI 
MAT MT A ae essa 
ag agi aA waa ser g N 
Uses ATA pae AL! 
Waetedatarent fart TMT ge N 
fatten titer wet afer 
WAGs Bakers pea AAAA Ut 20 II 
ETT TASS Te: MAMTA | 
AAS SAT SEA a MY STAMPA Mt VP UN 
Full of rage, Balarama, the foremost of 
warriors, hit him with a slab of stone; the 
crafty monkey, however, evaded it and hastily 
coming down the tree took up the pot of Varuni 
and defied Balarama by grinning at him and 
provoking him thereby. The wicked monkey 
then smashed the pot of Varuni, tore the 
clothes of the women and caused infinite 
annoyance to Sri Balarama and, puffed up 
with pride, showed disrespect to Him. 
Observing such defiant attitude of his and 
remembering how he made havoc of the 
country, Balarama got enraged and took up 
His weapons, the pestle and plough, with 
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intent to kill him. Dwivida also, being very 
powerful, lifted up a sal tree with one hand 
and rushing with great vehemence, hit 
Balarama with it on His head. The mighty 
Balarama, however, remained immovable like 
a rock and, holding up with one hand the tree 
even as it came flying towards his head, struck 
the monkey with His pestle called Sunanda. 
With his brain crushed by the pestle and 
covered with a stream of blood, Dwivida shone 
like a mountain covered with a solution of 
red chalk. But, unmindful of the stroke, he in 
extreme rage pulled out yet another tree and, 
removing all its leaves, hit Balarama with it 
violently. Balarama split the tree into a hundred 
pieces. The monkey struck Balarama with 
another in great rage; but the latter split that 
too into a hundred pieces. (14—21) 


We ear waa WT a OA: YA: | 
BPS Taal Gary AARATI 2 N 
Thus he fought on. Each time a tree 
was smashed by Balarama, the monkey 
pulled out another. Thus uprooting the trees 
one by one he denuded the forest of its 
trees on all sides. (22) 
aAa aeretrreraraa: | 
ae aes GUase citerar AATA: N R3 Ul 
The enraged monkey thereupon began 
to rain slabs of stone on Balarama; but 


these also the latter, as a matter of sport, 
reduced to powder with His pestle. (23) 


Bg Mera gt WHA Haya: | 
ATE evita aa sere H ATM VS I 


Finally clenching his arms, which were 
as long as a palm tree, the great monkey 
went up to Balarama and struck Him on the 
chest with both his fists. (24) 
Beat Seal AKT FACTS | 
sanada E: AS SR FTN 2 I 

Thereupon the Lord of the Yadus set 
aside His pestle and plough and, full of 
rage, hit him with both His hands on the 
collar-bone, and the latter fell down dead 
vomiting blood. (25) 


waa at Uda Ges: Waren: | 
uda: Helder AAT Aare N VE N 


Pariksit, like a ship rocking in water 
through the action of wind, the whole 
mountain with its peaks and trees shook as 
the monkey fell. (26) 


SAVER TH: Ves: UM] AURA STA | 
Uhre arora SATO RS I 


In the heavens the gods raised shouts 
of victory, the Siddhas uttered greetings 
and great sages loudly said, ‘Well done, 
Well done!’ and they all showered flowers 
on Balarama. (27) 
wa fea fgfad maafa 
ATTA WTA: ARATA Ve N 

Having thus put an end to Dwivida, who 
had been desolating the land, Lord Balarama 
returned to Dwaraka, His own city, amidst 


the praises and acclamations of the people. 
(28) 


frad ma aE ATRA: I G9 Il 
Thus ends the sixty-seventh discourse entitled “Dwivida killed by Balarama,” 


in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhāgavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


| eoa u 


»! 


SToTeS afte qu Sead: 
Discourse LXVIII 


Triumph of Sankarsana—in the form of dragging Hastinapura 


eateraai sty Mea tata: | 
PARMAR AAT aaa: 1-8 
Sri Suka began again: Pariksit! 
Samba, son of Jambavati, was a great 
warrior, who was always victorious in battle. 
He carried away Laksmana, Duryodhana’s 
daughter, from an assembly of kings called 
for the choice of her partner by the princess 
herself. (1) 


altar: ofa sadami: | 
mapa A AARAA AMA 2 N 
The Kauravas were enraged at this. 
They said, “Setting us at naught, this unruly 
boy has forcibly taken away the girl, who 
did not even seek his hand. (2) 
asi gfi h nRa gTa: | 
Asmaa Tat AT aA ÂN 3 N 
“Imprison the wayward boy. What would 
the Yādavas do, who rule the land conferred 


on them by us and who have been thriving 
through our grace. (3) 
Arii yi sear aA qura: | 
qaga: yri mfa won ga YHA: Ul ¥ N 
“If, on hearing of the captivity of the 
boy, the Vrsnis venture to come here, they 
will find their pride curbed and will be silenced 
in the same way as the senses thoroughly 
controlled through Prāņāyāma and other 
means are easily tamed.” (4) 
sft aut: wet Raha: GA: | 
Wa ag pega: 4 N 
Resolving thus, Karna, Sala, Bhūriśravā, 
Yajfiaketu, and Duryodhana proceeded to 


capture Samba with the approval of the 
elderly among the Kurus. (5) 


565_ Srimadbhagavat_Part 2_Section_30_Front 


FRAT M AA: AA MMC AANA: | 
Wa efeat at awit fie gana: el 
Seeing the sons of Dhrtarastra closely 
pursuing him, Samba, a great car-warrior, 
took up a fine bow and singly stood defiant 
like a lion. (6) 


aa Raga: gaa frof fàr: | 
STATE aA aÀ: aa: TAT N O N 


In their eagerness to capture him, the 
Kaurava warriors advanced in great rage 
under the leadership of Karņa, shouting 
‘Stop, stop’, and approaching him, covered 
him up with a shower of arrows. (7) 


Pariksit, though yet a boy, Samba was 
a son of the incomprehensible Lord Sri 
Krsna. Unjustly attacked by the Kurus, he 
resented it like a lion attacked by the smaller 
animals. (8) 


Pepai ore ard ats arena aa: | 
anid WE TIP Areas gA N e N 


Twanging his splendid bow, he 
individually hit the six Kuru heroes— 
advancing against him in their chariots—with 
six arrows each at one and the same time. (9) 


agira areraast a RA | 
RASE AOSTA TASTET Il Qo N 


With four arrows he hit the four horses 
drawing the chariot of each warrior and with 
one arrow each he hit the charioteer as well 
as the warrior himself. The enemies, who 
were each armed with a large bow, admired 
this exploit of Sāmba. (10) 


a7 0 fart agraanvad ear 
Whe aes eA Peres aT: TTA 82 1 
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All the six Kuru warriors then attacked 
him simultaneously and deprived him of his 
chariot. Four of them killed his four horses, 
one in his turn killed his charioteer and the 
remaining one tore off his bow. (11) 


a arqeat fare PHT HLA AT | 
BAN GS Hat a eae RASAN 22 UI 
Thus depriving him of his chariot in the 
battle, the Kurus bound Samba with difficulty 
and returned triumphantly to their city, 
carrying him and Duryodhana’s daughter, 
Laksmana, with them. (12) 
TESA AAT THAT TST Aaa: \ 
Hel WA AATA EAT: i 23 U 
Pariksit, hearing of this from the lips of 
the celestial sage Narada, the Yadus felt 
greatly enraged and began their preparations, 
as directed by their chief, Ugrasena, to 
march against the Kauravas. (13) 


Brae g A Wa: Wary Sra 
Fe HAT TOA Stet RATE: Ut YY N 
am aRt «= werTfgrractar 
HAM: pART FAVA FA Ver U Ve Ul 
Balarama, the Destroyer of the impurities 
of the Kali age, did not, however, approve 
of a quarrel between the Kurus and the 
Yadus. Although the Yadava heroes had 
completed their preparations for the fight, 
He pacified them and drove to Hastinapura 
in a chariot brilliant like the sun, accompanied 
by a number of Brahmanas and some elders 
of the Yadu race, like the moon in the midst 
of planets. (14-15) 
Teal Weed Wa araa: | 
Sea wama gS JAAT N ell 
Reaching Hastinapura, Balarama 
stopped in a garden outside the city and 


sent Uddhava to Dhrtarastra with intent to 
ascertain the intention of the Kauravas. (16) 


ARa sitet sot a EA 
gir a faiaga waarmee go N 


Reaching the Kaurava court, Uddhava 


duly saluted Dhrtarastra, Bhisma, Drona, 
Bahlika (Bhisma’s uncle) and Duryodhana 
and informed them of Balarama’s arrival.(17) 
Astras os Yet WH TEA | 
qiiae: Pt HEATA: ect 
The Kauravas were greatly delighted to 
hear of the arrival of Balarama, their best 
friend, and, treating Uddhava with honour, 
all went forth to receive Balarama, taking 
festal presents in their hands. (18) 
a ag gars Teel a ATA | 
AUT A ATMA: WUT: FATA TACT LU 
They received Balarama with due 
honours and offered Him Arghya (water for 
washing His hands with) and a cow, and 
such of them as knew His greatness saluted 
Him with their heads bent low. (19) 


SRT HM: Ara TAT ATT | 
Wena Wal aurasfaata AA: il ol 


When both parties had inquired after 
each other’s welfare and health and learnt 
that their mutual friends and relations were 
doing well, Balarama forthwith spoke these 
fearless words: (20) 


soe: AAN aq a sara WY: | 
Aca: seat Huss Marci AA Nl Ve I 


“Hear with an attentive mind what the 
king of kings, the mighty Ugrasena, has 
enjoined you to do and carry it out without 
delay. (21) 
ae ye cece farne TRA 
ASAT TATA TATRA Ut R? I 

“He says: ‘| hear that many of you 
combined by unrighteous means tO 
overpower Samba who fought single-handed 
respecting the laws of war, and that you 
have taken him prisoner. | have, however: 
tolerated this with intent to maintain harmony 
among friends and relations. Therefore, do 
not extend the quarrel, release Samba from 
captivity and allow him to come to us with 
his newly wedded wife.’ ” (22 
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ative gareasiitheadt aa: 

qa aae AA: WAAT: tt 23 N 
Pariksit, enraged to hear these haughty 

words of Baladeva, inspired as they were 

with a sense of virility, strength and gallantry 

and quite becoming of His own power, the 

Kauravas replied as follows: (23) 


ae nead Ree ERT | 
area & fret ype av N 


“Oh, what a great wonder it is that by 
force of Time, so hard to overcome, the 
shoe actually aspires to mount the head, 
which is occupied by the crown. (24) 


Ud SPA Wg: EAEAN: | 

FOI ATA SEATS: N 34 I 
“Bound by conjugal ties and allowed to 

share our bed, seat and food, and favoured 


with a royal throne by us, the Yadavas were 
exalted to a position of equality with us. (25) 


Tea wget A UTS 
rieme great ARARAT N RG N 
“They enjoy the use of a chowrie, fan, 
conch, white umbrella, crown, a royal seat 
and bed through our sufferance. (26) 
wt at mama- 
alg: watt: moni 
aseraerafaa fè argat 
TMT AT BATU 


“They should no longer be allowed to 
retain these royal insignia, which are proving 
adverse to the giver even as milk offered to 
a serpent. Elevated in rank through our 
grace, they have now shamelessly begun 
to command us. What a pity! (27) 


mais pefiefiersrorsparehy: | 
ATA Sets Riga: n 22 0 


“Just as a ram dare not seize the prey 
of a lion, how could even Indra (the celestial 
king) enjoy what is not offered to him by 

hisma, Drona, Arjuna and other Kuru 
Chiefs?” (28) 


sra heaga AN 
MAA i gaea: AAN 3? N 


Sri Suka continued: Pariksit, their 
pedigree, the strength of their kinsmen 
(Bhisma, Arjuna and others) and fortune 
had served to swell their pride. They cast 
even ordinary courtesy to the winds and, 
uttering such harsh words within the hearing 
of Balarama, returned to Hastinapur. (29) 


FSM HRT dye Arora ATA: | 
ATA HUTA THA: VHT AE: N Bo N 
The infallible Balarama observed their 
discourtesy and incivility and heard their 
reproaches. Overwhelmed with indignation, 


and looking quite terrific, He burst into 
convulsions and said: (30) 


Tama: Sa eT TETAS: | 

wor fe WaT BUS: UAT TST TN 32 N 
“Certainly these wicked souls are not in 

favour of conciliation, elated as they are 

with pride of various kinds. Chastisement is 

undoubtedly the best means of softening 


such people, just as a staff is necessary to 
tame the beast. (31) 


HE AGL REI Hot a phir gra: | 

aaae yar ARTE: 132 11 
“Oh! having slowly pacified the Yadus, 

who were terribly excited, as well as Sri 


Krsna, who was full of rage, | came here 
seeking to conciliate them. (32) 


a gÀ Wanda: cca: et: | 

a ARTs Fegurary MASET 33 0 
“But these slow-witted and wicked 

fellows are bent on strife. Hence these proud 


people treated Me scornfully and repeatedly 
showered abuses on Me. (33) 


AAT: fact fagar ya: | 
PaA AR EAA: 11 3% 1 


“Indeed Ugrasena, whose behests are 
carried out even by Indra and the other 
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guardians of the world, is no suzerain lord 
but a mere ruler of the Bhojas, Vrsnis and 
Andhakas. (34) 


Rents somrad a UTA STATA: | 
STATS RTA ASE T Pepe MEAT: Ut 34 I 


“Sri Krsna, who occupies the Sudharma 
hall and brought the celestial tree, viz., 
Parijata from heaven and enjoys it, does 
not, say, deserve the royal throne! (35) 


qa UST Aree SMroaTeAS RACIST | 
a amii feet sitet maa 36 U 


“Sri Krsna, whose feet are adored by 
Laksmi Herself, the mistress of the world, is 
not entitled, say, to bear the royal insignia ! 


(36) 
wergu gs aAA- 
NGE GREIEGGIÐGIO EY 
TAM VASAT AeA RA: HEAT: 
sftyciteen Fara Forest aa N 319 N 


“He, the dust of whose lotus-feet lends 
sanctity even to the sacred waters, which 
are resorted to by holy men,and is borne on 
their crowned heads not only by all the 
guardians of the world (the deities presiding 
over the various spheres of the universe), 
but even so by Brahma and Rudra, Goddess 
Laksmi and Myself, who are mere fractions 
of His fractions, is, say, unworthy of a royal 
seat ! (37) 


sad Herat aS Fo: frer 
sore: fact aa tae g Eta: FE Be 
“Indeed, the Yadus rule over a territory 
bestowed on them by the Kurus! We are 
mere shoes, as it were, while the Kurus 
represent the head ! (38) 


ate teat Tarte MAA | 
STATE AA BAM: Hi: UART I 39 Ul 


“How is it possible for one, who is capable 
of dealing proper punishment to them, to put 
up with the harsh and incoherent words of 
these proud men who are intoxicated with 
power and are raving like madmen? (39) 


ara Aranni gent aftemicratia: | 
Tea Beret cela VATA Xo N 


“| shall rid the earth of the Kurus today.” 
With these words Balarama took up His 
weapon, the plough, and got up enraged, as 
if He would burn all the three worlds. — (40) 


AISA qmyfgari METT | 
fared a gai weken: 1 xe N 
With the point of His plough He lifted up 
the whole city of Hastināpura and began to 
drag it angrily with a view to throw it into the 
Ganga. (41) 
mea west AM UAT! 
SPRATT ANT ITA AEEA: I8? N 
Being dragged into water, Hastinapura 
began to shake like a boat. When the 
Kauravas observed that their city was falling 
into the Ganga, they were seized with 
consternation. (42) 
qda poi WY: Apert Fasitfawa: | 
AAMT TRA AS MSHA: WIA Ul 83 I 
Anxious to save their lives, they placed 
Samba and Laksmana at their head and, 
taking their families with them, sought the 
almighty Balarama Himself with joined palms 
for protection. (43) 


wa mamen ward 7 fart al 
yemi A: HEBM areata ay ve Il 


They said, “Rama, the Delighter of all, 
You are no other than Sesa, the support of 
the world. We did not know Your greatness. 
Be pleased, therefore, to forgive us Our 
transgression, foolish and evil-minded as 
we are. (44) 


Raae aay SAAT: | 
Er STC er aa FE UM | 


“You are the sole Cause of creation, 
continuance and destruction of the univers® 
the substratum of all, though resting °° 
nothing but Your own being. Indeed: 
Lord, sages speak of the three worlds aS 
Your toys and Yourself as the Player- 45) 


»' 
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ma yia ie 
qusa fau Teee | 
maa: Tara wefava: 
MAR: Rye: ye n 


“O Lord of infinite strength, possessed 
of a thousand heads! You alone bear the 
weight of the terrestrial globe on one of 
Your heads, without any effort, and at the 
time of final dissolution withdraw the universe 
into Yourself and lie on the causal waters 


as the only remaining substance, Narayana, 
without a second. (46) 


amsaa ia A a | 
Rud a ard RaR: N vio 1 


“Lord, You have assumed this Form 
consisting of pure Sattva, goodness. Your 
anger is not prompted by hatred or malice 
but is intended only to teach all and is 
directed towards the maintenance of the 
world order. (47) 


TA Wester HARRE | 
Ram TAS cat Fa PUT TAT: WS 1 
“Hail to You, O Inner Controller of all 
created beings, O omnipotent and immutable 
Maker of the universe! We have sought 
You as our Protector. Salutation be to You 
again and again.” (48) 
MIJE 3AA 
w mà: darAdmmatda: 
Ra: quest m Aai aru xen 
Sri Suka went on: Propitiated thus by 
the Kurus, who had got alarmed to find 
their city shaking and sought protection 


with Him, Balarama felt much pleased 
and promised them protection asking 


them to shed their fear. (49) 


ara renaud Geet Sedat: 4? 1 

Duryodhana was very fond of his 
daughter, Laksmana. He gave away as 
dowry twelve hundred young elephants, each 
sixty years of age, ten thousand horses, six 
thousand gold chariots glowing like the sun, 
and a thousand maid-servants adorned with 


a gold necklace. (50-51) 

were q ae wel were areas: | 

Ut: TET: WEI gela RET: 1&2 N 
Accepting for His part all those 


Presents, and acclaimed by his friends and 
relations, Lord Balarama, the foremost of 
the Yadus, departed with Samba and his 


bride. (52) 


Mea wd ; 
Wea AUT GE AET I 4: 1 
Returning to His city, Dwārakā, Balarāma 
met all His devoted friends and relations 


and in the open court told the Yādava 


chiefs everything, viz., how he had dealt 
with the Kurus. (53) 


Sen a Ut AA eaa aA | 
mi RAA ERAN gY i 
Even to this day Hastināpura appears 
fairly elevated towards the south and sloping 
down towards the Ganga, thereby testifying 
to this supreme exploit of Balarama. (54) 


oe aE TÀ IRV GRIT IREA IRIS aera 
AEFI WATS TST ATS ART: N ES Il 
Thus ends the sixty-eighth discourse entitled “The Triumph of Sankarsana in the form of 


dragging Hastinapura”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-samthita. 


—— oe 


3TH aga Sears: 


Discourse LXIX 
A Glimpse into the household life of Sri Krsna 


RJE SAAT 

ate fred a aA a AATA 
Pura sat ag fagal: FA ANE: lt R Ul 

Sri Suka began again: Having heard 
that the demon Naraka had been killed and 
that Sri Krsna had singly married numerous 
girls, the sage Narada felt eager to see how 
the Lord lived with them all. (1) 
fat aaa ager aud YA 
Tey gears fart WH saa i VI 

He said to himself, “Oh, how wonderful 
it was that the one Lord should with one 
personality marry sixteen thousand wives in 
separate houses all at once.” (2) 


Thus full of curiosity and eager to see 
this sport of the Lord with his own eyes, the 
divine sage came to Dwaraka, which was 
adorned with parks and gardens in full 
blossom and resounded with the warbling 
of birds and the humming of bees. (3) 


IGARA: | 
Bray areqed: pi Sra: Xl 
It was rendered noisy with the loud 
crackle of swans and cranes residing in 
ponds spread over with full-blown lotuses 
and lilies of various colours. (4) 


umantati wafers: | 

TATA: aurora: I & 
It was studded with nine lakhs of 

mansions built of crystal and silver, inlaid 


with shining emeralds and furnished with 
articles of gold and precious stones. (5) 


faurentearaerarcarraut: 
mammi Eat Area: | 


if ereire 
uaaa RTTA NN 
It looked charming with its well-defined 
roads and other thoroughfares, quadrangles 
and market-places, sheds for animals, 
temples and guild halls. Its roads, courtyards, 
lanes and thresholds of houses were daily 
sprinkled with water. The everflying flags 
and pennons warded off sunshine. (6) 
aema sitveferd § welfereraa: | 
Be AB Te AA AT HIT STATI 19 
In that city there was the most splendid 
(richly furnished) row of palaces of Lord 
Sri Krsna, admired by all the guardians of 
the world, in the construction of which 
Vigwakarma, the celestial architect, had 
exhibited all his architectural skill. (7) 


aa Brevi: UÀ: MAERT 
faasread vit: usta set EANN 
The row was adorned with sixteen 
thousand beautiful mansions of Sri Krsna’s 
consorts. Narada at random entered a big 
palace out of these. (8) 


aeai faguendtdqduerar: | 
sated: pAn arectferar tt N 
Supported on columns of coral, on 
excellent slabs of Vaidirya (the cat's eye 
gem) and walls of sapphire, it was provided 
with a floor—whose lustre never faded— 
paved with the same precious stone. (9) 
aana gaaat: | 
ungol 


It was further furnished with canopies 
made by Viéwakarmā himself, from which 
strings of pearls were hanging, as well as 
with seats and beds made of ivory and 
inlaid with excellent gems. (10) 
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Tears aut Aaa: AAT 


qiu: Ansari: N gg N 


lt was attended by maid-servants 
adorned with gold necklaces, and dressed 
in fine clothes, and man-servants wearing 


coats, turbans, fine clothes and jewelled 
ear-rings. (11) 


ami aami frratrsrtss | 
wa aa aRmpgmà- 
A MARI SATA: 122 1 
Dear Pariksit, the darkness in the palace 
was dispelled by lustre of jewels serving as 
lights. Seeing fumes of burning aloe-wood 
issuing out of the air-holes, the peacocks 
on its picturesque eaves screamed and 


danced under the impression that clouds 
were up. (12) 


QUST Ulead RATTET 23 N 


Narada saw Sri Krsna, the Lord of Yadus, 
seated there together with the mistress of 
the house, Rukmini, who was herself fanning 
the Lord with a chowrie provided with a 
gold handle, although she was constantly 
waited upon by thousands of maid-servants, 
who were equal to her in virtue, beauty, age 
and neat dress. (13) 


Watters war aeattera: s- 

viga: upata afte: | 
ama mage force fne- 

WR anA AEA N gY UI 


Discerning the Devarsi, the almighty 
Lord, Sti Krsna, the foremost among the 
Supporters of virtue, immediately rose from 
the bed of Sri (Rukmini) and, bowing low 
with His head, adorned with a crown, at the 
feet of the sage with joined palms, installed 
him on His own seat. (14) 


Ranan sfà wat afar | 
waa sia ara ath 
TAa a ANTA Mt Yh N 
Pariksit, Sri Krsna is the suprem 
Teacher of the world; having washed His 
feet, the Ganga has become capable of 
purifying all. The Protector of holy men, He 
has earned the appropriate title of 
Brahmanya Deva by virtue of His singular 
devotion to the Brahmanas. The Lord, 
therefore, washed the feet of the Devarsi 
and bore that water on His head. (15) 


We weit aA ava FA 1 ggi 


Thereafter, the Lord, who was no other 
than the most ancient sage Narayana, the 
eternal companion of Nara, duly worshipped 
the celestial sage according to the prescribed 
rules of worship and, addressing him in 
measured words sweet as nectar, humbly 
said, “Pray, tell Me, My lord, what service 
we may render your holy self.” (16) 


IMG sara 
Farad wala asan 
Aiga SH: STAT 
R: aa fe safest 
Saan SET FAIA WS 1 29 11 
Narada replied: “O almighty Lord of the 
universe, it is no wonder that You love all 
Your devotees and chastise the wicked. O 
glorious Lord, You have come down to 
earth of Your own accord for the supreme 
welfare of all as well as for the sake of 


maintaining and protecting the world. We 
know this full well. (17) 


ena REN afarer: | 
. a : 
TATRA TENT TM Ayla: ATM VS N 
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“What a great fortune that | have been 
enabled today to enjoy the sight of Your 
blessed feet, which bring to mankind 
supreme peace and deliverance, which are 
ever contemplated at heart by Brahma and 
others possessed of infinite wisdom—the 
feet which are, as a matter of fact, like a 
rope with the help of which men fallen in 
the deep well of worldly life may rise above 
it. Kindly bless me that wherever | may 
be, their thought may ever haunt me 
and | may go about contemplating on them.” 

(18) 


aAa Aay TE FTI: ANS: | 
Manae arraranfatacara tt g N 


Dear Pariksit, then in order to ascertain 
the power of Yogamaya, divine glory, of the 
Lord of all masters of Yoga, Narada entered 
the mansion of another consort of Sri Krsna. 

(19) 


Jamad freer agar a 
OFS: TAT TA MATT A: Ut Ro Ut 
There he saw Sri Krsna engaged in 
playing at dice with His beloved consort 
and Uddhava. There also the Lord stood up 
at the sight of the sage, offered him a seat 


and worshipped him with supreme devotion. 
(20) 


qevanfagaarat ers sare wana | 
fraa fe q yotga: 1 RR N 


Then, like one who was unaware of the 
sage’s arrival, He said, “When did you come? 
You are established in the Self and perfect, 
whereas we are imperfect beings. What 
service can we render to you? (21) 


anà ae A Te TAT HE | 
aq Aafa Sears TONS TEM FP N 


“All the same, O sage, be pleased to 
command us and bless our human birth.” 
Narada, however, was astonished when he 
heard this and, silently rising from his seat 
moved to another mansion. (22) 
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Te iuan i 
TASAR PESTA PAETA 23 N 
There too he saw Sri Krsna fondling His 
infant sons. Again, in another house he 
found the Lord preparing for His bath. (23) 
Wert a ari a aÀ: | 
arsed fear cent yaa NRN 3 Ut 
In this way the Devarsi found the Lord 
engaged in different activities, all at once, in 
all the different mansions. If here He was 
engaged in pouring oblations in the sacrificial 
fire, there He was propitiating God through 
the five-fold daily sacrifices; somewhere He 
was feeding the Brahmanas, while elsewhere 
He was partaking of the remaining food 
Himself. (24) 
SAT ATO ST eT ATA | 
wet maaha Ra N RY N 
arta: Ta: santa areni TA 
qra was Haart a aR: 1 RA N 
Here He was performing Sandhya, and 
there the silent Japa of Gayatri. Here the 
elder brother of Gada was performing various 
tricks of fence with the sword and shield, 
and there He was riding on horses, elephants 
and chariots. Here He was resting on His 
bed, and was being eulogized by bards. 
(25-26) 
Tae a ni aaraa: | 
sener FAUT amena RA N 
In one mansion, He was conferring with 
Uddhava and other counsellors, and in 
another sporting in water surrounded by 
courtesans. (27) 
qika igen ai M: Agp: | 
srrereagonst yoa ngA AU el! 
At one place He was gifting well-adorned 


cows to Brahmanas and listening to the 
recitation of auspicious Itihasas and Puranas. 
( 


28) 


wari gener walhad frat Te! 
went ef Gaara a Gata 23" 
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In one mansion He was making merry 
and indulging in light talk with His beloved 
consort, and in another He was found 
engaged in the careful observance of 
Dharma. At a third place Narada found him 
engaged in devising ways and means of 
accumulating wealth, and at another in 
enjoying the pleasures of sense permitted 
for a householder. (29) 
aczini Yet wpa: H| 
at TE aA AN: Aaa N 30 N 

At one place, the Devarsi saw Him 
seated all by Himself contemplating on the 
Supreme Person beyond Prakrti, and at 
another doing service to the elders by offering 
them the desired objects of enjoyment and 
worship. (30) 
ged fare hiya Bee ara Sera | 
Sparta we wer fered Tat Perea 32 N 
Yat gR a RA fasquarary | 
atte: aera faya: 132 

At one place, he found Sri Krsna 
preparing for war against some enemies, 
and at another discussing terms of peace. 
Here the Devarsi saw Him devising with 
Balarama the ways and means of ensuring 
the well-being of the virtuous, and there 
performing with grandeur the wedding with 
due ceremony of sons and daughters with 
brides and bridegrooms worthy of them. 

(31-32) 
Taree MANTA 
Shea irre Tat cient PAARL 33 1 

Here he found Him conducting festivities 
on a large scale while sending off a married 
girl to her husband and receiving another 
on return from her husband’s house. People 
wondered to see these grand festal activities 
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the Lord of masters 
of Yoga. (33) 


Ur Tener Car salt shaft ste: 
Yiri aafag ert pna: 1 ax N 


>_>. oo 


Somewhere he saw Him offering worship 
to the various gods, his own rays, by means 
of grand sacrifices, and elsewhere observing 
piety through the construction of wells, gardens 
and temples etc., for public good. (34) 
wi Wat sata gea Sa | 
Bred da: UI Beary Witt AU sal: | adi 

Here he found Him riding on a horse — 
born in the Indus valley, followed by 
prominent Yadavas, in pursuit of game and ` 


killing animals fit for sacrifice in the course ` 
of such chase. (35) 


verte upia paN | 
meni A Aaa ET N 3S 1 
At one place he saw Sri Krsna, the 
Master of Yoga, moving incognito among 
the people as well as in the mansions of the 
palace etc., for ascertaining the inward 
feelings of their inmates as well as of the 
people. (36) 


adaa west Ae: waa 
AA dea aries TAL ge 1 


Having witnessed the display of 
wonderful powers of Yoga by Sri Krsna, 
though following the ways of a human being, 
Narada spoke to Him as though laughing 
heartily. (37) 


Rem Aare geni sift afar 
Arae, aar Mauna EZA 


“O Master of Yoga, we know the secret 
of Your worderful powers of Yoga which 
cannot be easily seen even by wielders of 
Māyā like Brahmā and which have been 
revealed to our mind through the worship of 
Your lotus-feet. (38) 


STS At a ARR ATS SETT | 
vierà aAa cet gaara N 3e 1 


“Pray, give me leave, O Lord, to go, so 
that | may move about the fourteen worlds 
flooded with Your glory, singing loudly the 
story of Your pastimes, which is capable of 
purifying the whole world.” (39) 
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MATA TAA 
wer, wea aes at Taqaricar | 
qaaa RAA: Ga ar Rae: 1 Yo N 


The Lord replied: O sage, | am not 
only the Teacher of Dharma, but | practise 
it Myself, and lend countenance to those 
who practise it. | follow the path of Dharma 
in order to teach the world by My example. 
Therefore, do not get perplexed, My loved 
one, at the sight of this, My Yogamaya. (40) 

MYR IIA 
SAR ASA WS TARATA | 
ata mèg aah cat FULN 
$ri Suka went on: Thus, they say, the 
Devarsi saw one and the same Sri Krsna 
present in all the mansions of His consorts, 


performing the pious duties of householders 
which lead to their purification. (41) 


Seeing again and again, the vast display 
of the wonderful Yogic power of Sri Krsna, 
who had infinite prowess, the curious sage 
was filled with astonishment. (42) 


zadana pu ARENE | 

qag AUP: ada eT Ut 83 N 
Duly honoured by Sri Krsna, who 

behaved as though He made much of the 


first three objects of human pursuit viz., 
Dharma (virtue), Artha (wealth) and Kama 
(enjoyment of life), the Devarsi felt much 
delighted and went away constantly thinking 


of Him alone. (43) 
wa ERU ECCIURGGI IHU 
ANTAU SRAM Tata: 
aisd E: YY 


For the good of the world O dear one, 
Lord Nārāyaņa takes the help of His 
inconceivable Yogamāyā and begins to 
sport as a human being. Greeted with their 
bashful looks and friendly smiles by more 
than sixteen thousand noble wives, the Lord 
thus delightfully spent His days at Dwārakā. 

(44) 


mag Maa goeg aT 
aR afa gaai it 8h N 


O Pariksit ! he who for his part celebrates 
the inimitable exploits performed by Śri 
Krsna—who is the supreme Cause of 
evolution, continuance and dissolution of 
the universe—or hear of them, or views 
with approbation their singing and hearing, 
attains loving devotion to the almighty Lord, 
the Bestower of Liberation. (45) 


FUME LTT WAR TT AM ATAS ART: I 8S Il 


Thus ends the sixty-ninth discourse entitled, “A Glimpse into the household life of 


Sri Krsna, 


” in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 


otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 


ee 


AA Utafadny sear: 


Discourse LXX 


Sri Krsna’s Daily Routine; Kings taken captive by Jarasandha send | 
their Messenger to Sri Krsna » 


Ye sara 
adei Harper PAA STAT | 
Aava: ANA fara: N g u 


Sri Suka began again: As the dawn 
approached, Sri Krsna’s wives, each sleeping 
with the arms of her husband about her 
neck, would reproach the cocks that crowed 
for fear of being separated from Him. (1) 
IRSA POT aeraaita ake: | 
maaa manaa: N R M 

Roused from sleep by the breeze blowing 
through the Mandāra grove in the midst of 
humming bees, birds sang loudly like bards 
as if in order to wake up Sri Krsna. (2) 


Wet tg aedt mA 
Rema, Aag warn 30 


Clasped between His arms Rukmini 
would not welcome this sacred hour for fear 
of being torn away from His embrace. (3) 


we ded sera AA MAA: | 
Sell VOR SI ATE: UN II 
un anh , 
wader AARAA 
mrem ga g: 
Rn Aeta RA n & 


Waking up about two hours and a half 
before sunrise, Sri Krsna would first wash 
His hands and feet and rinse His mouth, 
and with a serene mind meditate on the 
Self beyond the realm of Prakrti, that is 
One without a second, self-luminous and 
indestructible, which is by virtue of its own 
nature eternally free from the taint of Avidya 
(nescience), which goes by the name of 
Brahma, whose existence and blissful nature 


are indicated by His own potencies under 
the names of Brahma, Visnu and Rudra 
that are responsible for the appearance, 
maintenance, and destruction of the universe. ` 
(4-5) 
serene anA è 
Rna Rea aeae 
wean mA aa 
Stet TT A T:N N 
After this Sri Krsna, the foremost among 
the righteous, would take a plunge bath in 
pure water, put on two clean pieces of 
cloth, perform according to the injunctions 
of the scriptures Sandhya and other 
obligatory rites and having poured oblations 


into the sacred fire, would silently repeat 
the sacred Gayatri-Mantra. 


aaar fateh ag ag fa RS en 


He would stand before the rising sun 
and offer prayers to the sun-god and handfuls 
of water to the gods, Rsis and manes, His 
own rays. Then having worshipped the elders 
of His family as well as Brahmanas with 
due ceremony, the vigilant Lord would give 
away from day to day, to well-adorned 
Brahmanas together with silk clothes, deer- 
skin and sesamum seeds, thirteen thousand 
and eighty-four freshly calved and beautifully 
caparisoned cows, docile by nature, yielding 
abundant milk and accompanied with their 
calf, with their horns plated with gold, and 
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hoofs with silver, and with their necks decked 
with pearl necklaces. (7—9) 


Aaaa Yay aay: | 
ARPA A AST AAT Fo N 


He would then salute cows, Brahmanas, 
gods, elders, preceptors and all created 
beings, who were but manifestations of His 
own Self, and would duly touch auspicious 
things. (10) 


AATETTA: M RN 


He would then adorn Himself, the one 
ornament of the human world, with clothes 
and ornaments, peculiarly His own, as well 
as with excellent garlands and sandal paste. 


(11) 


uaa upi: ATA: WATT ATEA N RR Ul 
Then, looking into liquid ghee and a 
mirror, He would first have a look at the 
cows and bulls, Brahmana and images of 
gods. Thereafter He would take delight in 
causing boons to be conferred on all classes 
of people dwelling in the city and in the 
gynaeceum and gratifying His other subjects 
by granting their desires. (12) 
Steerer fury Sea: | 
Ue: upih Aa: TATU 23 Ul 
Presenting first of all the Brahmanas, 
then His friends and relations, then His 
ministers and counsellors, and then His 


consorts with garlands, betel leaves and 
sandal paste, He would, last of all, accept 


them for Himself. (13) 
Wad Aa sorta Brat UTA | 
Biased 9 worearafterdtsaa: ex i 


By that time His charioteer, (Daruka) 
would bring His most wonderful chariot drawn 
by Sugriva and other horses and, saluting 
the Lord, would stand before Him. (14) 


qå Ufo mÀ ANETTA | 
AAR ACTH: Tate ATT: Igy N 


Holding the charioteer’s hands in His 
own hand, Sri Krsna would then proceed to 
mount the chariot accompanied by Satyaki 
and Uddhava, even as the sun ascends the 
eastern hills. (15) 
adsa peio ne AA: | 
Fan AA AeA EATA: N BE 

Watched with bashful and affectionate 
glances by the ladies of the gynaeceum 
and reluctantly permitted by them to go, the 
Lord would smile at them for a moment 
and, thus captivating their heart, would sally 
forth to the Council Hall. (16) 
gentei aut Tae fears: RaRa: | 
mara Biafra A Aes TSA: 1 V9 UI 

Pariksit, surrounded by all the Yadus, 
Sri Krsna would then enter the Hall bearing 
the name of Sudharma, the inmates of 
which would not experience for the time 
being the six travails of existence, viz., 
hunger and thirst, grief and delusion, old 


age and death. (17) 
wae: uray fay- 
dail caste Je KALAY EALES E p | 


EGU qedar 
mAg fafa RATA: ec Ul 


Seated on an exalted throne, illuminating 
all the quarters with His own splendour and 
surrounded by the lions of Yadu’s race, the 
almighty Lord, the foremost of the Yadus, 
shone like the moon in the midst of hosts of 
stars in the heavens. (18) 


aaa PATON Wary APT | 
suere aie: YA I 88 I! 


There the jesters would entertain the 
Lord with amusements of various kinds, 
and, even so, master dancers and dancing 
girl students severally with their dances.(1 9) 


Tiara 


¿030l 


Sūtas, Magadhas and Vandis would 


bi 
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dance, sing and panegyrize the Lord in 
accompaniment to clay tomtoms, lutes, 
tambourines, flutes, cymbals and conches. 


(20) 

qgan: Aani agana: | 
yi qrara Tat MRAN: 1 22 N 
Seated there certain Brāhmanas, skilled 
in exposition, would expound Vedic Mantras, 


while others would narrate the stories of 
ancient kings of sacred renown. (21) 


ws: TET masy: | 
amaA mal wi: WATA: N 3RN 


One day, O king, a certain person, never 
seen before, made his appearance there. He 
was announced to the Lord by the porters on 
duty and ushered into His presence. (22) 


AARP PON UI Harostter: | 
mA SS TEAST 23 N 


The man bowed to Sri Krsna, the 
Supreme Lord, with joined palms and 
communicated to Him the suffering of certain 
kings caused by their incarceration at the 
hands of Jarasandha. (23) 


à a fafa cea watt a aap: | 
Wa wae 3 fittest evi 


Pariksit, twenty thousand and odd kings 
who did not pay homage to him during his 
expeditions for the conquest of the four 
quarters, had been forcibly detained by him 
at his capital, Girivraja, the modern Giridih. 


(24) 
PUT WOME | 


Fa at reat art yasin: JARE: N Be 1 

_ The newcomer conveyed their message 
to Sti Krsna in the following words: “O Krsna, 
the Embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and 
Bliss, whose personality is immeasurable and 
Who destroy the fear of those who have taken 
refuge in You! we, who are yet possessed 
of a differential outlook and are afraid of the 


Cycle of birth and death, resort to You for 
Protection. (25) 


y <a 


cient facta: GA Wa: 
mini egi ah TS 
ama aerate fag T 
mafoa As aÈ N EU 


“O Lord! the generality of people on 
earth are intensely addicted to prohibited 
acts or those as are actuated by self-interest 
and are indifferent to Your worship, which is 
the only auspicious act enjoined on them by 
You. Dogging their foot-steps in the form of 
all powerful and ever vigilant Time, in the 
meantime, however, You suddenly uproot 
their hope of life. We bow to You as such. 


(26) 


ha: apara Tr I: 11 210 1 


“You are the Lord of the Universe, who 
have appeared on earth with Your part 
manifestation, viz., Balarama, for protecting 
the virtuous and chastising the wicked. O 
Lord, we are, therefore, at a loss to 
understand how anyone, be it Jarasandha 
or anyone else, can transgress Your 
command and tyrannize over us. Nor do we 
understand how men, who have taken refuge 
in You like us can be said to be reaping the 
fruit of their past actions in the form of 
suffering. (27) 


yai Ka i 

MARAT YAAA at AR: | 
Rar carat ya aiem 

EERUN GE Jl kE rA ZAT 

“O Lord, we are aware that the joy of 

rulership is dependent on others and is as 
unreal as a dream. Moreover, it is with 
this body, which is virtually dead and is 
subject to constant fear, that we bear 
so many burdens of the world, having 


abandoned the joy existing in the Self, and 
obtained from You by disinterested people. 
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Foolish as we are, we are suffering in this 
world due to Your Maya. (28) 


PADOT NRR 


“O Lord, Your feet remove the grief and 
infatuation of those who take refuge at them. 
Therefore, kindly release us, who are bound 
with the rope of Karma in the form of this 
repressive Jarāsandha. Possessing the 
strength of ten thousand elephants himself, 
he has imprisoned us, the kings, in his 
palace even as the lion would round up a 
flock of sheep. (29) 


qara Satta ARa aa FTE 11 Bo U 


“O wielder of the discus, You fought 
Jarasandha eighteen times, vanquishing him 
in all battles except one. We know that Your 
power and strength are unlimited; and yet, 
behaving as You did like a human being, You 
allowed Yourself to be defeated by him once. 
This has aggravated his insolence. He now 
persecutes us knowing us to be Your servants. 
O invincible Lord, now do whatever You deem 
fit under the circumstance.” (30) 


gd Sad 

sft meiegi vaegttnreferct: | 
Wort: Wager a Mat vt aeaa 32 N 

The messenger said: Lord, with these 
words the kings, imprisoned by Jarasandha, 
have sought shelter at Your feet, eager to 
see You. May those helpless kings be blessed 
with Your presence. (31) 


aye Fart 
Tag gad cafe: Waa: | 
fua Agen maea ar ta: 11 32 1 


Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit ! when the 


messenger of the kings was thus delivering 
the message of the kings, the celestial sage, 
Narada, appeared on the scene, wearing a 
mass of golden matted locks, and dazzling 
like the sun. (32) 


ASA WTA HM: AAA HIAIA: | 
aaa saa: vireo aA: STM HAT N 33 N 
Seeing the sage the almighty Sri Krsna, 
the suzerain Lord of all the worlds, rose 
from His seat with His councillors and 
attendants and joyfully bowed to the Devarsi 
with His head bent low. (33) 


mmia fafiraq paa | 
SUT Eat: Sega ATL APT 3% I 


The Devarsi having taken his seat, the 
Lord worshipped him with due honour and, 
bringing delight to the sage with His 
reverence, spoke to him the following sweet 
words. (34) 


aift Reagan citar TaTOTA SH ATA | 

A TS aa HT Ta SaA TTT: 1B UI 
“O sage, are all the three worlds now 

free from fear? Your constantly going about 

the three worlds surely constitutes a great 


gain to us inasmuch as we receive all the 
news of the world through you. (35) 


aie astated fatacciheiivarndy | 
aa yang FY musa ferent hay ul 3S N 


“Nothing in all the worlds of God’s 
creation is unknown to you. We, therefore, 
enquire of you what the Pandavas and 
others intend to do at present.” (36) 


a q at Zell 


Sri Narada replied: “O all-pervading 
Infinite Lord, You are such a great magician 
that even conjurers like Brahma, the creator 
of the world, are unable to penetrate the veil 
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of Your Maya. Lord, You abide in all created 
beings by virtue of Your inscrutable potencies 
even as fire remains latent in every log of 
wood. | have witnessed Your Maya more 
than once, hence Your inquiry about the 
Pandavas does not appear to me as 
something out of the common. (37) 


ai mia mag Ai 
Taare ad AT: | 
a faeraerearaurea 
we AT ARATA ac 


“Lord, You bring forth and destroy this 
universe by Your own Maya; and by Your 
Maya it appears as existent, though without 
any reality. Who can know Your intentions 
full well? You are inconceivable by nature; 
my salutation be to You. (38) 


era a: dara Teriterat 
To Wat sAelagrastra: | 
citerat: TIT: Wes 
Wear a «WoT Ben 


“Tied down to the body, the soul moves 
on the whirligig of birth and death and 
knows not the way to deliverance from this 
Sheath, the source of all evil. Descending 
on earth in so many Forms by way of sport, 
You kindle the lamp of Your glory with the 
help of which he may free himself from the 
bondage of the body. Lord, | resort to You 
for protection. (39) 


TATA ATA Te Ainley | 
Tat: Operas ores a Paratha ¥o N 


“The Supreme Spirit as You are, You 
nevertheless imitate the ways of the human 
World; therefore, | shall communicate to 
You what Your cousin and loving devotee, 
king Yudhisthira, intends to do. (40) 


aR cat TEST TSA Moga: | 
WASTER URE ATTA MBE N 


“The Pandava king enjoys on this very 
earth all the enjoyments of the abode of 


A 


Brahmā, the highest Paradise. He is 
absolutely desireless. And yet he would 
worship You through the supreme sacrifice 
known as Rājasūya. May You be pleased 
to give Your consent to his proposal. (41) 


afer ta wa i À TTA: | 
fegaa: maa warya ashe: X? N 


“Eager to see You, the principal gods, 
Rsis and illustrious kings too will assemble 
in that grand sacrifice. (42) 


HAUT Hla ATG ASAT: | 
wa seme agafa: n x3 11 


“Lord, You are an embodiment of the 
Supreme Spirit; even the low-born are 
hallowed by hearing of Your glories, singing 
Your praises and contemplating on Your 
virtues, to say nothing of those who see 
and touch Your person. (43) 


mem fafa ast: ued Tara 

Wat aa ga fetta 
maint fete aia seit 

agit Be BOT qr faya ws i 


“Lord, Your very presence on this earth 
constitutes a blessing for the three worlds. 
Your spotless glory envelops all the quarters 
and is diffused on earth, in heaven as well 
as in the subterranean regions, even as the 
waters washing Your feet hallow the entire 
universe under the name of Mandakini in 
heaven, Bhogavati in the subterranean 
regions and the Ganga on earth.” (44) 


RIF IIA 

wa aAa fafi 
aTa: UN: TA Yeas We ga: th Xy N 

Sri Śuka went on: Pariksit! the 
clansmen of Sri Krsna, assembled there, 
seized as they were with the desire to 
conquer Jarasandha, did not receive with 
approbation the words of the sage. Sri 
Krsna, the Ruler even of Brahma and Siva, 
smilingly spoke to His devotee, Uddhava, in 
sweet words as under: (45) 
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aR w ag: yeaa, | 
amma gagi MEN: HAA Ail ¥E Il 

The glorious Lord said: Uddhava ! you 
are Our disinterested friend and know the 
secret of what should be decided upon 
through deliberation. Indeed, you are our 
supreme eye, as it were. Now tell us what 
should be done under the circumstances. 


We fully rely on you and shall act as per 
your advice. (46) 


zamma sat wash qreraq 
Feyi Prass 3ga: VATT N vio 1 
Questioned thus by the Master, who, 
though omniscient, was behaving like an 
ignorant man. Uddhava received His 
command with his head bent low and replied 
as follows: (47) 


STITI TANTAS ATT: N90 I 
Thus ends the seventieth discourse bearing on the deliberations about the 
Lord’s departure in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


BINH AATA SATA: 
Discourse LXXI 
Sri Krsna goes to Indraprastha 


Rye TAI 
zadihana  dcaiegatsadt| 
WAM AAMT FORA A EAA: it g N 

Sri Suka began again: Pariksit ! hearing 
these words of the Lord, Uddhava who 
was possessed of great wisdom, considered 
the statement of the celestial sage Narada 
and the opinion of the councillors as well 
as of Sri Krsna Himself, and spoke thus: 

(1) 
SEI Jaa 


agmg ea ma ATTA | 
ard Gyan tat a ARTA N R N 


Uddhava submitted: Lord, as 
recommended by the Devarsi, You should 
certainly help Your cousin, who intends to 
perform the Rajasdya sacrifice, and should 
also protect those who seek Your protection. 


(2) 


gee wae feeamafien fas 
ad mema sua ad WAN RI 


A Rājasūya sacrifice, however, is 
capable of being performed, O almighty Lord ! 
only by one who has conquered all the 
quarters. | am, therefore, driven to the 
conclusion that both these objects, can be 
gained by the overthrow of Jarasandha. (3) 


amh a ware Aa faa 
ayya Aa Marg Vat aa Agoa: WU ¥ Il 


Indeed great will be our advantage, O 
Protector of cows, if we simply succeed in 
accomplishing this; and Your restoring the 
imprisoned kings to freedom will bring glory 
to You. (4) 


aà ofaaa usm aga act! 

aferraty arerat std maa farts N 
Possessing, as he does, the strength of 

ten thousand elephants, king Jarasandha 's 
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as a matter of fact not very easy to resist 
even for giants other than Bhima, who is his 
equal in strength. (5) 


gA VT Ate a ATA: 1 
savas ater RAA arena clear. S N 


He should, however, be vanquished in 
a duel and not otherwise; for he has an 
army consisting of a hundred Aksauhinis. 
He is a devotee of the Brahmanas and 
never spurns the request of Brahmanas. (6) 


weet wet a fade gate: | 
PaRa A weet Sa aa atten 


Therefore, let Bhima approach him in 
the guise of a Brahmana and ask of him the 
boon of a single combat. In Your presence 
he will no doubt succeed in killing him in a 


dual. (7) 
fit wie fasamifrtern: 1 
Rummi: grea meee it 2 n 


Lord, You are the almighty, formless 
Time. The creation and destruction of the 
universe take place through Your power. 
Brahma and Sankara are mere instruments 
in carrying out Thy design. (8) 
Tata à ramt wey tat 

Tat eaea = 
Tare Saas: 
Rra mo Ara aa ae 

After the destruction of Jarasandha the 
consorts of the kings imprisoned by him 
Would sing in their respective homes of 
Your glorious act of destroying their common 
enemy and bringing about the release of 
their respective husbands, who are dear to 

em as their own selves, even as the 
Cowherdesses of Vraja sing of Your having 
delivered them from the clutches of the 
demon Sankhaciida, the sages who have 
taken refuge in You celebrate the rescue of 
the king of elephants, and of Sita, the 

@ughter of king Janaka, and we sing of 


Our having released Your parents from 
Karhsa’s captivity. (9) 
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Wea: HOT yale | 
wa: uaaa Tat TAT: Ghd: Uo Il 


Thus, O Krsna, the destruction of 
Jarasandha will serve many a great purpose. 
As the merits of the imprisoned kings and 
the sins of Jarasandha are going to bear 
fruit thereby, the performance of the Rajasuya 
sacrifice is in a large measure liked by You 
also. (10) 

MY FAT 
Sera US add 
Sa SS PWT WTI ee N 

Sri Suka went on: Pariksit, the aforesaid 
counsel of Uddhava was faultless and good 
in every respect. The Devarsi, the elderly 
Yadavas and Sri Krsna too approved of it. 


(11) 

ana uama aA taha: l 
YOM Ce EICI AT TA fasg: UIIn 
Now, with the approval of elders, 
Vasudeva and others, the almighty Lord Sri 
Krsna, Son of Devaki, ordered His servants— 


Daruka, Jaitra and others—to prepare for 
the journey. (12) 


Paired Fa AAA TRET | 
agim IJN a MAA 
i E MESE 23 M 

With the permission of Ugrasena and 
Balarāma, O destroyer of foes, the Lord 
sent His consorts and sons with the retinue 
and luggage in advance and mounted His 
own chariot brought by Dāruka and 


distinguished by its banner bearing the ensign 
of Garuda. (13) 


wat Tafgayeatertac: 
aca uaa AAA 


warrantied ex 

He set out with His formidable army— 
consisting of chariots, elephants, cavalry and 
footmen and led by its numerous generals— 
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filling the quarters with the tumultuous sound 
produced by clay tomtoms, kettle-drums, 


tabors, conchs and trumpets. (14) 
qaae anei 

maam: uR YA TA: | 
ATAT AATTEET: 

giaa Rnet: gu 


Clad in the best attire and adorned with 
ornaments, sandal-paste and garlands and 
strongly guarded by men armed with a 
sword and shield, devoted consorts of the 
Lord, Rukmini and others, with their children 
followed their husband, the immortal Lord, 
in fine clothes, chariots drawn by horses 
and gold palanquins. (15) 
neien: 

aR: aRar: | 
PAPA: Repe RAAR- 
q apiga HAT: N RS N 

Then followed the trains of servants’ 
wives and courtesans, all richly adorned, 
with portable shelters of mats, woollen 
blankets and cloths and other appurtenances 
secured on all sides on oxen, buffaloes, 
donkeys and mules and themselves 
journeying in carts or litters or on the back 
of camels and elephants. (16) 


That huge army, full of tumultuous noises, 
shone during the daytime with its lofty flags, 
umbrellas, chowries, excellent weapons, 
ornaments, crowns and armours, under the 
rays of the sun, like the sea with its agitated 


waves and whales. (17) 
ad qirdan ana: 
yora a gà faaea fagran | 
faa agaaa 
WEceravitddtsa: ween 


The sage, Narada, was delighted at 
heart at the sight of Sri Krsna, the Bestower 
of Liberation. Honoured by the Lord of the 
Yadus and hearing His decision, the sage 
bowed to Him. The Lord offered him worship 
at the time of his departure and the sage 
left Dwaraka by air treasuring the Lord’s 
image in his heart. (18) 
Tages WTA WOT, firm 
Tr yee ga HS A TATA ATTEN 8 Sl 

Then, turning to the messenger of the 
imprisoned kings, Bhagavan Sri Krsna spoke 
to him in pleasing words: “Messenger, go 
and tell the kings that they should fear no 
more. Causing the death of Jarasandha, | 
shall bring them freedom soon.” (19) 
gam: uR Gat amaaa TA 
Asfa mag Vi: Weary AT: N Ro N 

Thus commanded by the Lord, the 
messenger departed and duly conveyed 
His message to the kings, who, yearning for 
their release, eagerly looked forward to 
Bhagavān Sri Krsna’s appearance on the 
spot. (20) 
amdani feast aft: 
ma A OARA ?? Ul 

Passing through the lands of Anarta, 
Sauvira, Maru, and Kuruksetra and crossing 
many hills and rivers, Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
went past many towns, villages, cowherds, 
hamlets, mines and quarries. (21) 
at ggd drat pA ee 
USM AAD AAI A HATTA 3? I 

Then, crossing the Drsadvati and 
Saraswati rivers, He passed through the 
kingdoms of Paficala and Matsya and finally 
reached Indraprastha. (22) 
aman i gi FOAL! 
amaaa, Aaaa: FRAT: 1? 

Pariksit, the sight of Sri Krsna is a rare 
boon. king Yudhisthira was delighted to 
hear the news of His arrival and marched 
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out of the city with his priests, friends and 
relations to welcome Him. (23) 


waT aerator ara 
SAAT TMH WOT: WUT: N 3% N 
Amidst the singing of auspicious songs, 
sounds of trumpets and other musical 
instruments, and loud recitation of the Vedas 
by Brahmanas, he went forth with great 
zeal to receive the Lord, just as the senses 


begin to function as soon as the life-breath 
returns. (24) 


eal fates: Hui AAA SA: | 

Forte ge frat PEAS YA: YA: N 24 N 
At the sight of Sri Krsna, whom he had 

seen after a long time, the heart of 


Yudhisthira overflowed with emotion and he 
embraced the Lord, his most beloved friend, 


again and again. (25) 

erat uea meei 
apami AREN: | 

at wi | frameset 
mae Aa: gN 


_ Encircling with his arms the person of 
Sri Krsna, the sacred abode of Laksmi, the 
goddess of beauty, the king was rid of all 
evils and felt extremely delighted. With tears 
in his eyes and hair standing on end, he 
forgot all about this delusive world. (26) 
i Weed ue fda 
wi: GRE, arp AAA: | 
at fatét a gei ya 
Wasa: URRAS VON 
Bhima too was transported with joy when 
he embraced his dear cousin with a broad 
Smile on his lips and his heart overwhelmed 
with an outburst of emotion. Similarly, Arjuna 
and the twins, Nakula and Sahadeva, with 
Profuse tears of joy, embraced the immortal 
Lord, their best friend and well-wisher. (27) 


SRP uea gurearafirarfed: | 
WANA APT FATA TATE: N 2S N 


a _— 


Embraced by Arjuna for a second time, 
and hailed by Nakula and Sahadeva, the 
twin brothers, Sri Krsna Himself bowed to 
the Brahmanas and the elders among the 
Kurus, in the order of their age and seniority. 

(28) 


MAA AAT GEARRA | 
oma Sense Neen 
samani T "3o 
Honoured by the Kurus, Srñjayas and 
Kaikayas, the Lord also duly returned them 
honours. Sūtas (chroniclers), Māgadhas 
(panegyrists), Gandharvas (songsters), bards 
and court jesters sang and danced to the 
accompaniment of musical instruments, such 
as Mrdangas, conches, tabors, lutes, drums 
and trumpets and the Brahmanas uttered 
their praises. (29-30) 


Tiya: mia: yasai ran: 1 
Se a RAAE i HL 38 1 


Thus surrounded by friends and well- 
wishers, the blessed Lord, the foremost 
among those of sacred renown, entered the 
decorated city amidst the praises and 
acclamations of the people. (31) 


Hima ator nae- 
Reana: maA: | 


TRR rE RTTA 32 1 


The roads of the city of Indraprastha 
were sprinkled with the juice flowing from 
the temples of elephants in rut as well as 
scented water, wonderful many-coloured flags 
flapped at every step, temporary arches of 
gold were erected and gold pots filled with 
water were placed at the entrance of houses. 
Having washed and scented themselves 
and putting on new garments, ornaments 
and garlands, the citizens, men and women, 
came out of their houses and thronged into 
the streets. (32) 
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madoa: Aara- Seeing the consorts of Śri Krsna 
= facracrateny | | accompanying their husband on the road 

> | even as the stars surround the moon, the 

TF | women said to themselves: “We wonder 


BS cast aà: GETAT 33H | 


| these ladies whereby the Best of Persons, 


Lights were kindled and offerings of 
flowers made in front of all houses; and 
scented fumes wafted from the lattices of 
their windows presenting an agreeable sight. 
The houses were decorated with buntings 
and domes of gold with silver bases adorned 
every house-top. Lord Sri Krsna observed 
this beauty of the Kaurava capital as He 
proceeded through its streets. (33) 


ya Aaya RANA- 


UIGE GZICEGI VGC IEE JUGE 
a aga yeant iya aca 
Be aqdada: M RAN N avi 


On hearing of His arrival, damsels 
hurriedly came out into the streets to see 
the one attraction of all human eyes, 
abandoning their household works and 
leaving their respective husbands in their 
beds. As they came out in haste the plaits 
of their hair and the knots of their dress got 
loosened on account of their being flushed 
with excitement to see Him. (34) 


yani faceecraat farts it 34 I 


The roads were crowded with elephants, 
horses, chariots and pedestrians. The 
women, therefore, saw Sri Krsna and His 
consorts from the tops of their houses, 
showered flowers on Him and mentally 
embracing Him, greeted Him with smiling 
looks. (35) 


what meritorious deeds were performed by 


Sri Krsna, constantly delights their eyes 
with His winsome smiles and sportful 
glances.” (36) 
aa Auaga UT HEATA: | 
ag: Toa HOTA SHOTS SATA: 11 39 N 
Here and there prominent and sinless 
citizens and leaders of trade guilds met Him 
with auspicious articles in their hands and 
offered Him worship. (37) 


ATA: Whe ap: GATTA: | 
meraegaa: Utara Waray I 3 N 
Welcomed by the women of the palace 
with eyes blooming with joy and excited 
with emotion, Lord Sri Krsna entered the 
king’s palace. (38) 
gan aeaa srr pont AAT | 
Raae wast BET RER I 38 N 
When Kunti saw her brother's son, Sri 
Krsna, the Lord of the three worlds, her 
heart was filled with love. Rising from 
her couch alongwith her daughter-in-law, 


Draupadi, she gave Him a hearty embrace. 
(39) 

mad ia lak: | 
qari mfa pi mid Fa: 1 ¥o N 
King Yudhisthira was beside himself with 
joy on having brought with him Sri Krsna, the 
Supreme Ruler of the gods, within his palace 
and, full of reverence, did not know how to 
proceed with His worship. (40) 

firqerepfeettori grange SAATTA 
Tia OTA TST MAT AMPA aA: 18 I 
Sri Krsna bowed to His aunt and other 
elderly women, and was in His turn saluted 


with folded hands by Draupadi and His 
sister, Subhadra, O King ! (41) 


>’ 
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ysa aAa HOM FOTIA AAT: | elaborate arrangements for the supply of 
ard ofanunt aati Vat Seared aa 11 x? u | fresh articles for their use. (44) 
ad fraferet a ret Arafat ate | wet Gs afet wep: | 


HAAALTA AY TA: AST SATS: Ml YB 1 
Under the direction of her mother-in-law, 
Draupadi, honoured Rukmini, Satyabhama, 
Bhadra, Jambavati, Kalindi, Mitravinda, 
Laksmana, the devoted Satya and other 
consorts of Sri Krsna, who had accompanied 
them, by offering them costumes, garlands 
and other articles by way of reverence. (42-43) 
We Aaaa nh waréar | 
wees OTTERS Te a TA AT. w% 1 
The virtuous King Yudhisthira comfortably 
lodged Bhagavan Sri Krsna, His army, 
attendants, ministers and consorts with 


Arata ae a Tet feat UA Par N Xy I 

Alongwith Arjuna, Sri Krsna propitiated 
the god of fire by offering to him the 
Khandava forest and rescued Maya, the 
demon, who in his turn constructed a 
wonderful assembly hall for the king. (45) 


sare afaterrar Ue: afarian | 
fer, wees we wade xe 


In order to please Yudhisthira, the Lord 
spent several months at Indraprastha. There 
He occasionally went out with Arjuna for 


excursion in his chariot, followed by a number 
of warriors. (46) 


THRAMATAS PATA: 11 82 II 


Thus ends the seventy-first discourse entitled 


“Sri Krsna’s visit to 


Indraprastha,” in the latter half of Book Ten of the great 
and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


stat fgacafaasrseare: 
Discourse LXXII 
Jarasandha killed 


AYR IATA 

Ural g amà onfterdt affirda: | 
Tat: ardar fR: ue 
wera: gaara maae: | 
Tara Baas FUN 

Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, one 
day King Yudhisthira, while seated in his 
Court surrounded by sages, Brahmanas, 
Ksatriyas, Vaisyas, his own brothers, Bhima 


and others, preceptors, elders of the race, 
clansmen and relations as well as his 


kinsmen, addressed Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
indeed, within their hearing as follows: 
(1-2) 

gfe Tareq 


SER Whee wa ort: 
aed aaea, are a: weir 3 


King Yudhisthira submitted: “Govinda ! 
through the performance of the sovereign 
sacrifice, Rajasuya, | intend to worship You 
as well as the gods, who are but Your part 
manifestations. Kindly accomplish this desire 
of mine, O Lord! (3) 
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Rafa à eae waat- 
mR Als a BTSs NTAN ¥ N 


“The pair of wooden sandals You wear 
on Your lotus-like feet destroy all evil. Those 
holy persons who constantly worship them, 
meditate on them and extol them obtain 
release from the bondage of mundane 
existence. They get even worldly boons, if 
they seek for them. Others, however, do 
not get either. (4) 


aq a Vaaveaomfag- 
Parra Uva cites Us: | 
ai waa a asa aaa 
Prat uesta fast Heer it & UI 


“O God of gods, let these men of the 
world directly perceive the glory of 
worshipping Your lotus-like feet. Lord, kindly 
demonstrate to the Kuru and Srfijaya chiefs 
the destinies of those who worship and 
those who do not worship You. (5) 


watt qaa a ware: 
wareaqea A facdatsans tl 


“Lord, You are the Self of all, the Supreme 
Brahma, being of the nature of self-enjoyment 
and looking on all with an equal eye; the 
cognition of ‘Self’ and ‘not Self’ does not exist 
in You. Those who worship You win Your 
favour even as persons betaking themselves 
to the wishyielding tree gain their object. The 
degree of success attained by them is 
commensurate with the amount of service 
they have put forth and does not point to any 
perversity on Your part.” (6) 


nagara 
een, aafad A waa ARS 
Heat 4 a alfa faa ue i 
The glorious Lord said: “O King, your 


resolution is excellent. Through the 
performance of the Rajasuya sacrifice, your 
auspicious fame will extend to all the three 
worlds. (7) 


mato aaa aerate A: wt 
waaay yai: PATETAN 4 i 


“This sovereign sacrifice, O king, is 
welcomed by the sages, manes, gods, all 
your friends and relations including Myself, 
and, in fact, by all beings. (8) 


aia qi wary por a ATT aT 
mya UAT MEATA 8 I 
“Conquering all the kings and bringing 
the world under your control, collect all 
necessary things and then perform the great 
sacrifice. (9) 


TA A WA WS HUTTE: | 
fadiseareraat Ase Gata Aspa: U Bo N 


“O king, these brothers of yours are 
born of deities like Indra, the wind-god and 
others, who are guardians of the world. You 
yourself are a man of wisdom and self- 
control and have won Me over by your 
virtues. Those who have not controlled their 
mind and senses cannot win Me. (10) 


apren Meh aster aTe FST | 
faaan gatstt ferga: 1 2e N 


“Even the greatest of gods in this world 
cannot expect to overpower My devotee by 
means of their energy, glory, splendour and 
supernatural powers, much less any earthly 
being.” (11) 

JE IIA 

Rra aai tit: perga: | 
RAs aapa RTT t? : 

$ri Suka continued: Pariksit, hearing 
these words of the Almighty Lord, King 
Yudhisthira was extremely delighted. His 
face became cheerful like a fresh-blown 
lotus. He commissioned all his brothers y 
conquer the earth. Lord Sri Krsna infuse 
His energy into the Pandavas and shed 
them unconquerable. i 
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eed eferorearanfagtd Ae Toa: | 
fear uia Te eT STAT TEE TTT 
mai gA Aca: aA: AE ARH: 11 23 N 


King Yudhisthira sent his youngest 
brother Sahadeva alongwith Srñjaya warriors 
to conquer the southern regions; he deputed 
Nakula alongwith the Matsyas to the west, 
Arjuna and the Kekayas to the north, and 
Bhima, accompanied by the Madras, to the 
east. (13) 
taR a AT ANT | 
agra Yt Aa a aA gx N 


O King, conquering all the kings by dint 
of their prowess, these warriors brought 
untold riches from the various quarters to 
king Yudhişthira who was preparing for the 
sacrifice. (14) 


aR mee atA sft: | 
mdmi Aae Sg AE FN AN 
VISA: pN ERTA: | 
miai ma A T:N 
When Yudhisthira heard that Jarāsandha 
remained unsubdued, he became moody 
and began to muse. Lord Sri Krsna then laid 
before him the plan suggested by Uddhava; 
So the tradition goes. Thereupon Bhimasena, 
Arjuna and Bhagavan Sri Krsna assumed 
the guise of Brahmanas and went to 


Girivraja (the modern Giridih), the capital of 
Jarasandha. (15-16) 


a massid Tey WEAR 
Favs TATE Tee eR: N Vt 
King Jarasandha was a devotee of the 
Brahmanas and scrupulous in the observance 
Of the sacred duty of a householder. The 
three Ksatriyas disguised as Brahmanas 
went to Jarasandha’s palace at the hour 
appointed for welcoming of unexpected 


guests. There they made their request to 
Jarasandha as follows: (17) 


WA faqeafaeiy maA Granta | 
TA: WS us A ae aa HUA Ul RE Il 


7 re 


“O king, may you be blessed. Know us 
(three) to be your guests come from a long 
distance. We have come with a definite 


purpose; therefore, please grant us our 
request. (18) 
feo gue fagor fenrenrerrarerru: | 


fe Tea Aart h: UT: TASHA N 3 
“O king, a forbearing person can bear 
anything; the wicked can do anything; in 
fact, there is nothing which he will regard as 
prohibited; and a generous donor will not 
hesitate to give away anything. And none is 
an enemy to a man of equanimity of outlook. 
(19) 

ashe eto wai a agit gan | 
MRAR Ft HOT: AAA: VTA WAT: N Ro A 
“If a capable man, through his mortal 
body, does not earn enduring fame, worthy 


of being sung by men of virtue, he deserves 
to be pitied and censured. (20) 


SRA thea sso: forts: | 
a: HUA TEA UAN yet TAT: WA 


“Kings Hariścandra and Rantideva, Sibi, 
and Bali, the sage Mudgala, who lived on 
grains gleaned from the fields, the famous 
pigeon of the legend, who gave up his life 
for the sake of a fowler and the fowler, who 
sacrificed his life in imitation of the pigeon’s 
self-sacrificing act, and many more attained 
lasting happiness through the transient body 
renouncing all its belongings.” (21) 


MY Fara 
Taurean waa 
THAT fears geya eaaa N?N 

Sri Suka went on: Pariksit, from their 
tone, appearance and forearms bearing 
scars caused by the friction of bow-strings, 
Jarasandha understood that the newcomers 
were no Brahmanas, but Ksatriyas come in 
the guise of Brahmanas. He had a hazy 


notion that he had seen them somewhere 
before. (22) 
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we are no Brahmanas seeking food from 
ere in search of a 


mar at saagi aufi 
can Fa es rara ell 


But he reflected, “T hough Ksatriyas, they 
have taken this guise of Brahmanas out of 
fear of Me. When they have gone to the 
extent of seeking a gift from me, | shall give 
them even this body though difficult to part 

(23) 


with. 
aed sat aafafaamt gan | 
ayaat faena Fees AT N RS N 
“God Visnu, appearing in the guise of a 
Brahmana, deprived Bali of his lordly position; 
and yet the unsullied fame of Bali is sung 
extensively in all directions. (24) 
fort Prac fore 
quate nat marinis SATA gull 
“t is true, Visnu had assumed that 


e form of a Brahmana in order to 


diminutiv 
return the ruling authority to its rightful owner, 
ow it and was 


Indra. Bali had come to kn 
warned by Sukra, his preceptor, and yet he 
gave away all the earth as a gift. (25) 


Saat arerorata at aa: AA | 
Ba waa AEM fagi aF: Wa UI 
‘This body is sure to perish one day. A 
Ksatriya who does not endeavour to attain 
extensive fame through it, and does not live 
for the sake of the Brahmanas alone, lives 
in vain.” (26) 

zame: We PAART 
& fan frai aA garara AAS RÀ A: 1 R9 1 
Pariksit, Jarasandha was a liberal- 
minded king. Reflecting thus, he said to Sri 
Krsna, Arjuna and Bhimasena, disguised as 
Brahmanas, as follows: “Brahmanas, seek 
whatever you desire; | am prepared to give 
you everything, even my head.” (27) 


ae À af ws Faw ale 
: 7a | 
FRSA ae OT THAT TARTAR: Mt 2 N 


The glorious Lord said: “O great king 


ou. We have come h 
f it pleases YOU; grant 


of a single combat with you. 
ardt ghat: qiere aA TA. 
enigo at ent arate RTL Rg II 

«That is Bhima, son of Kunti; he is 
brother, Arjuna, and know Me 


us the boon 


combat. | 
(28) 


his younger 
to be their cousin, Krsna, your former 
adversary.” (29) 


wanratadt rat HEAT: A TET: | 
gure amfi TT Ga ae TAT a: Zo" 
Hearing these words of Sri Krsna, 
Jarasandha laughed loudly and, filled with 
rage, said, “If you seek a combat, fools, | 
shall certainly welcome fight with you. (30) 
ere aT TA PET FACT ATET 
napi Sag AT ATF i ma:n Bk Ul 
“But, Krsna, | shall not fight with you. 
You are a coward and lose balance of mind 


in battle. Being afraid of me, you abandoned 


your city, Mathura, and took shelter in the 
sea. (31) 


ai aT TEN nie TA | 
a AE alter TACT AT 3R 


“As for Arjuna, he is no warrior. He is 
junior to me in age and has no great prowess 
either. He is, therefore, no match for me. 
Bhima alone is equal in strength to me.” 

32) 
sega vitor wea edt TTA 
fadtat erara freia pra ae: 1 33 l 

With these words Jarasandha gave a 
huge mace to Bhimasena, and himself taking 
up another, came out of the city. (33) 


aa: Ba wa at saad 
magdam anai wrgdat 3% l 


ru to the arena, these two warriors, 
eae pais in battle, closed with and 
pra ch other with their respective maces: 

were as hard as the thunderbolt. (34) 
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queers fafaariot wet aaa E 

Stat: WMA Bg ARa SUT: 34 u 
They began to move right and left, 

manoeuvring for position with such adroitness 


that they looked like two actors playing at 
fight on a public stage. (35) 
aaeeea aAA AN: | 
mA: arad Ws SATA a aR: 11 3G N 
When they hurled their maces at each 
other, the rattling noise resembled the clap 


of thunder or the sound of impact between 
the tusks of two fighting tuskers. (36) 


Hagada AeA: 1 Bo 1 


Just as when two elephants burning 
with rage fight with each other, with twigs of 
the sun-plant and the twigs are reduced to 
powder, even so the maces of the two 
warriors hurled with the full force of their 
arms against each other’s shoulders, hips, 
feet, hands, thighs and collar-bones, were 


reduced to pulp. (37) 
yet ad: watai 
gA efena: coker | 
warn: wea- 
falera: WB 


Thus when their maces fell broken, the 
two warriors full of rage struck each other 
with their fists as hard as steel. As they 
fought like two elephants, the blows they 
dealt at each other with their palms produced 
a sound as sharp as the clap of thunder. 

(38) 
Tata wA: aufgraracitsra: | 
afama yangia ATT I BF N 


Pariksit, Jarāsandha and Bhimasena 
were equally matched so far as training, 
strength and manliness were concerned and 
both fought with unabated vigour; yet their 
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contest remained undecided. 
wa Atna ga: maA: | 
RaR frotes yeaa Rad: 1 xo n 


Though engaged in a mortal fight during 
the day-time, they lived as friends during 
the nights. In this way twenty-seven days 
passed. (40) 


Waal Ages À We A, JAER: | 
A yras Vere Prat gfe mea xg N 
Pariksit, on the twenty-eighth day Bhima 
said to his cousin, Śrī Krsna, “Krsna, | am 
unable to overthrow Jarasandha in a duel.” 
(41) 

wrist fagr sifai a SATA | 
mimaa wat Ase: Wx? N 


Sri Krsna, who knew the secret of 
Jarasandha’s birth and death, viz., how the 
demoness Jara joined his body divided into 
two and conferred life on him, considered 
the matter and comforting Bhimasena infused 
His own strength into the latter. (42) 


aerator eeg: | 
aima facet wafa dra x3 N 
Having hit upon the plan of overthrowing 
the enemy, Sri Krsna, whose insight was 
infallible, took up a twig and split it into two 


by way of a signal to demonstrate to 
Bhimasena how to do it. (43) 


aq faa naea sia: werat az: | 
Tela Urea: VT UTA YAA HX N 
The foremost warrior of enormous 
strength, Bhima, understood what was 
being conveyed to him and taking hold of 
Jarasandha by the leg dashed him on the 
ground. (44) 
Uch Ule uars SHED SAAT WT T: | 
Wed: Weare vata Aerts: tl we 1 
Pressing a foot of the enemy with one 
foot, he took hold of the other with both his 


hands, and split him into two from the anus, 
as a huge elephant splits up a twig. (45) 


(39) 
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Wauelequiateqeartiaa | 
Uray MRA SM: WaT: i we I 
The people saw the two halves of 
Jarasandha’s person each with one foot, 
one thigh, one testicle, one hip, half the 
back and one breast; one shoulder, one 
arm, one eye, one eyebrow and one ear. 
(46) 

Belen me MANI 
yamaq Roa saret N we N 


Great was the outcry among his subjects 
when Jarāsandha, the king of Magadha, 


fell. Lord Sri Krsna and Arjuna greeted 
Bhimasena by embracing him. (47) 


mad mmi AA YANE: | 
aaraa ATA a TA: | 
AAE AA ASST TAA À N Xe N 


The Almighty Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
is the life-giver of all creatures; no one can 
fathom His greatness. Having installed 
Jarasandha’s son, Sahadeva, on the throne 
of Magadha, he set at liberty all the kings 
who had been imprisoned by Jarasandha. 

(48) 


HITT AA EITAN ATAT: 1 9 I 
Thus ends the seventy-second discourse entitled “Jarasandha killed”, in the 
latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ster faaratadurseara: 
Discourse LXXIII 


Sri Krsna and others return to Indraprastha 


aye Fara 
age à narar citer afer Fafa: | 
a Pater RA afer HATRA: N g tt 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, 
Jarasandha had subdued in battle without 
much effort twenty thousand and eight 
hundred Ksatriya princes and had confined 
them in a place surrounded by mountains 
on all sides. Released by Lord Sri Krsna, 
they came out of their captivity with unclean 
bodies and dirty clothes. (1) 


faa sa aval fered ga frat ll 
fad ga amamma Tera ga arly: | 
wia gA: NR: NA N 


They had been emaciated with hunger 
and their faces were lank. The long 
confinement had considerably reduced their 
weight. Coming out of the prison, they saw 
Lord Sri Krsna standing before them. Having 
a complexion dark as the cloud, clad in yellow 
silken robes and possessed of four arms, 
holding a lotus in one hand and wielding the 
mace, conch and discus with others, bearing 


Dis. 73] 


+ BOOK TEN + 


475 


the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of hair) on the 
breast, with eyes reddish like the interior of a 
lotus, with a lovely and cheerful face, adorned 
with glowing ear-rings shaped like the alligator, 
and decked with a crown, a necklace of 
pearls, bracelets and girdle and a pair of 
armlets, the jewel Kaustubha shining in His 
neck and a garland of sylvan flowers hanging 
on His breast, the sight of the Lord kept them 
spellbound. They seemed to drink Him up 
with their eyes, lick Him with their tongues, 
inhale Him with their nose and embrace Him 
up with their arms. All their sins were washed 
away at His very sight. They bowed to the 
Lord, touching. His blessed feet with their 
heads. (2—6) 


POACEAE: = 
wigii wi: msa yu: eu 
The joy derived through Lord Sri Krsna’s 
sight removed the languor caused by their 
confinement. With joined palms, they offered 


their praises to the Lord in the following 
words: (7) 


WHIT FA: 
TA æn | Wafer 
WOT OTe a: Gro PPO ATTA: Uo N 

The kings prayed: “O God of gods, 
remover of the distress of Your devotees, 
who take refuge in You, O Imperishable 
Lord, we offer our salutations to You. 
Disgusted with the bitter experience of this 
fearful scourge of transmigration, we seek 
refuge in You; pray! protect us. (8) 
Wo waga arte AeA 
WP Fe vad Tat Teresi tt <u 

“Krsna, we have no grudge against 
Jarasandha; in fact, the loss of our kingdoms 
has now become the occasion for Your 
blessings on us all; it is Your grace that we 
got deprived of our kingdoms. (9) 


mAy a sat faa TA: | 
TTA aS AAA ASI SACT: Uo N 


y 


“Puffed up with the pride of sovereignty 
and power, a king is generally deprived of 
true happiness; for, deluded by Your Maya, 
he comes to regard worldly fortune as 
permanent. (10) 


T AM AT AAA SAHA | 

Wa dential Ara THY AAT N 
“Just as the ignorant take the mirage for 

a sheet of water, even so the unwise attached 


to the senses regard the ever changing Maya 
(deluding potency) as reality. (11) 


ya peaa Hat: uz u 


“Lord, blinded by the intoxication of wealth 
and power, at one time we vied with one 
another in our lust for conquering the world 
and mercilessly brought about the destruction 
of our own people in pursuance of our mad 
projects. We were so arrogant that we took 
no notice of You standing before us as 
Death itself. (12) 


a Wa pura mig 
goad faam: fra: 1 

aA ma yas 
eain A ques 


“Krsna, mysterious are the ways of Time. 
Its potency is unfathomable; for it is one of 
Your many forms. It has deprived us of our 
fortune, and our pride has been shattered 
through Your grace. We now contemplate 
on Your sacred feet. (13) 
ya : ferpefird 
Set Wea Uae Sat yar 
sahai «= yeaa aÙ 
faama tea a RRETA N ex N 
“Lord, we no longer seek the boon of 
sovereignty, enjoyable through this ever 


decaying body, the nursery of ailments. We 
have realized that the pleasures of sovereignty 
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are like a mirage. Nor do we crave for the 
posthumous enjoyments of heaven which 
sound attractive only to the ear. (14) 


aa: amaya OA À MTT: | 
adm a aei daN eu i 


“Pray! tell us now the means whereby 
we may constantly remember Your lotus- 
like feet, even though we may have to 
undergo a series of births. (15) 


pura maA RA UAT 
Woda Whar AAT Aa: N gS N 


“Krsna, You have descended on this 
earth through the agency of Vasudeva. You 
destroy the sins of those who come in 
contact with You and bring them deliverance. 
You are the Supreme Spirit. You exterminate 
the sufferings of those who prostrate before 
You. O Govinda, the protector of cows, we 
offer our obeisances to You.” (16) 


Seat war wafers: | 
Ane PaRI VTA: FATT rru gen 
Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit, when the 
kings now released from captivity praised in 
those words the merciful Lord, who affords 
shelter to those who seek it, He cheered 
them in sweet accents as below: (17) 


MITA TATAT 
aayi at yor meaa AN | 
Reet Wad anatemi qari ec 


Lord Sri Krsna said: “As desired by 
you, O kings, you will henceforth be full of 
unwavering devotion to Me, the Universal 
Lord, who am the very Self of all. (18) 
form arated yor vert setter: | 
retvadnel-ng Uva TEs FUT Ve tt 

“You deserve congratulations, O kings, 
for your resolution, and what you say is 
certainly true. For | have seen that excess 


of pride of wealth and power makes people 
mad. (19) 


Seat Aga AAT ma RAN 
siaaa ify: LITE CAC ATAIAT: 1 2o 11 
“Haihaya, Nahusa, Vena, Ravana, 
Narakasura and many other gods, demons 
and kings fell from their position through the 
intoxication of wealth and power. (20) 


Yad Ude fata egare 
Hi aseti: WS THOT TAA N R? 1 
“Know that the body and everything 
connected with it is perishable inasmuch as 
it is subject to birth. Therefore, do not get 
attached to them. Carefully controlling your 
mind and senses, worship Me through 
sacrifices and protect your subjects in the 
righteous way. (21) 
PASAT: WAIT TS GS aA | 
ma red a Aad ferent fara i 22 UI 
“Beget children for the continuity of the 
family line, and not for enjoyment, and 
accepting with an equable mind, as a boon 
from Me, whatever experiences come to 
your lot in the shape of birth and death, 
pleasure and pain, gain and loss etc., live in 


the world with your mind devoted to Me. 
(22) 


Saya SATATATAINTAT JAAT: | 
TATA AA: TAS Al TAT ATA Ut 23 N 
“Remain indifferent to the body and 
everything connected therewith, take delight 
in the Self, practise singing of My glories 
and observe religious vows. Thus fixing 
your mind steadily on Me, you will in the 
end attain to me, the Supreme Spirit.” (23) 


aye ITA 
FRA FON UTA ANER: | 
Bat Sh Ra ere aR I 3% N 
Sri Suka went on: Pariksit, thus 
instructing the kings, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
the almighty Lord of the universe, detailed 


a number of attendants, men and women, 
to give them a bath. (24) 
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qma mama maA mAN 
meade: ARa: 1 aq N 


He then got Sahadeva, son of 
Jarāsandha, to honour the kings by offering 
them wearing apparel, ornaments, garlands, 
sandal-paste and other things worthy of 
royal use. (25) 


ASAT RAA GEA SpA | 
ative fafana ANEA: tt Be 
After they had finished their bath and 
adorned themselves, they were entertained 
with excellent dishes and other luxuries, 
such as betel leaves etc., worthy of kings. 


(26) 

a yA Tepes Wat HERTE: | 
Raia: Fee EA GAM TAT: M 2O N 
Thus treated with due honour by 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna and rid of their suffering, 
the kings shone with their brilliant ear-rings 
like the planets at the end of the rainy 
season. (27) 


TUL AeA HOTT SAT TAT | 
ura ggat: KAVITA Re It 
The Lord then provided them all with 
chariots adorned with jewels and gold and 
drawn by good horses, cheered them with 


Sweet words and let them go to their respective 
territories. (28) 


ati Aiea: Pea HU YaST | 
ARMAS ATT: HA AT BATT: 1 Ve tt 
Thus rescued from their adversity by 
the high-souled Sri Krsna, the kings left for 
their capitals, contemplating on the Lord, 
His virtues and noble deeds. (29) 


We: wafer vergence 
VOT TATA ARTT: Ut Bo I 
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Reaching their kingdoms, they related 
to their subjects the benevolent doings of 
the Supreme Person and diligently followed 
His injunctions in their daily lives. (30) 
Tree ma tres chee: | 
wahai Aaa: Wea Hates Uist: N 3g 

Pariksit, thus having Jarasandha killed 
by Bhimasena, and being duly honoured by 
Jarasandha’s son, Sahadeva, Sri Krsna, 
accompanied by Bhima and Arjuna, departed 
for Indraprastha. (31) 


Teal A AV SAT EA MGM EA SAATA: | 

wierd: eA Geet USA: 321 
On reaching the outskirts of the city, the 

three victorious heroes blew their respective 


conches, bringing joy to their friends and 
sorrow to their enemies. (32) 


weet wre gama: | 
APT mmi pri UST SAA: 11 33 N 
The people of Indraprastha were 
extremely delighted at heart to hear the 
sound and concluded at once that 


Jarasandha had been killed and that King 
Yudhisthira had well-nigh achieved his object. 


(33) 
aRar wart ia: | 
PETS «= TSAR Bx I 

There Bhimasena, Arjuna and Sri Krsna 
bowed to King Yudhisthira and related to 
him all that they had done. (34) 


Freres, mha aera fray | 
HPSS FONT WMT Aare PASTA N 34 N 
Overwhelmed with emotion at the 
exceptional favour shown to him by Lord Sri 
Krsna, King Yudhisthira shed tears of joy and 
could not speak a word. (35) 


POTENT PAT AAT AS AT: 93 
Thus ends the seventy-third discourse, bearing on the return of Sri Krsna and others to 
Indraprastha, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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BIA Ad AAAS ATA: 
Discourse LXXIV 
Sisupala killed by Sri Krsna 


aye ITA 
Ua già wat were fait: | 
purer aqua i ara Vite R 1 
Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, 
Yudhisthira was highly delighted to hear of 
Jarasandha’s fall and of the supreme glory 
of Bhagavan Sri Krsna, and spoke to Him 


as follows: (1) 
gff sara 
a aAA A: aed ARN: | 
aeha ghi nem RÀT 8 
King Yudhisthira submitted: Krsna, 
Lords of the three worlds like Brahma and 
Sankara, and guardians of the world like Indra 
bow their heads to Your command whenever 
they obtain the rare privilege of receiving it.(2) 


a vara darrian, 
Ma ASETA 3 UI 


O infinite Lord, though extremely humble 
and wretched, we are conceited enough to 
regard ourselves as kings and rulers. Yet 
(instead of degrading us) You submit to our 
authority and carry out our commands. O 
lotus-eyed Lord, this is nothing but imitation 
on Your part of the ways of men. (3) 


A Arean We: UA: | 
autres ast gat a aM A:N 


Just as the brilliance of the sun is neither 
enhanced nor suffers diminution with the 
ascent or decline of the sun, even so Your 
doings in no way exalt You or detract from 
Your glory. For You are the Supreme Spirit, 
the one Absolute without a second. (4) 


q à asta wart mgA mera: | 
wa ada a nme: ua Apa y N 


O unconquerable Lord, thoughts of 


diversity like “I and Mine” and “Thou and 
Thine” obtain only among the ignorant. Such 
crooked notions of difference do not find 
place even in Your devotees, much less in 
You. Whatever You do is, therefore, nothing 
but Your Sport. (5) 
RIJP IMA 
FIRM AA HA AL FHL A RR: | 
UONTTea: MA MATT TATA: N A N 
Śri Śuka resumed: Saying so, and 
with Lord Sri Krsna’s concurrence, King 
Yudhisthira invited at an hour propitious for 
the sacrifice Brahmanas versed in the Vedas 
and proficient in the Vedic ritual to officiate 
as priests etc., at the sacrifice. (6) 


gm gt: gaias: | 
akeyan: aval Has: Hater: 19 Ul 
farani area: qafasitam: ad: | 
ta: Went at aga Wa ANC 
aat pyaar ele Tat arte gR: | 
attest ALAS -al aA Scar: usu 
They were Sri Krsnadwaipayana Vyasa, 
Bharadwaja, Sumantu, Gautama, Asita, 
Vasistha, Cyavana, Kanva, Maitreya, Kavasa, 
Trita, Viswamitra, Vamadeva, Sumati, Jaimini, 
Kratu, Paila, Paragara, Garga and 
Vaigampayana, Atharva, Kasyapa, Dhaumya, 
Paragurama, Sukracarya, Asuri, Vitihotra, 


Madhutchanda, Virasena and Akrtavrana. 
(7—9) 


SURAT AY Ap: | 
game: wea fagra mamafa: uo! 
Besides these, he also invited 
Dronacarya, Bhisma, Krpacarya and others: 
as well as Dhrtarastra with all his sons and 
the noble-minded Vidura to come and help 
in the performance. (10) 
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HET: AAT APA: YR AARNA: | 

aq: VATA Vat WHat TT eeu 
In order to witness the great sacrifice 

many princes with their ministers and chief 

officers, Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and 

Śūdras, arrived at Indraprastha, O king ! 


(11) 
TA Sa aa: aige: | 
PRAM ca AA AAAA TTA 22 N 
Then the priests ploughed the sacrificial 
ground with ploughs of gold and initiated 
Yudhisthira, according to the scriptural 
injunctions, as the sacrificer. (12) 
oH: PRAET ASU AMT TTI 
ya Aa ARAT: 23 
mm: Aara faenennerom: | 
T amaA CRRA: es tt 
WA TAA ASA HANT: | 
Taga SAA: A A: MTA À N gA 
The utensils used in this sacrifice were 
all made of gold as they were in the sacrifice 
performed by Varuņa in ancient times. 
Brahma, Sankara, Indra and other guardians 
of the world, Siddhas and Gandharvas with 
their retinues, Vidyadharas and Nagas, 
Sages, Yaksas and Raksasas, birds, 
Kinnaras, Caranas and powerful princes 


with their queens—all came to attend the | 


Rājasūya sacrifice of King Yudhisthira at 
his invitation. 


mA fafaa ARERIA: U 26 1 


All of them admitted without any 
hesitation that he was qualified to perform 
the same. For to a devotee of Sri Krsna 
Nothing is impossible of achievement. Then 
the priests, who were as glorious as the 
gods, conducted for the king the Rajasuya 
Sacrifice according to the scriptural ordinance, 
as in ancient times the gods did for Varuna. 

(16) 


y ee 


Asea ASA AeA | 
AOE AAAI TATA AAT: M gO N 
On the day fixed for extracting the Soma 
juice, the king honoured the blessed priests 
as well as the supervisors of the performance 
with due attention. (17) 


Wee À AIA: AMT: | 
ART AH ASCAATA ANA Ul BS I 


Now, the members of the assembly 
proceeded to consider who was worthy of 
receiving the first place of honour, but could 
not come to any decision for want of 
unanimity. Thereupon Sahadeva addressed 
the assembly in the following words: (18) 
Belt MA: Mest TTA Ata ata: | 
WH à gaa: Wal Serene: N 88 I 

“In my opinion Lord Sri Krsna, the crown- 
jewel of the Yadus, is the best man in this 
assembly and deserve the first place of 
honour. For, all the gods as well as Time, 


space, wealth and whatever other things 
there are in this world—all are but He. (19) 


aaah Ad faye aay ASIA: | 
aaga WM: ANSI SMTP AAT: 11 20 N 


“The whole universe is His manifestation. 
The sacrifices are He, He is Fire, He is the 
oblations, He is revealed in the form of the 
Mantras. The path of Knowledge and the 
path of Action both lead to Him. (20) 


q iiA smia T 
ASSA: MN: YAAA SIT: N R N 


“Members of this august assembly ! Lord 
Sri Krsna is the one Absolute without a 
second; the whole universe is His body. 
Though self-dependent and unborn, He 
creates, protects and destroys the universe 
by His own will. (21) 


fafaarite maii way ager | 
ged Ged Ud: sat efferent 2211 


“Through His grace people perform 
various acts in the world and pursue the 
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fourfold object of life, viz., Dharma (virtue), 
Artha (worldly prosperity), Kama (worldly 
enjoyment) and Moksa (liberation). (22) 


TAL POTS Fed staat WATT | 
Ud Bq PAYA TT AAT R3 II 


“Therefore, | propose that foremost 
honour should be offered to Lord Sri Krsna, 
the greatest of the great. Through honouring 
Him, we shall have honoured all beings as 
well as our own self. (23) 


wayyy poA A | 
aa waa Dorlas Sea I VY I 


“He who seeks that his gifts should 
embrace infinity, should make them to Sri 
Krsna, who is the Self of all beings and views, 
none as other than Himself, who is absolutely 
unruffled and perfect in everyway.” (24) 


FRA HRCA HT TO poa a AT. 
TAA TSA; He AU Malt ATT: WG UI 
Pariksit! Sahadeva, who was aware of 
Lord Sri Krsna’s greatness, became silent 
after saying this. All good people in the 
assembly were pleased to hear this, and 
applauded him saying, ‘well said, well said’. 
(25) 

aar feat TST Aa Be VATA | 
qme wld: worafager: N RG I 
Hearing this ejaculation of the Brahmanas 
and ascertaining the general sense of the 
members of the assembly, King Yudhisthira 
was extremely delighted and with a heart 
overwhelmed with emotion, honoured Sti 
Krsna by offering Him the worship due to 
the First Man in the assembly. (26) 

aaaea: force creat: | 
AUT: AAA: AHSAM SAR TAT it RO N 
In great joy Yudhisthira washed the feet 
of Sri Krsna and together with his consort, 
Draupadi, brothers, ministers and other 
members of his family, bore on his head 
together with others the drops of that water, 
which purify the world. (27) 


aretha: anA Aa wearer: | 
adrari Arete AHA Nl Be N 


Then he presented the Lord with robes 
of yellow silk and ornaments. His eyes 
being full of tears at the time, he could not 
even distinctly see the Form of the Lord. 

(28) 
seat Tard Ses Ts WSCA ST: | 
war wate Aged Frog: Grea: IRI 

Seeing Him thus honoured, all those 
present in the assembly joined their palms 
in reverence, with shouts of ‘Namo Namah’ 
(Salutations) and ‘Jaya-Jaya’ (Victory to You), 
and showers of flowers fell on Him from the 
heavens. (29) 


Asma waa eai: | Zo Ul 
Pariksit, Sisupala heard all this from his 
seat in the assembly. Enraged at the 
glorification of Sri Krsna, he rose from his 
seat and holding up his arm in great 
indignation fearlessly spoke these harsh 
words with reference to Sri Krsna. (30) 


Sot Qa: Ie sha AIA AR: | 
qanmi ae afegaterareatafired it 38 N 


He said, “Leaders of this House, the 
pronouncement of the Vedas that Time is 
God is quite true; for Time is inviolable, its 
decree cannot be revoked. (This has been 
made perfectly clear by the proceedings of 
this assembly.) For, we have seen how 
even the hardened reason of the wise and 
elderly people can be misled by the prattlings 
of children. (31) 
qi afat Aor a aed area | 
aaraa: AS POUT aa AAAS ET N BR Ul 

“Remember, you are the best judge t° 
decide who is worthy to receive the honour 
of first place in this assembly. Therefore: 
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please do not accept as gospel truth 
Sahadeva’s childish talk that Krsna is worthy 
of that honour. (32) 


THfSENaRT AAT ATA | 
TRAST TAS HUTT OSTA Mt 33 1 


“There are present here men of great 
austerity, learning and sacred vows, men 
who have wiped out their sins through 
wisdom, great sages who are established in 
Brahma and adored even by the greatest of 
gods. (33) 
mana We: Bei: | 
aa cele: Ae Waal sents n 3% N 

“Ignoring the leaders of this assembly, 
how can this cowherd, a disgrace to his 
clan and family, be considered worthy of 
receiving this honour? Does the crow deserve 
to receive a sacrificial oblation? (34) 


animada: = -adentateepa: | 
Aai wha: maf FdA N 3y 
“He owns no Varna (caste), or Āśrama 
(stage of life), and does not possess nobility 
of birth; he is beyond the pale of all Dharmas 
(sacred laws) and acts wantonly both against 
the Vedic injunctions and established usage. 
Moreover, he is devoid of all virtues. Under 
the circumstances, how can he deserve the 
honour of first place? (35) 


aiai fe ei wet aiad 
TIN ead wat AeA N 3S i 
“You are aware that his clan is under 
the curse of Yayati, and has, therefore, 
been boycotted by all good people. Moreover, 
they are all given to unauthorized drinking. 


How can he, therefore, be entitled to receive 
the honour of first place? (36) 


aAa ser AAs | 

WR gimba aera BATA: WaT: N Bie 
“Abandoning Mathura and other sacred 

Places inhabited by Brahmanical sages, 


they have resorted to a fortified place in the 
Sea, destitute of Brahmanas devoted to the 
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Vedas. When they come out of their 
fortifications, they harass all creatures like 
pirates.” (37) 
Waa IST TUT TASCA: | 
Aara ra era aan fae: arera 3 N 
Pariksit, all the merits of Śiśupāla had 
been exhausted. That is why he uttered 
these and similar harsh words with reference 
to Sri Krsna. But just as the lion does not 
heed the jackal’s howls, even so the Almighty 
Lord did not say a word in reply to Sisupala. 
(38) 
Watered wat Sas Aa BUTTE: | 
aoii Frere Reia: praag Bar I 3e N 
But the vilification of the Lord became 
unbearable to the audience, some of whom 
closed their ears and indignantly left the 
Hall, censuring Śiśupāla for his unjustifiable 
remarks. (39) 
Prat aa: gA SAT aT 
aA Tafa a: Aià m: Yaa: tt ¥o N 
There was reason for this. For, Pariksit, 
he who, on hearing aspersions cast upon 
God or upon His devotee, does not leave 
the spot, loses his merit and goes down to 
hell. (40) 
Aa: WTR: Hel AAA H AISA: | 
Sarge: BAY: rafain: uve N 
Now, the Pandavas, Matsyas, Kaikayas 
and Srfijayas stood up in rage with uplifted 
weapons, determined to make short work 
of Sisupala. (41) 
AVATAR SS Geet | 
UA PUTA A Ua: AST ATTN %3 1 
Undaunted by the threat, the latter took 
up his sword and shield and rebuked the 


princes who sided with Sri Krsna in the 
assembly. (42) 


Waa Way LAM rare Fae HUT | 
Pr: agah enaA feat: ss u 


Observing both the sides prepared for a 
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combat, Lord Sri Krsna stood up and 
pacified the rulers, who sided with Him, 
and exhibiting some anger cut off with His 
sharp-edged discus the head of Sisupala, 
who had in the meantime swooped on Him. 

(43) 


Weg: leer SAT orga Set AL 
maA yor gaia: ui we N 


Great and tumultuous was the uproar in 
the assembly when Sisupala fell down dead. 
The princes who followed him took to their 
heels to save their lives. (44) 
weed ARa 
uaa PAYA aha Ufa TAT STAT I BE I 

Just as a meteor dropping from the sky 
gets absorbed into the earth, even so all 
people witnessed a column of light emanating 
from Sigupala’s body enter Sri Krsna and 
merge into Him. (45) 
WAPOA aT aT ALT RTI 
amiei A A FS NARRA Ut SE, I 

Pariksit, contemplating on the Lord with 
thoughts of hatred and anger fostered for 
three consecutive lives, Sisupala became 
one with Him, and was restored to his 
original place as an attendant of the Lord. 
Thus it is the thought of the individual which 
determines his future state. (46) 


afana: Maa aterm agaaa | 
Paty aa afra SAY AAHTE | O II 


After Sigupala’s deliverance, Emperor 
Yudhisthira gave sacrificial fees on a liberal 
scale to the priests and supervisors of the 
sacrifice and honoured all who attended it. 
Thereafter he performed ablutions betokening 
the completion of the sacrifice, according to 
the scriptural injunctions. (47) 


AAA Gael Ta: PON AGATE: | 
sara aaar wetted: ve N 


Pariksit, having thus brought the 
Rajasuya sacrifice of Yudhisthira to a 
successful conclusion, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
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the Supreme Lord of all masters of Yoga, 
spent some months at Indraprastha at the 
request of His friends and relations. (48) 


AAA | Waa TIA: | 
wat aur: BTA: FATE SAHA: 11 ¥3 N 
Then the Almighty Lord took leave of 
Yudhisthira, who was reluctant to let Him 
go, and left for Dwaraka with His consorts 
and ministers. (49) 
afi age war À gA 
Aguanta aaa FA: TA: ko N 
Pariksit, | have already narrated to you 
at considerable length (in Skandha VII) how 
under the curse of Sanaka and his brothers, 
Jaya and Vijaya, the two attendants of the 
Lord at Vaikuntha, had to take repeated 
births on earth. (50) 


TATA AMT Sa TST AEST: | 
saad RTR ll 


Having finished the ablutions at the close 
of the Rājasūya sacrifice, Yudhisthira shone 
like Indra (the king of gods) in the assembly 
of Brahmanas and Ksatriyas. (51) 


Tat mR: We GAAS: | 
gai Bae Al VA: aT AST U1 43 1 
Honoured by Yudhisthira all the gods, 
men and ethereal beings gladly returned to 
their respective abodes glorifying Lord Sri 
Krsna and the sacrifice performed by King 
Yudhisthira. (52) 
gim mi aft Hepa! 
BUT AE Prat wai SHAT MTT ATT 3 l 
Duryodhana alone of all those who had 
attended the sacrifice could not bear the 
sight of the vast fortune and royal splendour 
of the Pandavas. For he was sinful and 
quarrelsome by nature, a veritable cancer 
in the body of the Kuru race, brought into 
being for its destruction. (53) 
ase aidag aon: aH dace | 
wane: faa a dard: AÀ As" 
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Pariksit, anyone who sings of this sport 


the imprisoned kings and performance of 


of Lord Sri Krsna relating to the killing of | the Rajasuya sacrifice by Yudhisthira, will 


Sigsupala and Jarasandha, the release of 


be freed of all sin. (54) 


Str Aera AIRA IRAE Aiea TH THT 
RRITAR TA Ag: CAAT aS ATA: I 9% I 


Thus ends the seventy-fourth discourse entitled Šiśupāla killed by Sri Krsna, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA Usa faa sear: 
Discourse LXXV 
Duryodhana’s Humiliation 


anara 

amaA gE ATN 
aa A A Feat À GAMA: M g tl 
gie ataa ws: Bea: AT: | 
Bla oye AT Tee HUTT 2 N 

King Pariksit submitted: Holy sage, 
you told me just now that all the kings, 
sages and gods who had assembled there 
rejoiced at the grand success of the Rajasuya 
sacrifice performed by Yudhisthira and that 
Duryodhana was the only exception in this 
matter. O worshipful one, please tell me the 
reason of this. (1-2) 

FAIA 

frame à aa Wags Fale: | 
area: Raat Tea, WAST: 1 3 N 

Sri Śuka replied: Pariksit, your 
grandfather, Yudhişthira, was a great soul. 
Bound to him with ties of affection, all his 
relations took upon themselves some form 
of service or other during the sacrifice. (3) 


A emma A: GAA: | 
mag yai ap ZATA il X N 


Bhima was placed in charge of the 


kitchen, Duryodhana was master of the 
treasury, Sahadeva was entrusted with the 
duty of honouring the guests; while Nakula 
had the charge of procuring supplies. (4) 


Tess rey: qe: wear 
UAT ATES HVT AM ASAT: Wa N 


Arjuna waited upon the elders, and Sri 
Krsna took upon Himself the duty of washing 
the feet of the guests. Draupadi attended 
to the work of serving food, while the 
magnanimous Karna was entrusted with the 
duty of bestowing gifts. (5) 
qea fanviva agent agaa: | 
aAa water À a aadA: 118 N 
Rem mal maig À deri 
yada m ma Ua: Aafaa: ou 

Similarly, Sātyaki, Vikarņa, Hārdikya, 
Vidura, Bhūriśravā and the other sons of 
Bahlika, Santardana and others were 
entrusted with one duty or other. All of them 
endeavoured to perform their respective 
duties to the satisfaction of Yudhisthira. 


(6- 
6-7) 
Rasy yaaani: | 
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aa a manyani vias 
agna yT EEE URAL 
Pariksit! after the priests and supervisors 
of the sacrifice, men of learning, friends and 
relations had been duly honoured with sweet 
words, rich presents and sacrificial fees and 
Sigupala had attained salvation at the feet of 
the Lord, Yudhisthira went to the Ganga to 
perform the concluding ablutions. (8) 


a ingaT: 
aka Aafen ihe ean 


While the ceremony was being so 
performed, various instruments of music 
like the Mrdanga, conch, drum, kettledrum, 
tabor and trumpet were played upon. (9) 


Adee ELT WAHT FAT TAT: | 
Ada A RATA 2o I 


The courtesans danced in great joy, the 
songsters sang in batches. The sound of 
the Vina, flute and cymbals reached the 
heavens. = 0) 


faaeasdeittsercaratu: 
Set ees Neu 


TSA ARARAT: | 
ae Yat AAA AT: N gN 


Adorned with necklaces of gold, the 
Yadava, Srfijaya, Kamboja, Kuru, Kekaya 
and Kosala kings, with flags of various 
colours waving in the air, followed Yudhisthira 
to the Ganga shaking the earth with their 
armies consisting of fully accoutred foot- 
soldiers, elephants, chariots and horses. 

(11-12) 


Reeatahgasresr TAIT JAT 
eafétaprerategeg: qafi: 1 93 ti 


Supervisors of the sacrifice, priests and 
learned Brahmanas proceeded chanting the 
Vedic hymns in loud intonations. The gods, 
Rsis, manes and Gandharvas showered 
flowers on the procession from the heavens 
and sang Yudhisthira’s praises. (13) 


AAS AM AAT A ETTA: | 
faresi fasefatadl TA: 11 9x 1 


Men and women of the city adorned 
with scents, garlands, beautiful clothes and 
ornaments came out on the public roads 
and sported on, smearing and sprinkling 
one another with liquids of various kinds. 


(14) 

AMLE SELES LETA EAE LEA ZETE aka P 
Uftsrférer: uae araga: tt 2u N 
The courtesans smeared the men with 
oil, milk, butter, scented water, turmeric 
powder, saffron paste, and were themselves 
smeared over by men in return. It was thus 
that they amused themselves. (15) 


quega 
ven aon fefa fama: | 
aaea: Rra: 
wdteefaragen FANE: N gS ll 


Just as celestial ladies thronged in the 
sky in their beautiful aerial cars to see this 
festivity on earth, even so, the ladies of the 
royal House of Indraprastha, curious to have 
a look at the grand procession, came out in 
beautiful palanquins and other vehicles 
guarded by foot-soldiers Lord Sri Krsna, 
together with His companions, sprinkled 
water of various colours on them, which 
made their faces bloom in bashful smiles, 
thus heightening their beauty. (16) 


a aga Trey aira: 
Rerama agama aterm: | 


gni aaa affa: 11 99 
Sprinkled with water the clothes of the 
queens got wet, so that their limbs including 
their breasts, thighs and hips could be 
glimpsed through. They also took up syringes 
filled with coloured water and threw jets of 
water on their brothers-in-law and their friends. 
In the flurry of the moment their braids got 
loosened and flowers dropped therefrom. 


y 
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Pariksit, the sight of this lovely and innocent 
sport on their part brought rather impure 
thoughts in the minds of passionate people. 
(17) 
E Pag TATE: Herd SHAT | 
RAT AT: fom: msa Mt Ve N 


Seated in his chariot drawn by the best 
of horses and decked with gold necklaces, 
Emperor Yudhisthira with Draupadi and other 
consorts looked as if the great sacrifice, 
Rajasuya, with the attendant rituals had 
assumed human forms. (18) 


uiia yae a aga: | 
Tat AMSA Sa Fs AMT Le tt 


After the ritual known by the name Patni- 
Sarhyaja and the rites connected with the 
concluding ablutions had been over, the 
king performed Acamana (sipped water from 
the palm of his hand), and, as directed by 
priests, bathed in the Ganga alongwith 
Draupadi. (19) 


At that time the drums of celestials 
sounded in the heavens joined with the 
sounding of drums by men; and the gods. 
Rsis, manes and men showered flowers. 


(20) 
WEE da: Aa aois AAT: | 
TOTTI: TM eA PASTA VP N 


After the Emperor had finished his 
ablutions, people belonging to all castes 
and stages of life took their dips in the 
Ganga; for a bath at that time rids even the 
Most sinful of their sins forthwith. (21) 
Ha Wetted att after agha: | 
RaRa Aad aman: 1 2211 

Then Yudhisthira put a piece of new 
Silk cloth round his loins and another round 
his shoulders and adorning himself with 


Ornaments, he honoured the priests and 
Supervisors of the sacrifice as well as other 


Brahmanas with gifts of cloth and ornaments. 
(22) 
aaa Haase AAT: | 
arfevi EGEILIDI anaoat TS: RRI 
Pariksit, a sincere devotee of God, the 
Emperor saw God in every being and 
honoured all his relations and kinsmen, 
brother princes, friends and well-wishers, 
and other ordinary folk again and again. 


(23) 
aa TT: Treat npea- 
TITS HERMAN: | 
miya 


HUSH MAH TITAS - 
ease: HAC FEN: 2 N 
Wearing jewelled ear-rings, garlands of 
flowers, turbans, long coats, pieces of silk 
and costly necklaces of pearls all these 
people looked like gods come down on 
earth. And the women looked exceptionally 
charming with the beauty of their faces 
enhanced by their ear-rings and their 
overhanging locks, and with the zones of 
gold lying round their hips. (24) 


eI HATE: AAA TATA: | 
aaRS Wat À Waa: 1 Ve N 
EGIRIEGE GIH] ARATE: CETT: | 
qR aA RAT N 26 N 


Pariksit, all those who had assembled 
there—priests of high character, supervisors 
of the sacrifice well-versed in the Vedas, 
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaigyas and Sudras, 
princes, gods, Rsis, manes and members 
of other classes of beings, Indra and the 
other protectors of the world with their 
attendants—now took leave of Yudhisthira, 
and returned to their respective abodes, 
receiving appropriate honours from the 
Emperor. (25-26) 
Rame wA ATN I 
FLSE: Frey Aa sya Ba 1 RO 11 


Just as a mortal would never feel satisfied 
with a drink of nectar, so they did not get 
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tired of praising the grand success of the 
Rajasiya sacrifice performed by the saintly 
King Yudhisthira, who was a great devotee 
of God. (27) 


Tet BPE ST TST FETA TTT IAT | 
WOT FATA STAT HUTT A ATTA: Ut RS N 


The Emperor lovingly detained his 
kinsmen, friends and relations and also 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna at his capital, for he 
could not even bear the idea of their 
separation. (28) 


warty date aaa: | 
WRAY AAT IST AAAI A HMAC it BF I 


Sending away Samba, his other sons 
as well as the principal Yadava warriors to 
Dwaraka, the Almighty Lord stayed on there 
with a view to pleasing the king. (29) 


sai wen my winemenvtar 
eet aad pA MAPA: i Zo N 


Thus having realized with the help of 
Sri Krsna, the long-cherished ambition of 
performing the Rajasiya sacrifice, which 
was as difficult to realize as it is to cross 
the ocean, Yudhisthira now heaved a sigh 
of relief. (30) 
Wena Ut Tea Stes Tarert: raz! 
AAAS UMAGA Weel AAT: I 3k Ul 

On a certain day, Duryodhana felt greatly 
troubled at heart at the sight of Yudhisthira’s 
splendour in his palace and the greatness 
attained by him, a great devotee of God, 


through the performance of the Rājasūya 
sacrifice. (31) 


ait fanfa fret farage: | 
aA: ody gaan 
Teal AA: PENTAN 32 N 
The palace contained all the wealth and 
royal splendours of earthly monarchs, demon 


kings and lords of celestials, got together 
by the demon Maya, who had built it. Queen 


Draupadi waited upon her consorts with all 
these materials and it was mainly due to his 
attachment for her that Duryodhana was 
filled with jealousy. (32) 
ARNT PeR: jui ER 
nÀ Yale papapa 

MATES Ap EAG ATAN 33 Ul 

More than a thousand consorts of Lord 
Sri Krsna lived in that palace at the time. 
The anklets at their feet charmingly jingled 
when they walked with slow paces on 
account of their bulky hips. They were 
slender-waisted and the saffron on their 
breast made their white necklace of pearls 
appear red. Rocking ear-rings and flowing 
locks enhanced the beauty of their faces. 


(33) 
AMT HARTA FA TA STENTS. | 


gista OT LAAT It BX N 
amia: Hoa maa Araya | 
URASA AM TS: SAAS AAA: 1 34 Ul 
In a part of the Hall constructed by Maya, 
Emperor Yudhisthira, invested with imperial 
glory, was once seated on a throne of gold. 
Surrounded by his brother and kinsmen, and 
his guide, Lord Sri Krsna, and extolled by 
bards, he looked like Indra. (34-35) 


aa gate art ata RT 
ferttenret afaa Ree: fara aT | 3S I 


Proud Duryodhana accompanied by his 
brothers appeared there, sword in hand, 
with a crown on his head and a necklace 
dangling on his breast. He angrily scolded 
the guards at the gate as he entered. (36) 


AAS ATS TAT Het Ae TACIT | 
WA PITS UM Aaa eA: 1 39 N 


Deluded by the superb skill of Maya, he 
drew up his skirts mistaking a certain part 
of the floor for a sheet of water; and 
proceeding further he stumbled into water 
mistaking it for the bare floor. (37) 


Dis. 76] 


aera inet Gear fara gaS 
fardo SAAS UTA PUNTA SM: N 3 N 
Dear Pariksit! Bhima, the royal ladies 
and other princes laughed when they 
saw him fall, notwithstanding Yudhisthira’s 
remonstrances, being encouraged by a 
gesture from Sri Krsna. (38) 


a difsdisaracat Sar 


aya qt wren yar ut 
agidi TT aag 38 Ul 


Duryodhana was abashed at this 
discomfiture. Burning with rage, and with 
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his face cast down, he silently left the Hall 
and immediately departed for Hastinapura. 
The incident raised a cry of dismay from all 
good people and Yudhisthira felt perturbed 
over it, as it were. Lord Sri Krsna, however, 
kept quiet over the incident, intent as He 
was upon relieving the burden of the earth. 
In fact, it was His enchanting look which 
threw Duryodhana into confusion and brought 
about the incident. (39) 
qasi Way Ad, getse AT | 
gare dhe WHA MER ti ¥o N 
Pariksit, you asked me on this occasion 
how at the great Rajasuya sacrifice 
Duryodhana developed his intense ill-will 
against the Pandavas. | have told you the 
secret of it. (40) 


GITTI TA Tee ATATS ATA: II (94 I 


Thus ends the seventy-fifth discourse entitled “Duryodhana’s Humiliation” 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purdana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA ULNARIS aT: 
Discourse LXXVI 


Śālva’s encounter with the Yādavas 


JE Fara Salva was a friend of Sigupala and 

aaefa HORA IU anigi 71 accompanied the latter (as a member of the 
sar Wet bridegroom’s party) for his proposed wedding 

HISMUTATA aerated: with Rukmini. At that time he, alongwith 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, now 
hear the story of still another wonderful 
achievement of Lord Sri Krsna, who had 
Sportfully assumed a human semblance. 
This relates to the death of Salva, owner of 
the celebrated aerial car called Saubha. (1) 


Forgqarerena: eA efaa SMTA: | 
aera: Gel eTA tt R U 


Jarasandha and others, was completely routed 
in battle by the Yadus. (2) 


wed: wba UAT AAT | 
amad eat Hite Utes AA UTA 311 
Within the hearing of all the princes 
assembled there Salva took a vow saying, 
“| shall rid the earth of the Yadavas; you will 
then witness my prowess.” (3) 
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gta Ye: Aaa ca uguid wy 
amram FU ig Ape WALI ¥ tl 


Pariksit, having thus pledged himself, 
the fool began to worship the god of gods, 
Sankara, taking by way of nourishment only 
a handful of dust once a day. (4) 
dat | Tarde = sarafa:) 
RUS CAAA MICA PROTA TATA & It 

At the end of a year the almighty Spouse 
of Uma, Lord Sankara, who is propitiated 


very soon, offered to confer a boon on 
Salva, who had sought his protection. (5) 
Sarat Tea Tea 
ave arnt aa a art JAAT & N 
Salva requested the Lord to confer on 
him an aerial car which could be taken 
wherever he liked, and which could not be 
broken by the gods, Asuras, men, 
Gandharvas and Raksasas, and which would 
be a terror to the Yadus. (6) 


data fiftenfget Wa: NRTA: | 
Ut fmia press Ware 9 N 


Sankara said, “Be it so!” Under his 
command, the demon Maya, who could easily 
bring about the fall of an enemy's stronghold, 
constructed an aerial car, called Saubha, 
which was made of steel, and handed it 
over to Salva. It was not just an aerial-car, 
but an aerial city in miniature. (7) 
a Tem wre art antes gA 
wat grad ye At ford WAN ¢ N 

Full of darkness within, it was 
inaccessible to others. It could be taken 
wherever one liked. Obtaining this car, Salva 
proceeded against Dwaraka remembering 
the old grudge against the Yadus. (8) 


fega Brat yea wea urate 
Tt were a ade: ue i 
migr grater merar RAR: | 
fena feared: MAJA: 11 go N 


Pariksit, Salva besieged the city with a 


large army and engaged himself in the 
wholesale destruction of its gardens and 
parks, the gateways with their massive 
superstructures, the mansions with their 
upper chambers and compound wall and 
the places of recreation. Volleys of destructive 
weapons rained from that huge aerial car. 
(9-10) 

FSET FATA: AUT STATA: | 
PELENE IGINA YS THATS SIT FEM: N88 
Blocks of stone, trees, thunderbolts 
serpents and hailstones were showered on 


the city, and a fearful tornado was let loose 
over it, filling the quarters with dust. (11) 


sear Vs oredr AT YL 
aaa vi migo am Fath ez 


Just as in the days of yore the earth 
suffered under the scourge of the demon 
Tripura, even so the city of Dwaraka was 
subjected to untold suffering by Salva’s 
aerial car, Saubha. The people could not 
find respite even for a moment. (12) 


Dera ma ates SETA AST: TST: | 
m TSN ATS SAN TUTAST ARTA: N 23 N 
Observing the distress of the people, 
the renowned warrior, Bhagavan Pradyumna, 
mounted his chariot and cheered them by 
saying ‘Fear not’. (13) 
Ma PAS TTA AAS: TATA: | 
eigen UT raya Teva WHA UIs 
amt a RAM JAJA: | 
feigdin ara tA: Wl gu Il 
Satyaki, Carudesna, Samba, Akrura 
and his younger brothers, Krtavarma, 
Bhanuvinda, Gada, Suka, Sarana and many 
other big generals followed him with mighty 
bows in their hands. They were all protected 


with armours and were guarded by chariots, 
elephants, horses and foot-soldiers. (14-15) 


ad: Wagga Wag year ag: Ae! 
amoi agii ieor 2S l 


Pr 
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Just as in the days of yore there was a 
bitter conflict between the Devas and Asuras, 
even so, a fierce and thrilling battle ensued 
between the soldiers of Salva and the 
Yadavas. (16) 


ara Saami Rare efg: | 
mA MATA At AA FAY: 11 gO N 
With the help of his celestial weapons 
Pradyumna broke in an instant the magic 
spell of Salva, the owner of Saubha, even 
as the sun dispels the darkness of the 
night. (17) 
free vafis ig AÀ: | 
Wrens aR i: mAAR: n ge N 
With twenty-five arrows having feathers 
of gold and iron tips and with the knots of 


their wood well polished, he pierced the 
commander-in-chief of Salva’s army. (18) 


WTA SAS eae ATT APT | 
aR ate aaa: n eeu 


With a hundred more he struck Śālva 
himself and discharged one arrow each at 
his soldiers, ten each at his charioteers and 
three each at his horses. (19) 
TA Hed RA WAEA HETA: | 
qea i arg: Wel AA PAT: Ut Ro N 
wERiHed ae gA 7 a gA 
mmi mapi gam UAT RR N 

Seeing this great and wonderful feat of 
arms exhibited by the valiant Pradyumna, 
the soldiers on both sides admired him. 
Pariksit, the aerial car of Salva constructed 
by Maya contained such magical 
contrivances that now it appeared as many, 
and now as only one, now it appeared in 
the sky, and now disappeared altogether. 
The Yadavas, therefore, found it difficult to 
discover where it was at a particular moment. 

(20-21) 


ai apt aafag ait fitter aha 
HoT AHA UAT Aha Ag TART RR Ut 


Now it descended on the ground, now 
flew into the air, now perched on the summit 
of a hill, and now began to float on water. 
Like a rotating firebrand it went round and 
round hardly stopping at any point. (22) 


wa aaa wala: weet: | 
MPAA ETA SH SAY ITT AAT: URN 
Wherever Śālva with his car and soldiers 
came within their sight, the generals of the 
Yādava army showered their arrows on 
them. (23) 
piahia gfe: \ 
Aegi: mAs GA: N R% N 
Struck by those arrows, which burned 
like the sun and fire and were 
unapproachable like venomous snakes, 


Salva’s floating city and army suffered a 
severe blow, and Salva himself fainted. (24) 


c e l { : l 
A Ae Ui ta tet Agana: 1) 26 11 
Pariksit, the Yadava warriors too were 
equally harassed by the volleys of arms 
showered by the generals of Salva’s army; 
but they did not abandon their respective 
positions on the battle-field; for they thought 
that death in battle would secure happiness 
in the other world, whereas victory would 
establish their supremacy on the earth. (25) 

MCAT ATA SA ATA Wet Urea: | 
UATE Wea Heat ATT SASS TH N EM 
Pariksit, there was a minister of Salva 
and a mighty warrior, Dyuman by name, to 
whom Pradyumna had previously dealt 
severe blows; he now suddenly attacked 
Pradyumna with a steel mace and striking a 
heavy blow with it gave a loud roar. (26) 


Wert wea yita: Ran | 
adar Wd Wat aise IERTAT: 11 29 11 


The blow smashed the chest of 
Pradyumna, the chastiser of foes. Thereupon 
Daruka’s son, his charioteer, knowing the 
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canons of warfare, carried him away from 
the field. (27) 


Weal Feds afer: amaA 
Hel Haas Ya Aq WTA STATIN tt 2S N 


Regaining consciousness after about 
an hour, Pradyumna said to his charioteer, 
“Oh, charioteer, you have done me a 


disservice by removing me from the field of 
battle. (28) 


a agai FA A: yaa Tera: | 
Raatan gi rafa RRI 


“No one born in Yadu’s race, except 
me, is known to have abandoned the battle- 
field. You are a weak-minded charioteer: 
you have certainly wronged me. (29) 


f& 7 aetsfiragea fret weaker | 
Gall Tard: Wea: AAT I 30 Ul 
“What reply befitting my position shall | 
give to my uncle, Sti Balarama, and my 
father, Sri Krsna, when | see them and 
when they question me, now that | have 


cleverly managed to flee away from the 
battle-field? (30) 


Oth A HAA AA ATTA: | 

Ie Ha HI AT Aa: HATA HE 32 11 
“My sisters-in-law will laugh at me and 

openly say, ‘Please do tell us, O warrior, 


how you lost your manliness in the encounter 
with your enemy.’ ” (31) 


an reaa 


ai amas SUPT paar fa | 
w: pati wate tot ars ein 32 11 
The charioteer replied: O long-lived 
one, | did all this knowingly, considering it 
to be the proper duty of a charioteer. Lord, 
the rule of battle is that the charioteer 
should come to the rescue of the warrior 
when the latter’s life is in danger, and 


similarly the warrior should save the life of 
the charioteer in peril. (32) 


Cag fate gy vary An wo | 
se: Wott ast wee g: 388i 
Cognizant of this rule, | removed you 
from the battle-field when | found that, struck 
by the enemy with a mace, you had sustained 
a fatal injury and fainted. (33) 


MAJE WTA ATATS CATA: 1 (96 1 


Thus ends the Seventy-sixth discourse, bearing on the Yadus’ encounter with Sdlva, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the gre 


otherwise known as the P. 


at and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
aramahamsa-Samhita, 


ent 0 


AA GUT aaa STA: 
Discourse LXXVII 


Salva’s Deliverance 


a qaa alert df enn: | 
wa ni ga: ued AE mR N g 1 
Sri Śuka began again: Pariksit, 
Pradyumna now washed his hands and 
face, put on his armour, took up the bow 
and spoke to his charioteer thus, “Take me 
once more to the warrior, Dyuman.” (1) 
Bari tate geri eag: | 
Vice Weare: SRN II 
Dyuman was at that time playing havoc 
with the Yadava army. First checking his 
depredations, Pradyumna smilingly assailed 
Dyuman with eight shafts. (2) 


Viva ae qatar AeA 
Bai saya ch a yO À fr 3 
With four he struck his four horses, with 
one the charioteer, and with one shaft each 
he tore off Dyuman’s bow and banner and 
with the remaining one he struck down 
Dyuman’s head. (3) 


TRAHAN EA: ATA 
Uq: was der: wa HSARA: xu 
Gada, Satyaki, Samba and others began 
to mow down the army of Salva. The inmates 
of the aerial car, Saubha, with their necks 
Severed from their bodies, dropped one by 
one into the sea. (4) 
a gest meat Prerafiarac 
Fe oami | ae GI 
Thus the Yadava army and the army 
of Salva struck one another, and a fierce 
hand-to-hand fight raged between them 


for twenty-seven days and nights without 
break. (5) 


Pare Ta: BOT ated eta | 
Tass Fst feast a aera gu 
Segarra wis g sary 
Aimada we gradi a oN 
Having been invited by Yudhisthira, Lord 
Sri Krsna was at that time staying at 
Indraprastha. Now that the Rājasūya sacrifice 
had been concluded and Sisupala had been 
killed, Sri Krsna took leave of the elderly 
Kurus and Rsis, Kunti and the Pandavas, 
and proceeded to Dwaraka. On His way He 
observed frightful omens. (6-7) 


are mia 9 srdifrenfinaga: | 
Tete Tw: Ut aT 
He, therefore, said to Himself, “Il came 
away hither with My revered brother, Sri 
Balarama; the kings in alliance with Sigupala 
must have surely availed themselves of the 
opportunity to attack Dwaraka.” (8) 
ates ad eet tart Pract RATT | 
Set Fl Wea a aeh WE Sea: N S M 
Reaching there, He found His people in 
a sad plight. Entrusting Balarama with the 
work of defending the city and, observing 
Salva and his aerial car, Saubha, He said 
to His charioteer, Daruka, as follows: (9) 


Ta maa À ga eae À | 
PA A aie a ARTETA N go N 
“Take My chariot with great despatch to 
Salva, owner of the aerial car, Saubha. 
Take care that you do not get frightened; 
for he is a warrior skilled in the use of 


magic.” (10) 
SERVANTS TAM STH: | 
Rari CEU: Ad A We ASU 28 N 
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Thus instructed, Daruka mounted the 
chariot and drove it to the battle-field. As 
soon as Sri Krsna entered the field of 
battle, warriors on both sides recognized 
Him from the emblem of Garuda borne on 
His banner. (11) 
MCAS POAT AT SAMATALAT: | 
Ward PITA Whe inai YÀN zu 
adda AMA Helena awl 
Teer fast: ÅR: ATTA: WMA LB N 
aa tenuis ame: As aS YA | 
aeara: G Wa ga TART: ext 

Pariksit! Salva’s army had mostly been 
extirpated. Observing Sri Krsna on the battle- 
field, Salva discharged a terrible lance aimed 
at His charioteer. With a terrible noise it 
rushed through the air with great speed like 
a meteor illumining the quarters. Lord Sri 
Krsna tore that lance into a hundred pieces 
with his arrows, hit Salva with sixteen shafts 
and pierced the aerial car Saubha, that was 
rushing in the sky, with volleys of arrows, 
even as the sun fills the space with his 
rays. (12—14) 


Vea: VT A: Met ATG MEAT: | 
fate SOA MIS ATA S TAL I BG UI 


In the meantime Salva hit Sri Krsna in 
the left arm with an arrow. The Sarnga bow 
which was being held by that arm fell from 
Sri Krsna’s hand. It was a wonderful feat on 
the part of Salva. (15) 


Bele AMA YA AA TATA 
fara Agaa warez 26 N 


A loud outcry of wonder and fear rose 
from beings that watched the conflict from 
the sky or from the ground. Salva now 
gave a loud roar and said to Sri Krsna: 

(16) 
Graal We A: VSqUiqurar ara 
Wad: FAUT AAT ATA: FET Ut V9 tt 


“O deluded fool, you carried away before 


our very eyes the fiance of our friend and 
brother, Sigupala, and killed him in an 
assembly, when he was off his guard. (17) 


ao owe aratrma 
mea | ate aA: N g 


“| know you regard yourself as invincible. 
But if you stand before me in this fight 
today, | shall, with my sharp arrows, send 
you to the region from where people do not 
return.” (18) 


MATA TAA 
Ge E Hea Hes A AAT STC | 
dled agafa Gt ORT A ag: 1 2e UI 
Lord Sri Krsna replied: “O fool, in vain 
do you brag. You do not perceive Death 
standing before you. True heroes do not 


waste their words, but exhibit their prowess 
in battle.” (19) 


SRT Wasa ea MEAT ATTA | 
AAS Wal GSI: TMH AAT Il Ro N 
Saying this, Lord Sri Krsna in great 
rage struck Salva with tremendous force on 
the collar-bone with His mace. It made 
Salva shake from head to foot and vomit 
blood. (20) 
Tera aaa erected | 
aA Ged ster Gee: Parga! 
saa Ulead sata Aral WE Tat SATU 2 Il 


When the mace returned to the Lord, 
Salva for his part suddenly disappeared. 
Then after an hour a certain person came 
in, bowed with his head bent low to Sri 
Krsna and bursting into tears, said: “I have 
brought a message from Devaki. (21) 


PUT HOT aÀ frat a agaaa | 
SLAC: MISSA Sar aM UT: N 2? I 


“She says, ‘O Krsna of mighty arms, 
most devoted to parents, Your father has 
been captured and carried away by Salva, 
just as a butcher drags an animal to be 
slaughtered’.” (22) 


Dis. 77] 


foa fate po ma wep fa aa: | 
Rare Font Fale SU Ursa Aa it 2B N 
Hearing this unpleasant news, Lord Sri 
Krsna exhibited the play of human emotions. 
Troubled at heart and full of compassion 
and filial affection like an ordinary human 
being, He said: (23) 
wea Tard frase TR: | 
mA ia: fren À etary ARE: n 32% 1 
“How is it that My Brother, who cannot 
be subdued or daunted even by gods or 
Asuras, has been overcome by Salva, who 
though a pygmy before Him has succeeded 
in carrying away our father? Indeed, 
Providence is all-powerful.” (24) 


Bia Gare fers Glens wga: | 
mataia put Vegas R: NRY 


While Sri Krsna was saying this, Salva 
made his appearance before Him holding 
Vasudeva, as it were, and said to Him as 
follows: (25) 


w a what at sees ta 
Peres Hare HOTTA OMe TAT UI AE N 


“O fool, here is your father who has 
brought you into being and for whom you 
live. | shall slay him before your eyes. Save 
him, if you can.” (26) 


Ua Pind arent agag: | 

See He sara Teel Gas STATS U9 Ut 
_ _Uttering this threat, that master of magic, 
Salva cut off the head of that seeming 
Vasudeva and, taking it with him, withdrew 
into his aerial car, Saubha, which stood 
near him in the air. (27) 


ait yi upg: 
TA A AANA: | 
mai a yeaa HARTAN Re N 
Pariksit! Lord Sri Krsna is the 
embodiment of perfect wisdom by nature 
and has limitless power. Due to affection for 
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his father, He remained plunged in sorrow, 
like an ordinary human being, for a moment. 
But presently He understood that it was 
nothing but an illusion created by Salva, 
who was taught this art by the Asura named 
Maya. (28) 


erence PEET: 1 23 N 

As He fully recovered from the spell of 
Maya, Sri Krsna found that both the 
messenger and the body of His father had 
vanished from the battle-field like visions 
seen in a dream. Observing Salva at this 
moment in his flying aerial car, the Lord 
resolved to kill him. (29) 


We afer Usd HTT: Ch TAA: | 

Od Taare foes T AT STA Il 30 N 
Pariksit, this is the version of a few 

Rsis, who do not care so much for 

consistency. Surely they forget that such 

statements with reference to Lord Sri Krsna 


contradict their own statements made on 
other occasions. (30) 


Ba MHA Hel ST Was at ASANA: | 
CEREC ILESI NIERLE piss SA: 1 Be Ui 
Grief, infatuation, attachment and fear— 
these find place only in the ignorant. They 
cannot be attributed to Lord Sri Krsna, the 


Perfect Being, the embodiment of perfect 
knowledge, wisdom and glory. 


aerenalisrarats safer 
feared 
AUA areia 
FÀ g Ae: MAA UTA: 13201 
The greatest of Sages worship the 
lotus-like feet of Lord Sri Krsna and thereby 
attain the knowledge of the Self, which roots 
out ignorance existing from time without 
beginning in the form of identification of the 


(31) 
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Self with the body and gain infinite spiritual 
glory. How can the Lord, who is the sole 
refuge of such sages, be subject to delusion? 


(32) 
a emt: we 
ma vit: Raan: | 
Raana ad aq: afër 
ati a miem sit F33 


Now, Salva vigorously attacked Sri 


Krsna with a volley of destructive weapons; 
but Sri Krsna, possessed of unfailing 
prowess, pierced Salva with a shower of 
arrows and broke into pieces his armour, 
bow and the jewel on his head. With the 
mace, the Lord smashed Śālva’s aerial Car, 
Saubha. (33) 


Fa Mea OHTA S FAT I 3% N 
Struck by the powerful blow of Sri 
Krsna’s mace, the car broke into a thousand 
pieces and fell into the ocean. Leaving the 
car, Salva dropped down on land and taking 
up his mace rushed headlong at Sti Krsna. 


(34) 


Thus ends the Seventy-seventh 
latter half of Book Ten 


discourse entitled 


When the Lord saw him advancing 
towards Him, He cut off with a spear the 
arm with which he held the mace. Then, 
with a view to killing Salva, the Lord took up 
His wonderful discus, dazzling like the sun 
at the time of universal destruction. Holding 
the discus in His hand, Sri Krsna vied in 
splendour with the Eastern Hill bearing the 
sun on its peak. (35) 
wer wa fer: agus 

frieh yen aft: 
An gA am peù 
aya Celt a TOTAN 36 N 

With that discus Sri Krsna lopped off 
the head, adorned with a crown and ear- 
rings, of that repository of Maya, Salva, 
even as in the days of yore, Indra with his 
thunderbolt cut off the head of Vrtrasura. 


The fall of Salva in battle raised an outcry 
of distress among his men. (36) 


aR Fafa ort dst a wea ea 
Ages wary fetes Baretta: | 
aeiaai gay Stace SAAT | Be N 
Pariksit, the gods sounded their drums 
in heaven when the wicked Salva was 
struck down, and his aerial car smashed to 
pieces. Now came the turn of Dantavaktra, 
another friend of Sisupala, who marched in 
great rage against Sti Krsna to avenge the 
death of his friends, Sigupala and Salva. 
(37) 


“The Deliverance of Salva,” in the 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
mahamsa-Sambhita. 


eoa 


STATS AU aT S ATA: 
Discourse LXXVIII 


Deliverance of Dantavaktra and Viduratha; Suta killed by 
Sri Balarama during His Pilgrimage 


RIJE IAA 

Reue Bea Augen gif: | 
wA a Edy TAEAE 8 N 
Wah: R: HA ÀT: YRT 
USHA TENT ARTETA RTT N 2 1 

Sri Suka began again: Dantavaktra 
was a great friend of SiSupala, Salva and 
Paundraka, who had met their death at the 
hands of Lord Sri Krsna. In order to avenge 
their death the fool appeared all alone to 
fight Sri Krsna. Full of rage, he neither took 
an army nor a chariot with him and came 
armed with nothing but a mace. But he was 
So powerful that the earth shook under his 
feet when he proceeded on foot to meet Sri 
Krsna in battle. (1-2) 
a AMSS Telatelat HER: | 
HARTA TA HOT: Tres ets WTA It 3 N 

Seeing him advance in that manner, 
Lord Sri Krsna promptly took up His own 
mace and, leaping down from His chariot, 


intercepted Dantavaktra even as the shore 
checks the advancing sea. (3) 


TTT HAG Whe We CHa: | 
Ren fen yarma Wa gft Wa: 1s N 


Raising his mace, Dantavaktra, the 
arrogant king of Karūşa, said to Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna, “I am glad, | am, indeed, lucky, 
O Krsna, that you have appeared before 
my eyes today. (4) 
ame a: gro aeni Raia | 
Sarai Wea we A ARAA N h N 

“Even though you are my cousin, you 
have killed my friends and seek my life, too. 
Therefore, O fool, | shall make short work 


y ae 


of you with this mace which is as hard as 
the thunderbolt. (5) 


Tato fiat fiae: I 

aana war enf teat gerne 
“Though a relation of mine, you are my 

enemy like a disease in one’s body. Devoted 


as | am to my friends, | can discharge my debts 
to them only by putting an end to you.” (6) 


Wa Ba ae: wi rata fea 
Teaser fete eme FN II 


Pariksit, thus pricking Lord Sri Krsna 
with unkind words even as a tamer pricks 
an elephant with his goad, Dantavaktra struck 
Sri Krsna on the head with his mace and 
roared like a lion. (7) 


maesa A Wea Tage: | 
POTS AS eat HAT ATT CI 
Tati ze Sik qe 
Wart eva RANT Vat AIT AY; en 


But Sri Krsna, the ornament of Yadu’s 
race, remained quite unshaken by the shock, 
and with His own heavy mace known by the 
name of Kaumodaki struck in His turn a 
severe blow on Dantavaktra’s chest, which 
split the latter’s heart. Vomiting blood through 
the mouth, Dantavaktra fell down dead on 
the ground with dishevelled hair and 
outstretched arms and legs. (8-9) 


Aa: Fea Safa: p ATRA. 
UVa Vaya TaN Bal FT go 


Pariksit, just as it happened when 
Sisupala fell, a very subtle ray of light 
emanated from the body of Dantavaktra 
and entered that of Sri Krsna in an 
astonishing way before the eyes of all. (10) 
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Reeg maa gR TTA: | 
amras Anhar gaa A RTT Ul gR N 


Dantavaktra had a brother, Vidūratha 
by name. Overwhelmed with grief at the 
death of his brother, he appeared, panting 
with rage on the spot with a sword and 
shield in his hands, intent on killing Śrī 


fort n Aa faii UPTET g? I 


Pariksit, as he rushed at Him, Sri Krsna 
with His sharp-edged discus lopped of 
Viduratha’s head, armed with a crown and 
ear-rings. (12) 
Ua dhi a Med Sl Staal MIA 
za gaes: TAA: N 83 II 

o Raramen: | 


aff: : 
areata: fagi: Praa: N gY N 
mimaa: pga: | 

qaya qnaa p GTI ge N 


Thus putting an end to Salva, alongwith 
his famous aerial car Saubha, as well as 
Dantavaktra and his younger brother 
Viduratha, who could not be easily 
encountered by others, Lord Sri Krsna 
returned in triumph to Dwaraka. Men and 
gods extolled Him at the time for His 
extraordinary feat of arms. Greatest of 
sages, Siddhas, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, 
great serpents like Vasuki, Apsaras, the 
manes, Yaksas, Kinnaras and Caranas all 
showered flowers on Him and sang of His 
victory. The city was decorated to 
commemorate His triumph over His enemies 
and principal Yadava warriors followed 
Him in procession as He entered the city. 

; (13—15) 
Ti AR: PON ANTAY: | 
gad uge Aa aA a: g 

Pariksit, the Master of Yoga and 


almighty Ruler of the universe, Sri Krsna, 
thus enacts various sports in the world. To 


the ignorant He appeared now and then as 
the vanquished. But as a matter of fact, He 
always wins. (16) 


OTM FRI WH: RUT He UTS: | 
RRA ARA: Waal feet tl 29 N 
Sri Balarama presently heard of the 
preparations of the Kurus for war with the 
Pandavas. He desired to remain neutral 
and, therefore, left Dwaraka on the pretext 
of going out for a dip in sacred waters. (17) 


mira ware ware Sararaqarrart| 
aad ulead sal eTA: tl R N 
gh amagi T 
fai aert a ah A AL 88 N 
He first went to Prabhasa, took a plunge 
in the sea there and propitiated the gods, 
Rsis and manes by offering them water and 
human beings by feeding them. Thus, 
accompanied by some Brahmanas, He 
proceeded along the bank of the Saraswati 
in an upward journey, in the course of 
which He visited Prthidaka, Bindusara, 
Tritakupa, Sudarsana, Visala, Brahmatirtha, 
Cakratirtha and the spot where the Saraswat! 
turns towards the east. (18-19) 


am aaa TST A ARA 
am Afint aa RA: TAATAA II Ro Il 
Thereafter, passing through the important 
places on the Jamuna and the Ganga, He 
came to Naimisaranya, where the sages 
were holding a religious concourse. They 
had taken a vow of prolonged Satsanga. 


(20) 
amia Aà Aia: | 
anra aari orea AA 2? 


When they saw Sri Balarama in their 
midst, the sages rose from their seats, 
welcomed Him, bowed to Him or blessed 
Him, according as it became their position, 
and worshipped Him. (21) 
Asfa: aan: paraa: | 
emi mgl: fraga l 22! 


if 


E, 
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Honoured thus, when He had taken His 
seat alongwith His followers, Sri Balarama 
observed Romaharsana, the disciple of the 
great sage Vyasa, seated on the elevated 
seat meant for one who holds a discourse. 


(22) 

SIT | ATPASE | 
SEAT a fei ATTA: 1123-1 
Though a Sita by caste, he occupied a 
seat higher than the Brahmanas and neither 
rose from his seat, nor bowed to Him with 
joined palms. Getting angry at the sight, 
Sri Balarama said to the Brahmanas there. 


(23) 
FERA Faure utes: | 


aiid aera gR: ee 


“How has this Sita, born as he is of an 
illegal union, viz., of a Ksatriya father and a 
Brahmana mother, taken into his head to 
occupy a seat higher than the Brahmanas 
and custodians of law like ourselves. The 


fool, therefore, deserves to be done to 
death. (24) 


mite yar Presea aE a 
Aeon mient ast: N 24 i 


“Being a disciple of the great sage Vyasa, 
under whom he has studied all the books 
on law, including the Itinasas and Puranas, 
he cannot plead ignorance either. (25) 


aerate gar usan: | 
Tya vata M AeA: N 3S N 


“Uncultured and arrogant, he falsely 
pretends to be a learned man. Since he has 
not been able to discipline his self, the 
instruction he has received is just like the 
part played by an actor on the stage. It can 
do no good to him nor to anybody else. (26) 


Weal fe cites saaa war aa: | 
Beart eesti fe aA RIET: it 29 1 


“Those who make a show of 
righteousness, though not actually righteous, 
are more sinful than the unrighteous and 
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deserve death at My hands. It is precisely 


for killing such people that | have descended 
on earth.” (27) 


vagara war Fradtsagerate | 
UPA At MTT HATA WA; Ul Re 1 
Being on a pilgrimage, Sri Balarama 
had desisted even from the work of slaying 
the unrighteous in battle. Yet, with these 
words He struck the Suta with the end of a 
Kusa grass, which He held in His hand, 
which caused the instantaneous death of 
the Suta. This was how it was destined to 
be; nobody could avert it. (28) 


weld afer: wa aT: RARA: | 

Be; agii camera qa: wit 211 
All the sages cried out in distress when 

they saw the Sūta fall before them. 

Addressing Sri Balarama, who was another 

manifestation of the Supreme Deity, they 


said, “O Lord, You have committed an 
unrighteous act. (29) 


wa sae cameras 
AAAI Mag AALS GATE I 30 UI 
“It was we who offered him the elevated 
seat of a Brahmana and vouchsafed him an 
unwearied existence for the time this 
assembly remained in session. (30) 


waa «seat ger 
Grae vera ATTA Ste Rr: N 3g 


“Thus You have unknowingly perpetrated 
an act which is equivalent to kiling a 
Brahmana. We know You are a master of 


Yoga and transcend the authority of the 
Vedas. (31) 


ad AMSA: Wed ARTEA | 
aR ain aAA: 13211 


“But You have descended on earth in 
order to purify the world. Should You of 
Your own accord make some expiation for 
the sin of kiling a Brāhmaņa, You will 
thereby set a noble example before the 
world.” (32) 
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STA TAA 
aha aads cleruenraat 
Faa: pas aed ara BF fash 33 1 


Lord Balarama said: “I shall certainly 
make atonement for this sin in order to 
teach a worthy lesson to the world. Please 
lay down the most expedient form of expiation 
for Me. (33) 


adage aaa a 
arena Gare Ge ATs APTA AAT Ul BX N 


“Through Yogamaya | can also vouchsafe 
to him a renewed span of long life, energy 
and soundness of body and the senses and 
whatever else you desire. Tell me, what 
can | do for him?” (34) 


HIT FF: 

aam aa ates Gera E 
am wae aa: Aes ae TH ARATTA 34 I 

The Sages said: “Lord Balarama ! kindly 
devise some means by which the infallibility 
of Your weapon and Your prowess, and the 
inevitability of his death may not be 
compromised and the boon granted by us 
may also be vindicated.” (35) 


MITA TAT 
wen À YA saat sft Aare 
PANE UA AH STAR AAATAAT 3S Ul 


Lord Balarama said: “Worshipful sages, 
the Vedas declare that one’s own self is 
reborn as the son. Therefore, in place of 
Romaharsana, his son will expound the 
Puranas to you. | shall endow him with long 
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life, energy and soundness of the body and 
the senses. (36) 
fee a: Great APA TAS HATTA | 
srarraaufata aa À faradi Fe: N 319 N 
“If you desire anything else, pray ! tell 
me, | shall forthwith grant it. And please 
think over and tell me what will be the most 
appropriate expiation for the sin | have 
unknowingly committed. For you know the 
subject full well.” (37) 


RIT HW: 
SCAT Yat AAT Aca ATT TAA: | 
a quafa a: ater wafer uA i gc N 


The Sages said: “Lord Balarama! there 
is a terrible demon, Balwala by name, son 
of Ilwala, who comes here on every full- 
moon and new moon day, and outrages the 


sanctity of our gathering. (38) 
a urd wie cid TA: BASU UA 
qaia agaia, 1 38 Ul 


“He throws on us piths, blood, faeces, 
urine, wine and flesh. O Lord of the Yadus, 
be pleased to put an end to that monster. 
You will have thereby rendered the most 
valuable service to us. (39) 
aaa und af atic gefa: | 
aRar Braet aaie ferret wo N 

“Then, for twelve months, please 
traverse the whole length and breadth of 
Bharatavarsa with a serene mind and take 
a plunge in its holy waters. That will bring 
you purification from this sin.” (40) 


THAT TAATIRAA AATS TA ATS PAPA: I 9S It 


Thus ends the seventy-eighth discourse entitled “A Prelude to the Destruction 
of Balwala,” forming part of the narrative of Baladeva in the latter half 
of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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AARNA TA: 
Discourse LXXIX 
An account of Balarāma’s Pilgrimage 


RIF FAT 

m: dga Wave: vigadur: | 
MAT ANS TS rT AAT: N N 
waisted af aca aa 
AAA AAMT A AM SACIAT MATH It 2 

Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, on the 
next full-moon day a violent storm broke 
over the place, covering all with dust and 
bringing the foul odour of pus from all sides. 
Next, there was a shower of urine and 
faeces on the sacrificial ground, caused by 


Balwala, who himself afterwards appeared 
with a trident in his hand. 


et a gaq a TiTe: 1 ¥ N 


Possessed of a dark gigantic body, he 
looked like a heap of soot. His hair, 
moustaches and beard had the colour of 
red-hot copper and his face with protruding 
teeth and contracted eyebrows looked most 
terrible. Seeing the demon, Balarāma thought 
of His celebrated pestle, which shatters the 
columns of the enemy’s army, and His well- 
known plough, which subdues the demons; 
and both these weapons instantaneously 
presented themselves before Him. (3-4) 


TIPS BIT acadet WHER! 

Ware Heal WEA Tage AeA UG | 
With the end of His plough Balarama 

drew down Balwala coursing in the air, and 


full of rage struck that sworn enemy of the 
Brahmanas on the head with His pestle. (5) 


Asua yfa iNet gh AAT | 
Yami Set Bat EASE: G UI 


With his forehead split open the demon, 
bleeding profusely, fell on the ground, 
uttering a helpless cry, and looked like a 
mountain peak struck down with lightning 
and ejecting red streams of molten character. 


(6) 
iga WaT wa faan: 
ee ae 


The blessed sages of Naimisaranya 
applauded Balarama for this action, 
pronounced their unfailing beredictions on 
Him and sprinkled holy waters over His 
head even as the gods sprinkled water over 
their ruler Indra on his having killed the 
demon Vrtra. (7) 
cared agai siteramarss | 
Was area feet ferrari 2 

Then they presented Balarama with a 
pair of excellent pieces of cloth and 
ornaments and a beautiful Vaijayanti garland 
of never-fading lotuses. (8) 


aa AeA: aA aac: | 
Pica TTS. Ut: ATTA SU 
Now, with the permission of the sages 
of Naimisaranya, Balarama together with 
His Brahmana companions went to the 
Kausiki river, and after bathing in that river 


went to the lake from which the Sarayū 
emanates. (9) 


mA mi A R: | 
PUT ATS SATA SPT ATTA N BOW 


Following the downward course of the 
Saray, He thence came to Prayaga. After 
taking His bath there and propitiating the 
gods, Rsis and manes by offering water to 
them, He went to the hermitage of the sage 
Pulaha. (10) 
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Tet OST Saree Farag PTT STA: | 
mi Tat fag Preat MERER N gg N 
s RAA WH Tahal E | 
aaa Ai m Ane aa: gN 
are gear Ta TH: SiE RTN 
zay magi gea Ags wy: 1 23 
Then he bathed in the Gomati, Gandaki, 
Vipāśā and Sona rivers and, visiting Gaya, 
worshipped the manes, according to the 
instructions of His father, Sri Vasudeva. 
From Gaya He went to the mouth of the 
Ganga where He took a bath and performed 
other religious rites. Then He went to the 
Mahendra Hill, where He saw and paid His 
respects to the sage Parasurama. Having 
bathed in the seven branches of the Godavari 
and in the Vena and Bhimarathi rivers as 
well as in the Pampa lake, He paid a visit 
to the shrine of Lord Kartikeya and thence 
proceeded to Srigaila, the abode of Lord 
Siva, known by the name of Mallikarjuna. 
From Srigaila He went to see the most holy 
mountain-peak of Venkata in the Dravida 
territory. (11—13) 


HUTT Oat p TAT A ARTA 
sigre maqui aa abated aft u ex i 


Then passing through Siva-Kafici and 
Visnu-Kafici and after taking a bath in the 
holy Kaveri, He reached the most sacred 
site of Sriranga, where Bhagavan Visnu 
eternally dwells. (14) 
mas R: AA afai AT aA 
agi ATAATA RANITA N g4 N 

From there He went to visit the Rsabha 
Hill, sacred to Lord Visnu, and the southern 
Mathura and thence proceeded to the dam 
across the sea at Rameswara, visitors to 
which are purged even of their greatest 
sins. (15) 


agaa Aaa FTAA: | 
PAM AMA Acres A HAAN BE N 


There Balarama gifted ten thousand cows 
to the Brahmanas. Then after taking a bath 
in the Krtamala and Tamraparni rivers, He 
went to the Malaya mountain. It is one of 
the seven principal ranges of mountains of 
Bharatavarsa. (16) 
TATE CAT Apa E | 
ae me ns | 
qii aa pares out ea gag A: N gon 

Greeting and bowing to the sage Agastya 
residing there, and receiving his blessings 
and permission, He went to the southern 
sea and visited the shrine of Goddess Durga 
at Kanyakumari, known by the name of 
Kanya. (17) 
dd: MEANE Woe ay ray | 
fa: aia aa Sag MATA 2 Ut 

Next He went to the Phalguna Tirtha, 
Anantagayana, and the great lake of 
Paficapsarasa, another abode of Lord Visnu. 
There, after bathing in its holy waters, He 


gave away ten thousand cows in charity. 
(18) 


qasa WTA Sheet FTA | 
ante Brass aif art ysis: N ge N 
Then Lord Balarama visited the 
principalities of Kerala and Trigarta, and 
from there He went to Gokarna, sacred to 
Siva, where Bhagavan Sankara is eternally 
present. (19) 
amaf gurerit gear pART Ae: | 
mi werent Pferearqaeg TERT 20 I 
Thence He visited the shrine of Goddess 
Parvati, known by the name of Arya, located 
in an island, after which He went to 
Surparaka. Then after bathing in the Tāpïi, 
Payosni and Nirvindhya rivers, He entered 
the Dandaka forest. (20) 


uasa Yarn at wifes gÂ | 
agiia mei 3RN 


From there He went to the bank of the 
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Narbada, where stands the city of Mahismati, 
and after bathing in the Manutirtha returned 
to Prabhasa. (21) 


et fet: Hea pensai | 
wae at AA i a RR 
There He heard from the mouth of 
Brahmanas that in the historic fight between 
the Kurus and the Pandavas, almost all the 
Ksatriyas had lost their lives. He felt that 
the burden of the earth had been greatly 
relieved by that terrible war. (22) 


a Augen gerne | 
mR feat ST Bes: N R3 


On the day Bhima and Duryodhana were 
engaged in a single combat with their maces 
on the battle-field, Sri Balarama reached 
Kuruksetra to prevent their fight. (23) 


qaii gear at poma | 
aRar fee fager: N 3% i 


Yudhişthira, for his par, Nakula, 
Sahadeva, Lord Sri Krsna and Arjuna, all 
bowed to Him as soon as they saw Him 
and stood silent anxious to know the mission 
which had brought Him there. (24) 


mararo Sut Tea Ate farfara | 
avec afaa arated Ry N 


Bhima and Duryodhana, burning with 
rage, were then performing, mace in hand, 
their wonderful manoeuvres with a view to 
overthrowing one another. Seeing them thus 
engaged, Balarāma said: (25) 
Fat gaai at F A È qA 
Th monè HÀ Setch ARREN VEU 

“King Duryodhana and Bhimasena, 
both of you are renowned warriors equally 
matched in strength. If Bhīmasena is superior 


in strength, Duryodhana is more skilful in 
wielding the mace. (26) 


wman ga: a: | 
A Mead ASA aT aaae TOT: tt 39 N 


“To my mind, neither of you is likely to 


win or be vanquished, since you possess 
equal energy. Therefore, let this useless 
fight cease.” (27) 


A agreed eiA gA 
aene Goeth gA Wi R N 


Though this advice of Sri Balarama was 
salutary to both, the enmity which they bore 
to each other was so deep-seated that they 
could not accept the same. They could not 
forget the offensive words and malevolent 
acts of each other. (28) 
fee apa wa grad! a 
sR: Aaa: agama: 22 N 

Balarāma thought they were being driven 
to their fate by destiny; therefore, without 
making further attempt at a compromise, 
He returned to Dwārakā. There He was 
welcomed by Ugrasena and other relations 
who were all delighted at His arrival. (29) 


a Was mags, Wer! 
wag wd: nAaR RTEA 30 N 


Thence Sri Balarama went to the Naimisa 
forest for the second time. There the sages, 
acting as priests gladly assisted Sri Balarama, 
who had kept Himself aloof from hostility 
and war, in performing all the sacrifices. 
Pariksit, really speaking all sacrifices are 
but part and parcel of Sri Balarama and yet 
He performed them in order to set an example 
before the world. (30) 


wat faafaa wary sree fay: | 
Marara faya faya fag: 32 1 


The almighty Balarāma imparted pure 
wisdom to the sages, by virtue of which 
they realized the whole universe in 
themselves, and the Self as permeating the 
whole universe. (31) 


PATA AAT A MRT: | 
WARNS: Fa: YSIS TA: 1 3? N 
Then, performing the concluding 


ablutions with His consort, Revati, and 
adorned with fine clothes and beautiful 
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ornaments, He looked amidst friends and 
relations just like the moon accompanied by 
moonlight in the midst of stars. (32) 


Setanta Tee: | 
amaer TATA Set FEU BBN 
Pariksit, almighty Bhagavan Sri Balarama 
is the infinite Lord Himself, His nature is 
incomprehensible. He had assumed a human 


semblance simply out of sport. His exploits 
are indeed innumerable. (33) 
ASTANA WRT KATAR: | 
are meae Faron: ahaa STU Bx N 
He who contemplates on the wonderful 
deeds of the infinite, all-pervading Balarama, 
both morning and evening, becomes the 
most beloved of God. (34) 


ga farra Ferg wae RTT GITEA SAT 
aad Anne TATA AT ATS ETT: N (99 I 
Thus ends the seventy-ninth discourse entitled “An account of the pilgrimage 
of Baladeva” in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STAMINATATS AT: 
Discourse LXXX 
Sri Krsna’s Reception of Sudama 


WHAT 
WTS AT STA Aaa WETS: | 
Aaaa sigir weit eu 


King Pariksit submitted: O revered 
sage, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the same as 
the Supreme Spirit. His powers are infinite. 
Therefore, His deeds and actions, which 
manifest His love and glory, are also infinite. 
We wish to hear now of the other glorious 
Sports of the Lord. (1) 


A rare we ARETE: | 
facia fastest ao: amO: 112 1 


O sage, all beings on earth i 

after the Mirage of worldly k 
sorely afflicted at heart. The manifold desires 
pierce them every now and then like 

Shaft. Under the circumstance what m : 
taste is there on earth, who having heed a 
the excellent Sports of the most donou 


Lord even repeated 
y, Would i i 
to them further? ü a 


ma FAT TET TO TA 
att a ache wave 
a mwi Rg 
yA aqa: W Hui: 1 3N 
That speech alone is worth the name 
through which one sings His praises; those 
hands alone which do service to Him deserve 
to be called, hands; that mind alone is 
rightly so-called which constantly remembers 
the Lord dwelling in all mobile and immobile 
creatures; and those ears alone deserve 


the title which hear the sacred stories-of His 
sports. (3) 


Ra Teratergara- 
Wea aq usafa af aa! 
sgh Raoa asi 
udh at sata freq xl 


That head alone deserves to be styled 
as such which bows to all mobile and immobile 
Creatures, regarding them as the very images 
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of God; that eye alone is the real eye, which 
sees God in everything; and those limbs alone 
are properly so-called, which are daily 
sprinkled with the waters that wash the feet 
of the Lord and of His devotees. (4) 


ga sad 
aapi aA WTA TA ÀT: | 
maA maA PAsi y N 
Sri Sita resumed: O sages, when king 
Pariksit made this submission to Sti Suka, 
the latter's heart got completely merged in 


the thought of Lord Sri Krsna. Then 
addressing the king, he said: (5) 


aye sara 
POAT AT SAA TTT afa: | 
fara gaada werent Praha: N S 1 


Sti Suka replied: Pariksit, there was a 
certain Brahmana, who was a great friend 
of Lord Sri Krsna. He possessed true 
knowledge of Brahma and was free from 
attachment to the objects of the senses. 
His mind was composed and he had full 
control over his senses. (6) 


aed ada erst 
TA MTT PACT TATA ST TATA U9 N 


Although a householder, he used to 
remain contented with whatever he got 
without effort. He was always ill-clad and 
his wife too had no sufficient clothing to 
cover her body with. Due to extreme poverty 
they seldom had a full meal and the wife, 
Specially, became very feeble on account 
of starvation. (7) 


uam Uf we ma aA Al 
aha dearer ar ARTEA a 2 
One day the poor and afflicted wife of 
the Brahmana, who was extremely devoted 
to her husband, approached her husband 
with a withering face and a trembling body, 
and said to him: (8) 
WA eM Wad: Gar Grae: Ula: | 
aaya PRU WTA MATTH: N Fl 


“Adorable my Lord! Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
the spouse of the Goddess of Wealth, Himself 
is your friend. He is like a wish-yielding tree 
to His devotees, the refuge of all and a great 
devotee of the Brahmanas. (9) 


aque TTA UA A TATTA 
areata afai aft aà à pea go N 
“O blessed one, be pleased to approach 
Him, who is the resort of the righteous. 
When He comes to know that you are a 
householder and that you are suffering from 
want, He will bestow abundant wealth on 
you. (10) 
ARASH GRA AT ER: | 
ert: Wenncemareamata wets 


fea aAA aT ATIMTSTTSTB: 1 gg 

“He now resides at Dwaraka as the 
protector of the Bhojas, Vrsnis and Andhakas. 
He is so generous that He gives away His 
own Self to those who contemplate on His 
lotus-feet. It is no wonder, then, that He, 
the Supreme Teacher of the World, should 
bestow on His devotees wealth and objects 
of worldly enjoyment, which are after all not 
very desirable things.” (11) 


HARUM aa Te eM STATA 83 N 
Thus frequently and gently entreated by 
the wife, the Brahmana at last agreed to 
the proposal; for he thought that it would 
give him an opportunity of seeing Lord Sri 
Krsna, which was a supreme gain in itself. 
Developing this idea in his mind he decided 
to go, and addressing his wife said, “O 
dear, is there anything in the house fit to be 
taken as a present? If so, let me have it.” 
(12-13) 

aaferean aq HS fears yaa gay | 
AUST AM AGE HA WISTS UTA Nt 2X UI 
The wife of the Brahmana begged of her 
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neighbours and secured four handfuls of 
parched and beaten rice, which she tied up 
in a piece of rag and gave it to her lord for 
presentation to Sri Krsna. (14) 


warmed fauna: Waal giant fact! 
Puree ra Hel RA Farrar gk Ul 


With those handfuls of beaten rice, it is 
said that the foremost of Brahmanas set out 
on his journey to Dwaraka. His only thought 
on the way was how it would be possible 
for him to obtain a sight of Lord Sri Krsna. 

(15) 


ifn yearns fire: Hays a ET: | 
Paper RATAN gS I 
O Pariksit, reaching Dwārakā, the 


Brāhmana together with other Brāhmaņas 
passed through three camps of guards and 
three protective walls, one after another, and 
then reached the mansions occupied by the 
Andhaka and Vrsni chiefs, who followed the 
righteous ways of the devotees of God, very 
difficult of access to ordinary people. (16) 
Te peme atest eee: | 
fàdan site wares Tat TATU ou 
There was situated in the centre of that 
innermost ring of the city the palace of 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna containing the dwellings 
of His sixteen thousand and odd consorts. 
In one of them, which was specially 
decorated, the Brahmana entered with the 
feelings of one who found himself merged 
in the Bliss of God-realization. (17) 


a facitearegar gud fraraeigenteera: | 
AeA SNA SIAL TAMAR N Ve N 


Lord Sri Krsna was at that time seated 
on a couch with His consort Rukmini. Seeing 
the Brahmana from a distance, He suddenly 
rose from His seat and advancing towards 
him, joyously folded him in both of his arms. 

(18) 


wey: frre faritgagiatda: | 
Wat ar sera festqy AANA ERT: N g UI 


Pariksit! the lotus-eyed Lord, who is 
the very embodiment of Bliss, felt extremely 
delighted when He touched the body of His 
beloved friend, the Brahmana sage. Tears 
of joy began to drop from His eyes. (19) 


aura wis Tat HS: TACIT | 
SETS Wet AAN: 1 Ro N 
ndfs TSP Wate aa: | 
aaa foot PATO HSH: N VU 


Taking the Brahmana by the hand, Sri 
Krsna, the purifier of the world made His 
friend sit on His own couch, and bringing 
Himself all the articles necessary for 
worship, washed the Brahmana’s feet and 
sprinkled His head with the drops of that 
water. Then He smeared the Brahmana’s 
body with excellent perfumes as well as 
with the pastes of sandal, aloe-wood and 
saffron. (20-21) 
qa: gA waaa 
BAAS SA ASAT TT A enaA N RR 1 


Having joyfully worshipped His friend 
with scented fumes and rows of lights, and 
offering him betel-leaf, seasoned with 
catechu, lime, areca-nut parings and cloves 
etc., and a cow, the Lord greeted the 
Brahmana with sweet words. (22) 

Sot ued ward fai ard 
Ret Wea MAMA TN RIN 

The Brahmana was ill-clad, with an 
unclean and emaciated body, the veins of 
which were visible to the eyes. Queen 
Rukmini herself actually waited on him, 
waving the chowry over him. (23) 


SALTO Feat Haran | 
fafs afne steered aunts 3% I 
The women of the palace were 
astonished to see a naked Brahmana being 
so lovingly honoured by Lord Sri Krsna of 
spotless fame. (24) 


fer pi yaaga frau! 
Brr Sr cites shar Saree T N BS I 
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Ase AA stares AEST: | 
vigi fore feat UT HT SIS TAT N VE N 


They said to one another: “What 
meritorious act was performed by this naked, 
destitute, condemned and lowly suppliant 
that the Lord of the three worlds, Lord Sri 
Krsna, should receive him with such honour 
and respect. Leaving Sri Rukmini, a 
manifestation of Goddess Laksmi Herself, 
who was seated with Him in His bed, He 
embraced the Brahmana as if he were Lord 
Balarama Himself.” (25-26) 


RU SAH TUM: Yat Teper Tal: | 
AA Ara WS AT Wel VARA Mt 9 
Pariksit, taking each other by the hand, 
Lord Sri Krsna and the Brahmana recounted 
the sweet incidents of their boyhood, when 
they lived together in the Asrama of the 


their teacher. (27) 
MATA TAA 
aft rer EHS Maa Mela | 
MTG wa weiter ugy 7 atu ei 
Lord Sri Krsna said: “O pious 
Brahmana, on your return from the 
preceptor’s house, after making the voluntary 
Present to him, did you or did you not marry 
a wife, who is in every respect worthy of 
you? (28) 
Wat Ra a amfa azar 
JaA fag ety fated fe Anes 


“I know that, even though you are leading, 
| presume, the life of a householder, your 
heart is free from worldly desires. | am also 
aware that having realized the truth, you do 
Not entertain any love for wealth. (29) 
wierd ata attire ATATA: | 
TSA: upite Anag 3O Ul 

“In this world people who have shaken 
off worldly desires brought forth by Divine 


Māyā, and who yet perform their prescribed 
duties with a heart unswayed by desire, just 


as | do, for the sake of setting an example 
before the world, are very rare. (30) 


ae THe aA TAL SG At Aa: | 
fest aaa fag ara: URAIA I 32 N 


“Do you remember, O dear Brahmana, 
our stay in the ashrama of the preceptor? It 
is there that the twice-born acquire the 
knowledge of that which is worth knowing, 
and thus cross the darkness of ignorance in 
the form of mundane existence. (31) 
uà endo Mate feats Besa: | 
MENS PATS AMS AAI TS: UBB 

“O friend, the father from whom one 
gets the body is the first Guru in this world. 
Next comes the teacher, who invests one 
with the sacred thread and teaches him his 
obligatory duties; He is worthy of adoration 
like Myself. Lastly, comes the teacher who 
imparts the knowledge of Self to men of all 
classes and orders and helps one in the 
realization of God. He is identical with Me. 

(32) 
madaan ae aisan 
QAM TSUN ATM eT aotan n BRU 

“O dear friend, the teacher is the same 
as Myself. Among the followers of the 
Varnasrama order in this world, they alone, 
who carry out the preceptor’s teachings and 
thereby cross the ocean of mundane 
existence without much ado, know their 
true worldly and other-worldly interests. (33) 


meina areas ari 
TAi Udy THs AAM N svi 


“O friend, | am the Universal Self; | 
reside in every heart as the Witness. | am 
not so pleased with the performance of 
daily obligatory sacrifices by the householder, 
nor with investiture with the sacred thread 
and study of the scriptures, which is the 
duty of a celibate, nor with the penance of 
the ascetic, nor again with the quietism of 
the recluse, as | am with services rendered 
by a disciple to the preceptor. (34) 
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aft a: Brad TEL IH Perea TT 
Tariamai eaa aaa i 34 Ul 


“O dear Brahmana, do you remember 
the incident how, one day, when living in the 
house of our preceptor, we both were asked 
by the latter’s wife to bring fuel. (35) 


Weert menuai qed fet 
amada fsa: ARAA: 36 


“We entered a thick forest, O sage, and 
were overtaken by a mighty and violent 
storm of wind and rain, which broke 
unexpectedly out of season, and thunders 
roared relentlessly over our head. (36) 


girai MMA TAT ATTA FET: 1 
Re Het Aes a Uae RA N 3O N 
“The sun set in the meanwhile and all 
sides were enveloped in darkness. The 
land being covered with water we could not 
ascertain the high and low level of ground. 
(37) 


Timm: RaR: 3c 
“Severely and repeatedly beaten by 
violent blasts of wind and showers in that 
flood, and not knowing the directions, we 
wandered in the forest in great confusion 
holding each other by the hand. (38) 


Une fafan sfat tat ardtaP rte: | 
ATTON A: RATES |! 3 N 


“Our preceptor, sage Sandipani, when 
he learnt this, proceeded in search of us at 
Sunrise and discovered us, his disciples, in 
that bewildered state. : 


“He said, ‘My dear boys, you have been 
put to great hardship on my account. One’s 
own self is dear to all more than anything 
else. How wonderful that you have shown 


your devotion to me by disregarding even 
the self. (40) 
Ta fe aha: aed eRT 
ae à fares Patatardot WT x? N 
“ʻA good disciple should offer with a 
sincere heart his all, including his very self, 
to the Guru. That is precisely what he 


should actually do in order to repay the 
debt to the Guru. (41) 


qA at feast: WM: Wey FAM: | 
wae aeg WT AN SI 


“ʻO jewels of the twice-born, | am 
supremely pleased with you; let all your 
desires be fulfilled, and may all the knowledge 
of the Vedas, that you have acquired from 
me, remain ever fresh in your memory. May 
it never fail you whether here or hereafter.’ 

(42) 
sears aad EATA I 
Teta Gar got: were N 83 N 

“O friend, numerous incidents of this 
type occurred during our life at the 
preceptor’s house. It is by the grace of the 
preceptor alone that man attains perfection 
and supreme peace.” (43) 


MEN SAA 
Rrena a NI 
qam ATH A AAT RAAN VY N 

The Brāhmana replied: O God of gods, 
Preceptor of the World, what else remains 
to be achieved by me? | have accomplished 
everything, realized everything inasmuch as 
| enjoyed the privilege of staying in the 
preceptors house with You, You whose 
resolution is unfailing? (44) 


Teresa ae ee stand fav 

MRi TE Tey Ta SAPS STAT SY I 
O Lord, the Vedas, which are the 

repository of the four objects of life, viZ. 


Dharma (virtue), Artha (prosperity), Kama 
(worldly enjoyments) and Moksa (salvation), 
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only to imitate the ways of men, as a matter 
of sport. (45) 


sf Mera Fert wae fede ITEA SRIF 
AT TARAS MATHS APA: Il Co Il 
Thus ends the eightieth discourse forming part of the Story of Sudama, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


a1denrifadurseara: 
Discourse LXXXI 


The story of parched rice brought as a Present 
for Sri Krsna by Sudama 


MY FAI 
aya fee we Agee aft 
Rays: CIA Fara TAN S N 


TATA Treat Seat Tay We Fra 
Won Petar tery ae Tat TH: 2 


_ Sri Suka began again: Pariksit! Lord 
Sri Krsna knows the mind of all beings. He 
is devoted to Brahmanas, i.e., always takes 
Care to relieve their suffering and is the sole 
refuge of saints. Thus heartily talking with 
that honourable Brahmana, He now smilingly 
Spoke to His dear comrade in a jesting 
mood looking at him with eyes full of affection. 

(1-2) 


Worried 4 a dra RÀN 3 


The glorious Lord said: “O friend, 
what present have you brought for Me from 
your house? | consider as great even a 
Small present offered by a devotee with real 
love; but a lot of things offered without 
devotion do not bring Me pleasure. (3) 


y Se 


Ua Yet thet ae a A wer vasa 

Wee eA |= wae x tl 
“Whosoever offers to Me with love a 

leaf, a flower, a fruit or even water, | accept 


and heartily enjoy that offering of love by 
that man of purified intellect.” (4) 


seamniste fared Afsa: waa fara: 1 
yang Us A Wea STS: N & N 
Pariksit, though encouraged by the Lord 
in this way, the Brahmana, feeling shy, did 
not present the handful of beaten rice to the 
Lord of Laksmi (the goddess of wealth) 
Himself. He simply hung his head. (5) 


WAT ATT STRAT aAA SARRANT: 1 19 1 

But the Lord, who sees the mind of all 
beings, knew the cause of his visit. He said 
to Himself, “This Brahmana is a great friend 
of Mine; he never sought wealth from Me 
before. He approached Me now, at the 
entreaty of his devoted wife, whom he is 
naturally anxious to please. | shall bestow 
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on him a fortune which is difficult of attainment 
even by the immortals.” (6-7) 
sat aea aeareinagitgaar: | 
waa wert aAA YARAN N 
magii À w wal 
aig At fagata YARATA: N N 
Reflecting thus, the Lord snatched from 
under the covering of the Brahmana the 
beaten rice tied in a rag and said “Dear 
comrade, what is this? Here you have 
brought Me something which | like most. 
These grains of beaten rice will satisfy not 
only Me, but the whole world.” (8-9) 
sta af wastes feta areas | 
qaae Bet TANT WARS: N eo tt 
Saying this, Lord Sri Krsna ate one 
handful of that beaten rice and took another 
to eat, when Rukmini, who was a 
manifestation of the Goddess of Wealth 
Herself, caught hold of the Lord’s hand, for 


devoted as She was to the Lord Himself, 
She was unable to leave Him. (10) 


vana arae ud À | 

afete srar jaa i ggi 
She said “O Lord of the universe, this is 

enough. One handful of rice is sufficient to 


please You and to bring one an abundance 


of wealth of all kinds in this as well as the 
next world.” (11) 


ma | wriafiraregrarey | 
Yara that Ha AF are kapha err 1 g3 


The Brahmana spent the night in Lord 
Sri Krsna’s_ palace, partook of a hearty 
repast and felt himself as happy as if he 
were in the Lord’s own Paradise. (12) 


vated favara =} 
SETA Faeroe aA ABSA: M 23 1 


Pariksit, the next morning, taking leave 
of Lord Sti Krsna, he left for his home. The 
source of life of the entire universe, the very 
embodiment of Self-enjoyment, Lord Sri 


Krsna followed him to some distance, 
delighted him by sweet and polite words 
and bowed to him. (13) 


AMAA A HOTTY ATA AT | 
wer AeA: ex 


Even though the Brahmana did not 
receive any fortune from the Lord directly, 
he did not ask for anything himself. However, 
he felt ashamed that he had gone to the 
Lord for pecuniary gain, though he did not 
covet it in the least. He, however, felt 
supremely happy for having obtained the 
blessed sight of Lord Sri Krsna. (14) 


AA ATVAGA FET TTA AT | 
ae ahaa aai eA ferrari gy N 


He said to himself, “Oh, wonder of 
wonders, | have seen today with my own 
eyes, Lord Śrī Krsna’s love for a Brāhmana. 
He is really a devotee of the Brahmanas. 
He clasped to His bosom, which is the 
abode of the Goddess of Prosperity, a 
destitute like myself! (15) 


Fae SAR: UMA aa SHOT: SA: | 
sa STs aga RRE: 1 g I 
“What affinity is there between me, a 
vile sinner and destitue, on the one hand, 
and Sri Krsna, the abode of Laksmi, on the 


other. Only because | am born of Brahmana 
parents, He folded me in his arms. (16) 


“Not only that, like His own brother, He 


made me sit on the bed of His beloved 


Consort Rukmini, and finding me fatigued, 


Queen Rukmini fanned me with a chowry in 
Her hand. (17) 


VT a eiaeia: | 
qt taa Ruda aaa gN 
The God of gods, who treats the 
Brahmana as His deity, shampooed my feet 
and rendered every other form of personal 
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service to me and treated me with the 
respect due to a god! (18) 


mini: Cat carat aft warez | 
Pataraty ai Wet THOTT ge 1 


“Heavenly bliss, salvation, riches of this 
world or of the nether world, and all 
supernatural powers follow from the worship 
of His feet. (19) 
HAS OF WIT EA at BT | 
gfe careforent TH ert ASR aT 20 N 

“And yet He did not give me even a little 
wealth. Because He thought, poor as | was, 
wealth would completely turn my head and 
make me forget Him. Oh, how merciful is the 
Lord to me. He has really done me an act of 
grace by withholding wealth from me.” (20) 
gfe afer: ured raar 
mahea: aAA sre 1 

Musing inwardly thus, the Brāhmaņa 
arrived near his house. There he found the 
area surrounded on all sides by seven- 


storeyed buildings, resplendent as the sun, 
fire and the moon. (21) 


faie: pap NRA: | 
pep mgA: 11-22 N 


It was interpersed with beautiful gardens 
and parks, which resounded with the warbling 
of birds of all descriptions, with ponds and 
pools in which various types of lilies and 
lotuses were in full blossom. (22) 


We agp: gia: eira Rona: | 
Pafii me at wort cot af Nl 23 N 
Well-adorned men and pretty women 
were moving here and there. The Brahmana 
Stood puzzled at the sight. He said to himself, 
‘What is this | am seeing in front of me? 
Whose place is this? Is it the same place 
where | lived? If so, what magic has 
transformed it into so many palaces?’ (23) 


Ua area doar aratsarwer: | 
waa ANT aaa YAS VI 
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As he was engrossed in these thoughts, 
men and women, possessing the splendour 
of gods advanced to receive the blessed 
Brahmana singing and playing upon various 
musical instruments. (24) 


Aamann = cease | 
Frama marui eio sitrarerarg 2 


Hearing of the return of her lord, the 
wife of the Brāhmaņa was extremely 
delighted at heart, and in joyous impatience, 
hurriedly came out of the palace. She looked 
like the veritable Goddess Laksmi coming 
out of her abode. (25) 


uram Ut FLAT WAH VST ACTS | 
FRAT ATE UT ETS Il 2G N 
At the sight of her husband her eyes 
became wet with tears of love and 
excitement. Closing her eyes out of shyness, 
she respectfully bowed to him and mentally 
embraced him. (26) 
uei cites fraps cat ntra | 
arin Prenat aed aril a fafa: N 0 1 
The Brahmana was astonished to see 
his wife brilliant like a celestial lady and 


Shining in the midst of maid-servants adorned 
with necklaces of gold. (27) 


Via: tare wet ew: erst roaa | 
atresia maa AMN N 


Followed by her he now joyfully entered 
his own house, which contained hundreds 
of columns of gems and looked like the 
abode of the celestial king, Indra. (28) 


UA: Aa: SRA A CRTR: | 
uig FAUST UMA AI 22 1 


It was furnished with bedsteads made 
of ivory and plated with gold, the beds on 
which were spread sheets as white and soft 
as the foam of milk. Chowries with gold 
handles were hanging here and there. (29) 


ares a en yeaah a 
qanama fear gata a 30 I 
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There were seats of gold provided with 
soft cushions and strings of pearls hung 
from brilliant canopies. (30) 


aama AHA, a 
Tata MIATA ACAI TAT: U1 38 Ul 
The walls made of clear crystal were 
inlaid with emeralds, and excellent images 
of women made of precious stones held 
dazzling jewels in their hands to light up the 
rooms. (31) 


facies areata ngA: udaa | 
dharma Feta: ag AAN 32 N 


Seeing there such abundance of riches 
of all kinds come to him without any 
ostensible cause, the Brahmana reflected 
on this windfall with a calm mind: (32) 


Hetfarsyacaetrah at Sat 
Faroe AEA tt 33 Ul 
‘| am poor and unluckly from birth; Oh, 
wherefrom could this wonderful fortune come 
to me? Nothing but the gracious look of 
Lord Sri Krsna, the crown-jewel of Yadus 
and the possessor of untold riches, could 
be the cause of this. (33) 


amag: wat Ansavi 


‘Sri Krsna, the Lord of the goddess of 
Wealth and perfect in everyway, has infinite 
objects of enjoyment always at His disposal. 
Therefore, knowing the mind of His suppliant 
devotee, He gives in abundance to the 
latter, though He regards the gift as very 
insignificant and does not mention it to the 
devotee. My friend, the crest-jewel of Yadus, 
is generous like the cloud, (which though 
capable of filling up the ocean, sometimes 
does not choose to rain in the presence of 
the peasant, but inundates his fields at 


night when he is asleep, and yet considers 
the gift as inadequate). (34) 


wri 3 ee 
were ARA HET 3 N 
‘Though underrating His own abundant 
gifts, He makes much even of a small 
present by His devotee. The noble-minded 
Lord accepted with great delight the handfuls 


of beaten rice | took for Him. (35) 
ma àù eet 
gei Gia wa Sr! 
URRE KULGE g 
Ronane tg: WRU 


‘May | secure from birth to birth His 
good-will, love, friendship and service. 
(| have no need for wealth.) May | cherish 
ever-growing devotion to the lotus-feet of 
the glorious Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the 
one abode of excellent qualities, and obtain 
association with His devotees! (36) 
aaa feat wary fe amet 

wet fait areas: | 
adda Rago: wa 
uga Ford aat ARETAN 29 Ul 

‘Lord Sri Krsna, who is ever free from 
the shackles of birth and death, is acquainted 
with the evil underlying worldly prosperity. 
He knows how the intoxication of wealth 
and power brings about the fall of many 4 
wealthy man. That is why, out of compassion 
He very often refuses to grant the prayer 
for wealth, kingdom and power of short- 
sighted devotees.’ (37) 
Fei crated qaem Atsa SATS | 
FATT SAAT IHL TY AATE: 186 

Pariksit ! having reached this conclusion 
by force of his reason, the Brahmana In 


conjunction with his wife enjoyed the worldly 
pleasures sparingly and without attachment, 
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and his devotion to Sri Krsna grew from 
more to more. (38) 


wea a e ww: wits 
TAT: WA cat a AAT ferret UTA 39 
Pariksit ! the almighty God of gods, the 
Lord of sacrifices, Lord Sri Krsna, looks 
upon the Brahmana as His own Lord and 


deity. Therefore, there is no being on earth 
greater than the Brahmana. (39) 


wa a feat aqra 
weal raya wats 


PASTA MASA: Tati TAL Ko Ut 


Now, this Brahmana, the friend of the 
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Lord, realized that, though unconquerable 
by others, the Lord easily submits to the will 
of His devotee. Realizing this, he became 
absorbed in contemplation on the Lord. His 
ties of ignorance were cut asunder by force 
of this contemplation and before long he 
attained the abode of the Lord, the sole 
resort of saints. (40) 


Vaa AMVACACT aT ACTAA AT: | 
metal wate Hearne fre i x? N 


Pariksit ! the man who hears this account, 
which illustrates Lord Sri Krsna’s love for 
the Brahmanas, attains devotion to the Lord 
and obtains release from the bondage of 
Karma. (41) 


Sf ÅAR FeO ARET GRIT RIFÀ SRIF 
JIPET WATS AAS EATA: Il £2 N 


Thus ends the eighty-first discourse entitled “The story of beaten rice taken 
by Sudāmā as a present for Sri Krsna,” in the latter half of Book Ten 
of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AN Gasiifaanrseara: 
Discourse LXXXII 


Meeting of the Vrsnis with the Gopas 
and Gopis of Vrndavana 


AYR FATA 

adaa grat aaa Was: | 
Water: gA RARA AA N LN 

Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, once 
upon a time when Lord Sri Krsna and Sri 
Balarama were thus residing in Dwaraka, 
there occurred a total eclipse of the sun, 
which ordinarily occurs at the time of universal 
destruction. (1) 
a WaT WAST US pea Ala: | 
mah ast aq: AAA N 2 u 


Having come to know of it (from 
astrologers) beforehand, people thronged 
from all sides to the sacred spot called 
Samanta-paficaka, Kuruksetra, with the 
object of earning merit or blessedness. (2) 


FaR wet pA Wa: AAI aT: | 
yori RAAN aa ach HEGET 3 N 
That is the place where, while 
exterminating the Kşatriyas on earth, 
Paraśurāma, the foremost warrior of his 


time, caused five big tanks to be filled with 
their blood. (3) 
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Aa WTA WAT ATES HHT | 
Aa WRIT Taal ¥ UI 


The almighty Lord Parasurama also 
performed a sacrifice there for the expiation 
of sin. Though ever untouched by good 
or evil Karma, He did it like an ordinary 
mortal in order to set an example before the 
world. (4) 


Tet Aiara carr AIT: TST: | 
qoraya AMTRTAT SAE: 1 & Ul 
aqua aq at ward aufaora: | 
TEUANA: YAAR: N G N 
sTeasHesl aa paan A gT: | 
a ARa maA: 0 tl 


CE GIGEE IE E LRE DIR EGIRAR l 
SNA EA: A PARATA: N N 
Pariksit, on this great occasion for 
pilgrimage people from all parts of India, 
intent to wash away their sin, assembled at 
Kuruksetra. There came Yadus like Akrura, 
Vasudeva and Ugrasena (among the elders), 
and Gada, Pradyumna, Samba and others 
among the younger generation. Pradyumna’s 
son, Aniruddha, and Krtavarma, the Yadava 
general, alongwith Sucandra, Suka and 
Sarana were left at Dwaraka for the protection 
of the city. The Yadus came all the way 
with great pomp and splendour. Adorned 
with necklaces of gold, garlands of celestial 
flowers and excellent clothes, and protected 
by armour, they looked like gods as they 
proceeded with their wives in chariots shining 
like aerial cars, on horses springing like 
waves, and on trumpeting elephants 
appearing like thundering clouds, and in 
palanquins, etc., carried by foot-men shining 
like Vidyadharas. (5—8) 


fA: HAA: GT sal 
aa Steal AEE Sar YaTT: N e N 
Tena agata eg: | 
mR faftrad GT JOTA: N Ro N 


—— acca ua aa 


Reaching Kuruksetra, the blessed Yadus 
took their bath in the sacred waters, observed 
a fast according to the rule (during the 
eclipse) and made gifts of cows in right 
earnest to the Brahmanas, adorning them 
with clothes, garlands and chains of gold. 
On the conclusion of the eclipse they again 
took their bath in the tanks associated with 
the name of Parasurama, and thereafter 
fed deserving Brahmanas with dainty dishes. 
Their object in doing all this was to strengthen 
their devotion to Bhagavan Sri Krsna’s feet. 
Then the Yadus, who regarded Lord Sri 
Krsna alone as their deity, broke their fast 
with the permission of the Brahmanas and 
lay down to rest at pleasure under the cool 
shade of umbrageous trees. After taking 
repose for a while they began to visit their 
friends and relations among the princes that 
had congregated there on this occasion. 

(9—12) 


CEITLIN ESELI Ei iis Eni Li | 
WAARA AS AAAA 23 N 
amirdan UAT AA TT 
mgA MA Me RRA 2 N 


Kings of Matsya, Uśīnara, Kosala, 
Vidarbha, Kuru, Srñjaya, Kāmboja, Kekaya, 
Madra, Kunti, Ānarta, Kerala, and many 
other principalities, who were either their 
allies or enemies, had assembled there in 
their hundreds, O Pariksit ! Besides, Nanda 
and the other Gopas, who were great 
friends of the Yadavas, and the Gopis, 
who had been long yearning to see Lord 
Sri Krsna, had also arrived there. The 
Yadus saw them all one after another- 


(13-14) 
saree teeter 
Giepecgareteeia: | 
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ayer We FAA: SAAT 
waa waht sae ey i 
The joy they derived from one another's 
sight opened the buds of their heart. With 
faces glowing like lotuses in full blossom 
and with tears trickling down their eyes, 
they clasped one another in close embrace. 
Their hair stood on end, their voices got 
choked with emotion and all were transported 
with joy. (15) 

Rara Water Asie- 


Fea A: WAE: N eg N 

Like the men, the women also greeted 
and looked at one another with smiles and 
side long glances full of love and folded one 
another in their arms. While doing so they 
pressed to their bosoms the bosoms of 
other ladies, smeared with saffron-paste, 
and tears of love filling their eyes. (16) 


wetsPrarel A agaa Rf: | 
PATA pi TA AEH: PRN AA: 11 gO N 
The younger ones bowed to the elders, 
and were themselves bowed to by those 
still younger, and welcoming one another 
and enquiring after their mutual welfare, 
they related to one another enchanting stories 
of Lord Sri Krsna. (17) 
Wal a ega aa anaf 
iip a wet HR YA N g N 
Pariksit! Kuntī, when she saw her 
brothers and sisters with their children, as 
also her parents, sisters-in-law and Lord Sri 


Krsna, had her grief soothed in conversation 
with them. (18) 


gaara 

mi urs Wat pT | 

FRAT SY gral APTA ATT: N gS 1 
Kunti addressing Vasudeva said: “My 

brother, | find myself extremely unfortunate. 
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Not a single desire of mine has been fulfilled. 
What a pity that even noble brothers like 
you should forget me during my calamities ! 
(19) 

VA Wes: Yat wn: nafr 
THERA tart e eaae i 2o ti 
“I am now convinced that friends, 
relations, sons, brothers and even parents 


forget one on whom fortune does not smile. 
Why should | blame you for this?” (20) 


IJA FAT 

Be ATA Sasha AAT | 
gure fe asl Cie: Ged HAASAN 22 N 
Vasudeva replied: “Dear sister, do not 
find fault with us. We, mortals, are nothing 
but toys in the hands of Providence. The 
world is subject to the control of the Supreme 
Ruler, and everyone acts and is made to 
act according to His will. (21) 

Sauteed: we aa ara feet fee 
urea UA: tart GAAT: TAR: N 221 
“Sister, you are aware how, harassed 
by Karhsa, we had to flee from one quarter 
to another. It is only now that we have been 
restored to a secure position by Providence.” 
(22) 


WRBU 

Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit! all the 
kings present there were duly honoured by 
Vasudeva, Ugrasena and the other Yadus, 
and they felt supremely delighted and gratified 
at the sight of Bhagavan Sri Krsna. (23) 


after Asa arent aA AAT | 
PEN: WUSA: Grit Got ASE: HU: N 2¥ 1 
hate aera stern arpa | 
yN FIG: Vea Pech: HARTE I WM 
aaa famea AeA nak I 
Farry: QAI aA GAT MERTER: N 2 11 
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Tart Ba wes gama: 
sitfrend ag: Vik: aeih ates fara: 11 9 11 
Pariksit! Bhisma, Drona, Dhrtarastra, 
Gandhari with her sons, Duryodhana and 
others, the Pandavas with their consorts, 
Kunti, Srijaya, Vidura, Krpacarya, Kuntibhoja, 
Virata, Bhismaka, the great king Nagnajit, 
Purujit, Drupada, Salya, Dhrstaketu alongwith 
the king of Kasi, Damaghosa, Visalaksa, 
the king of Mithila, the kings of Madra and 
Kekaya, Yudhamanyu and Susarma, Bahlika 
and others with their sons, these and other 
kings, who had accepted the suzerainty of 
Yudhisthira, were astonished to see the 
person of Lord Sri Krsna, the abode of all 
excellences and beauty, together with His 
consorts. (24—27) 


AAATAPM VA MAH WTA: | 
Weeder Geol FONT PUTAS R N 


Sri Balarama and Lord Sri Krsna duly 
honoured them all, and they in their turn 
joyfully extolled the good fortune of 
the Yadus, who were the kinsfolk of Lord 
Sri Krsna and lived under His care. (28) 


aa à gi war Fone 
FAUNA A HHT Fava STAT VF N 


Addressing Ugrasena, they said: “O 
king of Bhojas ! of all men in this world you 
Yadus alone have realized the fruit of your 
existence inasmuch as you constantly have 
before your eyes Lord Sri Krsna, who can 
rarely be seen even by the greatest of 
Yogis. (29) 


anian tsRereret 3o 


“The glory of Lord Sri Krsna, which is 
sung by the Vedas with such zest, the 
Ganga water that washes His feet and His 
utterances in the form of the scripture go a 
long way in purifying the world. The earth 


had of late been robbed of its splendour by 
Time; its potentialities have now been revived 
by the mere touch of His lotus-like feet, and 
it has once more begun to yield all the 
objects of our desire. (30) 
aaa ANAT- 
WARS ATA ATETA: | 
PEJ Te madia adat a: 
rantoenifara: are AT: 11-32 1 
“You Yadus have both marital and lineal 
relationship with Sri Krsna. You constantly 
see Him, touch His sacred person, walk 
with Him, chat with Him, sit close to Him, 
eat with Him and even sleep with Him. 
Even though you lead the life of a 
householder, which ordinarily paves the way 
to hell, you have constantly in your midst 
all-pervading Lord Visnu Himself, whose 
very sight puts an end to the craving not 
only for heaven but for salvation itself.” (31) 


MYR FAT 
IATA ASL MUAY AAT HOTTA | 
amma gA MAANA il 32 N 


Sri Suka continued: Pariksit, when the 
celebrated Gopa, Nanda, learnt that Lord 
Sri Krsna and the other Yadus had come 
to Kuruksetra, he too came there together 
with other Gopas to see them with abundant 
supplies of provisions in their carts. (32) 


AAA FTA Eres: AART: | 
uma ome faney: t 33 ll 


The Yadus were delighted to see Nanda 
and his companions. They stood up to receive 
him, even as dead bodies are spurred into 
activity when infused with new life. Having 
been anxious for long to meet him, they 
embraced him tightly. (33) 


ages: aera waite: fag: | 
PRL HAHA FAIL TAIT HA N BY l 
Vasudeva embraced Nanda with great 


delight and was overwhelmed with emotion 
as he recollected one by one the persecutions 
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to which he had been subjected by 
Kamsa, and how he had been compelled to 
place his sons in Nanda’s keeping at Gokula. 
(34) 

Puna ues naaa a 
qr: WOT MARTS GRE Bq 1 
Lord Sri Krsna and Sri Balarama 
embraced their foster-parents Nanda and 
Yasoda and bowed to them. Pariksit, 
overwhelmed with emotion, they could not 


utter a word as their throats were choked 
with tears. (35) 


TATA TEA UAT TI 
ARE A ARIAT Yet fasted: IA: N 3S 1 
The blessed Yasoda and Nanda, too, 
made their foster-sons sit on their lap and 
folded them in their arms. This removed the 
agony of their heart caused by the long 


separation from their children, the apples of 
their eyes. (36) 


Veoh tat are Uhre aaa | 
AG Achat Hat GAT VS ATTA: | 3O tt 
Rohini and Devaki too embraced Yasoda, 
and remembering her friendly behaviour 
towards them spoke to her in faltering words 
with their throats choked with tears: (37) 
cal ama at Aaaa aga 
aards ae Ae nAn Be 1 


“Yasoda, we can never forget the 
continued friendship you have shown to us. 
It is not possible for us to repay that debt, 
even if we obtain the fortune of Indra, the 
ruler of paradise. Can anyone be so 
ungrateful as to forget that service of yours? 


(38) 
vrage ga: er Frat: 


AAT SAUTTOT ATTA 
magia wen g agag- 
PRAMAS AHA: FA: 1 39 


“When Sri Balarama and Sri Krsna had 
not even seen their parents and their father 
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left them under your care, you protected 
them even as the eye-lids protect the eyes. 
You gave them nourishment, protection and 
loving caresses and performed propitiatory 
rites for their welfare. In fact, you did all the 
duty of parents to them. Under your care, 
they had no cause of fear from anyone. It 
was but meet and proper for you to treat 
them as your own children, for noble souls 
like you make no distinction between one 
who is their own and one who is not so. O 
consort of Nanda! you and your husband 
both are really great souls.” (39) 


STARTS FAS STA %0 N 


Sri Suka went on: Pariksit! | have 
already told you that the highest object of 
the Gopis’ love was Bhagavan Sri Krsna. 
When seeing Him, they used to curse the 
Creator for having provided their eyes with 
eye-lids, which interrupted their vision by 
falling every moment. Seeing the Lord, for 
whom they had cherished such intense 
longing, after such a long time, they all 
ushered Him into their heart through the 
gateway of the eyes and holding Him in 
close embrace mentally became one with 
Him. The state of oneness with the Lord 
attained by them through Love was not 
within the easy reach of even those who 
are ever united with Him through meditation. 


(40) 

Wray fata SHAE: | 
MARAT FSA We ASA TaAT Ml YE 1 
When the Almighty Lord, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, found the Gopis in that state of 
absorption, He saw them in private, 
embraced them, enquired after their health 
and smilingly said as follows: (41) 


aa Baa A: TSA: Tarren aa | 
miraa ATATA: 8N 
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“Dear friends, for the service of our 
people, We had to go out of Vraja and 
leaving friends like you, had to engage 
ourselves in destroying enemies. Do you 
still remember us, who have been out of 
sight for a long time? (42) 


aaa Raapa ANTRAT | 
qi yet rary ahh fergie a ve N 


“| hope you do not entertain a low opinion 
of us, considering us as ungrateful? You 
will be unfair to Me, if you do so. It is God’s 
will that unites or disunites beings. (43) 
aren Barta Got get wits aI 
aaa yaa Ya Yea lt VY Ut 

“Just as the wind brings together or 
scatters clouds, blades of grass, flakes of 
cotton, particles of dust, even so, the Creator 
brings together or scatters beings of His 
creation. (44) 


afar uate yar aca | 
Ren Sea MAA AST: XG N 


“Friends, it is a matter for congratulation 
that you have developed that transcendental 
Love for Me, which automatically leads to 
My realization; and | need not tell you that 
loving devotion to Me brings immortality to 
all who practise it. (45) 
ae fe udyana ate: | 
Aami aan a amiat ARRET: Se N 

“| am the beginning and end of all beings 
and pervade them both inside and outside, 
even as the elements, viz., the earth, water, 
air, fire and ether constitute the beginning and 


end of all material objects and pervade them 
both inside and outside, O fair ones! (46) 


Wel darfa ATT TEATS SAAT Te: | 
Ii maa WE UJAMAA It wo II 


“These five elements have entered into 
the constitution of all physical bodies as 
their material causes, whereas the spirit or 
Self resides in them as the enjoyer or the 
individual self. | am the Ego Absolute beyond 
them both. In fact, both these appear in 


Me.” (47) 
MYR FAT 

Srey TATE TT Wal Sos FHA: | 

ATROCITY N8 Ul 


Sri Suka continued: Pariksit ! Lord Sri 
Krsna thus instructed the Gopis in spiritual 
lore. Revolving that in their mind, again and 
again, the Gopis got rid of their ego- 
body and became one with the Supreme 
Self. (48) 


’ Fri ; 
WA NAET: I8 N 


They said, “O Lord, from whose navel 
sprung the lotus where Brahmā, the creator, 
took His birth, the greatest of Yogis, 
possessed of infinite wisdom, contemplate 
on Your lotus-like feet in their hearts. Your 
feet alone serve as the support to enable 
people fallen in the abyss of mundane 
existence to get out of it. O Lord, occupied 
as we are with our household duties, 
kindly bless us that Your lotus-feet may ever 
remain present before our mental eyes, SO 
that we may never forget them even for a 
moment.” (49) 


IORA TA FRËTRS EATA: 1 22 N 
Thus ends the eighty-second discourse entitled “The Meeting of the Vrsnis with the 
Gopas and Gopis of Vraja”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ee 


Stet ASIRANS ETTA: 
Discourse LXXXIII 
Conversation between Bhagavan Sri Krsna’s consorts and Draupadi 


AYA Sara 
aay WTA TWAT a STH: | 
qismga waives ASET N g N 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit! the 
almighty Lord (Bhagavan Sri Krsna) was 
the Preceptor of the Gopis, as well as their 
goal, which they sought to attain through 
the practice of His teachings. Having thus 
shown His favour to them, the Lord saw 
Yudhisthira and all other friends and enquired 
about their welfare. (1) 


a Ua cee Rye: qa: | 
Wee aaa AEA: NRN 

Pariksit ! their sins disappeared at the 
very sight of the lotus-feet of Lord Sri Krsna. 
Kindly enquired after and duly honoured by 


the Lord of the three worlds, they felt delighted 
at heart and replied: (2) 


eet pART 3 ii 
“Blessed Lord, exalted souls enjoy with 
their mind the nectar of your lotus-feet, 
which occasionally flows out through their 
lips in the form of the stories of Your 
enchanting sports. Those who quaff this 
nectar to their heart’s fill with the cup of 
their ears are rid of all ignorance in respect 
of You—ignorance, which is the root of 
corporeal existence of all embodied beings. 
How can any evil befall them? (3) 


mag nA Fat: GUY 


“Lord, You are an embodiment of unfailing 
wisdom and a perfect ocean of Bliss. The 
three states of the soul occasioned by its 
contact with the mind (viz., wakefulness, 
dream and dreamless sleep) cannot touch 
even the fringe of Your effulgent Being and 
melt away even in Its proximity. You are the 
sole resort of recluses, who have lost all 
consciousness of the world. You have 
assumed a human semblance through Your 
own inconceivable Yogamaya (enchanting 
power) in order to protect the Vedas 
whose influence had waned through the 
force of time. We offer our obeisances to 
You.” (4) 

afea 
zaa aa A- 
aeaea Ra: | 
wae Aam AAs- 
Rami: soy aota any i 

Sri Suka continued: Pariksit !_ when 
Yudhisthira and others were thus extolling 
the most glorious Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, 
ladies of the Yadava and Kaurava families 
met together and began to relate to one 
another the stories of Bhagavan Sri Krsna 
sung throughout the three worlds. | shall 


now tell you in detail what they said. Please 
listen. (5) 


arTara 
è aqua wet è unset saa 
CHANTS AE Ted Teton ex N s 11 
CPM Ua Fe A Ta aT | 
saa ae eee aaa 9 Il 


Draupadi said: “Rukmini, Bhadra, 
Jambavati, Satya, Satyabhama, Kalindi, 
Saibya, Laksmana, Rohini and other consorts 
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of Lord Sri Krsna, please tell me how the 
glorious Lord, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, espoused 
you. Though God Himself, He behaves like 
a mortal through His own Maya (enchanting 
power).” (6-7) 


FTIA 
wm migni 
meae Nang RN: | 
fra ma ga meag 
APTA, aE N ¢ Ut 


Rukmini said: Draupadi! Jarasandha 
and the other kings wanted that | should be 
given in marriage to Sigupala. They came 
armed for a fight to carry out this intention 
of theirs. But the Lord took me away from 
their midst even as a lion carries away its 
prey from a herd of goats and sheep. It is 
no wonder that He should do so; for, even 
invincible warriors bear the dust of His feet 
on their crowns. Dear Draupadi, | sincerely 
wish that the lotus-feet of my Lord, the 
repository of all prosperity and beauty, may 
be available to me for worship from birth 
to birth. (8) 

ATMA 
at ù amaa ada 
fraaie | 
frasinn wema, a 
after: iara at ASAT S U 

Satyabhāmā said: Draupadi! my father 
was sorely grieved at the death of his 
brother Prasena; he, therefore, charged the 
Lord with Prasena’s murder. In order to 
wipe off this stigma cast on Him, the Lord 
vanquished the lord of bears, Jambavan, in 
battle and winning the jewel from him, restored 
it to my father. Seized with fear on account 
of the false imputation made by him, my 
father bestowed the jewel on the Lord 
alongwith myself, even though he had 
affianced me to another. (9) 


wà Wel ATTA ETA It go N 


Jambavati said: Draupadi, my father! 
Jambavan, the lord of bears, was unaware 
that my Lord was the same as Sri Rama, 
(his own lord and deity). Therefore, he 
fought the Lord for twenty-seven days. After 
this test when he recognized the Lord to be 
Sri Rama Himself, he took hold of His feet 
and offered me as a present, together with 
the jewel. May | continue to be His slave 
from birth to birth, is my only prayer to the 
Lord. (10) 

Pietra 
aayain «|| AUT TSTATETAT | 
Pea Ute Arse TEATS N g I 

Kalindi said: Draupadi ! when the Lord 
came to know that | was practising austerities 
in the hope of obtaining the privilege to 
touch His feet, He came with his friend, 
Arjuna, and espoused me. | have now the 
privilege of sweeping His house. (11) 


ujra Asua: agi fares 
PRAY ÀA ATAR It 33 N 
Mitravindā said: Draupadi! my father 
called an assembly of kings at his capital to 
enable me to elect my own partner in life. 
The Lord too attended the assembly and, 
vanquishing all the kings in battle, took me 
away to His capital, Dwaraka, which is the 
abode of all excellences and beauty, even 
as the lion carries away his prey from a 
pack of dogs. My brothers, who offered Him 
resistance, with a view to delivering Me 
from His hands and thereby harming my 
interest, were equally worsted in the fight. | 
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now seek that in every life | may get the 
privilege of rendering service at His feet.(12) 


BIS TTS FT TATA N83 N 

Satya said: Draupadi! in order to test 
the strength of the kings, who had assembled 
to seek my hand, my father had secured 
seven oxen endowed with inordinate strength 
and energy and very sharp horns. These 
oxen had shattered the pride of many a 
valiant warrior; but the Lord playfully and 
quickly took hold of them, (put strings through 
their noses) and brought them under His 


control in no time, even as children deal 
with kids. (13) 


age iir a aR aR, 
Ufa ARNE maA RA aera FU g% 1 
Thus winning me as a reward for His 
strength, my Lord carried me to Dwārakā 
with all my attendant maids under the 
protection of a strong army. He conquered 
on the way all the princes who tried to 
intercept. O queen, my only desire now is 
that | may always get the opportunity of 
serving Him. (14) 
yaara 


fa à mga wae SAAT 
ON HOTS aeaa GAA: We 
Bhadra said: Draupadi, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna is the son of my maternal uncle. 
Knowing that | had given my heart to Him, 
my father sent for Sri Krsna of his own 
accord and bestowed me on Him, with an 
army consisting of one Aksauhini and many 
maids-of-honour. (15) 


ae À cree waa war 
Huy yteqorar aa ASA BATA: N VEU 


| now consider that my highest good 
lies in obtaining in every birth the touch of 


His feet, wherever | may be cast by the 
force of my Karma. (16) 


ALATE 


fad ypa fra mema 
qa: gigya aa ARTAN 29 


Laksmana said: O queen, Devarsi 
Narada frequently sings the story of the 
descent and sports of the Lord on earth. 
Having heard those songs and duly 
considering the fact that Laksmi, the goddess 
of wealth, rejecting Indra and the other 
guardians of the world, had chosen Him as 
her consort, | set my heart on the Lord. (17) 


Weal Aa Ad Urea frat gega: | 
Bee sit area ee tt 


O virtuous lady! my father, who is known 
by the name of Brhatsena, loved me 
intensely. When he came to know of my 


mind, he contrived a plan for Carrying it into 
effect. (18) 


FAT CAAA TS AT: UTC Fa: | 
wa q RTEA Grad BAA TEL 28 N 
O queen, just as on the occasion of 
your self-choice of a husband your father 
planned the device of a fish in order to get 
Arjuna for you, my father too invented a 
similar device, with this difference that the 
fish was totally screened externally and 


only its reflection could be seen in the 
water. (19) 


aad waa yor empia: TI 
JaA: AMAN: AEE: N Ro UI 

Hearing of this, kings versed in the 
secrets of archery, and the use of all other 
arms, came alongwith their teachers, in their 
thousands from all sides to the capital of my 
father. (20) 


frat aR: wat aari aaraa: | 
anag: WIN UG Agy adfa ngA: N 211 
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All were honoured by my father with 
due regard to their prowess and age. With 
their heart set on winning me, they took up 
the bow and arrow kept in that assembly 
and attempted, turn by turn, to hit the mark. 


(21) 

BUSTA AIA AAT A HALT: | 
STS At AAPA AGL SHA VT: Ul VP M 
Some of them lifted the bow but finding 
themselves unable to string it left it where it 
was. Others succeeded in drawing the string 
as far as the other end of the bow, but 
unable to fasten it to that end, fell down 
struck by it. (22) 


Bet reat we ae APTS aE: | 
afta gatem: mo aa ul 23 N 


Greatest warriors like Jarāsandha, 
Śiśupāla, the king of Ambastha, Bhima, 
Duryodhana and Karna succeeded in 
stringing the bow, but could not locate the 
fish. (23) 


Tea Het Stes Area a aR RA | 
TA AA STS ATU APTA TET TAU RY I 


Seeing the reflection of the fish in the 
water, Arjuna was able to locate it, discharged 
the arrow aiming at it with great care, but 
failed to hit it, the arrow only touching the 
fish. (24) 


way faery wary Ara) 
WTA TST GT pA THETA N RY Ut 
afam area faira weet chen aa | 
fregona a araa fear 26 N 


O queen! the pride of the proudest of 
princes having thus been crushed, most of 
the kings returned to their seats giving up 
all hopes of winning me. It was then that 
the almighty Lord took up the bow, strung it 
sportfully, put the arrow to it, and looking 
but once at the reflection of the fish pierced 
it by His shaft and brought it down to the 
ground. The sun was at the meridian at that 
time. (25-26) 
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fafa ggu Agstagreagat afer! 
daa HAAN, peA: 1 RO N 
O good Draupadi! shouts of victory 
were raised all over the earth while celestial 
drums began to sound in the heavens and 


gods transported with joy showered flowers. 
(27) 


O queen! | entered the arena at that 
moment, with the anklets at my feet sweetly 
jingling. | wore round my loins a new piece 
of finest silk and had wrapped myself with 
another. With flowers adorning my braid 
and bashful smiles on my lips, | carried in 
my hands a brilliant necklace of jewels 
wrought in gold. (28) 


nà Fries afta: yake- 
Asmaa Fae FAAS I RS I 
Thick tresses of hair overhung my face 
and brilliant ear-rings added lustre to my 
cheeks. Lifting up my face | glanced at the 
kings on all sides with enlivening smiles 
and sidelong looks and with a heart over- 
flowing with love gently placed the necklace 
round the neck of my Lord. (29) 


qaqapa: ARTA: | 
Prater agia Sy: N 3O ll 
The moment I placed the necklace round 
His neck, clay tomtoms, tabors, conches, 
drums and kettledrums were sounded; male 
and female dancers began to dance, and 
songsters began to sing in various tunes. 


(30) 
wa ga mai AA AM: | 
q AR mA eiA g: 1 3R I 


Draupadi ! when I thus chose my beloved 


Dis. 83] 


Lord as my life’s partner, the other love-lorn 
monarchs grew extremely jealous and were 
very much upset at their discomfiture. (31) 
at Wag WAR SATA | 
WHT Uae Aus: 132 
In the meanwhile my Lord, possessed 
of four arms, at once placed me on His 
chariot drawn by four excellent horses and, 


lifting up His bow and putting on His armour 
stood prepared for battle. (32) 
RAVAN HIST THA | 
Raat y wie wot ATTfSa nt 331 
Daruka drove the chariot decorated with 
gold as all the kings looked on, O queen, 
and the Lord proceeded to Dwaraka even 
as the lion passes through a herd of deer. 
(33) 
ASST Tere PAg ule are | 
PAT SATA UAT BMT SLA 3% UN 
Lifting up their bows and prepared for a 
battle, some of those kings pursued my 
Lord with a view to obstructing Him on the 
way; but their attempt was no more 
successful than that of dogs to check the 
lion. (34) 
AMPA: Prasat: | 
Frag: wert heh GIT Sea: 1 34 N 
Some of them fell in battle, their arms, 
legs and necks being torn asunder by the 
arrows discharged from the Sarnga bow of 
the Lord; while others abandoning the fight 
took to their heels. (35) 
w: Ut aguet 
EAE Ieis K ARSE LEALI E: GR 
gmat fafa afer mR 
mmaya ARTTA 3A Il 
Then the Lord of the Yadus, like the 
very sun, entered His home, the city of 
Dwārakā, whose glories are sung in heaven 


as well as on earth. The city was specially 
decorated on this day with various ornamental 


* BOOK TEN + 


521 


arches and streamers which screened off 
the rays of the sun. (36) 


frat À pae gera erarerary 
measag: aR: tl 30 
My father honoured all his friends, 
relations and kinsmen with valuable textiles 
and ornaments, beds, seats and other 
articles. (37) 


mR: adagan: | 
arqan neei ad yoe ARAT: N 3 1 
MARE TAT a À ear: | 
adagia ae a AE N 3S N 


Though my dearest Lord lacks nothing 
being complete by Himself in everyway and 
delights only in the Self, yet my father out 
of love presented Him with a number of maid- 
servants, all kinds of wealth, foot-soldiers, 
elephants, chariots, horses and many 
valuable weapons. O queen ! we must have 
in our previous lives practised great 
austerities, giving up attachment to all. That 
is why in this birth we earned the privilege 
of actually working as His maid-servants in 
the household of our Lord. (38-39) 


marania em: uxo n 


Rohini (on behalf of the sixteen 
thousand consorts) said: Having conquered 
many a king during his expeditions for world 
conquest, Bhaumasura had made us, their 
(vanquished Kings) daughters, captive and 
kept us confined in his palace. When, having 
put an end to Bhauma and all his forces in 
battle, He came to know of our existence in 
his palace. He liberated us and, though 
Perfect in Himself married us all, knowing 
as He did that we ever contemplated on His 
lotus-feet, which bring emancipation from 
the bondage of birth and death. (40) 
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qai Ra ST Tans HATTA | 
Ai UNAS Tet aT BT: TEAL UI 

O virtuous lady, we crave not for 
universal sovereignty on earth, or for rulership 
of the heaven, for the enjoyments attaching 
to both these positions or for supernatural 
powers, for the position of Brahma, or for 
Liberation or for the various forms of personal 
existence in the eternal abode of God.(41) 


auae Uae strates: fra: | 
pagg TMS YA As MAYA: N 8? N 


We only desire that we may continue to 


bear on our head the glorious dust of the 
lotus-feet of our Lord, which is scented with 
the saffron on the bosom of Laksmi, the 
goddess of wealth. (42) 


aula ae aah Ofer ee: | 
magana WAT; Meg AeA: | 3 N 
We long for the touch of the sacred feet 
of the glorious Lord, which the Gopas and 
the Gopis, the Bhila women, nay the very 
creepers and blades of grass craved for 
where He tended cows in Vraja. May this 
yearning of our heart be fulfilled by the 
Lord. (43) 


TIF SRMATRS EATA: I C3 I 


Thus ends the eighty-third discourse, in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


—«_ or 


SIA 


SET: 


Discourse LXXXIV 
An account of the pilgrimage undertaken by Lord Sri Krsna 


Rye ITA 
AeA YM FATA AAT 
trea ARTA St TANT: | 


gasae Rt Wrarparst 
wat fatrearersarcirepemez: N g N 


Sri Śuka began again: Pariksit ! hearing 
of this deep attachment of the consorts of 
Sri Krsna, the Soul of the universe, to His 
person, Kunti, Gandhari, Draupadi, Subhadra, 
the consorts of the other kings and even 
the Gopis, whom He held so dear, were all 
greatly astonished and their eyes were 
bedimmed with tears of joy. (1) 


fa marora Ga: eia FRET | 
areata PORTA TATA it 3 1 


When ladies were thus talking with ladies 
and men with men, a number of sages 


appeared on the spot for the sight of 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna and Sri Balarama. (2) 
Sart maya we gasa: | 
fasaa: para mgs TAA: N 3N 
Ta: are a aet mAT YT: | 
Yra: my Aya MTS eAR: 1% N 
fgnhaagaaya AT: | 
STR MAAR AAST It & N 


The more prominent of them were 
Krsnadwaipayana (Vyasa), Devarsi Narada, 
Cyavana, Devala, Asita, Viswamitra, 
Satananda, Bharadwaja, Gautama, the 
glorious Paragurama with his disciples. 
Vasistha, Galava, Bhrgu, Pulastya, Kasyapa, 
Atri, Markandeya, Brhaspati, Dwita, Trita, 
Ekata, Sanaka, Sanandana, Sanatana and 
Sanatkumara, Angira, Agastya, Yajfiavalkya, 
Vamadeva, and a few others. (3—5) 
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AL FST Veal VTA TUTE: | 
wosa: PORTA a mg Aaa RaT g N 


Seeing these Rşis, revered and 
worshipped by the world, all the kings, who 
had been sitting there from before, including 
Yudhisthira and the other Pandavas, Sri 
Krsna and Balarama at once stood up and 
bowed to them. (6) 


amma ad TATA STA SSAA | 
TARTAR Liz patria e ree CG ke p) Well 

There Sti Krsna, Balarama and all those 
who were present there welcomed them 
with sweet words and duly honoured them 


by offering seats, water to wash their hands 


and feet with, garlands, incense, sandal- 
paste etc. (7) 


Sas GSAT, Tar, ayers: | 
Wee A AAAA: ut N 
When the sages were comfortably 
seated, the Lord, who had appeared on 
earth for the protection of virtue, spoke as 
follows with the great assembly silently 
listening to Him. (8) 


The glorious Lord said: Today our life 
has been highly blessed, and the object of 
our taking birth has been fully realized; for 
we have been honoured with a visit from 
the great Masters of Yoga, whose sight 
cannot be easily obtained even by the gods. 


(9) 
fh weai goai AAT 
qaa AER RoN 

How can people whose austerities are 
poor, and who see God enshrined in a 
particular image only, gain the rare privilege 
of your sight and touch, of inquiring about 
your health etc., and of offering you 
salutations and worship? (10) 


Aerts AAA a car g RSAT: | 
a Uaeanren gia MAA: N RN 


Sacred waters alone do not possess 
purificatory virtues, nor do images of clay 
and stone alone represent the deities. 
Whereas these purify a man after one has 
recourse to them and worshipped them for 
a long time, holy men purity by their very 
sight (meeting). (11) 
What y A a aANT 

F piei G VACASA TAT: | 
suka Ap Re 
Rua aa mida eeu 


The gods presiding over fire, the sun, 
the moon, the stars, the earth, water, ether, 
air, speech and mind, when worshipped, 
cannot completely wash off our sins, 
inasmuch as they promote our sense of 
diversity; whereas the wise wipe off our 
sins even if we serve them briefly, even if it 
is for a few minutes. (12) 


meda: afer a a- 
maA A Ua nar: Ngu 


O sages and assembled friends ! he 
who looks upon His contemptuous body 
(which is virtually dead), constituted of the 
three elements of wind, bile and phlegm as 
the Self, those related to the body (wife 
etc.) as one’s own and images of clay, 
stone or wood as his objects of worship, 
and who regards the sacred waters alone 
as purifying, and never so the men of 
wisdom, is indeed a donkey among cows in 


human form. (13) 
AYE sara 

Roei wad: POENGS: | 

aÀ quae ANEA ARA: tt ex i 


Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit, Bhagavan 
Sri Krsna is the possessor of unfailing 
wisdom. Hearing the above words from His 
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lips, the sages kept silent. Unable to make 
out the meaning of those mysterious words, 
they got confounded. (14) 
fat fagra waa syareaeracaary | 
TASS SIT: TT STERI 84 Ul 
After long consideration they came to 
the conclusion that though the Supreme 
Lord of the universe, He was behaving like 
an ordinary man subject to the law of Karma, 
just in order to teach a lesson to the world. 
Realizing this, they smiled and addressed 
Sri Krsna, the supreme Teacher of the 
world, as follows: (15) 


aa fated magam ga tl 


The sages said: Lord, even great 
progenitors of the world like Marici and the 
highest sages like us stand deluded by 
Your Maya (enchanting power). The almighty 
Lord of the universe, You behave like an 
ordinary creature, concealing Your true Self 
behind Your seemingly human activities. 
Oh, all Your sports are really most wonderful. 

(16) 


at faparahtd fasam go N 


Just as the earth, though one, assumes 
different names and forms through its various 
products (viz., the tree, stone, jar, etc., 
which are essentially the same as the earth), 
even so, though one, You assume various 
names and forms and, though static, You 
create and protect the universe and finally 
swallow up the same by Your own Self and 
yet these activities do not bind You. Oh, 
what is all this but a mere sport on Your 
part, O perfect One! (17) 


amit mA RÀ 
Aau ard aaa a 

wam Agai TTT 
antame GHA: TT AAN g N 
Lord, though You are the supreme Spirit 
beyond the realm of Prakrti (Nature), You 
assume from time to time a Form made of 
pure Sattva for the protection of Your 
devotees and suppression of the wicked 
and by Your example maintain and 
perpetuate the eternal Vedic path. Really 
speaking, it is You who manifest Yourself in 
the form of the different castes and orders. 
(18) 

wel À eee Yast Ta eaTeATTA: | 
aA Ue SMASH A Aa: ATL gS I 
Lord, the Vedas constitute Your 
immaculate heart; through askesis, study, 
meditation and Samadhi (absorption) You 
are realized there in both Your Manifest 
and Unmanifest aspects, as well as in Your 
transcendental aspect which is beyond these 
two and is the substratum of both. (19) 

TATE HalHet HAT RAAT: | 
PTA ASIA AS TATA ATM Ro N 
Since You are known through the 
medium of the Vedas (which are stored in 
the heart of the Brahmanas), it is the 
Brahmanas who are the real medium of 
Your realization. O Perfect One! that is 
why You are the foremost patron of the 
Brahmanas, and that is why You honour 
them so much. (20) 

STE A TAT PATA TAT SMT: | 
TAT AHA ALIA Aga: STAT UT: 1 Re Ul 
In You lies the culmination of all 
blessings; You are the sole refuge of saints. 
Having met You today we have attained the 
fruition of our birth, learning, austerities and 
wisdom. (21) 


mÀ mà POTATHUSATe | 
Rear AN R? 
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Lord! Your wisdom is unbounded: You 
are the Supreme Spirit, the Embodiment of 
Truth, Knowledge and Bliss. You have 
concealed Your glory by Your own Yogamaya 


(enchanting power). We offer salutation to 
You as such. (22) 


The kings assembled here, and even 
the Yadus, who enjoy life together with 
You, do not truly know You as the Universal 
Soul, the Time-spirit and Ruler of the 
universe, veiled as You are by Your own 
Maya. (23) 


Area fered A Ie ATTA | BA 

As a dreaming person looks upon all 
objects of his dream as real, and regards 
his dream-formed body which is perceived 
only with the mind and exists in name 
alone—as his self, and not the body of his 
waking life, which is out of his mind for the 
time being, even so, in waking life when the 
mind gets deluded by Maya in the form of 
the wandering of the senses among their 
objects, which exist only in name, its 
discrimination gets clouded, and the Jiva 
fails to realize You, who stand beyond the 
waking life. (24-25) 


afaa AnA SET THT VEU 


O Lord! sages who have attained 
ripeness of Yoga succeed in enthroning in 
their heart Your lotus-feet, which are the 
origin of the holy waters of the Ganga, 
which wipe off heaps of sins. We are glad 
we have seen those feet today. Lord, we 


are Your devotees. Pray ! shower Your grace 
on us. Now the highest state of Your 
realization is attained only by those who 
through their overflowing devotion succeed 
in shedding their ego, which obscures the 
souls. (26) 


RIJP IATA 
gapa ae Yes Aleta 
WA SA Ted A SPE AA: 1 29 N 
Sri Śuka continued: O royal sage! 
having thus praised and taken leave of the 
Lord, King Dhrtarastra and the virtuous 


Yudhişthira, the sages thought of returning 
to their hermitages. (27) 


qa Ste aa YS ATT: | 

wm aye seats gafa: 22 
Perceiving this, the illustrious Vasudeva 

approached them. Bowing to them, and 

clasping their feet, he addressed them with 

great humility. (28) 

Iga Sara 
TAT a: wader UE: sitar 


Seen HUE Ba ARRETA I 2 1 

Vasudeva submitted: Sages, in you 
reside all the gods,* | offer my salutations 
to you. Kindly listen to me. Pray ! tell us by 
what sort of activity one may be able to rid 


oneself of all Karma and the desire for 
Karma. 


(29) 
ARG Jara 
mAai faut ageat aya 
pui nanih GA: Teste HI BTA: N 3o 1 


Devarsi Narada replied: O sages, it is 
no great wonder that regarding Sri Krsna as 
his child, Vasudeva should inquire of us 
with a view to his enlightenment, the road 
to his spiritual welfare. (30) 
aa fe weararrretoranan | 
Tg feat Sea Arle ESA N 32 1 


For human beings are generally prone 


* The Sruti says: wañà aae: wat aefafe arect aah 
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to underrate those who are near them. We 
find persons living on the banks of the 
Ganga leaving the Ganga water and resorting 
to other sacred waters for their purification. 
(31) 

ATTY: HTS AAMAS | 
AA SAT OTA A HAT EAT tt 32 
Sri Krsna’s_ self-awareness is never 
obscured by the processes of creation, 
preservation and dissolution of the universe, 
which are carried out by Time. It does not 
suffer diminution on any account either by 


itself or through any external cause, or 
through the action of the Gunas. (32) 


a Anta- 


SOT EC EIN IGIGIDL§ 
mm: maianen 
waa yia AEAT: 33N 
His wisdom is never obscured by the 
five afflictions in the shape of ignorance, 
egotism, attraction, repulsion and fear of 
death, nor by virtuous and sinful Karmas, 
nor by their fruits in the form of joy and 
sorrow, nor again by the ebb and flow of 
Sāttvika and the other Guņas. He is the 
one Lord, without a second. When He veils 
Himself under His own potencies, the vital 
airs etc., ignorant people consider Him as 
veiled, even as when the vision gets 
obstructed by clouds, mist and eclipse, etc., 
people regard the sun as screened by them. 


(33) 
TIAA Weare sary | 
Raat yoa Wat Aa: N 3% 1 
Addressing Vasudeva as follows, within 
the hearing of Sri Krsna, Balarama and the 
kings present there, O king, the sages then 
said: (34) 
aim aie wa are Aefa: 
aagal ase fart aAA TÀ: Bk 1 


The best way of neutralizing past acts 
and wiping out the desire for future action 
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through action itself is to propitiate, with due 
reverence, Visnu, the Lord of all sacrifices, 
through sacrifices. (35) 


farretagatsa a pfa: Sea | 
afore: q anit iyara: 11 36 


Perceiving through the eye of the 
Sastras, the all-knowing sages have declared 
it to be the easiest means of attaining 
tranquillity of mind, and a sacred duty the 
performance of which brings delight to the 
heart. (36) 


ai Taree: weer gate: | 
TGA HAA PRM FEE: I 39N 


For the twice-born householder the most 
propitious course is to perform with reverence 
the worship of the Supreme Person 
expending liberal sums of money earned by 
fair means. (37) 
Aà ageriago 
aAA ca aAA fasta Get: | 
Wa aI: Ta gA | 32 N 

O Vasudeva, a wise man should get rid 
of his thirst for wealth by performing sacrifices 
and making gifts, his craving for wife and 
children by enjoying the pleasures of a 
married life, and his desire for the enjoyment 
of the higher worlds etc., by thoughts of 
their being subject to the ravages of Time. 
Having thus renounced all the three types 
of desires even at home, the wise proceeded 
to the forest for askesis. (38) 


aR a tafafao wer | 
amer a e ATT, TAL 3 Il 


O Vasudeva, the Brahmana, the Ksatriya 
and the Vaisya are born with debts to gods, 
the Rsis and the manes. He who renounces 
the home without discharging these debts 
through the performance of sacrifices, study 
of the scriptures and by begetting a son. 
respectively, surely falls. (39) 


wi ae ga Ghat à aAA | 
aidata koso wai soll 
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O wise Vasudeva, you are as a matter 
of fact free from your debts to the Rsis and 
the manes now. Pay off your debt to the 
gods too through the performance of 
sacrifices, and thus freed from all obligations 
you may quit the home. (40) 


ages Var At we ue BAI 
masat Ure: BAe at UAE TWA: xe 1 
_ Vasudeva, you have surely worshipped 
Sri Hari, the Lord of the universe, with 


supreme devotion. That is why He has 
accepted the role of a son to you. (41) 


gia age seat aged were: 
ape Ra aa Yeats aT Ware E N X? N 


Sri Suka went on: Pariksit, hearing the 
aforesaid words of the Rsis the high-minded 
Vasudeva sought their favour by paying 
obeisance to them with his head bent low 
and appointed them to officiate as priests at 
his sacrificial performance. (42) 


a Waa US gat aor enti 
aaa, AI HAERERAA: 1X3 N 


Duly appointed as priests, O king, the 
Rsis helped the pious Vasudeva in performing 
a number of sacrifices on the largest scale 
in that holy place. (43) 


mAai gaa FHA: USACE: | 
PUM: JRA WS TI: PATE HTM: VY I 
On Vasudeva being initiated for the 
Sacrifice, the Yadus and other kings took 
their bath, put on their best attire and 
ornaments and adorned themselves with 
garlands of lotuses. (44) 
waferrra afer Akh: Taree: | 
Aaea feta AMTT: US I 


The consorts of Vasudeva too adorned 
themselves with gold necklaces and 
besmeared their bodies with sandal-paste 
and, clad in their best attire, joyously entered 
the sacrificial hall with offerings in their 
hands. (45) 
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Aqdaqueavigualtaiaa: 
Areata: HAANTET: | 
WY: ghu ered: Use i Hench T: UVES UU 
Clay tomtoms, tabors, conches, drums, 
kettledrums and other musical instruments 
were sounded at the time; dancers, both 
male and female, danced; bards and 
panegyrists uttered praises; Gandharva 
women with their husbands sang beautiful 
songs. (46) 


amaA faaam tas: | 
Usifietasta: Anaia: n vou 


Vasudeva applied collyrium to his eyes 
and anointed his body with butter. The 
priests then consecrated him alongwith his 
eighteen wives by sprinkling water on them, 
just as in the ancient times the moon and 
the stars were consecrated. (47) 


mAg: l 
magpa AARE: n w n 
Initiated for the sacrifice and clad in 
deer skin Vasudeva looked most charming 
with his wives, who were all dressed in 
beautiful saris and adorned with bracelets, 
necklaces, anklets and ear-rings. (48) 


mafa MRTA 21 
me PART BM FIETSE ve | 


Clad in silk and adorned with jewels, 
the priests and supervisors of the sacrifice 
shone like the priests at the sacrifice 
performed by Indra (the slayer of Vrtra). 


(49) 

Aa TAPS POTS Ca: TIAA | 
Wig: agiia aA: n yon 
Sri Krsna and Balarama, the Rulers of 
all Jivas, shone brightly on that occasion 
with their relations, consorts and sons, who 
were Their part manifestations. (50) 


Asai fatter aAa: 1 
Wadiprdaseaaayveary nei 
At the end of each sacrifice, Vasudeva 
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performed, in accordance with the scriptural 
ordinance, the Agnihotra and other sacrifices 
as well as those falling under the category 
of Prakrta and Vaikrta sacrifices, and thereby 
worshipped and propitiated Visnu (the Lord 
of all substances, rituals and the Mantras 
with which they are performed). (51) 


AAT SRT HT ATA A ATT: | 
LAP NASE RA WYRM AAA: WR N 


Then in due time he adorned the priests 
well with clothes and ornaments and gave 
them sacrificial fees and also gifted them 
duly adorned cow and girls as well as lands 
and abundant wealth as laid down in the 
scriptures. (52) 
uiia yya A eTA: | 
WA mg AM AET: WER N 

After going through the ritual of 
Patnisarnyaja (which is a part of the sacrifice) 
and the rites connected with the concluding 
bath, those great sages who had officiated 
as priests of the Sacrifice followed Vasudeva 
to the tank named after Paraśurāma and 
performed their ablutions there. (53) 


PUA SeSTaMAifa afas RAA: | 
Ae: FAAS HA AUT AIALA SHAT TAT 4% I 
After taking their bath, Vasudeva and 
his wives gave away all their ornaments 
and clothes to the bards and, adorning 
themselves well with new ornaments and 
dress, sumptuously fed all classes of men 
and animals down to the dog. (54) 


SPA VA: WET: TL LS I 

He honoured with extensive presents 
all his relations alongwith their wives and 
son as well as the princes of Vidarbha, 
Kosala, Kuru, Kasi, Kekaya and Srfijaya, 
the supervisors of the sacrifice, the priests, 
hosts of gods, men, spirits, manes and the 


celestial bards. They all took leave of Sri 
Krsna, the abode of Sri, and left for their 
homes praising the sacrifice. (55-56) 


TAT SR: Wt tea AOT: YET At | 
MÀ WTA SAA: FTAA: 11 419 N 
SPURT ae Ahead RTCA: | 
AUS ST MPAA SAT WKS N 


Pariksit, king Dhrtarastra, Vidura, 
Yudhisthira, Bhima, and Arjuna, Bhisma, 
Drona, Kunti, Nakula, Sahadeva, Devarsi 
Narada, Bhagavan Vyasa, and other friends 
and relations and kinsmen felt the agony of 
separation when leaving their friends, the 
Yadus. With their hearts melted with love, 
they embraced the Yadus and departed for 
their homes with great difficulty. The other 
people also left with them. (57-58) 


Pariksit, honoured with extensive 
presents by Sri Krsna, Balarama, Ugrasena 
and others, Nanda, alongwith the other 
Gopas, out of love for them, stayed there 
for some time more. (59) 
agaist AETI 
yaga: Waa aE HT IML Gol 

O dear king, having thus easily realized 
his great ambition like one who crosses an 
ocean without much effort, Vasudeva felt 
greatly delighted at heart. In the midst of his 
friends and relations he took Nanda by the 
hand, and addressed him thus. (60) 


qed Jara 
miya: Ug Fort a: AART: | 
a aren WS ToT SATA S? l 
Vasudeva said: Brother Nanda, God 
has forged for men a bond which is known 


by the name of affection. | think the greatest 
of warriors and Yogis find it difficult to ro 
i (61 


it. 
SAAS a pN AAA: | 
Aafaa attr a Prada mfeA 6?" 
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Highly virtuous as you are, the friendship 
you have shown to us, ungrateful souls, is 
unparalleled and cannot be repaid; and yet 
we know it will never cease and will continue 
for ever. (62) 
maaa pi maa ATERTA fe | 
SEAT Stee A UAT: Ot: Wa: N g3 N 

O brother, formerly we could not do any 
good turn to you precisely because we 
were helpless, and now we are blinded by 
intoxication of wealth and power and do not 
look at you even though you stand before 
us. (63) 
MALE: NRTA ATA | 
SA TAT ST A U AA PaaS N g% N 

O virtuous brother, let not royal fortune 
fall to the lot of one who seeks blessedness. 
Blinded by it, man fails to recognize even 
his own kinsmen and relations. (64) 


Wa aeaaea atest: | 
wie Aepat AN ATAA: eg N 
Sri Suka continued: Pariksit, Vasudeva’s 
heart melted with love as he said all this. 
Tears rushed to his eyes, as he remembered 
the love and friendship which Nanda bore to 
him and he began to weep. (65) 


Ta NE: apd WUT Mera: | 
SET ea Sher ALAA ASH AANTA SAAT | EU 


Anxious to please his friend and out of 
affection for Sri Krsna and Balarama, Nanda 
put off his departure from day to day and 
stayed there for three months receiving the 


best attentions of the Yadus. (66) 
Ad: AT: YAR: WAR: ASAT: | 
nrang aaaea: ngon 
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They gratified him and his brother— 
Gopas and other residents of Vraja, who 
had accompanied him, with sumptuous meals 
of various kinds as well as with valuable 
ornaments, silk garments and other invaluable 
presents. (67) 
ATCA BRE oiT- E AIAS A 
qamara Ute aA agird e i 

Vasudeva, Ugrasena, Sri Krsna, 
Balarāma, Uddhava and others severally 
presented him with gifts. Taking all these 


and permitted by the Yadus, Nanda left for 
his home. (68) 


qA Hays raga A RTEA | 
wa: Ai piim ngi aq: wee 
Pariksit, Nanda as well as the other 
Gopas and Gopis had left their heart at the 
lotus-feet of Sri Krsna; and they were unable 
to withdraw it from there. So, they departed 
for Mathura, leaving their hearts behind.(69) 
Tey itary qU: pA: | 
da mea gai YA: Uo N 
Pariksit, when all the friends had thus 
returned to their respective places, the Yadus, 
who looked on Sri Krsna as their deity, and 


who now saw the monsoon approaching, 
returned to Dwaraka. (70) 


WAT: HUM SAH ASST ATTA | 
aerdtitetararat Tera 9g 1 
Reaching there, they gave to the people 
an account of the grand festival in the form 
of a sacrificial performance, celebrated by 
Vasudeva, the adored of the gods, their 
meeting with friends and relations, and all 
that had happened in course of the 
pilgrimage. (71) 


RATIT TA Agee AT ATS ATA: II 2 N 
Thus ends the eighty-fourth discourse entitled “An account of Sri Krsna’s pilgrimage,” 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


Å n — =o oa 


565_ Srimadbhagavat_Part 2_Section_35_Front 


iia aa E N E a ee ee 


AA USA faaayseara: 
Discourse LXXXV 


The Lord brings back from the abode of Death His six 
elder brothers throttled by Kamsa 


MARTHA 
adras sa Wat parara | 
aasin Viet agi N g tt 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, on 
their return from Kuruksetra one morning, 
Sri Krsna and Balarama went to Their parents 
to offer Their salutations to them. Vasudeva 
received his Sons most affectionately and, 
after They had bowed at his feet, spoke to 
them as follows: (1) 


itt a aa: Aral Gaara 
aAa: ARTEA N 2 Ul 


Parīkşit! Vasudeva had heard about 
the glory of his sons from the lips of the 
sages and had himself witnessed Their 
wonderful exploits. He was thus convinced 
that They were no ordinary beings but divine 
personages. Addressing them with great 
affection, he said: (2) 


PU POT Tear AEA HAAT 
WT ST Ae AAT, WEMTAT SST TAT 3 


“O Krsna, the embodiment of Truth, 
Knowledge and Bliss, O Sankarsana, the 
Lord of the greatest Yogis, You both are 
eternal. | know You are the rulers even of 
Prakrti and Purusa (Matter and Spirit), the 
two direct causes of this universe. (3) 


aa aA Oat Tet AÀ BE AS BM Aer 
eni WTA, MAT, WATT SAAR: UX N 


You are directly the substratum and 
both the instrumental and material cause of 
the universe. Nay, You are its sole Lords, 
and it has been brought into being for Your 
sport. Whenever and in whatever form it 
exists and whatever You react upon is 


nothing but You. You are the enjoyable in 
the form of Prakrti, and the enjoyer in the 
form of Purusa, and also the ruler beyond 
them both. (4) 


Lord, You are beyond the senses 
and beyond birth, existence and other 
modifications; having created this diversified 
universe in Yourself, You have Yourself 
entered it as its Inner Controller. Appearing 
as Prana (active force) and as Jiva (cognitive 
force), it is You who sustain and nourish it. 


(5) 
monr fava Sera A: WT A: | 
URNA AS AASV S FAVES MEA Ul & Ul 


The potency possessed by the Prana 
and other forces responsible for the creation 
of the universe is in fact Your potency; for, 
unlike You, they are material and not spiritual 
in essence, and are also dependent on 
You. The activity which they exhibit is only 
apparent; the motive power behind them is 
Yours. (6) 


SHURA: WHT TAT CATT area | 
aq eet yyat Adni Tar ol 


O Lord, the lustre of the moon, the 
glow of fire, the effulgence of the sun, the 
twinkling of stars and the flash of lightning, 
the firmness of mountains, the odour and 
sustaining power of the earth—all these 
are, in fact, You. (7) 
adoi woma aa aya AAA: ! 
ait: Gal a Vet namaa |I ¢ l 


O Lord, the slaking, life-giving and 
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purifying property of water, are You. You 
are water itself as well as its taste. The 
vigour of the senses, mental energy and 
bodily strength, the activity of the body and 
its locomotion—all these, though attributed 
to the wind, really proceed from You. (8) 


fani amaS A fem: E wale aera: | 
qÀ AUTH SN strep YARA: 1 e 


The cardinal points and the space 
denoted by them are You. Ether and its 
principle sound, i.e., speech in its subtlest 
form known by the name of Para, and its 
other forms, viz., Pasgyanti, Madhyama as 
well as Vaikhari (articulate speech), consisting 
of letter-sounds and words denoting several 
objects are nothing but You. (9) 


stra fafaa a SAV dage: | 
Hasta Tar aae RA: Bat Yo tt 
The power to reveal objects inhering in 
the senses, the deities presiding over them 
and the power by which they do so are 
indeed You. The determining faculty of the 
intellect and the power of duly connecting 


various experiences, inhering in the Jiva, 
are You. (10) 


yaaa RR a Asta: | 
ARA akea VATA ITPA Be 1 


In the elements You inhere as their 
cause, the Tamasa aspect of Ahankara 
(Ego); in the senses You exist as their 
cause, the Taijasa (Rajasa) aspect of 
Ahankara; in the deities presiding over senses 
as well as in the mind You exist as their 
cause, the Vaikarika (Sattvika) aspect of 
Ahankara; and You are Maya, the cause of 
the repeated birth of Jivas, bound to Karma. 

(11) 
wWwerftag way dala cA! 
am zaam xed Prati ez i 


Just as in the various modifications of a 
substance the original substance is observed 
to be the abiding factor, so You are the 


imperishable truth behind all these perishable 
objects. (12) 


ard Tre sla TOMA AAIa AT: | 
AAT Heltur at Hera AATATAAT Ul V3 N 


O Lord! the three modes of Prakrti— 
viz., Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—and what 
are known as their modifications, the Mahat- 
Tattva etc., are, in fact, assumed in You, 
the transcendent Brahma, through Your 
wonderful Yogic power. (13) 


Te Seat rear até wala fanfa: | 
va SY fama ATMS: N LY I 


Therefore, these modifications viz., birth, 
existence, growth, etc., do not exist in You. 
When they are projected on You, then only 
they appear in You, who appear as 
permeating them. At other times, however, 
when they cease to be so projected, e.g., 
during deep sleep, You remain in Your 


absolute state, unconnected with these 
modifications. (14) 


yume piagem Ra: | 
Tit yamm Haie PAR: neu ii 
This universe is but a continuous 
flow of the three Gunas. They who fail to 
perceive the subtle presence in it of Your 
absolute state as the All-Soul get entangled 
in the meshes of Karma due to their 
identification with the body and have to 
undergo repeated births and deaths in this 
world. (15) 
aga Jat We ge etsy | 
WA WaT aa Tet ATTAR I gS N 
O Lord, providentially | have attained in 
this land of Bharatavarsa the rare gift of a 
human body, endowed with vigorous senses 
and organs, and yet under the influence of 
Your Maya (enchanting power) my life-time 
has been frittered away in utter neglect of 
the main purpose of my existence. (16) 


amai mA è meann 
eena vary ad TN V9 11 
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O Lord! You have bound the whole of 
this universe with ties of affection having 
their roots in self-identification with the body 
and the feeling of meum with regard to 
those connected with the body. (17) 


qai a a: Yat mgA ÀA | 
AAT AA AMSAT TU LE 


| know You are no other than the Lords 
of Prakrti as well as of all individual souls, 
and not my sons. You have come down for 
the destruction of the Ksatriyas, who have 
become a burden to the earth; You Yourself 
spoke like that in unambiguous terms to me 
at the time of Your descent. (18) 


aa menna wantac- 
Moana | 


Talay ate wr aaa: 1 8 N 


Therefore, O Befriender of the afflicted, 
| have sought for protection this day Your 
lotus-feet, which alone dispel the fear of 
transmigration haunting those who have 
taken shelter with them. | am fed up with 
this much of craving for sense-enjoyments. 
It was under the influence of this that | have 
so long identified myself with this mortal 
body and looked on You, the Supreme, as 
my child. (19) 


aie 7 wre varsit at 
daa seat Frad | 
faenar 
at ae yA Soma AYRAN Ro N 


O Lord, in the lying-in-chamber You 
said that, though unborn, You had, as a 
matter of fact, been manifesting Yourself 
through us in different pairs each time for 
defending Your own laws. Like the sky, You 
assume diverse forms and cast them off, 
even though You are one and infinite. Who 
can know the secret of Your wonderful 
potency—Yogamaya? All people extensively 
sing Your glories. (20) 


anoe EGGIGEI ba MI [igi HaT: | 
Wes UIAA: MENATA PRTI 22 1 
Śrī Śuka resumed: Hearing these words 
of His father, Vasudeva, Lord Sri Krsna, the 
crown-jewel of the Yadus, began to smile. 
Bowing in all humility to His father, He 
replied in sweet words as follows: (21) 
MUTA TAA 
oat a: mmi adage! 
TA: UA, ARYA TRAM Sale: WRU 
The glorious Lord said: Father! we 
are your sons; you have in these words 
expounded the highest philosophical truths 
to us. We accept as true whatever you 
have said. (22) 
ae ganar gÀ Wt RAIRA: | 
adalat agers AIN: WERT 23 N 
Yourself, my venerable brother, Śri 
Balarama, myself, these citizens of Dwaraka 
and all others including the mobile and 
immobile creation should be regarded as 
Brahma, O jewel among the Yadus! (23) 


BAM Be: aA oT TTT: | 
amyn YAY ARTA vl 


O father! the Self is really one, self- 
effulgent, eternal, identical with the body etc., 
and unqualified; yet it projects the Gunas out 
of Itself, and in the bodies of the various 
creatures evolved out of these Gunas it 
appears as diversified, perceptible, transient, 
distinct from the body etc., and qualified. (24) 


T areata setepary AMAL | 
faa TT AAAS ATA Ut 2 N 
Just as each of the five elements— 
ether, air, fire, water and earth—though 
one in essence, appears differently in its 
different products and can be distinguished 
as manifest or unmanifest, meagre °F 
abundant, and so on, so the Self too appears 
as many through Its various adjuncts. (25) 
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MIE Faq 
Ga WaT WT ASA ST 
et PSA TOOT IAAT STAT BE 


Sri Suka continued: Pariksit, hearing 
these words of the almighty Lord, Vasudeva 
was rid of his sense of diversity, and delighted 
at heart, became silent and drove away all 
thoughts from his mind. (26) 


aa aa Hess tant wdeaar 
TASHA WT: GATT AT BATT 1 9 1 
Devaki, who represented all the deities 
in her person and was also present there 
when this conversation was going on, was 
greatly astonished to hear that her Sons 
had brought back the deceased son of 
Their preceptor from the abode of Yama. 
(27) 
PUNTA aS GAM heats tar | 
St PUTT Wie Aaa eA N Vz N 
Recollecting her sons who had been 
done to death by Karhsa, she felt agitated 
in mind and, addressing Sri Krsna and 
Balarama with tears in her eyes, piteously 
spoke thus: (28) 


RIFJA 
wa mAN POT AANER | 
Aè at faragni fage it RR 1 


Devaki said: O Balarama, the delighter 
of hearts, Your nature is beyond the ken of 
mind and speech; O Krsna, You are the 
supreme Lord even of great masters of 
Yoga. | know You to be the rulers of even 
Prajāpatis (the progenitors of all creation) 
and manifestations of the most ancient Being, 
Sri Narayana Himself. (29) 
SH TETETATAM MATA TATA | 
Auha fH Au 3o N 

They say You have descended on 
earth through me this time for the destruction 
of kings who having lost through flux of 
time their virtues and excellences are 


transgressing the injunctions of the 
scriptures and have, therefore, become a 
burden to the earth. (30) 
TATUM favarahrcrarear: | 
Yafa fener fasai are Met TWAT tl Bz N 
O Soul of the universe, it is well-known 
that from Your part manifestation in the 
form of the Spirit proceeds Maya and from 
Maya, the three Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas; and from a particle of these Gunas, 
proceed the creation, growth and dissolution 


of the universe. Today, | resort to You for 
protection. (31) 


eagan e aerfa | 
Rag: Ae Wa EATA N 3? N 


| have heard that being urged by Your 
preceptor, Sandipani, and guided by 
Providence, You brought back his son, who 
had died long before, from the abode of 
Death, and thereby discharged Your debt to 
the preceptor. (32) 


aM A Hed art Bat Ayya | 
UGTA TA aT SATA 33 1 
The Lords even of masters of Yoga as 
You are, | desire that You should similarly 
grant my desire also, and bring my sons, 
who had been done to death by Karsa, so 
that | may see them and bring satisfaction 
to my eyes. (33) 
wea] 
Ua aAA Aen TA: FONTS IT | 


Ure afafa 3% ui 

Sri Suka went on: Thus directed by 
Their mother, O scion of Bharata, both Sri 
Krsna and Balarama, with the help of Their 
Yogamaya, (divine power), entered the 
subterranean region of Sutala. (34) 


a: AAAs AAA AA: 1 34 ul 
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When Bali, the king of demons, saw 
the Soul and adorable object of the universe 
as well as of his own manifested in the 
dual form of Sri Krsna and Balarama enter 
Sutala, he sprang at once from his seat and 
with a heart overflowing with joy at Their 
sight, greeted Them alongwith his family. 


(35) 
wat: ware awed 
fafacaredst ee 
an wga a~ 
aaa aa pa ag FNAN 


Full of delight he offered them excellent 
seats and, when both these divine 
personages were seated on them, so the 
tradition goes, washed Their feet and 
sprinkled on his head as well as on all the 
members of his family that water which 
purifies the whole universe from Brahma 
downwards. (36) 


mima a oat fafa- 
daramang ATÀ: 


maaana aN: 
maaan AA ZON 


Then Bali duly worshipped Them by 
offering Them valuable clothes, ornaments, 
sandal-paste, betel-leaves, lights, dishes 
sweet as nectar and other sumptuous articles, 
and surrendering his all, including his family, 
wealth and even his self to Them. (37) 


weet T4 TETE N 34I 

With a heart saturated with love he 
bore the Lord’s lotus-feet again and again 
on his bosom and on his head, so the 
tradition goes, his eyes bedimmed with tears 
of joy, and his hair standing on their ends; 
and in a voice choked with emotion he 
prayed to the Lord as follows, O protector 
of men ! (38) 
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afreara 
WAA Fed AA: pA ATA | 
meaa EA WA N 3S 1 


Bali said: O Rāma, You are infinite. 
You are so great that manifestations like 
Sesa are all included in You. O Krsna, 
embodiment of Truth, Knowledge and Bliss ! 
You are the Creator of the universe. The 
path of Knowledge and the path of Devotion 
have both been originated by You. You are 
the Absolute, the Supreme Spirit. (39) 
aghi at fe art Gerd areg | 
THR AMAA TA: WIC ATA lt YO N 

Surely Your sight cannot be easily 
obtained by ordinary beings through their 
own effort and yet through Your grace, it is 
so easy to gain. For You have today of 
Your own accord vouchsafed that to us, 
whose temperament is predominantly 
Rajasika and Tamasika. (40) 
deae: gfe: | 
aaa Aena YARATAR: 1 8 I 
Rerama aa ART | 
Fret agire ai aA a ATERT: 1 8? N 

O Lord, we and other beings similar to 
us, viz., Daityas, Danavas, Gandharvas, 
Siddhas, Vidyadharas, Caranas, Yaksas, 
Raksasas, PiSacas, Bhitas and the leaders 
of Pramathas, instead of adoring You through 
devotion, constantly bear deep-seated grudge 
against You, whose Form is the very 
embodiment of the Vedas, a manifestation 
of the purest form of Sattva. (41-42) 


PGA TM Be BAM: | 
FM CARTE: AH: ATTA: I 63 I 


That is why some of us through inveterate 
hatred, and others through devotion with 
some interested motive, have been SO 
closely united with You as has not been 
possible even for gods possessed of 4 
Sattvika nature. (43) 
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giaa weet MINNI 
qaaa A Aa pA TN w% N 


O Lord of masters of Yoga, even great 
Yogis often fail to comprehend the true 
nature and mode of operation of Your 


Yogamaya. How, then, can we be expected 
to know it? (44) 


wt: Wale Faaa- 
KEEA. I ESE WIA 
Raa farage 


VA BAS sa aAA I we Ut 
Therefore, O Lord, be pleased to grant 
that my mind may obtain a firm hold on Your 
lotus feet, which are sought after even by 
those who are free from all desires, so that 
by resorting to them | may be able to get out 
of this dark well of a householder’s life, and 
under the shelter of those feet, which are the 
sole refuge of the world, may attain peace 
and tranquillity and move in the world without 
any company. And if | have to associate at 
all with anybody, let it be with those saints, 
who are friends of all. (45) 


Teor rear ape A: WaT | 

WAM ggss ArAnA it EU 
Lord ! You are the Ruler of all beings in 

creation. Pray, make us sinless and advise 

us that course by following which with faith 


man acquires immunity from injunctions and 
interdictions. (46) 


MUTA TAT 
TAT ATA: FSA HOTA WASAN | 
aa: h Wegdier Yat ara we N 


The glorious Lord said: O chief of 
demons ! in the first Manvantara, presided 
over by Swayambhuva Manu, Marici had 
six sons through his wife Urna. They were 
all gods. They laughed when they saw 
Brahma intent upon sexual intercourse with 
his own daughter. (47) 


ee eer a ce ee 


SAM Sal AeA TSM haaf AAT: | 
PU AT AAT TAT ASAA RAR 1 SS I 


On account of this misdemeanour on 
their part they were cursed by Brahma and 
had to take birth in the Asura race as the 
sons of Hiranyakasipu. Thence they were 
transferred to Devaki’s womb by Yogamaya, 
and were murdered by Karsa as they were 
born. O chief of the Daityas, mother Devaki 
grieves for those children of her own, who 
are now with you. (48-49) 


Ba Wa Woes Wave | 

Ae: Bare aien cites ATA FEAST: N o N 
For removing the sorrow of our mother 

We propose to take them from here. They 

will thereby get completely freed from their 

curse once for all and will happily return to 

their celestial abode. (50) 


aata: oe: TAT: TESA TUT | 
wise wares Grate wanes ue N 
Their names are Smara, Udgitha, 
Parisvanga, Patanga, Ksudrabhrt and Ghrni. 
By My grace, all the six of them will regain 
their original happy state. (51) 
SARA A Tae SRT OPA | 
qeka Wg: Wares R N 
Pariksit, having thus explained Their 
mission to Bali, the two Brothers took the 
children with Them and, duly worshipped 


by Bali, returned to Dwārakā and handed 
over the children to mother Devaki. (52) 


AL SST ATH Sat CAE | 
ukemi eRT: 143 N 
At the sight of those children, milk began 
to flow from the breasts of Devaki through 
excess of maternal love. Placing them on 


her lap, she embraced them and repeatedly 
smelt their crowns. (53) 


Wa ET i gaegae | 
Aa maa aoda gfe: wads ux ii 


Overwhelmed with emotion at the touch 
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of her children, she suckled them with great 
delight, deluded as she was by the Lord’s 
Yogamaya, which takes the form of affection 
in order to keep the cycle of creation going 


on. (54) 
dai WATT: Wags TEA: | 
ARUN: UKTI 


The milk in Devaki’s breasts was veritable 
nectar; for it was the remnant of what had 
been tasted by Sri Krsna. Having suckled 
such milk and, blessed with the touch of the 
Supreme Lord, they attained knowledge of 
the Self. (55) 
tT Tha Mars cant fat ar! 
frost adya again AART 4S Ut 

They now bowed to Sri Krsna, the 
Protector of cows, mother Devaki, their father, 
Vasudeva, and Balarama, and ascended 
the abode of the celestials in the presence 
of all. (56) 


a gear cant edt garai 
A afar aai pores tera FT uo N 


Mother Devaki was astounded to see 
her deceased children return to earth and 
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then depart again, and concluded that it 
was nothing but a sport of Sri Krsna, O 
protector of men! (57) 


Wefan PUTT WAIT: | 
Gated GR ATTN GS N 


Sri Krsna, O scion of Bharata, is the 
same as the Supreme Spirit; His powers 
are unlimited. Endless are His exploits which 
are so wonderful as this. (58) 


vattanqdcntdatird 
wreatyact AeHAcH Igy 
Urata aera mA TANT N Yg N 
Sūta resumed: O sages, the fame and 
glory of Sri Krsna are immortal. The stories 
of His sports rid the world of all sins and 
bring delight to the ears of devotees and 
saints. They have been narrated by the 
revered Sri Suka, son of Vyasa, himself. 
He who constantly hears them or repeats 
them to others gets his mind fixed on the 
almighty Lord, and attains His abode of 
eternal Bliss. (59) 


IITA TA TATA EAA: Il C4 N 
Thus ends the eighty-fifth discourse entitled “Sri Krsna brings back His deceased 
elder brothers from the abode of Bali”, in the latter half of Book Ten 


of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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TA SARANA: 
Discourse LXXXVI 
Subhadra carried away by Arjuna; the Lord’s Grace on Srutadeva 


Idara 
qen Aaaa: TAS TAROT: | 
aaa fast ar aA, aret i g 


King Pariksit submitted: O sage, we 
desire to know how my grandfather, Arjuna, 
married Subhadra, the sister of Balarama 
and Sri Krsna, who was my grandmother? 


Sri Suka replied: Pariksit, wandering 
over the earth in the course of his pilgrimage, 
the powerful Arjuna went to Prabhasa and 
heard there of his maternal uncle’s daughter, 
Subhadra. (2) 
caters weet arerdifa A ae! 
aRar: a aRar Arari RATATAT 3 Ut 

He further learnt that Balarāma would 
give her away to Duryodhana, but not others. 
Eager to win her he went to Dwārakā 
disguised as a recluse bearing a triple staff 
symbolic of renunciation. (3) 


q à aie aeaea eiee: | 
GR: masg Aaa A: US N 


There Arjuna spent the four months of 
the monsoon intent upon accomplishing his 
object. He was every now and then honoured 
by the citizens as well as by Balarāma, who 
could not identify him. (4) 
Ural yia RAA Pat TAL 
agigi Agi aa a ray 

One day, so it is said, he was invited as 
a guest by Balarāma and brought to the 


palace, where he partook of the dishes 
offered with reverence. (5) 


Asua me p AART 
Aep rovers a a A À NS N 
There Arjuna saw the youthful maiden, 
Subhadrā, who captivated the heart of great 
heroes. With his eyes blooming with joy at 
her sight, he set on her his heart agitated 
with passion. (6) 
m i arà Aa mA gai 
wat difsaonit AART i O N 
Subhadrā too fell in love with him as 
soon as she saw him, ravishing as he did 
the heart of women. She cast her bashful 
glances at him and fixed her heart and eyes 
on him. (7) 
at t maA nR: | 
IAA yi maa: KANAAT i e N 
Focussing his thought on her alone 
Arjuna looked for an opportunity to run 
away with her. His mind being distracted by 
an overwhelming passion for her, he had 
no peace of mind. (8) 
ma aaa wet gia 
mena: AÀ: POA AT ERA: N N 
With the consent of her parents, Devaki 
and Vasudeva, as well as of Sri Krsna he 
took her away one day even as she drove 
out of the fort in a chariot to visit an important 
temple. (9) 


TRA ATE PRIVATE WET 
faster caigrat aM Faye gSa Nl Qo N 
Taking his seat in her chariot Arjuna took 
up his bow and put to flight all the gallant 
warriors who tried to intercept him. In the 
midst of Subhadra’s own people screaming 
in distress, Arjuna stole her away just as the 
king of beasts would carry away its prey.(10) 
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eR qid wa: ududa naofa: | 


a: HVA EATA N Ve 1 


Hearing of this, Balarāma was agitated 
like the ocean on a full moon and got 
pacified only when Sri Krsna and other 
friends and relations clasped His feet and 


tried to appease His anger. (11) 
Wisi Raet amaia Se: | 
BD EIRIS ENO INCECOUL TE NVM" 


Then Balarama joyously dispatched for 
the bride and the bridegroom presents in 
the form of abundant wealth and articles of 
household use and a number of elephants, 
chariots, horses and male and female 
servants. (12) 


aR Sara 
Pura fess: aca set Ma: | 
POH UTM Tote: Mra: HTS: 1123 N 
a sare facey fafaerat Teter 
aieas Naaa: exis 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit, at 
Mithila, the capital of the Videha territory 
there lived a jewel among Brahmanas, 
known by the name of Srutadeva, who had 
all his objects accomplished by virtue of his 
single-minded devotion to Sri Krsna and 
was tranquil of mind, full of wisdom and 
destitute of attraction for sense-objects. 
Though he lived the life of a householder, 
he performed all his duties and lived on 
whatever subsistence came to him without 
any effort. (13-14) 
arama AREA GUTTA | 
arh arate Te: frags aera: N gy N 

Everyday he got by the will of Providence 
as much as was barely necessary for his 
sustenance, and not a bit more. Fully 
contented with this, he discharged all his 
duties in a proper manner. (15) 


an TATU SS ACMI Sit Me | 
fet Prem surare neg N 


Dear Pariksit, the then ruler of Mithila 
was similarly devoted to the Lord. He was 
known by the name of Bahulaswa. He was 
absolutely free from egotism. Both the king 
and the Brahmana were beloved of Sri 
Krsna, the immortal Lord. (16) 


TÀ: WAT WTA ae hE TA | 
aed Moh ARNIE Waal WA: Ul Vo N 


Pleased with them both, the almighty 
Lord once mounted the chariot brought by 
Daruka and drove to the kingdom of Videha, 
accompanied by a number of seers. (17) 
ANT amats: POT TASHA SSAUT: | 
Be Tela: Hat AAAA: I Vz 

The celestial sage Narada, Vamadeva, 
Atri, my father Krsnadwaipayana Vedavyasa, 
Parasurama, Asita, Aruni, myself (Suka), 
Brhaspati, Kanwa, Maitreya, Cyavana and 
others formed the party. (18) 


wa at AMT UT wre FTI 
TARY: TAGE We: AANE Ve 1 
At every stage in the course of the 
journey, O protector of men, the citizens 
and villagers waited upon Him with offerings 


in their hands, appearing as He did with His 
followers like the sun surrounded by planets. 


(19) 
n = > 


BULGE AEA G Ie IE DESALRIE 

IÀ a man- 
Radari qa uda: it 20 tl 
O king ! during that journey of the Lord, 
the men and women of Anarta, Dhanva, 
Kurujangala, Kanka, Matsya, Paficala, Kunti, 
Madhu, Kekaya, Kosala, Arna and those 
belonging to other territories drank with their 
eyes the nectarine beauty of His lotus-like 
countenance, enlivened by His winsome 
smiles and loving glances. (20) 


wea: aaneren: 
ae Reaperi a aa! 
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R ; ; supe 
Tet MARARA N 22 N 

On those people, from whose eyes the 
scales of ignorance had completely fallen 
through His sight, Sri Krsna, the Teacher of 
the three worlds, conferred by His very look 
insight into the Truth as well as final beatitude 
(the fruit of such insight) and hearing even 
as He advanced His own glory, sung by 
gods and men, which illumined the quarters 
and drove away all evil. In this way the Lord 
slowly journeyed to Videha. (21) 


asai WATS UT ATE FT 
auiqufearere AETA: 1 22 N 
Pariksit ! delighted to hear of the arrival 
of Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord, the people 
of the city of Mithila and of the adjoining 


villages, all came forth to receive Him with 
offerings in their hands. (22) 


FSA A SACs WIHT: | 
aaah: sagan TPL 23 
At the sight of the glorious Lord, their 
faces brightened and the buds of their hearts 
opened through ecstasy. With their heads 
bent low and with folded hands they greeted 
the Lord and His accompanying sages, of 
whom they had only heard before. (23) 
TARTS Arad Taal A SATOH | 
Aa: adaya ures: Taq: WÙ: N 38N 
Realizing that Sri Krsna, the Teacher of 
the world, had come to shower His grace 
on them, the king of Mithila as well as 
Srutadeva, fell at the feet of the Lord. (24) 


rae arenas we fest: | 
Are: ara Bod, Heisei N Ry N 


With joined palms they both 
simultaneously invited Sri Krsna, a scion of 
Daśārha, alongwith the sages to partake of 
their hospitality. (25) 
wetted ga: Aafaa | 
sudaa Aequreat acta: ul RG I 


Accepting their invitation, and with 
intent to please them both, the Lord 
simultaneously entered the residence of both 
in two separate forms, unperceived by the 
other one. (26) 


ATA GU Sch: CATE TATT | 
AMICAAATNY, GST, ETT: U RO N 
The king of Videha, Bahulaswa, was a 
high-minded prince. Finding that Sri Krsna 
and others, whose very name could not 
reach the ears of the unrighteous, had 
called at his house uninvited, brought 


excellent seats for them and seated them 
all comfortably on them. (27) 


wage sedecarentacter: | 
AT ASA WATT ASM HUTA: N 2S N 
ASSAM Ae VA Waa STAT | 
TATUM Th CUSTOMS: 22 N 
His heart leapt for joy through intense 
devotion, and his eyes were bedimmed with 
tears. Bowing to them, he washed their feet 
and sprinkled that all purifying water on his 
head and on his relatives and worshipped 
the Lord as well as the divine sages by 
offering them sandal-paste, flowers, textiles, 
ornaments, scented fumes, lights, oblations 
of water, cows and oxen. (28-29) 


am aera amea 
aia frat: HARET ti 30 1 
After they had been heartily fed, 
Bahulāśwa placed the feet of Sri Krsna, 
who was no other than Lord Visnu, on his 
lap and gently pressing them, and delighting 
Him with sweet words, joyously prayed as 
follows. (30) 
WHAT 


vary fe Aaya mei tag Fait | 

aa Teast UNA att Ta: 1320 
King Bahulaswa said: “O Lord, You 

are the soul of all created beings, the witness 

of all hearts and self-effulgent. You have 

presently revealed Yourself to us, who have 


540 + SRIMAD BHAGAVATA = 


[Dis. 86 


been constantly contemplating on Your lotus- 
feet. (31) 
maani HAA AAT 
eT AA: ST: fre: N 32 N 
“O Lord! You have appeared before us 
just in order to vindicate that statement of 
Yours which You have often declared, viz., 
that neither Sri Balarama, who is Your second 
Self, nor Your better half, Laksmi, the 
goddess of beauty and prosperity, nor even 
Your child, Brahma, are dearer to You 
than the one who is exclusively devoted to 
You. (32) 
ary eT fers TAT | 
PSA IAAT AAT ARTS: UN 33 N 
“lg there any man on earth who would 
abandon Your lotus-feet even after he has 
come to know that You offer Your very self 
to those sages of serene mind who regard 


nothing as their own, not even their body. 
(33) 

asada adres zor dA | 
ay fart AIA AeA TAIN It 3Y I 
“Appearing in the race of Yadu, You 
have extended Your glory which is capable 
of wiping out the sins of all the three worlds 
in order to put an end to the transmigration 


of men revolving on the whirligig of births 
and deaths. (34) 


AAA UTA HONTaTHUSATA | 
qama RÀ gi AT FAA 34 Il 
“Hail to You, the almighty Sri Krsna of 
unrestricted wisdom, who have taken to 
austerities in their mildest form in the person 
of the divine sage, Narayana. (35) 


fofa nafaa oor er it Frere fies: | 
ada: wera Arte Fra: PN Be N 
“Be pleased to stay in our house, O 
infinite Lord, for some days alongwith the 
sages, and sanctify this line of descendants 
of Nimi with the dust of Your feet.” (36) 


Seah aa WaT Tae UTA: | 
sara pay Heat afer TATA Nt 319 11 
O Pariksit ! entreated thus by the king, 
Sri Krsna, the almighty Lord, the Protector 
of the worlds, stayed on at Mithila in order 
to confer blessings on the men and women 
of the place. (37) 

HALAS AA Wt EAR TT | 
AT HA FRET FAT ATA AAT Tl Be 1 
Dear Pariksit ! like the king of Videha, 
the Brahmana Srutadeva too was overjoyed 
to find Sri Krsna, the immortal Lord, and the 
sages arrived at his door and bowing to 
them all, he began to dance in joy waving 
his cloth: so the tradition goes. (38) 

H:I 


Gkkice iibegiubici UNE] 
TATA aisa AAT 3S 1 


Bringing raised seats made of straw and 
mattresses of Kuśa grass from inside his 
cottage or from his neighbours, he requested 
the guests to sit on them and, greeting them 
with words of welcome, he gladly washed 
their feet alongwith his wife. (39) 
ACTA HUM STA EATR 
waa sg AMANATA: N ¥o Il 

With that water the highly blessed 
Brahmana sprinkled himself as well as his 
house and his people, and felt that all his 
objects had been accomplished. He was 
literally transported with joy. (40) 


afer ET RÅTE: 
INTUTE aAA 
qin aafaa il X. N 


Then he propitiated all with whatever 
articles of worship could be easily procured, 
namely, fruits (offered by way of an 
auspicious present) and other offerings such 
as sandal-paste, flowers, incense and lights, 
cool, scented and sweet water, scented 
earth for washing one’s hands and feet 
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with, Tulasi leaves, Kusa grass and lotuses 
as well as food which promotes the quality 
of Sattva. (41) 


a ahaa dt FAAS, 
pregà uae HTA: | 

a: Padtaterearerophy: 
aT | areaTePay RT: 42 N 


He reflected: “I wonder how this meeting 
has been possible for me, condemned as | 
am to this hellish life of a householder, with 
Sri Krsna and these sages, who have 
enthroned Him in their hearts, nay, the very 
dust of whose feet brings sanctity to all holy 
places.” (42) 


qien paaga SATA: | 
PUA SATA STATA: 1 ¥B Ul 


When the guests had partaken of his 
hospitality and were comfortably seated, 
Srutadeva alongwith his wife, children and 
other relations, waited on them, and, touching 
the feet of Sri Krsna, his principal guest, 
addressed them as follows: (43) 


ga Fara 
ma À gH ura: Wt RAEN: | 
aii RnR: FLA OTST TTT US II 
IN Wa: EN AANA | 
year Ah Ul A A ATAA MS Ut 


Śrutadeva submitted: Lord! You are 
the Supreme Person beyond Prakrti and 
the Jivas. It is not for the first time that You 
have come to our view today. For, You 
have been with us since the very beginning 
of creation, when, having created the universe 
with the help of your potencies, You entered 
it as its Soul even as a sleeping person 
Creates with his mind itself a peculiar dream- 
world of his own through his ignorance and, 
entering that world himself, appears in various 
forms. (44-45) 
USA Meat yya ayaa | 
Wt aaam URAC AAMT I SE Ul 
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You shine in the heart of those men 
who constantly hear and repeat Your stories, 
worship and bow to Your images and talk 
with one another about You and have their 
heart purified thereby. (46) 


EASRA: A TETT 
ARRES AT TAL 9 N 


Though present in their heart, You are 
remote from those whose mind is distracted 
by activities of various kinds and temporal 
duties. Though beyond the grasp of the 
various faculties of the mind, You are, on 
the other hand, proximate to those who 
have developed the excellent qualities of 
their heart by singing and hearing of Your 


glories. (47) 
ws sena weet 

arent AAAA | 
PAO OTT TA 

El DIEE GETEEL N20 


My salutation be to You, who are the 
Supreme spirit in the eyes of those who 
know the Self; whereas before those who 
regard the body etc., which are other than 
the Self, as their self, You come, as death 
allotted by Yourself. You are the ruler of all 
effects as well as of their cause. Your Maya 
cannot screen Your vision, though it screens 
the vision of all others. (48) 


ae me aye a: fH ta Hae 

Wear FUT AT AE MATA: 11 8 N 
O self-effulgent Lord ! pray, instruct us, 

Your servants, what service we should render 


to You. The sufferings of men disappear as 
soon as You come to their view. (49) 


RIJE IIA 
agni war wor | 
Tear wm ni yiga FII Lo I 

Sri Suka continued: Hearing these 
words of Srutadeva, the Lord, who dispels 


the agony of those who betake themselves 
to Him in all humility, took the Brahmana by 
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hand, and smilingly said as follows: so the 
tradition goes. (50) 
CIRUGIG CIE 
qipata wearers A Ti 
aha War HTL OT: OTST: 1 4S 
The glorious Lord said: Srutadeva! 
know that these great sages have come 
here only to shower their grace on you. 
They move about with Me, sanctifying the 
world with the dust of their feet. (51) 


Zar: Sarin dat egret: | 
WA: UA ATT ASAE TATA 4 Ul 


The images of gods, holy places and 
sacred waters purify one slowly by sight, 
touch and worship after a long time; the 
saints, however, do so at once. Nay, the 
gods etc., too derive their sanctifying virtue 
through the very sight of exalted souls. (52) 
ATION AAMT SAT ASAT UOTE | 
aaar aerar Pee Feary Ache Ga: 1 43 I 

O Śrutadeva! the Brāhmaņa by his 
very birth is superior to all beings in this 
creation, the more so if he is endowed with 
austerity, learning, contentment and devotion 
to Me. (53) 


a were fd nAg 
adaenat fag: adla TEAN LY N 


Even this Personality of Mine, endowed 
as it is with four arms, is not dearer to Me 
than the Brahmana. Indeed, the Brahmana 
is an embodiment of all the Vedas, while | 
am the embodiment of all gods. (54) 


quam aada: | 

Te at aumata aaga: 1 yy I 
Men of crooked understanding, who do 

not know this truth, regard only idols as 
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worthy of adoration and, full of jealousy, 
disregard the Brahmana, the preceptor of 
the world, who is the same as | and their 
very soul. (55) 
arent faye war À eA eA: | 
Agua AeneA feat HART N 4s UI 
By perceiving Me in all, a Brahmana 
bears in his mind that this universe consisting 
of mobile and immobile creation and the 
various categories such as the Mahattattva 
that contribute to its existence are but My 
manifestations. (56) 


TATE HATA AT TA AAT | 
Wea Baha SHAT AIT TTA: 11 49 UI 


Therefore, O Srutadeva, worship these 
Brahmana sages with faith, regarding them 
as My own selves. If you do so, | shall have 
been directly worshipped, but not by any other 
means, even through enormous expenditure 
of wealth and show of splendour. (57) 

MY FAA 
aged nyss: MEH Esra | 
TATA AAPA AMAT 4 N 

Sri Sukadeva said: Instructed as 
aforesaid by the Lord, Srutadeva worshipped 
Him as well as the sages as one with their 
own self, and through their grace attained 
oneness with God, the goal of the pious. 
Bahulaswa, the king of Mithila, too attained 
the same exalted state. (58) 


We CUA USP STAY ART 
Sfiratssfava want wget 48 Ut 


Pariksit ! just as the devotee loves God, 
God too loves the devotee. He, therefore, 
stayed on with His two devotees and, having 
taught them the ways of the righteous, 
returned to Dwaraka. (59) 


IRITI TA TERMITAS ArT: I CE Il 
Thus ends the eighty-sixth discourse entitled “Sri Krsna’s Grace on Srutadeva”’, 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


——1 ren 


ST aaria Sear: 
Discourse LXXXVII 


A Song of Praise uttered by the Vedas in their living form 


wifegara 

we Savarese Pept oraaa: | 
wma Uta ta: Bat Aaa: UU 

Pariksit submitted: How can the 
Sruti texts, dealing as they do with the 
three Gunas (material phenomena), refer 
directly to Brahma, the Absolute, which is 
indefinable and beyond the three Gunas 
and transcends both the Cause (the 
Unmanifest) as well as the effect (the visible 


universe)? (1) 
RYH IIA 


Geta WO, SATS, WY; | 
Tare I ware MT Se SHOTS Al 2 
Sri Suka replied: The almighty Lord 
evolved the intellect, senses, mind and the 
vital airs of the innumerable Jivas, embodied 
souls for their enjoyment of sense-delights, 
acts of being born and so on, for enjoying 
the delights of the various worlds and for 
final beatitude in the shape of cessation of 
all speculation. (It is with the help of these 
that one can determine the real import of 
the Sruti texts, which as a matter of fact 
deal with Brahma alone). (2) 


a gute wait gat gaT 
TEAM UAE Me AA Tadao: tt 3 
This indeed is the well-known secret of 
the Vedas relating to Brahma, treasured up 
by Sanaka and others, more ancient even 
than the ancient. Whosoever cherishes it 
even now will be shorn of identification with 
body etc., and attain blessedness. (3) 


aa à cuter fe arent aa AAT | 
Mey a Paya Axil 


On this subject | shall narrate to you a 
story connected with the divine sage, 
Narayana, and shall also reproduce as 
follows the dialogue between the celestial 
sage, Narada, and the sage Narayana. (4) 


Weel ARG cary wes, water: | 
mg zé ad ANTONY II 
BS maasi IAT FTA OTA | 
adane RAAT: =I 


Going about the worlds, on one occasion, 
the sage, Nārada, beloved of the Lord, 
went to the hermitage of the sage, Narayana, 
in order to see the immortal seer, who has 
from the very beginning of the Kalpa 
(cycle) betaken Himself in this land of 
Bharatavarsa, for the prosperity and spiritual 
well-being of men, to a life of asceticism, 
coupled with piety, Self-Knowledge and 
dispassion. (5-6) 


auae: nera: | 
wii wase PEEN ON 


Bending low with reverence, O jewel 
among the Kurus, Nārada put this very 
question to the divine sage, who was seated 
there in His hermitage, surrounded by sages 
inhabiting the village of Kalāpa*. (7) 


ae ga mag yua | 
a ma: y aAa ART ¢ N 


In the midst of other Rsis, who were all 
listening, the divine Sage Narayana actually 
gave to him the following reply, which 
embodied the gist of a discussion bearing 
on the topic of Brahma, held among the 
ancient Rsis (Sanaka and others) of Janaloka 
(the fifth heaven). (8) 


* Another name of Badarikasrama, where the 


famous shrine of Badrinatha is now situated. 
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MATA 

Tena seed hsa WT! 
aaa AT esd ATL R N 

The divine Sage said: O Narada, son 
of Brahma, the self-born, of yore there took 
place a meeting, for exchange of views 
regarding the true nature of Brahma, in 
Janaloka, of sages born of Brahma’s mind 
and dwelling in that sphere, who were all 
lifelong celibates (lit, who had directed the 
flow of their generative fluid upwards). (9) 


Aa MANY WEARS AT AATTRSTT It Fo tl 
On one occasion when you, O Narada ! 
had departed to Swetadwipa to see Lord 
Aniruddha, the Ruler of that island, a form of 
Lord Visnu, there ensued among the Rsis 
of that sphere a masterly and thorough 
discussion concerning Brahma, the Absolute, 
about which the Vedas too remain silent. 
There in that assembly arose the same 

question which you have just put to me. 
(10) 


Trae: Pity ACA TATA: | 
ait ag: Wea MAAST R N 
Though equal in point of learning, askesis 
(self-abnegation) and practice of virtue, and 
although friends, foes and neutrals were 
alike to them, they treated one of themselves, 
viz., Sanandana as an expounder of truths, 
while the rest remained inclined to listen. 
(11) 
ated SAA 
mgema yai ae Rn: | 
Aaa Seraapetorts: ATA: TN Ltt 
am wart wart AAAA: | 
WAS Aa Aetna era: 1 g3 Ul 
Sanandana said: At the end of Pralaya 
(the period of Dissolution of the universe) 
the deities presiding over the Sruti texts 


and sprung up from His very first breath 
awakened the Supreme, who had been 
lying asleep, as it were, all the time alongwith 
His innumerable potencies (Prakrti, Purusa, 
Time and so on), having swallowed this 
universe evolved by Himself—through the 
following hymns indicating His true character 
in the same way as bards depending for 
their subsistence on an emperor call on 
him, while he is still asleep, at daybreak 
and awaken him with songs of praise, 
celebrating his exploits that contribute to his 
excellent fame. (12-13) 


FAPACTAS SHAT A ASTM: 1 g8 N 


The Srutis prayed: Manifest Your glory, 
reveal Your exalted nature, O unconquered 
Lord ! Root out the nescience, which has no 
beginning, of all the Jivas invested with an 
immobile or mobile body—nescience which 
has assumed the three Gunas, Sativa, 
Rajas and Tamas, for an evil purpose viz., 
obscuring the blissful nature of the Jivas 
and thereby throwing them into bondage, 
possessed as You are of all divine attributes 
by virtue of Your own essential nature, O 
Awakener of all the powers in those souls! 
The Veda is able to describe You only 
when during the period of creation You 
sport in conjunction with Your Maya 
(beginningless divine energy) or exist in 
Your absolute state. (14) 


ERU GE ASAT AAT ATA 

ad saree apada fapa 

aa RÀ aaa maaa 
ma Vat yia aaa TOTA 24 I 


The wise recognize this known (seen 
and heard of) universe to be no other than 
Brahma (Yourself), because it is Brahma 
alone that remains when all else is dissolved 
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and because it is from and into Brahma (the 
material cause)—which remains unchanged 
that the universe (Its evolute) emanates 
and returns even as the earthenware are 
evolved out of and disappear into clay. 
Hence, because of Its being the material 
Cause of and, therefore, comprising the 
entire universe, the Vedic texts have 
concluded as referring to You whatever is 
contemplated with the mind (that is, the 
import of words,) and uttered with the tongue 
(viz., the names). How could the feet of 
men placed anywhere on earth be regarded 
as not placed on the earth itself? (15) 


Wa afa a USAT AEA I VE Il 

Therefore, O Lord of Maya (consisting 
of the three Gunas), the wise have taken a 
plunge into the ocean of nectar in the 
shape of Your stories that wash away the 
impurities of all men, who sing them—and 
thereby shed their threefold sufferings. What 
wonder, then, that they should get rid of 
their afflictions, who, having conquered by 
dint of their Self-Realization the tendencies 
(evil) of their mind in the shape of attraction 
and repulsion etc. as well as the effects of 
Time, such as old age, O Supreme, 
contemplate on Your essential character 
Consisting of eternal consciousness and bliss. 


(16) 
gaa sa vaya Ate Asafa 
aeaea AGEA: | 
RIELE UIKE IRE iae Es LETERE E E a: 
Weed: Ut AY aANT V9 N 


People live (justify their existence only) 
if they are obedient to You, i.e., follow Your 
commandments or else they simply breathe 
like bellows. You are that creative principle 
by whose grace (interpenetrated by 
which) Mahattattva (the principle of cosmic 
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intelligence), Ahankara (the cosmic ego) 
etc., though insentient, have brought into 
being this egg-like universe including this 
microcosm; nay, it is You who animate all 
the five sheaths with which the soul is 
invested, assuming the shape of those 
sheaths and permeating them as their 
material Cause, although, as a matter of 
fact, You are the ultimate Substance 
underlying all phenomena, beyond the gross 
as well as the subtle, that which remains 
(after everything else has disappeared) as 
the Reality. (17) 


sarod aq Parra pugs: 
Raugi game GE 
Wa sma aa ama fer: wa 
Wake aq Paes Awaba pa i Ve N 


Out of the many paths leading to God- 
Realization, chalked out by the seers of old, 
men of gross vision (lit., having their eyes 
blinded with gravel) contemplate on Brahma 
as presiding over the spiritual centre called 
Manipuraka located in the abdomen: while 
the sons of the sage Aruna, who are 
possessed of a subtler vision, contemplate 
on Brahma as manifested in the centre 
known as the Anahata Cakra located in the 
cavity of the heart, the organ from which 
the veins and arteries branch out in various 
directions. Thence proceeds upwards, O 
infinite Lord, the artery known as Susumna, 
the supreme effulgent channel leading to 
You, to the crown of the head, the seat 
of the spiritual centre known as the 
Sahasrara. Reaching this path men do not 
fall again into the jaws of death here. 

(18) 


ay aramea qa am mi 
aasa aaa WaT I 22 N 


Entering as it were the diverse types of 
living organisms evolved by Yourself, though 


546 * SRIMAD BHAGAVATA = 


[Dis. 87 


as a matter of fact, You already existed in 
them as their material Cause, and assuming 
those forms, You shine through them as 
high or low like fire which, though 
undifferentiated in itself, assumes diverse 
shapes according to the shape of the fire- 
wood. Therefore, men of unclouded 
judgment, who do not expect any (worldly 
or other-worldly) reward for their actions, 
recognize Your true nature as the one 
immutable, undifferentiated and uniform 
Substance in those unreal forms. (19) 
taafi at 3 g 
Ae Yes ACCESI EE Eae GIRI ake | 
ofa i aia rad Pomract 
qaa sues gR yA fayette: 1 2o N 
The Vedas speak of the Purusa, the 
individual soul, dwelling in these bodies 
shaped, as a result of its own deeds, by 
itself—though, as a matter of fact, it is not 
limited by anything which is of the nature of 
a cause or an effect—as a part made as it 
were out of You, the Wielder of all potencies. 
Having thus determined the nature of the 
Purusa, the wise on this earth, full of faith, 
adore Your feet, at which all acts enjoined 
by the Vedas are offered and which, as a 
result of such offering, put an end to rebirth 
for all time. (20) 


UU 


Some, who have got over their fatigue, 
caused by revolving on the whirligig of 
births and deaths, by diving into the ocean 
of nectar-like stories relating to You—who 
have assumed personal forms for the 
purpose of revealing the truth about Your 
own Self, which is so difficult to realize— 
and who have renounced their home as a 


result of their fellowship with devotees 
revelling like swans in the lotus of Your 
feet, do not aspire even for emancipation, 


O Lord! (21) 
mea poaae- 
vata dag cate fect fra areata a 


A aa TR SACU SHAT 
Te EÀ HINT YA: 1 221 


This human body, which is like a nest* 
for the soul, that has been compared to a 
bride flitting from one body to another in the 
course of its mundane existence, when it 
follows the track leading to You, behaves 
as our own self, benefactor and loved one. 
People, however, do not find as much delight 
in You—who are ever favourably inclined 
towards them and are their true well-wisher 
and loved one, nay, their very Self—and kill 
their soul by pampering this body and those 
connected with it, which are all unreal, and 
by cleaving to which they are thrown into 
wretched wombs like those of dogs and 
swine and revolve in this mundane existence, 
which is full of great fear. Oh, what a pity ! 


(22) 
feasa ee T- 
qa sA aAA Aq: TACIT | 
Ra mayen 
aÀ TAT: AASER: Ul 23 


By thinking of You, Your enemies too 
have realized the same truth which ascetics 
that have controlled their breath, mind 
and senses and rigidly practised Yoga 
contemplate in their heart. The women, 
cowherdesses of Vrndavana, who set their 
mind on Your delicate, long and stout arms 
resembling the body of Sesa, taking You to 
be a finite being, and even we, who look 
upon You as equally present everywhere 
and hold fast to Your lotus-feet, are all 
equal in Your eyes. (23) 


* Etymologically the body has been spoken of as a ‘Kulaya’ because it gets dissolved into the earth 


after death (at tiaa ). 
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feat 4 at VIASAT peA Tew Vx M 

Alas! what individual of posterior birth 
and death can possibly know You, who are 
anterior to all and from whom came forth 
Brahma (the first sage), after whom appeared 
the two classes of gods, viz., those presiding 
over the Indriyas, mind etc., and those 
presiding over the heavenly regions. When, 
withdrawing everything into Yourself at the 
end of creation, You repose (as now), there 
exist at that time neither the gross 
phenomena (ether etc.) nor the subtle such 
as the Mahattattva and Ahankara, nor the 
product of both, viz., the psychophysical 
organism nor the flux of time nor anything 
else nor the scriptural texts by means of 
which You could be known. (24) 


smaa: Bat yR a a fret 
Rui eaaa a setae: | 
Rryma: uate fret aeea 
waa A Wa: WT A ANRA I 24 I 


They who posit (as the Vaisesikas do) 
the coming into existence of that which did 
not exist before, viz., of this world as an 
evolute of Matter, or who affirm as the 
Naiyayikas do, the cessation known by the 
name of Liberation, of that which exists 
(viz., suffering of twenty-one kinds), as well 
as they who admit (as the Naiyayikas or 
Sankhyas do) of diversity in the soul or who 
declare (as the Mimamsakas do) the fruit of 
actions in the shape of enjoyment here as 
well as hereafter to be real inculcate all this 
on the ground of misconception alone. Since 
the conception of diversity with regard to 
the soul based on texts such as “The soul 
is composed of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti)” is caused by ignorance about You, 
the latter cannot exist in You, who are 
above such ignorance, Knowledge being 
Your very essence. (25) 


agaaa NRS N 


All this objective universe, consisting of 
the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti)—which 
is a projection of the mind alone—including 
the Jiva, which is referred to as the self, 
though unreal, appears as real because 
of its being superimposed on You. The 
knowers of the Self, however, recognize 
this entire universe, both subjective and 
objective, to be real because of its being a 
projection of their very self. Just as those in 
quest of gold do not reject its modification 
in the shape of gold ornaments because 
of its being gold itself, so is this universe, 
both in its subjective and objective aspects, 
concluded by such knowers of the Atma 
to be their very self inasmuch as it is 
evolved and interpenetrated too by the Atma. 

(26) 
da ut à aaa 
asa ussa ara fore fase: | 
untae ugha fint faaea ai- 
wate prea: Ga Paka a a aT: 11 2 1 

They alone who worship You as the 
Indweller of all created beings take no 
account, and set their foot on the head of, 
Death. You keep bound, on the other hand, 
with the word of God in the form of the 
Vedas, as so many beasts with a rope, 
even the so-called wise to their respective 
duties. Indeed they who have cultivated 
love for You are able to purify themselves 
as well as others; but not so they who have 
turned their face away from You. (27) 


TATA: Tishaa 
wa agea meena ET: | 
aysana favagsir 
fageta aa a catia Haaga: N 22 1 


Though devoid of organs of sense etc., 
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in Your formless aspect, You wield the 
powers of all the organs, self-dependent as 
You are (and hence requiring no such 
instruments). As the rulers of subcontinents 
bear tribute to the suzerain Lord of the entire 
globe and at the same time unreservedly 
enjoy the tribute collected from their own 
people, so do Brahma and others (the 
creators of the universe) as well as the other 
divinities (guardians of the various spheres, 
and those presiding over the ten Indriyas 
and mind etc.) united as they are with Maya, 
which has no beginning, bear tribute to You 
and gladly partake of the oblations offered 
by human beings through the sacrificial fire. 
Afraid of You, they do that work to which 
they have been appointed by You. This is 
the form of tribute they bear to You. (28) 


Rne: ep Aeg 
Ra sdam aR me age aa: | 
aR wens aaa FW A 
fara sarees aa Vet sea N 3R I 


When, O Lord who are eternally free, 
the desire to sport with Maya, which has no 
beginning, appears in You, who are beyond 
that Maya, the countless species of mobile 
and immobile creatures, endowed with a 
subtle body made up of the latencies of 
their Karmas and brought into existence by 
Your very look, come into being. To You, 
who are untainted like the sky and bear 
resemblance to the void in point of subtleness 
and are supreme in every respect, none is 
kindred or alien so that the disparity among 
created beings is traceable to the divergence 
of their Karma and not to any partiality in 
You. (29) 


aRar gangy afe aAa- 

wale a meda Ara ya AN | 

afa a aai aafaa Prag wear 

qamqa aai HaAgEAA II 3O N 
If the Jivas (embodied beings) are held 

to be infinite in number, everlasting and all- 
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pervading, their subordination to another's 
will cannot be maintained because of their 
equality with one another as well as with 
Yourself any more than Your control over 
them, which could be possible only in the 
opposite case i.e., if they were held to be 
limited in number, short-lived and finite, O 
eternal Lord! For that Brahma alone could 
be the ruler of the Jiva, as whose evolute it 
has come into being and which is inseparable 
from it as its material cause and is equally 
present in all, nay, which is practically 
unknown to those who claim to know it, 
since whatever comes to be known is known 
imperfectly only. (30) 


A Wed sea: Walaqeransa- 
CHAT MARAT A TATTITAT | 
vata a gÀ ad fafan: wa 
afta garota weft AARAA: 138 UI 


The birth (coming into being at a 
particular point of time) of Prakrti (primordial 
Matter) or of Purusa (Spirit) does not stand 
to reason inasmuch as both of them are 
declared in the scriptures as birthless or 
without beginning. Living beings, on the 
other hand, come into existence only when 
the two, viz., Prakrti and Purusa, matter 
and spirit, come to be united (mistaken 
for one another), just as bubbles appear 
on the surface of water through the 
interaction of air and water. Since the birth 
of the Jivas in this way is only apparent and 
not real, that is why they get merged in 
You, the final Cause, with all their several 
names and attributes in the state of Liberation 
even as rivers disappear into the sea or 
(during dreamless sleep) just as all kinds 
of nectars of flowers get dissolved into what 
is ultimately known by the name of honey. 

(31) 
TT Wa mam waar yt 
wala gresu gafa agaa 
aada ward da ae yale: 
wate piian wer 221! 


Dis. 87] 


« BOOK TEN « 


549 


Perceiving the misapprehension in the 
shape of self-identification with the body 
etc., implanted by Maya, Your deluding 
potency, in these human beings, men of 
sound judgment develop intense devotion 
that grows every moment to You, who are 
capable of putting a stop to their 
transmigration. How can the fear of birth 
even haunt those that worship You, since 
Your frown in the shape of the wheel of 
Time as represented by a twelve month 
with its threefold rim as consisting of the 
three parts of the year, viz., winter, summer 
and the rainy season, inspires terror again 
and again into the mind of those alone who 
do not resort to You as their asylum. (32) 


fatratimargfineraaregat 

a ge Gaba aquiaciterurahae: | 
AMAA: AAA Wat 
ators gaa aapa wert 33 1 


They who endeavour to break the most 
restless steed of their mind—unsubdued 
even by those who have controlled their 
senses and breath too—neglecting the feet 
of their preceptor, and taking great pains 
over other devices for mind-control, remain 
beset with a hundred and one calamities in 
this world like merchants that have not 
secured a pilot for their vessel in the sea, O 
birthless Lord ! (33) 


PRAT a eT 

rata ofa fee ort saa strat aaa | 

sft mmi aÀ wa wat 
yaa at fag fag ARRAT N 3% N 


What is to be gained by men through 
kinsfolk, progeny, their own body, wife, 
wealth, houses, land, nay, their very life 
and chariots etc., while You, the real Self of 
the man seeking shelter in You, the 
embodiment of all blessings, are there by 
his side? Indeed, what object in this 
inherently perishable world, intrinsically shorn 
of all substance, can really gratify those 


who are unaware of this aforementioned 
truth, viz., Your being the sole embodiment 
of real happiness and are striving for the 
false pleasure of married life? (34) 


A ype ERER 3A Il 

Sages who are devoid of all pride 
and treasure Your lotus-feet in their heart 
and the water washing whose feet is 
accordingly capable of destroying the 
entire sin of those who sip it or sprinkle it 
on their head and eyes etc., yet resort to 
the numerous holy lakes and rivers and 
places of pilgrimage on the surface of the 
earth, since it is there that they secure the 
company of exalted souls. For, they who 
set their mind but once on You, their 
very Self, the embodiment of everlasting 
bliss, no longer remain attached to their 
household, which drains the very best in 
men in the shape of their judgment, fortitude, 
forbearance, peace of mind and so on. (35) 


aa 
uefa Am ahead 
wa a 
at TM A aA | 
aera fara 


SaN REST NBR NI 


If itis argued that this objective universe 
is real in that it has evolved from the Real 
(God), this proposition is surely disproved 
by critical examination. The fact of an effect 
following the nature of its cause varies in 
certain cases, as for example a son is 
found to be different from his father; while in 
some other cases the evolute of a real 
substance is known to be false just as the 
perception of a serpent following from a 


peat la iy, canoe 
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real substance, viz., a rope, is false. It may 
be objected here that it is not the rope 
alone but the rope coupled with ignorance 
which is responsible for its being mistaken 
for a snake. Our reply to this objection is 
that) the world (too) is a product of both 
(viz., Brahma and Avidya); hence it is not 
real. If the world is held to be real because 
it serves our purpose and discharges some 
function too, our reply is that for explaining 
worldly transactions the illusory nature of 
the universe is, on the other hand, more 
welcome to us; for worldly transactions will 
be carried on by blindly following past 
traditions. Your word in the shape of Vedic 
texts declaring the reward of ritual acts as 
real, deludes by its manifold powers of 
expressing, indicating or suggesting a 
meaning only those dull-witted persons, who 
have been blinded by their excessive faith 
in Vedic rituals. (36) 


EGP EILE GIESE GILG EE ESEE IAIE-SCAN 


Since this phenomenal world neither 
existed in the beginning, i.e., before creation, 
nor will it survive after dissolution, hence it 
is concluded that during the intervening 
period too it falsely appears in You, the 
absolute Existence. Therefore it is likened 
(by us, the Vedas) to the ways of the 
diverse manifestations (e.g., an earthen jar, 
ear-ring etc.) of material substances (like 
earth, gold and steel). Therefore, ignorant 
are they who recognize this unreal world, a 
mere play of fancy, to be real. (37) 


a aaa CaM Ta TOTS A, 
watt mE Ae YAAA: | 
wana maa maga creat 
ma masega RAAN: 320 


Ever since under the influence of 
Maya (Your deluding potency) the Jiva 
(soul) embraces ignorance which has no 
beginning, it identifies itself with a body, 
senses and so on (Products of the three 
Gunas) and then, acquiring the characteristics 
of these, viz., the body etc., undergoes 
transmigration, its conscious and blissful 
divine nature being obscured. You, on the 
other hand, ever keep that ignorance away 
even as a serpent casts off the slough, 
retaining Your divinity and possessed of 
infinite power, and shine in Your eightfold* 
glory. (38) 


AMT aheteaciale NAA: N 3RN 


If strivers outwardly engaged in subduing 
their senses, mind etc., do not tear the 
roots of passion planted in their heart, You 
remain difficult of access to such vile 
persons, though ever present in their heart 
even like a gem on the neck of a man, 
though forgotten by him. And for Yogis, 
passing by this name but given to the 
gratification of their senses, O Lord, there is 
misery from both sides, viz., from Death, on 
the one hand, that has not turned his back 
on him, here and after death, on the other, 
from You, whose truth remains unrealized 
by him. (39) 


He who has come to know You in 
reality no longer feels the impact of joys 
and sorrows that follow from good and evil 
acts committed in past lives and coming in 
relief by Your will, prone as You are to 


* The eightfold glory denotes here the eight Siddhis or su i = 
j 1 j eig supernatural powers enumerated in the wor 
on Yoga, viz., Anima, Laghima, Mahima, Prapti, Prakamya, Īśitva, Vaśitva and Kamavasayitva. 
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requite them according to their merit or 
demerit; nor does he recognize in that state 
the commandments of the Vedas, which 
are no longer binding on him inasmuch as 
he has risen above them by virtue of his 
being no longer identified with his psycho- 
physical organism, intended as they are 
only for those identified with their body. 
This is but natural; for, ushered into the 
heart through the ears even by men who 
have not realized Your truth day after day 
with the help of teachings handed down 
from age to age to all, O Lord with sixfold 
divine properties, You are eventually 
attained by them in the form of final beatitude. 

(40) 


gaa wa a A agaaa 
aa TEMS AAT AA TATUM: | 
Esa tale aha aaa Be ae 
Teale fe eA AAT: N 8g 1 


Even Brahmā and others, the rulers of 
the heavenly regions, could not reach Your 
limit (farthest end), nor even You, because 
of Your being limitless. You, in whom, indeed, 
driven by time, float together, like particles 
of dust in the air, multitudes of cosmic eggs 
alongwith their seven sheaths, viz., earth 
and so on, each of which is ten times as 
large as the one enclosed by it! That is 
why we, Śrutis, finding our end, i.e., the 
goal in You, become fruitful in You, describing 
You indirectly as we do by negating 


everything other than You, including 

ourselves. (41) 
MUTA TAA 

FATE HAV: UAT TATA | 


PTT: Perea ATATS SAT MATT MY 1 


The Lord, the divine Sage Narayana, 
continued: Having heard in this way the 
aforesaid exposition regarding the Self in 
the shape of the eulogy uttered by the 
Vedas in their living form, and realized 
the true nature of the Self, and thereby 


achieved their end, as it were, Sanaka and 
others, the celebrated mind-born sons of 
Brahma, who were already accomplished of 
their purpose, now paid their homage to 
Sanandana, their preceptor for the time 
being. (42) 


SAMA AMATO a TTR: l 
mya: yraa eA: tt 83 N 


In this way was churned out by the 
exalted souls, Sanaka and others, who are 
the earliest born among the entire creation 
and course through the air, unconcerned as 
they are with everything—the essence of all 
the Vedas (their earlier portion, consisting 
of the Samhitas and their exegesis, the 
Brahmanas), the Puranas and the Upanisads 
(the later portion and the crown of the 
Vedas). (43) 


TA AG AAEM S AHA SUA | 
AAPA Mi HT HATA St OTT Ul BY A 
Cherishing with faith, O Narada (son of 
Brahma), this exposition relating to the Self— 
which is capable of burning out all the 
desires of men—perambulate you at will 
the globe as well as the other spheres 


typified by it. (44) 
Ale FAI 
Wa a altos tees TEA SATS STAT | 
yi: sent mae Aa g: wen 
Sti Suka went on: Receiving thus with 
reverence what was imparted by the divine 
Seer, Narayana, the sage Narada, who had 
full control over his mind, who was fully 
accomplished of his purpose, nay, who ever 
bears in mind the teachings of the scriptures 
and observes the heroic vow of perpetual 
celibacy, submitted to Him, O king! as 
follows: (45) 


ARG sara 
TTT maA PUTA | 
Ù rat Tasers: Hew: WE N 


Narada prayed: Hail to the celebrated 
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Lord Sri Krsna of stainless glory in You, 
who assumes charming forms for putting 
an end to the repeated birth of all created 
beings. (46) 


Farag asia Wear: | 
AAMAS ATA, Hrs UAT Fi v9 I 


Bowing low in this way to the Sage 
Narayana, the most ancient seer, as well as 
to His high-souled disciples, Narada 
proceeded from that place to the hermitage 
of my father, the sage Dwaipayana, who 
was directly present there at that time. 


(47) 

aura mam paR: | 
TÀ Ae SULA ATAU STATA Ut SC N 
Welcomed by the divine sage, Vyasa, 
and having taken his seat, Narada 
reproduced to him the aforesaid hymn 
chanted by the Vedas in living form, as 
heard from the lips of the sage Narayana. 
(48) 


FAAS AT WS IA: WIA: PAKAN | 
am aaay Frits Haya Mt Se I 


In this way has this hymn, sung by the 


Vedas, been reproduced by me, O Pariksit, 
describing how the mind as well as the 
Veda could penetrate Brahma even though 
the latter was indefinable and untouched by 
the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti), which 
precisely was the question that had been 
put to us by you. (49) 
aside anfeneattert Asana 
q: gedena ya AAU Te YL: MULT T: | 
SAVE VEIT HA: eres AM 
a haad aae BRA Yo II 
One should constantly meditate on Sri 
Hari, the Dispeller of all fears, who in His 
absolute state keeps Maya, the prime cause, 
at a distance; who plans this universe and 
continues at the beginning, middle and end 
of it; who is the Ruler of both the Unmanifest 
Prakrti and the Jiva, the embodied soul; 
who, having created this universe and 
entered it forthwith alongwith the Jiva, evolves 
bodies for the Jivas and controls (maintains) 
them; and having attained to whom the Jiva 
sheds ignorance (that has no beginning) in 
the same way as a man fast asleep loses 
consciousness of his body. (50) 


AGATA AAMAS ATA: Il 219 II 


Thus ends the eighty-seventh discourse entitled “A Song of Praise uttered by the 
Vedas in their living form,” forming the theme of a dialogue between 
Narada and the divine Sage Narayana, in the latter half of Book Ten 

of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known 
as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STATCSTI AAA S SAAT: 
Discourse LXXXVIII 


Lord Rudra rescued from trouble 


vaara 

agg a aa a 
TR TT A a gag: Ute ATL g N 
King Pariksit submitted: Those among 
the gods, demons and men that worship 
Lord Siva, who has spurned all enjoyments, 
are generally found to be wealthy and 
enjoying the pleasures of sense; but not so 
those who are devoted to Lord Visnu, the 
Spouse of the goddess of wealth and 
consequently endowed with all enjoyments. 
(1) 

Uae Sagres: AST AEM fe A: 1 
faegeiterat: mAg sora Tf: N 
We are accordingly eager to know how 
it is that the lot of those worshipping the 
two, Lord Siva and Lord Visnu, of contrary 
disposition, is quite the opposite of what 
might be expected. Great indeed is our 
doubt on this point. (2) 


AJP TAIT 
fora: Raga: yaa farce qoriga: | 
anita aaye frau 


Sri Suka replied: Pariksit! Lord Siva 
ever remains united with His Sakti (Energy). 
He is invested with the three Gunas and is 
the deity presiding over Ahankara (the 
Cosmic Ego), which is threefold in character, 
viz., Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika. (3) 


Tat fare sere STNG He 
sae, aiai watered TRAN X N 


Out of these three varieties of Ahañkāra 
are evolved the sixteen final evolutes (viz., 
the mind from the Sattvika type, the ten 
Indriyas from the Rajasika and the five 
gross elements from the Tamasika). He 
who worships the deity presiding over anyone 


of these obtains access to all forms of 
earthly prosperity. (4) 


afte Plo: area, TET: WRT: W: | 
a adequser ¢ aa Pot wag i 


Lord Visnu, on the other hand, is the 
Supreme Person Himself, far beyond Prakrti 
and devoid of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti); He is omniscient and the witness 
of all hearts. Anyone worshipping Him is rid 
of the three Gunas. (5) 


Amad wet aera: | 
sue wad A TERTE S N 


Pariksit! at the conclusion of the 
Aśwamedha sacrifices your grandfather, King 
Yudhisthira, while listening from the lips of 
the Lord to an exposition of the various 
types of sacred duties, put this very question 
to Sri Krsna. (6) 
Woe wae Uta: BTA Wy: | 
Pri A: Jamaa Asat aS: FET 9 N 

Parīkşit! Sri Krsna, the almighty Lord, 
who appeared in the race of Yadu for 
ensuring the highest good of men, felt much 
pleased to hear the question and spoke to 
the king, who was eager to listen, in the 
following strain: (7) 


MATA TATA 
Teepe RA agi wa: 
TAS AT CAST SS Pa 1 
The glorious Lord said: Him on whom 
| shower My grace | gradually deprive him 
of wealth. His own people thereupon forsake 


him when he is thus reduced to penury and 
stricken with sorrow and deprivation. (8) 


a ae aadA Prac: tare sear | 
Wet: pate PRA Wee S N 
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aa WA Bed Fast HAARA 
Hal Ai eres RAA Asta GA: N Yo N 
When, striving once more with intent to 
acquire wealth, he finds all his attempts 
abortive (through my grace) and, getting 
disappointed, makes friends with My 
devotees, that is the time | show My special 
grace to him, whereby he attains oneness 
with that supreme infinite Brahma which is 
very subtle and, therefore, difficult to 
comprehend and consists of pure 
consciousness and Truth. That is why people 
turn their back on Me as One very difficult 
to please and proceed to worship other 
deities. (9-10) 


AAA STV AAT AENA START: | 
Ta: WAR ater ARAA tl R N 


Elated through the royal fortune obtained 
through such worship from gods who are 
quickly propitiated, they get intoxicated with 
pride and go astray. Forgetting the very 
gods that conferred boons on them, they 
neglect them. (11) 

aye Fava 
moma §sataoyfsrarea: | 
PE MAMAS S FA TA A AAA: N 22 N 

Sri Suka continued: Dear Pariksit! 
Brahma, Visnu, Siva and the other gods have 
the power to curse as well as to bless. Of 
these again, Lord Siva as well as Brahma 
get propitiated and angry soon and are, 
therefore, very prompt in blessing as well as 
in cursing, but not so Visnu. (12) 
sa AeA «= aT 
genre Patent at STATS ST HRH N V3 N 

In order to illustrate this truth, the wise 
relate an ancient anecdote showing how by 
conferring a boon on the demon Vrka, Lord 


Siva, who has His abode on Mount Kailasa, 
got into trouble. (13) 


gent AAT: YA: GA: UPA ARE 
geass UTS cag Fry aif: uw ew 


Pariksit! meeting the celestial sage, 
Narada, on the way, this evil-minded 
demon, Vrka by name, son of Śakuni, 
inquired of him which of the three gods 
(Brahma, Visnu and Siva) was quick to 
propitiate. (14) 


a ate oa fireren, Rreg | 
ASA Ama TAT FAT Ul gY N 


The sage replied, “Betake yourself to 
Lord Siva. You will thereby gain your object 
very soon; He it is who is soon pleased 
with a small measure of merit and gets 
angry equally quickly through a slight offence. 

(15) 
SRT: adaa | 
yadagi Fa At BT HAREA RRN 

“Pleased with Ravana, the ten-headed 
monster, and Bana, the demon, who simply 
glorified Him like bards, He conferred on 
them immense wealth and power, and 
courted serious trouble thereby, in that 
Ravana uprooted His very home, Mount 
Kailasa, while Bana secured from Him a 
boon that He should ever guard his city.” 

(16) 


zakeen Sead LAMA: | 
MEN AA HAT AS RTE ATI 89 N 


Instructed thus by Narada, the demon 
worshipped Lord Siva, the Destroyer of the 
universe, propitiating Him by means of 
oblations of his own flesh out of his body 
through the mouth of fire at the sacred 
spot of Kedara, a summit of the Himalayas. 

(17) 


saree fra maS | 
Rrisqrad aR aAA 2 N 


Unable to gain the sight of the Lord 
even after worshipping Him in this way for 
six days he proceeded out of despair, on 
the seventh day, to lop off with his sword 
his very head, the hair on which were 
wet through a dip in the holy waters of 
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that place, and offer it as an oblation to Lord 
Siva. (18) 
dal mae: a ysife- 
ar aa Saat hers sae | 
faa deat pt 
a YT SURRA: SU 
O King! the highly merciful Lord 
Siva, who wears matted locks on His head, 
rose out of the flames, brilliant like the 
god of fire, and, holding Vrka by the arms 
with His own, deterred the latter from that 
terrible act, even as we would deter a 
friend from committing suicide. Through His 
blessed touch the demon was whole again. 
(19) 
we ameni qoia À 
aorta fora a A 
Wea aaa yor wae- 
Tel amass YMA FAT MU Ro N 
The Lord said to him, “O dear one, 
enough of this, no more of this. Ask of Me 
any boon of your choice, and | shall grant 
it to you. | should be pleased with a little 
water offered by men who resort to Me. Oh, 
in vain is this body tormented by you so 
cruelly.” (20) 
ea a aa Uta at TATE 
TTT cht feo areata aR N Rg M 


The highly wicked demon thereupon 
sought from the Lord a boon which was 
terrifying to all beings. He said, “On 
whosesoever head | should place my hand, 
would perish.” (21) 


AeA MTA SA FAA SA ATTA 
AA vedere sai aan eeu 


Hearing that request, O scion of Bharata, 
Lord Rudra looked grave, as it were, for a 
moment, and then laughingly said, “Amen !” 
He thus conferred on him a boon, which 
was as good as giving milk to a serpent. 

(22) 


Bah: ASAT TA Were: | 
a agami eiA PRATAR: | 
Taree MAY ASRR ARREA: N 33N 
Thus assured by the Lord, the said 
demon was as a matter of fact possessed 
with the desire of laying his hands on 
Goddess Parvati; and in order to test the 
efficacy of the boon, the demon, it is said, 
proceeded to place his hand on the head of 
Lord Sankara Himself. The all-blissful Lord 


now got dismayed at His own act of granting 
that boon. (23) 


wage: Hae: Waa, HATA: | 
Waa feat YA: HSA MESH ll 2¥ I 
Trembling in great fear, He fled before 
the Asura, who now pursued Him. He 
covered the whole length of the earth and 
heavens and reached the very end of the 
cardinal points; but finding the Asura still 


pursuing Him, ran further in a northerly 
direction. (24) 


STAT: uaa Teo aT ALENT: | 
Aa SHUG USAT AAA: TAL 3Y 


Finding no remedy for the trouble, all 
the great gods were dumb founded. Finally 
Bhagavan Sankara went to the shining region 


of Vaikuntha, lying beyond the sphere of 
Prakrti. (25) 


OA ARTAUT: AAA UAT TTF: | 
VAM aes Aa Aaa a TTA: N VE 
It is the realm of Bhagavan Narayana, 
the supreme resort of recluses who, having 
taken a vow of complete non-violence have 
attained perfect tranquillity of mind. On 


reaching this region one does not return to 
mundane life. (26) 


ian aed Seat wary SPST: | 
FU WAS YA ASAT AP TATAAT lt 219 11 


Seeing Siva in that miserable plight, 
from a distance, Bhagavan Narayana, who 
removes all affliction, assumed the form of 


556 + SRIMAD BHAGAVATA «= 


a young Brahmacari (religious student) by 
dint of His Yogamaya (wonderful creative 
power) and appeared before Vrkasura. (27) 


tanNar eaaa aT | 
anaana a i paaa 2 N 


Adorned with a girdle made of Muñja 
grass, black deer-skin, a staff and a rosary 
of Rudraksa beads, He shone by His lustre 
like the fire. Holding a bunch of Kuśa grass 
in His hand, He hailed the Asura most 
humbly. (28) 

MATA TAA 
MEAT TAL SAH MA: h STATA: | 
qvi faai Ua ss HATA Ul RS N 

The Lord, disguised as a Brahmacari, 
said: “O Vrkasura, evidently you are much 
fatigued. Have you covered a long distance? 
Rest Yourself awhile. This body is the source 
of all blessings. Why do you put it to 
unnecessary exertion? (29) 
alga: samai aorta fa | 
OTA WT: qif: Tara EA Ul 30 Ul 

“Mighty as you are, please tell me, if the 
matter is fit for our ears, what you have set 
your mind upon. For people generally seek 


to accomplish their object through persons 
chosen for their help.” (30) 


Aye FAA 
Wa mam get aaga i 
masa aA RTA Be Ul 
Sri Śuka went on: Pariksit! thus 
questioned by the Lord in words raining 
nectar, as it were, the Asura felt refreshed 


and related to Him in order of sequence all 
that he had done. (31) 


MUNA TAA 
Ud wale agreed a ad seeing | 
BY Sarg Uys UI: WARTS 32 N 
The Lord said: “If it is so, then we do 


not believe his words. Do you not know that 
under the curse of Daksa He has adopted 
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the ways of Pisacas (evil spirits)? He is now 
the ruler of Pretas (genii) and PiSacas. (32) 


afe aera fast ares Te | 
amy, Carer Bet ST WATT 33 N 


“O lord of demons, if you still repose 
faith in Sankara as the Teacher of the 
world, the truth may be verified by you this 
very instant, O dear friend, by placing your 
hand on your own head. (33) 
aged aa: mst: Heifag aaa | 
aad Weare A Ae AHA FA: Ul 3% 

“O chief of Asuras, if the words of 
Sankara are found to deviate from truth in 
any wise, you had better do away with that 
liar so that he may not live to utter a 
falsehood again.” (34) 
set maahad: a ATA: | 
Rre: ri meet paT 34 N 

The words spoken by the Lord were so 
very sweet and cast such a magic spell on 
him that he lost his reasoning power, and 
the wicked Asura in utter forgetfulness placed 
his hand on his own head. (35) 


amaaa Aran aaga ga OTAI 
Sa AH: TSE: m prsa AA Nt BE N 
Instantaneously he fell down with his 
head split as if by a stroke of lightning; and 
shouts of triumph, salutations and applause 
were raised by the gods in heaven. (36) 


ya: aii et À gR! 

ieat Aaa: Haea: ii 39 Il 
On the sinful Vrkāsura having been 

killed, gods, manes and Gandharvas rained 


showers of flowers, and Bhagavan Sankara 


was redeemed from a precarious situation. 
(37) 


Teh frites wart ear: | 

Ba ta maa UGS LAA UAT NI 34 Il 
We: HY Feat seta pafa: | 

Ai care fey fara parre ATT Ul 28 l 
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The almighty Lord Visnu thereupon said 
to Sankara, who was now free, “O Lord! O 
supreme Deity, this wicked Asura has been 
killed by his own sins. O Lord, having actually 
sinned against the great who can possibly 
be happy? Much less could he be happy who 
did wrong to You, the Lord and preceptor of 
the universe”. (38-39) 


a WAM PATA STA: 
ve mma UAT R: | 
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mda Fg a 
aa dafafiretenfifr: u wo 

Sri Hari is an ocean of powers, which 
are both incomprehensible and beyond the 
range of speech. He is no other than the 
Supreme Spirit beyond Prakrti. He who 
relates or listens to this story of His rescuing 
Lord Sankara from trouble gets completely 
freed from the cycle of births and deaths 
and is rid of the fear of enemies. (40) 


sf at > 3 i fiari ) F 
SERA ATCT ATATS ATA: I ZC Il 
Thus ends the eighty-eighth discourse entitled “Lord Rudra rescued (from trouble),” 
in the latter half of Book Ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


CS ES C AMLE IGLE sear: 
Discourse LXXXIX 
The three chief-gods put to test by the sage, Bhrgu; the Lord 


brings back the dead 


Aye IIA 
mea? WNA: HANNA 


Rad: amni freaeiterg At ATTN g N 

Śrī Suka began again: O king, on one 
occasion great sages assembled on the 
bank of the Saraswati for exchange of views 
on the object of life and the means of 
attaining the same. In the course of their 
discussion a question came up before the 
assemblage as to which of the three lords 
of creation, viz., Brahma, Visnu and Siva, 
was the greatest. (1) 


wea fara + a yi aed FT 
PAY THAT: SYS AT HAT: ATTA 2 I 
a aa veut wit aah mag 
TA Hl WTA WHA FST ATTA N 3 


O king, the Rsis actually deputed Bhrgu, 


sons of a Brahmana 


one of Brahma’s sons, to ascertain out of 
curiosity the fact. With intent to know this 
truth, Maharsi Bhrgu first visited the court of 
Brahma, and with a view to testing Brahma’s 
forbearance and other qualities, did neither 
bow to him nor offer any praises. Brahma 
got angry with him and looked as if burning 
with his majestic glow. (2-3) 
a Meer AAT WY: 1 
HVA TM afg AM RSSA: 1% N 
But considering that the insult was offered 
by his own son, Brahmā, the self-born, 
subdued the anger of his heart within his 
mind by force of reason, just as one 


extinguished fire by water, which is an evolute 
of fire itself. (4) 


aa: haama A ad eat NEYT: | 
uel WAN Fer wat HATIAN 
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From Brahma’s court the sage Bhrgu 
went to Kailasa, the home of Siva. Seeing 
that it was his own brother, Bhrgu, who had 
come on a visit to Him, Lord Sankara, the 
supreme Deity, rose in great joy from His 
seat and proceeded to embrace the sage. 


(5) 
Tor Bt SAAR FI 
meyers i Sq fares: ng N 


But Bhrgu avoided his touch saying, “l 
shall not touch you, since you have broken 
social conventions and flouted the injunctions 
of the Vedas.” Siva lost His temper when 
He heard this. His eyes shot fire. Taking up 
His trident, He proceeded to strike the sage 
with it. (6) 
uiar mAd araararea A firm 
aM ama Agu Ga tal AAA: ull 

But Goddess Parvati, falling at Siva’s 
feet, pacified Him by soothing words. 
Thereafter Bhrgu went to Vaikuntha, the 
realm of Bhagavan Visnu. (7) 


yr fsa sent uel aeS 
Ad SAMA WTA AS AVM Hat Aha: WS N 
raactreaeers vara ferret AP! 
ate a tard cary Priterareas ATTA 


AAAA a: AAT A TAT NF N 

He found the Lord reposing with His 
head on the lap of Laksmi, the goddess 
of prosperity. Breaking into His presence 
unceremoniously, the sage suddenly kicked 
Him on the chest. The almighty Lord, the 
sole refuge of the virtuous, thereupon quickly 
rose with Laksmi, alighted from His bed 
and, bowing His head in reverence to the 
sage said, “O sage, you are welcome. Make 
yourself comfortable on this seat and rest 
awhile. Unaware of your arrival, we could 
not offer you welcome in time. Pray, forgive 
us this omission. (8-9) 


ada alae ata aril a nA 
ST Fae Aa SA MÈT I go n 


“O great one! great sage, your feet are 
so soft, O dear one!” Saying this, the Lord 
began to softly caress the feet of the sage 
with His own hands, and again said: (10) 
Ute Pact At CHAISE | 
Uae vadedtatat cetera eeu 

“O sage, the water touched by your feet 
lends sanctity even to the sacred waters. 
Pray, sanctify Me, My realm, Vaikuntha, 
and the protectors of the world residing in 
Me, with the same. (11) 
BME MATA STATA | 
aeh A afatercarcedtar: N 82 UI 

“O worshipful sage, all My sins have 
been washed off by the very touch of your 
feet. From this day | have become the sole 
abode of Sri Laksmi, the goddess of 
wealth. She will hereafter constantly dwell 
on My bosom bearing the mark of your 


foot.” (12) 
aye Fara 


Ta Gant agus ppa PRTI 
Fidaig ARTAS AEA: tl 23 N 


Sri Suka continued: Hearing these 
words of the Lord uttered in a deep low 
tone, Sage Bhrgu felt highly satisfied and 
happy. His voice got choked through the 
rising tide of Devotion and tears rushed to 
his eyes. He could not utter a word. (13) 


yra Aaa AAT TeaTiSA | 
CATANIA. TATA Vv Ul 


O king, returning to the assembly of 
sages, who were all exponents of the 
Vedas, he narrated all that he had 
experienced in his meeting with Brahma, 
Sankara and Bhagavan Visnu. (14) 
afar Gra fata Aa: | 
aS egoi ae: AsH 24 N 

Hearing his experiences, the sages in 


the assembly were filled with wonder and 
freed from all doubts. They were now 
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convinced that Visnu was the Supreme 
Deity, the fountain-head of tranquillity and 
security. (15) 

qt: Treg Sa a eT a aaf 
Tyas ASM AHS ANTM ATTA VE N 
From Visnu proceed virtue itself, 
wisdom, dispassion, united with it the eight 
forms of supernatural powers and glory, 
which wipes out the impurities of the mind. 
(16) 

TT SRST SMT ITT ATE AT | 
athe ART TATE: WAT AL g0 N 
He is described as the supreme resort 
of saints and sages who are embodiments 
of peace, equanimity and detachment, and 


who have taken a vow of complete non- 
violence. (17) 


ard ara fren uNa: | 
WSUS: Ma i aT PUTS: M g N 
The quality of Sattva constitutes His 
beloved person, and the Brahmana is 
His favourite deity. Men possessed of 
disinterestedness, serenity of mind and 
subtle understanding take to His adoration. 
(18) 

Rapare Ware STANT: AT: | 
TPO ATT ET: Ara AATETTA gS N 
It is his Maya, constituted of the three 
Gunas, which has evolved His three forms, 
viz, the Raksasas, the Asuras and the 
gods. Of these, only gods embodying the 
quality of Sattva are the means of His 
realization, He Himself being the end of all 
Pursuit. (19) 

ay SAT 

Wa mea faut yi aera 
WIS Tastee Aah TAT: N Ro N 
Sri Suka went on: Pariksit! the sages 
assembled on the bank of the Saraswati 


arrived at this conclusion not for their own 
Sake, but for dispelling the doubts of men. 


Adoring the lotus-feet of the Supreme Person, 
they attained to His supreme state. (20) 


ga sara 
Sey eae 
Was wavs WT Te: | 
Rect sag: fraag 
wesana SRAN g N 


Śūta said: Śaunaka and other sages ! 
this story, which brings out the glory of 
the Supreme Person, dispel the fear of 
transmigration in the form of births and 
deaths. Like a stream of sweet-smelling 
nectar, it has emanated from the lotus-like 
lips of Sri Suka, the son of sage Vyasa. 
The traveller who, coursing through the 
circuitous paths of this world, constantly 
drinks of it through the cups of his ears gets 


rid of the fatigue of wandering through the 
world. (21) 


Chal erat g fanan: HANH: | 
Tea Wa eat wan fat ARTN? U 
Sri Suka resumed: Pariksit, once upon 
a time at Dwaraka the wife of a Brahmana 
gave birth to a child; but the moment it was 
born and touched the ground, they say, it 


died. (22) 
BÀ Teter yah wagers a: | 
yJ Ware aa daar: i 231 
EAT: RA aera fra: | 
AAT: HUT a A TASH: 1 2% 1 


Taking the deceased child to the portal 
of the royal palace, the Brahmana laid it on 
the ground and with a heart full of grief 
began to weep for it piteously. He spoke 
thus: “My child has died because of some 
vicious act of the ruler of this kingdom, (a 
base Ksatriya) who is a Brahmana-hater, 
has a wicked disposition, is full of avarice 
and has set his mind on the pleasures of 
his sense. (23-24) 
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aaen soft gyi 
war uaa: Aafa ea Rag: Raa: 1 34 
“The people depending on a ruler who 
takes deligħt in bloody acts, has a vicious 
character and is a slave of his senses, lead 
a miserable life and are always in distress 
for want of money.” (25) 
ua iiai aigi aada a 
Aga a gagh at mA BAMA RG I 
The second and third child of the 
Brahmana sage also died under similar 
circumstances and the Brahmana brought 
their dead bodies in the same manner to 
the palace gate and repeating the same 
observation in a loud tone left the deceased 
children there. (26) 


amas sagen mteaa, yraa | 
Wa Aad ae Seat MANTA Wu 
finas agafarà gemia gei: | 
THA À AIT: VA ATAN ze tl 
(Thus as many as eight children of the 
Brahmana died one after another.) When 
he repeated the complaint at the loss of his 
ninth child, Arjuna was also sitting by the 
side of Lord Sri Krsna. Hearing the remarks 
of the Brahmana, he vauntingly said, “O 
venerable Brahmana, is there no Ksatriya 
who can wield a bow in this city of Dwaraka 
where you reside? It seems these Yadavas, 
who are unable to protect their subjects, 
are no better than Brahmanas assembled 
for a sacrifice. (27-28) 
STENT AT GA Vireo TROT: | 
Aå mado eT SAER: N BF Ul 
“The rulers in whose kingdom a 
Brahmana grieves over the loss of his wealth, 
wife or children are no Ksatriyas, but mere 
actors playing the role of a Ksatriya only to 
fill their stomach. They live in vain. (29) 
we Won at array carer aE 
abrettotgtastst YAA ARAN: I Zo N 


| 
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“O Brahmana, | undertake to protect the 
child that may be born to you hereafter, 
afflicted as you and your wife are by the 
loss of your children here. If | fail to carry 
out my promise, | shall jump into fire and 
put an end to my life and thereby atone for 
my sin.” (30) 

WAT SAF 
dado aged: Wet afaat az: | 
abrecgisofaret 4 ard AAA aq 32 N 
Ad Hea | Ta a Tee ATI: | 
faairafa a arfervarq at SEAS AAT! 32 I 


The Brahmana said: Arjuna! when Sri 
Balarama, Bhagavan Sri Krsna, Pradyumna, 
the foremost of archers, and the matchless 
warrior, Aniruddha, have failed to protect 
my children, how dare you undertake to do 
so? Even those lords of the world find it an 
impossible task. It is simply childish on your 
part to brag like this. We are unable to put 
any faith in your words. (31-32) 
Ae GHG Ta A PON: ANA E 
BS AT SSA AM VSS TET À A: 1-33 

Arjuna replied : “I am neither Balarama, 
nor Sri Krsna, nor again Pradyumna. Surely 
| am Arjuna, the wielder of the famous 
Gandiva bow, O worshipful one ! (33) 
WTAE A TEM Are ATS AT TOT | 
yaj afia wert sey A WaT wait Bx I 

“Please do not make light of my prowess, 
with which | pleased the three-eyed Sankara 
Himself. | shall conquer even the god of 


death in battle and bring back your child, O 
venerable one.” (34) 


wa fasts fag: wep wat! 

wT Tene Vea: orotate Frere 34 N 
Pariksit, thus comforted and assured by 

Arjuna, the Brahmana returned to his place 


full of delight and eager to witness Arjuna’s 
prowess. (35) 
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walter set Arafat fe: | 
m wife wet ARTER: n 36 1 


As the period of confinement of his wife 
drew near, the exalted Brahmana approached 
Arjuna in great anxiety and entreated him 
saying, “Pray, protect my child from death.” 


(36) 

USTA VT AT HELA | 
freA Hea as TER II EXCH 
Hearing this, Arjuna sipped a little pure 
water and bowed to Bhagavan Sankara. 
Thereafter he invoked all his weapons of 
supernatural efficacy and took up his Gandiva 
bow, having strung it properly. (37) 

SRO ya areata: | 
Piina: MAER RUT 34 N 
He fenced on all sides, as well as 
above and below, the house of confinement 
with arrows charmed with the power of 


Mantras, thus encasing it in a cage of 
arrows, as it were. (38) 


We: HAN: Har faae SEL AE: | 
mAsa wert fa un 39 M 
The wife of the Brahmana in due course 
gave birth to a child, which gave repeated 
cries; but presently it bodily disappeared 
through the sky. (39) 
TeIsse faut farsa fate porate | 
Ted ape À AS reel FATRA II Yo I 
Now the Brahmana began to censure 
Arjuna in the presence of Sri Krsna. He 


Said, “Look at my folly. | put my faith in the 
futile boast of a eunuch. (40) 


TOT aaa A We AT ANTA: | 
MAG: uii wrszrerafaawae: 1 ve N 
“Who else is powerful enough to save 


one whom neither Pradyumna nor Aniruddha, 


Nor even Balarama and Sri Krsna could 
Protect? (41) 


Rare gerard ferrage oy | 
Sate ah ateraia gaa: 1 ¥2 
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“Fie upon Arjuna, who made empty 
boasts. Five upon the bow of Arjuna, who 
indulges in self-praise. Look at his dull- 
wittedness ! The fool intends to bring back 
what has been snatched away from me by 


Providence.” (42) 
Wa orate fagat frereed ATTA: | 
Beat GAY SATE SATA AA: I 83 N 


When the Brahmana sage began to 
reproach him thus, Arjuna, with the help of 
charms, at once went to the capital of 
Yama, where rules the god of retribution.(43) 


Runaman AA, wr 
amai i Aet araa arena | 
waaa ag Raer: Uss ul 
Wiscasset aeto RST: | 
aft fafaey: pars wep: uT wy UI 
eta feet wes 
aaa: wild fret aE: erara n xe n 
Not finding the child of the Brahmana 
there, he thence proceeded, bow in hand, 
to the cities of Indra (the lord of immortals,), 
Agni (the god of fire), Nirrti (the god of 
death), Soma (the moon-god), Varuna (the 
god of water), Vayu (the wind-god), to the 
nether world known as Rasatala, to regions 
higher than Indra’s paradise and other 
regions, but did not find the Brahmana child 
anywhere. Having thus failed to redeem his 
promise, he now decided to jump into blazing 
fire. But Bhagavan Sri Krsna deterred him, 
saying, “Brother Arjuna, do not make light 
of yourself in this way. | shall show you all 
the children of the Brahmana. The very 
men who reproach you now will then 
resuscitate our spotless glory.” (44—46) 


sta da mars Gaya: | 
feed area rite eyfa xo 11 


Thus consoling Arjuna, the almighty Lord, 
Bhagavan Śri Krsna, took Arjuna with Him 
and, mounting His divine chariot, proceeded 
towards the west. (47) 
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qa Glory] eet Pay TAT | 
arenes aurdter AAN YATA: se N 
Crossing the seven Dwipas, each 
containing seven mountain ranges, the seven 
oceans (dividing those Dwipas from one 
another) and the Lokaloka mountain (situated 
beyond them all), He entered the region of 
thick darkness. (48) 


ama: eaga gaT: | 
aùh yem ayaa N Xe tl 


Parīikşit! His celestial horses—Saibya, 
Sugriva, Meghapuspa and Balāhaka—lost 
their way in that darkness and could not 
proceed further. (49) 


A TEM A PUN HANIA: | 
APSA CASH WISIN TE: 1 Ko N 
Seeing them in that plight, Lord Sri Krsna, 
the Lord of all great masters of Yoga, sent 
ahead of Him as a guide His discus, 
Sudargana, which shone like a thousand 
suns put together. (50) 


Tora WaT FAT AA UL Ul 


Quick as thought, Sudarsana made its 
way through that extensive thick and most 
terrible darkness created by the Lord Himself, 
piercing it by its enormous light. It appeared 
at that time like a shaft discharged from the 
bow string of Sri Rama penetrating the 
armies of Raksasas. (51) 


gu UT wea: 
Ww K ARNAT 
POUES ILECO RIE ui Mi TEACA 


Following the path made by Sudarśana, 
the chariot reached the end of the region of 
darkness. Beyond it shone the region of 
supreme, infinite and all-pervading Light. 


Dazed by that light, Arjuna had to shut both 
his eyes. (52) 
ad: yee: ai aa 
aeiae | 
argi à wat gai 
UARRA, u3 N 
Crossing the region of light, the divine 
chariot entered the region of supramundane 
water, which looked most beautiful because 
of its huge waves created by a strong wind 
which was blowing at that time. A wonderful 
and most luminous palace shining with 
thousands of columns of brilliant jewels 
appeared before them there. (53) 
magian: 
aum aigo 
faam fina LY II 
Bhagavān Śeşa, most terrible and 
wonderful to look at, was present there. 
Possessed of a thousand hoods, each radiant 
with many jewels on its top and two fearful 
eyes, He shone brightly like the white Kailāsa 
mountain, and was blue at the neck and 
endowed with blue tongues. (54) 


Aar ë Ufa aT G4 II 
Pariksit! there Arjuna saw the most 
exalted Supreme Person, the all-pervading 
Lord of infinite powers, reposing on Sesa, 
making the coils of the latter His comfortable 
bed. His Form resembled in colour a cloud 
surcharged with humidity. He was clad in 
bright yellow, and His cheerful countenance 
and big eyes looked most charming. (55) 


nemaran eTA- 
ERAI IEATA LOES ESSIE airat: O 
uaar aa 
starred aaea FANE I 


565_ Srimadbhagavat_Part 2_Section_37_Back 


Dis. 89] 


+ BOOK TEN « 


563 


The lustre of the ear-rings and of the 
crown on His head, containing many precious 
jewels, lighted up His profuse curly locks. 
He possessed eight long and lovely arms; 
the Kaustubha gem shone at His neck; His 
chest bore the mark of Srivatsa, and the 
garland of sylvan flowers hung up to His 
knees. (56) 


à 
yama NaN À: | 
qar Par Aeara N- 
mami wA R oN 


Pariksit! Arjuna saw that the Lord’s 
attendants like Nanda and Sunanda, His 
discus, SudarSana, and other weapons 
endowed with personal forms, His four 
Potencies viz., Pusti (Grace), Sri (Splendour), 
Kirti (Fame) and Maya, and all the fortunes 
waited on Him, who is the Lord of Brahma 
and the other Rulers of the world. (57) 


aag araman 
Rapa aAA: | 
mag y màs uy- 
daet aai RTU Y N 
Pariksit ! Lord Sri Krsna bowed to the 
infinite Lord, who was but Himself in another 
form. Arjuna was somewhat filled with awe 
at His sight: but following Sri Krsna, he too 
bowed to Him and both of them stood there 
with joined palms. Now with a smile on His 
lips, and in a deep and sonorous voice the 
Perfect Person, who is the Lord of Brahma 
and other protectors of the world, said to 
them: (58) 


ferent =a = yeatfegaqor 
wart ya À 
wae peaa Aye 
“O Sri Krsna, O Arjuna, desirous of 
seeing You both, | had the sons of the 
Brahmana brought here. You have both 
appeared on earth with Your part 


manifestations for the vindication of virtue. 
Killing the Asuras, who have become a 
burden to the earth, soon return to Me. (59) 
yip qat AALE ii l 
adena RAA seal ARANEA Go Il 
“You are the sages Nara and Narayana. 
Though sated in everyway and foremost of 
all, follow the path of virtue for maintaining 
the world order by setting an example 
before men.” (60) 
gere area at rath wares | 
Aerma yore fester S? I 
aada ah MT TES AATE | 
faa aed: Yar, Fae AMAA: WER Ul 
The said Sri Krsna and Arjuna accepted 
the mandate of the Supreme Person, bowed 
to Him and, supremely delighted, returned 
to Dwaraka with the sons of the Brahmana 
following the same route by which they had 
gone there. The sons of the Brahmana had 
grown up according to their respective age, 
but in appearance they were the same as 
at the time of their birth. Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna and Arjuna returned them to the 
Brahmana. (61-62) 
Frome Sore ret oref: cafe: | 
akha ches tet a pean 3 N 
Seeing the glorious realms of Bhagavan 
Visnu, Arjuna felt much astonisted. He 
realized that whatever prowess is possessed 


by men was due to the grace of Lord Sri 
Krsna. (63) 


steer dtatvite westaq 
ays fara rears ANTA: 1X N 


Pariksit ! exhibiting these and many other 
similar feats, Lord Sri Krsna appeared to 
men as if enjoying worldly pleasures like 
ordinary men of the world and performed 
sacrifices on the highest scale like the 
greatest of kings. (64) 


were Rarer TAL UST STATUTE | 
ah AIA WTSI: 1&4 I 


SY deena 
ete 
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Just as Indra sends down timely 
showers, so He showered all boons on the 
Brahmanas and other subjects, adopting 
the conduct of an ideal king. (65) 


za qma maana: | 
ama adarara i gA: gS N 


He Himself killed many an unrighteous 
king, and caused many others to be killed 
by Arjuna and others. In this way He easily 
re-established the rule of Dharma throughout 
the world with the help of Yudhisthira and 
other righteous kings. (66) 


sf GAE Hegre RAEE wean wr Tae 
RAFIR TA UPITATI ATA: I cS Il 


Thus ends the eighty-ninth discourse entitled “The Lord brings back the 
dead sons of a Brahmana”, in the latter half of Book Ten of the 
great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as 
the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AaladH SSAA: 


Discourse XC 
The Story of the amorous sports of Sri Krsna narrated 


AY IIA 
qa aga Praa gnata fara: at: | 
wearers GST ater al 


i Taya eee Wan 
EDIE HICDIEI qyirag mR | 
fafdsrasinfaeiatiqgarat AT: Us 


Sri Suka began again: Pariksit! the 
splendour of Dwaraka was matchless. Its 
roads and streets were day and night 
thronged with young elephants in rut, richly 
adorned soldiers, horses and brilliant chariots 
plated with gold. On every side of the city 
there were gardens and parks containing 
rows of trees in blossom which were filled 
with the music of birds and humming bees. 
It was a city abounding in wealth of every 
description. The world’s greatest heroes, 
the Yadus, considered it a privilege to live 


in it and enjoy its amenities. The women of 
that city possessed budding youth. When, 
while playing with balls etc., in their mansions, 
their gorgeous dress got unsettled exposing 
a part of their body, it flashed as a streak of 
lightning. The Lord of Laksmi, the goddess 
of prosperity, Himself lived in that city with 
great ease and comfort. It was His own 
favourite city. (1—4) 


w AEA: | 
mafkees a meRgY ILN 


Lord Sri Krsna was the one beloved 
consort of more than sixteen thousand wives. 
Each of them possessed a mansion of 
surpassing wealth and splendour for her 
residence. Assuming as many charming 
forms as He had wives, He sported with 
them severally in their mansions. (5) 


Wepre FAEG JALLASI EC EAn ia | 

aha paap ANAN 
All these mansions possessed beautiful 

tanks of their own. Their limpid water was 
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ever fragrant with the pollen of lotuses of 
every description, swans, cranes and other 
beautiful birds continually warbled in them. 


(6) 


The Lord of prosperity, Bhagavan Sri 
Krsna, sported with His consorts entering 
the water of the rivers, and the saffron on 
the breasts of these ladies transferred itself 
to His bosom as they embraced Him in the 
course of these sports. (7) 
saat madina | 
agaga alot gaama: ue i 

The Gandharvas at that time sang His 
praises, while the Sutas, Magadhas and 
bards joyously sounded their clay tomtoms, 
kettledrums, tabors and lutes. (8) 


Prem eee: GA ah: 
uais afans aidaa tt <u 


The consorts of the Lord would now 
and then smilingly throw jets of water on 
Him through water-pistols, and He too 
sprinkled water on them and drenched them 
in return. Sporting thus with His wives, He 
would appear like Kubera, the king of Yaksas, 
sporting with Yaksa women. (9) 


ard m anA 
mamaga A: N RoN 
The breasts and thighs of these ladies 
would appear through their wet clothes, and 
flowers stuck to their swollen braids would 
drop. Throwing water on Him through their 
water-pitols, they would approach Him with 
intent to wrest the water-pitols from His 
hands, and make it an excuse for embracing 
their beloved Lord. Through His thrilling touch 
their Ilove would grow all the more, which 
would make their face bloom in great joy. 
The beauty of the queens naturally increased 
on such occasions. (10) 


Faq aeaa ahpa 
CICUREE GEGE EE pg 
fase gda: uaren 
Ya aufa: a: N ge N 


The garland of sylvan flowers hanging 
on Lord Sri Krsna’s bosom would get tinged 
with the saffron on their breasts. Through 
intense absorption in enjoyment the braid of 
His curly locks would get loosened and 
begin to wave free in the air. He would 
throw, again and again, jets of water on His 
consorts, who in their turn would drench 
Him in the same fashion. In this way the 
Lord sported with His consorts even as the 
leader of a herd of wild elephants would 
with their females. (11) 


Aer Adentat a aAA EAT | 
merina Ponsa a RAA: 1 gR N 


On the conclusion of this sport, Lord Śri 
Krsna and His consorts would give away 
their clothes and ornaments used at the 
time of sport to male and female dancers 
and to those who subsisted by vocal and 
instrumental music. (12) 


pura fae mened aR: | 
maA: eaten fenct eat fara: 11-23 1 


Pariksit! that is how the Lord used to 
carry on His sports. His charming gait, 
sweet words, endearing glances, enchanting 
smiles, enlivening jests and jokes and 
loving embraces captivated the heart of His 
consorts. (13) 


SAAPA SAANS 
Rasaan A A Tee: T: 1 YX N 
Bhagavan Sri Krsna was the be-all and 
end-all of their lives, the sole possessor of 
their heart. Absorbed in the thought of their 
lotus-eyed Lord, they would remain 
speechless for a while, and would suddenly 
break out with incoherent talks in the manner 
of a lunatic. In the intensity of their love 
they would now and then begin to experience 
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excruciating pain of separation from the 
Lord even in His presence and deliver 
delirious talks. | shall reproduce these talks; 
please listen to them: (14) 


aaia afta afeag mettre 
AeA EN AATAT WRK N 


The queens said: O she-osprey, we 
are in the depth of the night now, and the 
whole world appears to be one big void. 
The Lord Himself has buried His ever wakeful 
consciousness for the time being, and has 
gone to sleep. But your eyes know no 
sleep. Why do you wail and lament thus, 
keeping awake for the whole night? O friend, 
it seems your heart has been pierced, equally 
with that of ours, by the sweet smiles and 
gracious and sportive glances of the lotus- 
eyed Lord. Surely that is the reason why 
you do not get sleep. (15) 


wa Pricafe mangea- 
ea trea Hou aa anal | 


ara Ten aaaea 
fee oT SST RATA HANOT ATS VE N 

O red goose, why have you closed your 
eyes during the night? Is it because your 
partner has gone out of sight that you wail 
so piteously? If so, we are really sorry for 
you. Or, is it that you are possessed like us 
with the desire of waiting upon the Lord, 
and long to adorn your braid with the garland 
offered at the feet of the Lord? (16) 


a at: War fread sga- 


i i a goi 

O ocean, you constantly roar and 
thunder. Do you get no sleep at all? It 
seems you have developed the disease of 
insomnia. Or, is it that our dear Lord has 


robbed you of the natural qualities of 
tranquillity and gravity etc.? That is why, 
like us, you have developed a disease 
which is so difficult to get rid of. (17) 
wa aao aea Weta gA 
aire a Praf: frof | 
agp anaa a ae cat 
Ra a: ARAETA T: N g N 
O moon, you have fallen a victim to 
the fell disease of consumption. Oh good 
God, you have got so attenuated that you 
cannot disperse the darkness by your rays. 
No, no; it seems the sweet confidential 
talks of our beloved Lord Sri Krsna have 
escaped out of your memory, as out of 


ours. That is why you have become mute. 
(18) 


fie araar Rania astra | 
Wham era A: FATAL LS Ul 


O southern wind, what offence have we 
given you that you send impulses of love into 
our heart, which is already torn to pieces by 
the sidelong glances of the Lord? (19) 
Aa shirani eta area T 

sharers aaa vary ema Wer: | 
AHS: MAMA SAGE ATT: 

Bye Hyer fags Wes UET: Ut Ro N 

O cloud, your colour is as lovely and 
beautiful as that of our beloved Lord. Surely 
you are very dear to our Lord, the crown- 
jewel of the race of Yadu. That is why, 
bound to Him with ties of love, you are 
absorbed in His thought like us. With a 
heart full of anxiety you always pine for Him 
like us and recollecting Him again and again, 
shed profuse tears. Oh, the very contact 
with Him is painful. (20) 

À 


inanar 
RTI 


araf fear a fr 
ae À aaus AIRAN R? I 
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O cuckoo, your voice is so sweet and 
melodious. It seems our beloved Lord has 
made it so sweet by drilling it. You warble 
in notes as sweet as those of the honey- 
tongued: Sri Krsna, Your songs bring life 
even to the dead. Please tell us what service 
we may render to you today. (21) 


3 ue 7 aenag 

fatter fasta meeta | 
af oad aagi 

aata arma MAITA it 22 N 


Oh, dear mountain, you possess a noble 
mind. It is you who support the earth by 
maintaining her balance. How is it that you 
neither move nor speak anything? You seem 
to be merged in some serious thought. Or, 
is it that you long to place the lotus-feet of 
our beloved Lord on your breast-like peaks 
even as we. (22) 


yaga: alsa aa RA: 
PUT H ATA SSE: | 
aga aa Ud: woah- 
TOT HSS: TRAST: TAU 23 N 
O rivers, consorts of the ocean, it is 
summer now. Your beds are dry. The beauty 
of the lotus, full bloom, is no longer to be 
found in you. You have become very lean 
and thin. The reason is not far to seek. Just 
as we have been robbed of our heart and 
have become much too emaciated, being 
deprived of the love-laden glances of our 
beloved Consort, the Lord of the Yadus, so 
have you been reduced to this wretched 
condition because the clouds no longer supply 
you with water from your beloved ocean.(23) 


waar firs wat Tey ve: Hat 

qi wt q fam niaaa: BRIT Th YT 

fai or arandia: eater a Reg TST at 

Aarma cared raga AAT RAT Mt 2% N 
O dear swan, you are welcome. Take 


your seat here and have a little milk. Please 
tell us something of our beloved Lord. We 


know you are His messenger. Is our dear 
Sri Krsna, who is under nobody's control, 
hale and hearty? O brother, He is very 
fickle in His friendship. Once He told us that 
we were the most beloved of Him. Does He 
remember that profession of His love? 
However, let it go. If He can afford to be 
indifferent to us, why should we languish for 
Him? Vile messenger of a treacherous lover ! 
we do not care to go to Him. Or, if He calls 
us just in order to make friends with us, you 
might as well bring Him here, so that we 
may have a direct talk with Him; but take 
care not to bring Laksmi with Him. If He 
cannot come here leaving Laksmi alone, we 
ask you one thing. Of all women, does 
Laksmi alone boast of Her exclusive love 
for the Lord? Is there none among us, who 
can claim to possess such love? (24) 


gig WAT HPT MANR 
rama maA CHT UAT TATU 24 UI 


Pariksit ! such was the depth of love and 
devotion which the consorts of Sri Krsna 
cherished for their husband, the Supreme 
Lord of great masters of Yoga; and through 
that they attained the supreme state. (25) 
asi a: Thott Ween ta TA: | 
TOMAS AT UVa a: WA: WE N 

The sports of the Lord have been sung 
in various ways through exquisite songs 
and poetry. Thev are so sweet, so captivating 
that they irresistibly draw the mind and 
heart of women when they hear them. How 
much greater, then, should be the attraction 
of those who are privileged to see Him with 
their own eyes ! (26) 


m: Wa WOT mearen: | 
WETS Aas ara fee aoa AT: N 29 N 
And how could one form an estimate of 
the austerities performed by those privileged 
women, who, regarding the Supreme Teacher 
of the world, Lord Sri Krsna, as their husband, 
caressed His feet, washed His body, fed 
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Him and served Him with other kinds of 
loving attentions. (27) 
we AR Re wat aha: | 
ue maida qevarartad TaN RC N 
Pariksit! Lord Sri Krsna is the sole 
refuge of all virtuous souls. Practising virtue 
as enjoined by the Vedas, He clearly 
demonstrated to the world more than once 
how the three objects of life, viz., religious 
merit, prosperity and enjoyment of worldly 
pleasures could be attained by leading the 
life of a householder. (28) 
ator ut et Grey TEA | 
ATT TST MATA MTT HT I RRN 


That is why He had adopted the supreme 
way of life of a householder. O king, | have 
already told you that the number of Sri 
Krsna’s consorts was sixteen thousand, one 
hundred and eight; the principal eight of 
those jewels among women, Rukmini and 
others, as well as their offspring have already 
been named in order of sequence. (29-30) 


Were SMT SMT HOM Sots ASAT | 
qaa sera wrat sraranferttyax: 113k Ul 


The wives of Lord Sri Krsna, other than 
these eight too, bore Him ten sons each. This 
should cause no wonder; the Lord is Almighty 
and of unfailing resolution. (31) 
ammat HERAN: | 
MTT A À gog 3N 

Of those sons of Sri Krsna, all of whom 
possessed unbounded valour, eighteen were 
warriors of foremost rank and possessed 
excellent renown. Hear their names from 
Me. (32) 


WIAA ears Shera AGS 
Oa UIC AMATI SHUT: N 33 
eR Aaga A: WA: | 
farargfaauga maA wa AN 3% i 


They were Pradyumna and Aniruddha, 


Diptiman and Bhanu, Samba, Madhu, 
Brhadbhanu, Citrabhanu, Vrka, Aruna. 
Puskara and Vedabahu,  Srutadeva, 


Sunandana, Citrabahu and Virupa, Kavi and 
Nyagrodha. (33-34) 


waaay IR TAT nafga: | 
TA arIa: Aga ETTA: N 34 N 


Pariksit, of these eighteen sons of Sri 
Krsna, again, Pradyumna, born of Rukmini, 
was the first and foremost. He was equal to 
his father in every respect. (35) 


a eter searqaat MERA: | 
TAL YASS SISA TATA PAA: N 38 I 


Pradyumna, a great chariot-warrior, 
married Rukmi’s daughter, and out of that 
wedlock was born Aniruddha, possessed of 
the strength of ten thousand elephants. (36) 
a ante afar: abst aifeat EAA: | 
TITIAN AKI Aaea NAE: tt 39 1 

Aniruddha married the daughter of his 
own maternal uncle, Rukmi’s son. Vajra 
was born out of this wedlock. He was the 
only survivor after the destruction of Yadu’s 
race through the instrumentality of a piston 
(thick rod) brought into existence by the 
curse of Brahmana sages. (37) 


faa, AAG AAS: | 
PÀ: VITA START TGA: I 3 Il 
Vajra’s son was named Pratibahu, whose 


son was Subahu. Subahu’s son was 
Santasena and his son was Satasena. (38) 


HA Aa SAT STAT: | 
HCTF SCAAATS STATIS THAT BE N 


No one born in this race was destitute 
or weak, and none of them died early. All of 
them were devoted to the Brahmanas and 
possessed more sons than one. (39) 
aay det feet! 
Ten A werd hia atagia N vol! 
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O king, this race produced so many 
famous and distinguished men that it is not 
possible to enumerate them in tens of 
thousands of years. (40) 


fra: led: BESTT agra aT 


| aR agHeraral: SATU ATTN Se 1 


| have heard that the number of teachers 
who taught the children of this race was 
three crore and eighty-eight lakh. (41) 


Far aai h: Heats Aaa | 

CATAMARAN 
Who could tell the number of the high- 

souled Yadus in such circumstances? King 


Ugrasena alone had warriors numbering ten 
billion (10,000,000,000,000). (42) 


pea saat À YETT: | 
l SAT mA WS Fe ÈN WB N 


Pariksit, in days of yore many a terrible 
Asura was slain in the encounter between 
the gods and the Asuras; they were reborn 
among men. These proud and arrogant 
Asuras, reborn as human beings, began to 
molest the people. (43) 


afaa eho Aret Sat aA: Het | 
aadi: pera aorta FTN vy N 
In order to chastise and subdue them 
the gods under the direction of the Supreme 
Lord were born in the race of Yadu, O King! 
This race was divided into one hundred and 
one families. (44) 


Tet Wart aay WaT: | 

a urate agg: HAME: tt vu N 
Lord Sri Krsna was the sole guide and 

Lord of all the Yadus. All those Yadavas, 

who faithfully followed Him and worked for 

Him prospered in everyway. (45) 

VARTA STAT MHA | 

4 fag: BATA FTA: FOTATA: Ul 8G I 
The mind of the Yadavas remained 


constantly fixed on Sri Krsna, so much so 
that they lost consciousness of their body 


a>, _—s-| 


while sleeping, resting, walking, chatting, 
sporting, bathing and performing other duties 
of their daily routine. They carried on these 


functions like so many automatons. (46) 
atef aah qa wast sey 

ea ahtearayitet 
fafgeteren: Tram 

aah §= sitdaeissraet: | 
wares aA Thad 

achat Ter: 
qoa fat fafa 

Hletan aaa nxon 


Parīkşit! the Ganga which washes the 
feet of Lord Sri Krsna, is certainly very 
sacred. But, when the same Lord, the holiest 
of the holy, descended in the race of Yadu, 
the glory of the Ganga naturally abated a 
little as compared to the glory of His 
incomparable fame. How great, indeed, is 
the glory of the Lord’s Form that those who 
loved Him and those who hated Him, both 
attained His state. Goddess Laksmi, who is 
sought after by other gods, keeps Herself 
constantly engaged in His service. His 
auspicious Name once heard or uttered 
destroys all evil. Of all forms of Dharma 
preached and practised by the descendants 
of various Rsis, Bhagavan Sri Krsna is the 
founder and fountain-head. He holds in His 
hand the discus, which is a symbol of the 
ever rotating wheel of Time, the all-destroyer. 
Under such circumstances, it is no wonder 
that He should relieve the burden of the 
earth from time to time. (47) 


safa saPrarat tahtma 
REGINE DEEE EE EA 
Rena Rea: yinasiyaa 
PATA hay RTTA WS N 


Lord Sri Krsna is the sole asylum of all 
beings. He is constantly present everywhere, 
and yet they say He manifested Himself 
from the womb of Devaki. The Yadava 
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heroes always waited on Him with joined 
palms. By the strength of His arms He put 
down all unrighteousness. By His very 
nature, O king, the Lord wipes out the 
sufferings of all mobile and immobile 
creatures. By His charming countenance 
full of winning smiles He kindled love into 
the hearts of the women of Vraja as well as 
of the towns, He is the one conqueror of 
the whole world. Victory to Him and Him 
alone! (48) 


attr AAO agane 
PRICE MCCS CIRIL Eso N Rael 


Pariksit! the Supreme Person, who is 
beyond the realm of Prakrti, sportively 
assumed a transcendental Form with intent 
to vindicate the path of virtue chalked out by 
Himself, and enacted many wonderful sports 
appropriate to that Form. Everyone of His 
acts is capable of cutting asunder the bonds 
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of Karma of those who contemplate on it. He 
who seeks to gain the privilege of serving the 
lotus feet of Lord Sri Krsna, the crown-jewel 
of Yadus, should make it a point to listen to 
the stories of His sports. (49) 


Po Sabah Koll 


By listening to, chanting and 
contemplating on the charming stories of 
Lord Sri Krsna every moment, man develops 
the devotion which leads him to the supreme 
sphere of the Lord. True, it is most difficult 
to reach beyond the jurisdiction of Time; but 
in the Lord’s realm Time has no sway. Even 
rulers of the earth have left their kingdom 
and retired to the forest for the performance 
of austerities with the object of gaining that 
eternal realm. Therefore, one should 
constantly engage oneself in hearing the 
stories of the Lord. (50) 


MPOARAZANT TA TARTS ATA: I Go N 


Thus ends the ninetieth discourse entitled “The Story of the amorous sports of 
Sri Krsna narrated,” in the latter half of Book ten of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by the sage Vedavyasa and consisting of 
eighteen thousand Slokas. 


— 3) 


END OF THE SECOND HALF OF BOOK TEN 
str cereal: waza: 1 


MARTHA T 
PN waa HoT: BTA Agha: | 
ysam A AAS TAT HTL FU 


Sri Suka, son of Vedavyasa, began 
again: Attended by Balarama and the 
Yadavas, Sri Krsna destroyed the demons 
and, creating violent discord between the 
Pandavas and the Kauravas relieved the 
earth of her burden. (1) 


afte: Fag Mogg: MIA- 


Making His instrument the Pandavas, 
whose ire had been repeatedly provoked 
by their enemies, the Kauravas, through 
deceitful gambling, humiliating insult, dragging 
Draupadi by the hair and in other ways, the 
Lord caused destruction of the kings gathered 
on both sides and thus relieved the earth of 
her burden. (2) 


yrange aghe 
Te: magn eA: | 


URIIN: Cha: | 

AA WTATSeATa: | 

Srimadbhagavata-Mahapurana 
Book Eleven 


| 

. | 
Discourse | | 
= The curse of the Rsis invoking the destruction of Yadu’s race 


Taser mAsa fe sat 
Fe Aes Herel Savard tl 3 N 


Having thus annihilated the kings and 
their armies, who were a burden to the 
earth, through the Yadavas, protected by 
His own arms, the Lord of inscrutable ways 
thought: “Though the burden of the earth 
has been removed, yet | do not take it as 
completely removed so long as_ the 
unconquerable race of Yadu exists. (3) 


Jaraa: UAE AR- 

qwe aAA AT | 
aa: ai aparea faena AT- 

maa afaa mA a n %1 


“Having always been protected by Me, 
and grown uncontrollable through prosperity, 
this race of Yadu can by no means be 
vanquished by others, not even by gods. 
Therefore, just as a bamboo grove is 
consumed by fire produced by the friction 
of the bamboos themselves, | shall cause 
the destruction of the Yādavas by creating 
internal strife among them, and then in peace 
shall return to My realm, Vaikuntha.” (4) 
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Ua ated war uein BIA: | 
qaa fearon aay taper fay: Wy N 


O King Pariksit! having thus resolved, 
the Lord of truthful resolution brought about 
the annihilation of His own race through the 
curse of the Brahmanas as a pretext (as 
the apparent cause). (5) 
agai HATA TRA CTT TOT 
aire: Carat Fart uertat fora: 1 & N 
antes Fifa gini faces tA g att 
aaa aerial tt REAR: 9 N 

Having attracted the eyes of people 
by His transcendent personality, which 
disparaged beauty in others, and by His 
words the hearts of those who remembered 
them; and suspending by the sight of His 
footprints the movements and actions of 
those who saw them; and having His fame 
spread in the world and sung in charming 
verses and thinking that through such 
renown, when heard or sung, people would 
easily emerge from darkness, the Lord retired 
to His realm. (6-7) 


King Pariksit submitted: How did the 
curse of Brahmanas fall upon the Vrsnis, 
who were devoted to the Brahmanas, were 
liberal and always served their elders, and 
who had given their mind in devotion to Śri 
Krsna? (8) 
afaa: @ à mA args festa 
mua We Ue aed aga ÀN il 

O the best of Brahmanas ! what was the 
occasion of the curse, and what was its 
nature? How did discord find place among 
those who were of one mind? Do tell me all 
this. (9) 


Ima ara TATU sanhta: 


Hedin pe RAAR: 1 Ro n 


Sri Śuka replied: Exhibiting a form 
embodying all graces in the world, performing 
most auspicious actions with all His desires 
ever gratified, enjoying Himself in His city, 
Dwārakā, the Lord of widely established 
fame desired to destroy His race as that 
was the only work left unaccomplished by 
Him. (10) 


aea aaa age 
fuer AAT AA PTET: 188 N 

fayarfasfha: moat gater ere: | 

ay AAA shrasfaesr META: 1 g 1 


The Lord had performed highly 
auspicious deeds, which, when sung, bring 
holiness and destroy the sins of the Kali 
age in those that sing them. Now He was 
residing in the house of Vasudeva as the 
Destroyer. He bade farewell to the sages— 
Viśwāmitra, Asita, Kanva, Durvasa, Bhrgu, 
Angira, Kasyapa, Vamadeva, Atri, Vasistha, 
Narada and others, and they went away to 
the holy place of Pindaraka, near Dwaraka. 

(11-12) 


PST GANT ASAT: | 
saa waai faia i 93 I 
The Yadava youths, while sporting there, 
approached them and with mock humility 
clasped their feet and impudently asked 
them a question. (13) 


aaah Aaa: ara Ta | 
WHT yaf at fern aada Ago ll 8% Il 
We faea Mee WARTS: | 
Water yanmar feta aaa 84! 


Having attired Jambavati’s son, Samba, 
as a woman, they said to the Rsis; “O 
Brāhmanas of unfailing vision, this pregnant 
woman of dark eyes, soon to give birth to a 
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child, and desiring to bring forth a son, 
wishes to know if she will give birth to a son 
or a daughter. She, however, feels shy to 
ask you directly.” (14-15) 


wd Wen Tae: afta TT 
watreata at Wat Feet GANIT | VE N 
O king, the sages, who were thus 
imposed upon, got angry and said to them: 
“O fools, she will give birth to a pestle which 
will destroy your race !” (16) 


TATA ATTA FST TEATS | 
ANAT SEL Feet TT gO N 
Greatly terrified to hear that curse, they 


at once bared the belly of Samba and actually 
found a pestle of iron there. (17) 
fe od Tere: fe afafa at aT: 1 
gta fagfeat terete Wael Fg uci 
“What have we, unfortunate fellows, 
done? What will people say of us?” Thus 
perplexed, they returned home with the 
pestle. (18) 


wera wef utes: | 
Ud adaig: niaga AeA N 82 N 
With sad and pale faces they brought 
the pestle in the court, and in the presence 
of all the Yadavas narrated the whole incident 
to their king, Ugrasena. (19) 
spares aayi seat a Tae TAI 
fafarat wera BAG CaHTHA: Ut Ro N 


O king, hearing about the unfailing curse 


of the sages and seeing the pestle all the 
inhabitants of Dwaraka were struck with 
amazement and got alarmed through fear.(20) 


qaii Fact Ag: A AEH: | 
RAC UAC aN ATAN 3? N 
Āhuka (Ugrasena), the said king of the 
Yādavas, got the pestle reduced to powder 
and thrown into the water of the sea. The 
remaining iron piece of the pestle (which 
could not be powdered) was also thrown 
into the sea. (21) 


piesei iA mAT: | 
Saa A TAT ERRER: I R? 


Some fish swallowed that iron piece, 
while the particles of the powder were borne 
by the waves to and deposited on the shore, 
where they grew into a kind of grass called 
Erakā. (22) 


TE Taha AETA: TA | 
TAHT CS A AÀ TTT SHAT 23 Ul 


The fish was caught in the net alongwith 
other fishes in the sea by some fisherman. 
The iron piece found in its stomach was fixed 
to the point of his arrow by a hunter. (23) 


araa Sya ara 
wed eae Pau ana I 2% I 


The Lord knew the whole truth and, being 
almighty, had the power to nullify the curse of 
the sages; but He did not like to render it 
ineffectual. On the other hand, He approved 
of it, being Himself the Destroyer. (24) 


aft RAET AGT TRACT AeaTA IA WAS ATA: Il I 


Thus ends the first discourse, in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


—t ea 


ata FANSAT: 
Discourse Il 


Narada visits Vasudeva and reproduces the dialogue between 
King Janaka and the nine Yogiswaras 


Rye ITA 
Teas ska PRs! 
ATTA S eat pN: 1 g U 

Śrī Suka began again: O Pariksit, the 
best of the Kurus! eager to wait upon Sri 
Krsna, Narada very frequently stayed in 
Dwaraka, which was protected by the arms 
of Govinda. ` (1) 


wal 7 Aaa Fp ca 
3 Ma | AddyeeUres Ta: M RN 


O king! what mortal man, possessing 
sound senses, would possibly neglect to 
worship the lotus-feet of Lord Mukunda, 
which are fit to be adored by the best of 
gods, Brahma and others! (2) 


wat g aA aga Jerry 
afi ë qamda 31 


On one occasion, when Nārada, the 
divine sage, came to His house and had 
been worshipped and comfortably seated, 
Vasudeva greeted him and spoke thus: 


(3) 
aged sara 
WT Vad Oa Tae aaah 
Put aan frarerayeiteracary ul ¥ I 


Vasudeva submitted: O venerable 
sage, just as the movement of parents is 
conducive to the welfare of children, and 
that of pious persons treading the path of 
the glorious Lord is meant for the good of 
those bound by worldly attachments, your 
visit is a blessing to all creatures. (4) 


Wart ai Tas a Ta a 
qada fe m TST TT 4 N 


The conduct of the deities may conduce 


both to the happiness and misery of created 
beings; but the conduct of pious souls 
devoted to Lord Visnu like you promotes 
their happiness only. (5) 
usta à aor tary tat aft aa ArT 
waa pia: MAN AAAA: NS N 
The deities, acting like one’s own shadow, 
serve their worshippers even as the latter 
worship them, following the course of their 
Karma. Saints, however, are compassionate 
towards the afflicted, irrespective of their 
Karma. (6) 
mian ya TA, aA | 
BIES aE Heat gard AAA AAT Ul 9 N 
All the same, O holy Brahmana, we 
request you to tell us those Dharmas, 
righteous courses, which delight the Lord, 
and hearing of which with faith the mortal 
man is rid of all fear. (7) 
até fea Tet weet fa Ra 
agi A Mara ARA aaa él 
Indeed, in my previous birth in this 
world | worshipped the immortal Lord, who 
grants Liberation, for the sake of progeny, 
but not for the boon of emancipation, deluded 
as | was by His Maya. (8) 
aon fafarerte wafaaa 
yAn gadaa aa A: gfe YAT N 3 ll 
O sage of noble vows, so instruct us 
that through you we may surely and easily 
be rid of this worldly existence full of 
manifold misery and beset with fear on s 
(9 


sides. 

MY FAA 
Test Hawt age da! 
Hae Bathe: denA qt: 20 l 
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Sri Suka continued: O king ! questioned 
thus by the wise Vasudeva, and vividly 
reminded thereby of the Lord’s qualities, the 
divine sage, Narada, felt much pleased and 
said to him as follows: (10) 

Iq sad 


weg aai waar array | 
ALT UTA rales Fava Mt kU 


Narada replied: O Vasudeva, the 
foremost of the Yadavas ! you have resolved 
well to have inquired of me about the virtues 
and duties that delight the Lord and purify 
all. (11) 


gAs sara strgat arate: | 
Wa: Uta Sagat ca favagerste fe g3 0 


Heard of or talked about, dwelt upon, 
accepted with reverence or even approved 
when practised by others, this righteous 
course purifies at once without doubt even 
those who are hostile to the deities, nay, to 
all creatures. (12) 


TAM WAAC: WTO: | 
SRA ware Sal ANAT AAU LZ 


| have been reminded by you today of 
the almighty Lord Narayana, who is most 
auspicious and whose name, when heard 
or sung, brings merit. (13) 
sarees QT 
sMduront at dare facet AeA: N Vx N 

In this connection the wise narrate 
the following ancient legend embodying a 
conversation between the sons of Rsabha 
and the high-souled Janaka, the king of the 
Videhas. (14) 


Rad AT gA A: TATA TE T: | 

me ARTETA: STA: RG N 
Priyavrata, the well-known son of 

Swayambhuva Manu, had a son called 


Agnidhra—of whom was born Nabhi, whose 
son was known as Rsabha. (15) 


wagataearst mageda | 
aadu Gaga AAAs SETTA I VE N 
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The wise declare that Rsabha descended 
on earth for popularizing the cult of 
renunciation, leading to Liberation, and that 
he had an element of Lord Vasudeva in 
him, He had a hundred sons, who were all 
well-versed in the Vedas. (16) 


i à weal VST ANTAVTATTATT: | 
frei atta SATA UATE AT I V9 UI 


Of them the eldest son was Bharata. 
He was really a devotee of Lord Narayana. 
It is after him that this wonderful land, sub- 
continent, came to be known. (17) 
Bape eran Pricer aH | 
siea AA a TATA: Ve N 


After enjoying the pleasures of this world 
he renounced it and left his home and, 
worshipping Lord Hari through askesis for 
three consecutive births, finally attained His 
state. (18) 


i Aad Aaghaudaisel AAA: | 
piau URAA: 1 28 UI 
ASI Mee AAA ARA: | 
SAT ATTA SAATTEN: 11 20 N 


Out of those ninety-nine younger brothers 
of Bharata, nine became the rulers of the 
nine Dwipas surrounding Bharatavarsa. And 
eighty-one became Brahmanas and authors 
of treatises on ritual acts, while the remaining 
nine became highly blessed sages. Having 
laboured in the domain of knowledge of 
Self, the latter propounded the highest truth 
and, living naked, became adepts in spiritual 
knowledge. (19-20) 


aaa: wag: face: | 
anasa SATE: ACIS: 11 22 N 
Their names are: Kavi, Hari, Antariksa, 
Prabuddha, Pippalayana, Avirhotra, Drumila, 
Camasa, and Karabhdajana. (21) 
aq Ud mazi Ayi Wena 
ATAU SCA ALU APA STAT AANA I 22 N 


These sages beheld the universe, gross 
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as well as subtle (the cause and_ its 
mutations) as identical with the Lord and 
without distinction from themselves, and 
wandered over the earth. 


fererrentgsrtat ya A ATTA I 23 N 


They go wherever they like as their 
path is unobstructed. They freely range 
over the regions of the gods, Siddhas, 
Sadhyas, Gandharvas, Yaksas, men, 
Kinnaras, Nagas, ascetics, Caranas, 
Bhairavas, Vidyadharas, Brahmanas and 
cows. Being liberated souls, they had no 
attachment for any place or beings. (23) 


a wre fa: wage 
Aam ARATA HAA: NRY 


On one occasion they went of their own 
accord to attend a sacrificial performance 
of King Nimi, an enlightened soul, which 
was being conducted by Rsis in that region 
of Jambudwipa called Ajanabha, the old 
name of Bharatavarsa. (24) 


WLAN ATTA LTE: | 
mnsa faut: ed warrafeart i 24 N 
O king Pariksit, seeing those sages, 
effulgent like the sun and so earnestly 
devoted to the Lord, the sacrificer, Nimi, the 
sacred fires and the Brahmanas, who were 
performing the rites, all rose to welcome 
them. (25) 


fees MOTRAT! 
Wa: PSA Ses ATTA] ATE: UE, N 


Knowing them to be great devotees of 
Lord Narayana, King Nimi felt much delighted 
to see them. When they had been seated, 
he duly worshipped them in the order of 
their seniority. (26) 


A TAA ASM HATA TI N 
ups waa: UMA FUR 


The nine sages were resplendent with 
their own lustre, like the sons of Brahma 
Sanaka and others. King Nimi was greatly 
delighted to see them. Bent low with humility 
he put questions to them as follows: (27) 


face Jara 
TA Waa: AAT WT At AIST: | 
Roida citer maa A fe Ut Re 1 


King Nimi said: | deem you to be 
the direct attendants of Lord Visnu, the 
Destroyer of the demon Madhu; for, | know 
His devotees go about the worlds to purify 
them. (28) 
gett mÀ tat cheat i: | 
wate geet wat Apa N 3S 1 

The human body is a rare boon to 
embodied souls and that too is very transient. 


In the human life too it is very rarely that 
one meets the devotees of the Lord. (29) 


ara Beata AG yA HAASTE: | 
disfa gones AAT: SATII! Bo It 
O pious souls, we, therefore, ask you 
what leads to everlasting bliss. In this world 
association with pious souls like you even 
for half a moment is indeed like a treasure 
to human beings. (30) 


eats ATA Gea Ale A: Bra ATA | 
À: Wa: WOR SPATS: 11 38 Ul 
If we are qualified to hear of them, 
pray! tell us those righteous duties and 
observances sacred to the Lord, pleased 
with which that birthless Lord confers His 
very Self upon His votary. (31) 
MARE IATA 
wa à fafa geet aga Hee: | 
Wha aay Mica gaaei TATU 3? I 
Narada continued: O Vasudeva, 
questioned thus by King Nimi, the worshipful 
sages complimented the king, his priests 
and the supervisors of the sacrifice, and 
gladly spoke by turns as follows: (32) 
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Aaea aa frada sit u3an 


Kavi said: | believe that for the man 
whose mind is always agitated by mistaking 
this worthless body etc., for one’s own Self, 
worship of the Lord’s lotus-feet is the safest 
course in that through such worship all fear 
completely disappears. (33) 


Xà MTS WHT SAAT BITS | 
ais: yafaa fates arrears fe ar Ut BY I 


All those courses of conduct which were 
actually taught by the Lord Himself for His 
own Realization without much exertion even 
by the ignorant, surely know them as 
conducive to His pleasure. (34) 
STATE AT TTL AT Tet Sheer | 
ara Pea aT AA AT RSCTA TASS BG N 

O king, resorting to those courses a 
man would never go astray; even if he 
follows them running in a desultory way or 
with closed eyes, i.e., ignorantly, he would 
not stumble or take a false step. (35) 


at area mAT 
LENSA ATTA | 
aù ae aq wae wet 
BIN MIP IC AAA BE N 


Whatever he does with his body, tongue, 
mind or senses, reason or intellect or by 
the force of his inherited nature, he should 
consecrate all as an offering to the supreme 
Lord Narayana. (36) 
wa fgdrarfufragra: m- 

aerate = faudarseqia: | 
amaa qa am 
VARA Tela lt 39 N 

He who has turned away from the Lord 

loses the memory of his real Self, thanks to 


565_ Srimadbhagavat_Part 2_Section_38_Front 


-_., | 


His Maya, and falls a prey to the erroneous 
belief that the body is one’s own self. He is 
then seized with fear engendered by 
identification with the body, which is other 
than the Self. Therefore, a discerning person 
should worship Him with exclusive devotion, 
looking upon his preceptor as the Deity as 
well as his own Self. (37) 


get Preeareya ad: BALM 3 N 


Though duality has no real existence, it 
does appear like a dream or mental image 
to the mind of one who dwells upon it. 
Therefore, a wise man should control that 
mind from which proceed ideations and 
doubts. Fearlessness will follow from it. (38) 


Tif amit aed 
mA farsi aein: 1139 1 


Therefore, hearing of the most auspicious 
descents and deeds of Sri Hari, the Wielder 
of the discus, and singing His names denoting 
His descents and actions, well-known in 
the world, without any fear of being mocked 
at, one should move about free from 
attachment. (39) 


tiaa: vatrarrrentcat 
TAT yea s: 

wad Ra wa ma- 
eae ARTTA: N ¥o N 


The man who, having adopted such a 
course of conduct, develops love for Him by 
singing the names of his beloved Lord, his 
heart melting in devotion, loudly laughs and 
weeps, screams, sings or dances like one 
possessed, transgressing social conventions. 


(40) 
@ aqi ae mi a 
AA arent feast gA 
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ahaa O 
aq fees yet WATA: we I 
With exclusive devotion he bows to the 
sky, air, fire, water, earth, heavenly bodies, 
living beings, cardinal points, trees and the 
like, rivers and seas and all created beings, 
considering them as the body of the Lord. 


(41) 
afte: wear = fare 
Tar à fae URA: 
wee | ae: R- 


afte: fe: gASTEN SR N 

As one who eats food feels satisfied, 
gets nourishment and relief from hunger 
with every morsel, similarly in him who has 
resigned himself to the Lord, devotion, 
realization of the supreme Lord and aversion 
to other objects—all the three appear at 
once. (42) 


aanne: \ 
a wed Wi- 


Sta: wi VATU MATAN SB I 

In the votary of God, O king, who 
worships uninterruptedly as aforesaid the 
feet of Sri Hari, the immortal Lord, Devotion, 
a distaste for the enjoyments of the world 
and direct knowledge of God appear 
simultaneously; and through them he 
directly attains the state of supreme peace. 
(43) 


afa 


Inara 


aa amai gA Aaa AGN TOTA 
aor ata ae aA Aaea: x 


King Nimi submitted: Now kindly 
describe the characteristics of the Lord’s 
devotee among men, his disposition and 
course of conduct, how he behaves and 
what he speaks, and the distinctive traits 
which make him the favourite of the Lord. 

(44) 


eReara 
HA a: UÀ MARTTA: | 
qe aA ATAATA: 1 8y N 


Hari said: He is the foremost of the 
Lord's devotees, who sees himself 
established in all creatures as in the Lord 
Himself, and sees all creatures established 
in his own self as in the Divine Soul. (45) 


grat a e ford a 
iip a: Ait A HAA: se UI 


The votary who cherishes love for the 
Lord, is friendly to other devotees of the Lord, 
compassionate to the ignorant, and indifferent 
to his enemies, is a second-rate votary 
(because he discriminates among these 
classes, whereas the one described in the 
previous verse makes no discrimination). (46) 


areata Ba i a: TRAE 
AAT SAYS We: Upa: SA: 1 V9 Ul 


He who performs worship to the Lord 
with faith in an image only, and does not 
serve His devotees and other beings, is an 
ordinary devotee. (47) 


meari ar a ghee a wate | 
Roata aga a À maT: I Sd N 


He who sees the universe as a creation 
of Visnu’s Maya and, even though contacting 
the objects with his senses, neither 
experiences delight nor repulsion is indeed 
a devotee of the highest order. (48) 


faaora at 

Ware gaps: 
SESLER Ka EAG Ba F Ma LE D 

wea Bubs: tt YF Ul 

He is the foremost devotee of the Lord, 

who by virtue of his constant remembrance 
of Sri Hari is never overwhelmed by 
mundane properties, viz., birth and death, 
hunger and thirst, fatigue, fear and ardent 
longing, which really belong to the body, as 
also vital air, senses, mind and intellect, 
and never to the Self. (49) 
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A MHA SaA GET Saha Ara: | 
agna: @ A maA: tuo tl 


He is undoubtedly the foremost devotee 
of the Lord, in whose mind the craving for 
enjoyment, the impulse for action and the 
seeds of future incarnation in the shape of 
virtue and sin never sprout, and to whom 
Lord Visnu is the only resort. (50) 


TIA aAa a aisa R: 1 
msaa VE ST R: fra wae 


He is indeed beloved of the Lord, who 
never identifies himself with this body by 
virtue of his birth and pursuits, grade in 
society, race or stage of life. (51) 


TIA ta: Ut sta aaraa ar fazer 
PAYA: VT: A A TAATA: I 4R 


He is the best among the devotees of 
the Lord, who makes no distinction between 
his own and that belonging to others in the 
matter of his possessions and body. He 
looks upon all created beings with an equal 
eye and is always calm. (52) 


maireta a: a aura: ICER 


He is the foremost of the votaries of 
Lord Visnu, whose memory of the Lord is 
ever fresh, and who even for the sovereignty 


of all the three worlds (heaven, earth and 
the intermediate region) and even for half 
the time taken by the twinkling of an eye 
does not turn away from the adoration of 
the Lords’s lotus-feet, which are sought 
after by the gods and others whose mind is 
fixed on the invincible Lord. (53) 


we p GA: a 
yuata ae galfedschae: 4x il 


Just as with the rising of the moon the 
heat of the sun disappears, so the fever 
in the devotee’s heart, once banished by 
the cool lustre shed by the gem-like 
nails of the Lord’s feet taking long strides, 
while dancing with the devotee as during 
the Rasa dance, can never appear again. 

(54) 
fagata gi a ae mA- 
Bae SAAT: 
WORY aaga: 
a Vata maA ST: N hh UI 


The name of the Lord is such that, 
even when uttered under constraint or 
unconsciously, it destroys multitudinous sins. 
That man is called the best of devotees, 
whose hear the Lord Himself does not 
leave as His lotus-feet are fastened by the 
cord of Love. (55) 


gà Sinead AEI MAE Aedes) RARS ATAT: I 2 II 


Thus ends the second discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— | eae 


AA JANSATTA: 
Discourse Ill 


A Description of Māyā and the means of transcending it; 
an exposition of Brahma and the Path of Action 


vaara 
Te aoi maA ARA 
mi Ria aA Tad T:N N 


King Nimi submitted: We wish to 
know the true nature of Māyā, the deluding 
potency of the supreme Lord Visnu, which 
bewilders even those who are adepts in 
Maya (conjuring tricks). You, Revered Sirs, 
may kindly tell us of it. (1) 


Aa A Feet RANTA 
dara = AAT STATI 2 N 


| am a mortal sore afflicted by the 
sorrows of the world. Hearing your words 
narrating the nectar-like story of Sri Hari, 
which are the antidote for such afflictions, | 
do not feel satiated, i.e., | desire to hear 


them again and again. (2) 
TRA FATT 

Uefa are mAN 

asics: Taare aga Ut 3 N 


Antariksa said: O mighty-armed one, 
Maya is that energy by which the most 
ancient Person, figuring as the Source of 
the entire creation, evolved with the help 
of these gross elements all forms of life, 
great and small, for the enjoyment and 
emancipation of embodied souls (His 
particles). (3) 
wa Bert yor ular: taeng: | 
THT ESSET PAS AMA TOT Mt ¥ N 

Having thus, for the good of the Jivas, 
entered as the Inner Controller of all forms 
of life, evolved by means of the five gross 
elements, the Supreme Person splits Himself 


up and appears first as one in the form of 
the mind and further into ten, in the form of 


the ten Indriyas, and makes them, the Jivas, 
enjoying the various pleasures through them. 


(4) 
TATTLE YS Sree: WA; | 
mma g TS TT NG II 


Enjoying the various pleasures of sense 
by means of the senses illuminated by the 
said Inner Controller, the embodied soul 
identifies itself with this created body and 
gets attached to it. (5) 


qii adhe: dy a sere | 
and aint Tet wade JATAN S N 


Performing with the organs of action 
works prompted by interested motives and 
reaping the agreeable and disagreeable 
consequences of his varied actions of past 
lives, the embodied soul revolves in this 
whirligig of mundane life. (6) 
sat nite, TENA: TA 
MYATT, AeA ALT ASAM: 1 9 N 

Thus, undergoing various forms of 
existence brought about by his past actions 
and carrying many evils with them, the soul 
helplessly goes through repeated births and 
deaths till the final dissolution of creation. 

T 


agea BAT Ach KA ARR 
ame: sare geari i I 
When the dissolution of the five gross 
elements is imminent, the Time-Spirit, 
endless and without beginning, actually draws 
the manifest universe, consisting of gross 
and subtle matter, towards the Unmanifest 
(primordial Matter). (8) 


mat agina fa! 
TAa ne aR S | 
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Then there appears on earth a dreadful 
drought lasting for a hundred years. The 
sun with its heat increased by the said 
Time-Spirit torments the three worlds. (9) 
Uae ATT Tatura: | 
aia fa ae ATTA: 1 gon 

A huge and terrible fire rising from the 
thousand mouths of Sankarsana (the serpent- 
god) and, burning everything from the bottom 
of the subterranean world, shoots up in 
high flames and, propelled b 


y the wind, 
spreads in all directions. 


(10) 


The host of clouds charged with universal 
dissolution pour down showers, as thick as 
the trunk of an elephant, for one hundred 
years without pause with the result that the 
cosmos is submerged in water. (11) 


wat former Aura: Geet FT 
seh fart gat Freer sare: g? N 
Then, leaving his cosmic body, O 
protector of men, Brahma (the cosmic 
person) gets merged in the Unmanifest 
Brahma, just as fire enters its unmanifest 
State (gets extinguished) when divested of 
fuel. (12) 
TTT SAT y: Alera sea | 
Ulett qed ARa N 23 N 
Denuded of its distinctive quality, smell, 
by the wind, the earth is reconverted into 
the state of water; and, deprived by the 
Same of taste, water is reduced to the state 
of fire. (13) 


ered g are areal ARA: weiter | 
aesan arate cat exi 


Deprived of its attribute, viz., colour by 
darkness, fire gets merged into the air; 
and, deprived of its quality of touch by 
ether, the air merges into the latter (ether, 
its cause). (14) 


ITS g AM area cite | 
giai wat afg: ae AmA TT 
wana weet piema N gy 


Deprived of its quality of sound by God 
in the form of the Time-Spirit, ether gets 
merged into the Tāmasika ego. The senses 
and the intellect, O king, merge in the ego 
of passion, and the mind with the deities 
born of the illuminated ego merges into the 
knowledge of the Self. The ego with its 
triple modification merges into the Mahat- 
tattva, which in its turn merges into Prakrti 
or the elemental Nature and this ultimately 
merges into Brahma. (15) 


We have described for you the Lord’s 
triple Maya, comprising of Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas, which creates, sustains and 
annihilates the creation. What else 


do you 
desire to hear? 


(16) 
wara 
adamya mat gempa: | 
Te: eR aad FATS RO N 
King Nimi submitted: It may kindly be 
pointed out to me now, O eminent sage, 
how men looking upon the gross body as 
their Self may easily get over this divine 
Māyā, so difficult to cross for those who 
have not been able to control their mind. 


(17) 


IJE SAT 
SAAT Saeed ERI T) 
Tea ore ferme ieni yor 1 gN 
Prabuddha replied: One must observe 
how human beings living in pairs as husband 


and wife, striving to gain happiness and 
remove misery, obtain only contrary results. 


(18) 
Rea aa gida 
Ternera N: Get AR: RAFE: N 2e A 
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What happiness can be derived from 
wealth, which is so difficult to obtain and 
can be earned only by means of constantly 
painful effort and which leads to one’s death? 
Or, what joy can one get from the possession 
of houses, children, friends or relations and 
cattle, transient as they are, and the fruit of 
one’s actions? (19) 
Ua ete wt aaga PANAR 
Parnas GMT SAART RO N 

Similarly, one should realize that the 
heavenly regions are also transient and full 
of misery, their attainment being the fruit of 
one’s actions; and there too, as in this 
world, there is rivalry with the superior ones, 
mutual discord among the equals and hatred 
towards those inferior to one’s own self and 
fear of a fall, as there is among chieftains 

here. (20) 
qam TE wda aag: AA STAA 
a UT a Aai ega 3R N 
Therefore, one desirous of knowing the 
highest good should resort to a preceptor, 
who is versed in the Vedas (which embody 
Brahma in the form of words), has realized 
the ultimate Reality and who is free from 
attachment and hatred. (21) 


aa maa rats AA atata: | 
aage AAs sA AT: AV 


Under the preceptor, whom one should 
love as one’s own self and as the object of 
one’s devotion, one should, by rendering 
devoted service to him, learn the ways of 
life of the Lord’s devotees, by which Sri 
Hari is pleased—Sri Hari, who is the Soul of 
the universe and gives Himself away to His 
devotees. (22) 


add Wasa Ht a ATTA 
cat ast wera a yes Bata 23 N 


First the disciple should learn detachment 
of the mind from all objects (body, children 
etc.), and attachment to the Lord’s devotees. 
And he should also learn to cherish in all 


sincerity compassion, friendliness and 
humility towards one’s inferiors, equals and 
superiors, respectively. (23) 
yia cuhataart a AA AE | 
ageda a wad GaaAa: evi 
He should further learn to acquire 
purity, external and internal, devotion to his 
religious duties, endurance, control over his 
speech, a habit to study the scriptures, 
sincerity, continence, non-violence and 
evenness of mind under the stress of 
dualities, like pleasure and pain, profit and 
loss. (24) 
CEILGE iUe e L aerated | 
faimea aA A aha RY I 
He should learn to see the Atma as the 
intelligent substance and Iswara, the Ruling 
Principle, pervading all, live in solitude, 
without any sense of possession for any 
dwelling, wear pure clothing or rags (stitched 
together) and feel satisfied with whatever 
he could get for food. (25) 
sgi unTad mAs Prenat at fe | 
miaa a Get yaga N RA II 
He should also learn to have faith in 
the scriptures celebrating the Lord, without 
disparaging other scriptures, and curb his 
mind, speech and actions through control of 
breath, tongue and activity, respectively, 
and to be truthful and able to control the 
senses and mind. (26) 
sai midi a UTR MTHATT: | 
Sar a aA sarde RS N 
He should learn to hear, sing and dwell 
on the story of the advent, pastimes and 
excellences of Lord Sri Hari of wonderful 
deeds and to do everything for pleasing 
Him. 27) 
ge ad aa wed Gi Tea: freA! 
ST IATL ET MOTT eT FTA! 8 


He should further learn to offer to the 
supreme Lord all his sacrificial activities, 
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gifts, austerities, repetition of the sacred 
syllables, righteous conduct, and all that he 


likes for himself, nay, his wife, children, 
house and his very life. (28) 


T poe APY a wea 
uR ae We ay WAFU Re N 

He should also learn to love devotedly 
those persons, who have realized Sri Krsna 
as their own Self and as the Lord of their 
life; to serve the mobile and immobile 
creatures as the embodiments of the Lord; 
and specially to serve human beings and 
among them more specially those who 


adhere to their own duty and are devotees 
of the Lord. (29) 


NERA wet AEAN: | 
frat afea amar: 30 u 
He should further learn to expound and 
discuss among the devotees the sacred 
glory of the Lord, and in association with 
others find delight and satisfaction resulting 
in the freedom of the mind from egotism. 
(30) 
mma: Cee Asd ee 


WAT CAAA Her AAR TTL 32 N 

Thus remembering and reminding one 
another of Sri Hari, who destroys innumerable 
Sins in an instant, their devotion turning into 
divine love, the devotees filled with rapture 
experience a thrill of joy. (31) 


watt qt ata fat: uae 


Sometimes they weep due to the anguish 
of separation from Sri Hari, sometimes they 
laugh and rejoice and address Him as if He 
were present by their side, indulge joyfully 
in dancing and singing, and sometimes, 
thinking of the birthless Lord, feel that they 
have reached the Supreme Person, and 
thereby become peaceful and silent. In this 
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way their behaviour becomes altogether 
unconventional. (32) 


Eirik uc rare o ts La REJE? m HAT AGAAT | 
mea nA ERTL 33 N 


Thus learning and following the ways of 
life of the Lord’s devotees and devoted to 
Him, his devotion developing into divine 
love, the devotee easily crosses the 
unfathomable Maya. (33) 


WHAT 
ARTUR AIT: UAT: | 
Remia at ab aa fe aaf: uss 

King Nimi said: O sages, since you 
are foremost among those who have realized 
Brahma, the Ultimate Reality, pray, explain 


to us the real nature of Paramatma or 


Brahma, who is called by the name of 
Narayana. (34) 


Seiten Aè wt Weak | 


Pippalayana said: O rul 
know that to be the sy 
which 


er of men, 
preme Reality, 
is responsible for the creation, 
sustenance and dissolution of this universe, 
and itself has no cause of its Own; and that 
which exists in all the three states of 
consciousness, waking life, dream and deep 
sleep, as well as in the supra-conscious 
State, (beyond the aforesaid three States), 
and animated by which the body, senses, 
breath and the inner mind exist and 


perform 
their functions. (35) 
Aart fasta aria wga 

mRNT a aan: <M: | 
Vedi sft cern PTAs Sen 


naana aga 4 Praag: vse 1 
Just as sparks cannot illumine, much 
less burn, fire, which is their Origin, the 
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mind, speech, eye, intellect, life-breath and 
senses cannot grasp or reach the ultimate 
Reality. The revealed word, Veda, too makes 
no positive assertion about It, though it is 
the only authority for Its existence. By denying 
itself the power to describe It, it speaks of 
It merely by import (inference). No negative 
description, however, would be possible if 
there were no Reality. (36) 


Sele wis Hee TH: WAT BW N 

That which was one before creation 
became known as Pradhana (or Prakrti) of 
triple nature, consisting of Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas. Then by its active power it 
became known as the Sutratma and by its 
power of understanding it became known 
as the Mahat-tattva. Again, as a condition 
investing the Jiva or individual soul it became 
known as Ahankara, the ego. The 
incomprehensible Brahma alone shines as 
the deities presiding over the senses, the 
senses and the objects of senses and the 
experience of pleasure and pain. The gross 
effect and the subtle cause are all Brahma, 
because It is the Cause of both. (37) 


Aa sista a uR Teads 
x giaa nafaa arenon fè | 


mo aAA fercniead ALN 3 N 


This Atma (Brahma) was never born 
and will never die. It neither grows nor 
undergoes decay, because It is the witness 
of the different states of those objects which 
come into existence and die away. It is 
omnipresent and eternally abiding pure 
consciousness; yet like Prana (life-breath) It 
appears as many under the influence of the 
senses. (38) 


uda 


wa afafa a waa 
pe A ATTA: 11 38 11 


The vital air, as a matter of fact, follows 
everywhere the Jiva, whether born of egg, 
womb, sweat or sprung out of soil, and 
itself remains unchanged in the different 
bodies. Even so, the Atma too remains 
unaffected in the state of sound sleep, 
when the senses are oblivious and also 
when the ego is dormant, i.e., the subtle 
body has become functionless. Its continuity 
even at that time is proved by the fact that 
we remember the Atma on waking as the 
witness of the enjoyment of sound sleep. 


(39) 
TASHA EEEE IEKA a 
Aaen aeda prn | 
afar Ayra sanaa oaae 
mA ARN: HATART: N Yo N 
Just as the light of the sun shines to 
clear eyes, so the truth of the Self is directly 
revealed to the pure heart of the man who 
is earnestly devoted to the Lord and intensely 
desires to obtain His holy feet, and has thus 
freed his mind from the impurities born of 
qualities and actions. (40) 
adara 
pidi ded A: EN AA HPT: | 
faang maT Tenei fared TA Se I 
The king submitted : Pray! describe 
for us that Yoga of action through which 
man in his present life soon destroys his 
Karma and, thus purified, attains that supreme 
knowledge, which follows dissociation from 
all actions. (41) 
wa ugi ig afe | 
MIST TAIT: TATA SRO ATA || x? ll 
Formerly, in the presence of my father, 
Ikswaku, | put this question to the o 
Sanatkumāra etc., but those Rsis, sons ° 
Brahma, did not answer it. Pray, tell me 
why they did not reply. (42) 
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antea sara 
aiaia Aaa a ARR: | 
ACA Aaaa TA ga H: 43 N 


Āvirhotra said: Actions enjoined by 
the scriptures, prohibitions as opposed to 
the former and transgressions of the 
prescribed ones are to be known only from 
the Vedas and are not mere secular affairs; 
and as the Vedas are the revelations of 
God, even the learned get confused in 
distinguishing the three kinds of actions. If 
the Rsis did not reply to your question, 
obviously the reason was that at that time 
you were a mere lad and would not have 
understood the answer. (43) 


maad AISA ATTA | 
aiaa patter faert Ws AAT vx ul 


The Veda has a deeper import than 
what the words apparently convey. The real 
purpose of the Veda is to secure exemption 
from actions and their fruit, but, obviously, 
temptations of gaining heaven through 
prescribed actions are held out to the 
ignorant, just as a boy is tempted with 
sweets to swallow a bitter medicine. (44) 


ATEN Ae AA aAA: | 
aad gado yei a: we tl 


One who is himself ignorant and has no 
control over one’s senses and fails to perform 
actions enjoined by the Vedas, commits the 
sin of dereliction and passes from one death 
to another, i.e., remains involved in the 
cycle of births and deaths. (45) 
Ama patoi eisiaa 
Trai aud fated emat RaR: N YEU 

One who performs only actions 
prescribed by the Vedas, without attachment 
to their fruits and surrendering them to the 
Lord, attains to that ultimate fulfilment, which 


means that knowledge which proceeds from 
freedom from actions. The promise of fruits, 


as mentioned in the Vedas, is meant only to 
create interest in actions (The prescribed 
actions and their fruits are described really 
for ultimately getting freedom from actions). 

(46) 


a amy gafa AAA: T: | 
RAe to aAA a AITAN wo N 


Whoever wishes to snap quickly the 
knot of heart (viz., egotism—the sense of | 
and mine and mistaking the body for the 
soul) in the soul, who is no other than 
the Supreme, should with Vedic rites, 
accompanied by Tantric rites, worship Lord 


Kegava. (47) 
MEMES Baal, AT aaf TATT: | 
TAGSTRAA AAAS SAT: N8 N 


One who has obtained initiation in the 
sacred texts through the grace of a preceptor, 
and has learnt from him the mode of worship 
should worship the Lord in the image of his 
choice. (48) 
Ufa: agaaa: moraa: | 
foros faites Para SSAA WF Ul 

He should observe cleanliness and then, 
sitting in front of the image, purify his body 
by controlling his breath and other practices 
and fortify himself by duly assigning the 
various parts of the body to different deities 
and worship the Lord. (49) 


aaia wea anit aaen: | 
eaters PATEL Wee TETRI Yo N 
Wenders Barer RT: | 
RR: PAA Yer VAG AT 4e 1 


First he should purify the articles of 
worship (flowers etc., by removing insects 
and so on), the earth (by sweeping it), his 
own self (through calmness) and the image 
(by removing the coating of sandal-paste etc.), 
and thus make them fit for worship. Then he 
should sprinkle water on his seat, keep ready 
water for washing the hands and feet etc., 
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of the Deity with and other articles. Then with 
a concentrated mind he should invoke the 
Deity in the image and, having installed the 
Deity in his heart and other parts of the body, 
adore the Lord, with the available articles of 
worship, in the image etc., or in the heart 
chanting the fundamental sacred formula or 


Mantra. (50-51) 
aiai adai at at Ald ARAT: | 


Teresita: rare AET: 1 42 N 
ESI GESIENE UGIKIN AEG ZA 
qhia aag eae: aT ARAN 43 I 


He should worship the image of the 
Deity including His various limbs as well as 
the emblems He wears (e.g., the discus 
Sudarśana etc.), and His retinue, Sunanda 
and others, repeating the sacred syllables 
pertaining to that Deity, offering water for 
washing His hands and feet and rinsing His 
mouth, and so on, bathing the image, robing 
and decorating It with ornaments, offering 
Him sandal-paste, flowers, unbroken grains 


of rice for adorning His forehead with, 
garland, incense, light and food. Thus 
worshipping the Lord with His entourage 
well according to the prescribed rites, the 
devotee should sing hymns in praise of 
Lord Śrī Hari and prostrate himself before 
the image. (52-53) 
aa a A fs STAT: | 
Jama reheat AA AHA YY 
One should duly worship the image of 
Śrī Hari, while thinking himself as permeated 
by the Lord; and then, placing the holy relic 
(offered flowers etc.), on his own head, 
finish the worship and deposit the worshipped 
image at its place and the Lord in his heart. 
(54) 


Tahia RÀ À AT T: | 
airnean eA fe AWM 


He who thus worships the Lord, the 
Universal Soul, in the fire, the sun, water 
etc., or in his guest, or his own heart surely 
gets liberated very soon. (55) 


af Åre AIÒ MAEA RETIRERA A ÅRS ATA: I 3 I 


Thus ends the third discourse, in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA Ada seam: 
Discourse IV 
A description of the Lord’s Descents 


THAT 
af amie mai aa: aaraa: | 
ae atte chat at gR Gad T: N R N 


King Nimi said: Pray, narrate to us 
those various deeds which Sri Hari performed 
in this world during His different incarnations, 
assumed according to His free will and tell 
us those deeds also which He is performing 
now or will perform in future. (1) 


gía sara 
at at ade TOMA 
Tater Fg areas: | 
wits ia FiA 
aoa Yafaa: 1? I 
The sage Drumila said: He who seeks 


(completely) to count the endless qualities 
of the infinite Lord is really a person of 
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puerile understanding. One may possibly 
count, somehow, in course of time the 
particles of dust on earth, but in no case the 
excellences of me PAN Lord. (2) 


a am aaa EER 
mi ae: yene- 
wa wman Ra: UB NN 
When Lord Nārāyaņa, the first and 
foremost Deity, created, with the five primary 
elements evolved by Himself, the universe 
as His body and entered into it by a part of 
His (as Its Inner Controller), then He acquired 
the name of Purusa. (3) 


qef: Rafera mfra X i 


The three worlds constitute His body; 
through His organs come into being the 
twofold organs of action and knowledge of 
all creatures, and by Himself He is 
Consciousness; His breath is the source of 
the bodily and organic strength and activity 
of the world; through Sattva and other 
qualities (Rajas and Tamas) He is the first 


author responsible for the creation, 
subsistence and destruction of universe. (4) 
Tara wt 


fan: feat agaaga: l 


TASAA AHA YSU: A AET 


zagaa: mai WTA & Ul 
United with Rajas, that most ancient 
Person appeared in the beginning as Brahma 
for the creation of this universe; in association 
with the quality of Sattva the same Lord 
appeared as God Visnu for the continuity of 
the universe and for the maintenance of 
Dharma among the twice-born and for giving 
the fruit of sacrifices; endowed with Tamas 
He appeared as Rudra for the destruction 
of the universe. Through these (Brahma, 


Visnu and Rudra) proceed the creation, 
preservation and destruction of the creatures 
in each Kalpa. (5) 


He was born as the foremost of the 
Rsis, possessed of perfect tranquillity, viz., 
Narayana and Nara, of Murti, daughter of 
Daksa and wife of Dharma. They preached 
that kind of action (viz., worship of the Lord) 
which leads to the knowledge of the Self 
and themselves practised it. Their feet are 
worshipped by the best of Rsis and even 
today They, Nara-Narayana, are performing 
that very action. (6) 


Fat arga oe are garcia 
F E TTT A AAT | 
TATRA: 
Baines: ull 


Suspecting that the sage, Narayana, 
desired to take possession of his domain 
(heaven), Indra sent Kamadeva, the god of 
love, with his attendants to Badarikasrama, 
which owed its name to its grove of jujube 
trees. Kamadeva did not know His prowess 
and he went there with a bevy of celestial 
nymphs, soft breezes and the spring season, 
and tried to disturb His mind with the arrow- 
like amorous glances of the women. (7) 


faara mapanga: 
We Veet maa USAT 
m see À Wea Hed gaaat 
Teta A aaa Peery E N 


Narayana, knowing that Indra had done 
that misdeed, loudly laughed and without 
astonishment or haughtiness said to the 
trembling visitors, “O powerful Kamadeva, 
O wind-god and celestial damsels ! do not 
be afraid. Accept our hospitality and fill this 
hermitage by your presence.” (8) 
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ger a Wea ea: 
aaa: wat Aye: 

Jaq fart afar west fafai 
anman US 


O king! when Narayana made them 
fearless and spoke thus, Kamadeva and 
the other gods bent their heads with shame, 
and said to the merciful Lord, “If You 
remained unaffected by the attacks of 
Kamadeva, it is no matter for surprise, as 
You are beyond Maya and subject to no 
change. Your lotus-feet are adored by hosts 
of sages who have conquered their senses 
and revel in the Self. (9) 


wat Aaa Wpal Tears: 

Talent aaga WH aaa UE TI 
ARR aféfs ae ea: ATA, 

ere Ud anfa ate FTTH It Yo n 


“When persons worshipping You 
transcend the region of the gods and rise to 
Your supreme Abode, deities put many 
obstacles in their path. But the other one is 
not so obstructed—he who offers to the 
deities their shares in the form of oblations 
into the sacred fire. Yet, You being the 
Protector, the devotee tramples over all 


obstacles. (10) 
PARC IGNO ETISKA SD ie 
Tea aere fetta hA 
mera Aft farne aot WS T- 
Tafa graye Garaget tl gR 


“Some people overcome present hunger 
and thirst, cold, heat and rain (the 
distinguishing features of the cold and the 
hot weather and the rains), control the air, 
the palate and the sexual urge, which are 
so difficult to cross like endless oceans; but 
they fall victims to futile anger and thus 
render useless their hard austerities. They 
are like persons who having crossed oceans 
get drowned in the hollow caused by a 
cow's hoof.” (11) 
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Str mpi i feratsergaesrt: | 
ayama Bsa Cara: pA: 1122 11 


When Kamadeva, Spring etc., thus 
praised Him, the almighty Narayana 
produced and displayed women of wonderful 
beauty, fully adorned with ornaments, 
waiting upon Himself (And thus the pride of 
Kamadeva and his retinue was humbled). 

(12) 
agar geen fara: Ra efaa: | 
Ta Wyse walerdeatsra: N 83 1 

Those attendants of Indra saw these 
women, as beautiful as Goddess Laksmi, 
and got enchanted by the fragrance of their 
bodies; they found their own beauty faint 
when compared with their surpassing beauty. 

(13) 
aig aadA: uoa uga | 
MAHA gg ATT ETTA N g% UI 

Lord Narayana laughingly told the 
humbled Kamadeva and others that they 
might choose from among those women 
one like themselves who would be an 
ornament to heaven. (14) 


Aaea Ara dt arabes: | 
Sagi: seat Ope fest TA: gu Il 
Obeying this command with the word 
“Amen!” Indra’s attendants offered their 
respects to Narayana and choosing Urvasi, 
the best of those celestial damsels, returned 
to heaven following her. (15) 


sara vals qoaat ffeatenary | 

Sarat weecara fafera: ui gA N 
They bowed to Indra in the court of the 

gods, and described to them, eager to hear, 


the prowess of Narayana, hearing which 
Indra was astonished and got dismayed.(16) 


Aaa E AETA gol 


»! 
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Appearing for the good of the worlds in 
varying digits as the divine Swan, Lord 
Dattatreya, the sages Sanaka, Sanandana, 
Sanatana and Sanatkumara, and our father, 
Lord Rsabha, the immortal Lord Visnu 
Himself taught the knowledge of the Self. 
In the form of Hayagriva, He killed the 
demon, Madhu, and recovered the Vedas 
from him. (17) 


ise Aafeiwerays wey 
vals en felt sara: amy! 
att Ri sams 
Tele TPT ge N 


In His descent in the form of the divine 
Fish, the Lord rescued at the time of universal 
dissolution the Manu, named Satyavrata, 
and protected the earth as well as the 
seeds of the different foodgrains. Lifting the 
earth from the bottom of the ocean in His 
descent as the divine Boar, He killed the 
demon Hiranyaksa. In the form of the divine 
Tortoise, He supported the mountain called 
Mandara on His back when the ocean was 
being churned for nectar, and rescued the 
distressed king of elephants from the jaws 
of the alligator when the former sought Him 
for protection. (18) 
Hasena 

Veh a gaen uae | 
Aè faa amma 
mA Bat ÈN Leu 


The Lord rescued the Rsis known as 
the Valakhilyas, who, being of the size of a 
thumb and having grown weak through 
austerities, had fallen into a pit as though 
into the sea and had been duly praising 
Him. Similarly, He saved Indra, who had 
incurred the sin of Brahmanicide by having 
killed Vrtra, a Brahmana by birth, and 
further rescued helpless celestial women, 
who stood imprisoned in the houses of 
Asuras. And during His descent as 
the Man-Lion, Lord Narasirnha, He killed 


Hiranyakasipu, the ruler of the Asuras, in 
order to rid His devotees like Prahlada of 
fear. (19) 


cary afer a haraa aa 
BAA YATE] HOLY: | 
YAMS AH SATE TC: AAT 
rare A: AAA: tl 2 N 


And in the war between the gods 
and demons He killed the demon chiefs for 
the sake of the gods, and in different 
Manvantaras through different part 
manifestations protected the worlds. 
Assuming the form of the divine Dwart, 
Vamana, He obtained on the pretext of 
asking for alms the earth from Bali and 
gave it to the gods, the sons of Aditi. (20) 
Patera aia frat 

wR keapen mta: | 
Ui sheet rer apre AS 
Saana ATAA: 11 22 

Descending as Parasurama, the fire 
born of the Bhargava race for the destruction 
of the Haihayas, He Swept the Ksatriyas 
off the surface of the earth thrice seven 
times. And in His descent as Sri Rama, the 
Spouse of Sita, He bridged the ocean and 
killed the ten-headed demon, Ravana and 
destroyed his capital, Lanka. He is always 


victorious everywhere and His fame destroys 
the sins of the people. (21) 


EEE JKUCAN 
Yar att aR TTEA 22 1 


Though birthless, the Lord will appear 
in the race of Yadu in order to remove the 
burden of the earth, and perform deeds 
which cannot easily be accomplished even 
by the gods. Then appearing as Lord 
Buddha He will bewilder and confuse by 
His arguments those who perform sacrificial 
rites though unqualified for them. And 


590 


+» SRIMAD BHAGAVATA = 


[Dis. 5 


appearing as Kalki at the end of the Kali 
age, He will destroy the Sidra kings. (22) 


Uafaents aatfir aah a SETA: | 


fT aftagrat affa maA R3 N recounted by the wise. 


O king of mighty arms! many such 
descents and deeds of the Lord of the 
universe, of immense glory have been 
(23) 


gà aera ASTD MAEA ASAHI MH À AJR PATA: N% I 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhāgavata-Purāņa, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA LANSAR: 
Discourse V 


The Fate of non-devotees; different methods of the Lord’s worship 
according to the different Yugas 


aara 
qai et mA a enaA: | 
Amaai cht roA RETTA N g N 


King Nimi submitted: O jewels among 
those sages who have realized the Self! 
what will be the fate of those who do not 
generally adore Lord Sri Hari and whose 
desires have not been satiated and whose 
mind and senses are yet uncontrolled? (1) 


JAJ IAA 
TERETA: YEENAÀ: Tel 
aad aa at faa: JA NU 

Camasa replied: From the mouth, arms, 
thighs and feet of the Lord were, respectively, 
evolved the four Varnas or castes with the 
four ASramas or stages in life. And they 
were distinctly divided into Brahmanas, 
Ksatriyas, Vaigyas and Śūdras according to 
their Gunas or qualities of Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas and their combinations. (2) 
a wat Yad MAMATA | 
A UTA ed LAMA CST: TTT: W3l 

Among these, they who do not adore 


the Supreme Person though knowing Him 
to be their direct Originator and Ruler and 


ignore Him, fall from their status and go 
down to hell. (3) 


geam: fre qraregqaatcar: | 
fra: yara ASR ARITA ¥ UI 


Many women, Stdras and others are 
far from (through neglect or distaste) hearing 
the Lord’s stories or discourses and also 
from singing His praises, deserve pity from 
devotees like you. It should be your duty to 
bring them to the right path. (4) 


fag mAr a Bt: wre: Tefen 
sea werrenta qerararranfes: 14 N 


Brahmanas, Ksatriyas and Vaisyas stand 
very near the feet of Sri Hari by virtue of 
their birth and Vedic Sarnskaras (ceremonies 
for the twice-born). Yet they get misguided 
by the Vedas as they miss their real meaning 
and interpret them literally about the fruits 
of actions. (5) 
miaa: Kren Wat: ude: | 
aefa SAUL aT eM TET RAER: 1 & I 

They do not know the secret of action; 
though foolish, they consider themselves 


learned and become conceited; they indulge 
in fine talk and are fascinated by the honeyed 
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words describing the transient fruit of 
actions. (6) 
THT UAH: AMSAT sierra: | 
afu AIPA: wa eraa O 1 
Being dominated by Rajas they resolve 
upon cruel deeds; their desire for pleasures 
is insatiable; their anger is like that of a 


serpent and they love ostentation and show 


pride. Such sinners laugh at the devotees 
of the Lord. (7) 


ga ow aa paan 
Living in homes where sexual pleasures 
predominate, they remain devoted to women 
and talk among themselves of the pleasures 
of sense alone. They perform sacrifices 
without observing the rules and without 
distributing food and giving money to the 
Brāhmaņas and only kill animals for 
sustenance, not realizing the sin involved in 
destruction of life. (8) 


Ba auena faer 
aN Sa aAA PATT | 
Weer: AIRA, 
Asana SA, E: 8 
Blinded with pride born of their wealth 
and power, pedigree and learning, 
munificence, comeliness of form, physical 
strength and actions, those wicked men 
despise not only the saintly, who are beloved 
of Sri Hari, but the Lord Himself. (9) 


aarti a a yos 
TH waga | ada Qo lt 
Those fools do not heed what the 
Vedas say about the Lord, viz., that, like the 
sky, He is eternally present in all creatures 
as their very Self and as the ultimate object 


of all human pursuits. They interpret the 
Vedas as discussing only the objects of 
desire. (10) 


ah aaa 


Fram, weit fe aa AT 
EISES faareaa- 
TRTE afar i ge u 


Man is naturally inclined towards the 
enjoyment of sexual pleasure, flesh and 
wine. No rules enjoin him to indulge in 
them. A certain check is provided over 
these tendencies by the Sastra by permitting 
sexual commerce with one’s wedded wife, 
meat-eating at the end of an animal sacrifice, 
drinking of wine during a Sautramani sacrifice 
(in the case of those who are addicted to 
these); the real intention of the Sastra is to 
turn man away from them. (11) 


ww a ear ar à 
wi alaarraaent st 

Tl Pa me 
ya a waa ga ean 
The only fruit, i.e., proper use of wealth 
is Dharma or piety which gives knowledge 
and direct realization and forthwith leads to 
supreme peace or Liberation. Those who 
use wealth solely for their own comfort or of 


their family forget death, the formidable 
enemy of their body. (12) 


a m fafea: gan- 
wat m a fea 
w aaa: wet a wt 


wa fas a fag: erent esi 

They do not understand the pure essence 

of their religion. Only the smelling of wine is 
sanctioned in a Sautramani sacrifice and 
animal sacrifice is allowed for the adoration 
of the deities and it is not permissible to kill 
them for meat. Similarly, sexual relation 
with one’s wife is allowed with the motive of 
‘getting an issue and not for the sake of 
enjoyment. (13) 
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Jafa: Sen: Tahar: | 
We gota Raan: Wea Glas AT ATTN gxu 
Those who are ignorant of this real 
Dharma and, though wicked and haughty, 
account themselves virtuous, kill animals 
without any feeling of remorse or fear of 
punishment, and are devoured by those 
very animals in their next birth. (14) 


fer: Wey a afta 
Yas ATS TAT: TAT: I h N 


Those who hate others, in whom also 
dwells the same Self or Hari, hate Hari 
Himself and, being deeply attached to their 
mortal body and other relations, fall into 
hell. (15) 


FATA À Aaya FSA | 
Fafiten aai seat arated Fl g N 


Those who have not attained the 
knowledge of real truth but have passed the 
stage of utter ignorance, and are attached 
to the threefold objects of existence viz., 
Dharma, Artha and Kama, but have no time 
to pursue the path of Liberation, are sure to 
bring about their ruin. (16) 
Ue AAAS SAM AMAA: | 
MAHAR À BITTE: It RO Ut 

They kill their own self, and, being devoid 
of peace of mind, regard ignorance as 
knowledge, i.e., confuse action for knowledge. 
They do not experience fulfilment and, being 
frustrated in their aims and thwarted by the 
Time-Spirit, become miserable. (17) 
fearararntaa 9 qermenreraga: | 
aA Paya ASAT ST: 8S UN 

Those who are averse to the Lord are 
forced to forsake their home, wealth, children 


and friends, gained with great difficulty, and 
enter the dark hell. (18) 


WHAT 
afer caret u eras fee aut: ag g: | 
T ar aor fate gra aerate N 28 UN 
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King Nimi submitted: Pray, tell us now 
in which ages, assuming what forms and 
colours and by what names the Lord js 
known, and by what prescribed rites He is 
worshipped by men. (19) 

AUT SAT 


Fpi Fat grat a ARAT, cya: | 
mani Rn arta fate it 20 1) 


Sage Karabhajana replied: Lord Kesava 
in the ages of Satya, Treta, Dwapara and 
Kali assumes different colours, names and 
forms and is worshipped in different modes. 

(20) 


Ba ragag i EA AHA: | 
POTN AA FIVE ISHATST II 22 I 


In the Satya age the Lord is of white 
complexion, has four arms, wears matted 
locks and is clad in barks and deerskin. He 
puts on the sacred thread and carries a 
rosary of Rudraksa and a staff and a 
Kamandalu (water-pot made of wild cocoanut 
shell). (21) 
TA Tal STM PAT: Fes: TAT: | 
aaa ae St VAT A AAT AN II 

In that age men have as a matter of 
fact a calm mind, entertain no feeling of 
animosity towards anybody and are friendly 
towards all creatures; they look upon all 
with an equal eye. They propitiate the Lord 
by their Tapas (in the form of contemplation) 
and by their control of mind and the senses. 

(22) 
Ba: Tout Apu emf AASTAT: | 
BVT: yesa: UAT Arar il V3 Ul 

In the Satya age the Lord is called by 
the names of Harhsa, Suparna, Vaikuntha, 
Dharma, Yogeswara, Amala, ISwara, Purusa, 
Avyakta and Paramatma. (23) 


Aaa aiis aqatgaaact: | 
FETA TATA STRATE TART: N RY N 


In the age of Treta the Lord is of crimson 
hue; He has four arms, wears a triple cord 
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about His loins and has golden locks. He 
appears in the form of sacrifices as described 
in the three Vedas and wields on His person 
a Sruk, Sruva (ladles for pouring ghee into 
the sacred fire) and other accessories used 
in the performance of sacrifices. (24) 
ad aa wy ca addons et) 
qafa FASTA HAT APACS TATA: 1 VEU 
In that age pious men who are teachers 
of the Vedas worship through the Vedic lore 
Lord Sri Hari as an embodiment of all the 
deities. (25) 


farda: ymi: udla SET: | 
qria sema silt RA N 


In that age of Tretā He is called by 
the names of Visnu, Yajña, Prsnigarbha, 
Sarvadeva, Urukrama, Vrsakapi, Jayanta 
and Urugaya. (26) 


grax serarsaara: Utaarean Fryer: | 
siames Aa ATA: N 291 


In the Dwāpara age the Lord is of a 
dark brown complexion, remains clad in 
yellow silk, wields in His arms His own 
weapons and emblems viz., the conch, 
discus, mace and lotus, wears the Kaustubha 
gem and is distinguished by the marks of 
Śrīvatsa (a curl of white hair on the right 
side of His bosom) etc. (27) 
daa Ges nA AENTsiataoTy | 
asta dena ut fara FAN RLN 

In that age, O king, men seeking to 
know the ultimate Reality worship the 
Supreme Person, who is characterized by 
the regalia proper to a monarch such as the 
umbrella, fly-whisk etc., as indicated in the 
Vedas and the Tantras. (28) 


TA areas wa: aA AI 
WEES Gt Wad TA: N RSN 


Hail to You, Vasudeva; hail to 
Sankarsana and hail to You, the almighty 
Lord, as Pradyumna and Anirudha! (29) 
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ART RÀ SMT HE | 
Ryàrana ayaa HAYTA AH: I 3o N 


Hail to the sage Nārāyana, the almighty, 
all-pervading, all-embodying Ruler of the 
universe, dwelling in the heart of all. (30) 


gfa grax sdy Hafa MAI | 
qma Heras aa N Re N 


O king, it is thus that people adore and 
praise the Lord of the universe in the 
Dwāpara age. Now hear how they worship 
Him with various rituals prescribed by the 
Tantras during the Kali age. (31) 
gorani anpi ATATA 
aa: dadada fe gA: 32 

It is well-known that in this age wise 
men worship, through sacrifices mostly 
consisting of chanting the names of the 
Lord and singing His praises, the Lord who 
is of a dark colour, though bright by lustre, 
perfect in all limbs, adorned with ornaments, 
furnished with His weapons and waited upon 
by His attendants. (32) 


ae Tagen a MURATA 33 I 


O the most exalted person, O the 
Protector of devotees, | bow to Your lotus- 
feet which are worthy of being constantly 
meditated upon, put an end to all 
discomfiture, yield all desired boons, which 
are the focus of all sacred places, are 
extolled by Siva and Brahma, afford shelter 
to all and dispel the distress of devotees 
and which serve as a bark for crossing the 
ocean of mundane existence. (33) 


RST Here aM aa 
firs MATA AMAIA | 


ehaaaftarraerag, 
ae EEN a aromas 3% N 


O the most exalted and righteous Person, 
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| bow to Thy lotus-feet, which ran after the 
illusory deer sought after by Thy beloved 
spouse, Sita. You gave up the royal 
fortune—which was coveted by the gods 
and was most difficult to forsake—merely at 
the word of your father and went away in 
exile to the forest. (34) 
Wa SIRO weary pra: | 
Tara WS, Aaiya VAT: Bk 
Thus, O king, Lord Sri Hari—the 
Bestower of all blessings including 
Liberation—is worshipped by men belonging 
to different Yugas under a name and in a 
form appropriate to the age. (35) 


let SUTRA TOA: ATTA: | 
Ga Galata a: Tare sea | 3A N 


Elderly and discriminating persons who 
appreciate the merits of the Kali age and 
choose the essence of things, extol this 
age, in which by merely chanting the names 
of the Lord one can attain all the desired 
objects, which could otherwise be had 
through many virtues only. (36) 
q ga: wat erat thet eA 
aA faa mmi yrfa avata aa: 3 

Therefore, for men lost in this world 
indeed there is no higher gain than the 
chanting of His names, whereby one attains 
to perfect peace and as a sequel to which 
the cycle of birth and death comes to an 
end. (37) 
FAUST WaT US HM Te ETAT | 
weet ae, uaaa RATRAT: 11 Be N 
SAA FATT AST ST RTT: | 
aqai a aa aaron daha 3e 0 
FA a aerquan were a erat | 
à fafa wei aai FAST AAR | 
y a aA ASHAY: | Xo N 

For this reason, O king, those living in 


the ages of Satya, Tretā and Dwāpara seek 
birth in the Kali age. O great king, in the 


Kali age only here and there men will be 
devoted to Lord Narayana; but their number 
will be large in the Dravida territory, wherein 
flow the rivers Tamraparni, Krtamala, 
Payaswini, the most sacred Kaveri, Mahanadi 
and Pratici. O great king, men who drink 
their waters generally become pure-minded 
devotees of Lord Vasudeva. (38—40) 
é € i 
a feat mago a A 
maem a: yoi ETT 
TH ypa uga Haq sei 


O king, renouncing all obligations or the 
notion of separateness from the Lord, he 
who whole-heartedly and completely resorts 
for protection to the protecting Lord is no 
more a servant of or debtor to the deities, 
Rsis or other creatures, relations or other 
men (newcomers) and deceased ancestors. 
Such a person discharges all his 
responsibilities merly by seeking refuge in 
the Lord. (41) 
wren wa: Ss rere 

amaa gR: WFT: | 
fae Aai Ri 
ia ae R aAa: x 

If a beloved devotee who has forsaken 
all other attachments and sought shelter in 
the soles of feet of the Lord incurs any sin 
for any reason, although as a rule he is 
incapable of sin, the Supreme Lord, Sri 
Hari, enshrined in his heart, washes off all 
that sin. (42) 


IRG SAI 
aat unaa sparar AfA: | 
WTA i a: Area PASTA %3 N 


Sage Nārada resumed: Hearing the 
exposition of these courses of conduct 
pleasing to the Lord, Nimi, the king of 
Mithilā, with his priests and preceptors 
delightfully adored the sons of Jayanti, a 


nine sages mentioned before. 
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aaa FAT: UAAR ayaa: | 
tat mR UTA TAL Ye N 


Then those accomplished sages 
vanished out of sight while all the people 
stood looking on. Following the aforesaid 
courses of conduct, the king attained to the 
highest goal. (44) 


AAT ATT TAA ATTA OAT | 
SUR: Sa Sel FAT ATT TATU Sy I 
O Vasudeva, the best among fortunate 
persons! following these righteous courses 
pleasing to the Lord, which you have just 
heard of, full of faith and free from 
attachment, you too will attain the highest 
goal. (45) 


qa: Gey casera Ut SAT! 
yamma Ae at Tava gR: Wwe N 
The fame of you both, husband and 
wife, really fills the whole world because the 
almighty Lord Sri Hari has chosen to be 
your son. (46) 


gÀ: = PATENTS: | 
arar ai urfa: PUT GASES WHat: Ut wo N 
Cherishing parental love for Sri Krsna, 
you have both purified your soul by His 
sight, embrace and conversation with Him, 
as well as by sitting, sleeping and eating 
with Him. (47) 


aa apaa: yeaa 
aere pa nAi YA: RAN WS N 
When even Sigupala, Paundraka, Salva 
and other kings, thinking of Him with the 
feeling of enmity while sleeping, sitting or 


eating, had His gait, graceful movements 
and glances etc., imprinted on their mind 
and accordingly attained similarity to His 
form, what to say of those whose mind is 
attached to Him. (48) 


maagap: Pat Haig | 
Ma Seas USAT BR I 


Sri Krsna is the Universal Soul, the 
almighty Lord, though He has concealed 
His divinity by assuming a human personality 
as a matter of sport; He is above and 
beyond all and is immortal. You should not 
look upon Him as your son. (49) 


WINE TR AAT 
aadota Fret agit cree fata i ko N 


To destroy the devilish kings who had 
become a burden to the earth, and to 
protect the virtuous, Sri Krsna has appeared 
on earth. It is for the liberation of all men 
that He spreads His fame throughout the 


world. (50) 
AYR SAA 

Ute TAP ayaa statatara: | 

Rast a TEI SAETTA: 142 N 


Sri Suka continued: Hearing this, the 
highly fortunate Vasudeva and Devaki felt 
much astonished and they overcame their 
infatuation, i.e., ceased to look upon Sri 
Krsna as a mortal or their son. (51) 


grea qos aaa a: aga: | 

a faye wat Taya HUANG? I 
Whoever with a concentrated mind 

retains in his memory this sacred story, 

shakes off his delusion during his life-time 


and becomes qualified for attaining oneness 
with Brahma (after death). (52) 


fe AAEMTAA HEIA TRAC GEIRE THATS EAT: I! 4 II 


Thus ends the fifth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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STA WSS Sera: 
Discourse VI 


The gods entreat the Lord to return to His divine realm and Uddhava 
approaches Him on the eve of the Yadus’ departure for Prabhasa 


AYE SAA 
AY SESSENTA: WASRTTAS ATMA | 
vara yar sal yadda: eu 


Sri Suka began again: Now, when 
Narada had finished his discourse to 
Vasudeva and left Dwaraka, Brahma, 
surrounded by his sons, Sanaka and others, 
the gods and the lords of creation, arrived 
and so did Lord Siva, the Ruler of those 
that have gone by as well as those that are 
yet to come, accompanied by goblins. (1) 


gat mahame asya | 
PUA Sal Faye enga SAAT: N R N 
Teatcara ArT: gA: | 
ma: arà HAMRRRAT: I 3 
gagag: «ad peifegea: | 
age ù Tar ee: 
ast fact eee MAARATA ¥ I 


Similarly, the glorious Indra with the 
Maruts (the forty-nine wind-gods), the 
Adityas, sons of Aditi, the eight Vasus, the 
two Aswins, the Rbhus, the Angiras, the 
eleven Rudras, the class of gods known 
as the ViSwedevas and the Sadhyas, 
Gandharvas, Apsaras, Nagas, Siddhas, 
Caranas and Guhyakas (Yaksas), Rsis as 
well as manes, accompanied by Vidyadharas 
and Kinnaras—all went to Dwaraka, eager 
to see Sri Krsna, who captivated the mind 
of the entire human race, in that charming 
form by which He spread in all the three 
worlds a glory that destroyed the sins of the 
whole universe. (2—4) 


wean auaa wg ngg: | 
Laga: PRN y N 


In that brilliant city abounding in all kinds 
of superior wealth they saw Sri Krsna of 
wonderful beauty with unsatiated eyes. 


(5) 
miN AA AGAN | 
AARAA GI 


Covering Sri Krsna, the foremost among 
the Yadus, with flowers that can be had in 
heaven alone, they praised the Lord of the 
universe by means of laudatory hymns, 
couched in charming words and full of 
charming ideas. (6) 


aa Hy: 
w: m à aa unat 


qaam: 
aaas a- 
yga: PATA SATII N 19 N 

The gods said: With our reason and 
senses, body, mind and speech, O Lord! 
we bow to Your lotus-feet, which are 
meditated upon in the heart by those who 
are full of devotion and seek to be freed 
from the stout shackles of Karma. (7) 


AAA yasa RAS RRASA: 1 2 N 


O invincible Lord! presiding over the 
three Gunas born of Your Maya, You create, 
preserve and destroy this manifest 
inconceivable universe in Yourself through 
Your Maya consisting of the three Gunas, 
and yet remain ever unaffected by these 
actions, being free from all blemish in the 
form of likes and dislikes etc., and since 
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You remain completely absorbed in the 
unobscured Bliss, which constitutes Your 
very nature. (8) 
whet a g ater querer 
EEIEGIS PECEGLAE EIk A 
Saray À ats ugg- 
TAKA ATTENANT FAT ATTAN R N 
O praiseworthy and supreme Lord! 
purification of men of impure mind is not so 
radically effected through worship, study of 
scriptures, acts of charity, austerities, ritual 
acts etc., as association with pure-minded 
persons through mature and genuine faith, 
developed by constant hearing of Your glory. 


(9) 


alestaa: HAAT: ARATA N go N 
aaa warnen 
weet Aremaa ganien | 
amaA sa ARTT 
Riagh: mama: TTS: 11 gg 
May Your feet serve as a fire to consume 
all our unholy cravings—the feet which are 
being contemplated upon with a hear 
moistened with love by ascetics for the sake 
of blessedness; which are worshipped 
by devotees through individual divine 
manifestations (Vāsudeva and so on) for 
attaining a glory similar to that of the Lord; 
and by the wise as many as three times a 
day in order that they may transcend heaven 
and ascend to Vaikuntha; nay, which are 
contemplated, O Lord, in the sacrificial fire 
by those well-versed in sacrifices, taking in 
their outstretched hands the material for 
being consigned to that fire according to 
the procedure laid down by the three 
Vedas viz., Rk, Sāma and Yajus; and which 
are contemplated in the course of their Yogic 
practice for the realization of the Self by 


strivers seeking to obtain an insight into the 
Māyā that veils the true character of the 
Spirit, and are worshipped everywhere by 
the highest devotees of the Lord. (10-11) 


jen aa faut amà 
gairi nad uaaa: | 

a: qigin 
YA TSAI AAG: N 82 N 


Like a co-wife, this divine Sri, the goddess 
of fortune, appearing as a golden streak on 
Your bosom, O Lord, vies even with a 
faded garland of sylvan flowers adorning 
Your bosom alongwith Her. You, nonetheless, 
accept the worship duly offered to You by 
Your loving devotees even with such a 
garland. So, partial You are to Your devotees ! 
May Your feet serve as a fire to burn our 
evil tendencies. (12) 


Get MATT USHTS ATA: | 
Tamla Urey Gehan eT 
Ula: GAT WT ASAT A: 1 g3 N 
O almighty and omnipresent Lord, may 
Your foot cleanse our sins, who worship 
You—the foot which took three strides in 
order to measure the three worlds and 
thereby to oust Bali from heaven and on 
reaching Satyaloka, the highest heaven in 
its second stride stood as a tall triumphal 
flag with the Ganga flowing through the 
three worlds as its streamer and as such 
inspired terror and instilled fearlessness 
into the titanic and the celestial armies, 
respectively, and which, brought heaven 
to the righteous and spelt ruin to the 
unrighteous. (13) 


Walaa sa UA ast vata 


Bt ART ATT: “ae nO 


May the feet of the Supreme Person in 
You augment our joy—You who are superior 
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both to Prakrti and Purusa. Matter and the 
Spirit and who are the Propeller of all as the 
Time-Spirit and subject to whose control, 
like bulls held by the nose-string, are 
Brahma, the creator, and other embodied 
souls who are being tormented by one 
another. (14) 


asd Foner wee: 
TAT TATA SAAS TRAT gh Ul 
You are Purusottama, the Highest 
Person, in that You are responsible for the 
creation, continuance and destruction of 
this universe; the Vedas speak of You as 
the Controller of Prakrti, Purusa and the 
Mahattattva, the principle of cosmic 
intelligence; and You are also Kala (the 
wheel of Time revolving in the form of a 
twelve-month period) consisting of three 
navels, each of four months, engaged in 
the destruction of all and possessed of 
imperceptible speed. (15) 


yi wast ae ga Il 


Having derived its power from You and 
thus acquiring unfailing energy, the Purusa 
(Spirit) in conjunction with Maya deposited 
the Mahattattva, corresponding as it were 
to the seed of this visible universe. Equipped 
with that very power, the Mahat produced 
out of itself the golden, effulgent, egg of the 
universe enveloped by its seven external 
sheaths in the shape of the earth, water, 
fire, air, ether, ego and mind. (16) 


ATA TAT Ware 


aafaa giterad a fer 
asa waa: ufteareft fanaa Bt go N 


Therefore, O Propeller of the Indriyas, 


You are the suzerain Ruler of the immobile 
as well as the mobile creation, because 
even though enjoying (in the form of the 
Jiva) the objects of the senses evolved 
through the modification of the Gunas brought 
about by Maya, You remain unattached to 
them; while others (the Jivas) remain afraid 
of sense-enjoyments even when they have 
been renounced by themselves. (17) 
PATA aa oTaA MT eTATT 
yusan ÀS: | 
wg Nemee- 
teas ferafiad Heart fave: N g N 
All Your sixteen thousand and odd 
wives could not even shake Your mind by 
their shafts of Cupid and other charms 
skilled in conveying the message of love 
despatched by their arched eyebrows 
fascinating with the sentiment expressed 
by their suppressed smile and sidelong 
glances. (18) 


fararerarydeneltacen actrea: 
EIGICEREIEGH ren 
argota 4 
ade ata seal gen 
The streams of Your glory bearing the 
water of Your nectar-like stories and rivers 
like the holy Ganga that have washed Your 
feet are capable of destroying all the sins of 
the three worlds. Those who take pains for 
the purification of their self resort to both 
these types of holy waters—the former, in 
the form of Your glory sung in the Vedas, 
by means of their ears and the latter, 
emanating from Your feet, through the 
contact of their body. (19) 


ARM TCA AT 
zanna faa: et: wreresfrett 
annm Wifes woen TA: 1 20 N 
Sri Suka resumed: Having thus extolled 


and bowed low to Sri Hari, alongwith the 
other gods, Brahma, accompanied by Lord 
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Siva and standing in the air all the while, 
submitted to Sri Krsna, the Protector of 
cows: (20) 


aeara 
uama ya aa: wi 
aAA AAR, Rg n 


Brahmā said: Formerly You were 
entreated by us to remove the burden of 
the earth, O Lord! That has been 
accomplished by You precisely as was 
desired by us, O Inner Controller of all ! (21) 


adya tenfa: Oey PERG À ET | 
mira fag far aaa N 22 1 


Righteousness has been firmly 
established by You among the virtuous, 
pledged to truth and glory, which is capable 
of destroying the sins of all men, permeating 
on all sides. (22) 


aii ad a w I 
aaia fear ASF: Neu 


Descending in the line of Yadu 
and manifesting a form unsurpassed 
in elegance, You performed deeds of 
extraordinary valour for the good of the 
world. (23) 


aA a RAT AEM: mea: Bact | 
TUG: HATTA ARAST TA: N BYU 


Hearing of and celebrating, O Lord, 
those exploits of Yours that have been 
mentioned heretofore, pious men in the Kali 
age shall easily get through the darkness of 
ignorance. (24) 


Ugaisadura waa: eT 
mai cata tafia WA N Bu 


A century and twenty-five years more 
have elapsed, O Lord, since You appeared 
in the race of Yadu, O Supreme Person ! 


(25) 
TAT Asame anata NAT 
Set a AA TemA RR N 


O Support of the universe, no part of 
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the gods’ purpose now remains to be 
accomplished; and this race of Yours too 
has become well-nigh extinct through the 
curse of the Brahmanas. (26) 


ad: tara wa Aaa afe AÀ 
TARATA: i ApS fer RO 1 


Therefore, return, if You please, O 
Visnu, to Your transcendent realm, Vaikuntha, 
and bless us, Your servants, the guardians 
of the spheres, alongwith the spheres by 
visiting our realms and accepting our 
homage. (27) 


ATTJE 

aamRadAÀ aa faaiivari 
Fia: pina Ausan: n 3 1 

The glorious Lord replied: What you 
say has already been decided upon by Me, 
O ruler of the gods! All your purpose has 
been accomplished and the burden of the 
earth removed. (28) 
aki maaga irie 
vires Raa See À Aeda ngota: 1 22 1 

Made insolent by prowess, heroism and 
fortune and inclined to take possession of 
the whole world, this celebrated race of 
Yadu has been kept in check by Me as the 
ocean by its shore. (29) 
TEE Get Agar faqet Her 
TRATES CISA S CM aaga lt 30 1 

If | depart from this world without 
destroying the huge race of the Yadus, who 
have grown so insolent, this entire human 
race will meet its destruction through this 


ocean, that has already transgressed its 
limits. (30) 


Sarit Ae sel: Hens ATTA: | 
area wat AA AAMT 321 


The destruction of this race has already 
begun through the imprecation of the 
Brahmanas. When its destruction is complete, 
O sinless Brahma, | shall ascend to your 
realm, en route to My own realm. (31) 
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NJE IIA 

FAA AETA AN; ATTA TAL 
u ami: Am PAGAN RVI 

Sri Suka continued: Told thus by the 
Lord of the universe, god Brahma, the self- 
born, fell prostrate before Him and duly 
returned to his realm alongwith the host of 
other gods. (32) 
FY TAT HEAT GACT AAPA | 
Aam Was ACIS AAPA Ul 33 Ul 

Presently noticing grave portents 
appearing over the aforesaid city of Dwaraka, 
the Lord spoke to the elderly among the 
Yadus, that had assembled there. (33) 


RATATAT 
Wa à yia arse nda: | 
MATS A: HOTA MATT GLA: N BX N 


The Lord said: These exceptionally 
grave portents are particularly appearing on 
all sides here, and a curse from the 
Brahmanas, that cannot be easily overcome, 
has overtaken our race. (34) 


q anaie Aifa Rnet: I 
mi gagi ATA Sela AT RERA Bt N 
We should no longer stay here, if we 
wish to live on, O respected ones ! We shall 
accordingly shift this very day to Prabhāsa, 
a most sacred place. Let there be no delay. 


(35) 

FA PACT aAa TAA TTE | 
fre: naaa ae AA a: FATT BE U 
Having bathed there, the moon-god (the 
ruler of the stars), who had been seized 
with consumption due to a curse pronounced 
by Daksa, was at once rid of his trouble 
and began to enjoy once more the waxing 
of his digits as before. (36) 


ai a aaea ai Pa | 
AA ar am aae 1 B19 
ag amf mg gAn mar À 
gA ae aA RRT 3 N 


Having bathed in the sacred waters 
there and gratified the manes and gods with 
offerings of water, fed good Brahmanas 
with delicious food of various tastes and 
bestowed valuable gifts on those worthy 
ones, we shall through those gifts get over 
our sins even as people cross the ocean 
with the help of ships. (37-38) 

AJP FAI 
Ve maasse AEM: Perr | 
Teh parei ASAT SATAN 28 1 

Sri Suka went on: Thus directed by 
the Lord, O delight of your race, the Yadavas 
made up their mind to undertake a journey 
to the sacred place, Prabhasa, and began 
to get ready their chariots. (39) 
aAA Use sire Trae | 
Soar hr aT Pret POTATAA: |! So N 
fafa so waMivawary | 
ym PAT Oat RAAT I 4 Il 

Seeing this and overhearing the utterance 
of the Lord and observing the fearful portents, 
Uddhava, who was ever devoted to Sri 
Krsna, approached the suzerain Lord of the 
universe in seclusion and, touching His feet 
with his head, submitted to Him with joined 
palms as follows: (40-41) 

SET FHT 
an Aù yaad 
Heda Het FA Ah A VAL | 
fugi madis weet AAF: 11 ¥2 I 

Uddhava said: O Ruler even of the 
adored of gods, O Master of Yoga, the very 
hearing and chanting of whose names and 
praises makes one sacred, having 
exterminated this race You are surely going 
to leave this world for good as is evident 
from the fact that You did not choose to 
counteract the Brahmanas’ curse, though 
able to do so, almighty as You are. (42) 
We gAn gone A cya 
wae aak ma aaa aa aÀ I 83 I 
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| cannot bear to abandon Your lotus- 
feet even for half a second, O Ruler even of 
Brahma and Lord Siva! Kindly, therefore, 
take me as well to Your divine realm, O 
Lord ! (43) 
wa amsi ponr Fort wee 
aiia IATA A: x N 

Having enjoyed with their ears the story 
of Your extraordinary pastimes, which is 
most auspicious to hear and is sweet as 


nectar to the ear, people give up the craving 
for other objects. (44) 


TARTU ASST | 

wae wat AT ai renean 1 XG II 
How then could we do without You, our 

beloved One, nay, our very self, we, who 

have constantly waited on You, while You 

lay in bed, sat or rambled with us, stood 

beside us, bathed in our company, were 


engaged in some sport or dined with us and 
so on? (45) 


ay MEMTPaa sca aa: | 
Siete erate mat Sere xe N 


We are Your servants who have been 
adorned with garlands, sandal-paste, 
raiments and ornaments etc., used and 
given up by You, and ate the remnants of 
Your food. As such we shall conquer Your 
Maya. We are not afraid of Your Maya but 
of separation from You. (46) 


SIRT RIT: AAO Beata: | 
TOSS OT A eet STAT: GAMA SAT: Ut S19 N 
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Sages who have absolutely no covering 
on their body beyond the belt of air about 
their loins, have taken great pains on 
devotions, are lifelong and perfect celibates 
(lit, have directed the flow of their generative 
fluid upwards or stopped its downward flow 
for all time to come), are free from passion, 
have renounced all enjoyments, and have 
no trace of impurity left in their mind, they 
alone attain to Your glorious state known by 
the name of Brahma. (47) 


aa tag wera wert: mhae | 
agda aera AA 8 N 
ma: aA ahs aN T 
narea A AAR ASET 8 UI 


We, however, O supreme Yogi, even 
though we are revolving in the alleys of 
Karma in this world, shall get over the 
darkness of ignorance, which is so difficult 
to surmount, through talks about You carried 
on with Your devotees, dwelling upon and 
celebrating Your doings and utterances, 
Your gait, smiles, glances and jokes and 
whatever You did in imitation of human 


beings. (48-49) 
JE sara 
Ti aai wer a daga: | 
Walt fret yagi WATT N yo II 
Sri Suka said: Entreated thus, O king, 
Lord Sri Krsna, the Son of Devaki, spoke as 


follows to His beloved servant and absolute 
devotee, Uddhava. (50) 


sft SEMA FEET TRACE ASaTAHIGRA A WSIS ATT: IG I) 


Thus ends the sixth discourse, in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA UANSET: 
Discourse VII 


The Legend of an Ascetic—the Story of eight (out of twenty-four) 
preceptors from the earth to the pigeon, recognized by him 


MATA TATAT 

aera at went aada À 
BAM Hat AUTEM: Tata ASRAON: M L I 

The glorious Lord began again: That 
alone which you, O Uddhava, have asked 
Me to do, O highly blessed one, (vide verse 
42 of Discourse VI above) is intended by 
Me. Brahma, the creator, Lord Siva, the 
Source of the universe and the other 
guardians of the spheres, too, long for My 
presence in heaven. (1) 


war fronfad wa larin: | 
geared ant east wero: V2 1 


Indeed, | have wholly accomplished the 
purpose of the gods, viz., the removal of 
the earth’s burden for which, as requested 
by Brahma, | descended on this earth with 
My part manifestation, Balarama. (2) 
ga à madii Teese | 
m: masg g a ea RAA N 3 

This race of Yadu, which is the only 
surviving burden on the earth and has already 
been consumed by the curse of the 
Brahmanas will surely perish through mutual 
strife; and on the seventh day the sea will 
overflow and submerge this city of Dwaraka. 


(3) 
adari WAT TAHT AASA TEHTA: | 
uaaa arent aA Prete: XU 

The moment this mortal world is forsaken 
by Me, it will be assailed by Kali (the Dark 
Age) and before long, O pious one, all its 
auspiciousness will be gone. (4) 
qa ane aAA wal wh dal 
wisetefass vfeeafa act qin 


You should in no case live on this 
terrestrial globe when abandoned by Me; for 
the Kali age having set in then, O good 
Uddhava, people will conceive a liking for 
unrighteous ways. (5) 
aq ad utes oe ere) 
TAAI TA: WAH AAS fea TA N & N 

Completely shaking off all attachment 
for your own people and kinsmen and fully 
concentrating your mind on Me, for your 
part, go you about the earth looking upon 
all with an equal eye. (6) 


afad wat aren weasel sra: | 
svat ai a fafog Ararat 9 It 


Whatever is being apprehended with 
the mind, speech, eyes, ears etc., know it 
to be a creation of the mind and, therefore, 
merely illusory and transient. (7) 


RSET ATT STA: A AINTE | 
aninda woraraferat fet N 


A man with an unsteady (wandering) 
mind falls a prey to misapprehension 
consisting in the perception of diversity, 
which, in its turn, leads to the sense of 
good and evil; and in the eyes of an individual 
having the notion of good and evil there 
exists the distinction of prescribed action, 
inaction and prohibited action. (8 


mea Fras gea Fs ATA! 
aariaa faaan weaeitgat i S l 
Therefore, having controlled your mind 
and senses, visualize this world of senses 
as projected in the Self and see your own 
Self existing in Me, the Supreme Lord, a$ 
one with Me. (9) 
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AMAANATSTAT «ATTRA I Ro N 

Possessed of knowledge of the meaning 
of the Vedas and realization of what has 
been taught by them and with your mind 
sated through Self-Realization and becoming 
one with the Self of all embodied beings, 
you will no longer be baulked by any 
impediments. (10) 


qaaa Fears Fada 
Trae a fated a rita saris: 1122 0 
He who has transcended the sense of 
good and evil does not refrain from wrong- 
doing because he perceives any evil in it; 
nor does he perform prescribed duties 
because he thinks well of it; he merely acts 
by force of habit like a child whose actions 
are never premeditated. (11) 


Thee Walaa: | 
Wer Aah faye a aada À YA: gN 
He who has gained certitude about the 
Self through knowledge of the true spirit of 
the Vedas coupled with realization of the 
Truth, who is a friend to all created beings, 
who is full of peace, and who beholds the 
universe as one with Me, never undergoes 
suffering in the form of transmigration. 
(12) 

MJE IIA 

Feet a maA TA 

sga: Wae AANE g3 N 


Sri Suka resumed: Thus instructed by 
the Lord, Uddhava, the great devotee of the 
Lord, O protector of men, fell prostrate 
before Him and, being eager to know the 
truth, spoke to Him as follows: (13) 


SEI Sa 
She Aaa Sra APTA | 
Fr: Serer À PIT: PRIA: 1 g% N 


Uddhava submitted: O Lord (Rewarder) 
of Yoga, O the ultimate end and support of 


Yoga, O the embodiment of Yoga! O the 
Fountainhead of Yoga! it is for my highest 
good that this cult of renunciation without 
any expectation of return has been preached 
by You. (14) 
TART Sa TR STA SATA raa: 1 

yai wate atear A Ata: Wek 


O all-pervading and all-embracing Lord ! 
such renunciation of the pleasures of sense 
is difficult, nay, well-nigh impossible for 
those attached to sense-enjoyment; and 
more so for those who are not devoted to 
You: such is my conviction. (15) 
aise mea Tentafanre- 

wera ferraranart aay | 
wage Ai waar gent 
PAT MTT AT g N 
| am ignorant, O Lord; for | am attached 
to this body and children, which are the 
creation of Your Maya. | am immersed in 
the notion of ‘I’ and ‘Mine’. Therefore, instruct 
me, Your servant, that | may easily attain to 
that renunciation which has been taught by 
You. (16) 


Tae aeia: n V9 
O Lord, | do not see, except You, 
anyone even among the celestials, who can 
give me instruction about the self-revealed 
Atma, the only Truth. Even Brahma and 
all these beings are deluded by Your Maya 
as they look upon external things as real. 
(17) 

aM udana aAA 


Afama s gaa 
wma aG moi wor ec 
Therefore, afflicted as | am with sorrows 
and with my mind turned away from the 
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world, O Lord, l, seek refuge in You, who 
are no other than Lord Narayana, the friend 
of all living beings, devoid of all defects, 
eternal and infinite, omniscient, the supreme 
Ruler of all, whose abode is the eternal 
Vaikuntha ! (18) 


EI PUCIG CIEE 
WATT HIST Cite Ahaa ATAA: 
AA MAMAS ATTA Ul BF Ut 


The Lord replied: In this world those 
who are engaged in investigating the true 
nature of this world often lift themselves up 
by their own efforts and rid themselves of 
the craving for the pleasures of sense. (19) 


am prda gear ANA: | 

aa VATA AAs AA N Ro N 
The Atma itself is indeed the infallible 

guide of one’s own self, especially in the 

case of man, inasmuch as by direct 

perception and inference he can work out 

his own good. (20) 


Feu a at itt: Area aged: | 
sift Wayated Maa TS STL 2 N 


In their human birth persons of ripe 
judgment and knowing the secret of Sammkhya 
and Yoga (the paths of Knowledge and 
Action) directly and clearly perceive Me as 
their own Self endowed with all faculties. 

(21) 


Taba ag: | 

ea: Get Ue: geraai À ahah AT 23 N 
Numerous forms of living beings with 

one foot, with two, three, four or many feet 

and also without feet stand evolved by Me. 

Of them all, the human body is most dear to 

Me. (22) 


aa ni ANTE g gA | 
qami g araa: WRN 
And, here in the human body, those 
who are ever vigilant directly discover 
Me, the Supreme Ruler—who cannot 
be perceived by ordinary means of 
perception—through assumption’ based on 
evidences in the shape of material 
instruments such as the intellect, which are 
themselves open to perception, as well 
as through inference on the same grounds. 
(23) 


saya Hati 

By way of an illustration on this subject 
they narrate the following ancient legend in 
the form of a dialogue between an ascetic 
of a high order and Yadu of great prowess 
and intelligence. (24) 

i fini ah ; l 

afa Piter aevi ag: UE ARTI 3Y I 

Perceiving a youthful Brāhmaņa? with 
an unclean body, though full of wisdom, 
roaming about fearlessly, Yadu, who knew 
what is Dharma (piety), put the following 
questions to him. (25) 


qà gaki aehd: AMA 
aera uaeth fagiverta aA l 3E N 
Yadu said: Remaining inactive, O 
Brahmana sage, whence did you get this 
highly penetrating wisdom, obtaining which 
you, though enlightened, go about the world 
like an innocent boy? (26) 
wA anting fatercearat a Ara: | 
taka ated agar agra: fort: 1 29 


1. The assumption is that material instruments such as the intellect cannot lead to perception of 
objects unless they are themselves illumined by some self-effulgent principle such as the Self or God. An 
the form of the inference is that just as appliances like a hatchet can be wielded only by an active agent, 
so the intellect etc., too are being used by some intelligent agent. 


2. A reference to II. vii. 4 leads us to conclude that the Brahmana was no other than Lord Dattātreya: 
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Generally men strive after religious merit, 
riches and enjoyment, as well as after self- 
enquiry only from the motive of acquiring 
longevity, renown and fortune. (27) 


aq Hee: RAA: YASIN: | 

a chat Fee hea N Re N 
You for yourself are able-bodied, learned, 

skilful, good-looking and sweet-tongued; 

nevertheless, you do nothing, covet nothing, 

and behave like a dunce, a maniac or a 

devil. (28) 


WAY aaa aAA 
FAAS FRAT TATE: La Sa FET: 1 28 I 
In the midst of people burning with the 
wild fire of concupiscence and greed, you 
remain unscathed by that fire, and do not 
get scorched by it even like an elephant 
standing in the water of the Ganga. (29) 


ART: Tease AAAA | 

gfe wayifaeea ad: RAAMT: I Zo N 
Pray, tell us, who are making this enquiry, 

O Brahmana, the cause of the joy abiding 

in your mind, even though you are living 

singly and are devoid of enjoyment of the 

pleasures of sense. (30) 


MATA TAA 

agra WIM aÀ Alera! 
Ge: ata: We yanai fest: 1 3 N 

The glorious Lord said: Thus honoured 
and questioned by Yadu, who was 
exceptionally intelligent and devoted to the 
Brahmanas, the highly blessed Brahmana 
Sage addressed in the following words 


Yadu, who stood bent low with humility. 
(31) 


MIT SAAT 
afa A al US Teal ag ATAT: | 
a aigar getse ASH] Ul 32 I 


The Brahmana said: Many are my 
Preceptors, O king, selected by my keen 
sense, acquiring wisdom from whom | wander 


in the world free from all turmoil and worry. 
Please hear about them. (32) 


yri ararrenreraratsPrayarsat tai: | 
PASIR: fare: Tat Hepes WS: WIR U 
Agel gror ta: far Husa: l 
Pant mpa Ad BUPA: Tags Ml 3Y I 
Ut A Wat miraga: | 
fran gama: i 34 N 


The earth, the air, the sky, water, fire, 
the moon and the sun, the dove, the boa- 
constrictor, the sea, the moth, the honey- 
bee, the elephant, the honey-gatherer, the 
deer, the fish, Pingala (a courtesan), the 
osprey, the infant, the maiden, the forger of 
arrows, the serpent, the spider and the 
Bhrnga (a kind of wasp)—these twenty-four 
have been accepted, O king, by me as 
preceptors. From the conduct of these have 
| learnt all that | had to learn in this life for 
my good. (33—35) 


ad Ran an at gA | 
qan yaa Pate Haat ÀN seu 
| presently tell you, O tiger among 
men, what | learnt from whom and how, O 
son of Yayati (Nahusa’s son); please hear 


it. (36) 
yian a Sara: | 
aq fagrt aerantia-aterat AAT i 319 N 


| imbibed from the earth her vow, viz., 
that remaining unperturbed even while being 
oppressed by beings following the will of 
Providence, a man should not deviate from 
his course of righteousness, conscious of 
the fact of their being subject to the will of 
Providence. (37) 


yyang: ARTANA: | 
ma: Rra yA TA: TEAT N 3 N 


A pious man should learn from the 
mountain (a modification of the earth itself) 
that like a mountain all his movements should 
ever be guided by altruism and that his very 


606 * SRIMAD BHAGAVATA + 


[Dis. 7 


birth is solely intended for the service of 
others. Similarly, as a disciple of the tree 
(another modification of the earth) he should 
learn complete submission to the will of 
others. (38) 


mwad mAN A aA: | 
qH a A Aaa aAA ATS: N 39 N 
An ascetic should remain fully gratified 
with bare sustenance after the manner of 
the life-breath (a form of the air, which is 
sustained by mere subsistence) and should 
not pamper his senses by means of articles 
which are delightful to them. He should only 
so manage that his cognitive faculty may not 
be lost through starvation, nor should he 
indulge himself in such a manner that his 
speech and mind may be diverted. (39) 


aafaa anit aeg aaa: | 
qesd a fast ATA I ¥o N 


Though moving freely among and 
enjoying all sorts of objects of the senses 
possessing diverse characteristics, a Yogi 
should not get particularly attached to them 
any more than the external air, his mind 
remaining unaffected by their merits or 
demerits. (40) 


usaf cea MAATTE: | 
Te geared ant mataara it ¥e N 


Although clothed in earthly bodies in 
this mortal plane and appearing as though 
endowed with their characteristic plumpness, 
slimness and so on, an ascetic, who has 
his eyes fixed on the Self, is not actually 
endowed with those characteristics any more 
than the air is with the odours of various 
kinds, which really belong to the particles of 
earth, wafted by the air and not to the air 
itself. (41) 
aafeaya Riig 

CEIC KIGE] maT | 
TT ATTA 


i faa TATU wR 


Though clothed in a body, the ascetic 
should, by identifying himself with Brahma, 
the Infinite, visualize the affinity of his all- 
pervading soul with the sky in the shape of 
freedom from all limitations and absence of 
attachment because of its interpenetrating 
all mobile and immobile organisms at once. 


(42) 
misaada ARA: | 
TUA AMES ATTA: FATT I 83 N 


The soul is not touched by material 
adjuncts like the body—which are the creation 
of Kala (the Time-Spirit) and are constituted 
of fire, water and earth in the form of its 
products, viz., food-grains—any more than 
the sky is by phenomena like the clouds, 
tossed by the wind. (43) 
wares: upia: fore madet T | 
af: eai aiat: N xv N 

Bearing close affinity with water, an 
ascetic is transparent, soft by nature, sweet 
and a seat of purity and purifies people 
through mere sight, touch and utterance of 
name. (44) 


mee are A geia: | 
Pasar sh gre aA AARTE It VG I 


Full of glory and made brighter by glow 
in the shape of austerity, formidable and 
having no vessel other than his belly, the 
Yogi, like fire, does not imbibe any impurity 
in the form of sin even though consuming 
anything and everything, although he never 
consciously eats any impure sarees 

(45 


ware: Fafa Te SOA: a SHAT | 
ete wea argh SET MTT S 


Like fire, again, he remains hidden 
from view at times and becomes visible 
at others, thereby earning the respect of 
those who seek blessedness. And burning 
the past as well as the future sin of those 
who make an offering to him, he eats 
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everywhere only that which is offered by 
others. (46) 


warren Betas nagot fay: | 
Wa gad mendia ui wou 


Again, even as fire, though having no 
definite shape of its own, assumes the 
shape of the firewood through which it reveals 
itself, so having entered a particular body, 
viz., that of a divinity or a sub-human 
creature, possessed of noble or ignoble 
characteristics and evolved by His own Maya, 
the all-pervading Brahma appears endowed 
with that very form. (47) 


Fanien: PASTA UTaT SRT ATH: | 
HAMA UT HISATSTHACHAT Ul XC UI 
The various states beginning with birth 
and ending with death, brought about by 
the passage of Time, whose course cannot 
be perceived, belong to the body alone and 
not to the soul, just as appearance and 
disappearance etc., occur only to the digits 
of the moon and not to the moon itself. 
(48) 

are Maer wari wyarerit 
Rear gA sierra ETN 68 Ut 


Though taking place every moment by 
force of Time, which flits with the rapidity of 
a stream of water, the birth and death of 
bodies assumed by the Spirit are not 
perceived any more than the rising and 
going out of the flames of fire, which likewise 
take place every moment. (49) 


mihim an agafi 
Tay ga anit wat ga Nafi: yo I 


Like the sun sucking the moisture in 
summer by its rays and releasing it during 
the monsoons, a Yogi engaged in the quest 
of the Spirit enjoys with his senses the 
objects of the senses and parts with them 
according to the needs of the moment, but 
is not affected by the act of enjoyment or 
gift. (50) 
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Gad A A Yet ARA Fa Aaa: | 
AAA PITA A ALAT SHAT 4 N 


Even as the sun reflected in a reflecting 
substance, e.g., a vessel full of water, is 
perceived by men of gross understanding 
differently (though one and the same) as 
though existing in the vessel etc., so is the 
one Self clothed in a vesture (like the body) 
understood differently by those who recognize 
the physical body as their self, though one 
by itself. (51) 


Reg: WET oT acter: eet chara | 
peat fara Gas Hala Sa Strat 142 N 


Excessive fondness or attachment should 
never be conceived for any person or object 
by anyone. The mind of a man who does so 
becomes unhappy and he comes to grief like 
the famous dove of the legend: (52) 


Had: HIPAA Hertel ara | 
HAT UAT AeA RARER: 43 UI 


Having built a nest on a tree, a certain 
dove lived in a forest with its mate, the 
female dove, for some years. (53) 


PAA Aee ea 
gie geari Sieg Sega TSA: N &¥ N 
With their hearts bound through love 
and enjoying the pleasures of copulation, 
the pair knit their understanding with 
understanding, eye with eye and body with 
body. (54) 


KE IES EICEES IE CIGIE AEI EUG ZÀ 
tiya aee Agd N ak N 
Free from fear or reserve in relation to 
one another, they slept, sat, flew about, 
stood, chatted, sported and ate together in 
the rows of trees of that forest. (55) 
44 arsa a mida AT | 
iiaa a peara NARA: 1 4s I 
The male dove, whose senses were out 
of its control, procured even with great 
hardship whatever enjoyment its mate craved 
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for, inasmuch as the latter gratified it in 
every way and was, in turn, treated with 
great sympathy. (56) 
FA wert mf yet caret TA | 

anar gA AS aT; Alta N uo Ut 


Conceiving for the first time, the female 
bird, who was devoted to the male, laid 
eggs, when the time came, in the nest by 
the side of its mate. (57) 


Ag BI Sead aaa R: | 
vibe: PATATE: MGS N 


At the proper time there emerged from 
the eggs fledglings with delicate limbs fully 
evolved by the inconceivable potencies of 
Lord Sri Hari (in the form of the Time-Spirit, 
destiny, nature and so on), and covered 
with soft down. (58) 
Wat: qed: wet eat Gaacacit | 
suat giai area Prefett maA: 1 4e N 

Hearing their cooing and delighted by 
their sweet chirping, the pair, fond as they 
were of their offsprings, nourished them 
with great affection. (59) 
arat waa: Heat: perdea: | 
wagered A | yaad: tl gol 

The parents derived great joy through 
the touch of the feathers, so pleasant to 


touch, sweet chirps and charming movements 
of their happy youngs and their coming 


forth to meet them. (60) 
Pepan aT N 
aAA drt ror qaqa: WT: N g N 


With their hearts knit together by mutual 
affection and deluded by the Māyā 
(enchanting potency) of Lord Visnu, the 
parent birds brought up their young brood 
with their mind ever distracted through 
solicitude for them. (61) 


Waal magee at pe | 
ua: arm aAA area 62 M 


Desiring food for their offsprings, the 


pair, that now had a large family to support 
went out in search of it, and wandered all 
about the forest for long. (62) 


FEM ER: RA AGA FAKE: | 
WS AAA OA: Tae eT 1&3 N 
A fowler, who roamed about in the forest, 
appeared there by chance and, seeing the 
little birds sporting near their own nest, 
spread his net and caught them. (63) 


FAFA HUT A VATA HART | 
Tat omea ASAN: 1 gY Il 


Meanwhile, the male and the female 
doves, which were always anxious to nourish 
their progeny and had gone out in search of 
nourishment, returned to their nest with the 
nourishment. (64) 


SUA einng eet ATOM | 
AAMT HUT HAGA AS: TAT Ul KY N 


Perceiving its young brood caught in 
the net and wailing, the female dove felt 
extremely miserable and flew to them 
screaming. (65) 


aap 3 areas | 
wae Trae Foret Te RA: UES N 


Bound by ties of affection bestowed on 
them more than once through the Maya of 
the birthless Lord, the female dove, afflicted 
in mind as she was, forgot that it might 
likewise be caught in the trap and even 
though seeing the little ones entangled, was 
itself caught in the trap. (66) 


AAPA AST TTT SCAT A | 
rat arererat ott fearcterartetg: Raa: 1&9 II 
Sore distressed to find its offsprings, 
dearer than itself, caught alongwith its mate, 
which was as dear to it as its own self, the 
male dove helplessly wailed as follows: 
(67) 

aà A uaaa gd: | 
agang qeeratitet gA: i ee ll 


“Oh! behold my ruin, scanty of virtue 
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and evil-minded as | am. Though | am still 
unsatiated with the pleasures of sense and 
am yet unaccomplished of purpose, my 
household life, which was the only means 
of realizing the threefold object of life has 
been brought to an abrupt end. (68) 


Ep A aA À ufacaawt 
AR AT aaa Ua: Tarai fet STATA: 11 GS 1 
“My mate—that looked upon me as its 
object of veneration, was agreeable to me 
in everyway and was a match for me in 
every respect—is going to heaven with its 
innocent (guileless) offsprings, leaving me 
once for all in this desolate dwelling. (69) 


MSS WA We AA Want Wao: | 
Ria ferret ot feet gaia: tt 90 N 
“Such as | am, whose mate and progeny 
are no more, what for should | seek to 
survive as a wretched widower leading a 
miserable life in my deserted habitat?” (70) 


aretargeniss heres freee: | 
aa a HUNT: Pray TVA STAT Il 98 N 


Seeing them entangled in the net and 
struggling in the jaws of death, the foolish 
and feebleminded dove likewise fell into 


the trap of its own accord. 
ART RTA: HU: HA TEA | 
CHOTA Hare at rg: Vera AAU 92 N 


Having thus secured the male dove, 
the master of its household, as well as its 
mate and progeny (the young doves), and 
accomplished of purpose, the cruel fowler 
returned home. (72) 
We HEPA SENT: Udi aAaL | 
GO Hera HUTT: ATI saa N 93 N 

Maintaining his family in the aforesaid 
manner, any householder of unquiet mind, 
revelling in the pairs of opposites such as 
joys and sorrows and attached to the 
pleasures of sense comes to grief, like the 
aforesaid dove, with all those connected 
with him, viz., his wife and children. (73) 
a: We Ae cite Ansa | 
Tey ama amene fag: oxi 

The wise recognize him as having fallen 
from a height on (once) climbing up to it, 
who, having attained a human body, which 
is an open door, as it were, to the mansion 
of final beatitude, remains attached, like the 
aforesaid dove, to his household. (74) 


(71) 


sf daera HJI IRAE AeA TAHIGRB A TATA FATA: I (9 I 


Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STATS UT SSAA: 


Discourse VIII 


What the Avadhita learnt from the 
nine preceptors 


We 3AA 
Genta Ws wt wa Us al 
Seat ag aT gE THAT AS TEE: U8 
The Brahmana said: O king ! pleasure 
and pain which come through the senses 
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are experienced in heaven as well as in hell 
by embodied beings; therefore, a wise man 
should not seek them. (1) 
mre gge fad werd Àa ar! 

agasraratad Ween stra: I? N 
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Like a python one should eat food, 
obtained without effort, whether it be more 
or less and sweet or bitter. (2) 


mima A ASTIAN: | 
afe Ada mA mRNA AER tt 3N 


If no food reaches one, then like the 
python let one go without it and make no 
effort to obtain it. Let one sleep for many 
days patiently believing that it is Fate which 
provides food. (3) 


amada A RAR 
mA Aaa Raa N X 


Bearing one’s body actionless even when 
one is strong of body, mind and senses, 
and lying down, though sleepless, one should 
do nothing, though having the strength to 
exercise senses. (4) 


qA: wam ga KAA: | 
amaan aAa: Rafe gamfa: I & Ul 
An ascetic should be quiet and grave 
like the calm, deep sea. He should be 
inscrutable, dominated by none and 
unaffected by time and space and 
unperturbed by likes and dislikes. (5) 


aan at ar ma APA: | 
areata a yea RaRa are: ug i 


An ascetic devoted to the Lord, whether 
he has or has not the desired objects, 
should feel neither elated nor depressed 
just as the ocean does not swell when 
rivers flow into it nor dries up when they do 
not. (6) 
gear fad tana aan: | 
Weta: Wael TPA UTAH 9 UI 

When the man, who has no control 
over his senses, sees the Maya of the Lord 
in the shape of a woman, he is allured by 
her gestures and falls into the darkness of 
hell just as a moth falls into fire. (7) 


Aaga- 
zA ara Paay Hg: | 


The ignorant man allured by the gold 
ornaments, clothes etc., of a woman for the 
sake of enjoyment of these objects, which 
are the creation of the Lord’s Maya, loses 
his discrimination and is destroyed like a 
moth. (8) 
ich Gite THe Oe Vet ada Aaa | 
maiaa ght meat qr: eu 

An ascetic should take food in small 
quantities from householders, without giving 
them any trouble, and barely enough to 
maintain his body, and thus adopt the course 
of the black bee. (9) 


UPA HEALS MAA: PICA AT: | 
ada: ARATE TENA FA MZUR: I Fol 
Like the bee collecting honey from many 
flowers, a discriminating person should gather 
the essence from all scriptures, great or 
small. (10) 
Aaa vat att Seta afaa | 
wian Aha A Meet R Ul 
He should not keep in store for the evening 
or the following day the food collected by 
begging; his hands alone should be the vessel, 
and belly the receptacle for food. He should 
not be a hoarder like the bee. (11) 
Ba VaR aT A Ayer Frere: | 
nfà sa We Ve at agafa n 32 ll 
A mendicant should keep nothing in 
store, either for the evening or the day 
following; he who does it perishes like a 
bee with that collection. (12) 


waft qadt Fuerst were anaf | 
Ter ata sea after srr: I 23 


A begging ascetic should not touch even 
with his foot even the wooden figure of @ 
youthful woman; if he touched it, he would 
be chained like the elephant brought in contact 
with a she-elephant. (13) 
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arenas fare Ura: RETA: | 
acme: @ ela Tes Bari ew 


A wise man should never seek a woman, 
who is his death, as it were; for, he might 
be killed by other more powerful persons 
after her just as an elephant is killed by 
stronger tuskers. (14) 


Ted Arad a ede Sahara | 
Yew dat dears nA N Ve N 
Riches amassed with great pains by 
misers are neither enjoyed by them nor 
gifted away; they are enjoyed by some 


other person, who like the honey-gatherer 
discovers the hoard and appropriates it. 


(15) 

SECIS CIC REIMER aT: 
Aga we ated Wafer 26 N 
Like the honey-gatherer, the ascetic really 
first enjoys the riches of householders who 
have amassed them with great pains and 
with a view to enjoying them. (16) 

menia Mae arate: Fara | 
Rida aioa aatia go N 


An ascetic, living in a forest, should never 
hear vulgar songs. He should take this lesson 
from the deer, which, attracted by the music 
of the hunter, gets snared. (17) 


Taai a me AT, 

amai Hieta AVS TFT TAMA: N VS 
Enjoying the vulgar dance, instrumental 

music and songs of women, Rsyasrnga, 


born of a deer, became a plaything in the 
hands of women. (18) 


fremnfaoefiear sat afa: | 
Treaa asi N 89 N 


Enraptured by love of taste, a foolish 
person, through his uncontrollable tongue, 
is destroyed like the fish by the hook. (19) 


giar sany Prent mfè: | 
aiia g tat aera addi RoN 


Through fasting wise men can soon 
control their senses, except the tongue, 
which becomes more powerful in the case 
of a fasting person. (20) 
maka a e ARAA: TA | 
A wae Tad maa ae fart TAU Re 

One may have subdued all other senses; 
but, unless one conquers the sense of 
taste, one cannot be said to have gained 


self-control; all senses get subdued when 
the sense of taste is conquered. (21) 


finen am agersseite falga UT | 

aer À ifad haaa JTA  22 N 
Now hear, O prince, what | learnt from 

Pingala, a courtesan, who at one time lived 

in the city of Videha (Mithilā). (22) 

m ahve ari Hha soe | 

ad let agin faud HUUTAA I 23 I 
One day that courtesan decorated her 

person at night and in order to take her 


paramour in the pleasure-house, she sat 
just outside the house at the door. (23) 


mi ame AA A EN | 

meha Aa: HA ASAT N Ql 
O the best of men, on seeing the 

passers-by she, desirous of money, took 


them as rich men seeking pleasure on 
payment of money. (24) 


STATA, AT HAAR. « 
TERA fara anrsta areca Ra: N VW N 


Seeing the passers-by gone, she, who 
lived upon her solicitations, began to indulge 
in the hope that some other rich man would 
come and give her plentiful money. (25) 
Ua Gaya ama giana 
Petar ufan Ayi aera i 26 1 

rn 9 

Waiting at the door thus frustrated, and 
having lost her sleep, she kept going inside 
and outside the house till it was midnight. 

(26) 
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aen PRATT YRIGIATT ATATA: | 
fda: A wa fered: gae: N VU 


Her mouth was parched and she felt 
dejected due to loss of hope for earning 
money; but ultimately the sense of frustration 
leading to happiness dawned on her through 
thinking as mentioned below: (27) 
sear Aifa ttt FUT AAT AA | 
fade anag FRAT TAT AA: Ul Re N 

Now duly hear from me the song she 
sang in her utter disappointment; because 
for people dispassion is like a sword to cut 
asunder the noose of hope. (28) 
a god teat ea 
aor Aami wast ANAT FTN 

For no person, O King, who has not 
acquired this feeling of disgust for the world 
would snap the bodily ties any more than 
he who is devoid of discretion could give up 
the sense of my-ness. (29) 

PaTeTATA 
aà à deaa uaaa: | 
URAA: SATS ATTA SAT RAT I BO 

Pingala said: Alas ! how senseless and 
of uncontrolled mind am | ! Behold the extent 
of my foolishness; ignorant as | am, | have 
expected the fulfilment of my desire from a 
trifling mean paramour ! (30) 

fiagi fai fara 
ammi gaufa- 
Brewed qok MASM BH 

Forsaking the adoration of the eternal 
and real Lord, who resides in the heart and 
gives joy and wealth forever, fondly have | 
sought a poor man who cannot satisfy my 
desires and who only gives grief, fear, worry, 
sorrow and infatuation. (31) 
aà masser Ra gent 

aaagentaanarda | 


Amma TGA SMTA, 
ma fai amaa 3? 1 


Lo! how uselessly have | afflicted my 
soul by leading the life of a courtesan and 
living by such a highly reproachful profession; 
| expected wealth and satisfaction from a 
lustful, greedy and lamentable person through 
my body sold to him! (32) 


a RAGA 
Augo agift PTN 33N 


What female other than myself would 
find enjoyment through a paramour’s body, 
which is like a house of which the framework 
is of bones, covered with skin, hair and 
nails, which is full of urine and excreta and 
has nine doors through which constantly 
flows foul matter? (33) 
Raami Wt afeemetcha yee: 
qira, HTT I 3Y N 

Among the wise citizens of Mithila | am 
the only foolish and wicked person, in that 
| expect satisfaction from anybody else than 
the immortal Lord, who bestows his own 
Self. (34) 
PEL MSTA Are STAT ATS STOTT | 
a aaa TST Fa TATU 84 Il 


He is the friend, most beloved Lord and 
Self of all embodied beings; to Him shall | 
offer myself as a price and find enjoyment 
in Him like Laksmi, who sports with Him.(35) 
firad Fret A ann ATAT À CATT AT: | 
Mea raten Sa at TAAT: | 38 N 

To what extent have mortal men and 
even celestials, subject to the ravages of 
Time, been able to give satisfying pleasure 
or enjoyment to their wives? (36) 


TÀ ray what fay; Ste HAUT | 
Adds gayen ast ae: Well 


Forsooth, Lord Visnu has been pleased 
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with me for some action of mine, as in my 
heart, full of vicious hope, the feeling of 
disgust for the world has been engendered, 
which will lead to happiness. (37) 


aa acura: arom fardaga: | 
wrest Peat Gee: wae 3c u 
Had | been unfortunate, | would not 
have met with miseries which have produced 
the feeling of disgust for the world. It is this 
despondency through which man attains 
peace by snapping the fetters of home etc. 


(38) 
upaa MAT METAT: | 
AAT SUM: PRU AST TAMA Ut BF N 

Placing on my head the benefit rendered 
by Him and forsaking vicious hopes of sense- 


enjoyments, | shall seek refuge with the 
said Lord. (39) 


mqar mada = vita 
Remain = avo 


Feeling contented with whatever | get 
and living upon it, and trusting the Lord, 
who is my own Self, | shall now sport with 
Him as my husband. (40) 
Farga ued farrier 
Weel HTS SH HIS ATEATAEAVET: N 8 Ut 


My soul is fallen in the well of worldliness, 
the senses have deprived me of 
discrimination, and | stand devoured by the 
serpent of Time. Who else but the Lord can 
save me? (41) 


ada ge are Afda aera | 
OA Fe UPA Tet HCTMS SAT SR N 
When one carefully sees the world 
devoured by the serpent of Time and feels 
disgusted with worldly objects, one realizes 
the fact that one’s Self is the only protector. 
(42) 

MAN SAT 

wa aataaniagiet arcs | 
Bauma ea AANT ar ¥3 1 
The Brahmana said: Thus determined, 
she abandoned the vicious hope born of 
lust and, resorting to peace, she quietly 
sought sleep in her bed. (43) 

ate fe wee ga agi Ue BET 
MT ASST HUA HS TT FTE Ut YY N 
Hope is the greatest misery and the 
absence of it is the greatest joy; for, Pingala, 


getting rid of the hope to get a paramour, 
enjoyed a peaceful sleep. (44) 


St ÁE AEGINA ASAT STAYS AT: Il CII 


Thus ends the eighth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AAAI Sear: 
Discourse IX 


Story of the seven preceptors, the osprey and others; 
and the end of the Avadhuta’s discourse 


WaT Sara 

uR fe gaa ag ater FUT 
ami Genet ag fag eaten ers: Ut S N 

The Brahmana said: The source of 
misery is indeed the acquisition of whatever 
men love most. One who knows this and 
desires no acquisition enjoys everlasting 
happiness. (1) 


mii at aeqafert a Prater: 1 
wae uke a qa wafer RN 


The stronger ospreys which had no 
flesh attacked the osprey which had it. The 
latter then dropped the piece of flesh and 
felt happy. (2) 


Wa arent ett a Fert AeA | 
amme amenan atest 3 


| feel neither honour nor dishonour; | 
have no care which householders have for 
home and children. Like a child, free from 
care, | wander in the world sporting in the 
Self and devoted to it. (3) 


gaa fara wet waaa ster | 

A Perret ST AAT ST UTA: UT TA: WK N 
Only two are free from cares and 

anxieties and are immersed in supreme 

bliss—the ignorant and guileless child and 


he who has transcended the three Gunas 
and realized the Supreme Being. (4) 


aahad Pant SAM FOIA TeATAar | 
ae aaa sah ATT TTI y N 


In a certain place, a maiden herself had 
to attend to the comforts of those who 
came to her house to choose her for a bride 
when her relations had gone away to some 
other place. (5) 


amman wire watauga) 
AAT: THOTT AG: VAT: FHT TEI & N 
O king, while she was pounding paddy 
aside to provide them food, the bangles of 
shells on her wrists made a loud jingling 
sound. (6) 


m afta Aart ngA Afe aa: | 
BUH: VM ST St TTA TAT | 9 1 


The wise girl, feeling much ashamed of 
doing the humiliating task herself, broke the 
bangles one by one, and retained only two 
each on her wrists. (7) 


SUAS HT Ma: TA Ma: | 
marae Rerama eats: NN 


Even the two bangles produced sound 
as she pounded the paddy, she again broke 
one each so that the remaining one each 
did not produce any sound. (8) 


aaia ae samaa) 
Aaaa aaa N eN 


And the following lesson | learnt from 
her, O subduer of enemies, as | wandered 
in this wide world to know what was desirable 
and what was to be shunned. (9) 


mA ai Hewat Aa aa gA 
T Ua TET HATA ga HRT: O 


Where many dwell together quarrel would 
ensue; even between two living together 
there is talk. Therefore, one should wander 
alone as the single bangle each o 


wrists of the maiden. ) 
THA Una Hga ayare faae: | 
armaa framo: N 2?" 


, e 
One should steady the mind 0n or 
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thing by controlling it as well as the breath, 
and by acquiring a steady pose and 
remaining vigilant, practising dispassion and 
concentration. (11) 


The mind is to be steadied on That 
One, established in which it slowly renounces 
the desire for actions and, developing the 
Sattva Guna controls the Rajasika and 
Tamasika impulses and in their absence 
attains absorption in contemplation. (12) 


GEGA Erih asl] 
4 ae ha aè ar 
qo = aa 
fast werent a cast upd es 
Just as the maker of arrows, absorbed 
in his work, did not see the king passing by 
him, so the man, who has concentrated his 


mind on the Self, does not know anything 
inside or outside. (13) 


Taada: eM ENTA: | 
AAA STAAL STAMTATT: N YX N 
Again, an ascetic should wander alone, 
have no fixed abode; and ever vigilant and 
living in a cave, unrecognized by obvious 


marks, he should be without any support 

and sparing of speech. (14) 

TERT Sfetg: are rnarang: i 

ad: upd Sea uara JAR N RY 
For man with his perishable body to 

build a house is useless and fraught with 


great misery. The serpent happily inhabits 
the hole burrowed by others. (15) 


UA mÀ ga: qig AT | 
FE HIATT HUTT gaY: 1 VE Ul 


Wratfeentaqes: Bl ase 


wami UT set hacia: | 
Jamaa efè: ee i 


The one almighty Lord, existing by Himself 
and the support of all, destroys this previously 
created universe through His Time—Energy 
at the end of a Kalpa. And then He remains 
One alone, quite undifferentiated. When by 
force of time, powerful in itself, all the 
energies in the shape of the three Gunas get 
merged in the Unmanifest (when the creation 
ends), the most ancient Person, the Lord of 
Matter and Spirit, attainable by Brahma and 
other liberated beings, exists. He remains 
the absolute and unconditioned, and self- 
manifest Bliss, fit to be called Liberation itself. 

(16—18) 
Aare aA AAT A TEAT | 
HAA gA a AREA N ee ti 


O slayer of enemies, with His own 
unassisted power He agitates His Māyā, 
consisting of the three Gunas and first creates 
Sutra or Mahattattva. (19) 


Ag aah goi faery | 
afar Nafa fayd Aa aa GATTI 20 N 
They say that Sutra is the manifestation 
of the three Gunas, capable of creating the 
universe of multifarious forms, through which 
it runs like a thread and the individual soul 
gets into the world. (20) 


aduan Wael Aaa: | 

wear fared yae Wael RYA: 1122 N 
Just as the spider projecting the web 

from its heart through mouth, sports with it 

and then swallows it, so does the Supreme 


Lord creates, preserves and destroys the 
universe. (21) 


aa aa WAT cat aa Genet fer 
Pale FS Ware STA aft MATHIAZ AU 


On whatever the embodied being 
deliberately centres its mind in its entirety, 
through love, hatred or fear, it attains that 
very form. (22) 
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aie: Am i AA LHS AA VATA: | 
qi Aaa WS FATA NN 23 N 


O king, the larva confined by the wasp 
in a hole in the wall and contemplating on 
the wasp, without discarding its former body, 
transforms itself into the latter. (23) 


wa Toes Na WHT À Forfar Ata: | 
Țara ag Soy A aaa: WT Ut VY UI 


O king, | thus learnt this wisdom from 
these preceptors. Now hear as | tell You 
what | have learnt from my own body. (24) 


za ph anadai- 
fam arated aaah y | 
waren fagyi sem anà 
mAai FST: VG N 


This body, subject to birth and death 
and constantly and ultimately a source of 
afflictions, is my preceptor as it promotes 
renunciation and discrimination. Though it 
helps me to contemplate on realities, it 
really belongs to others who devour it. 
Realizing this | wander renouncing all. (25) 


qoni akaa ferry | 
Tart UPA: A ae: 
Beara Aaa qererAt N RS N 


Man earns money with difficulty in order 
to enjoy pleasures and maintain the growing 
number of wives, children, possessions, 
cattle, servants, houses and relations and 
friends. Like a tree which when ultimately 
destroyed leaves behind seed for another 
tree to grow, he too dies leaving seeds for 


his next birth. (26) 
freadisqaaadia ne aut 
Risa saat ety | 
MSAA ragh aa a avis 
qa: ast sa Teoh AAPA R 


His tongue drags him to one side, thirst 
to another and the organ of generation to 
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some other; so do the touch, stomach and 
ear in some other directions; the sense of 
smell in another and the restless eye to 
something else; and every physical organ 
draws him in a different direction. Thus like 
the lord of the house torn up by co-wives, 
his senses and organs pull him on all sides. 


(27) 
BRAT hr FeafereM AAAS SHAT 
Gar PATTI STATA | 
weeds: «yea l faa 
qeran AAT Sa: N? N 
Having created through His innate energy 
the bodies of the different species of living 
beings, such as trees, reptiles, animals, 
birds, gad-flies, fish etc., the Lord was not 
satisfied. He rejoiced only when He created 
the human body endowed with reason and 


capable of realizing the Supreme Deity. 
(28) 


qf aa A ag a- 
fa: Jaa Rna: Ge Aaa: FATT 28 Ul 
Having, after many births in this world, 
acquired the rare human body, however 
frail, which is still the means of attaining the 
object of life, a wise man should speedily 
strive to attain Liberation, before this body, 
constantly subjected to annihilation, is not 
destroyed. The enjoyment of sense pleasures 
can of course be had in all species. (29) 
ue gar aae strats 
fant ndai Tni sipa ¿U30 
Having thus freed myself from all 
attachments and egotism and developed 
dispassion, and possessing the light of 
knowledge acquired from several preceptors. 
| wander in this world established in the 
Self. (30 
Aam Walt Ghat ear AH | 
adai a e agafi: 1 38" 
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Stable and comprehensive knowledge 
cannot be acquired from one preceptor. 
This Brahma, without a second, has been 
variously sung by Rsis. (31) 

MATA TAT 
SARA Bag Famers Tae: | 
afas AAA TAT TA Viet ATTA tt 3 Ut 


The Lord said: The Brahmana of deep 
wisdom having thus spoken to King Yadu 


and greeted and adored by him, took leave 
and delightedly went his way. (32) 


ayaa: seat yii A: A Yas: | 
adiada: waft aya FN 33N 
Having listened to the discourse of the 
Avadhita, Dattatreya, our remote ancestor, 
King Yadu rid himself of all attachments 
and gained the steady equilibrium of mind. 
(33) 


sft Aar WERT IRA ASAT À TIRS PATA: I S I 


Thus ends the ninth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA SOTA SEAT: 
Discourse X 
The emptiness of earthly and other-worldly enjoyments exposed 


MATA 
mùa: wag HATTA: | 
SUSAR TERAN R N 

The Lord said: Attentive to the righteous 
duties taught by Me, and depending upon 
Me, and forsaking all desires, man should 
follow the conduct prescribed for his caste, 
order and family. (1) 


acia fararen fei area | 
Ta maa aa AN 2 


Having thus purified his mind, he should 
observe how the actions of worldly men 
attached to sense-pleasures, who consider 
them to be real, produce contrary results, 
i.e., cause misery. (2) 


qae farah arat at HARTA: | 
manaa farara Aarne: tt 3 1 


As the dreams of a sleeping person 
and the fancies of one drowned in a reverie 
are of no value, being of a diversified 
character, so is the notion of differences 


produced by the Gunas illusory. 
Rad ad ada wad woe 
Raai aa aia, AT UY 1 
One who is devoted to Me should 
perform all obligatory or occasional duties 
but should forsake all actions prompted by 
desire. If one is fully engaged in an inquiry 


into the Self, he need not attend even to his 
prescribed duties. (4) 


amigi Ada Peary Ae: aaf 
aR ye maA HTAR y I 
My votary should devoutly practise 
austerities and at times observe sacred 
vows too; and he should wait upon his 


preceptor of tranquil mind who has realized 
Me as identical with Myself. (5) 


sare sat t gede: | 
SEs e EIRTO IEF LES EE EERI CIC g neu 


He should be free from pride, jealousy, 
sloth and attachment; he should be firmly 
devoted to his preceptor and be cool; a 


(3) 
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seeker after Self-knowledge, he should not 
be fault-finding and one indulging in useless 
talk. (6) 


ELEI OMASE Es EEA ALI ey l 
gni: GA uy udaa: i191 
He should not feel attached to his wife, 
children, home, lands, relations and wealth 
etc., and should find his purpose equally in 
all. (7) 


Rago: ege aar TATE | 
aata a EASA: WANTER: N N 


As a burning fire, that shows things, is 
different from the piece of wood that is 
burnt and illumined, so is the self-manifest 
soul, the witness of all, distinct from the 
subtle and gross bodies. (8) 
LEUG IG Ea LAC ELEL AS e cai TIL 
aaua street Us TA W: N | N 

Just as fire burning a piece of wood 
assumes its qualities of destructibility, coming 
into being, smallness or magnitude, and 
variety, so does the soul assume the 
attributes of the body when it enters it. (9) 


aiset ha Asi Geos fe 
gamas Oat aena: I go I 
The subtle as well as the gross body is 
constituted of the Guņas controlled by the 
Lord; and transmigration of the soul is the 
result of identifying it with the body. This 
misapprehension can be dispelled only by 
the real knowledge of the Self. (10) 
TEAS SHUT ha A | 
arg Agna AMF ee II 
Therefore, through inquiry one should 
gradually realize the transcendent and 
absolute Self, permeating the body etc., 
and the latter as unreal and different from 
the Self. (11) 


Ararat SON: VATSATAAATT: 1 
A Wares aeaa: Yaa: N g 11 


The preceptor is the piece of wood 


underneath, the disciple is the upper one 
and the instruction is the middle one or 
churning rod; and Self-knowledge is the 
delightful fire produced by friction. (12) 


Tad a SITS AMT: 11-23 11 


The perfectly purified wisdom acquired 
from an efficient preceptor dispels Maya, 
the product of the three Gunas (modes of 
Prakrti) and these Gunas too; and ultimately 
the intellect itself becomes quiescent as fire 
with its fuel consumed. (13) 


adai Haan gor Agoi Yaga: | 
Tae Fae CTA TAT AAT 8% I 
Te Sera Geet Aaah aM | 
aderpfaver wrad feed a eff: gn 
wana aut etext gear: 
laa: Ait UAT SATA SHH gA Ul 
arta mi atest a ee | 
Apg: TSA: Hl aA aagi Ast Ug Ut 
If you admit the variety of souls, the 
agents of actions, subject to happiness and 
misery; if you maintain that the regions, 
time, the Vedas and the soul are eternal; 
and if you hold that all objects while constantly 
changing are eternal and that the whole 
sense of perception is engendered by the 
objects perceived and then changes with 
the objects; then, O Uddhava, you will have 
to admit that all souls associated with a 
body are subject to time and repeatedly 10 
the states of birth and death etc. Then It's 
evident from your standpoint that the doer 
of actions is surely subject to pleasure and 
pain and for one so dependent there can be 
little happiness. (14—17) 
a iai ga ffa faa fagat | 
am a Sa yemi gaia wa! 
Even learned persons, because ie 
have bodies, enjoy no happiness, and &” 
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fools are not necessarily unhappy. Therefore 
egotism on the part of both is simply vain. 
(18) 
afe m franc a Sb aS: aa: | 
Asara A fagaht yai Was Baw Ve N 


Even if they know how to win happiness 
and overcome misery, they surely have not 
been able to discover means of averting 
death. (19) 


arad: TSI HAT aT TS | 
Mat AAA GETS A APE: 11 Ro n 


What happiness can wealth or any 
sense-enjoyment bring to man when the 
nearness of death gives him no satisfaction, 
just as a victim being escorted to the place 
of execution cannot enjoy any pleasure? 


(20) 
Ai a geag gS MTA: | 
aema pAn A AERAN R N 


Like the worldly pleasures, the bliss of 
heaven is also vitiated by envy, jealousy, 
evanescence and decay. There are many 
impediments in attaining to that bliss and it 
is fruitless at times like cultivation. (21) 


amfa aa i: crafted: | 
Aà fi ei a rA TET N R? MN 


You should also hear how one attains 
the region through the successful 
performance of religious duties unbalked by 
interrruptions. (22) 


yede taat aA: aeth mA iA: | 
dia aa Aa fears n STAN 23 0 


One who performs sacrifices in this 
world and propitiates the gods through 
them goes to heaven and enjoys there 
heavenly pleasures, gained through his 
actions, and feels happy like the deities. 

(23) 


myi A aa sia | 
maie weal Sat gA N WI 


He assumes a beautiful form and flying 


in a celestial car earned through his 
meritorious deeds and surrounded by 
heavenly damsels and sung by heavenly 
singers he goes about blissfully. (24) 


FAN: aea hfna | 
HLT Aaa tS firda: qu 


But while merrily sporting with the 
celestial damsels in heavenly pleasances 
and flying in a celestial car, adorned with 
small bells and whose speed is controlled 
by the will of the rider, he does not notice 
his impending fall. (25) 
Wad aAa i Aare Yost AAAS | 
attorgua: Vara Rer: N 2S N 

He enjoys heaven so long as his 
meritorious deeds bear fruit; but when his 
merit is exhausted, driven by time, though 
reluctant, he has to take birth in the lower 
regions. (26) 
meena: weet | ahaa: | 
STAT PUTT TI: AV Yara eA: N 29 1 
U ASSA ATTA AS | 
RAMA TPT aT AA N N 


If a person associates with the wicked 
and delights in impiety, or losing control over 
his senses indulges in low worldly pleasures 
and becomes mean, avaricious, lustful and 
oppressive to living creatures, and, misled 
by the wicked, kills animals ignoring religious 
sanction, and worships ghosts and goblins, 
he inevitably goes to hell and assumes bodies 
of low ignorant creatures. (27-28) 


mni g Aani pA Se a: TA: | 
ees at fe qa neda: eeu 
Clothed in a body man performs actions 
which result in misery. In consequence of 
those actions he assumes another body 
and thus living in the world the mortal man 
enjoys little happiness. (29) 
Tear ce Aes Heat | 
mes stat wet feomefarraqe: 1 3011 
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The regions of the universe and their 
rulers who live till the end of a Kalpa are 
afraid of Me; even Brahma who lives for 
two Parardhas only is afraid of Me. (30) 


qm: Baht Hatton TASA OTT 
BART TOTS Yeh HAMAR I 32 N 


The senses bring about actions and the 
Gunas prompt the senses to act, and the 
said Jiva, being invested with bodies and 
senses and identifying itself with them, reaps 
the fruit of actions. (31) 


WaT AMS TTA MIATA: | 
AMSA Mea Ua Aaa FEU VU 
So long as the diversity of the Gunas 
prevails, the Atma will appear manifold. 
And so long as the manifoldness of Atma 
lasts, dependent state will continue. (32) 
Waa Aaa VAT AT 
o Uae Aaa Wears nA: 33 0 
So long as the state of dependence of 
the Jiva continues, there is fear from the 
Lord. Therefore, those who take to these 
Gunas get deluded and come to grief. (33) 


TA STIS item: aM et wa A 
sft at agen mga afi ay i 


Time, Atma, Sastra, the world, Nature 
and Dharma are the various names by 
which | am called when the equilibrium of 
the three (illusive) qualities is disturbed or 
they are agitated. (34) 


SEI SHA 

Tey, amA deea: | 
T aA Set Tea aT Set FTI 3y n 

Uddhava_ said: O Lord, though 
associated with a body etc., why should not 
the Jiva be bound by actions begotten of 
body? Or, having no connection with them, 
how does the soul get tied to them? (35) 


wa add fae at mA ATN: | 
fee iida ferqaresettareita arta ar 3 N 


How does a person liberated or bound 
behave or sport and by what characteristics 
is he to be known? How does he eat, ease 
nature, sleep, sit or walk? (36) 


Weed À gfe ued usafact az 
Ranat Fees wa vata À ya: N 30N 
O Acyuta, the foremost of those expert 
in answering questions ! pray, answer this 
question. My mistaken notion is as to whether 


the same Atma is both ever bound and ever 
liberated, too. (37) 


WAGETAAG GIRS EAT: U go | 


Thus ends the tenth discourse 
Uddhava, in Book Eleven of the 
otherwise kn 


forming part of the Dialogue between the Lord and 


great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
own as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


nt ea 


SIH SN SATA: 


Discourse XI 


The characteristics of bound and liberated souls 
as well as of devotees 


MOTTA 

aA AH Bt SAM UTA A aN: | 
TUR ATA À AA A STH g N 

The glorious Lord began again: The 
characterization of a Jiva as bound or 
emancipated is determined by its being 
subject or not to the influence of the 
three Gunas, i.e., modes of Prakrti, controlled 
by Me, and has nothing to do with its 
essential nature. And the Gunas being rooted 
in Maya, which is under My control, there 
is neither emancipation nor bondage for 
Me. (1) 


Vette Oe ea aAa area 
Taal assa: Tata: HRA g areata R 


Even as dream is an illusory aspect of 
the mind, grief and infatuation, joy and 
sorrow and embodiment or the loss of one’s 
body are falsely attributed to the Self. Hence 
even transmigration of the soul is not real 
but is ascribed to it through ignorance alone. 


(2) 


Renad wa a agga ARTTA | 
damari set me À AAN su 


Know that Knowledge (Vidyā) and 
Ignorance (Avidyā) are My potencies, 
Specially brought into being by My Maya, 
and have existed without beginning, and 
make for release and bondage, respectively 
of the Jiva, O Uddhava ! (3) 


Teele anise viata er 
wisenfaramnfefsera aA AMAT NX 


Though | am one, O highly intelligent 


one, it is in relation to the Jiva alone, a 
reflection of Mine, that bondage has existed 
from time immemorial through ignorance; 
and it is in relation to the Jiva alone that the 
other state (release) is brought about through 
Knowledge in the form of Self-Realization 
vouchsafed by Me. (4) 


HY THA THAT Aas aah a 
hegae Raana N y 


Next | proceed to tell you the distinction 
between the one in bondage, viz., the 
Jīva or the individual soul and the other 
who is liberated, viz., God, characterized 
by contrary properties, viz., sorrow and 
joy respectively, though co-existing in one 
and the same individual, O dear Uddhava! 


(5) 
quid gù ma 
go pià a qA 
Tae: wrefa uma- 
Ta fest ae ware 


The two, viz., the Jiva and God, the 
Inner Controller of the Jiva are distinct from 
the body like a pair of birds dwelling on a 
tree, yet apart from it, kindred in character 
as being spiritual in substance and settled 
as constant companions in the same nest 
of the heart on the tree of the body by 
force of Maya, the divine Will. One of them, 
viz., the Jiva partakes of the fruit in the 
shape of joy and sorrow to be experienced 
in the Peepul* tree of the body as a result 
of past good and evil deeds; while the other, 
viz., God, though not eating the fruit in the 


* This very idea finds expression in the following Sruti text: 


at gaoi agen warn war gat RA | aA: ai aeaa ANA N 
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Sa ee eee GP UG a a 


shape of those pleasurable and painful 
experiences is always superior to the former 
in strength, the strength of wisdom etc." 
(6) 
ammm a u da Aag- 
ioan A g Aua: | 
astra qe a q Aaa 
am a: u g Aaga: oN 


Of the two aforementioned, the 
enlightened one viz., God, who does not 
partake of the fruit of the peepul tree, knows 
Himself as well as the other, the Jiva; but 
not so the one who partakes of the fruit of 
the peepul tree. Again, the one who is 
characterized by ignorance, viz., the Jiva 
has been in bondage from eternity; while He 
who is all Knowledge, viz., God is ever free. 

(7) 
si a tara fagry rare Beiter: | 
aregeat sta eee: Hala: FAAS T AM Ul ¢ A 


An enlightened soul, a Jivanmukta, is 
not tied to the body even though he remains 
in the body by force of his past Samskaras, 
any more than one who has awoken from a 
dream remains tied to the dream-body, 
though continuing in that body in thought. A 
man of perverted intellect, who looks upon 
the body alone as his self, remains identified, 
on the contrary, with his body, though not 
essentially confined within it, even as one 
who is actually seeing a dream is identified 
with his dream-body, though not actually 
present in it. (8) 


shatters mh mW, a 
Tena fag, aeatatera: ue 1 


Remaining unaffected while the objects 
of sense, which are no other than 
modifications of the three Gunas, are being 
apprehended by the senses, which are 
modifications of the same Gunas, he who is 
enlightened does not feel that he is 
apprehending them.—(On the other hand 
he feels that it is the Gunas themselves in 
the form of the senses that apprehend their 
objects, which are made up of the same 
substance). (9) 


Jaret ore shar Worst HAUT | 
adurisareda catenta Fargo I 
Functioning in this body controlled by 
his Prarabdha (destiny), the ignorant Jiva, 
however, remains tied to it through the 
egotistic notion that he is the agent, as a 
result of actions which are actually being 
performed by the Indriyas, which are the 
modifications of the three Gunas and as 
such identical with them.? (10) 


we A: eA ETAR | 
ahago Weel 
Aaa aged Faget Tareas TOT | 
Weplereadt CHAT aT GS AAALAC: Ul g? N 
Thus remaining free from passion while 
lying in bed, sitting, moving about, bathing, 
seeing, touching, smelling, eating and hearing 
etc., and allowing the three Gunas in the 
form of the senses to enjoy the various 
objects of the senses, the enlightened soul 
does not get bound by such actions like the 
ignorant man. Though continuing in his 
psycho-physical organism (which is 4 
modification of Prakrti) he remains unattached 


1. Compare Srimad Bhagavadgita III. 28: 


rated neraet ornan: | oT UTS ada slat Aa At ATT N i 

“However, he, who has true insight into the respective spheres of Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and thelr 

actions, holding that it is the Gunas (in the form of the senses, mind, etc.,) that move among the Gunas 
(objects of perception), does not get attached to them, Arjuna.” 


2. Cf. Srimad Bhagavadgita III. 27 : 


wep: ranon yet: antf weer: anfen patea ATA N 


“In fact, all actions are being performed by the modes of Prakrti (Primordial Nature). He, whose mind 


is deluded by egoism, thinks, “Il am the doer’. 
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to it like the sky, the sun, which remains 
unattached to the water in which it is 
reflected, or the wind, which remains 
unattached even though blowing everywhere. 
(11-12) 

anager fiy: | 
uia Fa ATT farrada 23 i 
With all his doubts resolved by the 
sword of his penetrating intellect whetted by 
all-round detachment, he turns away from 
the sense of diversity, even as one who has 
woken up from a dream turns away from it. 


(13) 
aa Saison: WOE | 
ara: a fatter AA fe aa: vex 


He whose vital, organic, mental and 
intellectual functions are absolutely free from 
deliberate thought remains as a matter of 
fact altogether unfettered by the three Gunas 
operating through his body, though dwelling 
in it. (14) 
area fara eer ha age | 
orale ot aA + ARTA Tet: N Ve N 


A wise man is he who is not adversely 
or agreeably affected when his body is 
tormented by mischievous persons or by 
chance treated with honour by others. (15) 


tata 3 Prete pda: meea ar 

a Torsten atta: MASA: N VG 
The sage who has transcended the 

sense of good and evil and sees equality 

everywhere would neither praise those that 


do or say anything good nor censure those 
who do or say anything evil. (16) 


Tals aed fafa eared BEAT TT | 
STATA SAA FT aree: M V9 Ut 


Revelling in his Self, a man given to 
contemplation should neither do nor 
Contemplate nor speak anything good or 
evil and should roam about like an inane 
fellow and live in the aforesaid manner. (17) 


yaar Paa a Froana ax ate | 
MRA RA JAAA TAA: N N 


If one, though well-versed in the Veda 
(the Supreme revealed in the form of word), 
has not attained perfection in the Knowledge 
(realization) of the supreme (Brahma), his 
labour on the study of the Vedas has ended 
in labour alone like that of a man who tends 
a dry cow. (18) 


ett wat waft gag ee 

The man who maintains a cow that has 
been milked for good (offers no more 
prospect of yielding milk), a false wife, a 
body depending for its survival on another, 
and an unworthy son, nay, he who guards 
wealth which is not bestowed on worthy 
recipients and cultivates, O dear Uddhava, 
speech, which does not glorify Me, reaps 
misery after misery. (19) 


Tt A a west ad 
Aam at ee 
aei fat at fasyart efit: 2011 
A wise man ought not to cultivate such 
barren speech as does not glorify, O 
dear Uddhava, My purifying activity 
responsible for the appearance, continuance 
and extinction of this universe and does 
not describe My advent in the form of 
Sri Rama, Sri Krsna and so on, which 
is so dear to the world, among My 
numerous descents taken for the sake of 
sport. (20) 
Ua amma mana 
sored A wa mat weit een 
Having cast aside, through inquiry on 
the lines indicated in the foregoing verses, 


the mistaken notion of diversity with respect 
to the soul, and focussed one’s mind, 
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free from all impurities, on Me, the 
omnipresent Lord, one should retire from all 


activity. (21) 
aeriten emf wat weiter Fryar 
ui naii mai AAR: GATTI 22 UI 


If, however, you are unable to fix your 
mind irrevocably on Brahma, do all your 
allotted duties efficiently in a disinterested 
spirit for My sake. (22) 
ASIA HAM: YUL AAT eA: | 
TIT BH ST PTT AE: WRB 

Hearing with reverence My stories, which 
bring merit to the hearer and purify the 
worlds, chanting them (if there is someone 
to hear) and constantly recalling them even 
when there is none to chant or hear them, 
arranging dramatic representation of My 
advent and pastimes again and again, nay, 

(23) 
wes adama Aastra: | 
aaa Arae uth Wega GATT RY N 


pursuing righteousness, enjoyment and 
wealth for My sake and depending on Me, 
O Uddhava! one develops unflinching 
devotion to Me, the Eternal. (24) 
TTS RAT BS AS SAAT | 
Baa afd afin frat Faq RY Il 

Equipped with Devotion, acquired through 
the fellowship of saints, he becomes 
My worshipper. And such a worshipper 
undoubtedly attains with ease to My state 
as shown by the righteous. (25) 


SEF SUA 
aAA Aa: Aga: WA | 
Rna AgI HEAGA I RA N 

Uddhava submitted: What kind of man 
is considered by You to be a pious soul, O 
illustrious Lord? And what kind of devotion 
has been esteemed by the righteous and 
may be directed towards You? (26) 


TÀ ENAA ATAA SATA 
WAAR AA A RAAT RY N 


Let this be pointed out to me, bent low 
before You, devoted to You and fallen at 
Your feet, O Ruler even of Brahmā and 
others (the highest souls), the Controller of 
the spheres, the Lord of the entire creation ! 

(27) 


wa ag WH AN YEN: UPA: TW: | 
aaa sha A AATA: 1 R N 


You are the supreme Brahma, taintless 
like the sky, the Spirit beyond Prakrti; yet, 
O Lord ! You have descended on this earth 
having assumed a distinct (finite) personality 
at Your own sweet will. (28) 


SMITA TAT 
gurerpaseaay: NART 
TAA SAAT TA: HAARR: I?R N 


The glorious Lord replied: A pious 
soul is compassionate to all embodied souls, 
harms none, is forbearing, has truthfulness 
for his strength, faultless of mind, equipoised 
in joy and sorrow and beneficent to all; 


(29) 
arent ye: enha: | 
aià aa Pit: Feet west AP: N 3o N 
agri mie yai: | 
ai ae: seat ÀT: sree: RA: I 3k I 


his judgment is never clouded by 
attachment to the pleasures of sense; he 
is self-disciplined, soft by nature, pure 
(perfectly moral in his dealings), resourceless 
and effortless, lives on a scanty meal, is 
free from passions and constant, solely 
depends on Me and is given to contemplation 
and vigilant, remains unexcited even when 
there is room for excitement and firm even 
in adversity; he must have conquered the 
six waves, viz., cold and heat, greed and 
infatuation, hunger and thirst, does not seek 
honour, though bestowing it on others, IS 
capable of imparting knowledge to other, 
sincere, altruistic and possessed of right 
knowledge. (29—31): 
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AAT OT STAT TS SET AAY FATT | 
PATA a: TAL AT AST SATA: U3 


He, too, likewise is the best of all virtuous 
men, who—having completely neglected all 
his duties, though prescribed by Me, while 
knowing full well the virtues resulting from 
the performance of duty and sins incurred 
by neglecting them—worships Me alone. 

(32) 
AAT Si AAT APTA AST: | 
AAA A A waa Aa: 3311 


They are considered by Me to be the 
foremost of all devotees, who worship Me 
with exclusive devotion, knowing in reality 
how great | am, what | am and what | am 
like, or even not knowing this. (33) 


Tiere | 
Rat tafe: wequrnatqetda 3x 
AMAA sgl AAMAS | 
weet || RTPA SAT 84 UI 


Devotion to Me consists, O Uddhava ! 
in beholding, touching and worshipping My 
representations of (in the form of images 
etc.,) and people devoted to Me, rendering 
bodily service to them such as kneading 
their feet, extolling them, bowing to them 
and repeatedly recounting My excellences 
and exploits; developing reverence for 
hearing My stories, practising contemplation 
on Me, offering all one’s gains to Me, offering 
one’s body to Me for service; narrating the 
Stories of My advent and recounting My 
deeds, (34-35) 


rtd wa aANT 
asaan ayer: | BE N 


at aa a udning | 
Aft afat der ATTAT 39 UI 


celebrating festivals connected with Me, 
such as the Janmastami festival connected 
with My advent, and conducting festivities 
in My temples with vocal and instrumental 
music, dance and Puranic discourses; visiting 
holy places in procession and conducting 
special worship with flowers etc., on all 
annual festive occasions, particularly on 
every Ekadasi during the four rainy months, 
initiating men into certain forms of Vedic 
and Tantrika worship etc., and undertaking 
vows sacred to Me, such as fasting on 
Ekadasi days; (36-37) 
HATART SET Cad: Gerd AET: | 
KELELE C EIC JENES LEEEG ator IEAI 
waters = AHqvscads: | 
mey A qea ACHAT 39 N 
amanaia paea | 
an Aah A Agn wo N 

enthusiasm in installing My images in 
temples specially built for the purpose and 
individual as well as collective effort for 
laying out gardens, orchards and pleasances, 
erecting boundary walls round towns and 
constructing temples, keeping my temples 
tidy and clean after the manner of a servant 
by removing their dust and plastering their 
floor with cowdung etc., washing their floor 
and decorating it with ornamental designs 
and diagrams in a guileless way without 
any expectation of return; absence of pride 
and hypocrisy and refraining from making 
known one’s own services.! One should 
not use*—(for one’s own benefit) even the 


1. A Smrti text says: ‘et: arfe maaa. 


“A virtue is spent by being made known through one’s own lips.” 
2. It is for this reason that in order to guard against the offence of seeing things with the help of such 


light it has been enjoined that a light offered to a deity should contain a double wick. Of course, this does 
not debar us from accepting for one’s own use in a spirit of devotion the offerings made to a deity in the 
Shape of eatables, sandal-paste, garland and scent etc., which has been extolled in the scriptures as 
Conducive to Liberation. The scripture says: 
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light of a lamp offered by oneself or anyone 
else to Me or, to interpret it in another way, 
one should not offer to Me even the light of 
a lamp already offered to Me or to any 
other deity.* (38—40) 
ag aeai cite e AATA: | 
anata dere RAA NS II 
One should, on the other hand, offer to 
Me whatever is most favoured with the 
world as well as whatever is most liked by 
himself; for such an offering is capable of 
yielding immortality. (41) 


qsar mA Awa: GATT | 
aren ase x TTT Au wet 


The sun, fire, the Brahmana, cows, a 
votary of Lord Visnu, the sky, the air, water, 
earth, one’s own body and all living beings 
are the media of My worship, O good one ! (42) 
wa ¢ fern ser eae asta aT 
aifasat ¢ front ian Aaa tl 83 N 
aura aapa Se A AMPS | 
carat gaT ara AARET: 1 6% N 
misa ragà aA 
A ady AAA Ast AMI v4 ll 

In the sun one should worship Me by 
waiting upon Me with hymns forming part of 
the three Vedas; in the sacred fire, by 
pouring oblations; in a worthy Brahmana, 


through hospitality, of course; and in cows, 
through green grass etc., O dear Uddhava; 
in a votary of Lord Visnu, through attentions 
due to a relation; in the cavity of one’s 
heart, through fixity in meditation; in the air, 
through the thought that it is the life-giving 
principle running through the entire universe; 
in the water, through articles of worship 
followed by water itself; in a raised ground 
duly levelled and cleared, through 
consecration, by means of mystic formulas. 
In one’s own body, one should propitiate 
the soul through amenities permitted by the 
Sastras; and in all created beings one should 
worship Me as the conscious Self through 
undifferentiated vision. (43—45) 
firotraftata Aga Waa TES: l 
qh agi red aAa ET: 18S I 
Through these media one should 
contemplate and worship with a concentrated 
mind in the aforesaid manner My serene 
and four-armed personality equipped with a 
conch, discus, mace and lotus. (46) 


geyi mài at asta aga: | 
waa nfà uefe ae: AETAT N %9 I 


He who worships Me as aforesaid with 
a concentrated mind through Vedic sacrifices 
and acts of pious liberality, such as the gift 
of food, enjoined in the Smrtis, attains true 
devotion to Me and through service to the 


umidda a A | aoaaa quad aga acti 
ge wd qe m Aa wt: 1 A a a were a ASA: N 
“In the Kali age the same virtue accrues from the food offered to Lord Visnu to those partaking of it 
as has been declared to result from a fast undertaken for a whole month as many as six times. He is 
identical with Lord Visnu, who carries a mental image of Lord Śri Hari in his heart, His name on his lips, 
the food offered to Him in his stomach, nay, the water in which His feet have been washed and flowers 
etc., offered to Him on the head.” 
+ The Smrti says: 
aR aea tana i apada ata aera awed 
AA at cera Teer een: aeea vata aerate: 11 
“One ought to propitiate other deities by means of food (already) offered to Lord Visnu, the Supreme 
Deity; nay, it should be offered to the manes as well (during the Sraddha ceremony), as such consecrated 
food (if offered to the manes) is capable of yielding an immortal fruit. In the case, however, of him who offers 
the food already offered to the manes to Lord Sri Hari, the Supreme Spirit, the manes who were responsible 
for his birth undergo great suffering.” 


565_ Srimadbhagavat_Part 2_Section_4 _Back 


Dis. 12] 


* BOOK ELEVEN « 


627 


righteous, follows My constant remembrance 
or realization, too. (47) 


gan afer ati farga 

arora aen Pere oraat fe MATT Mt Xe N 
Ordinarily, there is no royal road to My 

realization other than the discipline of 


Devotion preceded by association with the 
righteous, O Uddhava; for | am the greatest 


resort of the righteous. (48) 


adaa, WH We yoa Ara 
yii aah aA YA: YET AAT Ul VS N 
Therefore, hear the following sovereign 
secret, O scion of Yadu ! | shall tell you even 
that which deserves to be scrupulously 


guarded; for you are My faithful servant, 
sincere friend and are also keen to listen.(49) 


Slt MAEA AGT IRAE AAMAS WHIMS ATA: II 22 I 


Thus ends the eleventh discourse in Book Eleven of the great and 
glorious Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the 
Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA gS ATA: 
Discourse XII 


The Glory of Satsanga; how to perform one’s prescribed 
duty and how to relinquish it? 


MATA TAA 
q terete at anit a iret et wa a 
q PATA AST A SPATOTT Uk N 


The glorious Lord began again: Neither 
Yoga (consisting of eight limbs enumerated 
in the Yoga-Sutras of Patañjali) nor Sankhya 
(knowledge of the distinctive character of 
the different categories discussed in the 
Sankhya system of philosophy) nor 
righteousness consisting of non-violence, 
benevolence etc., study of the Vedas or 
Japa of the Divine Name, austerity and 
renunciation nor pouring oblations into the 
sacred fire and works of public utility such 
as the digging of wells and tanks and the 
laying out of gardens nor the bestowal of 
gifts, observing fasts, (1) 


aa aars cath Frere war: | 

amerà ae: ada fe APL 21 
worship of gods, muttering secret spells, 

resorting to holy waters and places of 


pilgrimage, undertaking sacred observances 
such as purity of body and mind and the 
five forms of self-abnegation (non-violence 
etc.,) gain Me over as does Satsanga capture 
Me—Satsanga, which actually puts an end 
to all other attachments. (2) 


aa fe sear aq WT: GT: | 
TRACT ATT: FATT ALOT TRTAAT: 3 


For, thanks to the fellowship of saints, a 
number of Daityas (the sons of Diti), 
Yatudhanas (ogres), beasts and birds, 
Gandharvas and Apsaras, Nagas, Siddhas, 
Caranas and Guhyakas (Yaksas), (3) 


frener WRG aya: YET: RAAST: | 
THETA UP TART ART FASTIN YU 
Seat Aes MARERA: | 
quat aka wager aT: 14 1 
gid SATA Ast Welt aA: 1 
SMT: HOA AS WAN AAT AATAIGT N G N 


Vidyadharas, and among human beings 
even VaiSyas and Sudras, womenfolk and 
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the lowest born, possessed of a Rajasika 
and Tamasika disposition, such as Vrtrasura 
(son of the god Twasta through a Daitya 
mother), Prahrada (son of Kayadhu), 
Vrsaparva, Bali, Bana, Maya and Vibhisana, 
sub-human beings like Sugriva, Hanuman, 
Jambavan (a bear), the celebrated elephant 
of the legend, Jatayu, a vulture, Tuladhara, 
a merchant, Dharmavyadha (a hunter by 
profession), Kubja (a hunch-backed damsel), 
the Gopis, cowherdesses, as well as the 
wives of Brahmanas (engaged in performing 
a sacrifice) of Vraja and others ascended 
to My realm in different Yugas, O sinless 
Uddhava ! (4—6) 

a miom Aang: | 
AATA: MEATA: 1 9 N 
Although they had never studied the 
Śruti texts, had never waited upon the most 
exalted ones (for the said purpose), had not 
observed any sacred vows nor practised 
any austerities, they nevertheless attained 
to Me through the fellowship of saints alone. 
(7) 

aan fe wrest Wea Aa ATT TPT: | 


asa geht art: feet ARAT Ul ¢ 1 
qa ae wer earaaaisedt: | 
STATA: WAS ATATAT N g I 
Through mere love indeed the 
cowherdesses and cows, nay, trees and 
antelopes, cobras and other dull-witted 
creatures accomplished the object of their 
life and easily attained to Me, whom one 
cannot reach even with great exertion through 
Yoga or Sankhya, liberality, sacred vows, 
austerities and sacrificial performances, 
exposition of sacred texts, study of the 
Vedas, or Japa of the Divine Name and 
renunciation. (8-9) 


Aas teu: WET gon 


When | was taken to Mathura alongwith 


Balarama by Akrira (the son of Swaphalka), 
the Gopis—whose mind was attached to 
Me through intense devotion and who 
suffered acute pangs of separation from 
Me—did not look upon anyone else than 
Me as a source of delight. (10) 
art: am: wear tea 
EEG] FATAR | 
aoa: Get aA 
Sat WAT HCTAAT AYA MUL 
Those very autumnal nights of ineffable 
sweetness which had (during the Rasa 
dance), been spent by them like half a 
second with Me, the highest object of their 
love when | was present by their side in the 
woods of Vrindavana, hung heavy on them 
like a Kalpa (a thousand revolutions of the 
four Yugas) now that they were bereft of 
Me, O loved one! (11) 


am mù yA 
wm: yae ga WHAI RRI 
With their mind fastened on to Me with 
chords of love they were no longer conscious 
of their own people or even of their own 
self, much less of this world or the next— 
any more than sages lost in Yogic trance 
are conscious of this world consisting of 
names and forms—and merged into (become 
one with) Me like rivers that lose themselves 
in the waters of the ocean. (12) 
Tea TOT aAA SAT: | 
Ta At Ut WIG: Hea: Ul g3 N 
Full of passion for Me, thinking Me only 
as their lover, nay, paramour, women of Vraja 
in their hundreds and thousands, who did 
not know My essential divine character, 
attained to Me, the supreme Brahma, through 
the fellowship of the righteous. (13) 
TET aT aaa RAET 
Wad a fart a sired sata a esl 
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mAn yO weary | 
ale WATTS HET ka arih: Ween 
Therefore, turning your 
injunctions as well as upon j 
nay, renouncing worldly activit 
cessation from activity, 
which has been learnt a 
yet to be learnt, O Uddh 
refuge Me alone, the one 


back upon 
nterdictions, 
y as well as 
and rejecting that 
nd that which has 
ava, seek as your 
Self of all embodied 
being; for with Me 


y abandon all activity 
e, So that my mind 
(16) 


or not does not ceas 
stands bewildered. 


AT tat aot sta afa: N go N 

The glorious Lord replied: The 
aforesaid Supreme who gives life to all is 
Self-evident in that He reveals Himself as 
follows in the six Cakras, spiritual centres 
existing in the human body. Having first 
entered the Adhara Cakra (located near the 
anus) alongwith the sonant Prana (known 
by the name of Para speech) and assumed 
the subtle forms composed of the mind- 
Stuff and known by the names of Pasgyanti 
and Madhyama in the Manipura and 
Viguddhi Cakras located near the navel and 
throat, respectively. He finally manifests 
Himself within the mouth in the grossest 
form known by the name of Vaikhari speech 
and Consisting of Matra (measure of time 
taken in uttering a vowel sound), accent 


as, 


(Udatta etc.,) and articulate sound. (17) 


SUT: Wart eterat uiread 
ada à anai fe aoin ge n 


Just as fire, existing in the form of 
unmanifest heat in the sky, appears in a minute 
form as a Spark when being repeatedly 
churned with force out of a block of wood 
and fanned by the wind and growing larger in 
course of time, blazes forth with the help of 
oblations poured into it, even So, | appear by 
degrees, as a matter of fact, as the Para, 


Pasyanti, Madhyama and Vaikhari forms of 
this Vedic speech. 


(18) 
wa n: m 
WÀ Tat gg myi: AIEE i 
Haraam: 
at NEIER: 11-22 h 


Likewise articulation, work dore by the 
hands, locomotion, evacuation of the bowels 
and the bladder, perceiving smell and taste, 
vision, perceiving the touch and audition, 
conception, cognition and intellection and 
self-identification with the body etc. (the 
function of the ego), permeating things (the 
function of Prakrti) and the entire range 
of objective existence consisting of the 
Indriyas, the modifications of Rajas, the 
deities presiding over them, the modifications 
of Sattva, and the five gross elements, 
the modifications of Tamas are My 
manifestations. (19) 


AmA A waa aA on 

This God, the life-giver of all, is indeed 
one and unmanifest in the beginning; for He 
is the first to become the support of the 
three Gunas and the source of the lotus of 
the universe. Having by force of time 
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S o aaastal 


purposively embraced His potency in the 
form of Māyā, He appears manifold, as it 
were, even as, having found a suitable soil, 
seeds assume diverse shapes in the form 
of trees etc. (20) 
R f = Tl J 7 * 
uA am aAA: | 
a we mM: QU: 
wai: YARA WaT UN A 


This universe is in no way other than 
God, in whom it stands woven warp and 
woof like a piece of cloth, which owes its 
existence to the expanse of threads. Just 
as threads exist even independently of the 
cloth, but not so the cloth, the universe 
owes its existence to God, but God exists 
independently of the universe. This tree of 
mundane existence has no beginning, is 
characterized by activity and puts forth 
flowers and fruits in the shape of enjoyment 
and final beatitude. (21) 
2 ae SS maA: 

Wath eT: waar: | 
adaa tantie- 
faan gash uA: 1 RR N 

Virtue and sin—two are its seeds, 
innumerable are its roots in the shape of 
cravings; Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—three 
are its stalks; five, viz., the five elements 
are its main boughs; it yields five kinds of 
saps in the shape of the five objects of 
senses; ten and one are its secondary 
branches in the shape of the ten Indriyas 
and the mind; it bears on it the nest of two 
birds, viz., God and the Jiva, the individual 
soul; three are the layers of its bark in the 
shape of the three humours of the body, 


viz., wind, bile and phlegm; it bears two 
varieties of fruits, viz., joy and sorrow, and 
spreads as far as the sphere of the sun, 
there being no metempsychosis for those 
who have penetrated beyond the sphere of 
the sun. (22) 


a a h mgià- 
nemi ae A Aq AAI R3 
Full of carnal desires, the vulture-like 
men of the world partake of its one fruit, 
viz., misery, even heavenly enjoyment being 
ultimately productive of sorrow; while the 
swan-like men of wisdom dwelling in the 
woods, cut off from the world, eat the other, 
viz., the bliss of immortality. He alone knows 
the true import of the Vedas, who comes to 
realize through his preceptors worthy of 
respect the one God, Myself, appearing in 
multitudinous forms by dint of His Māyā in 
the shape of His will to become many. (23) 


maa MAAA AMATI RX ll 


Having thus subdued yourself and 
remaining alert all the while, cut at the root 
of your astral body (the distinguishing 
appurtenance of a Jīva) with exclusive 
devotion to Me, acquired by sitting at the 
feet of a preceptor or by means of the 
keen-edged axe of wisdom in the form 
of Self-Realization; and, having thereby 
realized the Self, cast off forthwith even the 
weapon with which you have rent the veil of 
ignorance in the form of your Jivahood. (24) 


st aara AIR TRACT ASAT GIRS ATA: I 22 Il 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AASV SATA: 
Discourse XIII 


The teaching imparted by the Lord in the form of the Divine Swan 
to the sage Sanaka and his three brothers 


MUTA TAAT 
aed eA sit ToT ast ater: | 
PTAA SAM Aes BAA Vet FE gN 


The glorious Lord began again: Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas—these are the modes of 
Buddhi (Prakrti) and not of the Self. By 
developing the quality of Sattva, therefore, 
one should control the operation of the 
other two, viz., Rajas and Tamas and then 
Sattva itself in the shape of Sattvika virtues 
like truthfulness and compassion by Sattva 
in the form of quietism. (1) 


Arango Hag Geared Gat AeA: | 
Urns art adt md: wA N 20 


As a result of Sattva grown predominant, 
appears in man the virtue bearing the label 
of Devotion to Me. Sattva develops through 
the use of Sattvika things and thence 
proceeds righteousness in the form of 
Devotion. (2) 


eat Te ed ag: | 
ay vata ae wert sya wus 
Righteousness in the form of Devotion, 
which contributes to the predominance of 
Sattva and which is, therefore, the superlative 
virtue, curbs the element of Rajas and 
Tamas; and, when both these are subdued, 
unrighteousness, which has its root in these 
latter, soon disappears, as a matter of course. 
(3) 

ARTIST: Wat ÈN: Het: Hd a AT aT 
aM Asa hn ata oaa: us 
Scripture, water, the people (environment), 
place (surroundings), time, occupation and 
birth, the object of contemplation, Mantra 


(spell), and purificatory rites—these ten are 
contributory to the growth of a particular 
Guna. (4) 
Wad aAA Ae As gT: VARA | 
Fafa amd ade tard aeafarenr & u 
Of these latter whatever men of 
mature judgment speak approvingly of, is 
unquestionably Sattvika; that which they 
condemn is Tamasika and that which is 


looked upon by them with indifference is 
Rajasika. (5) 
maada Haat UA wrataaga | 
wat eed A ara ARRATE N S I 
For the predominance of Sattva a man 
should make use of Sattvika things alone. 
Thence will proceed righteousness in the 
form of Devotion and thence again will 
follow the light of wisdom culminating 
in Self-Realization and the extinction of 
darkness in the form of the two bodies and 
their ultimate cause, viz., the three Gunas. 


(6) 
Apii afadear wats aE 
Ue Wrest ce: aA afm: U o N 


The fire produced by the attrition of 
bamboo stalks subsides after consuming 
that thicket by its flames; so the body born 
of unevenness of the three Gunas (modes 
of Prakrti) and behaving like the said fire, 
ceases to be. (7) 


3ga FATT 
fagha Heat: weer fara dene | 
AAT USAT POT Ae Hal VRATAAT Ml S 


Uddhava submitted: Men generally 
know the pleasures of sense to be the 
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source of calamities; how is it then that, like 
the dog, the donkey and the goat, they still 
doggedly pursue and enjoy them, O Krsna? 


(8) 


asiem: wares ser eal 
sadi Tt at aA Aen AA Ue UI 
The glorious Lord replied: The 
perverted notion of “I” with reference to the 
body etc., duly springs up in the heart of the 
deluded soul; due to such notion Rajas, 
which is the root of sorrow, pervades the 
mind, even though the latter is born of 
Sattva. (9) 
THES ATA: Hace: HARAR: | 
Aa: TAT TOA SAE: Mes TAA: WYO Ul 
In the mind, coloured with Rajas, of a 
man of perverted judgment, springs up first 
of all the notion about an object being worth 
enjoying and then as to how it can be 
enjoyed. Next arises in him, as a result of 
his dwelling on the excellent aspects of that 
object, a passion for it which is indeed 
difficult to arrest. (10) 


wife array: Hatvaarsraaa: | 
PRCICC UME C ER SICUICCI UME ea| 


Having no control over his senses and 
overpowered by desire, the man embarks 
upon actions attended with sorrow, though 
clearly perceiving them to be such, deluded 
as he is by the impetuosity of Rajas. (11) 


Tenat sale fagry afara: ga: | 
sata wat ary Aget BAA gR UI 


The man of discrimination, though his 
mind too is sometimes distracted and even 
infatuated by Rajas and Tamas, collects 
his mind again with effort, alive as he is 
to the evil inherent in the pleasures of 
sense, and does not get attached to them. 


(12) 
AAA STa A We: | 
afao garnet fravarat ATAA: 23 0 


Having controlled the breath and secured 
steadiness of posture, and remaining alert 
and not feeling bored in the event of success 
not coming within sight soon, one should 
slowly compose the mind, concentrating it 
on Me at the appointed time (thrice a day). 


(13) 

Waray AIT Sareea RA: aaa: | 
HAA WA STIPE TAGS SAFIA TAM Ut RY N 
Withdrawing the mind from everything 
else, it should be duly and directly established 
in Me; this much comprises the Yoga taught 
by Me to Brahma accompanied by My 
disciples, the sages Sanaka and others. 
(14) 

SET FATT 
Oar wa Ural IA WAU HTS | 


Areaan Satter ARTAN Bh N 


Uddhava submitted: | wish to know 
about that form in which and when you 
taught the Yoga to Sanaka and his three 
brothers, O Krsna, the Ruler even of Brahma 
and Lord Siva! (15) 


MTA TAA 

Uat Ruaha Ae: HARTA: | 
oes: Prat Gent AmA fete TAT Nt gG N 

The glorious Lord replied: Sanaka 
and his brothers, mind-born sons of Brahma, 
the creator, questioned their father once 
about the unfailing and highest consummation 
of Yoga, so difficult to understand. (16) 


VIPERA HF: 
qirara wat osda a WAT | 
maaan ANAT: 1 29 Il 
Sanaka and others submitted: The 
mind clings to the sense-objects by virtue of 
its natural affinity to them and the latter get 
imprinted on the mind in the form of latencies. 
O Lord! How can it be possible for the 
seeker of Liberation, who is keen to reach 
the other shore, to part them one from the 
other? (17) 
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MATA ATA 

wa Get welds: iyana: | 
aa: uya ANAT Heft: WLS N 

The glorious Lord continued: Thus 
questioned, Brahma, the great god, the self- 
born creator of beings, could not get, in 
spite of his deep thought, at the root of 
the question (ignorance about the Self), his 
mind being taken up with his duty of creation. 


(18) 

a mema ca: Wear | 
Tae SABI THAT ATN RRN 
The said god fixed his mind on Me with 
intent to get to the other side (the hidden 
meaning) of the question. Then | sought his 
presence in the form of a swan (in order to 
hint at His capacity to alienate the sense- 
objects from the mind just as the swan is 
credited with the virtue of separating water 
from milk when mixed together). (19) 


FSM nia SAT Heal Waker | 
AANA: Heal UTS: Chl ahaa il Ro Ut 
Beholding Me and placing Brahma at 
their head, they (Sanaka and others) came 
up to Me and, bowing at My feet, asked Me 
as to who | was. (20) 


sae Ate: yena | 
aA eae Pater ANRU 


In these words was | questioned on the 
said occasion by the sages, keen as they 
were to know the Truth. Now hear from Me, 
O Uddhava, what | spoke to them in reply. 

(21) 


A TAMIA: WIT FGN: | 
we aed at faut apai À h MAA: N R? Ul 


If there is unity of the substance known 
as the Self and if your question relates to 
the Self in Me, how can such a question on 
your part (as you have asked Me, calling 
upon Me to specify Myself out of many) be 
relevant, O Brahmana sages ! Or, even if | 


proceed to speak in reply, what distinctive 
quality can be My basis for an answer? (22) 


dam Ag A a aA: | 
A aAA a: uA ara AAA: 33 


If, on the other hand, it relates to My 
body, even then your question as to who | 
am is indeed a mere drill in words and hence 
meaningless, the bodies of living creatures 
being identical in substance, constituted as 
they are of the five elements, and also from 
the point of view of ultimate reality. (23) 
TAA AAA TSA TASA eAr: | 
agda A mAsa A JAAT It BX Ml 

Whatever is grasped by the mind, 
expressed through speech and perceived 
through the faculty of vision, nay, even with 
the other senses is but Myself, there is 
nothing other than Me; know this as a result 
of enquiry into the truth. (24) 


qorn cat TOA A UST: | 
Vleet Se Ss TOTP HAAA: N RY I 


True, the mind cleaves to the sense- 
objects and the latter get imprinted on the 
mind, O My dear ones! The sense-objects 
and the mind both, however, constitute the 
body, i.e., an adjunct and not the essence 
of the Jiva, which is essentially the same 
as | so that there is no real affinity between 
the Jiva, on the one hand, and the sense- 
objects and the mind, on the other, which 
can, therefore, be easily transcended by 
the Jiva by contemplating on its divine 
essence, its identity with Brahma. (25) 
my aaam wor | 
Tonya feaa AAT Sa SAL RG Ml 

Becoming one with Me and thus realizing 
its own true nature, the Jiva should, therefore, 
give up both—viz., the mind clinging to the 
sense-objects as a result of repeatedly 
enjoying them and the sense-objects that 
get imprinted on it in the form of latencies. 

(26) 
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AMARA: FTA YUTAT gR: | 
qai aaa sta: mAT ayaa: tt 209 tt 


Wakefulness, the dream state and deep 
slumber are the three states of the mind 
(and not of the Jiva), following from the 
preponderance of the three Gunas—Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas respectively. The Jiva, 
however, is conclusively known to be distinct 
from them as being their witness. (27) 


afte igisa a: | 
Tafa al Feral MTA TOTAAL RC N 


Since this identification of the soul with 
Buddhi (which is responsible for its 
transmigration) attributes to it the functions 
of the three Gunas, therefore, getting 
established in Me, the transcendent Brahma, 
which lies beyond the three states of 
wakefulness etc., the Jiva should shake 
off this identification. Thereafter follows the 
mutual divorce of the sense-objects and the 
mind. (28) 


seared ees ATATA 
faen Aifa danaa qa RETAN R N 


Realizing the bondage of the soul, 
occasioned by self-identification with one’s 
psycho-physical organism—to be the source 
of evil in the shape of obscuring one’s 
blissful nature, and feeling disgusted with it, 
one should get established in the fourth 
(transcendent) principle and give up 
identification with the body etc., which is 
responsible for the transmigration of the 
soul and the resultant thought of gratifying 
the self. (29) 
qaam: Gat a Prada gRr: | 
amà TACHA: FAA RT AAM Bo N 

So long as the sense of reality of diverse 
objects does not disappear from the mind of 
man through arguments, the fool continues 
to sleep even though he is awake, just like 
the man who is under the illusion of being 
awake as in a dream. (30) 


AACA SAT TATA Teepe FANT | 
TAA SAAFARAT FST AAG AMT N 3? 1) 
Objective entities like the body, other 
than the Self, having no existence, the 
differences (of Varna, ASrama and so on) 
occasioned by them, the various destinies, 
such as the enjoyments of heaven, to be 
attained by men after death and described 
in the Vedas, and their causes in the shape 
of good and evil actions of various kinds 
are all unreal with the Self as things seen 
by a dreaming man. (31) 


yaana paag RRAN: 1132 1 


He who while waking perceives outside 
himself through all his senses objects having 
properties changing every moment, nay, 
who experiences within his heart in a dream 
things shaped by his Vāsanās or cravings 
and similar to those perceived in the waking 
state and who in deep slumber withdraws 
them all is one and the same, connected as 
he is with all the states by memory as their 
witness and as the controller of the senses. 

(32) 


mR a miari N 33 l 


Pondering thus and arriving at the 
following conclusion about the nature of the 
Self that the three states of the mind, referred 
to heretofore, and traceable to the three 
Gunas or modes of Prakrti, are superimposed 
on Me, appearing as the Jiva, by My deluding 
potency (veiling My true nature), cut at the 
root of egotism, the basis of all doubts (as 
to whether the soul is different from the 
body etc., or one with it, whether it is one Of 
there is a plurality of souls and so on) with 
the sword of wisdom whetted by reasoning; 
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the precepts of saints and the Sruti texts, 
and betake yourselves to Me seated in your 
very heart. (33) 


gaa aii wat fami 


ge faena, 
aadd fafa maT 
maa qorterentepel aka: BX I 
One should look upon this (objective) 
world as an illusion in that it is a creation of 
the mind, open to perception and evanescent 
as a dream and most unsteady like a 
revolving firebrand. Consciousness, though 
one, appears as many through a freak of 
imagination and this threefold division (in 
the shape of the body, the Indriyas and the 
mind), wrought by the projection of the 
three Gunas, or modes of Prakrti, is a mere 
illusory appearance. (34) 


Ath MATA Ma STATA I 34 1 


Therefore, diverting one’s mind from 
the body etc., which are all superimposed 
on the Self, one should remain absorbed 
in the realization of one’s own blissful 
nature. His thirst for enjoyment having 
ceased once for all, he should keep quiet 
and be effortless. Even if this body etc., is 
perceived as a distinct reality at times (while 
taking one’s meals, answering the calls 
of nature and so on), what has been 
dismissed as unreal (other than the Self) 
can no longer delude us, although its 
impression on the mind may continue till 


death. (35) 
ae a aama ar 

fasta agate aser ERAT | 
EGIEEGERGI garage 

aA gant Rapi Aaa: Ut 3G N 


Nay, a man established in the Self no 
longer cognizes even his perishable body, 


by means of which he realized his Self, as 
risen from his seat, or settled again, gone 
out to some other place or come back by 
chance, any more than a man blinded by 
intoxication caused by wine cognizes the 
garment worn by him as still on his person 
or fallen therefrom. (36) 


dsi taag: Ge Ht aa, 
Tan uaga Wat ATE: | 
naimie eana: 


Taret yi A uaga: 1 39 
The body too, including the Indriyas 
and the vital principle, functioning as it does 
under the control of Providence, undoubtedly 
and invariably survives till the Karma, the 
stock of merit and sin, which brought it into 
existence, stands, i.e., has not been reaped. 
He, however, who has climbed up to the 
highest ladder of Yoga (concentration of 
mind) known by the name of Samādhi 
(absorption of mind into the Universal Spirit) 
and realized the truth, does not recapture 
as his own self or its own the body alongwith 
the world (directly connected with it in the 
shape of one’s wife, children, house and 
other material possessions) any more than 
the man who has awoken from sleep does 
in reference to his dream-body. (37) 
Haag at fa Wel LAHET: | 
aia mss ai qargan 32 N 
This is the secret of Sankhya (the branch 
of knowledge which distinguishes Matter 
from Spirit) and Yoga (the system of 
philosophy founded by the sage Patafijali), 
which has been expounded by Me, to you, 
O Brahmana sages ! Know Me to be Yajfia 
(Lord Visnu Himself) arrived here with intent 
to expound (unfold) to you the secret of 
Dharmas, the righteous courses leading to 
Liberation. (38) 


Be ANTS AST UT AT: | 
mani feasts: fora: alder TT 32 1 


| am the supreme goal of Yoga and 


a 
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Sankhya, virtue both in its ideal and practical 
form, glory and prosperity, celebrity and 
self-control, O jewels among the twice-born ! 
(39) 

Ti afa qo: aa Pioi AAAF 
Ged Mea STATES SUT: Ut Yo N 
All virtues like even-mindedness and 
non-attachment, which are not products of 
the three Gunas and therefore eternal, find 
shelter in Me, transcendent and free from 


desire as | am, the beloved friend, nay, the 
very Self of all. (40) 


sta A Aa Ara: MAREA: | 
UAT WAT MANTUA HEAT: We UI 


Having duly worshipped Me with 
supreme devotion, the sages Sanaka and 
his three brothers—who had their doubts 
(as to the way in which the mind could be 
weaned from the objects of sense) thus 
resolved by Me in the form of the divine 
Swan—extolled Me through songs of praise. 

(41) 


ae ofa: meg Heda: ARI: | 
Waa tach I Uva: WAP SA: X21 


Honoured with due ceremony and 
glorified at length by the aforesaid great 
sages, | flew back to My divine realm, 
Brahma, the highest functionary of the 
universe, looking on. (42) 


sta MARAA HERTA IRAE AAAI À AARS EATA: I! 23 I 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIA 


Staal: 


Discourse XIV 
Glory of the Path of Devotion and the Process of Meditation described 


3ga IIA 
aa por Jai gA aeaf: | 
wi Aaram RET N e N 


Uddhava submitted: Exponents of Veda 
speak of many a course of discipline leading 
to final beatitude, O Krsna! Does their 
improtance vary according to the choice of 
the striver or does prominence attach to 
only one of them? (1) 


adaa: i RAAE: | 
Pua uda: di aa aAA: 20 


The discipline of Devotion—by recourse 
to which the mind, having shaken off 
attachment for all others, gets fixed on You— 
has been declared by You as independent of 
other disciplines, my Master! (2) 


MATA TAA 

led AST We avila Aai 
TAS Sat HET ArT Tat AAT Hare: 1 3 Ul 

The glorious Lord replied: In course 
of time this word of Mine, bearing the 
name of Veda, in which stands described 
the course of conduct helping one to fix 
one’s mind on Me, disappeared during 
Pralaya, the period of final dissolution. 
At the beginning of the next creation, 
however, it was delivered by Me to a 


aa Wheat a wart aaa Gaus AT! 
Ta yas ata Teresa: 1% l 


By Brahma, again, it was taught to = 
eldest son, Swayambhuva Manu; and t 
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seven great seers associated with the 
creation of the universe, Bhrgu and others, 
received it from Swayambhuva Manu. (4) 


wa: Apan sae: | 


ammugi adat feat ara: cafe fie i 
From them, the fathers of creation, their 
progeny, the gods, the Danavas and the 
Guhyakas (Yaksas), human beings, Siddhas 
and Gandharvas, including Vidyadharas and 
Caranas as well as men’ of the other Dwipas 
(divisions of the terrestrial globe other than 
JambUdwipa), Kinnaras? Nagas, Raksasas, 
Kirnpurusas*—and others received it. Diverse 
are the natural tendencies of the 
aforementioned, born as they are of varied 
proportions of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas, 
due to which created beings and their 
thoughts too differ; and in conformity with 
their nature indeed diverse interpretations of 
the Vedas flow from the mouths of them all. 
(5—7) 

Ti upaa fread weet For | 
mai he, masra N N 


In this way what with diversity of 
disposition and what with the oral teaching 
imparted from father to son, the minds of 
some men get perverted, while others 
embrace heretic views. (8) 


Teter: qem: = gees 
TH aea yard aA e N 


With their judgment clouded by My 
deluding potency, O jewel among men, 
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people speak of different ways to attain 
blessedness according to their own past 
Karma and taste. (9) 
aa UVa Hit Aes SH VTA 
aA aafia tare artgad MTS I go N 
Some, viz., the advocates of Karma- 
Mimarmsa, declare it to be Dharma, religious 
merit; others (the poets) call it renown; still 
others, such as Vatsyayana name it as 
sexual enjoyment; some, the advocates of 
Yoga, designate it as truthfulness, control of 
the senses and mind-control. Others, such 
as politicians, speak of wealth and power 
as their well-known end and the policies of 
conciliation etc., as the means to that end. 
Advocates of renunciation declare it as 


renunciation, while hedonists call it sensuous 
enjoyment. (10) 
chfag aaa sath aa aT | 
MAT CAT Meat: Spats: | 
gar: IST: PMA: N ge N 
Some call it Yajña, i.e., worship of gods; 
while others speak of it as austerity, liberality, 
sacred vows, observances and the five 
forms of self-abnegation. The rewards of 
these are indeed such as have a beginning 
and an end, fruits as they are of human 
endeavour. They bring sorrow in their train, 
culminate in ignorance, afford trivial delight 


and are attended with grief even while they 
are being enjoyed. (11) 
maama: ma Prge ada: | 
HUSSEN YS AA Het: E RATETA N gR N 
How could that happiness fall to the lot 
of those who have set their mind on sense- 


delights—the happiness which is enjoyed 
with Me as his Self, O noble one, by him 


i i i kin to the gods that when seen they 
1. Being proof against fatigue, sweat and foul smell, they are so a 
Give rise to Seu inthe mind of the looker-on whether they are gods or earthly beings. Hence they are 


referred to in the above verse as— feat’ 


2. The Kinnaras ( fesfeaart 34) are so-called because they partially resemble human beings in their 


form or facial structures. 


3. The Kimpurusas (fèfaa, Yeat 3a) are another class of semi-human beings partly resembling 


human beings and partly apes. 
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who has fixed his mind on Me and expects 
no gratification from any other source? 
(12) 

BHAT TARA IAT AAT: | 
WaT ASAT: Val: Tara fae: V3 Ul 
All the four quarters are full of joy to 
him who has nothing to call his own, has 
fully subdued his senses and mind, nay, 
whose mind is equipoised (free from likes 
and dislikes) and fully gratified with Me. 
(13) 


piue uk] 
maada Ae AATA Y N 


He who has bestowed his mind on Me, 
no more aspires for the position of Brahmā 
(the highest functionary in the administration 
of the universe), much less for the realm of 
the great Indra, the ruler of paradise, still 
less for sovereignty over the entire globe, 
rulers hip of the subterranean worlds or 
mystic powers acquired through the practice 
of Yoga, nor does he seek even final 
beatitude (lit, cessation of rebirth for all 
time to come) divorced from Me. (14) 


a dar À Rama ana gree: | 
AA GHG AT sae A AM AAT Il Ve Ul 


Neither Brahma (My own son) nor Lord 
Siva (who is My own Self) nor again Lord 
Balarama (My own elder brother) nor 
Goddess Sri (My better half) nor My own 
divine personality is so very dear to Me as 
a devotee like you. (15) 


Ada a mi frat ma 
amame Fest AAA RI: 26 N 
| ever dog the footsteps of him who is 
free from all expectation, is given to 
contemplation on Me, composed, free from 
animosity and sees unity everywhere, in 


order that | may be cleansed (absolved 
from the stigma of not being able to repay 


My debt to him) by the dust of his feet that 
is sure to fall on My person in that case. 


(16) 

T : 

prar ngA Saeni aa AET: | 

arate A ad 
ated 4 fag: FA FAN gon 
Others cannot realize My all-blissful 
character which is apprehended by those 
exalted souls who have nothing to call their 
own, whose mind is devoted to Me, who 
have subdued their passions and are fond 
of all living beings and whose understanding 
is unclouded by desires; for, this character 
of Mine can be known only by those who 
are free from wants. (17) 


aasi wget farda: | 
Wa: Ware vere ferred i 2 N 


Though attracted by objects of senses, 
My devotee, who has not yet been able to 
conquer his senses, is not generally 
overpowered by such objects, thanks to his 
powerful devotion to Me. (18) 


amfa: Paras: HUA AEA | 
am Aga Rne gai Hee: 1 LF Ul 


Even as fire which has fully burst into 
flames reduces a pile of firewood to ashes, 
so does devotion directed towards Me 
(whatever its origin) burns one’s sins in 
toto, O Uddhava ! (19) 


qma At Sri AT ae ert THAI 
ATTRITION SPATE STAT It Zo N 
Neither Yoga nor Sankhya nor 
righteousness nor study of the Vedas, Or 
Japa of the Divine Name, austerity Or 
renunciation captivates Me so thoroughly 
as does intense Devotion. (20) 
MATA Me: AAS SAT THA: AAA | 
utes: Tanta After yaaran EAA 3? l 


|, the beloved Self of the righteous: 
can be captured (only) through exclusive 
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Devotion coupled with reverence. Devotion 
concentrated on Me absolves even the 
pariahs (who cook and eat the flesh of 
dogs) from the stigma attaching to their 
birth. (21) 


ad: Ural fen ar arenfaar | 
ARATUTATA F TH WAT FE N 22 1 


Piety accompanied by veracity and 
compassion or even learning coupled with 
askesis indeed does not thoroughly and 


once for all cleanse a mind destitute of 
Devotion. (22) 


wa fart ted saat Saat fear 
Pers HTT YEAS Ma AASS TA: 1-23 N 


How can Devotion be known except 
through the hair standing on end or through 
one’s heart melting or through tears of joy 
trickling down one’s cheeks and how can 
one’s mind be purified except through 
Devotion? (23) 


aM Teter xad sea fad 
wania gata aerea 
fara amA A a 
uenga yai Gatun esi 
A man full of devotion to Me—who 
speaks in a voice choked with emotion, 
whose heart melts through affection, who 
weeps incessantly at the thought of his 
separation from Me and sometimes laughs 
when reminded of the inwardness of My 
pastimes, nay, who sings unabashed at the 
top of his voice and dances out of joy— 
purifies the whole world. (24) 


anim at ni saf 
ai ya: wad a BIA! 
aam a payi faga 
Tehran aAA APT RA N 
Even as gold sheds its dross and 
regains its purity only when heated in fire, 


So does the soul shake off the seeds of 
Karma through the discipline of Devotion 


and forthwith attains oneness with Me.(25) 


WREM 

The more one’s mind gets purified by 
listening to and recounting My auspicious 
stories, the better able is the Jiva to discern 
the subtle reality of the Self, even as the 
eye is better able to perceive a minute 
object, the clearer it becomes when treated 
with a ‘medicated’ pigment. (26) 


fara emaa e fare farà | 
Weve waa ARTA N rou 


The mind of a man dwelling on the 
objects of sense gets attached to them. 
Even so, the mind of one engaged in 
contemplating on Me gets absorbed in Me 
alone. (27) 


Tevet FMT STN | 
Rarna Teer TAT Ta TTA Re N 


Therefore, giving up the thought of the 
unreal and worthless objects of the world 
as things seen in a dream or fancied, 
concentrate your mind—purified through 


devotion to Me—on Me alone. (28) 
Pato Patra ii TAT STA STATA | 
aa fafa WRN 


Abandoning surely the company of 
women exciting passion as well as of men 
delighting in the company of such women, 
and having conquered one’s mind, one 
should sit down in a secure and lonely 
place and unweariedly think of Me. (29) 
AAMT NAT ACM TATA ATA: | 
STS TAT GAT Ae AHPTEATA: N Bo 

In the case of such a man no such 
affliction and no such bondage results from 
attachment to others as does from the 


company of women as well as of men 
delighting in the company of women. (30) 


ee —“‘“(Ci(‘(‘itiwsts 
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SEI TAT 

mom aAA ATG A TATA | 
ara art a APA BLU 

Uddhava submitted: Now be pleased 
to tell Me, O Lord with lotus-like eyes, the 
process of meditation indicated in the 
foregoing verses—as to how, in what form 
and as to what a seeker of Liberation should 
contemplate on You. (31) 


MIMTATAT 

A STS SGA: UARA AMSA | 
PAAR BTM TATA AT: | 32 N 

me AAi pRa: | 
wA maA ANARA: 33N 
The glorious Lord replied: Seated on 
a seat of moderate height, neither very high 
nor very low, with his body erect in a 
comfortable posture placing both his hands 
with palm upwards on his lap and steadying 
his gaze on the tip of his nose, and having 
fully controlled his senses, one should cleanse 
the passages of the life-breath by the three 
processes of breath-control, viz., Pūraka (slow 
inhalation) Kumbhaka (retention of breath) 
and Recaka (slow exhalation) and should 
slowly practise this course in the reverse order, 
i.e., by doing Recaka first, Kumbhaka next 
and Pūraka last of all, too. (32-33) 

zaafa ae aota 
Wore ana UA: HAAA ELI 3Y N 
Manifesting in mind through the 
instrumentality of the life-breath the sound 
of Pranava, the sacred syllable OM, as 
extending uninterruptedly, fine as a fibre of 
the lotus stalk, from the Muladhara located 
near the anus up to the crown of the head, 
one should then follow it with a sharp nasal 
sound continuous as the ringing of a bell. (34) 

Wa wadgh wa wae 
apaan mea Farah: N 34 UN 
In this way he should exercise his breath, 
joining it with Pranava, thrice a day, ten 


times each; within a month he will have 
attained control over his breath. (35) 


afer Bite WA AAA ATTACH 3 N 


Visualizing the heart—existing within the 
body in the shape of a lotus bud turned 
upside down with its stalk upwards like the 
flower of a plantain—in an inverted position 
with eight open petals and pericarp turned 
upwards, he should picture to his mind in 
succession the sun, the moon and fire as 
existing in the form of circles on the pericarp; 
in the centre of fire he should mentally 
behold My form as depicted hereafter, so 
happy to contemplate upon. (36-37) 
mi wie ae Aeg 
yegani gr ARTAN 3 N 

He should conceive It as symmetrical, 
gracious, having a charming countenance, 
with four long beautiful arms, a most shapely 
and graceful neck, lovely cheeks and bright 
smiles; (38) 
Haap AAAA, | 
mat ma siaa sATA 38 I 

with brilliant alligator-shaped ear-rings 
adorning well-matched ears, clad in golden 
raiment, dark-brown as a cloud, bearing on 
the right and left side, respectively, of the 
chest the marks of Srivatsa, a white curl of 
hair, and Sri, a golden streak; (39) 


REC UMAR CRITE IE § 
Wiaan aea i 
i l 


PUE SIGE TE IGE ELMGIE GE 
aangat wi WATARA 
Gearhead, Paty Wat gA X? I 
decked with a conch, discus, mace and 
lotus and a wreath of sylvan flowers, feet 
shining with anklets, nay, distinguished ÞY 
the effulgence of the Kaustubha gem, graced 
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all over with a glorious diadem, wristlets, 
girdle and armlets; charming of every limb, 
pleasing to the heart, with a countenance 
and eyes enlivened with grace and very 
soft to the touch. And he should concentrate 
the mind on each limb individually as well. 
(40-41) 
SPRATOT RATAN AAAS SHE AAT: | 
Seoul mA ee: Worse Aaa: tt 42 1 


Withdrawing the senses from their objects 
with the help of the mind, and weaning the 
said mind too from all other objects with the 
help of the intellect, the driver of the chariot 
of the body, a wise man should focus it on 
Me. (42) 
ad Ades ap ARa MTA | 
AP Reda Ya: Aft MSTA %3 A 

Gathering that mind which takes in the 
entire personality of the Lord, he should 
learn to concentrate it on one limb alone. 
He should no more think of other limbs 
and should fix his thought exclusively on 


the Lord’s face wearing a winsome smile. 
(43) 


aa ced fares AA aa | 
Ted aa Hater a hfaa Ferra Mt 8% N 


Diverting the mind once it has gained its 
firm hold on My countenance, he should fix 
it on My all-pervading Self, (the substratum 
of all and unattached to all like the sky); 
and, transcending that too, and becoming 
one with Me, the Absolute, should cease to 
think of anything else, not even of the 
distinction between the subject and the object. 

E (44) 
w amaaa | 
Rae na nae ARA TAM We N 

With his intellect thus established in 
Me, he sees Me in himself and himself 
actually merged in Me, the Universal Soul, 
like an individual light in the element of fire. 

(45) 
care gA Sarat ATT AA: | 
Parag Aaoi xara: 1 YE I 

The misconception regarding Matter in 
the form of the body etc., being his own 
self, knowledge in the form of ascribing 
knowership to the Self and action in the 
form of attributing activity to the Self, will 
soon disappear from the mind of the striver 
who concentrates his mind through most 
intense meditation as aforesaid. (46) 


std MAEA FETT IRAE AeA) ATES EATA: Il 2 Il 


Thus ends the fourteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
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AA UAIS NTA: 
Discourse XV 


Names and Characteristics of the various Siddhis 
(mystic powers) acquired through Yoga 


FIRUGIR GIE 
Raie oer Ragat ar: | 
aa maada sufota faa: ue 


The glorious Lord began again: 
Siddhis, mystic powers of various kinds, 
wait upon the Yogi of steady mind who has 
subdued his senses and controlled his breath 
(according to the procedure detailed in verses 
32 to 35 of the foregoing discourse) and 
concentrates his mind on Me. (1) 


SEF SIT 
HAT MOTT aa Heiftad ae | 
cal ar gat oe ath Rad AAPL 2 
Uddhava submitted: Kindly tell through 
what mode of concentration which and what 
kind of Siddhi can be acquired and how 
many Siddhis in all are there, since You are 


the Bestower of such Siddhis on the Yogis, 
O immortal Lord! (2) 


MATA TAA 

Rgds vient TATTA: | 
mme maa Aa RTA: UN 3 It 

The glorious Lord replied: Eighteen in 
all are the Siddhis as well as the modes of 
concentration leading to them, taught by 
those that have attained perfection in Yoga 
(the minor ones, such as insight into the 
past, present and future, being easily 
attainable by others too). Of the former, 
eight abide chiefly in Me (and in a lesser 
degree in those that have attained similarity 
of form with Me), the other ten being 
attainable through mere development of 
Sattvaguna. (3) 


1-Anima (reducing one’s body to the 
size of an atom), 2-Mahima (magnifying it to 
a gigantic size) and 3-Laghima (extreme 
lightness of body)—these three pertain to 
the body; 4-Prapti consists in establishing 
contact with the senses of the entire creation 
in form of the deities presiding over those 
senses. 5-Prakamya means the capacity to 
enjoy pleasures heard of (through the 
scriptures as enjoyable in the other world 
alone) and capable of being seen (though 
enjoyed only in the subterranean regions); 
while 6-Isita consists in the capacity to 
impel Maya and other subordinate potencies 
to function according to one’s will. (4) 


Treat ay aeaa | 
Wat À Riga: Ses arera ART HAT: N & N 


7-Vaśitā means absence of attachment 
to the pleasures of sense; while the eighth 
Siddhi is Kāmāvasāyitā, according to which 
one is able to enjoy in the highest measure 
whatever pleasure one seeks to enjoy. 
These eight Siddhis, O gentle one, are 
considered as natural to Me and 
unsurpassed. (5) 


The other ten Siddhis are: 1-absence of 
hunger and thirst, old age etc., in this very 
body; 2 & 3-the capacity to see and hear 
from an unusual distance; 4-locomotion ata 
speed which can be increased according t0 
one’s will; 5-taking any form at will 
6-leaving one’s own body and entering any 
other untenanted body; 7-giving uP the 
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ghost at will; 8-participation in the Pastimes 
of gods (with the Apsaras or celestial 
nymphs); 9-attainment of one’s desi 
and 10-exercising authorit 
everywhere. 


red ends; 
y unobstructed 


(6-7) 


Parte \ 
areas wth sms: i 1 
The minor Siddhis (hinted 
above) are: to know things relating to the 
past, present and future; to remain unaffected 
by pairs of opposites, like heat and cold, joy 
and sorrow, likes and dislikes, etc., to read 
others’ mind etc., to neutralize the power of 
fire, the sun, water and poison etc., and to 


suffer no defeat at the hands of anyone, 
whatsoever. (8) 


UA: WAT arrearage: | 
FAT TROT AT ATS AAMT ST AMSTEL | gu 

These are the Siddhis following from 
Yogic concentration, typically mentioned 
by Me. Now hear from Me what Siddhi 
can be acquired through which mode of 
concentration and how. (9) 
Wyeast at at aaa: | 
STATA TTI TN go n 

He who focusses his mind, identified with 
the subtle elements, on Me as ensouling the 
Subtle elements and worships Me in that 
form alone acquires My power of assuming 
an atomic size (and thereby attaining the 
Capacity to enter even a slab of stone). (10) 


maaa ut garded wat ser 
YAMA A TER TAH N gR N 


Even so, concentrating his mind, 
identified with Mahat-tattva, the principle of 
cosmic intelligence, on Me, the Supreme 
€nsouling the said Mahat-tattva, he acquires 
the capacity to assume any magnitude 
Sought for by him; and, focussing his 
mind on Me as ensouling any of the five 
gross elements individually, he attains the 


at in verse 3 


magnitude (all-pervasive character) of that 
particular element. (11) 
Tear fart yai ata wa! 
HUT ATA A ARATATA g? 
Similarly, concentrating his mind on Me 
as ensouling the atoms of the four elements 
(other than ether), a Yogi attains extreme 
lightness of body, viz., the capacity to become 
as subtle as the subtlest division of time. 
(12) 
URAL AAAS Ht ARA Saa | 
aAa wnt OTe AT: 1183.1 
Likewise, focussing his entire mind on 
Me as ensouling the cosmic Ego, born of 
Sattvaguna, the Yogi who has given his 
mind to Me attains the Siddhi of Prapti in 
the shape of control over the senses of all. 


(13) 

Tear a: Eat ART HAER | 
Wears Untied À eases: N gxn 
He who concentrates his mind on Me 
as ensouling the Sūtra, the active aspect of 
Mahat-tattva attains the Siddhi known as 
Prākāmya (easy access to all sorts of 
enjoyments of one’s seeking), the highest 
Siddhi possessed by Me as presiding over 
the Sutra, which is born of the Unmanifest. 


(14) 
fount eia fart eda aR 
a girona AIAT N te N 


He who focusses his mind on Me as 
the all-pervading Witness, the Ruler of Māyā, 
consisting of the three Gunas, attains the 
Siddhi known as Īśitva, viz., control over all 
bodies and conscious selves. (15) 


mA aA wares | 
TT rea ant gat aT gS u 
The Yogi who concentrates his mind on 


Me as Lord Narayana, spoken of as the 
fourth or transcendent principle* (existing 


* The scripture defines the Turiya or fourth principle as below : 


fare feoamig amoi deer: | Geren afari gii wars fag: u 
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beyond the three states of 1. Virat or the 
Cosmic Person, presiding over the physical 
plane, 2. Hiranyagarbha, presiding over the 
astral plane, and 3. the Causal Principle, 
presiding over the causal plane) and called 
by the name of Bhagavan, embodying in 
Himself the six divine properties of universal 
dominion, righteousness, glory, prosperity, 
wisdom and dispassion each in its entirety, 
acquires My virtues and attains the Siddhi 
or Vasita, non-attachment to all material 
objects. (16) 


Frit aar ata ara fate TA: | 
Tana AT aesa ul ev N 


Focussing his pure mind cleansed 
through Pranayama etc., on Me as the 
transcendent Brahma, one attains supreme 
bliss, which is only another name for the 
Siddhi called Kamavasayita, in which all 
desire ceases for good. (17) 


vaagiaadt fat wee tae ae 
aaga ofa gin A uel 


Concentrating his mind on Me as Lord 
Aniruddha (the Lord of Swetadwipa), who is 
absolutely pure, untainted by the three 
Gunas, and the embodiment of, or Propeller 
of virtue, man attains absolute purity in the 
form of no longer being subject to the three 
Gunas or modes of Prakrti and is rid of 
the six waves or changes, viz., hunger and 
thirst, old age and death, grief and infatuation. 

(18) 
TATRA WOT ATA STE | 
TAIT YAM SAT ATA: UTTETAT N 2 N 

Mentally perceiving the unexpressed 
sound in Me as conceived in the form of the 
cosmic breath, taintless and all pervading 
like the sky, the said Jiva is able to hear 
from a distance the diverse sounds of living 
beings manifested therein. (19) 


aaah dare aena afi 
Ot aa eT Carer faye UVa PEASE N Ro N 


Uniting the eye with the sun and the sun 
too with the eye, and contemplating on Me 
in the aforesaid mutual union of the two, 
man is gifted with a penetrating vision and 
is consequently able to perceive the whole 
universe. (20) 
wat nA Gears ee aay aT 
AGUA AAT TA À HA: NI 

By virtue of the concentration of mind, 
practised after uniting with Me the mind and 
thereafter the body too alongwith the breath, 
accompanying the body, one attains the 
Siddhi called Manojava, as a result of which 
the body surely finds itself wherever the 
mind goes. (21) 


Fel WA SOTA Ae AE wT AYU | 
Ade Aei MAANA: N R? Ul 
The Yogi gets converted into the very 
form, sought for by his mind, that he would 
assume making the mind his material for 
that form, the force of concentration of the 
mind on Me, whose potency is inconceivable 
and who appear in numerous forms, being 
the ground of all Siddhis. (22) 
qati fay fag seat aa aAA 
foira aam aa: sega R3 I 
Seeking to enter another soulless body, 
the Yogi who has controlled his breath as 
well as his Indriyas and mind should conceive 
himself as present in that body. As a result 
of such contemplation, his vital air, the chief 
constituent of his astral body, which makes 
for his Jivahood, leaves his own body and 
becoming one with the cosmic air, enters 
alongwith it the other through its nostrils as 
a black bee passes from one flower to 
another. (23) 


uraatssulsa ye Wai gg RTRA | 
TAT TATA TAT AeA SAT Ve I 


Having blocked his rectum with his heel 
and pushed up the vital air successfully tO 
his heart, chest, throat and crown of head, 
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and mentally forcing it upwards 
the aperture known as Brahmara 
Brahma or any other destination 
be reached by him, the Yogi sh 
the body whenever he likes. 


fair Tenis AR ars Farag | 
iania maai: WRT: 1 3u N 


Seeking to sport in the Sport ground of 
the gods in heaven, one should 


on Sattva, unmixed with Rajas 
and constituting My personali 
to this contemplation, Aps 
damsels), representing so many rays of 
Sattva, wait on him with aerial cars ready to 
take him bodily to heaven. (25) 


A HRA FM TT ER: YA 
Wa Bed Ua iien aa TÀ N Rau 

Devoted to Me and focussing his mind 
on Me, true of resolve, as | am, man duly 
attains that very object which he seeks with 


his intellect whenever and in what 
he wants it. 


À à wean Sid; THRI 
Qala AA AT AAT AN ATH 0 1 


The command of a man who has 
acquired My disposition is not flouted 
anywhere any more than Mine, the Ruler of 
all and absolutely self-dependent as | am. 


(27) 


through 
ndhra to 
Sought to 
ould shed 
(24) 


contemplate 
and Tamas, 
ty. As a sequel 
aras (celestial 


ever way 
(26) 


TEA GATT AA emo eae: | 
Te Fert aiaga R 1 


Direct knowledge of the past, present 
and future, coupled with that of birth and 
death etc., as well as of others’ mind etc., 
comes to that Yogi whose mind has been 
Purified through devotion to Me and who 
knows how to concentrate his mind on Me, 
the Knower of the past, present and ets 
water wa war ag: | 
MaMa AAAS AAN N Re Ul 


Seasoned by Yoga, in the form of 


concentration on My Personality, which is 
incapable of being damaged even slightly 
by fire etc., the body of a sage whose mind 
has found its repose in concentration on 
Me, cannot likewise be damaged by fire and 
other elements, which cannot harm him any 


more than water can prove harmful to aquatic 
creatures, (29) 


nR siaaa: | 
SNE: a ATE: I 3o N 
Contemplating on My glorious 
manifestations (Avatāras) graced with the 
marks of Śrīvatsa, etc., and decked with 
My weapons, viz., conch, mace, cakra, etc., 
and distinguished by an ensign, umbrella 


and chowrie etc., the aforesaid sage turns 
out to be invincible. (30) 


STAR A An AA: | 
fase: ade safest: 32 N 


The aforesaid Siddhis in their entirety 


wait upon the sage who worships Me through 
Yogic concentration as detailed in the 
foregoing verses. (31) 


faire artes RATT A: | 
HARUT IAA: Tal ARa: Pacts 32 
What is that, i.e., there is no Siddhi 
which is very difficult to attain for the sage 
who, having conquered his senses, tamed 
his mind, and controlled his breath and 
body, practises concentration on Me? (32) 
SENT Gea Usa SRT | 
WaT ASAT RANTRE: 1133 N 
The wise, however, speak of these as 
obstacles in the path of the man who is 
practising the highest form of Yoga, such 
as Jhanayoga or Bhaktiyoga, in that they 


cause delay in his getting united with Me 
(his true goal). (33) 


waerarsatadite free: 
AAA at: Wat ATA TAT 3% 1 


One attains here through concentration, 
as aforesaid on Me, all those Siddhis that 
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follow from birth, the use of drugs, austerity 
and the utterance of spells.* One cannot, 
however, obtain the supreme reward in the 
shape of residence in the divine realm of 
the Lord etc., of Yoga (concentration on 
Me) by recourse to other means. (34) 


watarata fragt eq: alate Wey: | 

HE ATT AST TAT TATA Ut 34 UI 
| am the Source (Bestower), | am the 

Custodian and Controller of all Siddhis, 


as well as of Yoga, i.e., union with God in 
the shape of final beatitude, Sankhya, 


Knowledge leading to such union, Dharma, 
piety as taught by the exponents of Veda, 
nay, of the teachers of Veda themselves. 
(35) 

HRATAISSAMT AM SAGA: HAET | 
AAM qafa yag afe: Tas AAN 3S I 
I am the Self of all embodied souls, 
being their Inner Controller as well as 
enclosing them from without, though 
unenclosed Myself, even as the gross 
elements both permeate and enclose the 
bodies of living beings. (36) 


sft MAET FETT MAÈ GRIENE TANS ATA: I 84 II 


Thus ends the fifteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhāgavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STA AESAAT: 


Discourse XVI 
Glorious manifestations of the Lord enumerated 


SEI SAT 

a Fa WA Waleed! 
yä wart arora: tt 8 N 

Uddhava submitted: You are actually 
the supreme Brahma, having no beginning 
or end, and unobscured by Maya. You are 
responsible for the protection, subsistence, 
destruction and birth of all existences. (1) 


samd YE gepaai: | 
SAAT Al WTS ATTA: ARTOTT: UU 
The knowers of the real import of the 
Vedas alone worship You, O Lord, in Your 
reality as abiding in all created beings, 
high and low as their Cause, though You 
cannot be easily known (perceived) by 
those that have not been able to purify their 
mind. (2) 


ag aga way vat ait wad: | 
smm: Woerd Hafa ae aA A 3 Ul 
Therefore, pray, point out to me those 
particular entities by contemplating through 
which with devotion men of supreme wisdom 
are able to attain highest perfection in 


the form of true devotion or saving wisdom. 
(3) 


prai yarn Yar TAT 
Feat Uva eta aged AA a X N 
The Inner Controller of beings, You 
remain hidden from their view. O Life-giver 
of all created beings! Deluded by You, 
living beings are unable to perceive You, 
even though You behold them all. (4) 


* Cf. the following aphorism from the Yoga-Sitras of Patañjali: 


: faa: 
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mA at Aag y 
Mention to me all those powerful 
manifestations of Yours, invested by You 
with Your own divine glory, that may be 
existing on earth, in the quarters, in heaven 
or in the subterranean region, O Lord of 
infinite prowess! | bow to Your lotus-feet, 
which are the abode of all sanctuaries. (5) 
MATT 

vàt ye: ws weafact ari 
qa feet woe ag 
The glorious Lord replied: In a like 
manner, | was put this very question by 
Arjuna while just going to fight with his 
enemies at the battle-field of Kuruksetra, O 
chief of those possessing insight into the 
meaning of questions! (6) 

aa miai weet MARTRA 
ad Aad ga asa Anh: oN 
Feeling like the common man that “I am 
the slayer and the other one is slain by 
me”, and believing that slaying one’s kinsfolk 
for the sake of kingdom is reproachful and 
unrighteous, he wavered from that act in the 
beginning. (7) 


a aa yenar qr À ANTA: | 
amaa WS gat wat Tor N N 


Disillusioned by My reasoning, that tiger 
among men then questioned Me at the van 
of fight in the same way as you have done. 


(8) 

RETA yA AR: | 
He Tater sah aut feercegq gare: UF N 
| am the Self, the Befriender and the 
Ruler of all these created beings, O Uddhava! 
in fact, | am in the form of all the beings 
and objects as well as responsible for their 
birth, life and death. (9) 


a nRa caret: KAEN, 
Pri me are aforaiteafraat TO: N go N 


| am the motion of the mobile and Kāla 
(the Time-Spirit) among those that bring 
others under their control. | am the state of 
equilibrium in the shape of Prakrti of the 
three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and the 
property natural to a thing with attributes. 
(10) 
afore qi Hed A Were 
Benoa Stat sass AA: N gR N 
| am the Sutra (the active aspect of 
Mahat-tattva, the very first evolute of Prakrti) 
among the products constituted of the three 
Gunas; nay, | am Mahat-tattva, the principle 
of cosmic intelligence, among big things. Of 
subtle principles | am the Jiva, the embodied 
soul; and of those that are difficult to conquer, 
| am the mind. (11) 
fervent Aa aaron wore | 
ATOMS Waa TATA gR N 
Of the Vedas | am their teacher, Brahma, 
who taught them for the first time to his 
mind-born sons; of Mantras (sacred texts), 
| am Pranava, the sacred syllable OM, 
consisting of three letters, A,U,M. Of the 
letter-sounds | am the sound represented 
by the letter ʻa’ (A); of metres | am the 
metre Gayatri (consisting of three feet).(12) 
JA dear agama gaT | 
aea aa saoi aAa: N g3 N 
Of all the gods | am Indra, their chief; of 
the eight Vasus (a particular class of gods) 
| am the god of fire, who carries oblations to 
the gods. Of the twelve sons of Aditi, | am 
Visnu, known by the name of Upendra, the 
youngest, who appeared in the court of the 
demon king Bali as a dwarf and robbed him 
of his dominion extending over the three 
worlds; of the eleven Rudras, | am Nila- 
Lohita, Lord Siva. (13) 
wero ps woh a: | 
gavin mA aata ay ex 
Of the nine Brahmana sages, born of 
Brahma’s mind, | am Bhrgu, the foremost of 
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them; of the royal sages, | am Swayambhuva 
Manu. Of the celestial sages | am Narada; 
of cows | am Kamadhenu (lit., the storehouse 
of milk and its products used as oblations 
for the gods). (14) 
Rara afte: guts TaT | 
wai gA agoen N eh N 
Of the lords of Siddhas, | am Lord 
Kapila; of birds, | am Garuda, the king of 
birds, the carrier of Lord Visnu. Of Prajapatis, 
the gods presiding over creation, | am Daksa, 
the foremost of them; of the manes, | am 
Aryama, their head. (15) 
Ti Aega CaM ERITA 
Ai age eet AARAA gA Ul 
Of Daityas, the sons of Diti, know Me to 
be Prahrāda, the ruler of the demons. Of 
the stars and annual plants know Me to be 
their ruler, the moon-god; of Yaksas and 
Raksasas know Me to be their chief, Kubera, 
the lord of treasures, O Uddhava! (16) 
trad ma aaa Aout WA! 
adat gaai gA AEA a UTA RO N 
Of the lords of elephants know Me to 
be Airāvata, the carrier of Indra; of aquatic 
creatures know Me to be their lord, Varuna, 
the god presiding over the waters. Of those 
emitting heat and light know Me to be the 
sun; and know Me to be the king among 
men. (17) 
Foe: ragio STATA Sara | 
aa: Hamat are Aaa aR: N Ve N 
| am Uccaihsrava among horses; of 
metals, | am gold. Of those that punish, | am 
Yama, the god of retribution; and of serpents, 
| am Vasuki, the chief of serpents. (18) 
mamah Ws: jfr 
anamo Tat aoi WAASTEN gR N 
Of the rulers of snakes, | am Lord 


Ananta (the serpent-god); of all animals 
having horns or large teeth, | am the lion, 


the king of beasts. Of the four stages of life, 
| am Sarmnyasa, the fourth and the last: of 
the four grades of society, | am the very 
first, viz., the Brahmana class, O sinless 
Uddhava ! (19) 
data carat WT TAR: Ara | 
amami ee FATE AAAI Ro N 
Of all holy streams, | am the holy Ganga; 
while of all stationary waters, | am the 
ocean. Of weapons, | am the bow; of the 
wielders of bow, | am Lord Siva, the 
Destroyer of the three cities. (20) 
Roam Fetter fear: | 
arava «steele Aa: 1 22 N 
| am Mount Meru (the abode of Brahma) 
among all abodes; of all spots difficult of 
access | am the Himalaya. Of trees, | am 
the Aswattha (the holy fig-tree); of annual 
plants, | am barley. (21) 
Gera aast aferet genfa: | 
Trast PANAMA TATA: N R? N 
Of family priests, | am the sage Vasistha 
(the priest of the ancient solar dynasty of 
kings); of those devoted to the spirit of 
the Vedas, | am the sage Brhaspati, the 
preceptor of the gods. Of all leaders of 
armies, | am Skanda, the generalissimo of 
the gods; of those that lead men on the right 
path, | am the glorious Brahma, the birthless 
one. (22) 
Tart Tease AATA 
aaan YATES VPA: Mt 23 Ul 
Of all sacrificial performances, | am 
Brahmayajfia (the daily recitation of the 
Vedas); of all sacred vows, | am the vow of 
harmlessness. Of purifying agencies, aga! 
| am the purifying agency par excellence, in 
the shape of the air, fire, the sun, water and 
the word of a Brahmana, who is the only 
man qualified to judge and pronounce the 
purity or otherwise of a substance oF living 
being. (23) 


ee OS ee ae 
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Aei Heat shar ana 
aAA ater ana: SEPTATE 3% Ut 


Of all the limbs of Yoga (self-discipline), 
| am Samadhi, i.e., total absorption of the 
mind into the Spirit; | am political wisdom in 
those that seek victory. Of all scientific 
courses of correct understanding, | am the 
science by which the distinction between 
Matter and Spirit is known; | am the unending 
doubt of those debating on the theory of 
perception. (24) 
siori FATT Gat Far a: | 
ARTA FAT E PART SAAMI tt 1 

Of the fair sex, | am Satarupa, the 
wife of Swayambhuva Manu and the first 
female offspring of Brahma; of men, | am 
Swayambhuva Manu, the first human 
male creation of Brahma. Of ascetics, | am 


the sage Narayana; and of celibates, 
Sanatkumara. (25) 


antoa aaa: Amoma: l 
Tami gi a AEN 26 1 
Of all virtues, I am the vow of causing no 
fear to anyone; of all factors conducive to 
fearlessness, | am thought withdrawn from 
without and directed towards one’s own self. 
Of all means of maintaining secrecy, | am 
discreet speech and silence (both of which 
help aman to conceal what exists in his mind); 
of pairs, again, I am Brahma, the birthless one, 
who assumed two forms, the first part 
becoming a man and the other a woman.’ (26) 
asea neer | 
mami migis maamo anaa R9 


Of those that ever keep awake (without 
even winking), | am the ever-revolving wheel 
of time (represented by a twelve-month); of 
the six seasons constituting a year, | am 
the two months of Caitra and Vaiśākha, 
constituting the vernal season. Of the twelve 
months of a year, | am the month of 
Margasirsa; and of the twenty-seven lunar 
mansions, | am Abhijit?. (27) 
Re Gt a Ha efron Sacitstaa: | 
SORTS aa ata HT STATA Ut Re N 

Of the four Yugas or aeons, | am the 
Krta, Satyayuga, and of the self-controlled, | 
am the sages, Asita and Devala. Of the 
compillers and arrangers of the Vedas, | am 
the sage, Krsna Dwaipayana; of more of 
wisdom, | am the self-possessed Sukracarya, 
the preceptor of the demon kings. (28) 
area waa at a UTA | 
figei ear faerenoti Ya: UAV 

Of divine personages?, | am Lord 
Vasudeva (the first and foremost of the four 
Vyūhas or manifestations of the Godhead, 
the Deity presiding over the intellect or 
Citta); and of the votaries of the Lord, | am 
you, Uddhava. Of Kimpurusas (a species 
of semi-divine beings resembling a monkey 
in shape), | am Hanuman (the monkey- 


god); of Vidyadharas (heavenly artistes), | 
am Sudargana 4. (29) 


THT TART SPE TTT: FASTA | 

Suis aad Temi Baa 30 N 
Of precious stones, | am the ruby; of 

lovely objects, | am a lotus bud. Of the 


1. Vide III. xii. 52-53. The Sruti says: aaf % at Ua ana waif 
2. Abhijit represents the last quarter of the asterism Uttarasadha and one-fifteenth of the constellation 


affstart aaa RTTA EANTA: | 
3. A Bhagavān or divine personage is defined as below: 
sara wert Sa aa RA | Aa farea aa set raaf n 
“He (alone) should be recognized as a divine being, who possesses knowledge relating to the 
“reation and destruction of life, the life and death of individual beings and of knowledge and nescience.” 
4. A reference to this Sudarśana has already been made in X. xxxiv. 12—18. 


Sravana. Says the Śruti: 
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many varieties of Darbha grass, such as 
Kuga and Darva, | am the variety known by 
the name of Kuga; of offerings thrown into 
the sacred fire, | am cow’s ghee. (30) 


Saas Maat: fatal Beak: | 
Riana fat aqont Ara Aaa ASL 3? I 


Of those engaged in any business and 
seeking to earn wealth, | am the wealth; in 
those engaged in practising trickery, | am 
gambling. | am the endurance in those 
practising endurance; | am the courage of 
the courageous. (31) 


ae: Bal seat Hate fang array 
mea aag TN 3RN 


| am the organic strength as well as the 
strength of mind of the strong; and know 
that | am the action (done by way of an 
offering to Me) of the devotees of the 
Lord. Of the nine forms, viz., Vasudeva, 
Sankarsana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, 
Narayana, Hayagrīva, Varaha, Nrsimha, and 
Vamana, worshipped by the Satvatas 
(followers of the Paficaratra Agama) | am 
the first and the highest of them, viz., 
Vasudeva. (32) 
Aag: ddfafrteratcaramet| 
yer We mea Yas 3B Ul 

| am Visvavasu of the Gandharvas, 
celestial songsters and Purvacitti of the 
Apsaras, celestial nymphs. | am the firmness 
of mountains and the pure odour 
(characteristic) of the earth. (33) 
ani Taya wedi faae: | 
WA FAA yrs AHA: W: N 3% 

| am the sweet taste (characteristic) of 
water; of the most glorious, | am (the god 
of) fire. | am the brilliant light in the sun, the 
moon and the stars; | am sound, the 
distinguishing property of ether. (34) 


manami aR AoE: | 
wart Ranae à WAAERN: 1 34 1) 
| am Bali among those devoted to the 
Brāhmanas; of the valiant, | am Arjuna. | 
am the genesis, existence and final 
dissolution of created beings. (35) 


TRY TAT AAT | 
smrateyraaos «Mata 3S 1 
| am the functions of locomotion, speech, 
defecation, grasping and enjoyment of the 
organs of action and touching, seeing, tasting, 
hearing and smelling of the senses of 
perception, as well as the faculty of perceiving 
the sense-objects inhering in all the senses 
of perception. (36) 


yrei aregrentet sirat ARRE Aer 
faan: yetsa TH: Ura TA: WAI 319 N 
| am (the seven categories which are 
both of the nature of cause and effect, viz., 
the subtle elements of) earth, the air, ether, 
water, fire, the cosmic Ego and Mahat- 
tattva, the principle of cosmic intelligence; 
sixteen categories which are modifications 
alone, viz., the five gross elements and the 
eleven Indriyas, the soul, which is neither a 
cause nor an effect, the Unmanifest primordial 
Matter*, which is a cause alone, the three 
modes of Prakrti, viz., Rajas, Sattva and 
Tamas as well as Brahma, the Absolute. 
(37) 
setae AA mafaa: | 
maga iA qe afer fet 
yatei aera rat aa gata | 3? l 
Nay, | am the numbering of these 
categories, their distinguishing knowledge 
by means of their characteristics and the 
resultant realization of Truth. Nothing exists 


anywhere apart from Me, who am God aS 
well as Jiva, the individual soul, the three 


* Cf. Sankhya-Karika of ISwara Krsna, which says: 


qupa pR: upapa: wai Weer frat 3 upia: gee: 1 
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Gunas, modes of Prakrti, as well as the 
categories made up of the three Gunas, 
viz., the Mahat-tattva and so on, nay, who 
am the Inner Controller of all as well as all. 
(38) 
dear Wat aAA fad wari 
aan À aya Gara SUS Ares: 11 Be 
The reckoning of atoms can be done by 
Me in course of time, but not so of My 
glorious manifestations, which are endless, 
as | evolve universes in tens of millions. 
(39) 
aa: of: Aasa Gear: ert ort: | 
ated fataant fast aa aa a Aste: N ¥o N 


Wherever there is glory, affluence, 
renown, authority, modesty, liberality, 
elegance, good luck, valour, endurance and 
knowledge of Truth, that is indeed My part 
manifestation. (40) 


Usted atia: Mat: HAAT farsa: | 
Tafa wat Bear arenfueftaa uve ui 


These are all My glorious manifestations 
made known to you in brief. They are, 
however, mere caprices of the mind and not 


real; they are like something merely 
expressed in words. (41) 
a TaD AAT Tes VOT eH ATTUT | 


SAMA TAS A YA: KAASA Ul 2 N 


Therefore, restrain your speech, curb 
your mind, control your breath, tame your 
senses and conquer your intellect with your 
Sattvika intellect and you will no longer be 
liable to return to the path of transmigration. 


(42) 
Sl a areal were ferent ata: | 
TA Ae A MH aaaea 3 UI 
The sacred vows, austerities and liberality 
of the Yogi, who does not duly subdue his 
speech and mind with his reason, leak out 
unnoticed as water from an unbaked jar. 
(43) 
TAT: WOT ASARTA: | 
TerHama Agu Aa: URATA N 8Y I 


Therefore, keeping his eyes fixed on Me 
as his goal, a man should control his mind, 
speech and breath by means of his intellect 
full of devotion to Me; thereby he will have 
reached the end of his journey. (44) 


Sd Aera AIÀ MAE GRIPIR ERSAT: I gG N 


Thus ends the sixteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahmsa-Samhita. 


AA AAAS SATA: 
Discourse XVII 
The duties pertaining to the four Varnas and four ASramas 


SEI sald 
mana: ys mteaa RART: | 
anisararadt «wat fuen gi 
Uddhava submitted: The righteous 
course expressive of and engendering 
devotion to You and open to those observing 
the rules of conduct laid down for the four 


Varnas (grades of society) and Āśramas, 
nay, to all human beings was taught by You 
in the foregoing Kalpa (cycle). (1) 


Tsar ate veto waa 
malme Ad amena Ut 2 1 


Now be pleased to tell me in detail, O 
lotus-eyed One, how Devotion is engendered 
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in man through one’s own allotted duty being 
duly followed. (2) 


wr fra wera ert uA WaT 
Bat WAAN GATS aT MAA 3 Il 
u gant area MAAAR | 
au fa aici a AT: x 1 


The supreme and blissful course of 
conduct, O Lord of mighty arms, which You 
taught, it is said, to Brahmā in the former 
days in the form of the divine Swan 
mentioned before (in Discourse XIII), O 
Lord of Laksmi! has now disappeared after 
a very long time, O Chastiser of foes ! and 
will not ordinarily survive on this mortal 
plane, even though it was taught by You 
long ago. (3-4) 
Sent pafa Area ere A afer | 
qam ARs aa HIIRT: eM: We N 

Other than You, O immortal Lord, there 
is none to teach, institute or defend this 
righteous course on earth, nay, not even in 
Brahma’s court, where all sciences in the 
form of the Vedas etc., are in attendance in 
a personal form. (5) 


wala var A Yad FAST! 
wre tate ta fares aH: aAA N & Il 
When the terrestrial soil is deserted, O 
Slayer of the demon Madhu ! by You—who 
institute, maintain and teach this righteous 
course—O Lord! who will expound this 
extinct Dharma? (6) 
wea a: udda iag RART: | 
aot ae Aia ae auta À mA oN 
Therefore, O Knower of the secret of all 
righteous courses, pray, tell me, O Lord, 
how and on whom among us the Dharma 
engendering Devotion to You has been 


enjoined. (7) 
RIJE IIA 
set WAA YE: a aA ste: | 
Wa: dara na erate PALI HI 
* maam a ter wet a: 


Sri Suka continued: Thus questioned 
by Uddhava, the foremost of His servants, 
the celebrated Lord Sri Hari, Sri Krsna, felt 
much delighted and taught as follows for 
the welfare of mortals the courses of conduct 
which are binding for all times. (8) 


MUTA FAA 
ani we da UPA ATH FT| 
quismranadt gga fats ane 


The glorious Lord began again: This 
question of yours is full of righteousness in 
that it leads to Devotion, which is conducive 
to the highest good of men. Now hear from 
Me something about the righteous course 
followed by those observing the rules 
prescribed for the four Varnas (grades of 
society) and Agramas (stages in life). (9) 
ard pag soit qori ea et VFA: | 
PAPA: WA AM TA PTT fa: Fo Ut 

In the very first Satya Yuga of the present 
Kalpa, the caste of men was only one and 
known by the name of Harnsa. People had 
their object of life accomplished by virtue 
of their very birth; hence they understood it 
by the name of Krtayuga, the aeon of 
blessedness. (10) 


ae: Wa Wa misi qene | 
sue TAS SF Ut enfan: 1 Vk I 
In the beginning, Pranava, the mystic 
syllable OM, alone formed the text of the 
Veda; while | alone, as existing in their 
thought, constituted their piety appearing in 
the form of a bull standing on all its four 
feet. Firm in askesis in the shape of one- 
pointedness* of mind and senses and free 
from sin, they contemplated on Me, the 
immaculate Lord. (11) 


TANTS BAT Wo gaT | 

faen wary seared Aga: N 2? 
At the beginning of the next Yuga known 

by the name of Treta (after the expiry of 
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Krtayuga), O highly blessed Uddhava, was 
revealed from My heart through My 
respiration the threefold Veda, i.e., knowledge 
cosisting of three limbs in the shape of Rk, 
Sama and Yajus; and from the latter appeared 
|, as the institution of sacrifice*, with its 
triple functions of a Hota, Adhwaryu and 
Udgata. (12) 
fayatrataesist 9 ware urest: | 
AIS FOU SF STATA: N 23 N 
Again, from Brahma (born of the Cosmic 
Person) appeared the four grades of society 
under the names of Brahmanas, the 
Ksatriyas, the Vaiśyas and the Siudras, 
evolved respectively from His mouth, arms, 
thighs and feet and distinguished by their 
own respective conduct. (13) 
Tera Wet geet eat aa 
ASTI A ATA ATA: Vitor feta: n VX 
The householder’s order appeared from 
My hips and loins; the order of lifelong 
celibates, from My heart; forest-life (the 
order of anchorites) from My chest (below 
the heart); while the order of recluses 
(Sarhnyasa) was located in (sprang from 
the) crown of My head. (14) 


SAUTATAT STATUTE a agea: 1 
AL TTA g AAAA: N gu 


The nature of men belonging to the 
different Varnas and Asramas developed 
according to the character of their place of 
origin (the limb of the cosmic body from 
which they sprang up)—low in the case of 
those of a low origin and lofty in the case of 
those sprung of high origin. (15) 
Wat ered: vill aaa: aerate | 
TETRIS TA At AAA AAAT: It VE N 

Control of mind and the senses, 
meditation, (external as well as internal) 
purity, contentment, forgiveness, straight- 
forwardness, devotion to Me, compassion 
and truthfulness—these are the natural 


* The Sruti says: ‘at & faar; '. 


traits of a Brahmana. 
W act fa: vite Raard: | 
we saaya gapa RAT: N V9 N 
Majesty, strength, fortitude, valour, 
forbearance, liberality, industry, firmness, 
devotion to the Brāhmaņas and rulership— 
these are the distinguishing traits of a 
Kşatriya. (17) 


ST SAPS a AÀ ATA | 
aqet a: = ee il 


Faith (in the scriptures as well as in the 
words of one’s preceptor), firm adherence 
to liberality, sincerity (absence of hypocrisy) 
service to the Brahmanas and remaining 
dissatisfied with hoards of money—these 
are the inborn characteristics of a Vaisya. 

(18) 


(16) 


yi feat cart area | 
AA TEM Ge: pART: N VF N 
Sincere (guileless) service to the 
Brahmana, the cow and the gods too and 
contentment with whatever is obtained 
through such service—these are the inborn 
characteristics of a Sudra. (19) 

À itri athe a 
BHU: HATA TATA FANTASMA N Ro N 
Impurity, mendacity, thieving, want 
of faith, quarrelling without cause, 
concupiscence, anger and cupidity are the 
inborn characteristics of the casteless. (20) 

ARM =| aera at | 
yatrateda a atsa adaf: 1 22 1 
Non-violence, truthfulness, abstaining 
from theft, freedom from lust, anger and 
greed and doing what is pleasing and good 
to living beings—this constitutes the sacred 
duty of all the Varnas (grades of society). 


(21) 
feta marata fea: | 
ae Tepe Geil Teele ASA: 22 UI 
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Having undergone in due course (viz., 
after the purificatory rites relating to birth 
etc., have been gone through) a second 
birth in the shape of investiture with the 
sacred thread, and dwelling in the house 
of a preceptor with his senses duly controlled, 
the twice-born male child should learn to 
recite the Vedas with due intonation and 
reflect on their meaning with the help 
of the guru when called upon to do so. 

(22) 
| 


EEC LIRUAR AA GAH ATS CTT 
mAs SiS: HRT SAT 23 Ul 


A Brahmacari (religious student) should 
wear a girdle of Mufija grass and deerskin 
round his loins, a string of Rudraksa beads 
about his neck and the sacred thread (baldric- 
wise across his left shoulder), should carry 
a staff of the Palasa tree and a water-pot 
made of the shell of a wild cocoanut or 
gourd and a bunch of Kuga grass in the 
palm of his hand and grow matted locks 
(for want of proper care). He should never 
scrub his teeth with a brush etc., nor apply 
soap etc., to his clothes and should never 
use a coloured seat. (23) 


SMU A A AAA: | 
q Reema patrreertarare it RY N 


He should remain silent while bathing, 
taking his meals, pouring oblations into the 
sacred fire, doing Japa (muttering a prayer) 
and answering the calls of nature. He should 
never pare his nails nor remove the hair 
even in his arm-pits and on his private 
parts. (24) 


Yat water Tea: aay 
AAT SATAY AAAS TATU BYU 


Observing a strict vow of celibacy, he 
should never voluntarily allow his seed to 
escape; and if it ever escapes anyhow (in 
spite of himself in a dream etc.), he should 
proceed to take a plunge bath and, going 
through a course of Pranayama (inhaling 


the air through his right nostril, holding it as 
long as one can and exhaling it through the 
left), should repeat the Gayatri-Mantra at 
least 108 times on his rosary. (25) 


aman a eaa eA: | 
amia suria rÀ a AATA 2G N 


Pure of body and calm of mind he 
should both morning and evening worship 
the fire by pouring oblations into it, the sun- 
god by offering Arghya or oblations of water 
to him, the Ācārya, who has invested him 
with the sacred thread and taught him the 
Gayatri, the cow by offering handfuls of 
grass to her, the Brāhmanas, the preceptor, 
who has instructed him in the Śāstras, the 
elders and the gods and should wait upon 
both the twilights, silently muttering the 
Gayatri-Mantra. (26) 
aai oi fata watered | 
a uiga adan Te: ll Voll 

He should know the Acarya to be no 
other than Myself, the Supreme Lord, and 
should never disregard him, nor should he 
pry into his faults taking him to be a mortal; 
for the preceptor represents all the gods in 
his person. (27) 
mi meria det at Aad 
qaaa a HaT: WRC 

Bringing alms from other houses, both 
morning and evening, he should offer it to 
the preceptor as also whatever else he 
might have received and make use of only 
what is permitted by the preceptor, keeping 
himself fully under control. (28) 


ypa arad aAA A. 
arae paie: tl 33 


Doing service to the preceptor, the 
student should always wait upon him with 
joined palms like a menial by following him 
wherever he goes, lying down full of vigilance 
when he (the Preceptor) is asleep, sitting 
when he is taking rest after being relieved 
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of his fatigue by pressing his feet etc., and 
standing, when he is comfortably seated, 
not far from him. (29) 


wage Yee ade Afaa: | 
Rame aa far ATHATSAT 30 N 


Conducting himself as aforesaid and 
maintaining his vow of celibacy uninterrupted 
till his course of learning is complete, he 
should continue to live in the preceptor’s 
house, completely weaned from all luxuries. 

(30) 
Feet Sea crea T | 
TA fase SF nenet Gara: 1132 0 

If the student seeks to ascend after 
death to the highest heaven, viz., Satyaloka, 
the realm of Brahma,* the home of the 
Vedas (living in a personal form), he should 
completely dedicate his life to the preceptor 
for further study of the Vedas as well as to 
repay his debt to the preceptor, observing 
the vow of lifelong celibacy. (31) 


art Tara a wA at TT 
aqai SRRA: 1132 N 


Full of splendour born of a study of the 
Vedas and devoid of all sin, the Brahmacari 
should have no sense of diversity left in him 
and should worship Me, the Supreme, alone 
in the sacred fire, the preceptor, his own 
self and in all created beings. (32) 
ator Prarasti 
MA aasa 33 N 

He who is not a householder, i.e., a 
Brahmacari, an anchorite or a recluse should 
give up the sight and touch of womankind, 
conversation and joking etc., with them and 
should even avoid coming face to face with 
living beings sexually united. (33) 


Purity of body and mind, rinsing one’s 
mouth with water after answering the calls 
of nature and taking one’s meals or 
refreshment and sipping water before 
commencing a sacred rite or devotions or 
taking one’s meals etc., bathing after passing 
stool and shaving oneself and on ceremonial 
occasions as well as on touching an 
untouchable person or object, and on the 
expiry of a period of impurity caused by 
birth or death in one’s family and so on, 
saying the Sandhya prayers both morning 
and evening as well as at midday, 
Straightforwardness, resorting to holy places 
and sacred waters, muttering sacred texts 
such as the Gayatri and keeping aloof from 
untouchable persons and objects, prohibited 
food and drink and people who are not 
worth speaking to, looking upon all created 
beings as no other than Myself and control 
of mind, speech and body—this constitutes 
the Dharma, sacred duty, prescribed for all 
the Asramas (stages of life pertaining to the 
first three Varnas), O Uddhava (the delight 
of your race) ! (34-35) 


Ue Fed arent aes RaRa sae | 
ARENA KARATAS: 1 BE N 


Having mastered the Vedas and with 
the seeds of his Karma burnt by intense 
Tapas, askesis, the Brahmacari observing 
the vow of perpetual celibacy and 
resplendent like fire becomes My devotee 
and attains to Me if he is devoid of impurity 
in the shape of interested motives. (36) 


AARAA ANT afana: | 
qA afèr aro Stars A èT: M Bo ti 


He who, having duly investigated the 
purport of the Vedas, forthwith seeks to 
enter the next Āśrama (stage of life, viz., 
the life of a householder) should after offering 
Daksina, i.e., a parting present by way of 
gratitude to the preceptor, perform the 
ceremony known as the Samāvartana- 


* Vide verse 5 above. 
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Samskara (marking the completion of his 
studies and coming back home from the 
preceptor's house) with the approval of the 
preceptor. (37) 
ye at Arafat asta aT FESTA: | 
MTINI TAAN AAA 3 I 
A Brahmacari may enter the life of a 
householder (if he has the sexual urge) or 
the life of an anchorite (if he is keen on self- 
purification) or (if he is pure-minded already 
and), if he is a Brāhmaņa (the foremost of 
the twice-born classes), he may even 
renounce the world and go about as a 
mendicant recluse. Or, he should in the 
regular course pass from one stage to 
another. He who is devoted to Me* should 
in no case act otherwise (i.e., remain without 
embracing any Āśrama or return from a 
higher Āśrama to a lower one). (38) 


qe ag aig ETTR 
aiai g aa at aAA 3S I 


A Brahmacari desiring to enter the life 
of a householder should take a wife belonging 
to his own Varna (grade of society), 
unblemished in point of pedigree and bodily 
and other characteristics, and younger than 
himself in age. If, however, he takes a wife 
belonging to a Varna different from his own, 
he should marry her after he has espoused 
a girl belonging to the same Varna as his 
own and that too in the proper order. (39) 


Paar aaa a fea! 
RAs SA AAMT ASAT ¥o N 


Performance of sacrifices, study of the 
Vedas and bestowal of gifts are the duties 
of all the twice-born; whereas to accept 
gifts, to teach the Vedas and to officiate as 
a priest in sacrifices constitute the vocation 
of a Brahmana alone. (40) 


[Dis. 17 


Ware MAARATA. 
amemada stad frerat rep TaN: 11 xe 1 
Looking upon acceptance of gifts as 
something detracting from his austerity, 
Brahmanical glory and renown, a Brahmana 
should live by the other two vocations alone 
or, perceiving the drawbacks of those 
vocations too, should live by gleaning the 
food-grains left by the owner of a field after 
reaping the crop. (41) 


armors fe Valsad axRTATS AVA | 
Pas Wa Se WAGE All ¥2 


This body of a Brahmana is surely not 
intended for trivial enjoyment but for 
undergoing hardship and investigation of 
truth in this life and for attaining everlasting 
happiness in the shape of final beatitude 
after death. (42) 


hmg Rige 
emt wert A STOT: 
maam Fe wa re- 
mRuam: aAA wii %3 N 


With his mind fully satisfied by living 
on the food-grains gleaned partly from the 
fields and partly from the grain market when 
the stock has been removed or sold at the 
end of a day, and with his soul dedicated to 
Me, nay, following his noble duty of a 
householder in the shape of entertaining a 
newcomer and so on in a disinterested 
spirit and continuing to live at home, though 
never deeply attached to its inmates Or 
things, a Brāhmaņa duly attains abiding 
peace. (43) 


aqaa à fat dest HATT | 
aaka enara Raa N w% 


Even as a vessel rescues a drowning 
man from the sea, | deliver without delay 


* According to another interpretation the words IA% WAR: should be split up as HAM SAAT, taking 
the intervening ‘3’ as dropped according to the rules of Sandhi. That would mean that the interdiction 'S 
binding only on those who are not devotees, devotees being exempted from this rule. 


vy 
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from straits those who duly redeem a 
Brahmana or, for that matter, anyone solely 
depending on Me and suffering hardship. 
(44) 
Tal: TAGS TM Fes SAAT TT: | 
ATTA FT eT TTA eH 


Just as a father would save his 
progeny from woes of every kind or just 
as a king elephant would lift up fellow 
elephants as well as himself from a pit into 
which they have fallen, a sagacious king 
should deliver all classes of people from 
calamities of every description and save 
himself too by himself, i.e., his own efforts. 

(45) 
tafa nufafaararchactar | 
faa ara ae wedi xen 

Shaking off all sin that he might have 
incurred in his past lives in this very life, 
such a benevolent king ascends to heaven 
after death in an aerial car, brilliant like the 
sun, and revels in the company of Indra, 
the lord of paradise. (46) 


ter amt araen uita ata | 
GST ASSURA A PATTEM HAT Ul XY N 


A Brahmana in distress may try to get 
over it by taking to the calling of a merchant, 
dealing in such goods only as are worth 
Selling and not in prohibited articles such as 
Spirituous liquor, salt etc., or, as a third 
alternative, when overwhelmed with adversity, 
he may live even by the sword’, but under 
no circumstance by service to a man of 
lower grade. (47) 


Aragan q ra staapraratssare | 
WR aT fermresttor a yag RAA N 8 N 
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A Ksatriya too may live by the trade of 
a Vaisya or even by hunting in times of 
adversity or he may live by teaching etc., 
(the pursuit of a Brahmana), but in no case 
by menial service. (48) 


WEAR weg aya: Ye: PEREIRA | 
POH 7 elo gra feral HHT tt ¥e N 


Even so, a Vaisya in adversity may 
adopt the calling of a Sudra and the latter, 
the craft of an artisan,2—such as making 
mats and so on. When rid of adversity, of 
course, a man belonging to a higher caste 
should no longer seek his living by a 
reproachful pursuit prescribed for men of a 
lower grade. (49) 
AAAS | 
aAA a TA yo N 

A householder belonging to the twice- 
born classes should according to his means 
daily worship the gods, the Rsis, the manes 
and other living beings, including men, as 
My own manifestations, through oblations 
into the sacred fire, recitation of the sacred 
texts (technically known by the name of 
Brahmayajfia), Sraddha and Tarpana, Bali 
or Bhutayajfia (offering before the daily meals 
morsels of cooked food to birds and animals, 
nay, all other creatures including lifeless 
objects) and offering food and water etc., to 
newcomers, respectively. (50) 


Teas Vasa a 
PATS HL YO ATRL APA 48 I 


With the wealth got without effort or earned 
by pursuing one’s own avocation and, 
therefore, free from blemish he should perform 
sacrifices with due ceremony alone without 
putting his dependents to hardship. (51) 


1. Although the law-giver Gautama enjoins a Brahmana in straitened circumstances to take to the 
military profession in preference to trade, the Lord permits him to do so only as a third alternative and gives 
Preference to trade obviously because it is a peaceful pursuit and does not involve destruction of life. 


2. Lord Manu classifies Karus or artisans under the following five heads: 
dat a Aaa MAA ARAN | Tatars cava: forfeit war: 


“The five varieties of Karus are—carpenters, weavers, barbers, washermen and shoemakers or 


tanners of leather.” 
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FAT FT AAA A WaT Hara | 
utaa udagan GAT: N 


A sane householder too should not get 
attached to the members of his family nor 
should he be unmindful of his goal, i.e., 
Myself. Nay, he should realize even the 
invisible worlds to be as perishable as the 
visible. (52) 
yamai ATT: UPARTA: | 
a aA Tat AÀ aT usu 

Association with one’s sons, wife, friends 
and relations is no better than the coming 
together of travellers in a rest-house. With 
every change of body they vanish like a 
dream seen during sleep. (53) 
yet URE maa ae 
3 Rda fet Fa: yn 

Pondering thus and living unattached in 
his house like a stranger and having no 
sense of “I” and “mine” with regard to the 
body and those connected with it, he does 


not get bound by his household but remains 
free from all bondage. (54) 


miRNA mig ARTTI 

Rerainan aaa th I 
Worshipping Me alone through his 

household duties, a devotee may stay in his 


house (continue to be a householder) or 
retire into the forest (enter the order of an 


i ATÈ EE ETETE AESA: go 1 


Thus ends the seventeenth discours 


anchorite) or renounce the world and go 
about as a mendicant recluse if he has a 
male issue. (55) 


aaee gafa: | 
Am: preii mA seat us 1) 


The fool whose mind is attached to the 
house and who is afflicted with the hankering 
for progeny and wealth, nay, who is 
domineered over by his wife and whose 
intellect is ever bewildered by the notion of 
“P and “mine” gets bound. (56) 
AA A fret Tat AÈ ATS SAT: | 
amar aA A: Hel sated g: RaT: 1 419 1 

He remains engrossed in thought as 
follows: “Alas! my aged parents, my wife, 
whose children are yet very young, and my 
children too—all these will be left without a 
protector and will feel very miserable and 
afflicted without me. How will they survive?” 

(57) 
w pÀ e 
aqa A ASR ATA TA: GS N 

With his mind wholly distracted thus 
through excessive attachment to his 
household and his judgment clouded, nay, 
unsated with the pleasures of sense and 
thinking of them all the time, this fellow, 


when dead, descends into the blinding 
darkness of hell. (58) 


pis te urse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
8avata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 
meea 


AMETISTA: 
Discourse XVIII 
The Duties of anchorites and recluses 


AMAT TAT 

at fafay: Gry waft =er ata ari 
aT Ua Aa TE: N eu 

The glorious Lord began again: 
Committing his wife to the care of his sons, 
the householder, who is keen to retire into 
the woods (enter the life of an anchorite) 
should spend the third part of his life in the 
forest alone or even with his wife with his 
senses fully controlled. (1) 


mane aaa et Wencrad | 
adta acr araequraurifern an 2 
He should subsist on wild bulbs, roots 
and fruits which are fit for being offered into 
the sacrificial fire and should wear as his 


apparel the bark of trees or matting etc., 
made of grass or leaves or deerskin. (2) 


amam faye sa: | 
= daq asta frenret REAT: 113 


He should allow the hair of his head as 
well as on his body, nails, moustaches and 
beard as well as the dirt on his body to 
grow and should not even scrub his teeth 
with a brush etc., should take a plunge bath 
after the manner of a pestle without rubbing 
his body three times daily, viz., in the morning 
and evening as well as at midday and 
should sleep on the ground covered with 
grass etc. (3) 


The Tela Cari aatearanars Her | 
aama: frie waqreayard it ¥ N 


In summer he should allow himself to 


be heated by five fires (one placed in each 
quarter about himself and the fifth in the 
form of the sun blazing overhead); during 
the rains he should expose’ himself to 
showers while in the closing months (Magha 
and Phalguna) of winter (comprising what is 
known as the Sigira Rtu and roughly 
corresponding to January and February of 
the English calender) he should remain 
immersed upto the neck in water.2 He should 
practise austerities, following this mode of 
life. (4) 
aaa waren PITTA ST | 


samp A SANS Vs ATU GI 


He is permitted to eat only what is 
roasted in fire or gets ripened by process of 
time. He can thrash wild corn in a mortar 
with a pestle and pound hard substances 
with a stone or may use the teeth alone for 
a mortar and pestle. (5) 
wae Afar waa gR | 
aa MATASE & 1 

Fully aware of the place and time where 
and when a certain thing could be had as 
well as of his own digestive power, he 
should personally get together all the means 
of his subsistence and should never use 
what was got at another time? and laid by 
for future use. (6) 


ArNe erT 
aq AA WT at a a oN 


An ascetic should perform rites such as 
the Agrayana, enjoined at particular periods 


1. This is technically known by the name of Abhravakasa-Vrata. 
2. This has been mentioned in the Smrti-texts under the name of Udakavasa-Vrata. 


3. Cf. VII. xii. 19, where an anchorite has been called upon to reject the old stock each time a fresh 
(natural) supply of cereals and other eatables is obtained. 
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of time with oblations prepared out of wild 
products; but he should on no account 
propitiate Me through the sacrifice of an 
animal as enjoined by the Vedas. (7) 


afer a aiya qotaraga oda 
aien a ARTA a TA: we 


Agnihotra (offering to the sacred fire an 
oblation consisting chiefly of milk, oil and 
sour gruel), Darga (half-monthly sacrifice 
performed on every Amavasya or the new 
moon), Pumamasa (the half-monthly sacrifice 
performed on every full moon) and the 
three sacrifices performed at the beginning 
of the three seasons of four months 
each (under the names of Vaiswadeva, 
Varunapraghasa and Sakamedha) have 
been enjoined on an anchorite as in the 
case of a householder by the exponents of 
the Vedas. (8) 


wa Ah ame giei: | 
Tt aAA RAAR ATTN e N 


Having propitiated Me, the embodiment 
of wisdom, through austerities undergone 
by him thus, a hermit reduced to a mere 
skeleton (lit., spread all over with protruding 
veins for want of flesh) comes to Me through 
successive stages from Maharloka', the 
realm of the Rsis, to which he ascends in 
the ordinary course after death. (9) 


ARAM pagari aa Fr: Sees ASL | 

TATA FIA MATT: ASRR: N go N 
Who could be more stupid than him who 

would divert such great Tapas, performed 


with great hardship and calculated to secure 
the highest good, to the fulfilment of a paltry 


desire, viz., the desire for any material or 
ethereal fruit up to the attainment of 
Brahmaloka? (10) 


aera ASRA ara AATA: | 
SMTA AN A ore SAT MITT M22 N 


When the ascetic, shaking with old age, 
is incapable of observing any longer the 
sacred vow to which he has pledged himself, 
he may withdraw the three sacred fires, 
known by the names of Ahavaniya, 
Garhapatya and Daksina, that he has been 
maintaining and worshipping, into himself 
and, with his mind fixed on Me, enter? the 
fire, i.e., burn himself to death. (11) 


Get pia city Pare 
fT HAA HAS ATCA: Was: 1182 N 
When, however, he develops a thorough 
distaste for the higher worlds upto the realm 
of Brahma, the creator, as a reward of 
pious acts done from an interested motive, 
though, as a matter of fact, no better than 
hell (abounding as they do in sorrows), he 
may, on the sacred fires having been 
withdrawn into himself, renounce the world 
and go about as a mendicant recluse from 
the very Asrama in which he may be 
stationed.® (12) 


sear adayi ni erat Uday ears | 
STA a Bega PART: TAS 83 Ul 


Having propitiated Me according to 
precept through the Prajapatya sacrifice after 
performing the eight types of Sraddha 
incumbent on him who is going to renounce 
the world, if he is free from all desires, and 
given everything to the officiating priest and 


1. As regards the devotee whose mind has been thoroughly purified through the disinterested practice 


of devotion, he gets liberated even before death. 


2. An ascetic who prosecutes his austerities till the end of his life is sure to attain Moksa; while he 
who observes the rules laid down for an anchorite till the end of the third stage of his life earns the title 
to enter the order of Sarhnyasa even if he has not developed full Vairagya. The course recommended in 
this verse is only intended for him who is unable to carry on his austerities till the end of the third stage 
on account of a weak constitution and has not the requisite Vairagya to qualify him for Sarnnyasa. 

3. The Sruti lays down that a Brahmana may turn out to be a recluse whenever true Vairagy@ appears 


in him, in whatever stage of life he may be—aagta fanaaeta venta’ 


Dis. 18] 


having withdrawn the sacred fire into his 
own breath, the hermit may enter the order 
of recluses. (13) 


fara à daa Sar afge fion: | 
Fare aera SEAT BPA N gY I 


In the way of a Brahmana, who is actually 
going to renounce the world, the gods in the 
garb through the agency of his wife and so 
on place obstacles, for fear lest he should 
outstrip them and attain to the Supreme. 
(One who is bent on attaining final beatitude 
should not, however, be deterred by such 
obstacles). (14) 


fayareeaprata: aldara oy | 
Tah A CUSTAT ATA hama N gy N 
If at all a recluse would have a covering 
for his body, he should wear a piece of 
cloth barely enough to cover the Strip of 
cloth used by him to cover his private parts 
with. Nor should he retain in his possession 
anything renounced by him at the time of 
entering the order of Sarnnyasa other than 
a staff (used as a token of Sarmnyasa) and 
a Kamandalu (a water-pot made of the shell 
of a wild cocoanut) otherwise than in a 
Critical plight. (15) 
femi = q ifia i 
aaqa aa ast AAT TATA 8G N 
He should take every step only after the 
ground he is going to tread has been scanned 
with his eyes lest he should unwittingly 
trample any creature; he should drink water 
Strained with a piece of cloth, utter words 
tested on the touchstone of truth and do 
that which has been found correct by 
reference to his conscience. (16) 


Hartera aust anA 

Tae oer Sei ANT wa] AAA: ul Vo N 
Silence is the cudgel to control one’s 

Speech; abstinence from interested action, 


the one to control one’s body; and 
Pranayama (breath-control) is the cudgel to 
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curb one’s mind. He who does not wield 
these cudgels cannot be held to be a recluse 
by mere bamboo-staves carried on his 
person. (17) 


Rigi aqd aota farata astigatg | 
MANTRA AAT ACT EN AAT NLS N 


A recluse should resort for alms to the 
four types of Brahmanas alone—those living 
by gifts received, teaching, officiating at 
sacrifices and gleaning food-grains from 
fields and grain-markets, avoiding those of 
reproachful conduct and visit only seven 
houses not specified before, and should 
remain contented with the food got from 
those houses alone. (18) 


aR Treat aaa area: | 
aara mai sre iiA ge N 
Going to a reservoir of water such as a 
pond or tank outside the town or village, he 
should rinse his mouth there and, allotting a 
due share to those deserving it (viz., Lord 
Visnu, Brahma, the sun-god and all created 
beings) once it has been consecrated by 
sprinkling with water and so on, he should 
silently consume all the rest that was brought 
by him—neither bringing more than was 
required nor laying by anything for another 
time. (19) 
qar A Pct: AfA: | 
MAS aana BATA WET: N Ro N 


With his senses fully controlled he should 
perambulate this earth all alone and free 
from attachment, finding recreation and 
delight in the Self, self-possessed and viewing 
all alike. (20) 


Aamann = agrafanciyra: | 
area edina wat g: nee 


Dwelling in a lonely yet secure abode 
and keeping his mind pure through devotion 
to Me, the sage should contemplate on the 
Self as one and undistinguishable from 
Me. (21) 


662 x SRIMAD BHAGAVATA « 


[Dis. 18 


a MM 


aciga Set Aral a AAP SAT I 

area giaa Ag i aT PAA: RRM 
By inquiring into the truth of things, he 

should investigate the true nature of bondage 

and liberation of the Self. Bondage consists 

in the distraction of the senses and Liberation 

in their full control. (22) 


aera weert wea AAA: | 
FAT: ACTA EATS SHAT TS FET! 23 N 


Therefore, keeping in check the six 
senses (the five external senses and the 
mind, the internal sense) and averse to the 
trifling pleasures of sense, and finding 
abundant joy in the Self, the recluse should 
go about the world contemplating on Me. 

(23) 
TASH Brat Rgn fagia 
qaratan ASN BI 

He should perambulate the earth full of 
holy tracts, rivers, mountains, woodlands 
and hermitages, entering towns and villages, 
cowherd stations and caravan serais only 
for the sake of alms. (24) 
ammen dear! 
RATTAN: YATE: ART I RY I 

He should often beg alms from the 
hermitages of anchorites; for, his mind being 
purified by the hermit’s food obtained by 
gleaning grains from the fields, he is rid of 

infatuation and attains the goal of his life 
soon. ; (25) 
Aaa ae Uva eva faavata | 
atacand aAa faf 2 N 
He should not regard this visible world 
as real because it is perishable. Therefore, 
with his mind unattached to this world as 
well as to the next he should cease from 
every activity intended to secure the objects 
of senses. (26) 
aaa  AANTTRTA | 
BE AfA TUT RAT A TERA RO N 


Realizing by force of reasoning (on the 
analogy of a dream) that all that exists apart 
from the Self viz., this objective universe 
regarded as “mine” as well as the body and 
referred to as “I” conjoined with the mind, 
speech and the vital air, alongwith the 
delights of sense, as a mere mental illusion 
superimposed on the Self, and, therefore, 
turning his back on it, he should think no 
more of it and remain established in the 
Self. (27) 
maA fa aT EA ATTA: | 
aiman Aaa: Ut Re II 

No longer governed by the scriptural 
ordinance, he who is established in Self- 
Knowledge, though outwardly appearing 
as a seeker of Liberation (averse to the 
pleasures of sense) or a devotee of Mine, 
seeking nothing, not even Liberation, may 
do as he likes, renouncing attachment to 
the duties of the four ASramas (stages of 
life) alongwith their distinguishing marks such 


as the triple staff in the case of a recluse. 
(28) 


gait menaa HSA HEN HST AT | 
aaa fagr treat STATA 2S Ul 
Though sound of judgment, he should 
sport like a child, bereft of the sense of 
honour and ignominy; though clever, he 
should behave like a dullard. Though learned, 
he should rave like a madman inasmuch as 
he has none to please by his speech; 
though devoted to the intention of the Vedas, 
he should behave like an animal, observing 
no consistency in his behaviour. (29) 
Aaa FAT UTS A BIH | 
rafa a afar rat ATTA Roll 
He should not take delight in expounding 
the section of the Vedas treating of ritual 
acts, nor should he observe any rules of 
conduct opposed to the injunctions of the 
Vedas and the Smrti texts, nor should he 
be devoted to empty ratiocination, nor again 
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should he take any side in a fruitless 
discussion. (30) 


canara aa at Hata Safa 3g i 


He should not be annoyed with anyone 
nor should he annoy anyone. With his mind 
fully controlled, he should put up with 
abuses and should never show disrespect 
to anyone; nor should he for the sake of his 
body make enemies with anyone like a 
brute. (31) 


Wh Ua WT MeN yaaa: | 
agem Weare TN BH 


For, just as the same moon gets reflected 
in a number of vessels holding water, the 
same transcendent Self is present in all 
created beings as well as in one’s own 
body so that there is no ground for enmity 
whatsoever from the point of view of the 
spirit and the bodies too are essentially 
one, constituted as they are of the same 
gross elements so that enmity with any 
being whatsoever is enmity with one’s own 
Self. (32) 


ASAT A faida hA ATMA Fara | 
Mea FT ale ora sarah 33 N 


Full of fortitude a Sarnnyasi should 
not get dejected on not getting food in 
time on any occasion, nor should he feel 
rejoiced to get it; for, both, his getting and 
not getting it, lie in the hands of Providence. 

(33) 
rented aa Ge A, MTOTO | 
ara faqgad a ae fase aen i 3x N 

This should not lead one to think that a 
Samnyasi need not even go out to beg 
food. He must exert himself to procure 
food; for an attempt on his part to sustain 
life would be quite justified; for, by 
Sustaining life truth is investigated by him 
and realizing the truth thereby he will get 
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liberated for all time to come. 


REANA | 
AAT aA STAT OTT OTT AAA: 1 34 N 
A recluse should eat the food, whether 
excellent or of the worst type, obtained by 
the will of Providence and also accept 
whatever clothing and bed is received by 
him. (35) 
Waar Ft AT Alera AL! 
aaisa PAA AP Gas CHAVA: | BE N 


A man of wisdom should cultivate the 
habits of cleanliness, rinsing the mouth after 
answering the calls of nature, taking food or 
even light refreshment such as milk and 
fruits and sipping water before meals etc., 
and bathing thrice everyday and observe 
other rules of conduct mentioned heretofore, 
by way of sport, as |, the almighty Lord, do, 
but not in compliance with scriptural 
ordinance, which is no longer binding on 
him. (36) 
q fe wea Aae a a Agta eA 


MSA Taha EAR: ATTA AAT N B19 N 


For there is no longer any perception of 
difference in him; whatever there was, has 
been uprooted by My realization as the Self 
of all. What does appear in him at times 
(e.g., at the time of begging alms and 
taking meals etc., even now as a recurrence 
of what has already been set aside) will 
continue by force of Prarabdha till death. 
Thereafter he will get indissolubly united 
with Me. (37) 


gaah aay sake sear 
aN qe gaa N 3c i 


A man of self-control, who has got 
disgusted with the pleasures of sense, which 
are invariably attended with sorrow, but 
who has not yet been instructed in the 
duties that enable one to realize Me, should 
betake himself to a teacher given to 
contemplation. (38) 


(34) 
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a a a i a aaa 


aad VTA WH: ARTAATYAH: | 
aaa wer Aaria ERRA: 38 N 
Full of reverence and devotion and free 
from censoriousness he should do service 
to the preceptor in a respectful mood, 
knowing him really to be Myself, till he 
realizes Brahma. (39) 


aeadadigat: 9wavetarantu: | 
aAa segata nxon 
gaa Fed at a eden 


anuara seamen red AATA il R N 


He, however, who has not yet been 
able to control his six senses (including the 
mind, the internal sense); whose intellect, 
the controller of his senses, too is intensely 
fond of the pleasures of sense; who is 
destitute of wisdom and dispassion and 
simply makes his living by the triple staff, 
the emblem of a recluse; the impurities of 
whose heart have not yet been fully burnt 
and who has thus violated the duties of a 
Sarhnyāsi and is deceiving the gods by his 
ceasing to propitiate them through sacrificial 
performances which he would have otherwise 
done, his own self by depriving himself of 
luxuries which he would have freely enjoyed 
as a householder as well as Myself, dwelling 
in his heart, by failing to realize Me is 
deprived of this world as well as of the next. 

(40-41) 


furet: yarian aa gam AARE: | 
gr An ferrari ¥2 N 


To sum up, control of the mind and 
the senses and harmlessness mainly 
constitute the righteous course of a 
mendicant/recluse; enduring hardships 
prescribed by the Śāstras and inquiry into 
the truth, of an anchorite dwelling in the 
woods; protection of living beings and 
performance of the five great sacrifices, of 
a householder; and rendering service to the 
preceptor, that of the celibate, who has 
gone through a second birth by being 


invested with the sacred thread and taught 
the Gayatri. (42) 


aerad au: i ware yade 
TRV Wey: AAT AUT | ¥3 N 


Observing chastity (during the nights 
other than those in which he is permitted to 
copulate with his wedded wife), enduring 
hardships involved in the discharge of his 
rightful duties, purity of body and mind, 
contentment and kindness to all created 
beings, these constitute the sacred duty 
even of a householder who seeks the bed 
of his wife only during the period following 
the courses favourable for conception 
(sixteen nights after their appearance); 
whereas My worship is the pious duty 
common to all. (43) 


Bharata: aei sr] PAI | 
Haya Tata wath frat Sr XY% N 


He who constantly worships Me through 
the performance of his duty as aforesaid, 
seeking no other reward beyond My 
pleasure, begins to look upon all created 
beings as Myself and attains firm devotion 
to Me. (44) 


UA GAAMAM ANRA | 
aaam Tel HTT ATTA A: N 8Y N 


Through unceasing Devotion, O 
Uddhava, he attains to Me, the supreme 
Ruler of all the worlds, responsible for the 
creation and destruction of all, the Source 
of the Vedas. (45) 


ofa atama Patra: | 
maae afer Aaa APTN VE Ul 


He whose mind has thus been purified 
through the performance of his own duty 
and who has fully realized My divine 
character, is equipped with both indirect 
and direct knowledge concerning Me and 
eventually attains to Me before long. (46) 


aurisrraat et Wa AANT: | 
a wa nging Psat: Ue tl voll 
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This is the righteous course of those 
affiliated to a particular Varna (grade of 
society) and Asrama (stage in life), consisting 
of certain definite rules of conduct. The 
same Dharma, when characterized by 
devotion to Me i.e., pursued as an offering 
to Me proves to be of supreme value as a 
means to final beatitude. (47) 
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vasfi Bret rary gA Aes AT | 
aa Ca WHT AT AAT VAM YS N 


Thus | have told you, O good one, how 
a man wedded to his righteous course turns 
out to be a devotee and duly attains to Me, 
the Supreme. And this is what you asked 
Me in particular. (48) 


sft AEn WEIR MARE GRINER STRTEMS ETTA: I 2E N 
Thus ends the eighteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhāgavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SHAS: 
Discourse XIX 


A Dissertation on Devotion, Spiritual Enlightenment and Yogic disciplines 
in the form of the five Yamas, the five Niyamas and so on 


MATA TAA 

À Pre STA ATT: | 
Ararat area Art et APT AAA R N 

The glorious Lord began again: He 
who is equipped with learning culminating 
in intuition, nay, who has realized the Self 
and does not take his stand on mere logical 
reasoning, should know this world of 
differences (as well as the means of sublating 
it) to be a mere phantom appearing in Me 
and eventually relinquish this knowledge 
too. This is what is technically known by 
the name of Vidwat-Sarnnyasa. (1) 
amade: caret saya daa: | 
aivaraniga Airset wea fra: N R M 

To a man of wisdom | am the only 
beloved; | am recognized to be his goal as 
well as the means of accomplishing it; | am 
his heaven (highest joy) and Moksa (release) 
too; no object other than Me is dear to him. 


(2) 
Wifes: we sd fag 
Wet ias & arava farsa APL 3 1 


Only those whose mind has been 
thoroughly purified through knowledge and 
realization of the Self are able to know My 
supreme state (glory). The man of wisdom 
bears Me up with his knowledge, hence he 
is most beloved to Me. (3) 
wre wat a uamini a 
et pafa at Fah at AHA Gar Ut XU 

Askesis, resorting to sacred places or 
holy waters, the muttering of prayers, charity 
and other purifying disciplines do not 
consummately bring about that perfection 
which is brought by a ray of Knowledge. (4) 
Tare Bled Arca TAA | 
Wafer wat at Rana: N u N 

Therefore, knowing your own self up to 
the stage of realization, O Uddhava, and 
equipped with such knowledge and 
realization and full of Devotion worship Me 
alone, rejecting everything else. (5) 


amaaa mAs sena | 
adaga ni à daa ASTAN G N 


Having worshipped Me, their Inner 
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Controller and Bestower of the fruit of all 
sacrifices, in their own self (heart), sages 
have attained Me alone in the form of highest 
perfection, i.e., final beatitude. (6) 


qaga aaa ferent 


Tassadar | 
WTA a al A fe RI- 
mads Ra Ata HA N Ul 


This threefold modification of Prakrti, in 
the form of the body, the senses and the 
mind that crops up in you, O Uddhava, is 
only an illusion and not real in that it appears 
in the middle like the serpent in a rope, and 
does not exist in the beginning or at the 
end. Hence when these six states in the 
shape of birth etc., viz., birth, existence, 
growth, transformation, decay and death 
befall by turns this psychophysical organism, 
nothing happens (no chang comes) to you, 
the substratum (beyond and unaffected by 
these states). Reverting to the illustration of 
the serpent and the rope, what (the rope) 
persists before the appearance of and 
after the disappearance of a phantom viz., 
the serpent, also exists in the middle. 
(Just as the states through which a serpent 
passes do not affect its substratum, viz., 
the rope, the states of the body do not 
affect you, the substratum of the body). 


(7) 


aadi a REAN N 
Uddhava submitted: Pray, expound in 

a thorough (conclusive) way, O Lord of 
the universe, which is Your own form ! this 
purifying and most ancient (because 
embodied in the dateless Vedas) wisdom, 
coupled with dispassion and intuition, as well 
as the path of Devotion, sought after even 
by the great Brahmā and others. (8) 


ueu 


For a man tormented on all sides with 
the threefold agony (viz., 1—that brought 
about by divine agencies in the form of 
natural calamities, 2—that inflicted by other 
living beings and 3—that arising out of 
bodily distemper or mental disturbance) and 
undergoing intense suffering in the fearful 
path of metempsychosis, O Lord, | find no 
shelter other than the umbrella of Your feet, 
which not only affords protection against 
the scorching sunshine but also showers 
nectar on all sides. (9) 


HATA tl Fo Ul 
Kindly lift up once for all this creature 
fallen deep into this abyss of transmigration 
and bitten by the snake of Death, yet seized 
by the great thirst for trifling delights of 
sense, and soothe me with nectar-like words 
showing the way to Liberation, O Lord 
possessed of immense glory ! (10) 
MATA TAT 
Sera, YT TT ates eiai aT 
AAA: UTS AAT ASJATA 2? Ml 
The glorious Lord replied: Thus did 
King Yudhisthira, who bore no enmity to 
any creature whatsoever, ask this very 
question in the former days of Bhisma, the 
foremost of those devoted to the righteous 
course, pleasing to the Lord, while all of us 
listened. (11) 


Prt amet gl gT: | 
aren erat aes Ue Tease Mt 2° l 


Having heard the exposition of many 
righteous courses—when the internecine 
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war between the Bharatas had come to an 
end—Yudhisthira, distressed over the death 
of his kinsmen, subsequently asked Bhisma 
about the courses of conduct conducive to 
emancipation. (12) 


are Aseen taaga | 


WrATraaM aM SAT ues 

| shall reproduce to you the exposition 
of those righteous courses which was heard 
by Me from the lips of Bhisma of heavenly 
vows, and which is full of precepts on 
spiritual enlightenment, dispassion, intuition, 
faith and Devotion. (13) 


mAN Wet A Tar way aA À 
saa aa an PPTL ex 


Jñāna, spiritual enlightenment, has been 
concluded by Me to be that by which one is 
enabled to perceive the nine, viz., Prakrti or 
primordial Matter, Purusa or the Spirit, Mahat- 
tattva or the principle of cosmic intelligence, 
Ahankara or the cosmic Ego and the five 
Tanmatras or subtle elements, the eleven, 
viz., the five senses of perception, the five 
organs of action and the mind, the five viz., 
the gross elements, and the three categories, 
namely, the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti, 
viz., Sattva or the principle of harmony, 
Rajas or the principle of activity and Tamas 
or the principle of ignorance and inertia 
as permeating all created beings from 
Brahma, the earliest and foremost of all, 
down to the merest blade of grass and 
further perceives the one intelligent principle, 
viz., the Supreme Spirit, running through 
them. (14) 


wade fe fag a ade aA aa! 
Raa aÀ STATA ATTERT I gh UI 


When, however, a man no longer 
perceives as he did before the many 
phenomena as permeated by the one 
reality, viz., Brahma, but sees that one 
reality only, that alone is Vijfiana to be sure. 
In order to perceive this one reality alone, 


he should ponder the coming into existence, 
continuance and dissolution, i.e., the 
transitoriness and hence unreality of the 
many existences constituted of the three 
Gunas. (15) 


Mead E HEA ST FMT FI AATA | 
Weta areata Aca A RG N 


That alone should be concluded to be 
real, which abides at the beginning as well 
as at the end of creation and follows from 
one evolute to another in the middle, and 
again which remains as the residue in the 
process of their involution (return to original 
state). (16) 


aia: wearin wea 
umea Aana A farsa tt 219 N 


Of the many Pramāņas (means of 
cognition) Śruti texts, negating plurality, 
direct perception of an effect being invariably 
produced by a cause, tradition and 
inference—these four are the most 
authoritative. Plurality of substances not 
finding support in the light of these; a 
discerning man realizes the spiritual 
substance permeating all phenomena to be 
the only reality and recoils from diversity in 
the form of this world of matter. (17) 
aii ioie aa | 
Ruaa ugdegenta gea ec N 

Since all ritual acts, which are rewarded 
with heaven are transient, a wise man 
should look upon even the invisible world, 
including the realm of Brahma, the creator, 


as full of misery and perishable like the 
visible. (18) 
aR: Utaren: wero AST 
yara RARA Aah: HT UA gS 1 
The path of Devotion has already been 
delineated by Me. | shall, however, tell you 
once more the royal road to Devotion, since 


you have developed a liking for it, O sinless 
one ! (19) 
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sergeant A a RATI 
qiia a yai AR: a HA N Ro N 
am: Uftaatat naig aT 
ngmga MAYA MAR: N RRI 
Fete a TAT ATTA 
wad a A: PARATA 22 N 
elsia wre a gA T 
Be qi gi Wei ng Aq ad AT: N Bll 
Keenness to hear My nectar-like stories, 
repeated exposition of My stories when 
they have been duly heard, intense devotion 
to My worship, and glorifying Me with songs 
of praise, enthusiasm in doing service to 
Me in the form of sweeping My temple and 
so on, saluting Me with all the eight limbs, 
viz., the head, breast, hands, knees and 
feet, offering much more devoted worship 
to My devotees and looking upon all created 
beings as Myself; directing all the movements 
of one’s body to pursuits intended to propitiate 
Me, e.g., plucking basil leaves and flowers 
etc., for My worship, to utter My praises 
alone with one’s speech, resigning the mind 
to Me, and giving up all one’s desires; 
spurning for My sake in order to be able 
to carry on My adoration uninterruptedly, 
wealth as well as the means of enjoyment 
(luxuries) and self-gratification, all of which 
generally interfere with Devotion, and 
undertaking sacrificial | performances, 
practising charity, offering oblations into the 
sacred fire, muttering prayers, observing 
fasts and other sacred vows and other 
austerities in the form of undergoing 
hardships sanctioned by the Sastras, done 
for My sake—all these are stepping-stones 
to Devotion. (20—23) 


wa Ahea RAET 

na aA Rn: asese tt Bs tt 
Devotion to Me, consisting of all- 

absorbing love for Me, the reward of all 

spiritual endeavours, develops by following 

such righteous courses, in the heart of men 


who dedicate to My service their Very self 
in the shape of their psychophysical Organism 
as well as all that is connected with it, O 
Uddhava ! What other object remains for 
such a devotee to be accomplished? In 
other words, all his objects are accomplished, 
as a matter of course, through Devotion 
alone. (24) 
aasal Fart vied erase | 
ed am amada uid ae N 
When the mind, equipped with Sattva 
and, therefore, tranquil, is devoted to Me, 
man automatically acquires piety, wisdom 
coupled with dispassion and divine powers. 


(25) 
aai aq facet shea: afterata 
Tract maa Fart fates ferrari 26 11 

When, however, the aforesaid mind is 
set on various objects (the body, dwelling 
etc.), it wanders alongwith the senses and 
gets all the more stained with Rajas and 
addicted to evil and then know it for certain 
that a man develops the reverse of 
piety etc., viz., unrighteousness, ignorance, 
passion and lack of divinity. (26) 


a Taha Weal a ATA | 
Treat Amay gA: tt 291! 
That alone which engenders devotion 
to Me is extolled in the scriptures as Dharma 
(piety); that alone which enables one to 
perceive unity everywhere is glorified as 
wisdom; a distaste for the pleasures of 
sense is spoken highly of as dispassion 
and mystic powers (such as the capacity to 
assume the size of an atom) are extolled as 
divine powers. (27) 


_ 3ga SAT 

aa: afafaer: diet Haat atest | 

T: VA: BHT SA: GOT car AA effet: WT Mt VS I 
Uddhava submitted: Of how many 


varieties is Yama (self-control) declared to 
consist and of how many types is Niyama 
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(self-discipline) declared to be, O Chastiser 
of foes? What is Sama? What does Dama 
consist of, O Enchanter of beings? What is 
the definition of Titiksa and what is firmness, 
O Lord? (28) 
fe ari fem au: vite fee eae | 
CRT: feb TS HY A: HT PRATT N 22 N 
What is charity? What is Tapas? What 
is valour? What is truthfulness and what is 
called by the name of Rta? What is known 
as Tyaga? What is the esteemed wealth? 


What is Yajfia and what goes by the name 
of Daksina? (29) 
Ue: fhaa act sitar seit uya ahaa 1 
wal fae at: Ter ear oft: fe PE SSAA AN 30 tt 
What is the strength of men, O glorious 
One? What is fortune and what is the gain, 
O Ruler even of Brahma and Siva? What is 
supreme wisdom? What is Hri? What is 
adornment? What is happiness and what is 
misery? (30) 
R: Ulver: HPS TE: R: WM TTA T: | 
R: Tat ee: R: Fea aT oreo fe TEAL Bk 1 
Who is a man of erudition and who is a 
fool? What is the path of virtue and what is 
the wrong way? What is heaven? What is 
hell? Who is a friend and what is the home? 
(31) 
R AEA: Hl SAA AT PAT: TH: H SPAT: | 
Tar Wer Aa oe faaara Bead 32M 
Who is opulent and who is a destitute? 
Who is pitiable and who is the master of his 
self? Pray, answer these questions of mine 
and also define the contraries of what has 
been asked, O Protector of the virtuous? 
(32) 


MATA TAA 
ate weed | sera: | 
Sifter gered a at et TTT 33 N 
itt aera am: gss A AeA | 
tated unter gerri ax 


wa am: abr sdg ET: | 
Garrats sare gett feu sy u 


The glorious Lord replied: 
Harmlessness, uttering only that which is 
wholesome, agreeable and true, non-thieving, 
absence of attachment, modesty, non- 
accumulation of possessions, faith, chastity, 
silence, firmness of resolve, forgiveness and 
fearlessness, bodily cleanliness and mental 
purity, muttering the Gayatri and other sacred 
texts, austerity, pouring oblations into the 
sacred fire, reverence for true religion, 
hospitality and offering worship to Me; visiting 
sacred places, working for the benefit of 
others, contentment and service to the 
preceptor, these have been declared to be 
the twelve Yamas and the twelve Niyamas 
divided into two separate verses. Carried into 
practice they positively yield fruit in the shape 
Of final beatitude or worldly prosperity according 
to the desire of men, O dear one! (33—35) 


wat afro ada shea: | 
fatter great Rre aft: N 36 N 


Sama is dependence of the intellect on 
Me; Dama consists in control of the senses. 
Titiksa consists in calmly enduring suffering, 
and firmness in completely controlling the 
palate and the sex. (36) 


SOSA: UC St TATA: BATA | 
waar: vit wet a AHERN 30 N 
Forswearing enmity towards the entire 
creation is the highest form of charity; Tapas 
has been declared to consist in abandoning 
luxuries of all kinds. Valour consists in curbing 
one’s natural propensities or cravings and 
truthfulness consists in perceiving unity in 
the form of Brahma everywhere. (37) 
wad A Ae arent paR: aR | 
aT: pii AMT: Gs Sea N Be N 
Rta has been declared by the wise as 
consisting in truthful and agreeable speech. 


Sauca (which is a variety of Tyaga when 
construed in the sense of shaking off impurity) 
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consists in absence of attachment to one’s 
actions; while Tyaga is declared as 
consisting of renouncing the world and 
entering the order of Sarmnyasa. (38) 
at ge ert JOT AASE WAT: | 
SAO AAT: WTA: UL ATM 3 N 
Righteousness is the esteemed wealth 
of men; Myself, the supreme Lord, am 
the Yajfia, which should accordingly be 
performed as identical with Myself and not 
as a dry ritual. Daksina or gift made at a 
sacrifice, consists in service to the preceptor, 
which induces the preceptor to impart 
wisdom. Pranayama, control of breath, is 
the supreme strength inasmuch as it is 
helpful in curbing the mind, which is so 
difficult to curb. (39) 


WMATA Ua Val As ERETT: | 
frens scat Rare SET SHAT ll ¥o N 


My divine state consisting of the six 
attributes of lordship, piety, glory, affluence, 
wisdom and dispassion, each in its fullest 
measure is real fortune and Devotion to Me 
is the highest gain. Wisdom consists in 
sublating diversity appearing in the Self 
and Hri is shrinking from prohibited acts. 


(40) 

sitter Adgaren: FST Bara: | 
SS MSTA ose eNA Mt SF N 
Adornment consists in virtues like 
desirelessness; happiness consists in rising 
above joys and sorrows and misery lies in 
seeking gratification through enjoyment; a 
man of erudition is he who knows what is 
bondage and what is liberation. (41) 


Tat eaf: wen ara: PJA: | 
saaa: Tat: ATONE: 2 N 


The fool is he who looks upon the body 
as his Self and that connected with it as his; 
that which leads to My realization, the path 
of renunciation, has been declared to be the 
path of virtue and the path of worldly activity, 
which distracts the mind, is the wrong one; 
predominance of Sattvaguna is heaven. 


(42) 
Tait eie WAI 


Te TN m e BST TATA N 3 N 

Preponderance of Tamoguna is hell. 
The preceptor is one’s true friend and he is 
no other than Me, the teacher of the entire 
universe, O friend! The human body is the 
true habitation. He alone who abounds in 
virtues is said to be opulent. (43) 


aha seas: Huon AS RAA: | 
praami yore facia: sx i 


Destitute is he who is discontented; he 
(alone) is pitiable, who has not been able to 
control his senses. He is the master of his 
self, whose mind is not attached to the 
objects of sense; and he who is attached to 
the pleasures of sense is the opposite of a 
master, i.e., a slave. (44) 


Ua sga a WET: Ta Grey Fret: | 
fe afi aga Meret TOAT: | 
pegi praa NTA: N st Il 


These questions of yours have all been 
duly answered. What is to be gained by 
elaborate discussions? The definition of good 
and evil in a nutshell is as follows. To direct 
one’s eyes to the virtues and faults of others 
is evil, while virtue lies in developing a 
disposition entirely free from the habit of 
seeing the merits and demerits of others, (0) 
Uddhava ! (45) 


ga daarna AIÀ MAEA GRIIS a HAMS ATAT: I S N 


Thus ends the nineteenth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


1 oa 


TA Tayi seara: 
Discourse XX 
JAhanayoga, Karmayoga and Bhaktiyoga analysed 


SEF FATT 


aira uara Frat avers 31 
adaa Wot sre a ato N g N 
Uddhava submitted : The command of 
the almighty Lord, viz., Yourself, which 
goes by the name of Veda, consists of 
both injunctions and interdictions, and 
thus takes into account the good and evil 
nature of actions as determined by their 
good and evil consequences, O lotus-eyed 
One! (1) 
anisa a ular | 
Fae eet AAT TNH 
The Veda further cognizes the distinction 
of the Varnas and Asramas based on their 
virtues and faults; the merits and demerits 
of those born in the irregular course (of the 
union of a man of a lower order with a 
woman of a higher grade) and those regularly 
born (of the union of a man of a higher 
order with a woman of lower grade); the 
substance, place, age and time suitable or 
otherwise for a sacrifice as well as the 
existence of heaven and hell attained as a 
result of virtuous and sinful actions. (2) 


mordan Tara 
Ri wet gi Paaa N 3 N 
How can Your word in the form of the 
Vedas, consisting as it does of injunctions 
and interdictions, lead to final beatitude 
without taking into consideration the 
distinction of good and bad actions? (3) 


Agagi Ara | 
Sess mere si 
Your word in the form of Veda is the 
excellent eye possessed by the manes, 
gods and human beings, enabling them to 


obtain insight into the unseen purpose of 
life, viz., final beatitude, heavenly bliss and 
so on, as well as into the end to be attained 
in this very life and the means of attaining 
it, O almighty Lord! (4) 


yeaa a fe wa: 
Amaea fuer sft = wen 


Knowledge of the distinction between 
good and evil is derived from Your 
command (the Veda), and not by itself. 
And it is by Your word alone that this 
distinction is negatived. This obviously causes 
bewilderment in my mind. Be pleased to set 
it at rest. (5) 


MATA TAA 

STA TM Wet Aut Afa | 
ar a a ube ara ashe ara lt S 1 

The glorious Lord replied: Three Yogas 
(disciplines or paths) in the shape of 
spiritual enlightenment, disinterested action 
and Devotion have been taught by Me in 
the sections of the Veda treating of Brahma, 
ritual acts and worship of gods respectively, 
with intent to ensure the highest good of 
men in the shape of Liberation. No other 
way is found anywhere in the scriptures. 


(6) 
Piacoa aranit eRe antag 
qana aerated HATA N 


Out of these the path of Jfiana is 
efficacious for those who have lost all 
charm for the fruit of ritual acts, considering 
it to be full of sorrow, and accordingly 
abandon such acts; whereas the path of 
Action is effectual for those who hanker 
after their fruit and whose mind has not, 
therefore, recoiled from such acts as full of 
sorrow. (7) 
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AEST AH Mal AAT A: TAL 
a fifgoutt areal Hiatt see fga: utc N 


To the man, however, in whom has 
sprouted by some stroke of good fortune a 
zeal for hearing My stories and chanting My 
name etc., and who is neither disgusted 
with the pleasures of sense nor deeply 
attached to them, the path of Devotion 
brings success in the form of God-Realization. 

(8) 
aad Haier pata a Afaa area | 
WHUAATIaT GT Megl AAT BAAN S N 


A man should continue to do his duties 
enjoined upon him by the Sastras—whether 
of an obligatory nature or those of an 
occasional type, so long as he does not get 
disgusted with the pleasures of sense or so 
long as keenness does not appear in him 
for listening to My stories etc. (9) 


Tae US GAM aT Sa | 
a ata Caan GIA WATT go N 


Aman adhering to his course of conduct 
and propitiating Me through sacrificial 
performances, but never hankering for their 
fruit, O Uddhava, neither ascends to heaven 
nor goes down to perdition unless he 


perpetrates a prohibited act. (10) 
aiea ada: erR: Ver: | 
aM agaa ait at Ages N R N 


Nay, continuing in this body and sticking 
to his own righteous course, abstaining from 
sin and thus purged of all impurities in the 
shape of attachment etc., he automatically 
attains pure wisdom in the form of Self- 
Realization or even devotion to Me (which 
is superior to Self-Realization) by My grace. 

(11) 
Tatton saaftrata itch PRAN t 


mah AAV ANAS ATATAH AN V2 I 


In the same way as the denizens of 
hell and heavenly beings too covet an abode 
in this world, which is favourable for the 


attainment of wisdom and Devotion both 
whereas both the aforesaid realms Ate 
unhelpful to it. (12) 


aa: i nidan at araga: | 
Aa Ah a Hiata Saag TERA N 23 1 
A wise man should not long for heaven 
any more than he should for hell; nor should 
he long even for being reborn in this world 
as a human being. For through attachment 
to a particular body one generally neglects 
one’s true interests. (13) 


Uae aga OT Faas Wed R: | 
aga gi area nera AARET 2% N 


Alive to this truth, he should diligently 
strive for Liberation (lit, cessation of 
transmigration) before death overtakes him, 
knowing this body to be mortal, though 
helpful to the attainment of his goal. (14) 
Bami aia: pats ARA 
TEM: AAA A A ATE: I g4 N 

A bird which is unattached to its abode, 
surely attains happiness on abandoning its 
abode in the form of the tree on which it 
has built its nest, which is being cut down 
by these agents of Death. (15) 
seo ens sg ATATA: | 
qain: ut aga Frig sree N RA N 

Shuddering with fear to perceive his life 
being cut short by the passage of days 
and nights, and free from attachment, the 
man who has no desire, likewise attains 
everlasting peace on realizing the Supreme. 

(16 


GEIRG TAN auaaita 
O ymaa RAE START It 89" 
That man undoubtedly kills his soul 
(brings about his own spiritual degradation): 
who—having secured the exceptionally fi 


vessel of a human body, the source Of all 
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blessings and, therefore, a most rare boon, 
yet easily obtained without any effort by the 
grace of God and piloted by an expert 
helmsman in the form of a preceptor and 
propelled by a favourable wind in the shape 
of Myself, nevertheless fails to cross the 
ocean of mundane existence. (17) 


aars A Afa fare: Gaara: | 
AAT APT mÀ AA: eeu 


When, however, a man feels averse to 
all actions, realizing their being attended 
with evils of various kinds, and disgusted 
with their fruit as a source of attachment 
and consequently of misery, a Yogi should 
after fully controlling his senses try to 
concentrate his mind so as to make it 
steady through repeated effort at turning it 
towards the Self. (18) 


aioi TAT ate aaga tray | 
AAS APTA AAU Ve N 


When, even while it is being focussed 
on the Self, it soon begins to wander due to 
its habitual vagrancy and becomes unsteady 
again, one should be on his alert and bring 
it back under his control by recourse to the 
method of conciliation in the form of granting 
it a little freedom. (19) 


win + aaao faa: | 
Wada Gaga AT WMATA TAL Roll 
Once it has been brought under control 
again, he should never allow its movements 
to go unnoticed and, having controlled his 
breath and conquered his senses, should 
reduce his mind to subjection by means of 
his intellect enriched with Sattva. (20) 
Wes wa anit ware: He: wa: | 
Rata gA AR VV 
Just as he who seeks to secure the 
Obedience of a horse that has yet to be 
broken succeeds in taming it only by following 


its will to some extent in the beginning, 
repeatedly winning over the mind by recourse 
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to the method of conciliation as aforesaid, 
has been declared to be a ladder to the 
highest Yoga. (21) 
wer adaa wfaciareraa: | 
Vaasa Aad Wetafa i 22 1 
With a clear knowledge of the ultimate 
principles enumerated by the Sankhya 
system of philosophy, he should constantly 
contemplate in the order of creation the 
evolution, and in the reverse order the 
involution, of all categories from Mahat- 
tattva down to his own body till his mind 
becomes still. (22) 


Afoa farmed geena: | 
Teed SRI Paracas Pace tt 23 I 


The mind of a man averse to worldly 
activity of various kinds, disgusted with the 
pleasures of this world as well as of the 
next and ruminating on what has been 
taught by his preceptor gives up its 
wickedness in the form of attachment to the 
pleasures of sense by repeatedly dwelling 
upon what has already been ruminated upon 
by him viz., the teachings of his preceptor. 

(23) 
amaaa a faer 
amata mA GRA: 1 2 


The mind should dwell on the Supreme 
Spirit (the only object worthy of thought) 
through Yama, self-control, and other Yogic 
processes, through right knowledge in the 
form of an inquiry into the essential unity of 
the individual soul and the Supreme Spirit 
or through worship of My image or other 
representation worthy of adoration, but never 
by other methods. (24) 


aR ata wares anit a fener 
arma RA ART PAN N 
If a Yogi ever commits through error a 
reproachful act, although ordinarily there is 
little chance of his doing so, he should burn 
that sin by recourse to Yoga alone in the 
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form of repeated effort at Self-Realization, 
contemplation on Me or chanting of the 
Divine Name etc. and should never resort 
to any other act, such as penance, in such 
circumstances. (25) 


wa astra a Frat a r: Rata: I 
SAT We Fras: sa: | 
paama TAT AEAT N RG II 


That alone which is known as strict 
adherence to one’s own individual course 
has been extolled as a virtue. By making 
such demarcation of virtue and fault, 
restriction has been imposed on actions, 
which are all impure by origin and that too 
with the intention of enabling one to shake 
off attachments to the pleasures of sense. 


(26) 

smarem Ng Af: adtaatg | 
g RLR RAAS: Ut R9 Ul 

adt wsta ni a: age: | 
FOTO A HUA SATA TET N 2S Ul 
He who has reverence for My stories 
developed in his heart and has lost every 
charm for all activities (but not for their 
rewards) and, though recognizing the 
pleasures of sense to consist of sorrow 
(alone) is yet unable to relinquish them, 
should, therefore, lovingly worship Me by 
means of hearing and chanting My names 
and stories etc., full of faith and firm in 
his conviction that everything will be 
accomplished through Devotion alone and 
enjoying those pleasures while condemning 
them as attended with misery. (27-28) 


Great aba aA area: | 
HIT CAAT Aad AS AA Ble Feta i Ve N 


All the cravings embedded in the heart 
of the sage constantly worshipping Me 
through the discipline of Devotion as already 
taught (in verses 20—23 of Discourse XIX 
above) disappear, | being present in his 
heart. (29) 


fra gaor adder: | 
efor area patton aa ges Raana i 30 1) 


The knot in the shape of the ego-sense 
in his heart is broken, all his doubts get 
resolved and the entire stock of his Karma 
is exhausted the moment |, the Soul of the 
universe, am realized. (30) 


TEATS HTH APT À AEA: | 
AW Aa Sued Wea: Na Af 38 1 
Therefore, for the Yogi who is full of 
devotion to Me and has his mind fixed on 
Me, neither Jfiana (spiritual enlightenment) 
nor even Vairagya (dispassion) is generally 
conducive to blessedness in this world. (31) 
aq afer aaa TA 
arr ma srarfarftatefrn 32 
Wa ngA Wael ANASA 
vantuert teeth heifers ate arose it 33 1 
By recourse to the discipline of devotion 
to Me My devotee easily attains all that can 
be had through actions (enjoined by the 
Vedas), that which is obtained through 
askesis, nay, that which is secured by means 
of spiritual enlightenment and dispassion, 
practice of Yoga, piety in the form of liberality 
as well as by recourse to other means of 
attaining blessedness such as undertaking 
a pilgrimage to sacred places and observing 
fasts etc.—heaven, final beatitude Or 
residence in My realm if he so desires on 
any account. (32-33) 


afifa Beret efter n da AF | 
areata war aad haragian 3Y 
As a matter of fact, pious men of wisdom 
exclusively devoted to Me seek nothing, not 
even final beatitude characterized by freedom 
from rebirth, though conferred by Me. (34) 
Artest out mg: ANTTIA 
men nae À aa! 8 ll 
The wise declare desirelessness to be 
the greatest and most efficacious WY 
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final beatitude. Therefore, devotion to Me 
falls to his lot alone who does not seek— 
much less solicit—anything else. (35) 


FATT TUT: | 

ae Catt Fs: ATT A 3 N 
Virtue and sin, resulting from good and 

evil, do not attach to pious souls, free from 


likes and dislikes, that are even-minded and 
exclusively devoted to Me and have 
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accordingly attained to Me, who stand beyond 
reason. (36) 


tAm HAMS saeara A Te: | 

Ai fafa uaa ae Tel UTA fag: 11 319 
Those who follow in the aforesaid manner 

the paths shown by Me as leading to Me 

attain to My realm, which is free from fear of 

death etc., and realize that which is known 

as the supreme Brahma. (37) 


sta IEAA me AEE GRTIQEERE À FS EATT: N 20 I 
Thus ends the twentieth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


senfayitseanra: 
Discourse XXI 


The process of determining what is good and what is evil and 
the secret underlying it 


MATA TATA 

UA RAN fear aaa | 
ar Haat: Worst: TERT a g N 

The glorious Lord began again: 
Abandoning the aforesaid paths leading to 
Me, consisting of Devotion, spiritual 
enlightenment and disinterested action, 
they who enjoy the trifling pleasures of 


sense with their fickle senses undergo 
transmigration. (1) 


A Asr ot Fret a TUT: Ufa: | 
fara dra: eA AFTA: N R 


What goes by the name of devotion to 
one’s own duty has been proclaimed to be 
a virtue. The contrary of it, viz., devotion to 
another’s duty, however, is a fault. Such is 
the conclusion about the nature of both, 
Virtue and fault. (2) 


waa faite wart aq 
Fare fafafa qorerat g it 3 1 


Purity and impurity (fitness for use or 
otherwise), virtue and fault (goodness or 
otherwise) and good and evil consequences 
are determined in regard to homogeneous 
substances in order to regulate one’s natural 
proneness to betake oneself to a particular 
substance, by creating a doubt in one’s 
mind about it. (3) 


aii n aAA are 
gAs nassa iget ary 
Of these, purity and impurity are 
determined for the purpose of knowing the 
righteous way as distinguished from the 
unrighteous; virtue and fault are defined in 
order to regulate usage (what is intrinsically 
good is used, in exceptional cases 
notwithstanding its impurity); and good and 
evil consequences are determined in order 
to enable one to make one’s living (one is 
permitted to use an impure substance in 
exceptional circumstances only to the extent 
necessary for maintaining one’s existence), 
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O sinless one! Such a course of conduct 
has been shown by Me in the form of Manu 
and other divine Law-givers for men bearing 
the responsibility of upholding the cause of 
virtue. (4) 
YR ATA WT TA: | 
STARA MITT ATTA: WG N 
Earth, water, fire, the air and ether— 
these five elements coupled with the Self 
(Spirit) enter into the constitution of the 
bodies of all created beings from Brahma, 
the foremost of created beings, down to the 
immobile creation, the plant or vegetable 
kingdom, the lowest species of life. That is 
to say, all created beings are one in point of 
the material stuff of which they are constituted 
as well as in point of their Jivahood or 
spiritual essence. (5) 


aaa menh ai aaa 
Mea He A careless ll S Ul 


Yet in order to enable these creatures, 
by regulating their activity, to attain their 
purpose of life in the form of Dharma or 
religious merit, Artha or material possessions, 
Kama or gratification of the senses and 
Moksa or final beatitude, diverse names 
and forms viz., Brahmana, Ksatriya and so 
on are invented by the Vedas with reference 
to the bodies though made up of the same 
substance, O Uddhava! (6) 
aware seat AA AAAI 
pA fasitaa ram fe afore 


In order, however, to regulate the 


activities of created beings, goodness and 
otherwise are attributed by Me in the form of 
the Vedas even to entities like space 
and time, including the fruit and motive of 
actions, as well as those qualified for various 
types of actions, nay, to substances, O 
most noble one! (7) 


APOE aA AT | 
PUTA i IKAI 


Of all tracts of land, that which is 
untrodden by the black deer is unholy, 
more so that which is lacking in devotion to 
the Brāhmanas. Even that which is hallowed 
by the presence of the black deer is unholy 
if destitute of righteous men. The tract known 
by the name of Kikata, comprising the 
territories of Anga, Vanga and Kalinga’, 
roughly corresponding to the modern district 
of Bhagalpur in Bihar and the states of 
Bengal and Utkala, is unholy if not inhabited 
by good men.? The land mostly inhabited by 
Mlecchas? and barren land too is likewise 
unholy. (8) 


BUA TOA Ale FAA: Ad Ta aT! 
aat frada ad a AAs: ya: N SN 


A period of time which is fit for the 
performance of righteous actions, from the 
point of view of adequate supply of requisite 
articles or by itself, is valuable from that 
point of view; whereas a period of time in 
which a sacred rite, already commenced, 
has to be abandoned for scarcity of requisite 
materials or political upheaval and, even 
so, that which is declared as unifit for any 


wo ee ne 


1. A Smrti text says: 


agagatagy drem a ctearai fet wear qa: aera N 
Do “One travelling in the territories of Anga, Vanga and Kalinga, Saurastra and Magadha, except on â 
pilgrimage, deserves to undergo the rite of investiture with the sacred thread once more.” 


2. 8a yad te: aed aa feat 


‘That land indeed is most holy where resides a noble and deserving person!” 
3. In the Baudhayana-Smrti a Mleccha has been characterized as follows: 
Amina aq fae ag ured naim aa teres seafueitad u 
“He is called a Mleccha, who eats the bovine flesh, speaks much that is self-contradictory 304 ig 


destitute of all good conduct.” 
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religious rite due to impurity occasioned by 
the death of a blood relation or other near 
relative or childbirth in one’s own house or 


family is impure. (9) 
FAS Wat A FATT SA aT 
PANU HTT HEATET N Qo N 
VAATMAMAT TM ATG ST ASA | 


art att fe Ger era: N gg 1 


The purity and impurity of a substance 
are brought about by another substance as 
well as by the word of mouth of a Brahmana, 
by a purificatory process and otherwise, 
nay, by flux of time* and by largeness and 
smallness of area respectively (as in the 
case of a tank polluted by the touch of a 
low-born person), by physical fitness and 
otherwise or by knowledge and the affluent 
circumstances or otherwise of the individual 
concerned. Nay, the sin which the 
aforementioned agencies of pollution bring 
to a soul by polluting a substance really do 
so only according to the local conditions 
and other circumstances of the individual 
concerned. (10-11) 
wader TAART | 
aeara AA: ma aA: 1 gR N 

The purity of food-grains, articles of 
wood, bones (such as ivory) and textiles, 
savoury substances such as milk, ghee and 
honey, metals (especially gold), hides and 
Skins and earthen substances is brought 
about by passage of time, the air, fire, earth 
and water jointly or severally. (12) 
adak ag AA mei at arde | 
wat up mer r maA ni g3 N 

That by recourse to which an article 
such as a stool, household utensil or cloth 


* A Smrti text says: 
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smeared with an impure substance sheds 
its foul smell and impure coating and returns 
to its natural state is intended to be its 
purifier. (13) 


PTET SAC ESEE a lka HE 
H A: Vitel Weg: HAAS EA: YX N 


The purity of a doer prompted by the 
ego-sense is brought about by bathing, 
munificence, askesis, age (prescribed for a 
certain act), strength, purificatory rites such 
as investiture with the sacred thread and 
righteous acts like the saying of Sandhya 
prayers and above all by remembering Me. 
A member of the twice-born classes, or 
even a Sudra for that matter, should proceed 
to do his duty only when purified by these. 

(14) 
Tae a Ua adgfgedor | 
ad: ward wefinenieg face: eu tl 

The purity of a Mantra (sacred formula) 
is brought about by learning it properly from 
a qualified man and the purity of an act lies 
in dedicating it to Me. Religious merit is 
acquired through the purity of the aforesaid 
factors (place, time, substance, agent, sacred 
formula and righteous act enumerated in 
the foregoing verses); while the reverse, 
i.e., their impurity, makes for unrighteousness. 

(15) 
aafaa isà aa: wary atest faf AUT: | 
Tenia aan gS N 


In some cases even a virtue turns out 

to be a fault and vice versa in the light of a 
scriptural ordinance. In this way, the scriptural 
ordinance determining the goodness or 
otherwise of a particular object cuts at the 
root of the distinction of good and bad itself. 
(16) 


wale Ah ore aed q rete fe stearet cent wana: ffA 
“Rain water collected in a reservoir such as a tank during the rains can be used (for drinking and 
other Purposes). Of course, it should be avoided for three days (so that the impurities that may have flowed 
into it from the catchment area may settle down in the meantime). At other times one should wait for ten 
days; then only purity is ordained to have been brought about.” 
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amana Ulta A Ud! 
attcaferant TUT: AA A PATA: UIAA: Ut 9 N 
In the case of those already fallen in 
social rank or morals, the perpetration of an 
act similar to that which is sinful for others 
(not so fallen) is not further degrading. 
Similarly sexual intercourse with one’s 
lawfully wedded wife during the days 
permitted* by the Sastras, when already 
agreed upon, is a virtue, although it is a sin 
in the case of a recluse; for a person 
already lying on the ground has no chance 
of a further fall. (17) 


w adt frada aga ade: | 

WH ait FOr aA: RAET: N Ve N 
A man is rid of attachment for each of 

those objects and actions from which he 

desists. This righteous course (in the shape 


of detachment) is salutary for men and 
dispels their grief, infatuation and fear. (18) 
fda MOTTA GR: TET HT | 
UAT VAL HMA: TATA HCTIUIL MF N 
From our misconception regarding the 
goodness (agreeability) of an object springs 
up attachment to it in man. From attachment 
follows the desire to possess it and from 
desire alone ensues quarrel among men as 


a sequel to such desire being thwarted by 
someone. (19) 


padia: meea | 
AAT TTA PATA AA FAT It Ro N 
From quarrel proceeds anger, which is 
difficult to restrain; infatuation follows anger 
and by infatuation is soon obscured man’s 
all-penetrating judgment, i.e., distinguishing 
right from wrong. (20) 
aa faga: Arent Seq: VAT Heat | 
AAS CTA GT PIT RAT STN R N 
* A Sruti text says : 


ett rage" 


Deprived of judgment, O good one, a 
living being (man) is as good as a non- 
entity. The very purpose of life of such an 
almost unconscious and dead man is 
consequently defeated. (21) 


farnfurasm wear aq Am! 
qaia wey cad ers A: FATT 22 1 


Due to excessive attachment and longing 
for the pleasures of sense he who knows 
neither himself nor the Supreme lives in 
vain as if unconscious, like a tree and 
breathes like the bellows, is as good as 
dead for all practical purposes. (22) 


wafaa Fo A at Test wy 
Aaa wre aa YaST | 23 Ul 


Such a promise of reward in the shape 
of heaven etc., contained in the Vedas as 
for example ‘ertani ma —One aspiring for 
heaven should perform sacrifices like 
Aégwamedha, does not point out the way to 
blessedness but is put forward only in order 
to create in the mind of men (externally 
inclined) a taste for ritual acts as introductory 
to an exposition of final beatitude, even as 
before administering a dose of bitter medicine 
to a stubborn child a sweet promise is 
made by parents just in order to prevail 
upon the child to take the dose. (23) 


varia fe arg wg easy a! 
TAHA eat AANRY) BS Il 


Indeed, mortals naturally have their mind 
attached to objects of desire such as wealth, 
cattle etc., to their life including their sense- 
organs, vitality, virility etc., as well as to 
their own people (progeny, wife and so on), 
even though they are ultimate sources of 
misery (bondage) to the Self. (24 


a artage: mei e gna | 
Fig Ag aie fare eT: 1 34 l 


“One should copulate with one's wedded wife during the sixteen nights following the period of 


menstruation.” 
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How could the all-knowing Veda direct 
such men—blind to their real interests and 
yet devout (convinced about the infallibility 
of the Vedas) and wandering as a reward of 
their sacrificial performances in the path of 
enjoyment the superhuman species of life— 
the state of gods and other heavenly beings 
and then entering (as a punishment for 
their cruelty to animals in the course of 
those sacrificial performances) the inanimate 
forms of life such as the plant kingdom— 
once more to those very enjoyments (through 
such texts as: ‘uga asta’, ‘onaf 
asia’, qaam astt’—One desirous of cattle, 
one desirous of longevity, sound organs 
etc., and one desirous of progeny, wife 
and so on should undertake sacrificial 
performances)? (25) 


Wa aati Aaaama page: | 
west Haat a aaa aaefa feu Rg N 
Not knowing such intention of the Vedas, 
some misguided people, the advocates of 
Karma or ritual acts, interpret the promises 
contained in the Vedas of fruit in the shape 
of final beatitude as offering blossoms in 
the shape of heavenly enjoyment. But not 
so the knowers of the real import of the 


Vedas, i.e., sage Vyasa and other sages, 
indeed. (26) 


RIA: POUT HEM: TAG Hoga: | 
aRar aa: Fa ches a farsa a R N 


Men seeking pleasures of sense and 
therefore ever miserable, grasping, mistaking 
the enjoyments of heaven, which are like so 
many flowers, as the supreme fruit of 
human endeavour, confounded by their 
excessive attachment to ritual acts in which 
the sacred fire plays a prominent part and 
finding the Path of Smoke at the end of 
their life, are not able to realize their own 
Self. (27) 


Wd unin wha gei a sé aa: | 
SAT WMATA Ba AEREA: tt Ve N 


With ritual acts as the only theme of 
their talks and intent on gratifying their flesh, 
they are unable to know Me, though present 
in their heart—Me, who am this universe 
and from whom this universe has sprung 
up—any more than those whose eyes are 
bedimmed by mist are able to recognize 
even that which is close at hand, O dear 
Uddhava ! (28) 
a a naaa A ferret: | 
fears ale We: MAS AA Wa A ASAT BE N 
Raen aes): UU: TAT | 
Usd cae at: Fraga Get: I 3o N 

Not knowing My opinion—which is not 
quite apparent, and which is to the effect 
that if one has a passion for destruction of 
life, it should be restricted to sacrificial 
performances only, and that there is no 
scriptural ordinance making it obligatory on 
us—those wicked men indulging in 
destruction of life as a pastime and with 
their mind set on the pleasures of sense 
worship the gods as well as the manes and 
the rulers of evil spirits through sacrificial 
performances carried on by means of animals 
slaughtered with the desire of gratifying 
themselves. (29-30) 
rary Aa AT 
aAa ae dara ara a ators 1 Bg N 

Picturing to their mind the other world— 
which is evanescent like the objects seen in 
a dream and a source of misery, though 
delightful to the ear—and the blessings 
sought for in this world, they part with 
their earnings (expend them on sacrificial 
performance etc.), even as a merchant would 
stake his hard-earned fortune in the hope of 
gaining more. (31) 


maaa | TUT: | 
TAA SRS CATS A AST AP Ut 32 


Rooted in Rajas, Sattva and Tamas, 
they worship gods etc., Indra being the 
chief of them—who, likewise, take delight in 
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Sattva, Rajas and Tamas—and not so 
devotedly in Myself, who stand beyond the 
three Gunas. (32) 
seas tam asta tere fafa 
TAA FS YATE AAT Aare: Ut 33 Ul 
They indulge in the fond hope that, 
having worshipped the gods through 
sacrifices in their earthly career, they will 
ascend to heaven and revel there, and at 
the end of such enjoyment in heaven will be 
born again in the terrestrial region of a high 
pedigree and be great householders living 
in stately mansions. (33) 
We yian ATA SATA TAT JOT | 
mmi afc grat A Vere BX N 
Even the talk bearing on Me does not 
find favour with the egotistic and highly 
arrogant men who have their mind distracted 
thus by seemingly flowery promises contained 
in the Vedas. (34) 


Aa aeaaeae SF 
wga FAIA: Tat AA A ATALI Bu Il 


These Vedas dealing with the three 
departments, viz., ritual acts, the worship of 
gods and Brahma-Realization, teach as a 
matter of fact the truth that Brahma alone 
constitutes the Self of us all. The Vedic 
texts, however, as well as their seers convey 
their meaning only indirectly and hence it is 
not manifest to all at first sight and such 
indirect mode of teaching alone is dear to 
Me as well, inasmuch as the pure-hearted 
alone can grasp the real spirit, the generality 
of men being liable to misunderstand it and 
be led astray. (35) 


were Agate wot 

amat TS faa AAAI 3S UI 
The meaning of the Veda, which is 

Brahma manifested in the form of word, is 


most difficult to understand, consisting as it 
does of the vital air (the Para stage of 
speech), the mind (the Pasyanti stage 
residing in the Anahata Cakra, including the 
Madhyama stage, consisting of Buddhi or 
the intellect and residing in the Maniptra 
Cakra located in the heart) and the organ of 
speech (the Vaikhari state). As consisting 
of the Cosmic Prana, it is endless in point 
of time and limitless in space, profound 
(obscure) and difficult to fathom like the 
ocean. (36) 


mAn yet Teoh 
aay ardor aAa cat ll BON 


Presided over by Me—the infinite 
Brahma, possessed of endless potencies— 
the said Veda is perceived by the wise 
in the form of the Anahata sound in all 
created beings as the fibre in a lotus stalk. 

(37) 


aainfeguiggrt JET 
TTI NTA TTT AAT CAPT ATUTT N BS N 
gamd: Mea WY; 
aiana afaa AAT N 3S Ul 
fahren SAER: | 
amami ged gena LAAN ¥o Ul 


Even as a spider sends forth the 
cobweb from its heart through its mouth, 
the Lord in the form of Hiranyagarbha 
working through the vital air, essentially 
blissful, and appearing in the form of Veda, 
with the material of Anahata sound evolves 
from the cavity of the heart through the 
mind, which conceives the various sounds 
represented by the letters of the alphabet, 
the Vaikhari form of speech—flowing in 4 
thousand channels and embellished with 
the articulate sounds represented by the 
letters of the alphabet* classified in Indian 


* The twenty-five consonants, viz. 4G T, 4, & €, B, 3, F, 3, Z, 3, 3, 3, W, 4, 9, & & a% 
%, 4, Wand 4 are collectively known as the sibilants. 3%, 3, 3, 3, 7J, T, È, ait and ait are known as vowels; 
W, 4, A and & are called the aspirants; while @, %, ™ and @ are known as the Antahsthas. 
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phonetics as sibilants, vowels, aspirants 
and semi-vowels (so-called because they 
stand between the vowels, on the one hand, 
and consonants on the other), manifested 
out of the sacred sound OM, heard in a 
subtle form within the heart—elaborated by 
various languages, Vedic as well as secular, 
and characterized by a number of metres 
successively consisting of four more letters 
than the preceding and having no limit or 
end; and Himself withdraws it. (38—40) 


mA Tt Fed wetata a 
Reas rereatesrre FATE Xe UI 
Some of these metres are respectively 
known by the names of Gayatri*, Usnik, 
Anustubh, Brhati, Pankti, Tristubh, Jagati, 
Aticchanda, Atyasti, Atijagati and Ativirat. 
(41) 
fem fa narar fra farmed | 
SOT Cea Cites ATA Aes AS RER I ¥2 N 


None in the world other than Me knows 
the heart (hidden meaning) of this sacred 
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speech in the form of Veda—as to what it 
lays down in the section dealing with ritual 
acts, what it reveals through the various 
Mantras or sacred texts in the section dealing 
with the worship of gods and what it puts 
forward by way of hypothesis and then calls 
it in question in the section dealing with 
spiritual knowledge. (42) 


Ti aese at fanear er | 
va Maser: Weg sea Tt RETA | 
Tae Aa weie N x3 N 


Me alone in the form of Yajña it enjoins 
in the Karmakanda; Me alone in the form of 
various deities it names in the Devatakanda; 
nay, whatever objective existence such as 
ether is superimposed on Me first and 
then negatived in the JAanakanda is also 
Myself. Taking its stand on Me as the Cause 
of all causes and the highest Reality, the 
Veda posits diversity as a mere illusion and 
then, denying it, ultimately becomes quiet. 
This much is the import of all the Vedas. 

(43) 


Slt Arana WEG TRACE GRIERA QRS ATA: |! 22 I 
Thus ends the twenty-first discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita 


AA gifagitseara: 
Discourse XXII 
Categories enumerated; Distinction between Prakrti and Purusa 


seq sara 
wate ara faràs dearg AR: WaT | 
Tere ta steerer waft wT gu 


Uddhava submitted: How many are 
the categories or fundamental principles 
enumerated by the seers, O Ruler of the 
universe? You, for your part, have referred 
(in Discourse XIX above) to nine, eleven, 


five and three—twenty-eight categories in 
all, O Lord, as we have heard. (1) 


aa afin mg dates 

mA Aa e haa RETTA i 2 N 
Some, however, speak of twenty-six 

categories; others, of twenty-five. Some more 


declare seven, nine, six and four respectively; 
while others mention eleven. (2) 


* Of these the Gayatri consists of 24 letters, Usnik, of 28; Anustubh, of 32 and so on. 
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Safad aera we: wrest Waray | 
vai fe demy afgaarar 
Tart yamg AT apres 3 
Some again declare seventeen; others, 
sixteen and still others, thirteen. With what 
intention do the sages severally declare 
such a large variety of numbers? Be pleased 
O eternal Lord, to tell us this. (3) 


SPSATATTATA 
qh a Aha GAT AIA GTO AVM | 
mat adage aaat fer q gA vu 


The glorious Lord replied: Whatever 
the Brahmanas, well-versed in the Vedas, 
declare is surely right; for all categories 
stand included in all others. What is there 
hard to establish for those who make their 
assertion accepting the potency of My Maya? 

(4) 
Fada asset a Aas ah TAN | 
wa faacat tf wa A TT UI 

My potencies in the form of the three 
Gunas—Sattva, Rajas and Tamas appearing 
as so many modifications of the mind— 
which are so difficult to overcome—are at 
the back of those wrangling over the cause 
of the universe in the following strain; “It is 
not quite as you say; what | say is correct.” 


(5) 
ai aaa anA saat Tey | 
wA yeast areata N & N 


Diversity in the form of this universe, 
which is the subject of controversy among 
the disputants, follows from the disturbance 
of equilibrium of these potencies. When 
control of the mind and subjugation of the 
senses are attained, the diversity disappears 
and the controversy also is set at rest as a 
sequel to it. (6) 


Wea dart yeaa) 
Watters aN arepfaatarr S N 


The categories being comprised in one 


another, O jewel among men, they are 
enumerated as more or less according to 
the viewpoint of the speaker, by including 
effects in a cause and vice versa. (7) 


tria gA ae a 
yia ar n aT Tee eA AAT: UN N 


In a single category, whether it is a 
cause or an effect, are found comprised all 
other categories, viz., effects in a cause 
and vice versa. (8) 
dans ea AET | 
aon fafarh ag Tera RETA S I 

Therefore, we accept as conclusive 
whatever is stated according to one’s own 
viewpoint by anyone of those (disputants) 
seeking to establish the relation as cause 
and effect or a definite number of categories, 
there being a cogent reason behind every 
such assertion. (9) 


mae EAT 
Ca A PEMA CASA AA TATU Yo N 


Self-Realization in the case of the Jiva 
(individual soul), who is characterized by 
ignorance that has no beginning, cannot 
take place by itself and is possible only 
through instructions imparted by another 
omniscient being, there must be another 
being who knows the truth and is able to 
impart His Knowledge to the Jiva. (That is 
the argument advanced in favour of their 
contention by those who recognize an 
additional category, viz., God as apart from 
the soul, and thus raise the number of 
categories to twenty-six.) (10) 


piada a dagoa 
marana AA A Warr: U Re I 


There is not the least difference in this 
body between the individual soul and God, 
both being of the nature of consciousness. 
Therefore, the assumption that they are 
distinct from one another is meaningless: 
And knowledge or Self-Realization is but 4 
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function of Sattvaguna, a constituent of 
Prakrti. Hence it is not necessary to 
recognize a twenty-sixth category in the 
shape of God in order to rationalize the 
possibility of Self-Realization. This is the 
stand taken by those who recognize only 
twenty-five principles. (11) 
ugniai à wpaater wor: | 
Ura THA sit Raga: 1 22 N 
Prakrti, primordial Matter, is only another 
name for the state of equilibrium of the 
three Gunas. Therefore, Sattva, Rajas 
and Tamas—which are severally responsible 
for the continuance, appearance and 
disappearance of the universe—are the 
adjuncts of Prakrti and not of the Spirit, who 
is a non-doer and hence cannot be accepted 
as the ground of the three Gunas responsible 
for the continuance etc., of the universe. 
(12) 
ard a ta: Het asa | 
MAART: Hie: TAMA: HAHA A V3 Ul 


Knowledge, according to this latter 
Classification, is spoken of as but a 
modification of Sattva; action, of Rajas; and 
ignorance, of Tamas (all the three of which 
are comprised in Prakrti; hence action and 
ignorance too are included in Prakrti). Again, 
Time is no other than God who is responsible 
for the disturbance of equilibrium of the 
Gunas or modes of Prakrti and Swabhava 
(nature) is the Mahat-tattva (the principle of 
cosmic intelligence, which is all-powerful. 
(Hence it is not necessary to multiply 
categories in both these classifications). (13) 


Wea: upina ASAA: | 
LAR: RA aara A Aa gx N 


Of the twenty-eight categories mentioned 
in verse 1 above, in four groups of nine, 
eleven, five and three respectively, the last, 
three viz., the three Gunas, which are included 
by others in Prakrti, have thus been 
enumerated. Of the remaining twenty-five, 
Purusa, the Spirit, comprising God as well 
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as the individual soul, both of which are 
conscious by nature, Prakrti (primordial 
Matter), Mahat-tattva (the principle of cosmic 
intelligence), Ahankara (the cosmic Ego), 
ether, the air, fire, water and earth in their 
gross form—these are the nine categories 
already referred to by Me (in verse 1 above). 


(14) 
ara carats ron RRA area: | 
TPMT TTT S MOAT AA: N Le N 
Ves: CAST Tal Teall a VST: | 


TRACT HAA: Ut LE N 


The five faculties (senses) of cognition 
(perception), viz., the senses of hearing, 
touch, sight, smell and taste; the five organs 
of action, viz., the organ of speech, hands, 
the organ of generation, the organ of 
defecation and feet, and the mind, the 
controller of both the senses of perception 
and the organs of action; the five varieties 
of sense-objects, viz., sound, touch, taste, 
smell and colour—these are the other eleven 
and five categories mentioned in verse 1 
supra. Locomotion and speech, urination 
and defecation and handicraft are the five 
functions of the organs of actions and no 
separate categories. (15-16) 


mià pie ardoan | 
aaan yesa fA got 


Appearing in the form of the sixteen 
evolutes, viz., the five gross elements, the 
ten Indriyas and the mind and the seven 
causal principles viz., the Mahat-tattva, 
Ahankara and the five objects of sense, 
indeed, Prakrti, being the material cause, 
undergoes the state of being created etc., 
through Sattva and the other two Gunas 
or modes of Prakrti at the time of creation 
etc., of this visible universe; whereas the 
immutable Purusa, being the efficient cause, 
looks on as a mere witness. (17) 


earned fapa aaa: YEAR | 
qata: GAIUS GEM: WHat Ve Ul 


ie ee ee es ee ee ee 
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Energized by a glance from the Purusa 
and united with one another, fundamental 
principles like Mahat-tattva, which enter into 
the constitution of the universe, undergoing 
transformation, bring forth the cosmic egg 
with the help of Prakrti, their source. (18) 


aaa waa sft amat: Wea wares: | 
AMAT ATAA: 11 gS 


According to the view that the 
fundamental principles are only seven (vide 
verse 2 above), the five elements beginning 
with ether, the principle of consciousness, 
viz., the subject or Jiva and the universal 
Spirit, the Ground of both the subject and 
the object, these are the seven categories 
(Prakrti etc., the causal principles, being 
included in their evolutes); from the above- 
named seven categories spring up the body, 
the Indriyas (the five senses of perception 
and the five organs of action) as well as the 
vital airs comprising the evolutes, all of 
which are likewise included in their causes. 

(19) 


aani sar Wa Wes: UT: FATT! 
dele ore: eae MAMPI! Fo N 


Similarly, even according to the view 
(also referred to in verse 2 above) that the 
fundamental principles are six only, they 
are the five elements, the sixth being the 
Supreme Person. Having evolved this 
objective universe in conjunction with the 
former, viz., the elements, sprung from 
Himself, He enters it as its Inner Controller. 
According to this view all objective existences 
should be taken as covered by the five 
elements and the individual soul by the 
Universal Spirit. (20) 


aaraa cart ast ASANA: | 

wre afte art eaa: Taq Be N 
Even according to the view (also 

mentioned in verse 2 above) that the 


categories are four only, they are fire, water 
and earth (the source of and as such no 


other than food), evolved from the Spirit, 
the fourth principle. (Prakrti and the other 
causal principles should be recognized 
here as included in their three evolutes 
enumerated in this verse and the other two 
elements, viz., ether and the air too likewise 
included in them or rejected as superfluous.) 
By means of the aforesaid four categories 
indeed has this evolution of the universe, 
which is made up of so many parts, taken 
place. (21) 
eM wares ATA aU 
UA tàm SAAT AMS: HJA: N 33 N 
According to the view (referred to in 
verse 3 above) which enumerates seventeen 
principles, they are the five elements, the 
five Tanmātrās (objects of senses) and the 
five senses of perception alongwith the one 
mind, and the Atma or the Spirit, which 
includes the individual soul as well as the 
Universal Spirit, being recognized as the 
seventeenth. (22) 
Ted We sta WA THA | 
AAT àa TA STAT ARTE 23 N 
Likewise, according to the view (also 
mentioned in verse 3) which enumerates 
sixteen categories, the Atma itself (in its 
thinking aspect) is spoken of as the mind. 
(Again, according to the view, finding mention 
in verse 3 above, which recognizes only 
thirteen categories) the five elements 
(including the five Tanmatras) and the same 
number of senses (that reveal them), the 
mind and the twofold Spirit, viz., the individual 
soul and the Universal Spirit, constitute the 
thirteen principles. (23) 


urga treat al 
set wpaayàa yeya TAA Y I 


According to the view (referred to in 
verse 2) restricting the number of categories 
to eleven only, they comprise the aforesaid 
Atma, which includes the individual soul as 
well as the mind, the five gross elements 
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and the five senses of perception. (Similarly, 
according to the view, also mentioned in 
verse 2, recognizing nine categories only) 
the eight causal Principles*, viz, the five 
elements, the mind, the intellect and the 
ego, and Purusa, the Spirit, these are the 
nine categories (the evolutes being included 
in the causal principles). (24) 
Sher TTA gA: Gre | 
we areal qnan fagat FERATA N R4 N 
Thus the fundamental principles have 
been reckoned in different ways by the 
seers. All that reckoning is justified supported, 
as it is by reason. What is there unbecoming 
on the part of the wise? (25) 


wai: geri merra | 
AAT POT SA A RET Aa: N EU 
Uddhava submitted: Although both 
Prakrti (Primordial Matter) and Purusa (the 
Spirit) are essentially distinct, one from the 
other, their diversity is not perceived, O 
Krsna, because of their inter-relation. (26) 


Wepett eae MIT Wap Aga aS SAA | 
Ua A guetta vedi deri ee 
Sara ada aafiriatgt: n RoN 
The Spirit is seen in and through the 
body (a product of Matter) alone and Prakrti 
(body) too is seen in (as identical with) the 
Self. Be pleased, therefore, O lotus-eyed One, 
to resolve the grave doubt in my mind in this 
matter by Your cogent words supported with 
reason, O omniscient Lord ! (27) 


Tart ar fe sitar warecisa vier: | 
TANT ATTA The AT A ATT: I 3? N 


Since enlightenment in this world comes 
to the Jivas (embodied souls) through You 
alone, and the obscuration of knowledge 
too follows from Your energy in the shape 


* Cf. Bhagavadgita VII. 4: 
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of Avidya or Nescience, therefore, You alone 
know the course of Your own Maya, and 
none else. (28) 


MTA TATA 

up: yA fama: ged | 
W Aaa: t ora: 1 3S 1 

The glorious Lord replied: Prakrti 
(the body) and Purusa (the soul)—there is 
radical difference between the two, O jewel 
among men ! This psycho-physical organism, 
which is a product of Prakrti, undergoes 
numerous changes in the course of its 
existence inasmuch as it owes its existence 
to a disturbance in the equilibrium of the 


three Gunas, while the soul is absolutely 
changeless. (29) 


UBoll 

My Maya (enchanting potency), O loved 
one, consisting as it does of the three 
Gunas, creates by means of those very 
Gunas, differences as well as the manifold 
notions. Though limitless in variety, this 
changeable universe is, broadly speaking, 
threefold in character; one such variety is 
Adhyatma; the next in order is Adhidaiva 
and the other is Adhibhita. (30) 


Tl smh ag wÀ 

vai faeafa a: waa: BI 
set «seat a ame: 

waryenhactetake: 1 
wa amè saunie ag- 

Rak ma a fagn 32 i 


The sense of sight, for example, falls 
under the category of Adhyātma; colour (its 
object) is Adhibhūta and the solar element 
existing in the organ of sight, which enables 


yida arg: G À aaa ai an gii A Rra vepfaewer n 
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it to perceive light, is Adhidaiva. Everyone 
of these three depends for its existence 
on the other two. That which exists in the 
sky, viz., the orb of the sun, however, 
being self-existent, is independent of these 
three. Similarly, since the Atma—being the 
cause of all these (Adhyatma etc.)—is their 
witness and, therefore, different from them; 
therefore by virtue of its own self-existent 
conscious nature illumines all illuminating 
agents (Adhyatma etc.). Just as the eye 
has been shown above to have three 
aspects, the tactile sense, the auditory sense, 
the palate, the olfactory sense as well as 
the intellect, the mind, the ego and the 
faculty of reason also should be similarly 
understood to possess a threefold character. 


(31) 
AA Aup fan: 
waag: W: | 


dente a BRU 


The modification evolved out of the 
Mahat-tattva—which has its root in Prakrti— 
through the instrumentality of Kala, the Time- 
Spirit, or God, who is responsible for 
disturbing the equilibrium of the three Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti), viz., Ahankara (the cosmic 
ego), and which is of three kinds, viz., 
Vaikarika (Sattvika), Tamasika and Aindriya 
(Rajasika), lies at the root of the notion of 


difference brought into being by ignorance 
about the Self. (32) 


at 


we: ngaa ARTAN ae ii 

The controversy whether the Self, as 
distinguished from the body, exists or not is 
the result of not realizing the Self, Though 
meaningless inasmuch as it is Capable of 
being set at rest by Self-Realization, it does 
not cease in the case of men whose mind 
is turned away from Me, their real Self. (33) 


SEI SATA 

aa: Ua: Tape: HAA: Wr | 
FONT AMT Cary Teed faa Th BX 11 
Tareas Mare gfare: | 
AMAL UM cites fagia: Gat aera: n 34 11 

Uddhava_ submitted: Tell me, O 
Protector of cows ! how men whose mind is 
turned away from You, take and then give 
up corporeal forms, high and low, in 
conformity with actions performed by 
themselves, O Lord! In other words, how 
the omnipresent Self could pass from one 
body to another, how actions could be 
ascribed to the actionless, and how birth 
and death could be attributed to that which 
is beyond birth and death. It is a thing 
which cannot be easily conceived by men 
of poor understanding; for, generally speaking 
there are none in the world who are 
conversant with this topic, deluded as people 
are by Your Maya. (34-35) 


m: edad qà: tative 
Aah UNER arer aaae N BE Ul 
The glorious Lord replied: United with 
the five senses as well as with the five 
organs of action and the five subtle elements, 
the mind of the Jivas, consisting as it does 
of latencies of Karma, travels from one 
body to another; and the soul, though distinct 


from it, follows it, identified as it is with that 
mind. (36) 


AAST A RETTA | 
saia mia Rre yma it 30 


Being under the sway of Karma (destiny 
which determines the nature of future 
existence), the mind contemplates at the 
dying moment objects actually seen or hear 
of (promised in the Vedas and brought to 
the forefront by the said destiny) and, being 
reborn in the midst of those contemplated 
Objects, gets insensible to his present 
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surroundings. The memory too of his present 
life ceases thereafter. (37) 


RaRa area ae BA TA: | 
wri 3N 


When through deep attachment for 
(identification with) a new body the mind no 
longer remembers the previous body, this 
complete forgetfulness of a Jiva about the 
body with which he was identified till the 
last moment, brought about by some reason 
or other in the shape of the Prārabdha, 
which kept him tied down to the previous 
body, having been exhausted, constitutes 
his death in relation to that body. (38) 


WT aa Ga: asada Rg 
fareditpht ureter ATARA: 39 11 


And the wise declare the birth of a Jiva 
to consist in completely identifying himself 
with a particular body, just as a dream and 
a reverie consist in one’s identifying oneself 
with the body appearing in a dream or a 
reverie, O giver of plenty! (39) 
wet wie eet Ur A VATA | 
wa yine gaya N xo it 

Just as the Jiva identified with the present 
body no longer remembers the preceding 
one, the dreaming soul or the soul drowned 
in a reverie no longer remembers (the body 
of) a preceding dream or a preceding reverie; 
nay, he visualizes his Self, though old 
(existing from before) as if it had newly 
come into existence. (40) 

saged Afa onft aah 
arasan AMNS tl 
Due to the coming into existence of a 
body, the seat of the ten Indriyas, or due to 
the appearance in another setting of the 
mind (which forms the background of the 
ten Indriyas) a threefold distinction in the 
form of the mind, senses and body appears 
in the one Self (the only reality), as a result 
of which the Self becomes the occasion for 
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internal and external differences, just as a 
Jiva assumes a number of undesirable bodies 
in the course of a dream and appears 
manifold or just as a man begetting a number 
of wicked children, though one, assumes 
different relations with reference to the friends 
and enemies etc., of those children and 
appears diversified. (41) 


Raa ait yen afa a aha a 
PAAA YAAA FPA NX? I 
As a matter of fact, O dear Uddhava, 
the bodies of created beings come into 
existence and perish every moment by action 
of Time, whose velocity is too subtle to be 
perceived; and it is due to this subtlety that 
their appearance and disappearance in quick 
succession every moment are not seen. 


(42) 

ai Seat a HAT aT TTA: | 
waa Bey aAA: FAT: N X3 N 
As in the case of flames of lamps, the 
currents of streams and the fruits of a tree, 
so in the case of all created beings—their 
age, condition etc., are determined by Time. 
(43) 

isa Aseni agea ates e 
Wise garia qori gar teiar rsa 
Just as the notion entertained and 
assertion made about a series of flames 
arising and disappearing in place of one 
another that this is the same flame, or 
about the particles of water following one 
after another in a stream that this is the 
same water are false, so it is the unwise 
alone, whose life is spent in vain, that 
entertain the notion and make the assertion 
about bodies arising and disappearing in 
place of one another at the same spot that 
this is the same body. (44) 


TURE HUIS Waa BISA Gar | 
frac aÀ aren aata: xe I 


Even such an ignorant Jiva is neither 
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born nor dies as a result of its Karma 
continuing in the form of a seed. Yet through 
illusion (in the form of false identification 
with the body etc.), it appears to be born 
(though really unborn) and also dies as it 
were (though immortal), just as fire (though 
abiding in the form of an element till the end 
of the Kalpa) appears to come into existence 
and die through illusion as a result of contact 
with fire-wood and the cessation of such 
contact, respectively. (45) 


Foamisant areata | 
admi ST ARSC Il ¥E UI 


Entry into the womb in the form of 
seed, gestation and birth, infancy (extending 
up to the age of five), boyhood (extending 
up to the age of sixteen), youth (extending 
up to the age of forty-five), middle age 
(extending up to the age of sixty), old age 
and death—these are the nine states of the 
body. (46) 


ecient etter nxen 


These states, high and low—brought 
about by one’s own desire of course—of a 
body, which is other than the Self, a certain 
individual soul accepts as one’s own through 
false identification with Matter; while another 
with great difficulty disowns them by grace 
of God. (47) 


aterm: agma AA saree | 
A MATTIAS BAANT: Ul Ye UI 


One’s own birth (including the preceding 
two states, which cannot be directly known 
by oneself) can be inferred from the birth of 
one’s son and death from that of one’s 
father. The knower of things subject to birth 
and death can never be subject to birth and 
death himself. (48) 
maarama a fagrari | 
AAA HST Us HVT AN: YAE We N 


He who comes to know the birth 


(sprouting) of an annual plant from its seed 
and its end from its being shrivelled up after 
yielding its fruit (in the shape of food-grains), 
such a seer is distinct from the plant. Even 
so, the seer of a body, viz., the soul, is 
distinct from the body. Therefore, he who 
knows these states of the body is not affected 
by them though dwelling in the body. (49) 


upaa AA: == Ar 
aaa mhe: Wat MATET N yo N 
Failing to distinguish the Spirit from 
Matter in the aforesaid manner and getting 
deeply attached to the pleasures of sense 
as the only reality, the ignorant Jiva 
undergoes transmigration. (50) 
WAGGA, SA ATTA | 
are aRar Uber That HART: N 4g 1 
Made to revolve (in the whirligig of 
metempsychosis) by his actions, a man 
attains to the regions of gods and Rsis 
through application to virtues born of 
Sattvaguna, like control of the mind and the 
senses to the realm of demons (the 
subterranean regions) and human beings 
(the terrestrial plane) through devotion to 
lust etc., born of Rajoguna and descends 
to the realm of spirits and to the scale of 
sub-human creatures and even immobile 
creation through close application to grief 


and infatuation etc., born of Tamoguna. 
(61) 


Feral Mera: USAT aah AL 
Ti ARON Vea ite sarga tt 42 Ml 


Just as a man who sees others dancing 
and singing naturally tries to imitate them, 
so the soul, though actionless, is made to 
follow the movements of the body etc., 
prompted by the intellect, when it sees them 
and takes them to be its own. 2) 


amm waat aarsfa ae Fa! 
maar eia Gat wet ye 3" 


Just as by the side of moving water the 


bp _. 


| ioe 
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trees also appear as though moving, the 
activity etc., of the body are reflected in the 
Self. And just as when the eye is made to 
revolve alongwith our body, the earth around 
us too is seen as though revolving alongwith 
us, the excellences attributed to the objects 
of senses by the perceiving mind appear to 
exist in them, though not actually existing. 


(53) 
wat Tera farang WT 
SAA STS AAMT HAR STATA: He 1 

Again, just like the experiences of a 
reverie or those of a dream our sense- 
experiences as well as our identification 
with the body etc., are false, O scion of 
Dasarha! (54) 
at gfaesti att fadal 
ATTA FATA TAS TAT FM A ty N 


Even though pleasurable and painful 
experiences do not belong to the soul, 
suffering entailed by metempsychosis does 
not cease for him who dwells on the 
pleasures of sense as something enjoyed 
by the Self, any more than calamities, which 
are anything but real, cease to befall a 
dreaming man till he is fully awake. (55) 
Tega TH yeas fawararersa: | 
STENT ate uga aera VAL KE Ut 

Therefore, Uddhava, do not enjoy any 
more the pleasures of sense with your vile 
Senses, which are so difficult to gratify and 
are sure to lead you to perdition if indulged 
without restraint. Look upon the varied 
experiences, both of the pleasurable and 
Painful type, as illusory and as reflected in 
the soul only because of our ignorance 


* BOOK ELEVEN « 


689 


about its true nature (as the ground of all 
experiences). (56) 
faciisamPratsate: wessa | 
tsa: aaa at Feat at UR: 1h yo N 
fated yi aratcgid wafaa: | 
SRE: HATA SAAS SAAS It Gell 
Whether reproached or insulted, ridiculed 
or belittled, beaten or tightly bound with 
ropes etc., or deprived of one’s means of 
livelihood, literally spat or urinated upon by 
the wicked and thus shaken in many ways 
from one’s fixity in the Self by the ignorant, 
and even when reduced to Straits, a seeker 


of blessedness should try to redeem oneself 
by recourse to reason. (57-58) 


Uddhava submitted : Pray, tell us all 
seekers of blessedness, O Jewel among 
speakers, how | should get enlightened 
thus so as to be able to put up with all 
such outrages. | regard such outrage to 
oneself by the wicked as most difficult 
to bear even for the knowing, except, of 
course, those who are engaged in duties 
pleasing to You, such as chanting and 
hearing Your names and glories and have 
found shelter in Your feet and whose passions 
have accordingly been stilled; for nature 
in the form of tendency to revolt against 
ill-treatment is indeed very powerful and, 
therefore, hard to conquer, O Soul of the 
universe ! (59-60) 


Sh ARTETA WATE URAC GRINER SAMS ATT: N 22 N 
Thus ends the twenty-second discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


toe 
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AA Fafa sear: 
Discourse XXIII 
The Episode of a forbearing Brahmana 


Sri Suka, the son of Vedavyasa, began 
again: Thus prayed to by Uddhava, the 
foremost of the Lord’s devotees, and 
welcoming the words of His servant, 
Uddhava, Lord Sri Krsna, the Bestower of 
Liberation, the Jewel of the Dasarhas, the 
story of whose exploits is worth listening to, 
addressed him as follows: (1) 


TIIGI 

mia a aaa aad aha: 
getter a: RIAR: N R N 

The glorious Lord said : Indeed, there 
is scarcely any pious soul in this world, O 
pupil of the sage Brhaspati, who is really 
able to compose his mind agitated by the 
abusive words uttered by a wicked fellow. (2) 


qan aera fears: ALT: gR: | 
an y mh gaai UETA: 31 
A man is not so severely pained when 
pierced by shafts that have deeply entered 
his vital parts as indeed by the shaft-like 
pungent words of the wicked, that wrankle 
in his heart and torment him. (3) 
aw maA AA 
a aieh aAa gana: x 
Aaa Rao i ua goi: 
ma yea fah AARAA N y M 


In this connection the wise narrate, 
O Uddhava, a most sacred story (of his 
despondency) told by some mendicant, who 
was subjected to indignity by wicked people 
and yet remained full of composure, 
recognizing it to be the consequence of his 
own evil deeds. | shall presently relate it to 
you; please hear it with a fully concentrated 
mind. (4-5) 
satay igs: hiyaan: feta 
antafi: Heed HUA CEM SHH: N S 1 


In the principality of Avanti (Malwa) there 
lived a certain Brahmana richly endowed 
with wealth, though parsimonious*, lascivious, 
greedy and most irascible, and pursued the 
vocation of agriculture and trade. (6) 


PUTAS TST ATT: | 
Yaa sre PTA mrad: 9 N 


Neither relatives nor guests were ever 
honoured by him even with bare words. 
Nay, living in a house devoid of piety and 
ritual acts, even his own person was never 
gratified with pleasures when there was 
time for it. (7) 


quiere Heder Bat YAS: | 
are sheet year aoon ara ra I 


The relations and servants, nay, even 
the wife and sons as well as the daughters 
of that ill-behaved and stingy fellow felt 
disgusted with him and not only did not do 
what was liked by him but actually bore ill 
will to him. (8) 
aed agaa eah: | 
mirna gpg taR: NS" 


* A Kadarya (miser) has been defined in a Smrti text as follows: 


aai 


wige a panis Ñe annais wowed g EA: N 


“He is spoken of as a miser, who allows his own self (body), sons and wife, deities, gues 


ts and 


servants and even his sacred duties to suffer (on account of his stinginess).” 


, ack 
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The five claimants, viz., the gods, the 
manes, the subhuman species, human 
beings, i.e., newcomers and the Brahmana 
seers, to whom offerings are made during 
the five great sacrifices, got angry at that 
Brahmana, who simply guarded his wealth 
like a Yaksa (a species of demigods) as 
aforesaid, was destitute of piety and 
enjoyment both and as such had fallen from 
this world as well as from the next. (9) 


AAA AAR | ye 
aisean eRT: ti Ro it 
Even the wealth—that had cost him so 
much fruitless exertion through pursuits 
like agriculture, which entailed untold 
hardships—of that Brahmana, whose 
(residual) stock of merit had run out through 
his neglect of the said five claimants, O 
liberal-minded Uddhava, met with destruction. 


(10) 
mA sig: fafa fafa aera Sega | 
taa: Clete: fears Sareea farsa g N 

The relations seized a portion of the 
wealth of that unworthy Brahmana, robbers 
laid their hands on another, O Uddhava; 
while the rest was lost through the agency 
of Providence in the shape of fire, time, the 
king and other human beings, etc. (11) 


a Ua xfaur we naaa: | 
SOTA CAAT STATA M22 N 


His wealth having been lost in the 
aforesaid manner, the Brahmana, who was 
destitute of all piety and enjoyment and was 
neglected by his own people, gave way to 
anxiety that was hard to overcome. (12) 
TAi eared chef eraa: | 
Raad arravees Fre: Arey 83 

A very great despondency overtook the 
Brahmana, who, having lost his wealth, had 
been reduced to a pitiable condition and 
had thus long been brooding over his lot 


and sorrowing with his throat choked with 
tears. (13) 


Waal HS Gasset Asqartaa: | 
A MAT A HAT AMAA SSM: N VU 


And he said to himself as follows: 
‘Oh, what a pity ! In vain has this body been 
subjected to suffering by me, who took 
such great pains over the acquisition of 
wealth, neither for religious merit nor for 
self-gratification ! (14) 


Wao: Heaton A ars Hare | 
Be Meas AAT ATT AN Ak I 


‘Generally the riches of misers never 
contribute to their bodily comfort or 
happiness. In this life, on the other hand, 
they conduce to the agony of their soul; and 
when a miser is no more in this world, they 
lead him to hell as a result of neglect of his 
obligatory and other duties. (15) 


a AMAT Yes VATA À TPMT TUT: | 
A: aAA ay eet eet naha It LE N 


Just as white leprosy spoils an exterior 
worth coveting, even a little greed mars the 
immaculate glory of the glorious and the 
laudable qualities that exist in those 
possessing merit. (16) 


adea m fas send tart er 
ATTA STATA EA TAT FUT 219 N 


Bodily exertion, apprehension, anxiety 
and delusion fall to the lot of men engaged 
in the acquisition of wealth, in augmenting 
and preserving it once it has been acquired, 
and anxiety (grief alone) is involved in its 
expenditure, loss and enjoyment. (17) 


ere FEAT SY: SATA: SH: GAT Ae: | 

el Amayaa: Geral area a ee ui 

wa temat eigen wat FMT 

TATA Sasa STATA | VF N 
Moreover, since the tendency to 

misappropriate others’ property, violence, 

mendacity, hypocrisy, covetousness and 


anger, pride, arrogance, discord, animosity, 
distrust, a spirit of rivalry and fondness for 
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women in general, love of gambling and 
addiction to wine—these fifteen evils found 
in men are believed to have their source in 
wealth; therefore, a seeker of final beatitude 
should abandon from afar the evil going by 
the name of wealth (lit., that which is solicited). 
(18-19) 

fret urett ont: fier: EAN | 
Ten: nA Wel: RÄSTA: FA: N Ro N 
One’s own brothers, wife, parents and 
uncles as well as one’s near and dear ones, 
who were once full of love, nay, had identity 
of interest, get all estranged in no time over a 


little amount and are looked upon as bitter 
enemies. (20) 


addaa Get aren dasa: | 
ATA CTEM Sa feed AIT SRSA Ut 22 N 


Agitated and incensed over the question 
of the least wealth, these people cast at 
once all affection to the winds and, full of 
jealousy, forsake in no time and even take 
the life of their rival. (21) 


Wea PROTA Ue Ae AATA, | 
AST TS ae Steet ATT MATL 2? 1 
They who, having secured a human 
birth—worthy of being solicited even by 
immortals—and there too the status of a 
Brahmana, the foremost of the twice-born, 
and yet ignoring it, mar (fail to achieve) 
their self-interest in the shape of final 
beatitude, meet with an evil destiny (go 
down to hell as a result of their addiction to 
the evils enumerated in verse 18 above). 
+ - (22) 

mnia ma Aa A 
aa AN nsa ea N 23 N 
Having obtained this human body, the 
gateway to heaven as well as to final 
beatitude, what mortal man would get attached 
to wealth, the abode of all evil? (23) 


aii i ajya fT: | 
aiana area AAA: WARR: 1 RX N 


He who guards his wealth like a Yaksa, 
neither propitiates by means of it the gods, 
the Rsis, the manes and other living beings’ 
kinsmen, relatives and other claimants nor 
himself and goes down to perdition. (24) 


wsad fart wre aN aT | 
pyre da afa wits: fea FMA ay 1 


My fortune, lifetime and strength, through 
which men of understanding achieve 
perfection, have all been carelessly spent, 
occupied as | have been with My fruitless 
endeavours in the cause of amassing wealth. 
What can | possibly accomplish now, as | 
have grown old? (25) 


aeia fag ease aT | 
HATA Tt Atsa gaa: | Ve 
Wherefore does a man, alive to the evil, 
repeatedly allow himself to be troubled so 
much by his futile endeavours for the 
acquisition of wealth? To be sure, this world 
stands fully enchanted by the deluding 
potency of some unknown and unseen 
agency. (26) 
fe eal fe piat armed 
yam Tears Haat Ware: 11 2 1 
What purpose of a man who is already 
in the process of being devoured by Death 
could be served by riches or by those that 
confer wealth on him and what is to be 
gained by him through enjoyments sought 
after by the world or those that cater for 
such enjoyments or, for that matter, through 
actions that are conducive to rebirth? (27) 
T A maige: adad aft: | 
A iiA amai deya: WA: 1 2 Il 
“Surely, Lord Śrī Hari, who embodies in 
His person all the gods, by whom | have 
been reduced to this predicament, is pleased 
with me, and it is through His pleasure 
alone that despondency has come over M@, 
which will serve me as a bark to cross the 
ocean of metempsychosis. (28) 


me MM —. E ë ë. 
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A HIeTAMATT ATASE: | 
anisan aR era Fig a N 22 1 


“Complacent of mind and wide awake to 
all my interests, |, who have luckily enough 
been reduced to such a pitiable plight, shall, 
during what little time, if any, is left at my 
disposal, attenuate my body through askesis. 

(29) 
A Ae agaa: | 
Fett wach wean: RAMIT 30 i 

“Let the gods who are the rulers of 
the three worlds (earth, heaven and the 
intermediate region) shower their grace on 
me in the aforesaid state. | feel reassured 
by the thought that Khatwanga, an ancient 
king, attained in no time Vaikuntha, the 


realm of Lord Visnu, which is a manifestation 
of Brahma.” (30) 


ST CT Brat Rr: 1139 0 
The glorious Lord said: “Having thus 
resolved in his mind, the Brahmana (the 
foremost of the twice-born classes) who 
belonged to Avanti, undid the knots in the 
shape of the ego-sense and the feeling of 
myness existing in his heart and turned out 
to be a peaceful ascetic subsisting on alms. 
(31) 

a War na taAa: | 
R arisa 3? N 
“With his mind, senses and breath 
fully controlled, he traversed this globe and 
entered towns villages only for begging 
alms and that too incognito and unattached. 
(32) 

ià yaad Ngaga: | 
gear yia re AN: URARI: N 33N 
“Seeing that aged mendicant untidy in 
appearance, wicked people ill-treated him 
in various insulting ways, O good Uddhava ! 
(33) 
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Afaan eh Ut PATEA 
Ws Ahsa a i AT sees N BU 
“Some snatched away his triple bamboo 
staff, carried as a symbol of complete 
renunciation; others, his begging bowl and 
Kamandalu (vessel made of cocoanut shell 
for carrying water); some took away his 
seat and string of Rudraksa beads and still 
others, his quilt of rags and even strips of 
cloth. (34) 
wat a Gre afaa: | 
ai a det set aT Bu II 
“Returning them once or simply showing 
them as if offering them back, they would 
snatch them from the ascetic once more; 
nay, while he partook, on the riverside, of 


the food got by way of alms, they would 
snatch away that too. (35) 


Waa a mrar: Stara a yl | 
aaa Sareea Asaf A ate STL BE N 


“People, who were extremely vile, even 
Spat and urinated on his head; they forced 
him to speak while he was silent and would 
thrash him if he did not. (36) 


Teter after: aAa athe: | 
Seba Tar i kagai anA N 39 1 
“Calling him a thief, others threatened 
him with words; while others tied him with a 
rope, exclaiming ‘Let him be bound, let him 
be bound !’ (37) 
fara saat WH ieaS: yrs: | 
aiia sat aria ATE: N 3 N 


“Some would insultingly taunt him, saying 
‘He, in the heart of his hearts, is a rogue, 
though outwardly carrying a triple staff as 
an emblem of piety. Deserted by his own 
people on his wealth having been depleted, 
he has adopted this course of life as a 
means of livelihood rather than in a spirit of 
renunciation.’ (38) 


aà Wa ma yf iasa 
HPA maT ana gehyaa: 32 N 
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sah fase gatcaha a 
a aaeei meh ETAN vo N 
Others would ridicule him saying ‘Oh, 
this most robust fellow is firm as a huge 
mountain.Strong of resolution like a heron, 
he seeks to gain his end through a vow of 
silence !’ while others broke wind at him. 
Nay, people even tied and restrained that 
Brahmana even as a bird kept for diversion. 
(39-40) 

wa a silts g tian cies aad! 
Amana FS UT WITTER I YR N 
Whatever affliction—caused by any living 
being, brought about by Providence, or 
having its source in his own body—thus 
came to him, he took each as his own lot to 
be worked out by him and reconciled himself 
with it. (41) 

aya sat mamaa TTÀ: | 
Uae: ATA PAAR AMPA 8? N 


Ill-treated as aforesaid by the basest of 
men bent on bringing about his downfall by 
forcing him to abandon his course of conduct 
befitting a recluse, and yet adhering to his 
duty and resorting to firmness of a Sattvika 
type (as depicted in Gita, XVIII. 33), the 
mendicant sang the following song: (42) 


wana wadà | aN BI 

The Brahmana said: Neither these 
people, nor any deity, nor the Self, nor the 
stars, nor Karma, nor the Time-Spirit is 
responsible for my joys and sorrows. The 
Sruti texts declare the mind alone to be the 
cause of our joys and sorrows—the same 
mind which sets going the course of worldly 
existence. (43) 


TH TU aA Gad acta 
Faya mai faceront 


aa: aai: yad wafa N vy ii 


The powerful mind indeed sets into 
operation the three Gunas by giving rise to 
attachment and aversion etc., and from the 
latter proceed actions of various kinds— 
immaculate (Sattvika or virtuous), black 
(Tamasika or sinful) and bright (Rajasika or 
of a mixed type—virtuous as well as sinful); 
thence crop up the various states of existence 
conforming to the bearing (character) of 
those actions. (44) 


m: aii uy PA 
qA aA ore rat sat tt wy 1 


Co-existing with the thinking mind as 
the Inner Controller, yet unattached to its 
operations, and full of wisdom, God, who is 
a friend (director) of mine (the Jiva), merely 
looks on with His unclouded vision. Accepting 
as its own self the mind, which unfolds the 
universe within itself, and enjoying the objects 
of the senses through attachment with the 
three Gunas, the Jiva, i.e., the individual 
soul gets bound. (45) 


aa wert frat gaya 

qi a paii a maA 
TA aectaoT eT: 

ua fe art ara: a: ui xe Il 


Liberality to the poor, devotion to one’s 
allotted duty, observance of the five Niyamas, 
viz., 1-external purity, 2-contentment, 3-austerity, 
4-study of the scriptures and chanting of the 
Divine Name, and 5-self-surrender to God; 
and the five Yamas, viz., (i) non-violence, 
(i) truthfulness, (ii) _non-thieving, (V) 
continence, and (v) non-acquisition of property: 
learning, meritorious acts and noble vowS— 
all find their culmination in control of the mind: 
for subjugation of the mind alone constitutes 
the highest Yoga, wisdom. (46) 


ad 
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ated Get Wa: woe 
amia: fa ag ae Fer 

adi Fa A Rara 
amaA FRAR: won 


Say what is there to be accomplished 
through charitable gifts etc., by him whose 
mind is perfectly calm and collected? And 
what other object can be achieved through 
these gifts etc., by him whose mind is 
uncontrolled or inert (through languor etc.)? 


(47) 
maA DN BW zat 
Wea AR ast wate 
viet fe ca: wea: ada 
qe ast da fe fade: ve i 


Indeed, others, i.e., the senses (or even 
the gods presiding over them—viz., Brahma 
and others) are under the control of the 
mind. But the mind does not readily come 
under the control of anyone else; for the 
god of a mind is redoubtable, being the 
cause of the manifold worldly sufferings 
and more powerful than the powerful, so 
that he who is able to bring it under control 
is adorable even to the gods.* (48) 
+ gad maman- 

mi aa fate A 
uA- 


angatag faget: «eu 


Unable to conquer that enemy in the 
guise of the mind, of irresistible tempo, 
which is so difficult to conquer (otherwise 
than by the Lord’s grace), and which torments 
the very vitals, some deluded persons 
thereupon make friends, neutrals and 
enemies of men and wage a wicked warfare 
in this world. (49) 
e mmm ya 

aaee TE: | 
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wat sera saat Ào 
qgar mA yaa yo 


Taking this body of their own—a creation 
of their mind alone—as their very self and 
the body of their son, wife etc., as theirs, 
men of clouded judgment, labouring under 
the misapprehension that this is my own 
self and he is another, revolve in the world 
of matter, enveloped in the darkness of 
ignorance, the end of which is difficult to 
reach. (50) 


Reet AAT FIY N 


If, however, an individual is held to be 
responsible for our joy and sorrow, even in 
this case what does it matter to the soul 
which is neither the giver nor the experiencer 
of joy and sorrow? The capacity to give and 
experience joy and sorrow indeed belongs 
to two earthly bodies (and not to the soul, 
which is devoid of action and as such 
incapable of giving or experiencing sorrow). 
If ever a man unwittingly bites his own 
tongue with his own teeth, with which of 
them should he get angry on his experiencing 
pain through such biting? (51) 


Bad HA Gee: WNN 

If any god presiding over any particular 
Indriya is held to be responsible for our 
sorrow or joy, let it be so. Even then what 
does it matter to the soul, which neither 
inflicts nor suffers pain? The capacity to 
inflict and suffer pain belongs to the two 
gods inflicting and suffering pain through 
the organs presided over by them and not 


* This is an echo of the following Sruti text: 


wht ast adii aya a ares wh agmafaara À fe a: wea: ATA 
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to the soul, which is devoid of form and 
beyond all change. When a particular limb, 
presided over by one deity in one’s own 
body, is ever smitten by another, presided 
over by a different god, at which of the two 
limbs or gods should the man get angry? 
(52) 


stat afe aid Wee: Ged: 
fanaa Aaaa: 

q aesa ae Aa TAT 
Sad HAM TE A EGAN Il 
If the soul is responsible for our joys 
and sorrows, even then what blame attaches 
to another, one’s own intrinsic nature being 
responsible for one’s joys and sorrows? If, 
however, it is argued that others become 
instrumental in such modification of the soul, 
my reply is that there is no entity other than 
the soul (which is all comprehensive— wà 
vaftaé war’ as the Sruti says); if there is, or 
appears to be, it is illusory. Hence there is 
neither joy nor sorrow. Wherefore then should 
one feel angry at all? (53) 


va fart gagar, 
frei wT a A 
wida aa Ñei 
GAA BA EASA: I 4Y Il 


If the stars are held to be responsible 
for one’s joys and sorrows, what 
responsibility attaches to the soul, which is 
birthless? They exert their influence only on 
a body which is subject to birth and death. 
Moreover, the astrologers declare the evil 
or good influence exerted by the stars as 
falling directly on a fellow star (the star 
which happened to be at the ascendant at 
the birth of a man and only indirectly on the 
personality born at that particular time 
because of the deity presiding over that star 
identifying itself with the said personality). 
At whom then should the soul, which is 
other than the star as well as from the body 
born under its influence, get angry? (54) 
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ante eq: Wag aad 
firmana Were 

aerated yesi goot: 

Baa we TR FÉT uy 


If Karma (action done in a previous or 
even the present life) is held to be responsible 
for one’s joys and sorrows, let it be so, 
Even in that case what responsibility 
attaches to the soul? For, action is possible 
only in the event of the being a substance 
both material and conscious. (That alone 
which is material is subject to change and 
no one who is not conscious can engage in 
a pursuit conducive to one’s own interests.) 
The body, however, is material and is not 
alive to its own interests; while the soul 
consists of pure wisdom and is, therefore, 
never liable to change. Hence Karma, which 
is the root of joy and sorrow, does not exist 
at all. At whom then should one feel angry? 


(55) 

wee w: yegua 

ARA = dalerntsat 

mAAR arat a feet a a, 
Bad HA A WT PSs ll 
If, however, Kala, the Time-Spirit, is 
believed to be responsible for one’s joy and 
sorrow, even in that case what responsibility 
attaches to the soul? For, the soul being a 
fragment of Brahma, is the same as Kala, 
which is identical with Brahma. No suffering 
can come to a part from the whole any more 
than the heat of fire could burn an individual 
flame or the coldness of ice could benumb 
a particle of it. Nay, the soul is the same as 
the Supreme and there can be no pair of 
contraries, e.g., joy and sorrow to the 
Supreme. Such being the case, at whom 
should one be angry? (56) 


Dis. 23] 


Through the agency or instrumentality 
of none and at no place or time and on no 
account can there be any connection of the 
Self which lies beyond Prakrti (the ultimate 
cause of the universe)—with the pairs of 
opposites such as joy and sorrow as there 
is in the case of Ahankara (the €go-sense), 
which reveals the world, even though it 
does not exist in the Self. Hence he who 
has awakened to this truth has no fear from 
other created beings. (57) 


Embracing the aforesaid conclusion 
regarding the Supreme Spirit, adopted by 
the most ancient and eminent seers, |, such 
as | am, shall get over this mundane 
existence having its root in the darkness 
of ignorance—which is so difficult to cross 
except through worship of the feet of Sri 
Krsna, the only Bestower of Liberation. (58) 


aani APE MAN Gs N 


The glorious Lord went on: “Getting 
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disgusted with the pleasures of sense and 
leaving his home and wandering over the 
earth, the ascetic—whose depression of 
Spirits was gone even though he had lost 
his fortune, and who did not budge from his 
righteous course of conduct—though ill- 
treated as aforesaid by the wicked—chanted 
the foregoing song. (59) 


Gee Gua wat: YEA ATA: | 
RAe: dare: Fa: igo tl 
None other brings joy or sorrow to the 
Jiva, embodied soul. Friends, neutrals and 
foes, nay, the whole world is an illusion of 


the mind, engendered by ignorance about 
the Self. (60) 


TEAL Batre ata Arraro wat fea | 

FATA BH VATA SATE: 11.62 N 
Endowed with an intellect focussed on 

Me, therefore, O dear Uddhava, control the 


mind by all means; such is the highest 
consummation of Yoga (wisdom). (61) 


a Vat Rago tat arroi mfia: | 
maa ETRA I R 1 
He who hears or repeats to others or 
remembers with a concentrated mind this 
song chanted by the aforesaid mendicant, 
bearing as it does an absorption in Brahma, 


is never overpowered by pairs of opposites, 
such as joy and sorrow. (62) 


fa Maana HEIA IAEE GRINER IAFFS TAT: N 23 I) 


Thus ends the twenty-third discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA agf ANS ATA: 
Discourse XXIV 
A Dissertation on Sankhyayoga 


The glorious Lord began again: | shall 
now fully expound before you the truth 
underlying the doctrine of Sankhya as 
conclusively ascertained by the ancient seers 
(Kapila and others), realizing which a man 
bids fair to shed at once the delusion in the 
shape of varied experiences such as joy 
and sorrow etc., occasioned by the notion 
of difference as between oneself and others. 

(1) 
ada ge aAA RAT 
aa aasam amet pasg zu 


During the period of final dissolution 
(before the Yugas began to run their course), 
in the very first Satya Yuga at the beginning 
of creation and whenever there are men shrewd 
of judgment, in their view too the subjective 
consciousness, in the shape of the seer as 
well as the entire objective existence, was 
one absolutely undifferentiated substance 
(Brahma) indeed. (2) 
amanan pa Aan 
arguira aed gar aaua Fed ll 3 Ul 

That absolute undifferentiated reality, 
Brahma, the Infinite, which is beyond the 
ken of speech and the mind, became dual, 
as it were, in the shape of Maya, objective 
existence, and that which is reflected in it, 
viz., the Jiva or the seer. (3) 


aià wa: wpa: Arner 
ae aaah ura: gen: Ais N x 


Of the said two halves, one substance 
indeed is the well-known Prakrti, consisting 


of two aspects, viz., cause and effect; while 
the other entity is consciousness itself, and 
that is called Purusa, the Spirit. (4) 


aa ta: aah upaa TOT: | 
Ta Aa: Teac AN ti 


Out of this Prakrti—even while its 
equilibrium was being disturbed by Me in 
the form of the Time-Spirit, as motivated by 
the Jivas, whose Karma is ultimately 
responsible for creation—there appeared 
the three Gunas—Tamas, Rajas and Sattva. 

(5) 
ay; WAY TI AEM GAT HAA: | 
aà facet Asia at fester: 6 

Out of the aforesaid three Gunas was 
evolved the Sutra, the principle of cosmic 
activity, as well as Mahat, the principle 
of cosmic intelligence, which is ever 
accompanied by the Sūtra of which it is a 
counterpart and in conjunction with it forms 
one composite whole. From Mahat, even 
as it underwent modification, there appeared 
Ahankara, the cosmic ego, which deluded 
the Jiva by bringing about its identification 
with the body etc. (6) 
Amia anmagdae fad! 
mmaa «aru aeaa: 9! 

This Ahankara is of three kinds, viz» 
Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika. It is the 
cause of the five Tanmatras, the subtle 
elements, the eleven Indriyas, the five senses 
of perception and the five organs of action 
and the mind, including the deities presiding 
over the Indriyas and the mind and though 
material or non-spiritual in substance, itis a 
sort of connecting link between Spirit an 
Matter inasmuch as it is interpenetrated by 


Dis. 24] 


a reflection of the Spirit and is, therefore, 
considered to be both spiritual and material. 


(7) 
adaa aR ÀT a 
Aaa SAT ARTEN ST AAT N 


From the Tāmasika type of Ahankara, 
which is the source of the five Tanmatras, 
came into being through the Tanmatras the 
five gross elements (ether, the air, fire, 
water and earth), from the Rajasika type 
sprang up the ten Indriyas; and from the 
Sattvika type were evolved the eleven deities 
presiding over the Indriyas and the mind, 
viz., the deities presiding over the quarters, 
the wind-god, the sun-god, Varuna, the god 
of water, the Aswinikumaras, the god of 
fire, Indra, the lord of paradise, Lord Visnu, 
Mitra and Prajapati, the deity presiding over 


procreation, and the moon-god, as well as 
the mind. (8) 


Wat HAm wren: Wa Tecra: | 
AUST ELICE LELES TTT usu 


Impelled (energized) by Me, and 
rendered operative in conjunction with one 
another, all the aforementioned categories 
evolved the cosmic egg, which served as 
My excellent sporting-ground when | entered 
it as its Inner Controller. (9) 
aes Wayans aferi 
FAA ATA Wal faa TA ATA: N Qo N 

In that egg as it lay on the waters that 
constituted a support for the egg and are 
referred to in the Vaisnava literature by the 
name of Garbhoda, appeared | in the form 
of Garbhodagayi Narayana, the second 
Cosmic Person. From My navel sprang up 
the lotus that brought forth the universe and 
as such bore the name of the universe; and 
on that lotus appeared Brahma, the self- 
born, another manifestation of the Cosmic 
Person with four faces and invested with a 


body evolved as a result of past meritorious 
deeds. (10) 
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RSG Beal THAT META | 
Aea fervarcar a: ratte fae tt 22 N 
Characterized by Rajas (the principle of 
activity) and equipped with askesis, the 
aforesaid Brahma, the creator of the universe, 
evolved by My grace the three spheres— 
viz., Bhurloka (the terrestrial globe including 
the seven subterranean regions, viz., Atala, 
Vitala, Sutala, Talatala, Mahatala, Rasatala 
and Patala), Bhuvarloka (the aerial region) 
and Swarloka (understood in its wider sense 
as comprising the five celestial worlds— 
Swarloka or paradise, Maharloka, Janaloka, 


Tapoloka and Satyaloka)—with their guardian 
deities. (11) 


mm ae aA at Ya: eq 
aaia action: eg SATAN 22 N 
Of these three spheres, Swarloka 
(construed in the narrow sense of paradise) 
constituted the home of the gods; Bhuvarloka, 
of spirits and Bhurloka, of men and other 
living beings (constituting the sub-human 
species—animals, birds, reptiles, insects and 
moths etc.), while the ethereal region 
extending beyond the three aforesaid worlds 
constituted the home of the Siddhas (eminent 
Brahmana sages like Bhrgu). (12) 


RASH ARTA YERTHIST AL TY: | 
Pretest ta: Wal: ator Eeyore g3 
Brahmā, the ruler of the universe, created 
a home for the Asuras (demons) and the 
Nāgas (serpent-demons) underground, in 
the subterranean regions known by the name 
of Atala and so on. In the aforesaid three 
spheres, are worked out all the destinies of 
those prompted by the three Gunas (Sattva 
etc.). (13) 
GU AAAS ATT TASTE: | 
Westen: Ue Ui wana: ex 
Maharloka, Janaloka, Tapoloka and 
Satyaloka, Brahmaloka are the successively 
higher goals—free from all impurities in the 
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shape of attachment, greed etc.—to be 
reached through Yoga, as propounded by 
the sage Patañjali, askesis as practised 
by those belonging to the third stage of 
life, viz., Vanaprastha and Samnyasa, 
renunciation as practised by recluses that 
have renounced their home as well as family 
life; whereas My realm, Vaikuntha, is the 
objective to be reached through the discipline 
of Devotion. (14) 


TAT ITT Mat HAHA VAT | 
Trae iA Pasafa gu 
With Me, having Kala, the Time-Spirit, 
for My energy, as the Dispenser of the fruit 
of actions, this living creation, yoked to 
Karma, rises higher upto the Brahmaloka, 
and descends to the level of the plant 
kingdom in the scale of spiritual evolution 
according to the nature of his actions in this 
world of matter, which is nothing but a 
stream of the three Gunas. (15) 


HUTS HM: LIST a At ra: esata | 

Rasa: WHAM THAT AT Ve N 
Minute or large, lean or stout, whatever 

entity has come into being is pervaded by 


(made up of) Prakrti (Matter) and Purusa 
(Spirit), both. (16) 


BY TAMAS ksi eS AT | 
faai aaenrat gear Aefa: n 89 11 
That which really constitutes the 
beginning as well as the end of a thing 
represents its middle too and that alone is 
real inasmuch as it pervades all its states. 
Its modifications have only a practical value 
even as the modifications (ornaments etc.), 
of gold or those of clay, viz., earthenware. 
(17) 

ames yi A AEAT 
afa Get a aA aa RRA N g N 


That alone is real, adopting which as 
its material an earlier existence, e.g., the 
Mahat-tattva produces a later existence, 
e.g., Ahankara. That which is intended in a 


particular instance to be mentioned as the 
beginning and end of some effect is spoken 
of as real. (18) 
upie: Yee: W: | 
Baste: Hea Ta AATA STN gS N 
The well-known material cause of this 
visible universe, viz., Prakrti (Primordial 
Matter), He who presides over this Prakrti, 
viz., the Supreme Person, and the Time- 
Spirit, which manifests the universe by 
disturbing the equilibrium of Prakrti—all these 
three are as a matter of fact the same as |, 
the Infinite. (19) 


wat: vada maq datado Tag: | 
qapi: erect Aaa Ro N 


The elaborate process of creation ever 
continues in due order of succession from 
father to son for the sake of enjoyment of 
the embodied soul (that undergoes birth in 
various species of life made up of the three 
Gunas) until the life of the universe comes 
to a close, or, in other words, until the Lord 
(Myself) so wills it. (20) 
FRIOTaTSSAI À Annea: | 
wera fasta Herd Yat: AEN RN 

When contacted (gazed on) by Me as 
the Time-Spirit, the Destroyer of created 
beings, the cosmic egg, in which the creation 
and dissolution of the worlds alternately take 
place, becomes fit alongwith the various 
worlds comprised in it for disintegration into 
the five gross elements. (21) 
at mia veined are cited 
am wat weiter yind weiter RRN 

Consequent on the total failure of crops 
occasioned by a prolonged drought extending 
over a hundred years, the mortal body of 
human beings and other living creatures 
is withdrawn into the food on which it 
subsisted; the food is reduced to seeds 
(persists in the form of seeds alone); the 
seeds get merged into the soil (no longer 
take root); while the earth, on being dried by 
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the sun and burnt by the flames emanating 
from the mouths of Lord Sankarsana, is 
reduced to the subtle state of odour, the 
cause of the earth. (22) 


ag Veta Wet SIPS LATE TA 
citer Satta Tat Sart et nea 23.1 


Odour gets merged into its Cause, 
the element of water and water is reduced 
to its own essential property, viz., the quality 
of taste. Taste gets merged into its cause, 
the element of fire, and fire is withdrawn 
into its own essential property of colour. 

(23) 
BU aa Ba Vast ciara Arsh aay | 


STR Vera gaT aa tt R% N 


Colour gets merged into its cause, the 
air, and the latter is reduced to its subtle 
state, viz., the quality of touch while that too 
gets merged into its cause, the element of 
ether. Ether on being swallowed by Ahankara 
is reduced to its subtle state, viz., the quality 
of sound. Even so, the Indriyas, the products 
of Rajasika Ahankara, are merged in their 
respective causes, viz., the deities presiding 
over them and ultimately into the Rajasika 
Ahankara. (24) 


atte Aa citer mre 
edt aAA fate way: 24 N 


The causes viz., the gods, O gentle 
one, are merged in their controller, the 
mind, which is a product of Sāttvika 
Ahankara, and ultimately into the Sāttvika 
Ahankara alongwith the gods. Even sound 
returns to the state of the Tamasika 
Ahankara, the cause of the elements and 
the mighty Tamasika Ahankara as well as 
the Sattvika and Rajasika types of Ahankara 
are merged in Mahattattva, the principle of 
cosmic intelligence. (25) 
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a cia Fer AG WOT WTA: | 
ASST AACA AL ATA HAAS N RE N 


The most powerful Mahat-tattva, which 
is endowed with the potency of Jfana or 
knowledge and the potency of Karma or 
activity, is reduced to its causes, the three 
Gunas. The latter get dissolved into the 
Unmanifest (Primordial Matter) and the 
Unmanifest is merged in the Time-Spirit, 
which has now ceased to operate. (26) 


Tle AAA vita Sita sara eS | 
STAT Ha Brea FaeHeMTUTAT ATT: 11 29 1 


The Time-Spirit is merged in the Cosmic 
Person, the Creator of the universe, the 
Director of Maya; and the latter, in Me, the 
birthless eternal Spirit. The Spirit, which is 
absolute (unconditioned) and is inferred by 
the processes of creation and dissolution of 
the universe as their background, stands by 
Itself and does not get merged in any other 
entity. (27) 
Tangree set AnA YA: | 
TA ee Rea aa aa: 22 1 


How could there arise any misconception, 
engendered by the notion of difference, in 
the mind of one investigating into the Spirit 
as aforesaid; and, if it ever arose, how 
could it persist any more than darkness 
would on the appearance of the sun in the 
sky? (28) 
Ue Bieta: wien: Hyr: | 
Wir RT ATU Re N 


This is the process of differentiating the 
Spirit from Matter, which cuts the knot of 
doubt and which has been set forth by me, 
the Knower of the truth relating to both the 
cause and the effect, from the standpoint of 
evolution and involution. (29) 


St daana TPIS IAC AeA) AGA MS ATA: 1 2 N 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AANS ara: 
Discourse XXV 
The operation of the three Guņas described 


ITA TAT 
OTe Tar ÀT aM Aa! 
THe ë yade yR: 

The glorious Lord began again: Now 
learn from Me, O jewel among men, as | tell 
you, how and by which of the three Gunas, 
modes of Prakrti, working independently of 
one another, is man affected. (1) 
yt Raada aa: aed car Bafa: | 
Teesaar sear Seale: aAA: 1 2 1 
aa fa ARTO ST SFT GSA | 
Aa ae Re ii acters: 3 0 
reat AST feat area ae: eA: PRA: | 
AÀ faarii Frarssom ARTETA: i ¥ N 
wae marena aANT: | 
gaat afam: RARA ON 4 I 

Control of the mind and the senses, 
forbearance, sound judgment, askesis (in 
the form of strict adherence to one’s 
prescribed course of conduct), truthfulness, 
compassion, retentive power, contentment, 
self-abnegation, absence of thirst for the 
pleasures of sense, belief in God, life after 
death and so on, modesty and shrinking 
from unrighteous acts, liberality etc., and 
remaining delighted in the Self (forming the 
first group); hankering after the pleasures 
of sense, (self-centred) activity, arrogance, 
insatiability, inflexibility, seeking after 
blessings from gods etc., differentiation 
between one’s own self and others, self- 

gratification, bellicosity through arrogance, 
love of praise, jocularity, display of valour 
and exertion through might (forming the 
second group); and intolerance, stinginess, 
mendacity, malevolence, mendicancy, 
hypocrisy, languor, discord, grief and 


delusion, gloom and wretchedness, 
drowsiness, expectation, fear and indolence 
(forming the third group);—these are severally 
the effects of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, 
enumerated by Me almost exhaustively. Now 
hear from Me the combined effect of the 
three Gunas. (2—5) 


aaaea Aaa at HA: | 
aam: aha AAA: N N 


The notion which is expressed in the 
words “I am tranquil, passionate or angry” 
and “These traits such as tranquillity, lust 
and anger belong to me” is as a matter of 
fact a combined effect of the three Gunas; 
and whatever is done with the mind, the 
objects of the senses viz., sound, touch, 
sight, taste and smell, the senses themselves 
and the vital airs conjointly is also a 
combined effect of the three Gunas, since 
all these instruments are themselves a 
product of the three Gunas and all action 
is preceded by the feeling of l-ness and 
My-ness. (6) 
ert are aT HM a aarat RART: | 
Tort aasi sgn Re: | 9 

When a man is keenly devoted to 
religious merit, material possessions and 
sense-gratification, this keen devotion of his 
also is a combined effect of the three Gunas, 
inasmuch as Dharma etc., are themselves 
a product of the three Gunas, and conduce 
to reverence, wealth and sense-gratification, 
respectively. (7) 
wafer fret yar, afe yer! 
wat arafrsa qos afafate atl! ¢ i 

When a man is devoted to holy rites 


performed with interested motives and w 
he sticks to the life of a householder an 
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later on adheres to his obligatory and 
occasional duty, such devotion etc., (as 
well) on his part is indeed a combined effect 
of the three Gunas, inasmuch as devotion 
to holy rites performed with interested 
motives, attachment to the household and 
devotion to one’s allotted duty are products 
of Rajas,Tamas and Sattva, respectively. 


(8) 

Gea aeaiee: | 
arial Wilde MTT BATS N 
From virtues like self-control one 
should conclude a man to be endowed 
predominantly with Sattva; from passion etc., 
one should know him to be principally full 
of Rajas and from anger and other 


characteristics he should infer him to be full 
of Tamas. (9) 


Fel usta at era AÀA: Tar: | 
a aani frend qed feral ati gon 


When a person worships Me 
disinterestedly with devotion through the 
performance of his duties one should know 
that man or woman too to be endowed with 
a Sattvika disposition. (10) 
AT SAYS STITT Tt Ste TARAR: 1 
ANu let fare ATTA 88 N 

When a man seeking the pleasures of 
sense worships Me through his actions, 
one should know him to be of Rajasika 
disposition; and when he does so expecting 
injury to others (his adversaries etc.), one 
Should know him to be Tamasika by nature. 


(11) 
ara Trea sft Wo siae Fa A 
Ferret deg ai Beara Prater N gR N 


The Gunas, modes of Prakrti, viz., 
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, affect the Jiva 
(embodied soul) alone and not Me, inasmuch 
as they appear only in the mind of the 
former and because it is the Jiva alone that 
is bound to this mundane existence through 
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them, getting attached to the elements in 
the form of the body, senses, mind and the 
objects of the senses. (12) 
Feta ara Ua fagra fora | 
Wal Ger asta daa: Gar 3 N 
When Sattva, which is illuminating, 
transparent and tranquil, prevails over the 
other two Gunas, viz., Rajas and Tamas, a 
man is characterized by wisdom, piety and 
happiness etc., respectively. (13) 


Fal SANTA: Ara TH: Ht Fret eT 
a gar Beta Horr aera FEAT g% i 


When, on the other hand, Rajas—which 
gives rise to attachment and the notion of 
diversity and spurs one to activity—gets the 
better of Tamas and Sattva, then one is 
seized with a craving for glory and fortune 
and is characterized by unhappiness and 
activity. (14) 


Fel WAC TH: Ura TA WS ort SHI 
Se aena PRAT EATS STAT N Be A 


When, however, Tamas—which perverts 
one’s judgment, clouds one’s vision and 
induces dullness—dominates Rajas and 
Sattva, a man is characterized by grief, 
infatuation and violence as a result of 
perverted judgment, excessive sleep through 
obscurity of the mind and by expectation of 
help from others through indolence caused 
by dullness. (15) 


wal fort waited giao a Prafa: | 
Sess Trier ae are fA TSA RE UI 
When the mind is lucid and the senses 
recoil from their objects, nay, when there is 
fearlessness in relation to the body and the 
mind is free from all attachment, know that 


Sattva, which is conducive to My realization, 
is predominant at that time. (16) 


fagey fran oni fara aaa | 
TARA TT UT Tt WaT g9 N 


When, getting agitated through activity a 
man finds his intellect distracted on all sides, 
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nay, his senses know no rest, the organs of 
action are not quite at ease and the mind is 
confused, conclude from these symptoms 
that Rajas holds sway. (17) 


efsad facta Baral Tents 
TAT TS AAT AATA It R N 


When, getting obscured and, therefore, 
incapable of being moulded into the spiritual 
substance, the faculty of reason ceases to 
function and the mind too has its activity 
suspended, and when ignorance and gloom 
prevail, know that Tamas is in the ascendant. 

(18) 


WHAM Wr aa cart aed | 
BRUT A TA WEA TANT 23 Ul 


When Sattvaguna is on the increase, 
the strength of the gods increases; that of 
the Asuras, when Rajas is in the ascendant; 
and that of the Raksasas*, when Tamas is 
predominant, O Uddhava ! (19) 
PAS faa S LAAT FAST | 
ya AAT SA rey HAT RO N 

One should trace the waking state of 
a man from Sattva, attribute his dream state 
to Rajas and deep slumber to Tamas and 
declare the fourth, transcendent state, which 
is no other than the Self, as uniformly running 
through all the three aforementioned states 
of consciousness. (20) 


suga raa AIA AIT VT: | 
AMAT S SAAS THAPATATANTT: M R Ul 


Men following the courses of conduct 
prescribed in the Vedas go higher and still 
higher through Sattva, by recourse to 
Tamas they descend lower and still lower, 
embracing even inanimate life; while by 
recourse to Rajas they continue to move in 
the intermediate state as human beings.(21) 


Grea Wet: Taal at Ae TAT: | 
meag Ari afar area Prio: 122 01 


Those who died when Sattva was in the 
ascendant, ascended to heaven; those whose 
death occurred at a time when Rajas was 
predominant, returned to the human world; 
those whose death took place at a time when 
Tamas was in the ascendant, went down to 
hell; while they who had transcended the 
three Gunas, attained to Me alone even when 
they were still alive. (22) 

if iarna f ta! 
THe main Ran AAAI 23:11 

One’s own allotted duty, whether of an 
obligatory or occasional type, performed with 
the intention of propitiating Me or without 
seeking any reward, is of a Sattvika character 
(has the element of Sattva predominating 
in it). That which is performed with the 
expectation of a reward is Rajasika in 
character; while that which is performed 
with intent to harm others and is full of 
violence etc., is Tamasika in character. 


(23) 
aed miah art Tit ARRA Aq 
Wend are art afa Pioi ya Vv Ul 

Knowledge concerning the absolute Self 
(without reference to the body etc.) is of a 
Sattvika type; while that which relates to the 
Self not unconnected with the body etc., 
has the element of Rajas prevailing in it. 
The knowledge possessed by the uncultured 
(e.g., children or the deaf and dumb) or that 
relating to natural acts such as eating and 
drinking is Tamasika in character; while that 
relating to Me, the Supreme Divinity, iS 


beyond the realm of the three Gunas, modes 
of Prakrti. (24) 


ai g RaR ara UT Tse SAAT | 
m ei apa g Prio 24 l 
The forest, as a matter of fact, is 4 


Sattvika place of abode, inasmuch as it Is 
solitary and undefiled; while the countryside 


* It is the Indriyas given over to other worldiness, worldly activity and infatuation respectively that are 
referred to here by the appellation of gods. Asuras (demons) and Raksasas (ogres). 
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is spoken of as Rajasika. The gambling 
house is a Tamasika dwelling, while My 
temple, which is hallowed by My constant 
presence in the form of an image, is beyond 


the three Gunas. (25) 
Tifa: RRAS Ta TAA: IA: 1 
ara: ARAA Frater wearers: N 2g UI 


An unattached doer is Sattvika; he who 
is blinded with passion, i.e., keenly intent on 
its fruit has been declared to be a Rajasika 
agent. He who has lost his judgment (the 
notion of right and wrong) is a Tamasika agent; 
while a doer who solely depends on Me is 
unaffected by the three Gunas. (26) 
TUTTE CT a HAST I TTA | 
aa AT srat Aaa g Prio n R9 N 

Faith in things spiritual is Sāttvika, while 
that in ritual acts and other worldly duties is 
Rājasika. Faith in unrighteousness, as though 
it were righteousness, is Tamasika; while 
that in My worship is beyond the realm of 
the three Gunas. (27) 
uz UT ah AA | 
Tae Steers arr urfcaretfa ni ze i 

Food which is wholesome, pure and 
obtained without taking pains for it has 
been declared to be Sattvika; that which is 
most agreeable to the palate is Rajasika; 
while that which is unwholesome (conducive 
to suffering in the form of a malady) and 
impure (that which corrupts the mind) is 
Tamasika. Again, that which has been offered 
to Me is beyond the three Gunas. (28) 
afach Genres freee g WAT | 
Wad Areca Frater wears 28 I 

The joy springing from the realization 
of the Self is Sattvika; while that which 
Proceeds from the objects of sense is 
Rajasika. Again, that which proceeds from 
infatuation caused by intoxicating drugs and 
drinks and cajolery (practised towards one’s 
Own wife and children) is Tamasika; while 
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that arising from thought etc., of Me is 
beyond the sphere of the three Gunas. (29) 


FAM: Tet lett A HH AANA: | 
sgass ATTA: Aa Tar FE Ut Ro N 


In this way, substance (food as classified 
in verse 28 above), place of abode (as 
mentioned in verse 25), fruit (in the shape 
of joy referred to in verse 29), time (as 
indicated in verses 13 to 16), knowledge 
(referred to in verse 24), action (classified 
in verse 23), the agent (as mentioned in 
verse 26), faith (referred to in verse 27), 
state of consciousness (as told in verse 
20), form (state of existence as classified in 
verse 21) and final destiny (as referred to in 
verse 22)—everything is as a matter of fact 
constituted of the three Gunas alone. (30) 
aa TOIT Ura: yera RTT: | 
qe Yaad Ga aT Teas Be il 

In fact, all entities pervaded by the 
Spirit and Matter—whatever is seen, heard 
of or pondered by the intellect—are 


constituted of the three Gunas, O jewel 
among men! (31) 


Um: Wada: Tat Wore: | 
Sra Paiste: Sha ToT sitet Ferre: | 
ukna naat aerara woe 320 


All these states of existence of the 
embodied soul are brought about by the 
three Gunas (holding sway over it) and the 
actions performed by it. That embodied 
soul, however, by which these Gunas, modes 
of Prakrti, appearing in the mind have been 
thoroughly brought under control, O gentle 
one, and which stand firmly established in 
Me by treading the path of Devotion gets 
qualified for becoming one with Me. (32) 


wane cad Mean aafaarrasray | 
yrii fattefa at werd aago: 11 33 0 
Therefore, having obtained this human 


body, in which alone Knowledge and 
Realization of Truth can be had, and 
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completely shaking off all attachment to the 
three Gunas, let the wise worship, i.e., take 
refuge in Me. (33) 
Peet ai asia faga Rifa: | 
Weave, Aaa APA: 1 3% 
Free from attachment to the pleasures 
of sense and with his senses brought under 
control, a wise man should carefully worship 
Me and, given over to contemplation, should 
get the better of Rajas and Tamas by duly 
cultivating Sattva. (34) 


Urea fsa Beal AAT ore: 1 
aS Wot ea Stay site ATTA N 34 1 


And, possessed of a tranquil mind and 
united with Me through contemplation, he 


should thoroughly subdue Sattva too by 
means of Sattva itself in the shape of 
desirelessness. Rid in this way of the 
three Gunas, the embodied soul disowns the 
subtle body (constituting its Jivahood) and 
attains to (becomes one with) Me. (35) 


stat staae qeleererrrsra: | 
Waa geo yuit a ARARA 36 11 


Completely disunited from its Jivahood 
in the shape of the subtle body as well as 
from the three Gunas appearing in the mind, 
and full of Me, consisting of perfect bliss, 
the Jiva neither goes out to enjoy the external 
objects nor turns inward to enjoy them 
mentally. In other words, he gets liberated 
during his very lifetime. (36) 


sft SEA TERI IRAs AeA À TAANS AA: 1 24 M 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhāgavata-Purānņa, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA gSA: 
Discourse XXVI 


The Utterance of Purūravā bearing an Aversion 
for the pleasures of Sense 


MUTA TAAT 
mag Hest EAT Tage RATA: | 
amd TTT AAT ATTN g 

The glorious Lord began again: Having 
obtained this human body, the sole medium 
of perceiving My true nature, he who has 
betaken himself to the course of conduct 
pleasing to Me, viz., the path of Devotion, 
duly attains to Me, his very Self, the 
embodiment of supreme Bliss, dwelling in 
his own heart. (1) 


minsa 5 gary ASRNI: MN 


Once completely freed by means of 
firm devotion to the path of Knowledge 
from the bondage of Matter, which conditions 
the embodied soul, the Jiva does not get 
attached to the unreal objects of senses, 
though living in the midst of such objects, 
which are mere creations of Maya, My 
deluding potency, and are being falsely 
perceived as one’s own self or pee 

( 


wi a pataa Aragi aafac! 
TITERS | UTA! 2 l 


One should on no account cultivate the 
fellowship of unworthy men given to the 
gratification of their sexual urge and 
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satisfaction of their hunger alone; for the 
follower of even one such sensualist falls 
into the blinding darkness of hell like a blind 
man following another blind man. (3) 


ta: mm Mead Fee: | 
savitfarert Wert Pfaour: vir x 


Falling a prey to infatuation due to 
separation from Urvasi (in the first instance) 
and eventually disgusted with the pleasures 
of sense on his grief having been overcome 
as a result of his meeting her once more at 
Kuruksetra and attaining to her realm in 
heaven by offering oblations to the sacred 
fire, entrusted to him by the Gandharvas 
and thereby propitiating the gods (vide IX. 
xiv. 32—47), Emperor Pururava (the son of 
lla) of extensive fame sang the following 
song (concerning himself, reproduced in 
verses 7 to 24 below). (4) 


RASS ASA At WA SAATAN: | 
Rara aT RRA faa: 1 & i 


As she went leaving him alone in the 
bed, the monarch felt greatly perturbed and 
followed her in a state of nature like a madman, 
crying: “Tarry a while, my cruel wife!” (5) 
ATASA gea SHAT: | 
4 ae miie Ap: 11 & N 

Deprived of his reason by Urvagi, he 
was aware neither of the nights that passed 
nor of the coming ones for years together 


while repeatedly enjoying the trivial pleasures 
without satiety. (6) 


ter sara 
Sel A tree: ARATATA: | 
SON TRUST AG: GUST FA ETAT: 11 9 N 


Purūravā sang: Astounding indeed is the 
Magnitude of my infatuation, my judgment 
having been clouded by passion, inasmuch 
as all these years of my life have passed 
unnoticed by me while my neck remained 
clasped in embrace by my celestial wife ! 


(7) 


ae Aaa ia: g amaaa | 
yad i aA AAA N N 


Charmed by her, alas ! | did not perceive 
when the sun set or when it rose, nor did | 
know of the days, totalling numbers of years, 
that rolled by ! (8) 


aà A arae SATA Afaa Sa: | 
memana mafra: n | 


How great is the infatuation of my soul 
by which | myself, a universal monarch, the 
crest-jewel of kings, was made a toy deer 
of in the hands of women ! (9) 
Rema fear gordana 
Ort Rai aai TH SAAE Vo I 

Crying like a madman, all naked, | 
followed the woman even as she went 
away deserting me, a ruler of men, including 
my kingdom, like a straw. (10) 


qire: CAM AM SHAN TT | 
Asar fart a Grad meS: N gg N 
Whence could there be any glory, majesty 
or lordship in me, who followed a departing 
woman even like a donkey kicked by a 
she-ass? (11) 
fee fan h aaa h aa AT atl 
fà fafana a Ra ATAN gR 
What will be gained through worship 
of gods, renunciation, askesis, study of 
scriptures, solitary life or observing silence 
by him whose heart has been stolen by 
women? (12) 
mienia fire at ga uean | 
Asera Weal AR aaa: N g3 N 
Fie upon me, a veritable fool, though 
fancying myself to be a learned man, who, 
blind as | am to my own real interests, have 
been enslaved by women just like a bull or 
a donkey, even after attaining sovereignty. 


(13) 
Aad aiga À savar ATAT 
q gaam: carat aag T ii g% N 
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Although | have been enjoying the 
inebriating nectar of Urvaśřs lips for 
multitudes of years, my hankering, mind- 
born as it is, knows no satiety any more 
than fire could be quenched by pouring 
oblations into it. (14) 


draenei fart at aa aia WH | 

SANTA TT ATT ATS 4 II 
Who else than Lord Visnu, who is above 

sense-perception, the ruler of those revelling 


in the self, can possibly succeed in reclaiming 
a mind captivated by a lewd woman? (15) 


Aee cer À amare gaat: | 
AA aAA AeaTeatstareys: N 88 Ul 


Even though | was admonished by that 
celestial woman in truthful words (finding 
place in a Vedic hymn), the great infatuation 
lurking in my mind, perverse of intellect and 
uncontrolled of mind as | am, does not 
depart. (16) 


fate asad Tat aT ATT: | 
manag asd RARA: Ugo 


Or, what offence could have been done 
by her against us any more than by a rope 
against a man who, being ignorant of its 
reality, erroneously conceived it to be a 
serpent? For, in reality it is |, whose senses 
are still uncontrolled, that stand to blame. 


(17) 

ATE TA: STA SPATE ATH STL: | 
SA TOT: AUTEN IATA STRAT Sa: N g A 
How incompatible is this dirty body of a 
woman, full of bad smell etc., and impure, 
and the excellences attributed to it such as 
fragrance, purity and delicacy etc., which 
are generally associated with a flower. It 
was through ignorance, as a matter of fact, 
that the aforesaid virtues were wrongly 
attributed by me to her body. (18) 


fort: fae q arate: AASA: yore: | 
fraen: fea agerfafe at maT l ge 1 


It cannot be definitely ascertained 


whether the body of a human being is the 
property of one’s parents, wife (who provides 
amenities and enjoyment for it), master 
(employer, if one happens to be a servant), 
fire (to which it is ultimately and ordinarily 
consigned at the time of cremation), the 
dog and the vulture (by which it is consumed 
in the event of its being left undisposed of 
after death), the soul (tenanting it, which 
reaps the fruit of its actions) or its near and 
dear ones (who befriend and render good 
offices to it). (19) 
afer weaaa goe fa | 
aà qui Gra fend a AG fea: Roll 
Man gets attached to such an impure 
body, which has a contemptible end (in that 
it resolves itself into worms if interred, into 
excreta if devoured by animals and into 
ashes if cremated), and lavishes praise on 
it in the words “Oh, how delightful is the 
face of this woman with a shapely nose and 
full of charming smiles !” (20) 


aenirekrereercsnreedt 
faoqaga wai patent ferret R? N 
How little difference is there between those 
who take delight in the body of a woman, 
which is no more than a mass of skin, flesh, 
blood, nerves, fat, marrow and bones, on 
the one hand, and the worms wallowing in 
ordure, urine and pus, on the other? (21) 


aar arate Ay ANT AEA | 
aAA: evar ATTA N R? I 


Therefore, he who is alive to his own 
interests should on no account associate 
even through sight with the fair sex nor with 
slaves of woman; for, it is through contact 
of the senses with their objects that the 
mind is agitated, not otherwise. (22) 


ageya WaT A STATA | 
SR Sa: UOT wrap Peake AA: 1 33 I 
No such agitation follows from an unseen 


or unheard of object; hence the mind of 4 
man, who does not direct his senses towards 


pis. 26] 
their objects, becomes still and eventually 
gets composed. (23) 


qe at AA: Fi A CPA: | 

pager arafa Te: weet: fry MRITA It R% N 
Therefore, one should not associate 

through the senses with the fair sex nor 

with those devoted to woman; for, the five 

senses and the mind do not deserve to be 

trusted even by the wise, much less by 


(indiscreet) men like me. (24) 
MUTA TATA 
wa ma ma: 
u sdin fae 
aema O À 
snaa: WN 


The glorious Lord continued: Singing 
thus at the top of his voice, the celebrated 
Purtrava (the object of veneration of kings 
and gods alike) left the realm of Urvasi and, 
having realized Me as his very Self dwelling 
in his own heart and shaken off by dint of 
that realization his delusion in the shape of 
identification with the body etc., retired 
forthwith from the world. (25) 


Tet GATT A Asst SPAT | 
Wt Ue Pera tet AAA HAS: 1 BE N 


Therefore, eschewing evil company, a 
prudent man should associate with the 
righteous; for, the latter cut asunder the 
deep attachment of his mind for the pleasures 
of sense by their precepts. (26) 


WaT ASAT: WIT: AA ST: | 
Frit fda fgg Preaftaer: ut 200 


The righteous are free from craving for 
the pleasures of sense, have their mind 
fixed on Me, are perfectly serene (free from 
Passion), view everything alike as an 
embodiment of Brahma, are free from the 
Senses of mineness as well as from the 
€go-sense (identification with the body etc.), 
are unaffected by the pairs of opposites 
and own no property. (27) 
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ag Fret AAMT AUNT HRN: | 
maafa feat For Ara WYATT Re Ul 
In the midst of those exceedingly 
fortunate people, O highly blessed Uddhava, 
My stories are always told—stories that are 
salutary to mankind and eradicate the sin of 
those that take delight in them. (28) 


aà oat Mead Maat Age: | 
TART: Sega Ube Farah FAFA N BF Ut 
They who listen to them, sing them and 
as a matter of fact heartily approve of them 
and are respectful towards Me, nay, 
exclusively devoted to Me (expecting no 
other return) and are full of reverence acquire 
devotion to Me. (29) 


aft cera: mA: araa aà | 
HEAT «=| AAV ATMA N 30 N 


What else remains to be achieved by the 
pious soul who has attained devotion to Me, 
endowed with endless virtues (potencies), 
the ultimate Cause of all, the embodiment of 
Truth, Consciousness and Bliss? (30) 
aaa Wet ANA 
yii i TASC Ae HATAN Ul Bk N 

Even as cold, dismay and darkness 
disappear in the case of a man who betakes 
himself to the glorious Agni (the god of fire), 
so do the rigidity and obtuseness, born of 
stern devotion to duty, the fear of future 
births and its root, ignorance, get dissolved 
in the case of the man who renders loving 
service to pious souls. (31) 


Prai at yae WaT | 
Prat Sellar: VT ASAT AAA N 32 N 


Just as a strong bark is the supreme 
resort to those that are being drowned in 
water, noble souls who have realized Brahma 
and have attained perfect peace of mind are 
the highest resort to those who having sunk 
once to the lowest depths are coming once 
more to the surface in the ocean of mundane 
existence. (32) 
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ai fe mi WoT Stra RTT aL 
erat fared Fort Wea Sect sary RAAST 33 UI 
Just as food is life itself to those that 
breathe, as | am the only shelter to the 
afflicted, and even as piety is the only 
wealth for men to depend upon in the 
other world after death, so saints are the 
only resort to him who is afraid of being 


born again and again on this mortal plane. 
(33) 


wan fess agfa afer: wafer: | 
aa SAT: AAT: GAT ATÀ AU BYU 


Even having fully risen, the sun bestows 
on us the external eye alone, whereas holy 
men confer on those enjoying their fellowship 
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inner eyes in the shape of knowledge relating 
to the Saguna and Nirguna aspects of 
Brahma. Holy men, therefore, are veritable 
gods, as well as one’s near and dear 
ones. They are one’s very soul, nay, Myself. 

(34) 


dAran crane | 
TiN AAA EN Bk N 


Rid in this way of longing for Urvaśľs 
realm (or sight), and free from all attachment 
due to the fellowship of saints, Purūravā 
(the son of Sudyumna, who had attained a 
feminine form under the name of Ila alongwith 
his retinue due to the curse of Goddess 
Parvati) went about this globe revelling in 
the Self: so the tradition goes. (35) 


af ÁE Herp MAEA GRINER È TRAM ATA: Ml G I 


Thus ends the twenty-sixth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA Cea fay seat: 
Discourse XXVII 
The Yoga of Formal Worship 


3ga Jara 

fradi wares waar wT 
Aa à TATA AAMT: ATATA N g Ut 

Uddhava submitted: Pray, explain to 
me the course of discipline consisting of 
formal worship intended to propitiate You, 
O Lord, and also what type of devotees 
worship You in what manner and from what 
motive, O Protector of devotees ! (1) 


Uae afa Gra Yeh sae OM 
AST WTA SAT STATA S ETA: YA: I? I 
Sages such as Nārada, the divine Vyāsa 
and Brhaspati (Angira’s son), the preceptor 
of the gods repeatedly declare this course 
as conducive to the highest good of men. 


(2) 


fyi à yama aae MATN: | 
qa ye À a TaT NA: N 3 I 

It emanated for the first time from Your 
lotus-like lips; and receiving it from You, the 
divine Brahma taught it to his sons, the 
foremost of whom is Bhrgu; and Lord Siva 
(the Source of the universe) imparted it to his 
divine Spouse, Goddess Parvati. 


Uae à udania A AAA! 
TT AY eia A arg tt tl 


It is higly commendable for all the higher 
grades of society and stages of life and! 
consider it to be the best of all the courses 
of discipline conducive to blessedness even 
for womenfolk and Sudras, O Bestower ° 
honour ! (4) 
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TA SATA irea 
wma ATH ae AAN ui 
Explain this course, untying, as it does, 
once for all the bonds of Karma, O lotus- 
eyed Lord, to me, who stand devoted and 
attached to You, O suzerain Lord even of 


the Rulers of the universe, Brahma, Siva 
and so on. (5) 


APTA TAT 
TRIS aes sega 
aad airen FMT: N & N 


The glorious Lord began again: Since 
there is no end to the branch of the Vedas 
dealing with ritual acts, which is unlimited in 
scope and infinite in volume, O Uddhava ! | 
shall accordingly discuss this topic of 
Kriyayoga in a nutshell in order of sequence 
in its true perspective. (6) 


Anfa fret sft À Afad ae: | 
TAT fait at wagon 


The procedure of My worship is threefold, 
viz. Vedic, Tantrika and mixed (consisting 
of both elements). Of the three, one should 
duly worship Me according to that procedure 
alone which is liked by him. (7) 


Te Tabi feast wrest gee: | 
AN Aste At aT sage abate Bc 


Hear from Me the way in which, having 
first attained the status of the twice-born by 
getting himself invested with the sacred 
thread, as enjoined by (the part of) the 
Veda Prescribing his duties—when the 
Worshipper happens to be a member of the 
twice-born classes—a man should worship 
Me with devotion and reverence. (8) 


sata freA ar gA arog ae ES 
RT ube TS ATTA N 9 1 


Full of Devotion he should worship Me, 
his teacher and father, with the requisite 
Material (flowers etc.), with sincerity (lit., 
Quilelessness in the shape of entertaining 


no hope for its reward) in (through the 
medium of) an image, a raised ground 
(levelled, squared and prepared for a 
Sacrifice) or the sacred fire, the sun, water, 
the cavity of the heart or a Brahmana. (9) 
Wa ar wade AASE EÀ | 
Seat a ert AER i gon 
Having cleansed his teeth with the end 
of a small green twig, crushed with the teeth 
and converted into a brush, he should first 
of all perform his ablutions for the purification 
of his body. The bath should be repeated 
with the utterance of both types of Mantras 
(Vedic as well as Tantric) after first daubing 
the whole body with clay (as well as with 
fresh cowdung, sacrificial ashes and so on) 
and going through other preliminaries such 
as invoking the presence of the Ganga and 
other sacred waters, offering Arghya to them 
and seeking their permission for a bath. 


(10) 
memen Seah 
Tata: PALEE Hee: KT I QV 

Undertaking a noble vow of Propitiating 
Myself, he should perform My worship, which 
wipes out all Karmas, side by side with not 
neglecting duties of a binding nature such 
as saying the Sandhya Prayers, that have 
been enjoined by the Veda. (11) 


Je aet cht den cen ated | 
Ta afore wfaretre SATU Vu 


An image has been declared to be of 
eight kinds according as it is carved out of 
a block of stone or wood, made of molten 
metal such as brass or bronze, clay or 
sandal-paste etc., painted on a wall etc., 
made of sand or carved out of a precious 
stone or conceived by the mind. (12) 


aare fafan uirar stanan | 
saaa a ta: Rogard ui 23 1 


An image, which is a temple of the Lord, 
is again of two varieties, movable and 
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immovable. The ceremonies of invoking the 
presence of or bidding farewell to a deity 
are not necessary in worship done through 
the medium of an immovable one, O 
Uddhava! (13) 
aRar fama: ear EA g Hae FAA | 
wat afar OAs 2Y 
There is option in the matter of invocation 
etc., in the case of a movable image other 
than a Salagrama stone, where no invocation 
etc., is needed; while both must be done in 
the worship through the medium of a raised 
ground or through an image of sand. Only 
an image other than a painted one or that 
made of clay or sandal-paste etc., should 
be invariably bathed; in all other cases 
mere sprinkling all round with water is 
enough. (14) 


zA: ulation: uimaan: | 
we a aaa AT Sat feu eq ul 


My worship through images etc., should 
be done with excellent articles. In the case, 
however, of a devotee, who is free from 
wiles in the shape of a selfish motive it may 
be conducted with articles that are easily 
available. In the cavity of the heart, of 
course, worship is offered with love alone. 

(15) 
Pma erada Taal 
nis maaa aaa Ba: N gS I 
Wa makoi Wes aA afena: | 
agui WS wT ma mAN gol 
warned AA aera Head 
Tell Ya: CATA ears a fee TA: VS 

Worship in the form of bathing and 
decoration with ornaments is highly 
desirable only in an image, O Uddhava; in 
a raised ground, of course, the conceptual 
installation of the various deities, (viz., the 
principal Deity and His entourage, in their 


respective place with the uttering of formulas 
sacred to each; in a sacred fire, the offering 


of oblations soaked in ghee; in the sun, 
respect shown to the sun-god in the form of 
offering Arghya and waiting upon Him with 
prayers and in water, worship through 
gratification by offering water etc., is 
considered most desirable. Even water 
offered with reverence by a devotee is most 
pleasing to Me; how much more, then, are 
sandal-paste, incense, flowers, light and 
food etc., dear to Me? On the other hand, 
anything offered by one who is not a devotee 
does not contribute to My pleasure even if 
it is abundant. (16—18) 


VPA: TTT: WS: HASTA: | 
BTA: We area ATA HATS: N R N 


Having got together all requisites articles 
of worship etc., and prepared a seat with 
blades of Darbha grass pointing to the east, 
and sitting on it with his face turned towards 
the east or the north or in front of the 
image to be worshipped, in the event of the 
latter being immovable, and himself pure, 
the votary should commence worshipping 
Me. (19) 
CATA: pA NA UOT As | 
meet Waitt a aag tt Ro N 

Having consecrated himself (by assigning 
the various syllables of the Mantra to be 
used in the worship to the different parts of 
his hand as well as to the limbs of his 
body), he should gently rub the image with 
a view to wiping off the coat of sandle-paste 
etc., on it when it had been similarly 
consecrated, and then duly adorned with 
sandal-paste and flowers etc., the pitcher 
full of water to be used for worship from the 
beginning to the end and the vessel 
containing water for sprinkling and thereby 
consecrating the utensils and articles of 
worship etc., with. (20) 


wisest Faas a! 
ther wait iara area! 28 " 


Consecrating with that water the temple: 
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the articles of worship as well as himself, 
the votary should get ready three vessels, 
filing them with water taken from the 
pitcher, and providing them with necessary 
accessories* for offering Padya, Arghya and 
Acamaniya, i.e., water for washing the feet, 
the hands and rinsing the mouth of the 
Deity, respectively. (21) 
wran à maT Stora: | 

ainia Prea Trea RTA 22 N 


The worshipper should then consecrate 
the said three vessels containing water for 
washing the feet and hands and rinsing the 
mouth of the deity by breathing into them 
the sacred formulas connected with the 
heart, the head and the tuft of hair on the 
crown (viz., ‘'&} ma:’', ‘yia carer’, ‘forart aye’) 
respectively and lastly, the Gayatri-Mantra 
into all. (22) 


Ros amami erat uti NT | 
audi siamet ATA Pare aATT 33 1 
Then within his own body conceived as 
dried up by the gastric wind and then 
consumed by the fire at the navel and 
ultimately revived by nectar flowing from 
the moon located in the forehead and thus 
thoroughly sublimated, he should meditate 
on My supreme and subtle form, the form 
of Lord Narayana, of which the Jiva is but 
a particle, installed on the lotus of the heart 
and contemplated by accomplished souls at 
the end of Nada (the fifth part of the sound 
of Pranava consisting of 3, 3, 4, fare or the 
nasal sound and =e or the echo). (23) 


AAS SHIM FATS SATA AT TAA: | 
STATA CMTC ATTA At ATT NBS N 


On his body being permeated, as a 
house by the light emanating from a lamp, 
by that subtle form contemplated as his 
own being, he should first worship Me in 
that form with conceptual articles and, full of 
that presence, should then invoke My 
presence in the image etc., and, having 
installed Me there and assigned the syllables 
of the Mantra to the various limbs of the 
image, proceed with My worship. (24) 


UAT TTA, Wer | 
afaa rahe: pea RSSA N RY N 
Tartar da PRAAT 
sma Aaaama Wa qa N 26 N 
Having mentally prepared a high seat 
for Me with Dharma etc. (viz., Dharma or 
Righteousness, Jfiana or Wisdom, Vairagya 
or Dispassion and Aiswarya or Supremacy 
for its four feet; Adharma or Unrighteousness, 
Ajñāna or Ignorance, Avairagya or Absence 
of Dispassion and Anaiswarya or Lack of 
Supremacy for its four sides; and Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas for the three planks 
constituting its base) and the nine Saktis or 
potencies, viz., Vimala, Utkarsini, Jfiana, 
Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, Satya, igana and 
Anugraha or Purity, Exaltation, Wisdom, 
Activity, Supernatural Power, Humility, 
Truthfulness, Rulership and Graciousness 
mounted on it and mentally spread on it a 
lotus of eight petals shining bright with its 
pericarp and filaments, and with the orbs of 


* The scriptures deaing with the details of worship lay down that the following accessories should 
be used alongwith water when washing the feet and hands and rinsing the mouth of the deity respectively— 


mà magai aR | MITT AT TTS MTT TTT N 
qi Sia amekaa | uniteraRagIeriarerrttray N 


“Grains of ‘yamaka rice (which are very small as compared to ordinary rice), blades of Durva (panic 


grass), lotus flowers, a kind of herb called Visnukranta etc., are approved for use with the water intended 
for washing the feet of the Lord with. Sandal-paste, flowers unbroken grains of rice, grains of barley, blades 
Of the sacred Kugagrass, seasamum seeds, mustard seeds and blades of panic grass—these substances 
have been prescribed for being used with the water intended for rinsing the mouth of the deity should be 
accompanied by the nutmeg, cloves, berries of Kankola plant etc. 


ss 
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the sun and other luminaries fixed on it, he 
should install Me on it and offer to Me 
various articles of worship such as water for 
washing My feet and hands, rinsing My 
mouth with, according to the spirit of the 
Vedas and the Tantras both, and with a 
view to securing both worldly enjoyment 
and final beatitude. (25-26) 
qah wear AUETA 
qac ahi aai sa ÈA 29 1 
He should further worship in their order 
of sequence (the discus) Sudarśana, the 
conch named, Pāñcajanya, the mace, 
Kaumodaki, the sword, the bow and the 
arrows as well as the emblems of Lord 
Sankarsana, viz., the plough and the pestle 
in the eight directions and the Kaustubha 
(gem), the Vaijayanti garland and the mark 
of Srivatsa—all the three on the bosom of 
the Lord in their respective position. (27) 
we OAS WHS vav VEN TI 
mai at Wa SYS PRATI ? tl 
He should, likewise, worship the eight 
attendants of the Lord, viz., Nanda, Sunanda, 
Pracanda as well as Canda, Mahabala 
and Bala; Kumuda and Kumudeksana as 
standing around the Lord in the eight 
directions and His carrier, Garuda, as facing 
the Lord. (28) 
ant farah care ara TE] ATT | 
aAa aia pidm: R Ut 
He should also worship, by offering them 
water to wash their hands with and so on, 
Goddess Durgā, Vināyaka, Lord Gaņeśa, 
the sage Vyasa and Viswaksena, all these 
four as surrounding the Lord in the four 
corners intervening the four quarters, his 
own preceptor as standing to His left 
and the gods, viz., the eight guardians of 
the spheres, each in his relative position 


according to the direction in which their 
spheres are located, all, of course, facing 
the Lord. (29) 


asihe pean: 
faa: mAAR farà afa 301 
momia negen | 
deam Bat a R: 1 32 1 
The votary should, if there is sufficient 
wealth, daily bathe Me with water made 
fragrant by sandal-paste, Usira (a kind of 
aromatic grass), camphor, saffron and aloe- 
wood, chanting all the while sacred texts 
such as the Suvarnagharmanuvaka or 
Rgveda, commencing with the words ¥aut 
wig etc., the Mahapurusavidya’, a sacred 
text sacred to Lord Visnu, the Supreme 
Person, the Purusa-Sukta? and the texts of 
Samaveda such as the Rajana Sama and 
the Rauhina Sama. (30-31) 
Sara AT ENEE ESENES GEEN | 
acipada HOA HHT At AATA 3? N 
My devotee should also lovingly set Me 
off in the proper way with raiments, the 
sacred thread, jewels, wreaths of basil leaves, 
scents and sandal-paste. (32) 
wema a me ASAT 
qada caret AiR: 11 33 N 
The worshipper should then reverently 
offer to Me water to wash My feet and rinse 
My mouth with, sandal-paste, flowers and 
grains of unbroken rice for decoration, 
incense, light and articles of food. (33) 


qena AR 
Haraafirguiva Ai aA RÀ Y 
If there be wealth, one should offer as 
food to Me daily or at least on festive 
occasions jaggery or sugar, rice boiled in 
milk and sweetened with sugar, ghee, large 
round cakes of ground rice, sugar and 


EB Stone ones eran e pete cused 
. The 16 Mantras of Rgveda. X. xc; Atharva. XIX.vi; the first 16 Mantras of Sukla Yajurveda XXXI and 


Krsna Yajurveda Ill.xii;, Samaveda 617—621. 


Y 


pis. 27] 


* BOOK ELEVEN +» 


715 


nie 


sesamum seeds and cooked in oil; piles of 
sweet cakes made of meal and sugar and 
fried in ghee; lumps of sweets composed of 
meal cooked in ghee; a kind of porridge 
made of wheat flour with ghee, milk and 
molasses; curds and seasoned soup of 


pulses. (34) 
aiaa AMAA | 
saa Wafer BSAA | 4 


Offering a brush made of a small green 
twig with one of its ends crushed for cleansing 
My teeth, perfumed oil for anointing My 
body with, a paste of saffron and camphor 
powder for being rubbed on the various 
parts of My body in order to clean it of dirt; 
bathing My image with a preparation 
composed of milk, curds, ghee, honey and 
sugar as well as with scented water; 
clothing Me with fine silk and adorning Me 
with jewels, sandal-paste and wreaths etc., 
and putting a mirror before Me in order 
to show Me how | look; offering Me food 
which could be easily swallowed without 
mastication as well as that needing 
mastication, together with fragrant water, 
betel leaves, a bed of flowers etc., and 
also singing songs and dancing etc., should 
be arranged at least on a sacred day, 
e.g., Ekadasi or the full moon, and 
preferably everyday, if one’s means allow it. 


(35) 
faftrn fateat que raamiga: | 
afamar afta: aye UOTE BE N 

Depositing fire in a sacrificial pit, dug 
and constructed with due ceremony alongwith 
three zone-like constructions, a hollow and 
a raised ground, one should collect and 
Concentrate it with the hand once it has 
been kindled by fanning it. (36) 
Weta idame aena 
Navars Serer zeni Ar TEA ATU BO N 
mae PATTA: | 
mag i ea 3 N 


apnene gA | 
stamag una RTTA N 3S N 
Then enclosing it on all sides with twenty 
blades of Kuśa grass, one should sprinkle 
water on the Kuśa blades all round and, 
duly replenishing it with fuel while uttering 
the Vyāhrtis (4;, ya: and so on) and placing 
to the north of the sacred fire articles to 
be offered to the fire and sprinkling them 
with water taken from the consecrating 
vessel, should contemplate Me in the 
fire as shining brightly like molten gold, 
distinguished by four arms resplendent 
with a conch, discus, mace and lotus, calm 
and composed, clad in silk possessing the 
golden hue of the filaments of a lotus, 
adorned with a brilliant diadem, bangles, a 
girdle round My waist and excellent armlets, 
bearing the mark of Srivatsa on My bosom, 
distinguished with the lustrous Kaustubha 
gem and with a garland of sylvan flowers. 
(37—39) 

TTT CAO SAHA I 
merama STAT ATPL Ble: Usoll 

Weare ë Aera: | 
mA aera A: Rapi Bel: N ¥2 N 
Visualizing and worshipping Me as such 
and casting into the fire sacrificial sticks 
soaked in ghee and having made the two 
offerings of ghee known by the name of 
Āghāras and consisting of sprinkling ghee 
across the sacrificial pit from the northern 
to the southern end and from the southern 
to the northern end, uttering the formulas 
‘aà eT’, and ‘gaa agt and two more 
offerings known by the name of Ajyabhagas 
and consisting of pouring ghee into the 
sacred fire uttering the formulas ‘ata caret’ 
and ‘ara tare’, respectively, should offer 
oblations soaked in ghee, uttering the 
fundamental Mantra, 3% aA mrama, and then 
the hymn known by the name of Purusa- 
Sukta, consisting of sixteen Mantras; taking 
a fresh oblation in a limited quantity with 
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every utterance. The knowing devotee should 
further offer oblations through the fire to 
Dharma and others in the order mentioned 
before (in verse 25 above), uttering the 
name of the deity with the indeclinable 
“Swaha’” added to it and then the oblation 
known as “Swistakrt” (which is offered at 
the end of a sacrifice with the formula ‘sma 
Raggà water’ and is so-called because it is 
believed to turn the sacrifice into a success). 
(40-41) 
araia AAT TAT Ae VL 
Ae AAS TA PART AHA 8? N 
Having worshipped Me as indwelling 
the fire and saluted Me, the votary should 
offer oblations in the eight directions to My 
attendants (Nanda and others, mentioned in 
verse 28 above) and then returning to the 
place of worship and taking his seat before 
Me, should repeat the Mula (principal) Mantra 
as long as possible, contemplating all the 
while on the Infinite in the form of Lord 
Narayana. (42) 


SraIS SSAA Ea TTS Hea | 
qaa AP, ATTA AT %3 I 


Then, visualizing Me as having finished 
My dinner in the meantime, he should offer 
water to Me for rinsing My mouth with and 
again inviting Me back to My seat, should 
make over the remnants to Viswaksena, 
the foremost attendant to the Lord. Again, 
offering betel-leaves etc., containing aromatic 
substances, intended to perfume the mouth, 
he should then conclude the worship by 
showering on Me flowers placed in the 
hollow of one’s joined palms. (43) 


SOTA TO FT HATA AT | 
THM: MATRA Het MOTT TAT SY Ut 


Then celebrating, recounting and 
dramatically representing My exploits, 
dancing out of joy while doing so and narrating 
or listening to My stories, one should remain 
immersed in joy awhile. (44) 


AAS SMTA: TAA: MTT: WAHT | 
eet wale aAA ada SSA xe N 
Po Aa: eat ACA A VLA | 
wort ute writer sitet YATTA ut xe 1 
Glorifying Me through long or short 
hymns found in ancient works such as the 
Vedas and Puranas as well as through 
those composed by great men, and praying 
in the words “Be pleased, O Lord!” he 
should salute Me falling flat on the ground 
like a log, placing his head at My feet and 
with his arms joined together at his back, 
(after the fashion of a criminal) and saying, 
“O Lord, protect me, afraid as | am of the 
ocean of worldly existence rendered all the 
more fearful by the presence of the alligator 
in the shape of death, and as such have 
come to You for protection.” (45-46) 
Bhat ai He Sat ATEN ATS 
SHIA Sag SH Vater ars A TA: 1 Ve 1 
Praying thus he should respectfully 
place on his head as if given by Me the 
flowers etc., offered to Me and in case he 
must send back the deity (from the image 
in the event of its being intended for 
temporary worship); the divine effulgence 
invoked into the image should be drawn 
back from it and merged into the divine 
flame burning in the lotus of the heart and 


the image deposited into some holy tank or 
river. (47) 


aratia sar aa Hag Ai IA ATA 
aay a yalenga RAT: tl 84 ll 


One can worship Me through whichever 
of the media (enumerated in verse 9 above), 
e.g., an image, he conceives a reverence 
for on a particular occasion; for, being the 
Soul of the universe. | dwell in all created 
beings as well as in the Self of the worshipper 
himself. (48) 


Ti feared: gars fener: | 
arder: fafa rt farani fa %3 " 
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Worshipping Me as aforesaid in 
accordance with the courses of worship 
taught in the Vedas as also in the Tantras, 
a man secures at My hands success of the 
kind coveted by him both here and hereafter. 


(49) 
neat weuirareal bat HRA FSA | 
TST VATU TAT ATATTATESTATT I 40 I 

oa f i i 
mya aa ae eTA 4g N 

One who can afford to do so should 
cause a strong enduring house of worship 
to be built and, having duly installed My 
image in it, should further cause beautiful 
flower-gardens to be laid out and make 
a formal grant in favour of the temple of 
fields, markets, towns or villages helpful 
for the daily worship, occasional 
congregations on sacred days and festivals. 
Granting these for the regular and 
uninterrupted conduct of worship etc., from 
day to day as well as on specially sacred 
days, one bids fair to enjoy a fortune as 
great as Mine. (50-51) 


isa mid at sora 
Yi sar Patera Y? I 


Through installation of an image, one 
bids fair to acquire sovereignty of the entire 
globe; by erecting a temple, he is sure to 
attain dominion of all the three worlds; through 


worship etc., one can hope to reach the 
realm of Brahmā and through all these three 
combined, one can attain a state of equality 
with Me. (52) 


mia mAn Ra facta! 
Rnd A AMA Us a: yda APTI 43 I 
He who worships Me as aforesaid 
secures union in thought with Me through 
Devotion and through such course of 


disinterested Devotion one attains to Me 
alone. (53) 


a: Went ea wa ATA: | 
Ghat a Hat TSH ATO AT ATL UI 


He who takes away the endowment 
made either by himself or by others in 
favour of the image of a deity or a 
Brahmana continues for ten crores of years 
to be born as a creature living on ordure. 

(54) 
aI 


mia mAAR 
aaoi RT: NA YÀ AA Ae THETA UG I 


Such a destiny (whether good or bad 
as depicted in verses 49 to 54 above) 
awaits hereafter the agent as well as his 
assistant, prompter and supporter too, since 
each of them is a partner in the act; and the 
reward or punishment is greater according 
as the action is more dignified or atrocious. 

(55) 


sft GAE TEÒ MAEA GRITAR TARS ATA: Il 29 I 
Thus ends the twenty-seventh discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— aM 


e maaa ~ ~ 


AMETAN ATTA: 
Discourse XXVIII 
The Highest Truth Discussed 


MATA TAA 
uauraanift 4 widet Ted! 
fasadah US WHAT FHA Tl Fl 

The glorious Lord began again: 
Visualizing the universe—though brought 
about by the co-operation of Prakrti (Matter) 
and Purusa (the Spirit)—as one in substance 
as a manifestation of Brahma or the 
Absolute, one should neither praise nor 
condemn the tranquil, vehement or of torpid 
nature and corresponding actions of 
others. (1) 
qanat a: ua Praf 
a am aà maiaa RAAT: Ut R N 

He who eulogizes or denounces the 
natural bent of mind and actions of others 
quickly strays from his real purpose of Self- 
Knowledge on account of his clinging to 
duality, which is unreal. (2) 


aaa frrassost ose Wea: | 
Tat wA yes at AGATA TH ATT 3 N 


On the senses, evolved from the Rajasika 
ego, being overpowered with sleep, the soul 
imprisoned in the body enters the realm of 
Maya (illusion in the shape of the dream state 
in the event of the mind continuing to function) 
and having lost its consciousness of the body 
and its surroundings later on when the mind 
too becomes torpid, reaches the state of deep 
sleep, which has been likened to death. So 
does the man perceiving many things (instead 
of the one real substance) experience 
distraction on coming in contact with the 
pleasures of sense and later on finds himself 
sunk into the depths of ignorance. (3) 
fie og ferns ar gaene: fra 
arifed wagi wre carta asi 


In the midst of duality, which is unreal, 
the question does not arise what is good 
(praiseworthy) and what is evil (deprecable) 
and to what extent a particular thing is good 
or bad; for, whatever is expressed through 
word, i.e., whatever is grasped through the 
senses, as well as whatever is contemplated 
with the mind is false. (4) 


DATA AA SAAT: | 
Ue Aaa WaT eT HAAN & I 


A reflection, an echo and an illusory 
object, such as a mother of pearl presenting 
the appearance of silver, though unreal, 
react on us as though they were real. So do 
the body and other entities continue to inspire 
fear till they disappear into their one 
substratum, viz., Brahma. (5) 
arda ated faya eat gaits Wy: | 
mrad atta faya gaa RAFT: IS N 

Therefore, this universe is no other than 
the Supreme Spirit, inasmuch as It is capable 
of assuming all forms and almighty, i.e., 
capable of evolving everything. It is that 
Universal Spirit alone which creates and is 
created, protects and is protected, destroys 
and is destroyed. It is both the subject and 
the object. (6) 
FTA SAT STATS Tat Arafa: | 
Pref Aafa Prior Raa 
yi yri fates fafaet are Pay! S 

Therefore, no entity other than the Self 
existing apart from that which is created 
and so on has been posited by the Vedas. 
This threefold appearance in the shape 
of creation, continuance and destruction 
of the universe in the Self has been 
declared by the wise as baseless. Know 
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the threefold existence in the shape of the 
perceiver, the perceived and the act of 
perception, being a product of the three 
Gunas, as brought about by Maya, My 
deluding potency. (7) 


wie far ngi afar | 
a Prefa 4 a wilt cites oft ata e N 


He who comes to know what is meant 
by this ripeness of JAana and Vijhana as 
taught by Me would neither extol nor revile 
anyone and would move about in the world, 
free from partiality and prejudice as the sun. 

(8) 
wad Foreareriferer | 
werden Fam fate n 

Realizing this world as having a beginning 
and an end and, therefore, unreal when 
conceived as apart from the Spirit by means 
of perception, inference, the authority of the 
scriptures and one’s own direct experience, 


one should move about in this world 
unattached. (9) 


SET FATT 

Tart a tae HART: | 
AMERA HA CASITA it Qo tl 

Uddhava submitted: Transmigration, or 
in other words, the experience of pleasure 
and pain etc., is undergone neither by the 
Soul, who is the perceiver and, therefore, 
Self-luminous, nor by the body, which is the 
Object of perception and, therefore, other 
than the Self. All the same, it is experienced, 
O Lord! The question, therefore, arises: by 
whom is it undergone? (10) 


ATA SUT: Vag: AGATA: | 
aaea: mete waft: nee 


The soul is undecaying, unqualified, free 
from impurities, self-effulgent like fire and 
Unobscured (by the evil of Avidya or 
nNescience) while the body is material like 
Wood. Therefore, which of the two undergoes 
transmigration? (11) 


wag eae: MARTA 
Tan: naaien A sA AART: 122 N 
The glorious Lord replied: So long as 
there is contact of the undiscriminating 
soul with the body, senses and vital airs 
metempsychosis continues to bear fruit in 
the shape of pleasure and pain, even though 
it has no reality. (12) 


agi abemi daft Fada 
SMa ATI LAA SATAY Fa N V3 Ui 


Even though phenomena in the shape 
of the various bodies do not exist in the 
Self, metempsychosis consisting in the 
experience of pleasure and pain does not 
cease in the case of the embodied soul 
continuing to think of the objects of senses, 
even as calamities do not cease to afflict a 
man in the dream state so long as the 
dream is not broken, although the objects 
seen in it, including the body appearing in 
the dream, do not actually exist. (13) 


aa Wale Weal sere | 
a Ua wiser aS Aes Hea ext 


Just as the dream experience brings 
many a woe to a man who has not yet 
woken—while the same surely does not 
infatuate him who has woken up—so what 
brings sorrow to the ignorant does not afflict 
a wise man. (14) 


UEIS MEE ICCI ISS AEEA i 
HEARS GIIA TAT YASA AETA: 1 24 I 
Grief, delight, fear, anger, greed, 
infatuation, craving and other moods as 
well as birth and death are seen in relation 
to the ego and not to the Self. (15) 


faam SPAT 
sds qorti: | 
w maig a: 
m amma PATA: NS N 
The spirit hidden behind the body, the 
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senses, the vital airs and the mind and 
identifying itself with them is called the Jiva. 
The subtle body, constituted of the Gunas 
and Karmas, is its material manifestation 
and is variously known as the Sutratma 
or the Mahat-tattva. Controlled by God in 
the form of the Time-Spirit, it revolves in 
Samsara, the whirligig of metempsychosis. 


16) 
ata, agaratad 
Wiles: UUs i 
Rra- 


fsa oft faaraqer: i go 
Cutting down with the sword of wisdom, 
whetted by worship of God, this tree of the 
ego-sense—which has no root and yet 
stands revealed in multitudinous forms 
such as those of gods, human beings 
etc., and is entertained in relation to the 
mind, speech, vital airs and body, a 
contemplative soul roams about on the 
globe devoid of all thirst for the pleasures of 
sense. (17) 
aa 0 ofaaet |= Faery 
TAARTEN, l 
wee å ma HTH 
masa WA Ada RANN 
Wisdom consists in distinguishing the 
Self from the non-Self. Study of the Vedas 
and askesis in the shape of discharging 
one’s own sacred obligations, the teachings 
of exalted souls, ratiocination consistent 
with those teachings and one’s own 
realization, which does not contradict the 
two, constitute the means to the attainment 
of such discriminating knowledge. And 
such discrimination results in the conviction 
that what alone existed at the beginning of 
creation and will survive at the end of it, 
exists in the middle as well and that is 
Brahma, the revealer as well as the cause 
of the universe. (18) 


am Rui epi GTR 
yama udia RUIM 

mwa uà aaa 
BUELEGE Eea agan VSN 


Even as gold not yet wrought into 
various beautiful shapes as ornaments, which 
existed before as well as after all that is 
made of it, is the same even at the middle, 
while it is being called by different names 
(ear-ring, bangle and so on), so do |, the 
Cause of the universe, exist before and 
after the universe and am designated by 
different names even at the middle. In other 
words, the creation is in no way other than 
Me. (19) 


faarraaterracert 

RUER] matured | 
KSEE E> aj EIGEG Jakas 

a gån ma HAAI RON 


That one substance, viz., Brahma alone 
is real, because of which the fourth principle 
consisting of absolute Consciousness—O 
dear Uddhava, this mind subject to its three 
states, viz., waking, dream and deep slumber, 
the three Gunas or modes of Prakrti which 
bring about the three states as well as the 
threefold universe (consisting of the cause, 
viz., the Adhyatma or the senses, the effect, 
viz., the, Adhibhuta or the five elements— 
earth etc., and the agent, viz., the Adhidaiva 
or the gods presiding over the Indriyas) 
appear through invariable concomitance, 
and which substance equally persists even 
when this threefold distinction disappears, 
viz., during Samadhi or the state of absorption. 


20) 
a ad Weed Gt Wa 
met ad at Segara! 
ud uig a aT aq Ad 
aaa aq enaa À ater e 


That, on the other hand, which neither 
existed before nor will persist after, ViZ-» the 
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manifest creation does not really exist even 
in the middle except in name alone. An 
effect is the same as that other substance 
viz., the cause through which it came into 
being and by which it stands revealed: such 
is My conviction. (21) 


aiemmissa ICT 


CCID ISIC CONE G ea 


This world of modifications, though it 
did not exist before, has evolved from 
Brahma through Rajas and is revealed also 
by Brahma, which, on the other hand, is the 
cause of all by itself and not the effect of 
any other cause and the revealer, too. 
Therefore, it is Brahma alone which 
appears as this diversified universe, 
consisting, as it does, of the senses and 
their objects (the subtle elements), the mind 
(including the gods presiding over the senses 
and the mind) and the five gross elements. 

(22) 


fassan 
Amagers RAAR A: N3 N 


Resolving one’s doubts concerning the 
Self by the aforesaid means of clearly 
distinguishing Brahma (vide verse 18 above) 
and by rejecting the possibility of the body 
etc., which are other than the Self being 
recognized as the Self and by the grace of 
a wise preceptor, and sated with the bliss 
of Self-Realization, one should dissociate 
Oneself from all the senses etc., thirsting 
after enjoyment. (23) 


mpa: a aR 2x tl 


Indeed the body, which is a product of 
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the earth, the senses, the deities presiding 
over them, life-breath, the air, water, fire 
and the mind, which is sustained by food, 
reason and the intellect, the ego, ether, 
earth, the five objects of the senses and 
Prakrti, the state of equilibrium of the three 
Gunas, are not the Self since they are all 
material. (24) 


W: FNR N 


What gain can there be to him who has 
fully realized My Truth through his senses, 
made up of the three Gunas, being 
composed or, say, what harm can befall 
him through his senses being tossed about? 
What gain or loss can accrue to the sun 
through the clouds having gathered about it 
or dispersed? (25) 


TAA: daha: WI RG Ul 


Even as the sky is not affected by the 
drying, burning, drenching and soiling 
properties of the air, fire, water and earth or 
by the peculiarities, that come and go, of 
the various seasons, so the transcendent 
indestructible is never contaminated by the 
impurities (impure tendencies and actions) 
of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, which bring 
about the transmigration of one who looks 
upon the body as his Self. (26) 


amt a: Rati 
wg mmèàg Arad 
maA = get TAS. 
Tr Re MEPA: 11 2 HI 
All the same, attachment to the pleasures 
of sense, which are the creations of Maya 


(Prakrti) should be completely eschewed 
until the impurity attaching to the mind in 
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the form of passion is shaken off through 
the intense practice of Devotion. (27) 


aars ana ort 

Ww: p: aaefa A 
EEIE CEIBE Jil 

gà aai EATA R N 


Just as a disease in men sprouts again 
and again, if treated improperly, and causes 
much pain, so does the mind whose passions 
and the latencies of Karma to which they 
are traceable have not been burnt and which 
has conceived an attachment for all wealth, 
sons, wife and so on, brings about the fall of 
one who has not attained perfection in Yoga 
(wisdom). (28) 


gt A fafearara- 


a menaa ot 
Gara art a g RATARI RS N 


Those imperfect Yogis, who are thus 
frustrated by living impediments in the form 
of human beings such as wife and sons, 
kinsfolk and disciples, placed by the gods, 
take once more to the practice of Yoga, by 
force of the habit acquired in previous births, 
but never to the elaborate course of action. 

(29) 


w 


aia wd feat a wd: 
ara Aa aaa 
a aa faga upi feerarsta 
aago: = ACTA | 80 
Impelled by some agency (the Inner 
Controller or force of destiny etc.,) the 
ignorant man performs actions till his death 
and is subjected to joy and sorrow, i.e., 
undergoes transmigration thereby. The 
enlightened soul, however, is not so 
subjected, though seated in the body (a 
product of Matter), his thirst for the pleasures 
of sense having ceased due to his enjoying 
the bliss of Self-Realization and hence 
does not undergo transmigration through 


[Dis. 28 
performing actions all his life. (30) 
ast 
Wa aa aa \ 


aud. feeaatear- 
PECL Ita ATU se N 


He whose mind is fixed on the Self is 
not aware of the body whether it is standing 
or sitting, walking or lying down, answering 
the calls of nature or masticating food or 
pursuing any other natural activity. (31) 


uaea faan 


mA adea RATAN 3? N 


If at all a man of wisdom perceives the 
various objects of his extroverted senses, 
he does not recognize as real anything 
other than the Self, for such a thing would 
be contrary to reason—any more than a 
man rising from sleep recognizes as real an 
object seen in a dream and as such 


vanishing. (32) 
aaaea l 


Frade aq pga 
A Ted are Aga sre 33 Ml 


This psycho-physical organism, a 
product of ignorance, wonderfully wrought 
by the three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and 
Karmas (conforming to those Gunas), which 
was formerly in the state of bondage, 
perceived as non-distinct from the Self, O 
dear Uddhava, now disappears in the light 
of Self-Knowledge. The Self, however, can 
neither be apprehended nor rejected. (33) 


aa fe me yaar 
wah feat g at faerd 
wa ma foo adt Ñ 
smia yene FÈ: l? 
Just as the emergence of the sun only 
disperses the darkness screening the human 
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eyes, but does not create anew what has 
already been there, so My consummate 
and true realization dispels the darkness 
enveloping the mind of man. (34) 


w mias 

wey: URAY R: | 
wisai aai aÀ 

EEIEGI antayen BG I 


The Self is never hidden from our view, 
but ever directly perceptible. It is self- 
luminous, beyond birth and death etc., 
beyond all proof, unlimited in point of time 
and space etc., and therefore beyond all 
change, comprising all sorts of experiences, 
and remaining one without a second when 
all words cease to describe it. Speech and 
the senses function only when impelled by 
it. (35) 
Tae ae Aana tact | 
Maya Tea A ae FE Be I 

The notion of difference in the absolute 
Self is entirely a delusion of the mind; for 
other than one’s own self there is no ground 
for this difference. (36) 

ffi: q trenh i 
amatas gi ursan AATA 39 tI 

The view of some self-conceited men 
that the duality in the form of the body etc., 
perceptible with the senses in the form of 
SO many names and forms and consisting 
of the five gross elements cannot be refuted 
is a meaningless tall talk. (37) 


Asu asta: BT Shera: | 
weft aad fated fafa: uacn 
If the body of a Yogi who has not yet 
achieved perfection in Yoga and who is 
Still striving is visited by some calamities 
(ailments etc.,) appearing all of a sudden, 
the following is prescribed as a remedy.(38) 


aiyaara ad: | 
mià: iragana fa 32 


> 


One should get rid of some obstacles 
such as heat and cold through Yogic 
concentration (severally on the moon and 
the sun), others (viz., flatulence and other 
ailments) by means of Yogic postures 
accompanied by concentration on the air 
and still others (viz., those brought about by 
evil stars and snakes etc.,) through askesis 
(self-denial), spells and drugs, as required. 


(39) 
SAAT maia: I 
Aana A ETA: Il Yo N 


Some obstacles such as lust and anger 
yielding evil results one should gradually 
get over through continued contemplation 
on Me, by loudly chanting the Divine Names 
and so on, and still others such as hypocrisy 
and pride by waiting upon masters of Yoga. 


(40) 
Afa defii eir: grei aate ery | 
faera faaan daa faa we N 


Some men, having controlled their 
senses and made their living body 
exceptionally strong (proof against disease 
and old age) and ever young by various 
means, take to the practice of Yoga for the 
attainment of mystic powers (such as 
transferring one’s soul to a dead body and 
tenanting it). (41) 


A fe aa Heres Aararat eaves: | 
WIAA Tata aa: X N 


That is, however, not to be made much 
of by the wise; for the pains taken over 
such a consummation are futile inasmuch 
as the body after all is perishable like the 
fruit of a tree and might drop any moment. 


(42) 
ant aad Fret aragadq aerated | 
TETA ATA ATA HAR: 1 83 1 


Even if the body of a man ever diligently 
practising Yoga attains exceptional fitness, 
a wise man should not lay much store by 
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such fitness, discontinuing the practice of 
Yoga; he should, on the other hand, remain 


devoted to Me. (43) 


Amaai A anA NaN: | 


maA Fee: Ty: tl 8Y N 
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The Yogi who, depending on Me, diligently 
carries on the aforesaid practice of Yoga js 
not baffled by obstacles; he is, on the other 
hand, rid of all hankerings and enjoys the 
bliss of Self-Realization. (44) 


sft Maara FETT TRACT GIIA AS CAMS ATA: Il E I 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


STAM Sara: 
Discourse XXIX 


Courses of conduct pleasing to the Lord: Uddhava’s 
departure for Badarikasrama 


yri wa AAAA: | 
AON SHA A PAGAL TH AEA Ut R N 
Uddhava submitted: | consider this 
Yogic discipline extremely hard to practise 
for one who has not been able to control his 
mind. Therefore, pray ! tell me explicitly, O 
immortal Lord, the means by which a man 


may easily attain perfection. (1) 
wan: ysig da ARTA A: | 
aieeaa aA AST: RN 


Yogis (strivers) trying to curb their mind, 
O lotus-eyed Lord, get tired in their attempt 
to control it and often feel frustrated because 
of their not being able to compose it. (2) 


aa q fayayar Amd- 
vaaan en a ATR: 3N 


It is for this very reason that men who 
are capable of distinguishing the substantial 
from the unsubstantial easily and definitely 
resort to Your lotus-feet, yielding the nectar 
of supreme bliss, O lotus-eyed Lord of the 


universe ! Handicapped, however, are they 
by Your Maya (deluding potency), who, 
being proud of their Self-Knowledge and 
knowledge of ritual acts, do not (so) resort 
to You. (3) 
fis farmed aaae 
TREATY AER 
SATA BE FA: Tae 
sfnfteeticaetifedaradta: = sl 


That You should be subject to the will of 
Your servants (devotees) that are exclusively 
devoted to You, O Befriender of all, is no 
wonder for You, O immortal Lord! who 
found delight in the company of animals 
(monkeys etc., in Your descent as Sri Rama 
as well as in Your infantile sports al 
Vrndavana), even though Your very footstool 
is ever and anon rubbed by the end of the 
brilliant diadems of Brahmā and others, the 
rulers of the world ! (4) 
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offices done by you to Your devotees in the 
past can possibly turn his back on You as 
aforesaid, the Ruler and the Beloved, nay, 
the very Self of the entire creation, who 
bestow all desired boons upon those that 
have sought shelter with You? What knowing 
man will as a matter of fact go in for 
something other than You, even though gifted 
_ by You, which is conducive to good fortune 
(alone) and later on, to forgetfulness about 
You? What good fortune will not attend on 
us, who take delight in the dust of Your 
feet! 


pie lS ee ql 


Even enlightened souls cannot get 
square with You, O Lord! even through 
the span of life allotted to Brahma 
(viz., 31,10,40,00,00,00,000 years) and feel 
overjoyed while recalling Your obligations; 
for they know that appearing in the form of 
the preceptor outside and in the form of the 
Inner Controller within their heart, it is You 
who drive away the sin and impurities of 
embodied souls and reveal Your true nature 
to them. (6) 


mAAR: 9 


Sri Suka began again: Questioned thus 
by Uddhava, whose mind was excessively 
devoted to Him, Sri Krsna (the suzerain 
Lord even of Brahma and others, the rulers 
of the universe), who, having assumed three 
forms under the names of Brahma, Visnu 
and Siva through His own potencies in the 
shape of Rajas, Sattva and Tamas, toys 
with the world, lovingly spoke as follows 
with a soul-ravishing smile on His lips. (7) 


MUTA TAA 

aa a paR we my Gar | 
FSF GASSAT AA Ft Aah THAT I cll 

The glorious Lord said: “Hullo! | shall 
tell you the most auspicious courses of 
conduct pleasing to Me, following which 
with reverence a mortal conquers death, 
which is so difficult to conquer. (8) 


pate natr pier vest yeh: S| 
Taft ngA: eu 
“With mind and intellect dedicated to Me 
and his mind and soul finding delight in the 
courses of conduct pleasing to Me, a man 
should gradually learn to perform all actions 
for My sake, remembering Me all the while. 


(9) 
SUI Ua sat Aah: ATL: FSTATT | 
eae Werth RoN 


“He should take up his abode in holy lands 
inhabited by pious men devoted to Me and 
follow the conduct of my devotees among 
the gods, demons and human beings. (10) 
yag AAV AT Hel Aar | 
mA Adena ARAR: 1 22 u 

“He should arrange either individually or 
collectively in My honour on sacred days 
(such as Ekadasi) processions and great 
festivities alongwith songs, dances etc., 
spending large sums of money on a 
monarchical scale. (11) 


ma wdy ainga 
SAA BA FIM GAAS: 11.22 N 
“Pure of mind, he should behold Me 
alone, the Supreme Self, as pervading within 
as well as without and unconditioned as the 
sky in all created beings as also in his own 
self. (12) 
sfa aati anf wares vera 
URE FAM AM hafa: N 23 
AIT Yoana HAT AAV Sch CHEATS | 
TR Hie Aa AAgH aos Aa: N g% 
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“He who, embracing thus the point of 
view of Self-Knowledge alone, regards all 
created beings as identical with Me, O 
highly enlightened one, and honours them 
as such, nay, who looks with equanimity 
upon a Brāhmaņa and a low-born individual, 
a thief and a devotee of Brahmanas, the 
sun and a spark, a tender-hearted and a 
cruel man, is taken to be wise. (13-14) 
atai Waa Gar ara shea | 
PHT TAMATEHNT: ASAHI Feat FE Ul ge 

“The spirit of rivalry with equals, fault- 
finding (with one’s superiors) and contempt 
(for one’s inferiors) coupled with self-conceit 
surely disappear before long from the mind 
of a man incessantly engaged in looking 
upon men and women as no other than 
Myself. (15) 


erneki g koy Ga ats iiie AeA 
TAa A TE UL RA N 


“Ignoring his own people even if they 
laugh at him and giving up the body- 
consciousness (as a result of which one 
comes to regard oneself as superior or the 
low-born, or animals etc., as inferior to 
one’s own self) and casting to the winds all 
sense of shame, he should bow low to all, 
down to a dog, a pariah, a cow and a 
donkey, falling flat on the ground like a log 
of wood. (16) 


Mad HAT A NAA AATA | 
maagia ae ag A: 11 V9 


“Until the conviction about all created 
beings being identical with Myself gets rooted 
in him, he should worship Me in the aforesaid 
manner through the active agency of his 
speech, mind and body. (17) 


ad wane ae Aans seria | 
ukaa NAA PRITA: ee N 


“Everything is reduced to Brahma (the 
Absolute) in his eyes. And seeing Brahma 
and Brahma alone everywhere by virtue of 
knowledge raised to the level of realization, 


gained by looking upon everything as 
Brahma, and freed from all doubts, he should 
cease from all activity. (18) 


ari fè udane Heii ndt HA | 
wga: uig Tae: 88 


“Looking upon all created beings as 
Myself through the active agency of mind, 
speech and body—this indeed is considered 
by Me to be the best of all disciplines 
conducive to My realization. (19) 
q gium edd ngga | 
qa aaa: TASMANIA: N Ro Ut 

“There is no fear of loss in the least degree 
of this course of conduct in the form of My 
worship, O dear Uddhava, once it has been 
taken up in right earnest, because it is free 
from all craving and since it has been 
deliberately determined by Me, unaffected as 
it is by the three Gunas. (20) 
at at afa wy end: aead Prencra Aq! 
aararar rA: are, Ra AAAI BV 

“Nay, whatever worldly exertion, though 
fruitless (e.g., the act of fleeing and crying 
through fear etc.,) yet dedicated in a 
disinterested spirit to Me, the Supreme, is 
exalted to the level of Dharma (righteousness), 
O most pious Uddhava ! (21) 


Tat afai afa a AATA 
aq ae AA AA BR I 


“Here lies the wisdom of the wise, nay, 
the cleverness of the clever consists in this 
alone that one attains in this very life to Me, 
the only immortal and real substance, through 
this bogus and mortal frame. (22) 
w àsa: Hee saaa NTE: | 
amaaan aA gia: N 33 

“The aforesaid teaching covers the entire 
range of Vedantic teaching, which has been 
taught by Me to you in a nutshell or in 
extenso, as necessary and which is $0 
difficult to grasp even for the gods. (23) 
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antenna Ted aH arean | 
Uae fasta Fela Tea TEE: N ex I 
“Repeatedly has this Knowledge of Truth 
been expounded by Me in a very lucid and 
reasoned way. Having grasped it fully a 
man will have all his doubts dispelled and 
bids fair to get liberated. (24) 
aaa aa we nd eat 
m TAS Ut wenferreafer ni 24 N 
“Nay, he who treasures in his mind this 
question of yours as well as this discourse 
containing my reply to it will realize the 


everlasting transcendent Brahma, that lies 
hidden in the Vedas. (25) 


BUA MY MSE, TAT | 

Tale AMET CeTATAMAIAT I 2E tl 
“Again, | shall voluntarily confer My 

own Self on that teacher of Brahma who 


imparts this knowledge to My devotees 
most extensively. (26) 


a Und anette ufat ond wafer 

a panei adi astern on 
“He who repeats aloud in an intelligent 

way this most sacred teaching of Mine, 

which is capable of sanctifying others too, 

will get purified, in that he will be revealing 


Me day to day to others by the lamp of 
wisdom. (27) 


4 Wega aM: JUAN: | 
aA atts Unt pes RARA E TET Re N 


“A man who attentively listens to this 
dialogue with reverence from day to day will 
be Practising in effect supreme devotion to 
Me and will not be bound by actions. (28) 
FAS TM Ge wa aaa! 
atte a ate: eyar waa: 11.28 11 

“I hope, O Uddhava, my friend, the true 
Nature of Brahma has been fully understood 
by you; | presume also that your mind-born 


infatuation and grief too has totally 
disappeared. (29) 
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ATTA Theron Te ATPASE TST E | 
ayaa seta ATTAN 30 N 


“Let this teaching of Mine not be imparted 
by you to a hypocrite, an unbeliever, a 
cheat, an irreverent listener, one who is not 
a devotee and to an insolent person. (30) 


qaaa gaara fara a 
Meares Yara Tare Uh: AA TAT N 3g N 


“One should speak about it to him who 
is utterly devoid of the aforementioned faults, 
to a devotee of the Brahmanas, to one’s 
own favourite, to a pious and holy man, 
nay, even to the Sudras and womenfolk if 
there is Devotion in them. (31) 


ade fasta aatem | 

da Ag ured arated 3211 
“Nothing remains to be known by a seeker 

of Knowledge after knowing this, just as 


nothing remains to be quaffed after taking a 
draught of the immortalizing nectar. (32) 
aM wafer art a aratat gogan] | 
Aare TUT Ara maA SE Ase: 11 3B 
“To devotees like you, O dear Uddhava, 
| Myself cover the entire range of the fourfold 
object of human pursuit, which is partially 
attained by men in the shape of, say, final 
beatitude through Self-Knowledge, Dharma 
or religious merit through the performance 
of prescribed duty, mystic powers included 
under the category of Kama or enjoyment 
through the practice of Yoga, wealth through 
the pursuit of agriculture etc., the vocation 
of a Vaisya, and dominion, also included in 
the category of enjoyment through the 
wielding of a sceptre, a symbol of ruling 
power. (33) 
Tet aq aent 
haraa fafai a1 
aaga EIGE iLE 
massa A PÀ Jn axu 
“When, having relinquished all duties, a 
mortal dedicates himself to Me, he is chosen 
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by Me as an object of special favour; and, 
attaining immortality, he then gets qualified 
in reality for becoming one with Me (or 
acquiring divine powers).” (34) 


sige sara 


a fePaqetsaqafteqaral: I 34 Ul 

Sri Suka went on: Hearing the discourse 

of Sri Krsna of excellent renown, Uddhava, 
who had thus been shown the path of Yoga 
(union with the Lord), stood with joined 
palms, his eyes overflowing with tears, and 
could not at that time utter a word (in 
return) as his throat was choked with emotion. 
(35) 


añen ei EA 3& Il 


Controlling his mind, agitated through 
affection, by firmness, O king, and accounting 
himself blessed, he now replied as follows 
to Sri Krsna (the greatest hero among the 
Yadus) with joined palms, touching His lotus- 
feet with his head. (36) 


Aua: fe g ater 
yii war ot: WHET 30 
Uddhava submitted: “The thick 
darkness of ignorance that had been hugged 
by me has been dispersed by Your teaching. 
Can cold and darkness or the fear born of 
these possibly prevail against a man who 
has sought the presence of fire, O Creator 


even of Brahmā? (37) 
va ù waai 
yama Aaa: uA: | 


BASAL AAA AAN Be N 


‘The lamp of wisdom that had been 
snatched away by Your Maya has been 
restored to me, Your servant, by You, 
compassionate as You are. Leaving the 
soles of Your feet, what grateful man would 
seek any other asylum? (38) 


gaya À Age: Aen 
AISA MAA TAT 


waa: fefaqgad aa 
rama MAART 38 1 


“Nay, the most tough snare of my 
affection for the Dasarhas, the Vrsnis, the 
Andhakas and the Satvatas, that had been 
spread by You through Your deluding potency 
for the propagation of species, has actually 
been torn asunder by You with the sword of 
Self-Realization. (39) 


TASA A ea WATT AT | 

AMT ASUS Ta: ASAT Ut So N 
“My salutation be to You, O Supreme 

Master of Yoga! Pray, instruct me, who 

have come to You for protection, so that 

unceasing love for Your lotus-feet may abide 

in my heart.” (40) 

MATA TATA 

TAHA AAS HHS TEAST AAT STA | 

aa na PTT: yf: xe N 

Jaama FA TRAN: | 

aa ae TAR GATE WSR 


aea trated maA aa: TAN ve I 


The glorious Lord replied: “Enjoined by 
Me, O Uddhava ! proceed to My hermitage 
called by the name of Badarikasramé- 
Hallowed there by bathing in and drinking 
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the water of the holy Ganga, which has 
washed My feet and acquired sanctity thereby, 
nay, purged of all impurities by the very sight 
of the Alakananda (a tributary of the Ganga), 
wearing the bark of trees, O dear one! living 
on wild fruits and free from all hankering for 
pleasure, enduring all experiences in the form 
of pairs of opposites such as cold and heat, 
amiable of disposition, with your senses fully 
controlled, calm and possessed of a collected 
mind, endowed with wisdom and Self- 
Realization, ruminating most thoughtfully upon 
whatever you have learnt from Me and 
devoting your speech and mind to Me, remain 
assiduously engaged in duties pleasing to 
Me. Transcending the three courses of 
destiny, viz., ascent to heaven in a celestial 
form, rebirth as a human being and being 
cast into the womb of any subhuman creature, 
according to the predominance of Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas, respectively, you will then 
attain to Me. (41—44) 


USN 
_ Sri Suka resumed: Instructed thus by 
Sri Krsna, devotion to whom puts an end to 
metempsychosis, Uddhava went round the 
Lord keeping Him always to his right so as 
to ensure His constant goodwill and, placing 
his head on His feet while departing, bathed 
them with drops of tears, his mind too being 
Moistened with emotion, even though he 
had transcended the pairs of opposites in 
the form of joy and sorrow etc., as a result 
of the Lord's teaching. (45) 


Fa I weqaet 9 uferqurar: | 
TÙ «dugh 
a oat A: YA: 6a I 


* Vide verse 34 above. 
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Alarmed at his impending separation 
from Sri Krsna—whose affection was most 
difficult to turn one’s back upon—and unable 
to leave Him, Uddhava felt ill at ease and 
suffered great agony. Then bearing on his 
head the pair of wooden sandals belonging 
to his Master and gifted by Himself as a 
token of His pleasure and bowing to Him 
again and again, he departed. (46) 


ade àma 


Wo: PART BUTE TTL wie N 


Having firmly installed the Lord in the 
inmost of his heart, the great votary of the 
Lord then reached Visala (another name of 
Badarikasrama); and, practising austerities 
according to rules, attained to the state of 
Sri Hari as taught by Sri Krsna*, the sole 
Befriender of the universe. (47) 


a taanga 
ary mama afer 
Pur - 


wagas Hea Te AAA N XS 1 


He who tastes ever so little with real 
reverence this nectar of wisdom, churned 
out of the ocean of bliss in the shape of the 
Upanisads, so-called because they reveal the 
nature of Brahma, whichis all bliss, and taught 
to Uddhava (a great devotee of the Lord) by 
no less a personage than Sri Krsna, whose 
lotus feet are resorted to even by masters of 
Yoga like Lord Siva, is not only himself 
liberated but the world at large gets liberated 
through his fellowship. (48) 


rath 
yag POTS AA SHAT it ¥S N 


| bow to the Supreme Person known by 
the name of Sri Krsna, the First Cause, the 
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Author of the Vedas, who in order to put an 
end to rebirth (in the case of devotees that 
have turned their face away from the world) 
and the fear of old age and disease etc., (in 
the case of those following the ways of the 
world) extracted like a bee the twofold nectar, 
viz., (1) the quintessence of the Vedas in 


the form of Jñāna (Self-Knowledge) ang 
Vijnana (God-Realization)—which are the 
only valuable things in life, and (2) the 
immortalizing beverage of the gods, churneg 
out of the ocean, and gave the twofolg 
nectar to the aforementioned two classes of 
His devotees to drink. (49) 


sta daara TEI IRAE Alea) CHAM S ATA: IRS I 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious 
Bhagavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


ste fastrseara: 
Discourse XXX 
Holocaust of Yadu’s Race 


WHAT 
wat Tema sea Feat am 


gaai frua Wary FAUT: N g M 

King Pariksit submitted: Uddhava, a 
great devotee of the Lord, having proceeded 
to the woodland of Badarikāśrama, what did 
the Lord, the father of all created beings, do 
next in Dwārakā? (1) 


waaay EGA MTN: | 
Wat adoi a a PATTA R N 
TARE T AA CM T AG: | 

FIE A A AA Aq EATR 
qatata aR te h TA Har 

gear riii terre aes aA; WS N 

His own race having been wiped out 
through the curse of Brahmanas, how did Sri 
Krsna (the foremost of the Yadus) cast off 
His body, the most beloved of the eyes of all, 
from which ladies could not withdraw their 
eyes once riveted on it; which, having once 
entered the ears of the virtuous and then clung 
to their mind (through the passage of the ears), 
never departs from it; whose splendour (when 
glorified by poets) gives a delightful character 


to their speech and what goes without saying, 
brings honour to them, and looking on which, 
when seated in the chariot of the all-victorious 
Arjuna, warriors, who fell in battle, attained 
similarity to it ! (2-3) 


FAT ATT 

fefa yoaraftet a naa Sarena | 
geass GIANT POT: We AAA MI ¥ N 

The sage, Sri Suka, replied: Seeing 
evil portents of a grave nature manifest in 
the heavens and on earth as well as in the 
air, Sri Krsna spoke thus to the Yadus, 
sitting together in the assembly hall known 
by the name of Sudharma. (4) 


Wa ENT Alea Eide TAA: | 
Agate A wre a wet Kl 


“These grave portents of a terrible nature 
appearing in Dwaraka are indications of a 
holocaust. We should not, therefore, stay 
here even for an hour, O leaders of the 
Yadus ! (5) 


fat aera gaya vara asta: | 
aa UMTS SEM Aa Were AeA Ul & Il 


“Let the womenfolk, infants and aged 
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men move from this place to the sacred 
spot called Sankhoddhara; while we shall 
proceed to Prabhasa, where the river 
Saraswati flows towards the west (and joins 
the sea). (6) 
waft yaa sa gaT: | 
aa: Rem: AAE: 1119 11 
“Having bathed in that river and thus 
purified, and remaining without food, we 
shall all worship the images of gods with a 
fully concentrated mind by bathing them, 
daubing them with sandal-paste and offering 
other articles of worship. (7) 
MATT ENTA paraa Fay | 
NyRa APTA: ue 
“Having been blessed by the Brahmanas 
through the recitation of benedictory Mantras 
(sacred texts) and offering of flowers etc., 
we shall also honour the highly blessed 
Brahmanas by gifting them cows, lands, 
gold and raiments as well as elephants, 
horses, chariots and dwellings. (8) 


fata ites He 
agra wT yay UT wae 


“That is the surest way of dispersing evil 
and the best means of securing happiness. 
Worship of gods, the Brahmanas and cows 
brings supreme exaltation to men.” (9) 


sft ad warned wager vafgu: | 
waft Aree ward wag TÀ: 1 gon 


Attentively hearing this speech of SriKrsna 
(the enemy of the demon Madhu) and saying 
“Amen !”, the elderly among the Yadus all 
Proceeded to Prabhasa in chariots after 
Crossing the sea by means of barks. (10) 


a raans sfa agla AEA: | 

TS: TM vara HANNART N Vz Ut 
_ There the scions of Yadu performed 

with supreme Devotion whatever was 


enjoined by the Lord alongwith all other 
means of ensuring prosperity. (11) 


ater wet ugah Ae! 
Refaat aqarasivad ata: N gR 
Then, their judgment having been vitiated 
by an evil destiny, they drank there a highly 
intoxicating and delicious drink known by 
the name of Maireyaka, by the filtrates of 
which the intellect is perverted. (12) 


R Ea > i 
pomana Ha: JAAN 3 N 

There ensued a very bitter clash between 
the heroes, who were all proud at heart and 
were hard drunk with the strong beverage 


and were further deluded by the enchanting 
potency of Sri Krsna. (13) 


qag: waste Sarasa: | 
ainainen eA: exit 


Inflamed with anger and equipped with 
arms they contended with one another on 
the seashore by means of bows, swords, 
spears, maces, bludgeons and lances. (14) 


Waters tapana: 
Greater l 

far: mya: qatar 
qeda fe ngyn 


Closing with one another in chariots 
and on elephants etc., as well as on the 
back of donkeys, camels, bulls, buffaloes 
and mules and men, bearing ensigns that 
fluttered in the breeze, the highly intoxicated 
warriors hit one another with arrows even 
as elephants in a forest would strike one 
another with their tusks. (15) 


jik a iaa 

wA gag m: eg 
Pradyumna closed on the battlefield with 
Sāmba, Akrūra with Bhoja, Aniruddha with 
Satyaki, Subhadra with Sangramajit, Gada 


(Sri Krsna’s brother) with Sri Krsna’s son of 
the same name and Sumitra with Asuratha. 
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All the pairs looked very fierce, their rancour 
having grown very intense. (16) 


aa a a a AAA: 
RATA TTT TST: 


sierra nare 
meget aR yer 29 
Blinded by intoxication and utterly 
infatuated by the enchanting potency of Sri 
Krsna, the Bestower of Liberation, others 
too, viz., NiSatha, Ulmuka and so on, the 
chief of whom were Sahasrajit, Satajit and 
Bhanu, met and struck one another at close 
quarters. (17) 


SISTA VISTA AAT 
nadat ATTA: | 
fart: Get: pda 
ieres Aaga Bear g N 


Casting all affection to the winds, then, 
the Dāśārhas, Vrşņis, Andhakas, Bhojas 
and Satvatas, the Madhus and the Arbudas, 
the Mathuras and the Surasenas, the 
Visarjanas, the Kukuras and the Kuntis— 
these contended with one another. (18) 


wat man, fughrutdhiwa 
waatadieataqernae: 


ini far: dea: qefa 
aiea A FST RSN 


Sons fought with their fathers and 
brothers with brothers; while maternal uncles, 
maternal grandfathers, nephews and sister's 
sons severally crossed their swords with 
their sister's sons, daughter’s sons, uncles 
and maternal uncles. Likewise, friends 
contended with friends, and relations with 
relations; while kinsmen killed kinsmen, 
deluded as they all were. (19) 


weg aaa, TTY ay) 
mAg fdg gfe: I Ro N 


When the stocks of arrows began to be 
exhausted, bows began to be broken when 
used as cudgels and the stocks of weapons 
began to be depleted, they tore up with their 
clenched hands blades of Erakā* grass. 


(20) 
AM TAH gA ALA ASAT YAT: | 
SARTA: HOTT aaa A TN Be N 
Werth WAT aes a Atle: | 


Bd FARA WHAT STATA: 11 22 1 


Held by the clenched hand they turned 
into so many clubs studded with iron, which 
were almost as hard as adamant. They now 
began to strike their enemies with them, 
and, being checked by Sri Krsna, they took 
Him as well as Balabhadra to be their 
adversary, deluded as they were. Nay, 
resolved to kill Them, the desperadoes came 
up before Them, O king ! (21-22) 
aa matt cepa peta! 
nagie aed erqafar nl 23 

Highly irritated, They too took up handfuls 
of Eraka grass, presently converted into 
clubs, O delight of the Kurus, and struck 
them in return with those clubs, moving 
from one place to another. (23) 


AAMAS POA AAA | 
matae: gi Pa Ura SMT ATAU 3Y N 


The fury, engendered by rivalry, of those 
warriors, who were possessed, as it were, 
by the curse of the Brahmanas and whose 
judgment had been obscured by the deluding 
potency of Sri Krsna, brought about their 
destruction even as fire produced by the 
friction of bamboos would consume a whole 
forest. (24) 


wa rey way gery Ag Ta: | 
aama wat are sft Asafa: 1 24 l 


All His own people as well as clans 


* It will be remembered that when the steel pestle, had 
generated by the curse of Brahmanas, 

been crushed into powder and cast into the sea, the particles of the sonst were borne by the waves 

to and deposited on the shore, where they grew into a grass named Eraka (vide verses 21 and 22 of 


Discourse-| above) 
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having thus perished, Sri Krsna (the Ruler 
even of Brahma and Siva) concluded that 
the remaining burden of the earth was also 
removed. (25) 


mwm: apma APTA UST | 
ARS Ch ATS SAMA Ut RS N 
Resorting at the seashore to Yoga in the 
form of concentration of mind on the Supreme 
Person, i.e., (in other words) identifying his 
self with the Supreme Spirit, Balarama cast 
off the human semblance. (26) 


mAai sary SaHlae: | 
Raa AA goiera rarer tt 29 I 


Perceiving the ascent of Balarāma (to 
His own realm Patala), Lord Sri Krsna (Son 
of Devaki) went up to a peepul (the sacred 
fig tree) and sat down quietly on the ground, 
resting His back against its trunk. (27) 
Ruaa we frog were aT | 
feet fafafinr: pets fae ga ora: tt 22 I 

He revealed His resplendent four-armed 
form and, like a smokeless fire, dispelled by 


His own effulgence the gloom of all the 
quarters. (28) 


saag Tava aaea 
adman uftdt YETTA 221 
It bore the mark of Srivatsa (a curl of 
white hair on the breast), was dark-brown 
of hue like a rainy cloud, was wrapped in a 
pair of silk pieces and thereby shone like 


burnished gold and was most auspicious to 
look at. (29) 


Taraa paes 
Ysin ARETE 30 N 
It had a lotus-like countenance with a 
lovely smile playing on it, was graced with 
dark hair, had a pair of delightful lotus-like 


eyes and was adorned with a shining pair 
of alligator-shaped ear-rings. (30) 


Td: l 
aera: che aR 32 1 


> 


It was decked with a girdle, the sacred 
thread, a diadem, a pair of bracelets and 
armlets as well as with a pearl necklace, a 
pair of anklets and rings and the Kaustubha 


gem. (31) 
areata =| afrafeProre’: | 
Pant SAT WEA TAS UTM 32 N 


Its limbs were encircled by a garland of 
sylvan flowers; nay, It was waited upon by 
His own weapons—discus, mace and the 
Sarnga bow etc., in a living form and was 
seated placing the left-foot, with its sole 
ruddy as a lotus, on the right thigh. (32) 
TATA: aep AAR FT| 
WMATA Tema feearel WTA I 33 N 

Jara, a hunter, who had forged the head 
of his arrow out of the iron piece that had 
been left after pulverizing the steel pestle 
(generated by the execration of Brahmanas), 
pierced, as it were, His aforesaid foot, that 
resembled in shape the mouth of a deer, 
suspecting Him to be an antelope. (33) 
ays i Tet gear a Hafeateas: | 
ata: cord An ARAN: tt ax 

Discovering his quarry to be other than 
a four-armed personage, the hunter, who 
was frightened on account of his having 
committed an offence against the Lord, fell 
prostrate at the feet of Sri Krsna, a sworn 


enemy of the demons, touching them with 
his head. (34) 


amma ate We NYATI 
tee WT SAA ASTI 34 II 


He submitted: “Be pleased, O Slayer of 
the demon Madhu, to forgive this transgression 
of mine, sinful as | am, O Sinless One, in that 
it has been perpetuated by this sinner 
unwittingly, O Lord of excellent renown ! (35) 


PANTER | UTA A ea | 
aefa wet a fearon Farag sa WT i 3G 1 


“Offence has been done by me to You, 
O Lord Visnu, whose remembrance, they 


734 


* SRIMAD BHAGAVATA = 


[Dis. 30 


say, is capable of dispersing the darkness 
of men’s ignorance. (36) 


AAISSY lS AGUS TOA TIRA | 
am Ue a A Gal Bafta ol 
“Therefore, speedily kill me, a sinful hunter 
of innocent deer, O Lord of Vaikuntha, lest | 
should commit offence against noble souls 
any more as | have done this time. (37) 
qarame + fagattsit 
SRSA HT: TAA FATS | 
amaa fafgdgea TA: 
fe ae A anaa TOA: M 3N 
“How can we of impious birth make any 
observation directly about this gesture (in 
the shape of the wholesale destruction of 
Yadu’s race) of Gours as Sri Krsna, the 
work of whose handmaid, Maya, even 
Brahma, the creator, his sons, Rudra and 
others, and the seers of Veda whose vision 
has been obscured by Your Maya, are 
unable to know.” (38) 


MITA 

m Ni agis ra Us Gat fe aI 
ate a e: eet plat TaN 3 Mt 

The glorious Lord said: “Don’t you be 
afraid, O Jara, get up; indeed this part of 
making Me the target of your arrow has 
been played by you as desired by Me. 
Ascend you, as permitted by Me, to heaven, 
the abode of the virtuous.” (39) 


zae waar pro R | 
fa: uaa i Acar fears feat ai ¥o N 


Commanded thus by Lord Sri Krsna, 
who takes a form at will, the hunter thrice 
walked round Him clockwise (so as to keep 
Him ever to his right and thus ensure His 
benignity) and, bowing to Him, ascended to 
heaven in an aerial car brought by His 
attendants to take him. (40) 


Tech: porin rA T A | 
ard aema aati xe 1 


Hunting up and tracking out the 
whereabouts of Sri Krsna by inhaling the 
breeze charged with the fragrance of Tulasi, 
Daruka, the Lord’s own charioteer, sought 
His presence. (41) 
at ww 


THATS HAEA: N83 


Seeing his Master actually seated there 
at the base of an Aśwattha (the sacred fig 
tree) and surrounded by weapons (appearing 
in a living form) possessing a dazzling 
brilliance, the charioteer jumped down from 
his box in the chariot and fell prostrate at 
His feet, with eyes full of tears, his mind 
overwhelmed with affection. (42) 
anyaranna WÀ 

gfe: me mA aT 
fat a m A ay a mi 


am fagargga WNL 


He said, “O Lord, my vision has 
completely gone and stands enveloped in 
darkness (opacity) ever since | have ceased 
to behold Your lotus-feet. Even now | fail to 
recognize the four quarters and find no 
peace of mind any more than a traveller in 


darkness, on the moon having set at night.” 
(43) 


fa gata at a TH mees: | 
ATTA WHR Apa Satara: 1 8% 
While the charioteer was speaking thus; 
the Lord’s chariot, which was distinguished 
by the emblem of Garuda on its banner, 
rose to the sky, horses, banner and all, 
king of kings, while Daruka stood S 


SENIE, front al 
nafaa gae wares: 14! 


visnu 


The transcendent weapons of Lord ři 


(Śri Krsna) too followed the chariot, 
Krsna, who is solicited by all men, $4! 
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the charioteer, who felt much wonder-struck 
at the aforesaid occurrence: (45) 

Tes gad ya mAai Fert fa: | 
gme Prater seat ale TETA N YE UI 
“Proceed, O charioteer, to Dwaraka and 
communicate to My kinsfolk there the 
destruction of their relations at the hands 
of one another, nay, the departure for His 
own divine realm of Lord Sankarsana 
(Balarama) as well as My own predicament. 
(46) 

BRAT AA WS Va TT ATTY: | 
Wa at Agu BAR: erara ii wi I 
“Tell them on My behalf: ‘You should no 
longer stay at Dwaraka with your relations 
inasmuch as the sea will submerge the 
capital of the Yadus, now that it has been 
forsaken by Me. (47) 


i ta uae aad omara frat a F: 1 
anita: wd saudi MAAA xe i 


““Taking with you each your own family 


and possessions as well as Our parents, 
Devaki and Vasudeva, and guarded by 
Arjuna, you should all leave for Indraprastha 
without exception.’ (48) 
aq ngima Ars Sears: | 
Trace | fag = aa I 
“As for yourself, follow the course of 
conduct (the path of Devotion) which is 
dear to Me, get established in the knowledge 
of your being one with Brahma, cultivate an 
attitude of nonchalance towards the world 
and, realizing this visible universe to be a 
creation of My Maya (enchanting potency), 
acquire calmness of mind.” (49) 
game Ua AEP WA: YA: | 
aard yiga SAAT: West TAT Ul &o N 
Instructed thus by the Lord, Daruka went 
round the Lord clockwise so as to keep Him 
always to his right, bowed to Him again and 
again and, placing His feet on his head, 
proceeded to Dwaraka, sad at heart. (50) 


ga daarna HEIA TRAC AeA MAHA FÄRS ATA: I 30 | 
Thus ends the thirtieth discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AAR ANSATTE: 
Discourse XXXI 
The Lord’s ascent to His divine realm 


a FAT 
FY TATA TEN VATA A AA Wa: | 
Teer sat Aa: HAFAN: N X 
Am: fngrrerat  farerercaetet: | 
UU: Gereifa fanaa fea: 21 
RSA wad Prater gR: | 
TALS poraya VL: HAUT STAT Ul 3 UI 


Sri Suka began again: Now, after the 
departure of Daruka, there appeared on the 


scene Brahma, the creator, as well as Lord 
Siva (the Source of the universe) alongwith 
His divine Spouse, Goddess Parvati, other 
gods led by the great Indra, the ruler of the 
gods, sages accompanied by the lords of 
creation, manes, Siddhas and Gandharvas, 
Vidyadharas and great Nagas, Caranas, 
Yaksas and Raksasas, Kinnaras and 
Apsaras and Brahmanas like Maitreya or 
birds belonging to the realm of Garuda, full 
of great longing and keen to witness the 
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Lord’s ascent to His realm, and celebrating 
and narrating the exploits as well as the 
story of the advent of Lord Sri Krsna, a 
scion of Surasena. (1—3) 
aqy; quanti fafa: | 
pia: Cpe WAT AR REAN GAT: N8 N 
Full of highest devotion, they rained 


showers of flowers, crowding the heavens 
with their rows of aerial cars, O Pariksit ! (4) 


array fora ates faira fer: | 
Paar Saar Waa ATTAN 4 Ut 
Casting His glance on Brahma (the 
grandfather or forbear of the entire creation, 
the sages Marici and others being its fathers) 
as well as on the other gods (His own 
glorious manifestations) and fixing His mind 
on His own divine essence, the all-pervading 
Lord closed His lotus-eyes. (5) 
rer Cay ROTAT 
ATA ATS SA AT ARAN S I 
Not consuming, through concentration 
of mind on the element of fire, His own 
divine body, which sustains the entire 
universe and is the all-blissful object of 
meditation and concentration, He bodily 
ascended to His own divine realm. (6) 
fefa ga Ae: Uq: gara GTA! 
aed oat gR: cits: sityary daz: 11 9 N 
Kettledrums sounded in heaven and 
flowers rained from the sky. Truth, piety, 
fortitude, glory and prosperity departed from 
the earth alongwith Him. (7) 
mA wegen + fat aa 
afaa put cegyentafatern: ui ¢ i 
Gods and others, Brahma being the 
foremost of them, did not behold Sri Krsna, 
whose ways are unknown to all, entering 
His own divine realm; while some of them 
(who were more fortunate than the rest) did 
perceive Him and felt much astonished. (8) 


TST FAUST BT ETEA | 
Tift meat Wea Hore saa: N R N 


The movements of Sri Krsna cannot be 
perceived by the gods any more than those 
of lightning disappearing into the sky leaving 
a mass of clouds. (9) 
aeertaaed q Gear art R: | 
faai Wott: TAS Cll AAT go N 

Amazed to witness the aforesaid 
disappearance of Sri Hari by dint of His 
wonderful Yogic power, and extolling it, the 
said gods, Brahma, Siva and others, for 
their part presently withdrew each to his 
own realm. (10) 


Te We aA 
misem sat Ace | 


RATS saaara fret AA 
ET AUTEN: H TET I RR N 
Know the advent, sports and 
disappearance of the Supreme Lord among 
embodied human beings, O king, to be a 
mere acting by dint of His Māyā (deluding 
potency) as that of a dramatic performer. 
Having created this universe by Himself 
(unaided by others and with no material 
other than His own volition) and then entering 
it as its Inner Controller, sported in it and 
withdrew it into Himself at the end at the 
time of final dissolution and having retired 
from all activity, He remains established in 
His own glory. (11) 


fh TA aaa T HEL 2? I 

Could He have been incapable of 
protecting Himself (preserving intact His own 
divine Personality) —He, who brought back 
in his mortal frame the son of His own teacher, 
Sandipani, that had been taken to the realm 
of Death, and revived you, O Pariksit, that 
had been burnt to death within your mother’s 
womb by the supreme missile presided over 
by Brahma and discharged by Asgwatthama, 
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the son of Dronacarya, and thereby gave relief 
to your mother, who had sought refuge with 
Him, nay, who conquered even Lord Siva, 
the Destroyer of Death himself, and bodily 
transferred to heaven the hunter, Jara by 
name, that had struck the Lord with a shaft in 
the sole of His foot?* (12) 


LK EAI LESS LOES LSS EC LE po 


emagin 
wa Wid aga Ai 
nda h eR waster g3 N 
Though being the independent Cause of 
the evolution, continuance and destruction of 
the whole universe, wielding as He does all 
powers, the Lord did not, however, choose 
to retain His body here on earth, demonstrating 
thereby to the world the sublimity of the ways 
of those established in the Self and showing 
their unconcernedness about the mortal 
body. (13) 
aai maea Port a RTA | 
WAR: PAA TAT TATATATA N 2% N 
He who, rising from his bed in the 
morning, sings with devotion and full of 
self-control the story of the aforesaid 
transcendent voyage of Sri Krsna to His 


own divine realm will attain to the same 
highest destiny. (14) 


Teal greater aged: | 
aa Sores fired pT: N g4 N 
Returning to Dwārakā and falling at the 
feet of Vasudeva and Ugrasena, the king of 
Dwārakā, Dāruka, the charioteer of Lord Śrī 
Krsna, now bereft of Sri Krsna, bathed their 
feet with his tears. (15) 


aama Pert geist Hew FT| 
Te EMEA SM: REAT: N Vs 1 


He narrated the story of the wholesale 
destruction of the Vrsnis, O Pariksit ! Grieved 
at heart to hear of it, the people of Dwaraka 
fainted with grief. (16) 


* Vide verse 33 of Discourse XXX above. 
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aa aha ay: pArA AEAT: | 
BAG: WA TA AAA HAT STAT V9 I 
Upset at the news of their separation 
from Sri Krsna, they hastened, beating their 
heads all the way, to the spot where their 
kinsmen were lying dead. (17) 


laht Ai da aqeaerar aati 
qanman: Prorat aE: PALA Ml VS N 
Stricken with grief at not perceiving their 
Sons, Sri Krsna and Balarama, Devaki (Sri 
Krsna’s mother) and Rohini (Balarama’s 
mother) as well as Their father, Vasudeva, 
lost their consciousness. (18) 


miya forge age: | 
SNE utara frarrese: RAA: eeu 
Nay, afflicted at their separation from 
the Lord, they gave up the ghost on that 
very spot. The womenfolk ascended the 
funeral pile and, hugging each her own 
husband, entered the fire. (19) 


THe TRENT aT | 
AYLAT AA WTS: EMT: | 
pansa KRA: N Ro N 


The wives of Balarāma entered the fire, 
embracing the dead body of Balarāma; the 
wives of Vasudeva followed suit, hugging 
the latter's body, and the daughters-in-law 
of Sri Krsna did the same, clasping to the 
bosom of Pradyumna and other sons of the 
Lord. Similarly, Rukmini and others, the 
Spouses of Sri Krsna, entered the fire with 
their mind fixed on the latter. (20) 


ST: Waa: TEA: Poorer AETR: | 
AIA ARAMA PUNTA: Ashe: tt Vl 
Distressed at his separation from Sri 
Krsna, his beloved friend, Arjuna, comforted 
himself with the utterances of Sri Krsna 


contained in the Bhagavadgita, full of 
veracious statements. (21) 
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ST TEMAS: ATTA THA | 
RA HATS ATA TTA: 1 RR N 


Arjuna then duly caused to be performed 
in order of seniority, by competent priests, 
funeral rites for the welfare in the other world 
of those of his kinsmen that had been slain 
on the battlefield and whose progeny too had 
perished in the war. (22) 


Brat OT eT ARTS ATTA | 
anita Fens SiT R3 Ul 
fret aaan wary, Fea: | 
SMTA ATTAN RY II 


The ocean drowned in an instant the city 
of Dwaraka, forsaken as it was by Sri Krsna, 
barring, O great king, the palace of the Lord, 
which wipes out all evils in the form of sins 
and calamities and is the most auspicious of 
all auspicious things in that Lord Sri Krsna, 
the Slayer of the demon Madhu, is ever bodily 
present there. (23-24) 


piaraqa BASIL, TAT: | 
sare waa ae ATAATA 2 N 


Taking with him to Indraprastha, the 
former capital of the Pandavas, the 
womenfolk, infants and aged men that had 
survived* the slain, and having settled them, 
Arjuna crowned as king, Vajra, the surviving 
son of Aniruddha, there. (25) 


et Case ra a) 
wat A Avert Heal SY: Ae MATIN 2g N 
Hearing from the mouth of Arjuna of the 
destruction of their kinsfolk, the Yadus, O 
king, your grandfathers, the Pandavas, all 
proceeded in a body to the Himalaya 
mountain, on their voyage to the other world, 
appointing you, of course, as their successor 
on the throne of Hastinapura. (26) 


a Uae aaea fat: nite ar E | 
Jiag A: eae: WET I RON 


The man who celebrates with reverence 
the aforesaid advent and exploits of Lord 
Visnu, the adored of the gods themselves, 
is completely absolved from all sins. (27) 
za had efaa- 

JMi arana at TAT | 
ge Bea A Tor, gA 
ute mi Usa TAA R N 

A man recounting as aforesaid the most 
auspicious infantile and other sports, full of 
delightful divine feats of the Almighty Lord 
Sri Krsna, the Dispeller of the agony of 
His devotees, heard of here in Srimad 
Bhagavata as well as in the other scriptures, 
bids fair to attain supreme devotion to Sri 
Krsna, the goal of ascetics of the highest 
order. (28) 


GfIIAPRRRE A TRAS EAA: Il 38 Il 
Thus ends the thirty-first discourse in Book Eleven of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 


Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, composed 
by Bhagavan Vedavyasa and consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 


NZART: THT: TATU: N 


END OF BOOK ELEVEN 


ue: 3% 


awal 


* The survivors must have presumably been other than the Yadus, inasmuch as the curse of the Rsis 
embraced the entire race of Yadu—women, children and the aged not excepted; for, it is stated elsewhere 
that Vajra was the only exception that had escaped destruction. 
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WHAT 
amg pù agia 
RE isa graa À AN g N 
King Pariksit submitted: When Sri 
Krsna, the Jewel of Yadu’s line, had left for 
His own realm in Heaven, whose dynasty 


ruled over the earth? Pray ! tell me this, O 
Revered sage ! (1) 


AYE SAA 
WSs: Yost a À iÀ FT 


TTT ITT BAT CATA TSTT R N 
Wales Wart sat Aq UH: AA: | 
ufeat maA: tl 3 
Sri Suka replied: O Pariksit ! Purañjaya, 
who has been spoken of as the last-named 
king in the line of Brhadratha*, is yet to 
Come. His minister Sunaka, for his part, will 
assassinate his master and install as king 
his own son, named Pradyota, whose son 
Will be called Palaka. His son will be known 
y the name of Vigakhyupa and from him 
Will follow Rajaka. (2-3) 


: Ud yar ga 
Afim wreaks yri zr: us 


I 3% STAT AA: II 


TENT: TRR: 
AA UASA: 
Srimadbhagavata-Mahapurana 


Book Twelve 


Discourse | 
Lines of kings of Kaliyuga 


His son will be called Nandivardhana. 
These five kings, collectively known as the 
Pradyotanas, will rule over the earth for a 
hundred and thirty-eight years. (4) 


Rema wea: aa AA: | 

Anm ma Ya: Aaa: QRA: yu 
Sigunaga will come next and his son 

will be Kakavarna. The latter’s son will be 


Ksemadharma and Ksetrajfia will be the 
son of Ksemadharma. (5) 


aim: gamead aa | 
qira wet avers: BA: N S N 


His son will be Vidhisāra and Vidhisāra’s 
son will be Ajātaśatru. Darbhaka will be his 
son and Darbhaka’s son has been named 
as Ajaya. (6) 


ahaa mA were: gaa: I 
inm AA ega O II 
aa wreaked yr Hess het Far: | 
maag Wr EA actu n 
maA: paaa: gA A. 
ad For uaaa yaaran TERT: 1 g 1 


Nandivardhana will be the son of Ajaya 


* Vide IX.xxii.49, where Purañjaya has been referred to under the name of Ripuñjaya. 
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and Mahanandi will be the son sprung from 
the loins of Nandivardhana. These ten kings, 
collectively known as the Sigunagas, alone 
will rule over the earth for three hundred 
and sixty years during the age of Kali, O 
jewel among the Kurus ! Mahanandi’s mighty 
son, who will be born of Śūdra woman, O 
king, will be a certain Nanda, who will own 
a huge army and untold riches and will bring 
about the ruin of the Ksatriya race. 
Thenceforward the rulers of men will be 
mostly Sudras given to unrighteous. (7—9) 
a Waal yia ATT: | 
miaf mu fata ga mia: 1 go 
qma aÀ faa A gA E: GAT: | 
agai AfA nA UTA: TA MA TAT: N RR I 
Like another Paraśurāma (a scion of 
the sage Bhrgu) the said Mahāpadma will 
bring the entire gobe under one sceptre and 
nobody will dare violate his command. Eight 
sons with Sumālya as the eldest will be 
born to him; they will rule over this globe as 
kings for a hundred years all told: so the 
tradition goes. (10-11) 


aa rer fee: Hier Aaga | 
Jma arti Brat streak À Het 2? 


A certain Brahmana, Canakya or 
Kautalya by name and also nicknamed as 
Vatsyayana, will uproot all the nine Nandas 
(Mahapadma and his eight sons) who will 
be at his mercy. On their destruction it is 
the Mauryas that will rule the earth during 
the Kali age. (12) 


ava aad à fest sR | 
aaa after, ARA: tt 3 Ul 


That very Brahmana_ will _ install 
Candragupta on the throne. His son indeed 
will be Varisara and ASokavardhana will be 
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born to the latter. (13) 
yam afer AeA AGA: FATA: | 
yira Grea feta N 8% 1 
His son will be Suyaśā and Suyaésa’s, 
Sarngata. Sāliśūka will be born to him and 
his son will be Somasarma. (14) 
yarat ade vlad Aq TERA: | 
Flat aa eo For: Meares | 
qm Agafa ofall Re Hepes ll V4 II 
Satadhanva will be born to Somasarma 
and to him, Brhadratha. Indeed, these ten! 
Maurya kings will hold sway over the earth 
for a hundred and thirty-seven years in the 
Kali age, O jewel of Kuru’s line ! (15) 
aan genet tied we AA: Heth 
Geared Ware: rad Tet aiteata | 
atti fer IISA PTAC Ul BE N 
Assassinating Brhadratha, the Maurya, 
his generallissimo, Pusyamitra, bearing the 
surname of Sunga, will assume the reins 
of the state himself.2 Agnimitra will be born 
to Pusyamitra and to him will be born 
Sujyestha. (16) 


agi anra gA faa TA: | 

qA are: Greene Sattar fa N LON 
His son will be Vasumitra and 

Vasumitra’s Bhadraka; to him will be born 

Pulinda. Ghosa will be born as a son to 

Pulinda and from Ghosa will follow Vajramitra. 


(17) 
aà maae, Sayfa A: | 
pA Agafa yfi adarra 2 

To him will be born Bhāgavata and to 
Bhagavata, a son known by the name of 


Devabhiti, These ten Sungas will rule the 
earth for more than a century. (18) 


1. The number of Maurya kings including Em i ist gi i 

I , peror Candragupta is ten only. The list given In the Visnu 
and other Puranas includes the name of Dagaratha as the fifth in order from Candragupta. His name should 
therefore be taken as included in the list in order to complete the number ten. 


2. The first two lines of verse 16 have not been recognized by Sridhara and some other commentators 


too. 
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qa: HVS yaaan rA FT | 
Us FT cari aA, BLATT Le N 
waa after we aqeal eNA: | 
TE YAY YATE ARTA: Aa: | 
ARTs Afra ATA ATT ANA: I Ro N 
Then this earth will pass on to the Kanva 
Kings, though they will be possessed of 
poor merit, O protector of men! Having 
assassinated the lewd Devabhuti of the 
Sunga clan, his very clever minister, 
Vasudeva of the Kanva dynasty, will, as a 
matter of fact, assume the reins of 
government himself. Again, Bhumitra will be 
his son and Bhumitra’s son will be Narayana. 
And Narayana’s son will be widely known 
by the name of Susarma. (19-20) 


UAT SA yt aA Uset E 
VIA Aor eA THOTT Al Heit BT i Ve N 


These kings of Kanva’s race will rule 
the earth for three hundred and forty-five 
years in the Kali age. (21) 


BAT HITS GMAT ASIAN FIST Tet | 
TT Wears: K AATA: N 22 1 


Assassinating Suśarmā of Kanva’s line, 
his own servant, Bali, a vile Sudra of the 
Andhra race will hold sway on the earth for 
some time. (22) 


POTTY Aquat Mara yf: | 
simana: AER ATA: tt 23 N 
His own brother, Krsna by name, will 
succeed him as the ruler of the earth. His 
son will be Sri Santakarna and the latter's 
son, Paurnamasa. (23) 


ATE TASTE a AART TA: | 
aA aaaea, AA AN RY 
His son will be Lambodara and Cibilaka 
will succeed him as king. Meghaswāti will 
succeed Cibilaka and Meghaswati’s son will 
be Atamana. (24) 
arent AeA eT UTS: | 
qinin WaT QA N RA II 


Anistakarma and Haleya will come next 
and Haleya’s son will be Talaka. His son 
will be Purisabhiru and Sunandana will 
succeed him as king. (25) 


want A at Praa: | 
create Naga: aera, AAT AA: N RG N 


Cakora will come next and then, by 
turn, his eight sons, collectively known as 
the Bahus, the last of whom will be Śivaswāti, 
a chastiser of his foes. His son, again, will 
be Gomatīputra and Purimāna will come 
next. (26) 


He: fort: Prana aasaga: | 

Fore Maat: AeA: N 29 I 
Medasira and Sivaskanda will come next 

and Sivaskanda’s son will be Yajfiasri. Vijaya 


will follow Yajhasri and his sons will be 
Candravijha and Lomadhi. (27) 


KORRE HG EGEEA DIE EAJri a 
ausra Oat AAA GETEA N VW N 
These thirty princes will successively 


rule over the earth for four hundred and 
fifty-six years, O delight of the Kurus ! (28) 


ammi aaye ST TST FOT: | 
wet: NEN A AAA AATA: Be N 


Seven Abhira princes having their capital 
at Avabhrti, ten Gardabhis and sixteen of 
the Kanka dynasty, all most rapacious, will 
hold sway, one after another, as kings. (29) 


AASST TET UTA TATE THAT: | 
Yat Se SUS TS AAT RTE Fl Bo N 


Then will follow eight Yavanas, fourteen 
Turuskakas; again, ten Gurundas and then 
Maunas numbering eleven only. (30) 


Ud Aafa yir aadA a 
marii a Aah AIT vay ARTAN 3 N 
WTAE afer A: HRA aa: | 
Raana yore yrratse atest: 11 32 1 
Prepare aque agiara: Wale: | 
sad à ated aa we 33 u 
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These thirty-two kings, excluding the 
Maunas, will rule over the earth for one 
thousand and ninety-nine years, while the 
eleven Maunas will hold sway over the 
earth for another three hundred years, O 
dear Pariksit! When they cease to be, 
Bhūtananda and his son, Vangiri, the latter's 
younger brother, Sigunandi, his son, 
Yasonandi and grandson, Praviraka—all 
these will actually reign at their capital, 
Kilikila, for one hundred and six years only. 

(81—33) 


Aut mAy Yet fansa EA: | 
qasa mÀ gAs aAa TN 3Y N 


They will leave thirteen sons, collectively 
known as the Bāhlikas. Again, there will be 
Puspamitra, a Ksatriya, and, even so, his 
son, Durmitra. (34) 


UHRA SA YM: MATT: WA ACT: | 
agud wre Paara Ta feu au Ul 


All these will hold sway over different 
territories at one and the same time. Seven 
of these will be kings of Andhra and seven 
of Kosala. The rulers of Vidūra and Nisadha 
indeed will also come out of these, the 
Bahlikas. (35) 


Treat g feta fagaga: YS: | 
Baa BU RAAR 3A Ul 


Among the rulers of Magadha there will 
be one, ViSwasphtrji, also known as 
Purafijaya the second, who will convert the 
higher castes into Pulindas, Yadus and 
Madrakas—tribes that will be no better than 
Mlecchas. (36) 


wrar: carafe Sate: 1 
ardar. ATT waa aa yR 
PTAA Tea aaa AAT 39 UI 
Being evil-minded and powerful, he will 
exterminate the Ksatriya race and settle in 
the city of Padmavati (his capital) a population 


consisting mostly of casteless people, ruling 
over the well-guarded tract of land extending 
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along the banks of the Ganga up to Prayaga 
from Haridwara. (37) 
TATA TTS VAT Aigara: l 
aren fia ufseata E ANÈT: Ut 3 N 
As Kaliyuga advances the Brahmanas 
of Saurastra, Avanti, the Abhira_ territory 
and the principalities of Sura, Arbuda and 
Malawa will become Vratyas or fallen men 
because of their giving up the Samskaras 
or purificatory rites, especially the ceremony 
of investiture with the sacred thread, and 
the rulers will be mostly of the Sidra class. 
(38) 
freind aa BAH ATETA | 
aeaa Ua ATTEN TTA TAT: N3Ieu 
Sudras, fallen Brahmanas and members 
of other higher castes who have given up 
the Vedic courses of conduct and Mlecchas 
will rule over the banks of the Indus and 
Chandrabhaga, rivers the city of Kaunti and 
the territory of Kasmira. (39) 
TETRA BA TST TIMI IT: | 
Asma: eTA: | ¥o I 
These kings, O Pariksit, who will all be 
contemporaries, will be no better than 
Mlecchas in their course of conduct and will 
be given over to unrighteousness and 
mendacity, illiberal and furious. (40) 
ciga MARARA: | 
saamaan aaaea: Ut 8? N 
They will kill women, children, cows and 
Brahmans, covet others’ wives and wealth, 
experience vicissitudes of fortune in quick 
succession and will be poor of strength and 
courage and shortlived too. (41) 
Sepa: RAMA TAA TAS SAT: | 
DSS gRr PTT AANT: 18? 
They will cease to perform purificatory 
rites, will be devoid of righteous actions, 
and dominated by Rajas and Tamas and, 


being Mlecchas in the garb of Kşatriyas, will 
suck the blood of their own people. (42 


> _—s| 
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TAMA 21 
aAa Taha at aaa fem: U¥3n 


The people ruled over by them too will 


acquire their habits, ways of life and mode 
of speech and, oppressed by one another 
as well as by their rulers, will go to 
ruin. (43) 


Tht RTR TRÒ E aise area) WEARS PATA: I 2 


Thus ends the first discourse in Boo 
Purana, otherwise kno 


k Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
wn as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


nn a 


AA fedieitseara: 
Discourse || 
The Evils of Kaliyuga 


RIE IIT 
qag et: ae yi enn car 
FeR TAT TS STS PARA: N n 


Sri Suka began again: Thenceforward, 
day after day, by force of the all-powerful 
Time, O king, righteousness, veracity, purity 
of mind and body, forgiveness, compassion, 
length of life, bodily strength and keenness 
of memory will decline. (1) 


fata me qoi ATEREA: | 
A amda NRN 


In the Kali age wealth alone will be the 
criterion of pedigree, morality and merit. 
Again, might will be the only factor 
determining righteousness and fairness. (2) 
masesa oaa | 
Pie Gea a fe afina yada Enan 

Personal liking will be the deciding factor 
in making the choice of a partner in life, and 
trickery alone will be the motive force in 
business dealings. Capability of affording 
Sexual delight will be the only criterion of 
masculine or feminine excellence and the 


Sacred thread will be the only mark of 
Brahmanhood. (3) 


AT TTT AAAI | 
FART radios EA aac Ta: 11% N 


External marks will be the only means 
of knowing the Asrama or stage in life of 
an individual and the only guide in 
determining the mode of greeting which 
people should adopt when meeting one 
another. Justice will have every chance of 
being vitiated because of one’s inability to 
gratify those administering it, and voluble 
speech will be the only criterion of scholarship. 


(4) 
amena MIS CT Ua ZI 
Titer wa dee eras UMN & Ut 

Want of riches will be the sole test of 
impiety and hypocrisy will be the only 
touchstone of goodness. Mutual consent 
will be the sole determining factor in marriage 


and toilet alone will be regarded as a sign 
of bath. (5) 


R mi AA craved Serer 
Sgun Fated: Tea areata ENS N 
A distant tank or pond will be the only 
holy resort for bath etc., and wearing long 
hair will be regarded as the only sign of 
beauty. Filling one’s stomach will be the 


only end of human pursuit and audacity of 
speech will be the only criterion of veracity.(6) 


i Sorat ags etter) 
Td ORE fafrarect iio it 
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Skill will consist in supporting one’s family; 
virtuous deeds will be performed only with 
the object of gaining fame; and when in this 
way the terrestrial globe will be overrun by 
wicked people, the person who would prove 
to be the most powerful amongst the 
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaiśyas and Sudras 
will become the ruler. Robbed of their wealth 
and women by greedy and merciless 
Ksatriyas, behaving like robbers, people will 
resort to mountains and forests and subsist 
on leaves, roots, flesh, honey, fruits, flowers 
and seeds. (7—9) 
angen ferquata gafe: | 
siaaa R AA: «Wall: U RO N 

Already oppressed by famine and heavy 
taxation, people will perish through drought, 
excessive cold, storms, scorching sunshine, 
heavy rain, snowfall and mutual conflict. 


(10) 
aeai aaraa acd E Perea | 
finra maa: het TOTAN 2? I 

In the age of Kali men will be tormented 
by hunger and thirst, ailments and worry 
and their maximum age will be only twenty 
to thirty years. (11) 


[Aam Rg a aAA: | 
anisa aÑ aÈ ATÀ FOTA VII 


When through the evil effect of Kali the 
bodies of men get reduced in size and 
emaciated, the righteous course chalked 
out by the Vedas for men following the 
system of Varnas (grades of society) and 
ASramas (stages in life) gets lost, (12) 


maver vd aera TAY 
datyaqaicarrnghry À TANRIM 


when religion is replaced by heresy to a 
large extent and rulers mostly turn out to be 


thieves, when men take to various pursuits 
like theft, mendacity, wanton destruction of 
life and so on; (13) 


mAg ig ATY 
ras | aay N RE N 


when members of the three higher castes 
are mostly converted into Śūdras and cows 
are reduced to the size of she-goats and 
begin to yield as much milk; when people 
belonging to the four Asramas mostly 
become householders and the conotation of 
relationship will extend only to the relatives 
of one’s wife; (14) 


apere iA ETN | 
ag À pAg GAT RN 


annual plants get stunted in growth and 
trees are mostly reduced to the size of a 
Sami (a small tree); clouds will mostly end 
in flashes of lightning (rather than pour rain) 
and dwellings will mostly look desolate for 
want of hospitality to strangers; (15) 


sei wet mà A g ea | 
aimma mA mamaaa N gA N 


in this way when the Kali age, whose 
career is so severe to the people, is well- 
nigh past, the Lord will appear in His divine 
form, consisting of Sattva alone, for the 
protection of virtue. (16) 


RATATAT: | 
mimoa EA WAT HATTTAAT I Vo ll 


Lord Visnu, adored of the whole animate 
and inanimate creation, and the Soul of the 
universe, appears in this world of matter for 
protecting the virtue of the righteous and 
wiping out the entire stock of their Karma 
and thereby liberating them. (17) 
PTA AUT Hela: | 
war Rapare: afc: mga ut 2 Il 

The Lord will appear under the name of 
Kalki in the house of the high-souled 


Visnuyasa—the foremost Brahmana of the 
village of Sambhala. (18) 
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MATS saa | Tafa: | 
ahrrengarmeyadtntad: een 


| 

Taga e Het reafan 20 n 

Riding a fleet horse named Devadatta 
(obviously because it will be presented to 
Him by the gods) and capable of subduing 
the wicked, the Lord of the universe, wielding 
the well-known eight divine powers (Anima 
and so on) and possessed of endless virtues 
and matchless splendour, will traverse the 
globe on that swift horse and exterminate 
with His sword in tens of millions robbers 
wearing the insignia of royalty. (19-20) 


ae cet ufeeata aria faya a 
AACA MATA TTY | 
were À wafers 221 


Now when all the robbers are thus 
exterminated, the minds of the people of 
the cities and the countryside will become 
pure indeed because of their enjoying the 
breezes wafting the most sacred fragrance 
of pigments on the person of Lord Vasudeva. 

(21) 
aot famia cafes: atest | 
aged maA araqdt aie fern 22 

With Lord Vasudeva, the embodiment of 
Strength, in their heart their progeny will 
grow exceedingly strong as before. (22) 


aait smrar aneta: | 

Fi wera Tar Maar ara N23 N 
When Lord Sri Hari, the Protector of 

Dharma, appears as Kalki, Satyayuga will 

prevail once more at that time and the 


Progeny of the people will be of a Sattvika 
(virtuous) disposition. (23) 
Wal waves Biya aa Reage | 
Wat Waar dal Maha AL PALI VY Ul 
When the moon, the sun and the Jupiter 


tise together in one zodiacal house and the 
Pusya constellation is in the ascendant, then 
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it will be known as Satyayuga. (24) 


asda ada a ufasata a ute: | 

A a Saya: Nre agian: AA: tt V4 N 
Those kings of the solar and lunar 

dynasties who are no more, who are present 


and who are yet to come have been briefly 
mentioned to you. (25) 


Iama Yad A ELICE kAL Ek | 

Uae amie g i UATE 2 N 
The period commencing from your birth 

and ending with the coronation of Nanda 


would come to one thousand one hundred 
and fifteen years. (26) 


aaoi q a gat gA Sa fafan 
TA Fea Fert graa aq as PPT 20 11 


When constellations comprising the Great 
Bear rise in the heavens, two of them 
become visible first. Midway between, in 
the north-western line, appears at night one 
of the constellations from among Aswini 
and others. (27) 


Wa UA aE T FT| 
TEA EMT: A A ATRN: 11 eI 


The stars of the Great Bear remain 
united with that constellation for one hundred 
human years. The said stars now appear 
near the constellation known by the name 
of Maghā during your regime. (28) 


aoia aq: pre fra Ta: | 
aafaa Hct Ure ga TÀ SA: 1 22 N 


The all-effulgent personality consisting 
of pure Sattva of Lord Visnu Himself 
appeared under the name of Sri Krsna. The 
moment He ascended to His divine abode 
in Heaven, the Kali age entered the world, 
when people take delight in sin. (29) 


AAC A USAMA CINTA TAAL: 1 
Aad RAA Bret WAT A ATT I 30 I 
So long as the aforesaid Lord of Laksmi 


touched the earth, Kali could not prevail 
over it. (30) 
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qa da: aa wag faaha fe 
Aer uag PAEAN: N 3? I 


When the seven stars constituting the 
Great Bear enter the constellation of Maghā, 
Kaliyuga embarks on its career of twelve 
hundred celestial years (or 432,000) human 
years. (31) 


qa AINA mfa yatoe WET: | 
Agl maL yA hda aR 32 U 


When from the Maghās the stars of the 
Great Bear pass on to the constellation of 
Purvasadha, then from the time of King 
(Mahapadma) Nanda onwards Kali will gain 
ascendancy. (32) 
aha pon fed aAa caret | 
Rui aferanfafa wig: gufad: 33 0 

Persons learned in ancient history 
maintain that the age of Kali set in on the 
very day, nay, the very moment Sri Krsna 
ascended to His abode in heaven. (33) 
Raai Sea Aaa I TA: Pa 
fer AAT FUT AA ATTA THA Nt 3% Ut 

Pariksit! at the end of one thousand 
celestial years and of the fourth Yuga, 
Kaliyuga, Krtayuga will prevail again, when 
the mind of men will reveal to them the true 
nature of the Self. (34) 


sae AMAT agit Gat Aearad yer 
am Frey TR PaUTOT ATEAT HAT SAT AA N 34 UI 


Even as the career of Manu’s race on 
earth has been described with its ups and 
downs, the rise and fall, from age to age, of 
the Vaiśyas, Sudras and Brahmanas too 
should be similarly understood. (35) 
weet aatersTat TEOT FETT 
samaa TA Satfertal Ram APT Ut BE N 

Of the high-souled men mentioned 
heretofore, who are now known merely by 
their names and who survive in the form of 


their stories only, glory alone remains on 
earth. (36) 


Sala: VAT Ula merda pT: | 
HUI Baa Terarracnhadt i 30 1 


Devapi, brother of Santanu, and Maru of 
Ikswaku’s line, both of whom are possessed 
of great powers of Yoga, are still alive in the 
village of Kalapa. (37) 


maa het arqcarsferterct | 
anmai ef qdaq nAaR: N 3 
Instructed and commanded by Lord 
Vāsudeva (Kalki), both will appear once 
more on earth at the close of the Kali age, 
and propagate virtue as before alongwith 
the institution of Varņas (grades of society) 
and Asramas (stages of life). (38) 
ad am grt a aAA aa | 
se waa ya mA age 88 
The round of the four Yugas, viz., Satya, 
Treta, Dwapara and Kali, runs its course in 
this order of sequence for all living beings 
on earth. (39) 


wA WaT WAT RAAT | 

y wad para RAN Pert We: Nt ¥o N 
These rulers of men mentioned by me 

as also others claimed this earth as their 


own, but they had to leave it in the end and 
died, O king ! (40) 


phai Tre Str aT E I 
Yap ache i fos te FATA Aa: Ue N 
He who perpetrates violence against 
living beings for the sake of this body, 
which will be ultimately called by the name 
of ‘worm’, ‘excrement’ or ‘ashes’, no matter 
if it enjoys the title of ‘king’ now, is not alive 
to his own interests; for such violence surely 
paves the way to hell. (41) 


aa amare y: ya edefa | 
TRS a UT Heat ANTS AT ll 8? I 
Aa SoS Shree SHAT: | 
Tel Wada Aleit farsas Tat: 1 83 l 


“How may this earth, held in sovereignty 
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entirely by my forbears and now enjoyed 
by me, continue to be in the possession of 
my son and grandson and posterity?” 
Indulging in such anxious thoughts rulers 
wanting in wisdom and looking upon the 
body, which is a product of five elements, 
as their own self and the earth as their 
possession, have eventually quitted both 
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and vanished into nothing. (42-43) 


Ba yo WS Ysa YAATSTAT | 
CHIC ct PN: Ha HATATAT: HATA A N W¥ I 


All those rulers, O king, who by force of 
their might enjoyed the sovereignty of the 
globe have converted into mere legendary 
figures in stories narrated in discourses.(44) 


aia ATE FeO unseat GRI greece ERSATT: N 2 I 


Thus ends the second discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA JANSATTA: 
Discourse Ill 


Vanity of kings; righteous conduct for every Yuga; the means to escape 
the evils of Kaliyuga—loud chanting of the Divine Name 


MY IAIA 

TRAST À a TA Bate yR | 
aA ar fatsrtt eet ge: PATTA: N g 
Sti Śuka began again: Seeing the kings 
So impatient to conquer her, this earth laughs 
at them and says: “How surprising it is that 
these kings, mere playthings in the hands 
of Death, wish to conquer me thoroughly ! 
(1) 

I We RaT Ara: Bare fagara | 
an triad fred asfatersrfterar FA: N R 
“Fruitless is this ambition of the kings, 
by which these rulers of men have been led 
to repose utter faith in the human body, 
which is evanescent like a bubble of water, 
even though they are aware of this fact. (2) 


Wa Pisce gai we nfa: | 
Te: Baa HUSA 3 N 
Ua war Sera: yedt ara | 
sanaga A UVa STH X Ul 


“They say to themselves: ‘Having at the 


D 


outset conquered the six Indriyas (the five 
senses of perception and the mind), we 
shall then reduce to submission the 
counsellors and ministers of hostile kings 
as well as their relations and friends, the 
citizens and drivers of elephants (in fact, 
the entire army of the enemy); and having 
removed all thorns in the form of thieves 
and robbers, we shall thus by degrees bring 
under subjection the whole earth with the 
oceans as its girdle.’ With their hearts held 
fast by such aspirations they fail to see 
Death standing at hand. (3-4) 


mgao Riar at fasraferinrar 
Fra | HTN G M 
“Having conquered by their might one 
Dwipa surrounded by the ocean, they 
embark on a sea-voyage in order to conquer 
other continents. What a poor reward it is 
for their conquest of the mind and senses 
since all this is transient! Liberation is 
the true recompense for subduing the self.” 


(5) 
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at agda mangya pege! 
Tat ami gA A AT AATA: 11 & N 
“These stupid fellows”, Mother Earth 
goes on, O jewel among the Kurus, “hope 
to conquer through war me, whom even the 
Manus and their sons had only to leave 
in the end and departed as they came! 


(6) 
mene agai ager wait fane: | 
Waa Wadt WI maag ATATA 9 N 


“For my sake, indeed, springs up a 
conflict between father and sons as well as 
between brothers of evil intent, whose mind 
is held fast by the notion of myness with 
respect to their kingdom. (7) 


mi må Het A a Felt ales: | 
ean fret cara fret Hep TUT: uo 


“Contending with one another in the 
words: ‘This entire globe is mine and not 
yours, O fool!’ rulers of men strike one 
another and die on my account. (8) 


aq: qatar meig mdssi: | 
me GEN WH: GATS TTT TA: FU 


“Prthu, Purdrava, Gadhi, Nahusa, 
Bharata, Sahastrabahu, the thousand-armed, 
Arjuna, | Mandhata, Sagara, Rama, 


Khatwanga, Dhundhumara, Raghu, (9) 
qazda yat: agia: | 
WANA: FAAA: HHA ATA FT: N Ro N 
“Trnabindu and Yayati, Saryati, Santanu, 
Gaya, Bhagiratha, Kuvalayaswa, Kakutstha, 
Nala (king of the Nisadhas), Nrga, (10) 
Ruaa wait ARTET: | 
agfa: Brant sitet RASA aH: N 2? I 
“Hiranyakasipu, the demon Vrtra, 
Ravana, who caused people to cry in terror, 


Namuci, Sambara, the demon Naraka (son 
of Earth), Hiranyaksa and Taraka, (11) 


BTA A AAT SAM UST À HEYAT: | 
wa adfae: ye: aa ARAS RT: N g3 M 


ma maada padeda: | 
FAAN: HIM PNA: Frat NNN 23 1 
“and many other demons and kings, 
who were suzerain rulers of the world, who 
understood everything and were all brave 
and conquerors of all, and were invincible 
themselves, claimed me as their own and 
led an exalted life; but mortal as they were 
by nature, they were actually converted 
into mere themes of a story by the cruel 
hands of Death, their object remaining 
unaccomplished.” So concluded Mother 
Earth, O Pariksit ! (12-13) 


mo sured afar nA 
faara AA at: WATT 

faarrenrateaarat fa 
aAa g AR RY I 


These stories of glorious men who, 
having spread their fame in the worlds, 
passed away, have been narrated to you 
with intent to impart to you the knowledge 
of the unsubstantial nature of worldly 
enjoyments and teach you how to develop 
a distaste for them, O lord! They are, 
however, a mere display of words and have 
no bearing on the highest truth. (14) 


: l 
Pitas ears TA: \ 
wa a yoa 
pasi Rn AATA: Ul eA I 
The exposition, on the other hand, of 
the virtues of Lord Visnu of excellent renown, 
which are constantly extolled by the 
righteous, puts an end to all evil. One eager 
to attain pure devotion to Sri Krsna should 
repeatedly hear it everyday. (15) 


riara 
AAA SAT AL HCH ST: | 
farterquraatera gfe at HT 88 Il 


King Pariksit submitted: Pray, tell me 
in detail, O divine sage, the way in whic 
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men will be able to shake off the accumulated 
evils of the Kali age in the Kali age itself. 


(16) 


Also tell me something about the Yugas 
(aeons), the courses of conduct prescribed 
for each Yuga, the duration of life of the 
cosmos as well as of the period of its 
final dissolution and the course of Kāla (the 
Time-Spirit),a potency of Lord Visnu, the 
Supreme Spirit, the Director even of the 
Rulers of the universe, Brahma, Siva and 


so on. (17) 
RIF Iara 

pà vada eipearasaesa: | 

Bet sat sat aR arar faia i ZAT 
Sri Śuka replied: In the Satyayuga, O 

protector of men, Dharma (virtue) runs its 

course on all its four feet, and is held fast 

by the people of the age. Truth, compassion, 

asceticism and affording protection to all 

are the four feet of virtue in its integral form. 


(18) 

HET: HOUT A: yr area Aaa: N 
AAR: AAG: WAM: MAOT SAT: N 22 N 
People of that age are mostly contented, 
compassionate, friendly to all living beings, 
tranquil and forbearing. They practise self- 
control, take delight in the Self, look upon all 


with an equal eye and take pains for Self- 
Realization. (19) 


erat edat gai daa wa: | 
agaaa E 

In the Tretā age a quarter of all the four 
feet of Dharma (virtue) gets gradually 
encroached upon by falsehood, violence, 
discontent and discord—the four feet of 
Adharma (unrighteousness). (20) 


Tel raae arate aA: | 
Aaaa aot weir FTN Re N 


In that age of Treta, people remain 


> _—s«=w 


devoted to the performance of Vedic rites 
and austerities. They are not given to much 
violence nor are lewd. They pursue the 
three objects of human endeavour, viz., 
religious merit, worldly possessions and 
sense-enjoyment. People are advanced in 
Vedic rites and among the four grades of 
society the Brahmanas form a majority, O 


protector of men! (21) 
maaana «= Bafa gI 
WIN 


Ragen: 


Assailed by the four feet of Adharma, 
violence, discontent, falsehood and hatred 
grow, while those of Dharma—compassion, 
austerity, truthfulness and a charitable 
disposition—diminish by one half each in 
the Dwāpara age. (22) 
AREA HETAN: ETETA TAT: | 
Hem: peA gerai: AART: N 23 1 

The people of that age are fond of glory 
and given to the performance of great 
sacrifices, take delight in learning the Vedas, 
are affluent and happy, and maintain big 
families. Among the four grades of society 


the Brāhmaņas and Ksatriyas are 
predominant. (23) 


Ega q eet qais eria: | 
Tear: À era AA ga N 2% 1 


In the Kali age, however, a quarter alone 
of the four feet of Dharma remains. Nay, 
due to the feet of Adharma gaining ground 
that too steadily declines and ultim 
disappears altogether. 


afin grena fda: yrf: | 
gim Raira VETT: WaT: N 26 N 
People in that age turn out to be greedy, 
immoral and merciless, enter into hostility 
without cause and are unlucky and extremely 


covetous. The Śūdras, fishermen and the 
like take the lead. (25) 


ma THEM gA GVA Tet OT: | 
micdoaligared à Rada seat i 2, N 


ately 
(24) 
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The qualities of Sattva, Rajas and Tamas 
are seen manifested in men; impelled by 
force of time they wax or wane in the mind. 

(26) 


Waka Get Ura TAs ATT E | 
dal pagi Regn aai ae SPA: tt Vo Mt 


When the mind, intellect and senses 
abound in Sattva, and when people are 
interested in practising asceticism and 
acquiring wisdom, then one should 
understand that Satyayuga prevails. (27) 


qa midang ufostata RT 
qq Aa aaa Vs aoe Ve 


When people are fond of religious merit, 
earthly possessions and worldly enjoyment, 
then know that there is Tretāyuga, when 
Rajas is active, O intelligent one ! (28) 


FST Aaa AA ATA ANSA AAT: | 
HAUT Ala HAM Gat Aq AAT: UN RR I 
When, however, greed, discontent, pride, 
hypocrisy and jealousy prevail and man is 
fond of actions prompted by desire, know 
that it is Dwapara, when both Rajas and 
Tamas predominate. (29) 


wer ward wat Frat fear ATALI 
Viren Aral Wat Sat a HTM: GAA: Ul 30 N 


TEA IGM AA: JAANA AAV: | 
Ai aiara eaftvara feat see: 1138 UI 


When duplicity, mendacity, drowsiness, 
excessive sleep, violence, dejection, grief, 
infatuation, fear and wretchedness prevail, 
that is recognized as the age of Kali, 
characterized by the predominance of Tamas, 
as a result of which people become dull- 
witted, viz., unable to judge things in their 
proper perspective and are unlucky as also 
voracious, voluptuous and destitute. And 
women too turn out to be profligate and 
unchaste. (30-31) 


RAPS WATE aay: masg aa: | 
Taye uT: rA FEST: 11 32 


Countries are infested with robbers; the 
Vedas stand condemned by heretics; rulers 
exploit the people; and the Brahmanas 
remain devoted to the gratification of sexual 
desires and intent on filling their belly. (32) 


ad aearsviren gara Hef: | 
Aaa Waa AAAS IAAT: 1133. 


Religious students will give up the course 
of conduct prescribed for them and fail to 
observe purity, and householders will take 
to begging; hermits will take up their 
residence in villages and recluses will be 
seized with an ardent longing for wealth. 

(33) 
Serer meN yian aga: | 
panen Aa AANEEN: 1 3% I 

Women will be short-statured but 

voracious, prolific and destitute of modesty. 


They will always speak harsh words and 
will be given to thieving and wiles and very 


daring. (34) 
aurea à aa: fret: peT: | 
amua Hea aai p RATA I 34 N 


Low-minded traders will carry on 
business transactions and practise fraud. 
Even when they are not in distress people 
will favour pursuits which are condemned. 

(35) 
qi aga Pi yer Aaa ATTA 
yet faut uaa: eater mya RaR: 1 38 II 

Servants will leave their masters when 
reduced to penury, though superior in every 
other respect; and masters too will discharge 
their servant, when incapacitated for service 
through ailment etc., even though he may 
be hereditary. Even so, people will cease to 
maintain cows when they no longer a 


milk. 
fecat dadea: | 
mgran Set: UT: PATT: 1 B19" 
In the age of Kali men will become 
slaves of women and miserable. Sexual 


Dis. 3] 


pleasure being the only ground of their 
affection, they will forsake their parents, 
brothers and other relations and kinsfolk 
and take counsel with their sisters-in-law 
and brothers-in-law alone. (37) 


U3seu 

Sidras will make their living by putting 
on the garb of hermits and receive charitable 
gifts. Those who have no knowledge of 
religion will occupy high seats and preach 
religion. (38) 


nagim gai 
MA y Wma ENR: 1 3 

ASAA: | 
et: Area afaa RT: N wo n 
Oppressed with famine and heavy 
taxation—land being divested of food-grains 
and stricken with fear of droughts, people in 
the Kali age will ever remain perturbed in 
mind. Destitute of clothes and ornaments, 
nay, even food and drink, bed and sexual 
enjoyment, they will go even without a 
bath and put on the appearance of a fiend. 
(39-40) 

aet nhs fara erre: | 
aaa ia mo Raa aA x UN 


Quarrelling even for a very small sum of 
money equivalent to 20 cowries, having 
cast all goodwill to the winds, people in 
Kaliyuga will kill even their own people and 
part with their own dear life. (41) 


qaa an: tafa arafa i 
Praa pA AAT: RIAETART: 1 8? N 


Mean-minded fellows will concern 
themselves only with the gratification of 
their lust and satisfaction of their hunger 
and fail to maintain even their aged parents; 
while parents will disown their sons, though 
clever in all matters. (42) 


aA a mo ut We 


fetes 
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wàr wat aane 
aafaa marsa NAATA: 183 N 
With their mind perverted by heretics, O 
king, mortals in Kaliyuga will not generally 
worship Visnu (the immortal Lord), the highest 
object of adoration for the whole universe, 
whose lotus-feet are bowed to by the rulers 
of the three worlds. (43) 

ware hamo aR: 

Ut Peery ot aÀ AYATA | 

sat | ofa 
UAR aaah 4 cf helt SAT: Ul ¥¥ I 
People in Kaliyuga will not worship Him 
by uttering whose name even helplessly 
while dying or afflicted, toppling down or 
stumbling, man is freed from all impediment 
in the shape of Karma and reach the highest 
goal. (44) 

ksiege gis gary Roe TTS | 

wal atte ee era GRETA: 11 Xy 1 
Enthroned in the mind of men Lord Sri 
Hari, the Supreme Person, drives away all 
evils occasioned by the Kali age and arising 
from substances, place and mind. (45) 


ae: Agta cara: yaragan | 

T thet TAT BAT TTR XE, 
Heard of or glorified by chanting His 

name or singing His praises, meditated upon 

and worshipped or even honoured, the Lord 


stays in men’s heart and drives away all 
their sins committed in thousands of lives. 


(46) 
aa eft Rare atergaut eta rg 
Taare nxon 


Dwelling in the mind of Yogis (strivers) 
Lord Visnu wipes out the seeds of their evil 
Karma in the same way as fire applied to 
gold burns all its impurities caused by its 
admixture with other metals. (47) 


fanaa: mr AAR- 
Mathriaaderaa: 
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AAT ANAS 
qan gA maa 
The mind of a man does not attain 
absolute purity through worship of gods, 
asceticism, control of breath, friendliness 
towards all, a bath in sacred waters, 
observance of sacred vows, Charitable gifts 
and muttering of prayers as it does when 
the infinite Lord is enthroned in the heart. (48) 


AAT AAA TAL A HH HA | 
am gaaat aha mi TATU we 1 
Therefore, with all your being, O king, 
instal Lord Sri Krsna (the Ruler even of 
Brahma and Siva) in your heart, thinking of 
Him with a concentrated mind while dying; 
You will thereby attain the supreme goal. 


(49) 
amir RAA weary, MÀY: | 
amma Aas Patent HAHA: N ko tl 

The Lord, who is the Supreme Ruler of 
the universe, the Soul and Shelter of all, 
deserves to be meditated upon at all times; 


for, those who are about to die meditate 
upon Him (as a result of practice incessantly 
carried on while living); He leads them to 
the state of oneness with Him, O dear 
Pariksit ! (50) 
maata tated Sent Aer AT: | 
Fima PUTA THAT: A ATTN GL I 
Indeed, there is one great virtue 
possessed by the Kali age, the repository 
of all evils, O Pariksit ! By merely chanting 
the names and glories of Sri Krsna one is 
freed from all attachments and reaches the 
Supreme. (51) 


Haag eae erent Hare ATA AG: | 
gmx uftaatat cet aa i 42 


What is attained in the Satyayuga by 
one contemplating on Lord Visnu, in Treta 
by one who propitiates Him through 
sacrifices, and in Dwapara through worship 
of the Lord, is attained in the Kali age 
merely by chanting the name and singing 
the praises of Sri Hari. (52) 


sfx ÅTTI erg WAEA GRIT are) FHS EAA: N 3 I 


Thus ends the third discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AAAS ATA: 
Discourse IV 
The Fourfold Pralaya 


RIJP IATA 

amA nmaga | 
aad qa a y, meaa i g M 

Śrī Śuka began again: The divisions of 
Time commencing from a Paramanu (its 
minutest division) and ending with two 
Parardhas (comprising the life-time of 
Brahma) have already been described to 
you, as also the duration of the four Yugas 


(in Discourse XI of Book Three). Now hear 
also the extent of a Kalpa (one round of 
creation) and Pralaya (the period of final 
dissolution), O king! (1 


waht a aÀ feed 
a met at waavagqdé fagia i? N 
One thousand revolutions of the four 


Yugas (Satya, Tretā, Dwāpara and Kali) are 
spoken of as a day of Brahmā. This constitutes 
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a Kalpa, in the course of which fourteen 
Manus successively hold sway, O king ! (2) 


qed Vea eÀ AET | 
wat cient SA aa erst vera fea 


At the end of a Kalpa an equally long 
period of Pralaya (Dissolution) follows; it is 
spoken of as one night of Brahma; for, 
during that period these three worlds (heaven, 


earth and the intermediate region) remain 
dissolved. (3) 


T ANR: vie: were aa farage | 
HASTA FATT HA ATTY: 1X N 


This is called Naimittika (occasional) 
Pralaya (because it is occasioned by 
Brahma’s going to bed and is different from 
the Mahapralaya or Final Dissolution when 
Brahma’s career comes to a close). During 
this Pralaya Lord Narayana (the Maker of 
the universe) withdraws the whole universe 
into Himself and remains asleep on His 
couch of Ananta (the serpent-god) and 
Brahma (the self-born) follows suit. (4) 
feared aia gem: uration: | 
I Ups: Ut Hed Was ani 

When the lifetime of Brahma, the greatest 
of all the Jivas, consisting of two Parardhas, 
has expired, all the seven causal principles 
(viz., Mahat-tattva or the principle of cosmic 
intelligence, Ahankara or the cosmic Ego 
and the five Tanmatras or subtle elements) 
actually get dissolved in Prakrti or Primordial 


Matter. (5) 
We mp ws vert aa citar 


HUSH Agta frat seated N & i 
This constitutes, O king, the Prakrtika 
Pralaya, as in this the occasion for final 
dissolution having been reached, the 
aggregate of all the twenty-four fundamental 
principles in the form of the cosmic egg get 
finally dissolved. (6) 
wia: maii at usr a ada 


Tel PRA PA ATOT: QAMET: 1119 N 
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aa Greate Veh: PAAA: WT: | 
agg tf ahi ta arader tac 
wate: faaa dit: ad Fa faa 
aa: dadent afer: agdorpattera: <u 


For one hundred years, O king, the god 
of rain does not send down any shower on 
earth. Then, tormented by hunger, the earth 
being divested of foodgrains, people actually 
begin to eat one another and, persecuted 
by time, gradually perish. Rendered much 
brighter by the ‘period of final dissolution, 
the sun sucks up by its fearful rays all the 
water in the seas, on the earth and in the 
human bodies, and does not release it. 
Sprung from the mouth of Lord Sankarsana 
(the serpent-god) (7—9) 


wearer: ya yaar 
sada: wares rard: N go n 
and rising in flames by the force of the 
wind, the fire, characteristic of the period of 
dissolution, then burns the subterranean 
regions, already desolate (all their inhabitants 
having been burnt long before due to their 
moisture having been sucked up by the 
rays of the sun). (10) 


Being burnt above and below as well as 
on all sides by the rays of the sun and the 
flames of fire, the cosmic egg now looks 
like a burnt ball of cowdung. Then a strong 
and violent wind characteristic of the period 
of final dissolution blows for a little more 
than a hundred years, so that the sky gets 
enveloped in dust and assumes a smoky 
appearance. Next, O dear one, numerous 
hosts of clouds of various colours pour 
down showers for a hundred years roaring 
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Se — ee eee 


with violent peals of thunder. Then the 
universe within the cosmic egg is swept by 
a single sheet of water. (11—13) 


war Ai Waa sae 

Terran q yA Wray Head N RS N 
Everything being submerged in water, 

the latter absorbs the essential property of 


the earth, viz., smell; denuded of its smell, 
the earth then gets dissolved in water. 


(14) 
ani TARA ae riasa AAT: 1 
Tad A Wa mgd qaru eu il 
cad Set AS ATA: TG TA TOT | 


Ba fags G miasa AMA TOT tt gE N 
wet ovate yrii 
AAA a AVA S Say AHA TUT: It go Ut 


Fire then absorbs the property of 
water, viz., taste; and deprived of its taste, 
the water too is forthwith absorbed in the 
fire. Then the air absorbs the property of 
fire, viz., colour; and, divested of colour, 
it loses itself into the air. Likewise, ether 
absorbs the property of the air viz., touch 
and gets dissolved in ether, O Pariksit! 
Then the Tamasika aspect of the Cosmic 
Ego absorbs the property of ether, viz., 
sound; alongwith it, ether too gets dissolved 
in the Tamasika Ahankara; and the Rajasika 
type of Ahankara absorbs the Indriyas 
alongwith their functions. Similarly, the 
Sattvika type of Ahankara absorbs the 
gods (presiding over them), O dear Pariksit ! 

(15—17) 
Tel Wastes TOT: Araya Ay | 
TAA AT Sat UST TOT HICH ATTN VC N 

The Mahat-tattva absorbs the triple 
Ahankara; while the three Gunas, modes of 
Prakrti, viz., Sattva etc., absorb Mahat. 
Impelled by Time, the Unmanifest Prakrti 
reduces the three modes of Prakrti to the 
state of equilibrium, O king ! (18) 


A mea aaa: aR TOT: | 
sree Feat PRET | ge h 


Prakrti is not subject to the six states» 
such as modification, brought about by the 
divisions of time (even as they pass), it 
is without beginning or end, unmanifest, 
constant, the cause of all and not subject to 
decay. (19) 
4 aa arat a wal A aed 

wat Wit at maA 
a madaan a 
A fag: Gey AHA: IRo N 

In that state, there is no speech, no 
mind, no modes of Prakrti, viz., Sattva, 
Rajas and Tamas, no Mahat and other 
products of Matter, no breath, no intellect, 
no senses, nor the deities presiding over 
them and no conception, much less location 
of Lokas (spheres). (20) 
7 wart a aq gad 

a G wet atresia: | 
; ; 
GE GEGI uaaa N RR Ul 

Again, there is no dream nor waking life 
nor deep slumber; no ether, water, earth, 
air, fire or sun. It is something like deep 
sleep or vacuity; nay, beyond conception. 
The Vedas speak of it as a state which is 
the root of the universe. (21) 


wa: wpa BI yearn | 
maa: Tact fragt: AAA: N VV N 
This is what is known as Prākrtika 
Pralaya (the Dissolution of everything into 
Prakrti or Primordial Matter), when, impelled 
by Time, the potencies of the Supreme 
Person as well as of the Unmanifest (Prakrti) 
are completely and helplessly withdrawn 
into their substratum. (22) 


qafasi art fA aT! 
gaara Raamaa, TA 3 


* The six states are—(1) birth, (2) existence, (3) growth, (4) modification, (5) decay, and (6) death. 
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In the form of the intellect, the senses 
and their objects, it is consciousness alone, 
their ground or substratum, which shines forth. 
Whatever has a beginning and an end is 
unreal, because it is open to perception and 
has no existence apart from its cause. (23) 
Arapa waa ates TY ag | 
Ua it: ear area A TEA UI Bi 

Light, the eye and colour (which are all 
modifications of fire) are not distinct from 
fire. Similarly, the intellect, senses and their 
objects are not distinct from Brahma (the 
only Reality), which is quite different from 
them inasmuch as It exists even when they 
cease to be, while the reverse is not true. 


(24) 
qenin tact: gafa are 
Tera TS AAS VRPT Hh 2u N 

Wakefulness, dream and deep slumber, 
it is said, are so many states of Buddhi, 
intellect; the plurality attributed to the pure 
Self (in the form of Viśwa, Taijasa and 
Prajfia, as severally presiding over these 
States), is mere illusion, O Pariksit ! (25) 


Fa eR cathe waka = afa a 


Tas Te Peay It RE N 


Just as clouds appear and disappear in 
the sky, this universe, too, because it has a 
beginning and an end and since it is made 
UP of parts, sometimes appears and 
Sometimes disappears in Brahma. (26) 
Yel gama: hn: wataafeentie 
Ferma weiter Weeatats dada: N RYN 
In this world of all objects, consisting of 
Parts, the part alone has been declared in 
© Sruti texts to be real; for the parts are 
Seen to exist even in the absence of a 
°MPosite, just as the threads of a cloth 
e seen even when the cloth is not 
»O dear one | (27) 

Ua: | 


“Sansa irera ALU RU 


there 


Whatever is perceived as a cause or an 
effect is an illusion, because a cause and 
an effect are correlated to one another. 
Therefore, all that has a beginning and an 
end is unreal. (28) 


foc: Carer sft ATTAT | 
Praca seer Parca STAT MN 28 N 


Though manifest to us, the phenomenal 
world cannot be explained in the least degree 
independently of the Self. If it were at all 
capable of being so explained, it would turn 
out to be self-effulgent like the conscious 
Self and as such unitary as the Self. (29) 


we era arenas ate wa 
Arie fexatrigeafrarataatiia N 30 n 


There can be no diversity in that which 
is real. If an ignorant man were to recognize 
such diversity, it would be unreal like the 
distinction between the space enclosed by 
a pitcher and the infinite (expanse of the) 
sky, between the sun and its reflection in 
water, or between the air outside and inside 
the body. (30) 


Even as in practical use gold is found 
by men wrought in numerous forms 
(ornaments) according to various processes, 
so the Lord, who is above sense-perception, 
is described by egotistic men in different 
ways in secular as well as Vedic parlance. 


(31) 
am  mAshunshefsa 
TRNA T AATA: | 
wo m mi 
TAMH AMAT AATE: N 32 N 
Just as a cloud, though born of the sun 
and revealed by the light of the sun, prevents 


the eye, which is a part of the sun, from 
beholding the sun, so does the ego, which 
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has its source in Brahma and is illumined 
by Brahma, stand in the way of the Jiva, a 
particle of Brahma, realizing Brahma, which 
is the same as the Jiva. (32) 


Rama agate ae 33 0 


As soon as the cloud, born of the sun, 
is scattered, the eye sees the sun, which is 
its own self. Similarly, the moment the ego, 
which veils the true nature of the soul, 
yields to inquiry about the Self, the soul 
realizes its identity with Brahma. (33) 


aa fania 


AAT ATE FON AIT 
iare sa 
agaang REAN RY N 
When, having torn—in the aforesaid 
manner with this dagger of wisdom, 
Ahankara, a product of Maya, which veils 
the true nature of the soul, and having 
realized the all-perfect Self, the Jiva stands 
fulfilled, they call such a state the everlasting 
Dissolution, O dear Pariksit ! (34) 
Aea wiy were UT 
saua ena: MAARA I 3A N 
Some men, knowing the subtle state of 
things, O tormentor of foes! declare the 
creation and dissolution of all created beings 


from Brahmā downwards as going on all the 
time every moment. (35) 
aeran, gaor eT | 

uR «| ATTA: 1 3G N 


The successive stages that are gone 
through by all changing things (such as a 
stream or the flame of a lamp) serve as an 
index of the constant appearance and 
dissolution of the body etc., of a created 
being, which are being rapidly worn away 
every moment by force of the stream of 
Time. (36) 


amemada PAAT | 
aatar Ta gA aR RE N 39 1 


The successive stages of growth and 
decay etc., of created beings, brought about 
by the aforementioned Time, a manifestation 
of the Almighty, which has no beginning or 
end, are certainly not perceived even as the 
stages of movement of luminaries coursing 
in the heavens. (37) 
frat aranya a Mp era: | 
arafa Hla: HUTTE gN 3 1 

In this way, the Nitya (constant) as well 
as the Naimittika (occasional), nay, the 
Prakrtika or final and Atyantika (everlasting) 
types of Dissolution have been described 
by me. Such is the course of Time. (38) 


w: gers migg- 
qhenata TA: =| 
camna nA: Aare: 
TICE msangi T: 1 3S N 


In this way, O jewel among the Kurus ! 
have been narrated by Me in brief the stories 
of the sportful activities of Lord Nārāyana, 
the Maker of the universe and the abode of 
all living beings as well as of all strength and 
goodness; for, not even Brahmā (the birthless 
creator) is capable of relating them in all 
their details and entirety. (39) 


E e ned: Tee 
Sater aa MEG AILEAN] 
Wat vag fateerg: aerial %0 II 


To a man tormented by the wild fire of 
manifold miseries and seeking to cross the 
ocean of metempsychosis, which is most 
difficult to cross, there is no vessel other 
than constantly enjoying the nectar-like 
stories of the sportful activities of Lord 
Purusottama, the Supreme Person. (40) 


qorida Raas: | 
ARG WT We HEU F: 18? I 
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Of yore, at the beginning of creation, the 
omniscient and immortal Lord Narayana 
taught the compilation in the form of this 
Bhagavata Purana in four verses' to sage 
Narada (through Brahma?) and the latter 
to my father, the sage Krsnadwaipayana 
Vedavyasa. (41) 
a à Wa FEIT Wa ATEN: | 
Fat mad via: Hai Aaaa UI we A 

Full of delight, O great king, the said 
divine sage, Vedavyasa, who lives in a 


grove of jujube trees, actually taught me 
this compilation (consisting of 18000 Slokas), 
which is equal in worth to the Vedas. (42) 


Unt aaa Ya RAA “Praca | 
ddi Hess aap: viene: 1 x3 u 


Requested by the sage, Saunaka, and 
others, O jewel among the Kurus ! that Suta 
(sitting over there) will expound it to the 
eighty-eight thousand Rsis going to be 
assembled in a lengthy sacrificial session 
at Naimisaranya. (43) 


ST EAA ITÀ MAEN GRIT ERE ATMS CAT: I & I 


Thus ends the fourth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIA USAT SST: 
Discourse V 


The Final Teaching of Sukadeva concerning Brahma 


MYR FAI 
agadsa faya array eft | 
TA VATE TE GR: TAMA: N g N 

Sri Suka began again : In this Bhagavata- 
Mahapurana stands celebrated every now 
and then Lord Sri Hari, the sole Controller 
of the universe, of whose exultation and 
anger were severally born Brahma (the 
Creator) and Rudra (the god of destruction). 


(1) 
aq ter ahaa ages ate 
Taa: mysa Seared A SEPA NR 1 

You for your part, O king, give up this 
foolish notion, characteristic of a brute, that 
you will die. Unlike the body—which is born 
at a particular moment while it was non- 
existent before and, therefore, perishes— 
you, the soul that you are, were not so born 


1. Vide ILix. 31—34 
2. Vide Il. ix. 43-44 


and, therefore, will not die. (2) 


q RaR oper et pna | 
Aaea AAR gears: 13 N 


You were never born as a father, nor 
will you be born in the form of a son and 
again in that of a grandson, and so on as 
the tree from a seed and again a seed from 
the tree; for you are quite distinct from the 
body etc., just as fire is distinct from the 
firewood. (3) 


TA AN ARII USAT: TAA | 
FAT TVA SECA Ae STAT AIS SAT: UX N 


Since—just as in the dream state a 
man himself sees his head lopped off—one 
witnesses the death etc., of one’s body 
alone, and not of the Self, which is the seer 
and different from those states, the Self 
within you is, as a matter of fact, undying 
and unborn. (4) 


Nn ae ee 
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ae RA ISSR BHT: WATE AMT TTI 
wa 8 ya viet wa HTT Tal 
Just as when an earthen pot is broken, 
the space enclosed by it is once more the 
same as it was before the pot came into 
existence; so when the body is finally 
dissolved as a result of Self-Realization, the 
individual soul becomes one with Brahma 
again. (5) 


Ta: aha À Say OT HAO ATA: | 
aa: Yad AAT dat Sitar Paha: 1G Ul 
The mind alone creates bodies, objects 
of senses and actions for the soul. It is 
Maya that creates the aforesaid mind; and 
from Maya proceeds the transmigration of 
the Jiva. (6) 
Satireradtadart aAA 
dat aut dadi pi vas! 
Taare masa fervater it ou 


A light maintains its character as light 
only so long as there is found the combination 
of oil, that which holds the oil, a wick and 
fire. Even so, it is through the action of 
Rajas, Sattva and Tamas that a body 
appears and ceases; while transmigration 
has its root in mistaking the body as one’s 
own Self. (7) 


Fare Taare Sareea: UT: | 
ATTN FA MUM YASH TATA: UC Ul 


Just as with the going out of a light the 
element of fire does not perish, so the soul 
encased in a body does not perish with the 
body—the soul which is self-effulgent and 
lies beyond the physical no less than the 
astral body, inasmuch as it is the support of 
all, immutable and all-pervasive, nay, endless 
and unparalleled like the sky. (8) 
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Full of constant thought of Lorg 
Vasudeva, O king, investigate thus the truth 
of the Self, encased in your psychophysical 
organism, by your own effort with the help 
of syllogistic reasoning. (9) 


afar auaa A cat raat AAR: | 
yad Aaah FPA YARRA Ro N 


Urged by the curse of a Brahmana, the 
serpent Taksaka will not be able to burn 
you, the soul within your body, even though 
it may burn the body. All the agents of 
Death combined cannot burn you, who are 
no other than the Death of deaths, the 
almighty Lord Himself. (10) 
at Ta w a Tee WA Tey! 

Ti Sater IRA N R I 
ayi agh we Ae AT: | 
q zga ot a faye a YAT: N 82 Il 

“I am Brahma, the supreme support, 
and Brahma, the highest goal am | !” Thus 
identifying yourself with the Absolute, your 
very Self, and realizing your true nature, 
you will behold neither the serpent Takşaka 
biting you at your feet with its poisonous 
fangs, nor your body nor the universe as 
apart from you. (11-12) 
TA pfi At ASS TS ATT TT | 
Afari fee ya: Aara i 83" 

All this has been narrated to you by 
me, O dear Pariksit! in response to what 
you, my very Self, inquired concerning the 
pastimes of Lord Sri Hari, the Soul of the 
universe, O protector of men! What more 
do you desire to hear? (13) 


att REITA TETGT TRAST ASAT ENEA ENTE AT TETAS EAT: I4 I 


Thus ends the Fifth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


—+ oa 


AA TASTA: 
Discourse VI 


Pariksit attains the Supreme goal and Janamejaya commences a snake- 


sacrif 


aaae a ARTA: 1 g N 


Sūta began again : Having heard this 
discourse of the sage Śuka (the son of 
Vyāsa), who beheld the universe within 
himself and looked upon all with an equal 
eye, the said Pariksit, who had been granted 
his life by the Lord, approached the soles of 
the sage’s feet and with bent head and 
joined palms spoke thus. (1) 


Tara 
RAs saat FETE | 
maA aa À maA se: 2 


King Pariksit submitted: | stand 
accomplished of purpose and have been 
favoured by your gracious self in that | have 
been directly told of Sri Hari, who has no 
beginning or end, ds well as of the means of 
attaining Him. (2) 
Taye Al Wea | 
NI mA A TE BHI 

| do not consider it surprising that the 
grace of exalted souls, who have given 
their mind to Sri Hari (the immortal Lord), 


descends on the ignorant creatures 
tormented by agonies. (3) 


PoR aA aa 
Tea aA ATAA N ¥ 1 


We have heard from you the compilation 
in the form of this Purāņa, in which the 
Most illustrious Lord has been described as 
a matter of fact. (4) 


ice; Classification of the Vedas into so many Śākhās or schools 


amaan Tea a fare | 
Wat we Patera efit czars 


Lord! | am afraid neither of Taksaka nor 
of other agencies of death, since | have 
now entered the fearless and _all-blissful 
State of oneness with Brahma, the Absolute, 
as shown by you. (5) 


fE At TSM aTi Teor ers | 
Weare aa: wave fren S 1 
Now give me permission, O Brahmana 
sage ! | shall control all my senses including 
speech and, having established my mind, 
which is free from all Cravings, in the thought 
of Lord Visnu, who is above all sense- 
perception, give up the ghost. (6) 
saat a Pret a maaa 
wat aft att ut wad: TELA 9 
My ignorance (nescience) including its 
seed has been eradicated by firmness in 
Jfiana (the knowledge of truth) and VijAana 
(its Realization) since the supreme state of 
the Lord, which rids one of all fear, has 
been revealed to me by you. (7) 


qd sara 
BQH WAM AÀ: | 
were fea: ares area ofa eu 
Sita resumed: Thus addressed and 
worshipped by the king, the divine Sri Suka 


(son of Vedavyasa) took leave of him and 
departed alongwith other ascetics. (8) 


AAA = = wefieroarcaert 
waa Ww aaa TE: ue i 


Uniting his mind by force of reason 
with the Self, the royal sage Pariksit for his 
part contemplated on the Supreme Spirit, 


i en ee ee aa’ 


remaining breathless like the trunk of a tree. 
(9) 

WAKA AMAA MAH SATS! | 
sana e Aag: tt go N 
With all his doubts resolved, nay, 
identified with Brahma, the Absolute, and 
free from attachment, the great Yogi sat 
down on the bank of the holy Ganga, facing 
the north on blades of KuSa grass, the ends 
of which pointed to the east. (10) 


mare: URA feo: GAT ET 
STRAT Te TAN UA AYTTA 8 N 


Directed by the infuritated son of a 
Brahmana and going to see the king with 
the intention of biting him to death, O 
Brahmanas! Taksaka met on the way a 
Brahmana named Kasyapa. (11) 
a adia sfaniftacdt aR 
Ronne: ATTRA V2 U 

Having gratified Kasyapa, who knew how 
to counteract the effect of poison, with gifts 
of money and thus sending him back, the 
serpent, who was capable of assuming any 
form at will, and came disguised as a 
Brahmana, approached and bit the king.(12) 


aay mdse mR | 
aya TATA HE: NyA HARTA N 83 N 
By the action of fire produced by the 
poison of the snake, the body of the royal 
sage, who had become one with Brahma, 
was instantly reduced to ashes, while all 
men looked on. (13) 


Beran meea fat À fag nda: | 

fafaa aa Aa ATAA: I gY% N 
There arose a terrible outcry on earth as 

well as in the heavens and in all the quarters; 


while gods and demons as well as men and 
all others were really wonderstruck. (14) 


gA Agteaterdt S; | 
agg: yuani faqen: MaA: gt N 


Celestial kettle-drums sounded of their 


own accord, Gandharvas and Apsaras 
(celestial musicians and dancing girls) sang 
praises; while gods sent down showers of 
flowers, raising shouts of applause. (15) 
waa: aA sear cere aa | 
BOT ARTA HY ATT A He PFS: N RS N 
Enraged to hear of his father having been 
consumed by Taksaka, Janamejaya with the 
help of Brahmana priests started in the course 
of a sacrifice offering snakes in the prescribed 
manner into the sacrificial fire. (16) 


mi aiar carry Weer | 
qed iaag: wt Far Vo 
Agitated with fear to see great serpents 
burning in blazing fire at the snake-sacrifice, 
Taksaka sought the presence of Indra for 
protection. (17) 
anyi TA WaT Utara PEST! 
SATA ANH: HAT TAMA: N R N 
Not seeing Taksaka there, King 
Janamejaya (son of Pariksit) inquired of the 
Brahmanas as to why Taksaka, the vilest of 
all snakes, was not being burnt. (18) 


a Aa AA eh: VRUTALTAA 

Aa dafia: CURT TATA Ut Re N 
They replied, “Indra, O ruler of kings, 

protects him as the latter has sought him for 

protection. The snake has been held back by 

Indra, hence he does not fall into the fire.” (19) 


unitate sfa strat meras samek: | 
Beater) fear art fea hata areata tt Ro N 


Hearing this, Janamejaya, son of 
Pariksit, highly intelligent as he was, said to 
the priests, “Why should Taksaka not be 
invoked by you, O Brahmanas, alongwith 
Indra to fall into the sacrificial fire?” (20) 


TASSR AN: TER Tech AE | 
ATHY US BERT acai 22 ll 


Hearing this the Brahmanas invoked 
the presence of Taksaka alongwith Indra 
in the sacrifice thus: “Taksaka ! soon fall 
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down here with Indra, who has the forty- 
nine Maruts, wind-gods, for his followers.” 


(21) 

sha aaae: caries: eRT: | 
aya maA: AAA: HAAR: N RR II 
Indra alongwith his aerial car, Taksaka 
and all, was made to move from his abode 
by the maledictions uttered by the Brahmanas 
and felt greatly agitated in mind. (22) 

a vast far maA 
aaan: We Us a Teeata: N 23 Ul 
Brhaspati, the son of Angira, expostulated 
thus with the said king, Janamejaya when 


he saw Indra falling from the heavens 
alongwith Taksaka and the celestial car: 


(23) 
TT aa Wye adie ae 
a UTA aT SISTA 1 2X I 


‘This king of serpents cannot be killed 
by you, O ruler of men; for he has drunk of 
nectar and is, therefore, unquestionably 
immortal and immune from old age. (24) 


sifai wot ta: Aa ao 
TATA SA ATT WET SSSA: BG 
“Life and death of a living being as well 
as its existence in the other world is 
determined by its own doings, O king ! 


None else can bring happiness or misery to 
another than the latter's own doing. (25) 


Tishaa: qnen RR | 
Taa wee selene Aq RG N 


“When a living being meets its death 
through the medium of a snake, thief, fire or 
lightning, or through hunger, thirst, disease 
and the like, O protector of men, it only 
reaps thereby the fruit of such Karma(s) as 
have begun to bear fruit. (26) 
TT Batts tary eer | 
Wat sana aren AS FF ySTT Ul Vo 

“Therefore, let this sacrifice, actuated 
as it is by a malevolent purpose, O king ! be 


> 


stopped, as serpents burnt through it were 
all innocent. But you too are not to blame; 
for, as a matter of fact, it is the fruit of one’s 
own past doings that is reaped by living 
beings.” (27) 
ga sad 
gam: A ates me aa: | 
adaga: A areal R N 


Sūta resumed: Thus advised, King 
Janamejaya said “Amen!” Nay, respecting 
the remonstrance of the great sage, he 
desisted from the snake-sacrifice, and duly 
worshipped Brhaspati, the master of 
eloquence. (28) 


Bor aoea ATT Bar | 
qee A oraa: ee 


Such is the well-known, though 
inconceivable, great Māyā, enchanting 
potency of Lord Visnu. Due to this Maya, 
which cannot be (easily) set aside, living 
beings, that are His own particles, fall foul 
of their fellow-beings under the force of 
passions such as anger, which are the 
outcome of the three Gunas. (29) 


3 aa miann facta 


massaa SAP STATA: | 
= aga Aafaa 


mra agaaa TA 301 


Māyā, which repeatedly flashes on the 
mind through the notion, ‘A is a wily man’, 
does not boldly reveal itself in God when 
the nature of the Self is being inquired into 
by the exponents of the Self (but is shown 
to exist somehow like one in great fear 
without discharging its function of enchanting 
others). Nay, in relation to Him there is no 
room for wordy warfare of various 
descriptions, originating from Maya, nor does 
the mind with its functions of ideation and 
doubt operate with regard to Him. (30) 


a at yt Gade: w 
Jaya vatahnfadcaey | 


| 
| 
I 
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AeA gM gdageaaTe a 
ARa ares fara ears APY: 32 
In relation to Him there does not exist 
any Karma (belonging to the category of 
virtue or sin) with factors responsible for it 
nor the fruit (in the shape of joy or sorrow) 
to be attained through both, nor the ego, the 
adjunct of a Jiva, accompanied by the three 
above-named, viz., Karma, the factors 
responsible for it and the fruit of it. Such is 
the nature of God, who is neither capable 
of being opposed by nor of opposing anyone. 
Therefore, renouncing the ego etc., which 
are like so many waves of Maya, a sage 
should himself specifically revel in the Self. 
(31) 


werareratact am: 32 


Yogis who have given up false 
identification with the body and the feeling 
of meum with regard to those connected 
with it and are exclusively devoted to God, 
and who are, therefore, keen to reject 
everything other than God as “not that”, 
“not that”, declare the aforesaid to be the 
supreme essence of the all-pervading Lord. 
Nay, it has been concluded to be such by 
those who, having embraced it with their 
heart through meditation, have been able to 
control their mind, senses and body. (32) 
a vina faired ut cer 
awe mà dist a Ai setter 33 

They alone are able to attain this 
supreme state of Lord Visnu, who are free 
from the evil notion of ‘I’ and ‘mine’ with 
regard to their body and home, etc., 
respectively. (33) 
sifcareieafaata maA mea 
aan denise at pata sata 3x 


One should put up with abusive words, 


and show disrespect to none, nor should 
one enter into hostility with anyone for the 
sake of this perishable body. (34) 


AA wad TH FNNA | 
FTTH RATA ASM AAT TATA It 34 | 


Salutation to the illustrious Lord Sri Krsna 
of infinite intelligence, through meditation 
on whose lotus feet | learnt this compilation 
in the form of Srimad Bhagavata! (35) 


WAE sara 
EACAN ESLEI CIRIE bi rA Kns LES PE 
Aara pen ret a ANAR T: Be 1 


Śaunaka submitted : Into how many 
schools were the Vedas divided by Paila 
and other great souls, teachers of the Vedas 
and pupils of Vedavyasa? Pray, relate this 
to us. (36) 


amaA gidene Fase i 319 II 
ATTA TE SATA TATA: | 
FORA NAST IFAT ATTN Ut 3 N 


Sita replied: From the cavity in the 
heart of Brahma (the creator), who occupies 
the highest position in the universe, while 
his mind was composed through meditation, 
O Saunaka! there arose a sound, which 
can be distinctly perceived by all through 
control of the function of hearing by closing 
one’s ears, and by focussing one’s mind on 
which, O Brahmana sage, Yogis shake off 
the impurities of the mind—occasioned by 
the Adhibhuta (the body), Adhyatma (the 
organs of action) and Adhidaiva (the senses 
of perception)—and attain Liberation, i.e., 
cessation of birth and death. (37-38) 


aisya gA Asana: RTE 
maag maA ag: WAT: 1 33 Ut 
AR a gi RE JAN A YASS | 
ATLA E ARTRIT STAT: N 89 l 


From that sound emanated the sacred 
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syllable OM—consisting of three parts,— 
A, U, M—whose origin is unmanifest, nay, 
which flashes in the heart by itself. It is this 
syllable which reveals the true nature of the 
almighty and infinite Supreme Spirit that 
hears this unmanifest (inarticulate humming) 
sound even when the sense of hearing has 
ceased to function due to the ears having 
been shut and whose cognition is intact 
even when all the senses are inoperative, 
as in sound sleep or Samadhi—by which 
(sacred syllable) speech in the form of the 
Vedas is manifested and which owes its 
manifestation in the cavity of the heart to 
the Supreme Spirit. (39-40) 
ATEN TAT: ATT AAS: TTA: | 
a adaa PATA SR UI 
That syllable again is directly expressive 
of its origin, the infinite Supreme Spirit; it is 
the hidden meaning of all Mantras (sacred 


texts), the eternal seed of the Vedas being 
no other than Brahma Itself. (41) 


Te DAA ATT STANT gE 
mi Sera at Torres: N ¥2 N 


The syllable OM, O jewel of the Bhrgus ! 
comprised three letter-sounds—a, 3, and 4, 
which severally hold in the form of a seed 
sets of three entities, viz., the three Gunas 
(modes of Prakrti—Sattva, Rajas and 
Tamas), the three names, Rk. Yajus and 
Sama, the three substances (spheres, viz., 
Bhūh—the terrestrial globe, Bhuvah—the 
aerial region and Swah—heaven) and the 
three states of consciousness, viz., 
wakefulness, dream and sound sleep. (42) 


ads TATTA: | 
BEATA ORG GATT 1 3 N 


Out of the aforesaid three letters the 
almighty Brahma (the birthless creator) 
evolved the alphabet, comprising Antahsthas 
(semi-vowels), Usmas (aspirants), Swaras 
(vowels), Sparśas (sibilants) and the short, 
long and prolated measures of sounds. (43) 


mA aA Airaga: | 
PATCH ASNT Tet AAA TA lt 4% N 


With this alphabet the mighty Brahma 
gave expression through his four mouths 
to the four Vedas—alongwith the three 
Vyahrtis (Bhūh, Bhuvah and Swah) and 
OM (prefixed to the Gayatri-Mantra while 
reciting it}—with the intention of pointing out 
the duties of the four priests officiating at a 
sacrifice, viz., Hota, Adhwaryu, Udgata and 
Brahma. (44) 
TAMA Ae TATA] Tear | 
Aq Mase: AGA: AALS I we I 

He then taught them to his (mind-born) 
sons (Marici and others), who were (all) 
Brahmana sages and accordingly expert in 
reciting the Vedas with proper intonation 
etc. The latter in their turn proved to be the 


promulgators of righteousness and taught 
the Vedas to their sons, KaSyapa and others. 


(45) 

a WER maread: | 
agiia cre gA wera: we u 
Received from generation to generation 
in the course of the four Yugas by the 
pupils of the various sages—pupils who 
observed the vow of lifelong celibacy in 
order to retain them in their memory—the 
aforesaid Vedas were later on divided by 
great seers into Samhitas, Brahmanas and 
so on at the end of the Dwapara age (lit., 
the period preceded by the Dwāpara age). 


(46) 
aoran: aftorarars gie ates RTTA: | 
Ser Aa TAT eer ASAT: | v9 11 


Perceiving the men to be shortlived, 
deficient in energy and dull-witted due to 
the action of Time (in the form of 
unrighteousness prevailing in it), the 
Brahmana seers rearranged the Vedas as 
directed by the immortal Lord residing in 
their heart. (47) 
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SAAT TEL Wa oot ch ATA: l Even so, he taught the body of Samas or 
sAm enfin w n | SOngs, going by the name of Chandoga- 

because sung in various 


TRIN AAAI VTA AN: | 
Radi WAM ag Te ag N ¥e N 


Descended from the loins of the sage 
Parasara through Satyavati in the form of 
Vedavyasa (representing a ray of Sattva, 
forming part of Maya, the divine potency) 
as prayed to by Brahma, Sankara and other 
guardians of the spheres, for the vindication 
of righteousness, O Brahmana sage, in the 
current Manvantara too, The almighty Lord, 
the Life-giver of the universe, divided the 
Veda, O highly blessed one ! into four parts. 

(48-49) 


sda art Weiter aT: | 
ada: Heagah mAd gai ko Il 
Picking out and classifying in four distinct 
groups the multitudes of Mantras belonging 
to the categories of Rk, Atharva, Yajus and 
Sama, even as various kinds of gems are 
assorted into so many groups, the said 


Maharsi compiled four Sambhitas or 
collections out of those Mantras. (50) 
aat a age: ferearurga eTA: | 


Waren Ged Technet cal fay: 142 N 


Summoning in his presence four of 
his foremost pupils, Paila and others, the 
powerful Vyasa of mighty intellect imparted 
one of those collections to each, O Saunaka ! 

61) 
tera dfeararat aeaaea FI 
arate Parei AT N 42 i 

He taught, they say, the very first Samhita 
under the name of Bahvrca-Samhita 
(because consisting of a collection of Rks 
or psalms) to Paila and the body of sacred 
texts in prose, recited during sacrifices and 
bearing the name of Nigada (prose), to 
another named VaiSampayana. (52) 
arent Aà wre dent SAET 
aagi art wafer Ara 43 N 


Samhita, 
metres to Jaimini and the fourth called 
Atharvangirasi, to his fourth pupil Sumantu. 


(53) 
te: aika saute gf: | 
aa a Aise frees: Hea aN u% N 

The sage Paila taught his own 
Bahvrcha-Sarhhitā in two parts, one each to 
Indrapramiti and Baskala; the latter too divided 
his branch into four parts and taught one 
each, (54) 


agai cree areas ARATE ATS | 
wera JAARTAL G4 I 


O scion of Bhrgu, to the disciples Bodhya, 
Yajnavalkya, Paragara and Agnimitra. 
Indrapramiti, a man of self-control, (55) 
aema Weal at mogha Hla | 
rear fren Fates: Gerais BHAA 4k Ul 

taught his collection to the learned sage 
Mandukeya; and his pupil was Devamitra, 
who, in his turn, imparted its knowledge to 
the sages Saubhari and others. (56) 
WTA A: FAY ASAT ST HAT | 
ATA T AT ASAT EAT UI S 

Mandukeya’s son was Sakalya, who for 
his part divided his collection into five branches 
and taught them to his pupils Vatsya, 
Mudgala, Saliya, Gokhalya and Sisira. (57) 
aiqerdes ahaa: ate ater | 
ariaa gat AP Whe ll 
_ The sage Jatukarnya, another pupil of 
Sakalya, imparted the knowledge of his 
own collection (in three parts), as well as of 
its Nirukta (explanation of obscure words), 
to his four pupils, Balaka, Paija, Vaitala and 
Viraja. (58) 
arii: uren ara Raer RAT 
ah aan: aem ya at SI: 14S Ul 


Bāşkala's son, Baskali, made out of all 
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the aforesaid branches the collection bearing 
the name of Valakhilya-Samhita. His pupils 
Balayani, Bhajya and Kasara, learnt and 
memorized it. (59) 


wegen: da wer Rte Rre: | 
TTS ea ward: WEA got 
By these Brahmana sages were learnt 
and preserved the Samhitas forming part of 
Rgveda. Hearing of the calssification of these 
Mantras of the Veda one is completely 
absolved from all sins. (60) 


Aarre À aerate sora | 
Perera ÀR ee N 
As is well-known, some pupils of 
VaiSampayana were known as 
Carakadhwaryus because they went through 


on behalf of their teacher a course of penance 
to expiate the sin of Brahmanicide. (61) 


marya AAT Breet STE RaT | 
aaron ass ETE ER II 
Thereupon Yajfiavalkya, another disciple 
of Vaisampayana, submitted to his preceptor, 
“Oh, of what account, venerable sir, will be 
the reward obtained through the penance of 
these pupils of yours of poor strength ! | 
shall undergo a course of penance very 
difficult to practise.” (62) 


Fal Tears split aa eA | 
Ruana ror neei erya n 631 
Offended, when addressed thus, the 
preceptor retorted, “Get away from here. | 
have nothing more to do with you, a pupil 
condemning Brahmanas. Give up at once 
all that you have learnt from me.” (63) 


Sara: Asfa saat ATT | 
TA Mets ATA SENTRA ATO GX 1 
Uae fara year aeciteyada4s sea: | 
Arian sft aya STL ANTE: N G4 I 


Vomiting the portions of Yajurveda 
which he had learnt from his preceptor, 
Yājñavalkya, son of Devarāta, too 
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immediately left the place. Sages beheld 
those portions of Yajurveda and, greatly 
enamoured of them, assumed the form of 
partridges and picked them up. 
Thenceforward that most attractive branch 
of Yajurveda came to be known by the 
name of Taittiriya (connected with partridges). 
(64-65) 
AAACHTETA TE PATA TAT AA | 
Terra Wada schayary Wee II 
Seeking to obtain additional Srutis not 
known even to his preceptor, Yajnavalkya, 
the Brahmana sage, thereupon duly extolled 


the Sun-god, the Master of the Vedas as 
follows. (66) 


wea Tae N go N 


Yājñavalkya prayed: Hail to the almighty 
Sun-god, denoted by the sacred syllable 
OM! Dwelling as the very Soul of the 
universe in the heart of multitudes of created 
beings falling under four categories, viz., 
mammals, oviparous creatures, the sweat- 
born and those sprouting from the soil, from 
Brahmā down to a clump of grass—and 
outside too as the wheel of Time revolving 
in the form of years made up of minute 
parts like an instant, a moment and the 
twinkling of an eye, yet unlimited by any 
condition, like the sky, You maintain the 
progress of the world all alone by sucking in 
the hot season and releasing the moisture 
during the monsoon. (This passage explains 
the meaning of the first foot of the Gāyatrī- 
Mantra.) (67) 


ag tara aae afanan- 
memara RARs maamaa- 
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aimma aa: RAE 
AUTAU G Il 

We duly and devoutly contemplate on 
that well-known orb of Your venerable Self, 
O Jewel among the gods, which is burning 
over there,-O Father of the universe, who 
burn away all the sins and miseries resulting 
from them as well as their seed, viz., 
ignorance of those who wait upon You with 
prayers etc., in the manner prescribed by 
the Vedas thrice everyday (morning and 
evening as well as at midday). (This passage 
explains the meaning of the second foot of 


the Gayatri-Mantra. (68) 
a gear onran Prahaa 
Taga: «| aera 


Wareata i ge N 


As the Inner Controller of the multitudes 
of immobile and mobile creatures in this 
visible universe, which, as is well-known, 
constitute Your own bodies, You being 
their very Self, You direct their mind, senses 
and vital airs, which are all material and 
therefore inert. (This explains the meaning 
of the third and last foot of the Gayatri- 
Mantra.) (69) 


Safa mentene = yadacaata- 


uama aA tt 90 I 
uka snot at FAA- 


HIMTSMATS agio: 11 192 UI 


Seeing this world swallowed by the 
diabolical python bearing the name of 
darkness and wearing a most dreadful 
aspect, and, therefore, lying unconscious 
as though dead, You alone rouse it by Your 
mere glance out of compassion, supremely 
compassionate as You are, and direct it 
thrice everyday to the adoration of the 
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Supreme Spirit, leading to the highest good 
under the name of their own sacred duty, 
Like a king You go about instilling fear in the 
heart of the wicked and waited upon at 
every point by the guardians of the quarters 
with offerings of water and lotus buds in 
their joined palms. (70-71) 


qt FF 


SUERTE Ht 92 UI 

Obviously for the same reason, O Lord, 
do | resort to Your lotus-feet, bowed to by 
those Indra and others adored in all the 
three worlds, desirous as | am of receiving 
knowledge of the portions of Yajurveda, 


hitherto unknown to anyone else. That is all. 
(72) 


yd sad 
Ud wa: BTA RE ae: | 
arrears Asa WRA: N 93 N 


Sūta continued: Extolled thus, the 
celebrated and glarious Sun-god felt highly 
propitiated and, assuming the form of a 
horse, taught the sage such portions of the 
Yajurveda as were hitherto unknown to 
anyone else. (73) 


AAAS aA yafay: | 
aiaa: paea SATA: N 9 N 
Out of the countless Mantras of 
Yajurveda, revealed to him by the Sun-god, 
the powerful Yājñavalkya compiled as many 
as fifteen Sakhas known by the name of 
Vajasani. Sages Kanva, Madhyandina and 
others learnt them. (74) 
AA: are TEA AE | 
Graig aema ki We HETA os l 
gani à aa: aAA. 
arem ah aai act fe: 1196" 
Sage Sumantu was the son of Jaimini, 


the chanter of Samaveda (as taught to him 


by Vedavyāsa—vide verse 53 above) an 
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Sunvan was the son of Sumantu. Jaimini 
taught one collection to each of them. Then 
Sukarma another Brahmana pupil of Jaimini, 
who had a mighty intellect, divided the tree 
of Samaveda into a thousand collections of 
psalms. (75-76) 
ROTH: HAC: Weasel YRT: | 
fret STFA SSA ATTA: 11 19 Ut 
Hiranyanabha of Kosala, and Pauşyañji, 
the two pupils of Sukarma; and a third 


pupil, Avantya by name, the foremost of the 
knowers of Brahma, learnt them. (77) 


Setar: ATT: FRET SIL ASAT a | 
STATA TA APS UPA WATT I 9S 


Pausyafiji and Avantya as well as 
Hiranyanabha had, it is said, five hundred 


pupils, who hailed from the north and learnt 
as many Sakhas of Samaveda. Yet 
antiquarians call them Pracyas (perhaps 
construing this word in the sense of the ancient 
and not in the sense of easterners). (78) 


Amang: pea: pete: faa a 
daren srg: HRA Me MAM 98 N 
Laugaksi, Mangali, Kulya, Kusida and 
Kuksi, other pupils of Pausyafji, learnt a 
hundred collections each. (79) 


pà Ruame aqfaa: | 
Foret Het ATEN: POT BAA STATA Lo N 


Krta, another pupil of Hiranyanabha, 
taught twenty-four collections to his own 
pupils; while Avantya, who was a man of 
self-control, taught the rest to his. (80) 


Sf ÁE AATPTD TRAC AEA GIERE È ACMA TTT MA TEYS PATA: N G I 


Thus ends the sixth discourse entitled “The classification of the Vedas into (so many) 
Sakhas, schools”, in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA ACTA Sa: 
Discourse VII 
Different Schools of Atharvaveda and the Characteristics of the Puranas 


yd sara 
adfa gave Premera acy | 


Hye: UNA Geary RA aada 
ay: frretsenfera: AA Ua I 


deat asf gears deena arvart 2 u| aA dea F aavatareraraen 3 


Sita began again : Sumantu versed in 
Atharva-Veda, taught his collection to his 
pupil (Kabandha*) who in his turn taught it 
in two parts to his pupils, Pathya and 
Vedadarsa. (1) 


viecratrterafenitera: raaa: | 


Aaah: Miya HIS TaTSa: | 
Ua arador: spoT URTV AA N% N 


Sauklayani, Brahmabali, Modosa and 
Pippalayani were the pupils of Vedadarsa, 
who taught them his collection in four parts; 
now hear the names of Pathya’s pupils: 


Aasi rare ueira S07 I 2 I | Kumuda, Sunaka and Jajali, a master of 


* The Visnu Purana, which says— 
aadà a qh: qatar: 
fremearcarara erst Sista a fg it 
Pe q Aia aan wears TATA 
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Atharvaveda, O Brahmana sage ! were the 
pupils of Pathya, from whom they received 
his collection in three parts. Babhru, a pupil 
of unaka (born in the line of Angira), and 
Saindhavayana (another pupil) studied two 
separate collections at the feet of their 
master; while Savarnya and others were 
the pupils of Babhru and Saindhavayana. 
Even so, there were others, e.g., 
Naksatrakalpa and Santi (the authors of 
Kalpas or treatises of these very names on 
ritual acts, giving rules for them), Kasyapa 
and Angirasa. These were the teachers of 
Atharva-Veda; now hear of the teachers of 
the Puranas, O Saunaka! (2—4) 


Tare: pya MAČRPAIATT: | 
amarante we a Uhaforet FANG Ul 


Trayyaruni, KaSyapa, Savarni, 
Akrtavrana, Vaigampayana and Harita— 
these, as a matter of fact, are the six 
teachers of the Puranas. (5) 
ariaa arated feat na ET 
thae ra: Wat: MATAN S N 

They learnt one collection each from 
the mouth of my father, Romaharsana, the 
pupil of Vedavyasa; while |, as their pupil, 
studied all the collections. (6) 
BAUS A AAT TATE STAT: I 
aia caraforercacdet afg: 1119 

Kasyapa, Savarni, ParaSurama’s pupil 
Akrtavrana and myself (Ugrasrava) learnt 


four more original collections from my father, 
Romaharsana, pupil of Vyasa. (7) 


Wort wer, aANT | 
ya Sfeeferer AATA: Ul N 


Now hear, O Brahmana sage! with a 
clear mind, the characteristics of the Puranas 
as determined by Brahmana seers according 
to the viewpoint of the Vedas and Sastras, 


(8) 

misera amira gait tara a 
aot ayrqattd dea NAA: N en 

aneia y afget fag: 
ahead afai Tar] AEC ATALAAT Ul Fo N 
Those well-versed in the Puranas declare 
the Puranas as distinguished by ten features 
discussing the following ten topics, viz., Sarga 
(creation) of the universe, Visarga, Vrtti, 
Raksa, the Manvantaras, Varnsas (dynasties 
of kings), Varnsanucarita, Sarnstha, Hetu and 
Apagraya.' Some teachers recognize the 
features of the Puranas as fivefold only, O 
Saunaka ! side by side with the distinction of 
great and small according as they deal with 
ten topics or five? only. (9-10) 


VA PCA ASAT sea: | 
qaarahsaratat aera: Ut Tere R 


The evolution of Mahat-tattva (the principle 
of cosmic intelligence) through the disturbance 
in the equilibrium of the three Gunas 
constituting the Unmanifest (Primordial 
Matter), of the threefold Ahankara (from the 
Mahat-tattva) and (from the threefold 
Ahankara) of the five subtle elements, the 
eleven Indriyas, the five senses of perception 
and the five organs of action and sixth, the 
mind, and their objects, viz., the five gross 
elements as well as the deities presiding over 
the senses is called Sarga or creation. (11) 


Geary Teta at AETA: | 
frisa mrar stare its TAT It 3? l 


1. These terms have already been mentioned with some variations in Il.x.3—7. The words Vrtti and 


Raksa should be taken as synonymous with ‘Sthana’ and ‘Posana’ occurring in that text, what has 


been 


referred to here under the name of ‘Vamganucarita’ should be taken to mean ‘Isa a’ ‘Samstha’ 

i : ean ‘ISanukatha’ the word ‘Sams, 

should be understood in the sense of ‘Nirodha’ and also as covering the idea of ‘Mukti’, and the word ‘Hetu 
should be construed to mean ‘Uti’ or ‘ApaSraya’ of course is the same as Āśraya. 

2. The five features are—Sarga and Pratisarga. Varnsas and the Manvantaras and Vamsanucaritas, 


as the following couplet shows: 


miya umira det mai a agai afer geet Taag | 


The other five are understood as included in these. 


Dis. 7] 


Visarga is the name of this collective 
creation, both mobile and immobile, of the 
aforesaid causal principles fecundated by 
the Supreme Person (God), and brought 
about by the latencies of past Karma of the 
countless Jivas, Proceeding from seed to 
seed as a countinuum. (12) 


ahaa wart aromraafir = 
a CAA TOT aa Heer aT N g3 


Immobile creatures, e.g., annual plants 
and trees etc., and in some cases the 
mobile too constitute the Vrtti (means of 
subsistence) of mobile creatures. There 
again the sustenance of human beings has 
been determined (1) by their nature, 
(2) desire or (3) even by scriptural ordinance. 
(A description contained in Book Five of 
Srimad Bhagavata, of the terrestrial globe, 
as the support of the entire creation, both 
mobile and immobile, thus falls under the 
category of ‘Vrtti’.) (13) 


friguciffeag ert a 


The exploits of the Avataras of Bhagavan 
Visnu, the immortal Lord, appearing from 
age to age according to the needs of every 
age among birds and beasts, human beings, 
Rsis and gods—by whom the enemies of 
the Vedas, such as the demons, are put an 
end to for the protection of the righteous— 
constitute what is known as the ‘Raksa’, 
Protection of the universe. (14) 


mam Wa WUT: QIT: 
asama A: Wafers ni eu N 
The period over which the following six, 
viz., a Manu, the gods, the sons of the 
Manu, Indra, the ruler of the gods, the seven 
Rsis and the partial manifestation of the 
Lord preside is what goes by the name of a 
Manvantara, characterized by six elements. 
(15) 

Wal Tea ArAnA saa: | 
arate aati qd deena ÀN RAN 
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‘VarnSa’ denotes the line, extending over 
all the three divisions of time, viz., the past, 
present and future, of king of pure descent 
as sprung from Brahma. A connected account 
of such kings as also of their descendants, 
upholding the honour and prestige of the line, 
is what has been referred to by the name of 
Varmnsanucarita. (16) 
Aafa: mpn Freer arafa a: | 
Pete plate: Grp aa ATA: 11 219 N 

The fourfold dissolution of this visible 
universe, manifested by Maya, viz., 
(1) occasional, (2) Prakritika, (3) constant, 


and (4) radical, has been spoken of by the 
Sage as “Samstha”. (17) 


aisea antares: | 
a aR Mg N ec N 


The “Hetu”, cause, of creation etc., of 
this phenomenal universe is the Jiva (the 
individual soul), the doer of actions prompted 
by ignorance, which some people, who stress 
its spiritual nature, characterize as having 
to its credit a stock of unrequited Karma; 
while others, who emphasize its conditioned 
existence, declare it as nameless and 
formless. (18) 


Raa met ag | 


mamà ae Fal siaaa: M ee N 
uay am gza ua FY | 
ARTA WALA AT I Roll 
‘Apasraya’ stands for Brahma, the 
Absolute, which is present in all the three 
states undergone by a Jiva (individual soul), 
viz., wakefulness, dream and deep slumber, 
as well as in all substances which are 
products of Maya (as their cause), and is 
also distinct from them, nay, which actually 
runs through all the nine states undergone 
by a living organism, from entry into the 
womb in the form of a seed to death (as 
their ground or substratum), and is also 
distinct from them (as their witness) even 
like the material of which substances are 
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made or as bare existence underlying names 
and forms. (19-20) 


aaa der ford feat aiai tarery | 
an at dessa acer Prada 22 0 


When the mind becomes still of its own 
accord through realization of the illusoriness 
of Sarga etc., as in the case of Vamadeva 
and other sages, or through concentration 
practised in one’s current life, as in the 
case of mother Devahiti and others, then 
one realizes the Self consequent on the 
cessation of ignorance due to absence of 
distraction and, transcending the three states 
of consciousness, withdraws from worldly 
activity. (21) 


Waearreeantor arent paa: | 
mAN UIE: ACI Helfer Tl R? N 


Sages well-versed in the antiquities tell 
us of eighteen Puranas, big and small (in 
volume), distinguished by the aforesaid 
characteristics. (22) 
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wel Ural aera a vie os ESR, 
mA A eee ni j TERTI 33 
ufaet madad maè Tan | 
ane Hie cate a enere A rae N y y 
The eighteen Purāņas go by the names 
of Brahma, Padma, Visnu, Siva, Linga 
Garuda, Narada, Bhagavata, Agni, Skanda, 
Bhavisya, Brahmavaivarta, Markandeya, 
Vamana, Varaha, Matsya, Kūrma and 
Brahmanda. (23-24) 
Pais CATS VAIO TA: 1 
Rra sarcrsitferare ay it 24 11 
In this way has been duly narrated by 
me, O Brahmana sage, the story as to how 
the sage Vedavyasa and his pupils, their 
own pupils and pupils of their pupils classified 
the Vedas into so many branches—a story 
which intensifies to a great extent the 


Brahmanical (spiritual) aura of those who 
listen to it. (25) 


Slt Aera WEG IRAE Ate EREA AAS EAT: 11 9 II 


Thus ends the seventh discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AMENS ET: 
Discourse VIII 


The sage Markandeya embarks on a course of austerities 
and receives a boon 


WHF sara 

ya a fat mA ae À aai ati 
wem ya g a meg: gN 

Śaunaka said: O Sūta, O good one, 
may you live long ! Pray, tell us one thing, 
O jewel among speakers! You alone are 
able to show the way out to men wandering 
in endless darkness in the shape of mundane 
existence. (1) 


SAFARAS EUER t Lio R: cc ucr p p wT: 
a: Heard Saat Aa ma mA? 
People speak of Markandeya Ame 
son of Mrkanda) as a seer blessed with a 
long life, who remained alive even at the 
time of Pralaya (marking the close of p 
day of Brahmā), by which the whole O 
this visible universe was swallowed 4 
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aa Serpe: Hehe mia: | 
MSTA aA Mera: SASHA ATA 3 N 

The said Markandeya, the foremost of 
the scions of Bhrgu, however, was born in 
this very Kalpa and in our own race and so 
far as we know, no wholesale destruction of 
created beings has taken place during the 
present Kalpa even to this day. 


It is further said that while drifting all 
alone in the single sheet of water with which 
the entire world was flooded, he beheld the 
Supreme Person lying as a matter of fact in 
the form of an uncommon babe on a leaf of 
a banyan tree, formed in the shape of a 
cup (4) 


w a: Beat War Wa aE Ta: | 
a aofa meray praf wars: 11 y N 


O Sita, this is a matter for great doubt to 
us, due to which there is great curiosity in 
our mind. Pray, resolve the aforesaid doubt, 
O great Yogi, esteemed as you are even for 
your knowledge of the Puranas. (5) 

Yd sara 
Weta Weiss Gal ARTE: | 
ANTM aT Ata PRAATTE N g i 


Sita replied: This inquiry made by 
you, O great sage, is surely intended to 
dispel a great misapprehension lurking in 
the mind of the people. Moreover, in replying 
to this you will have to be told the story of 
Sri Narayana, which when sung washes off 
the impurities of the Kali age. (6) 


Having gone through at the hands of 
his father in due course the sacred rite of 
investiture with the sacred thread, which 
Constitutes the second birth of a boy of the 
twice-born classes, and studied the Vedas 
in the righteous way according to the 
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scriptural ordinance, Markandeya was 
equipped in course of time with asceticism 
and knowledge of the Veda. (7) 
TAAR: VIAN Weel Ace: | 
faud arse avega PAETA CU 
Rri x g a roa 
sare paa, wea eu 
Observing the vow of lifelong celibacy, 
and free from passions, he wore matted locks 
on his head and the sacred thread and a 
girdle of Mufja grass about his person and 
used bark for his clothing. He carried in his 
hands a staff, a handful of the sacred Kuga 
grass, a Kamandalu (a vessel made from 
the shell of a wild cocoanut) and the skin of 
a black buck and a rosary of Rudraksa 
beads on his person. For the enhancement 
of his virtue he worshipped Sri Hari both 
morning and evening through the medium of 
the sacred fire, the sun, the preceptor and 


other Brahmanas, as well as by identifying 
himself with Him. (8-9) 


ae Wea: a Wa AeA ara: | 
IR Taya: APH AAR: ion 
Bringing food by way of alms morning 
and evening for the sake of his preceptor, 
he silently partook of it only when allowed 
by his teacher and at times remained without 


food if not so permitted due to the sudden 
appearance of an unexpected guest. (10) 


We Aaa UTA AT AAA | 
BUNT] MMe FT Ae PESTA ge N 
Remaining devoted to austerities and 
study of the Vedas as aforesaid and 
worshipping Sri Hari (the Ruler of the senses 
of all) for a crore of years, he conquered 
death, which is most difficult to conquer. (11) 


wen pià eat erya À we 
Paga aAA ARAA: ez 


Brahmā (the creator), Lord Śiva (the 
Source of the universe), Bhrgu, Daksa and 
all the other sons of Brahma, nay, men, 
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ee ee eg ee 


gods, manes and other created beings were 
much astonished at that extraordinary 
achievement of Markandeya. (12) 


sed FARA TTÀ: | 
REMAN A SATA TA TAT Ut 8 3 N 
Observing thus the vow of lifelong 
celibacy and equipped with asceticism, study 
2 the Vedas and self-control, the Yogi 
(Markandeya) contemplated on Lord Sri Hari, 
who is above sense-perception, with a mind 
that had turned inward due to all hindrances 
in the shape of ignorance, egotism, likes 
and dislikes and fear of death standing in 
its way having been completely destroyed. 


(13) 
qed goaa wernt ART: | 
SAAT HEL HICH HATER: N gX Ul 

Even as the said Yogi was busy 
concentrating his mind through the great Yoga 
of meditation on the Lord, a very long period, 
covering six Manvantaras, elapsed. (14) 


WAL Ca AT Sea Sha fener | 
anA seemed ETTAN ey N 


Coming to know of this and alarmed at 
the magnitude of his askesis, Indra, the lord 
of paradise, it is said, started interrupting it 
in this seventh Manvantara (for fear of losing 
his throne), O Śaunaka ! (15) 


maata: wart AAAA | 
qÀ wama mee AMN A 


In order to bring about the sage’s downfall 
he sent to the sage Gandharvas (heavenly 
musicians) and Apsarās (celestial nymphs), 
Kāma (the god of love), the deities presiding 
over the vernal season and the south wind 
(lit, a breeze blowing from the Malaya 
mountain), as well as greed (the pet child of 
Rajas) and pride. (16) 


Aà aao wafers: od SRI 
qau rat aa earen a ferent a n go n 


They all repaired, O powerful sage ! to 
the hermitage of the sage along the northern 


slopes of the Himalayas, where flows the 
river Puspabhadra and the rock named Citra 
stands. (17) 
wars yoi yoann Stay | 
yakap Toa TeTSTCTETA It 8 N 
The hallowed site of that hermitage was 
adorned with sacred trees and creepers, 
crowded with families of holy Brahmana 
sages and studded with sacred pools full of 
pellucid water. (18) 


The hermitage was full of the melodious 
humming of honey-intoxicated bees and the 
notes of joyous cuckoos. It was marked 
with the ecstasy of dance of blithesome 
peacocks and teemed with flocks of joyous 
birds. (19) 
arg: mae arava RaR NTL 
gN: Ua aage Ro II 

A breeze bearing the cool spray from 
waterfalls and embraced by fragrant flowers 


entered the hermitage and gently played 
on it, kindling love in the hearts of men. 


(20) 
FSAI: WATTEATT TOS: | 
TOGA STRATA, PATRE: I 22 Ul 


There appeared the vernal season with 
its evenings made charming by the rising 
moon and with rows of young leaves and 
bunches of flowers, and trees and creepers 
in close embrace. (21) 
adm = werdtitaarfeagerh: | 
HEVAMATA AG: TAA AAA: FAT: WR? N 

The god of love, followed by Gandharvas 
with bands of musicians expert both In 
vocal and instrumental music, and leading 
troops of Apsaras, was also seen there 
with bow and arrows in hand. (22) 


gas aque qq: aag: | 
Ama gad yraa R? 
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The faithful servants (emissaries) of Indra 
saw the sage comfortably seated with closed 
eyes near the sacred fire after pouring 


oblations into it, and formidable like fire in 
human form. (23) 


TIES Ure: RAAS treet a: | 
yagda SAAT A RY% M 


The damsels danced and the songsters 
sang, while other Gandharvas played 


charmingly on clay tomtoms, lutes and small 
drums before him. (24) 


TASE A AT: U aT | 

RET À ST STRAT RY N 
Then Love put the five-pointed arrow to 

his bow; while Spring, Greed, the son of 


Rajas, and other servants of Indra tried to 
agitate the sage’s mind. (25) 


Bae AS yee 
aen Were: Yet EETA I 29 1 
Even as Pufijikasthali, the chief of the 
Apsaras, was Sporting with a number of 
balls in front of the sage and running after 
them, her slender waist getting very unstable 
under the weight of her full breasts, wreaths 
of flowers dropping from her braid, and 
eyes moving this way and that, the breeze 
blew away the fine garment about her loins, 
the waist-band that held it fast, having given 
way. (26-27) 
faaet aar aot en a wafer BA: | 
Re amA AAT: 1 20 
Taking the sage as won by himself, Love 
darted his shaft that very moment; but, like 
the undertaking of an unlucky man, all his 
efforts proved futile against the sage. (28) 


A slag a 


Thus offending against the sage, but 
being scorched by his glory, O sage, they 
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withdrew like children that would run away 
after rousing a snake. (29) 


siaa, afis wert: | 
aama Ut A feat wey fF 3o 


Though assailed as aforesaid by the 
Servants of Indra, O Brahmana sage, the 
great sage Markandeya did not fall a prey to 
egotism. It is indeed no matter for wonder in 
the case of exalted souls. (30) 
aT Pree a ATT TAT RATS | 
Aaa waters MT TIL 3e 

The glorious Indra, the lord of paradise, 
was seized with great wonder to see Love 
and his entourage cheerless and to hear 


from their lips the glory of the Brahmana 
sage. (31) 


TAA Goria wacaeaadae: | 
Tea a BRN 
To shower His grace on the sage, who 
was thus concentrating his mind on the 
Lord through asceticism, study of the Vedas 
and self-control, Lord Sti Hari appeared 


before him in the form of the divine sages 
Nara and Narayana. (32) 


at pÀ vasa 

wi haana 
uaaa saae ECE 

aas eyi a AN 33 N 
maae gm 


Wig, a aad 3% N 

Lords Nara and Narayana, the adored 
even of the chief of the gods, Brahma and 
others, were severally fair and dark-brown 
of complexion with eyes resembling fresh- 
blown lotuses, possessed of four arms each 
and clad in the skin of a black buck and 
bark, respectively. They wore rings of the 
sacred KuSa grass and the sacred threefold 
thread, each consisting of three strands, as 
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well as a string of lotus seeds and carried 
a Kamandalu, straight bamboo staff and a 
broom made of yarns for sweeping the 
ground and clearing it of insects without 
killing them as well as a handful of KuSa. 
They were tall of stature and by the golden 
lustre of Their body, resembling the bright 
flashes of lightning, looked like two direct 
embodiments of asceticism itself. (33-34) 


aoa wad So aaa 
FAM AAS SA USAT BG N 


Markandeya rose on seeing the sages 
Nara and Narayana, the two well-known 
manifestations of the almighty Lord, and 
greeted Them with great reverence, his 
body fallen flat like a log on the ground. 

(35) 


a aaah TA: | 
Amai A ae aAA 36 1 
With his body, senses and mind 
exhilarated through joy occasioned by Their 
sight at close quarters, hair standing on end 
and eyes filled with tears, the sage could 
not look at them. (36) 


Tae Ursa: WE Agea AA | 
qA Aa scleral ATT TATA: Ul 39 N 


With joined palms he stood bent low, as 
though embracing Them out of longing, and 
said to the two almighty Lords in faltering 
tones, “Hail, hail to You both !” (37) 


wae wea F 
FETT TÄTEN 3 N 


Fetching Them a seat and washing 
Their feet, he worshipped Them by offering 
Them water to wash Their hands with, 
sandal-paste, incense and garlands. (38) 


qammi wragat Tı 
yma wnai niei 3S N 


When the two most exalted sages were 
comfortably seated and looked favourably 
disposed, the sage bowed at Their feet 
once more and spoke as follows: (39) 


Teran USAT MAT: Ul Yo tt 


Markandeya prayed : O Lord ! how can 
| extol You? For, propelled by You alone 
function the vital air and following it, the 
speech, mind and Indriyas (the senses of 
perception and the organs of action), not 
only of all embodied beings but even of 
Brahma, the birthless creator, and Lord Siva, 
the god of destruction, as well as of myself; 
yet You behave as a friend of the soul 
(and not only of the body as the parents 
and others do) of those who worship You 
(with these) ! (40) 


year yia aaa TEM: Ut 8 

These two forms of Your omnipotent 
Self, O Lord! stand revealed for the well- 
being, nay, for putting a stop to the threefold 
suffering and for the liberation (lit., subduing 
the death) of the denizens of the three 
worlds. But just as You assume many other 
forms (such as that of the divine Fish) in 
order to protect this universe, so too do You 
swallow everything after evolving it just like 
the spider which produces a web and then 
swallows it. (41) 


AE ATÀ I 8? I 


The impurities incident to actions, the 
three Gunas (modes of Prakrti) and Time 
and the aforesaid agonies etc., can never 
contaminate him who takes refuge in the 
soles of feet of that Saviour of the world and 
Ruler of the immobile as well as the mobile 
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creation in You. Nay, in order to attain to 
those feet, as is well-known, sages that 
have treasured up the spirit of the Vedas in 
their heart extol, devoutly bow to, worship 
and constantly meditate on them. | resort to 
those very soles. (42) 
BO MEIER EG ICECUL CE 
Ai sree Utara gor faar: | 
aan fare fretin: 

HITT a fone area ATA N %3 1 


We know no safe retreat, O Lord! for 
the Jiva, beset with fear on all sides, other 
than resorting to the feet of the Lord in You, 
the Embodiment of final beatitude. Even 
Brahma, whose realm endures for two 
Parardhas, is immensely afraid of Kala, the 
Time-Spirit, which is a mere play of Your 
eyebrows; what wonder, then, that it inspires 
fear in the heart of living beings created by 
him? (43) 


we a meaa were 
Raar ATT: OT | 


fara a afe adife xx ii 


Therefore, turning my back upon giving 
up all attachment to this body and all that is 
connected with it—which obscures the Self 
and serves no real purpose, is unsubstantial 
and transient, and really no other than the 
conscious Self—I actually take refuge in the 
soles of feet of the Supreme in You, the 
Embodiment of true wisdom, the Director of 
the soul; for, if a man resorts to those feet, he 
bids fair to secure from You every object 
sought for by him. (44) 


ma Tare gator cartel 
Trae: RaRa ASe | 
citer yer aah are wea 
TA UT STATS ATA Ut VEU 


Although Rajas, Sattva, and Tamas, 
O Lord, which are products of Maya 
(Prakrti) and severally responsible for the 


appearance, continuance and dissolution of 
this visible universe, O Befriender of the 
soul ! have been laid hold of by Yourself for 
carrying on Your pastimes of creation etc., 
Your Sattvika form alone is conducive to 
everlasting peace in the form of final 
beatitude and not the other two, from which 
proceed suffering, infatuation and fear to 
men. (45) 


cara STETA SS u 
Therefore, on realizing this truth, O Lord, 
men of wisdom in this world worship Your 
manifestation in the form of Lord Narayana, 
which is made up of Sattva unmixed with 
Rajas and Tamas and which is so dear to 
the heart of Your devotees; for the followers 
of the Paficaratra school recognize Sattva 
alone and no other Guna to be the 
manifestation of the Supreme Person and 
through Sattva alone is attained by them 
the Lord’s realm as well as the state of 
fearlessness and the bliss of Self-Realization. 
(46) 

wa AAT sad Gear yey 


fayara fayarra mèaaà i 
ARTA RÀ aA Aaa 


ima daR ày ui xo tt 


Hail to You, the aforesaid Lord, the Inner 
Controller of all, all-pervading as well as 
existing in the form of the universe, the 
Preceptor of the universe, the Supreme Deity 
appearing in the forms of the immaculate 
Sage Narayana and Nara (the foremost of all 
the Jivas), who have controlled Your speech 
and promoted the cult of the Vedas. (47) 


Ga 4 ae faamaaa: 
art RY eat Tay | 
TAS Sg: AS Wa MA- 
CRTARaT RST AIA Mt KE It 
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He whose judgment is clouded by Your 
Maya (deluding potency) and whose intellect 
is bewildered in following the paths of the 
misguiding senses does not, as is well- 
known, cognize You, even though present 
in his own senses, vital airs and heart, as 
well as in the objects of the senses as the 
Inner Controller of all. The selfsame man, 
though ignorant only at the beginning, directly 
cognizes You on obtaining an insight into 
the Veda revealed by You, the Preceptor of 
all! (48) 
agh Am anng: WERT 

Yafa aa HAA SAAT Aer: | 


a  vwadarefarauirausiict 
He MATRMATAP ATTA ye 1 
| bow to the Supreme Person in You, 
whose vision, that reveals the secret of the 
Self, can be, obtained only through the Veda 
and about whose true nature even sages— 
the foremost of whom is Brahma, the birthless 
creator, feel bewildered, though striving to 
realize it through Sankhya and Yoga etc.— 
nay, who assumes (presents Himself in) a 
character conforming to the conception of all 
the various schools of thought, and whose 
light in the form of the Self is screened by the 
body and other limitations. (49) 


sty DAET TETGTY WAE GRIA BIRTHS ANS ATA: Nc I 


Thus ends the eighth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA AAS ea: 
Discourse IX 
The sage Markandeya witnesses the Lord’s Maya 


yd sara 

Get wrath mha eta! 
ATAU ATG: Ula ate WES g N 

Sūta began again: Duly extolled in the 
aforesaid words by the talented sage 
Markandeya, Lord Narayana, accompanied 
by Nara, felt highly pleased and spoke to 
that jewel among the Bhrgus as follows: (1) 


CIE CIO CICS 
wt it waftaatfa fg naan | 
afa vera a: catearadae: 112 


The glorious Lord replied : Hullo ! you 
have attained perfection, O jewel among the 
Brahmana seers ! through concentration of 
mind, through unceasing devotion to Me as 
well as through asceticism, study of the 
Vedas and self-control. (2) 


ag à uftqer: m megeqaradan | 
at wia us A AmaE 3 
We are highly pleased with you on 
account of your observing the vow of lifelong 
celibacy. May all be well with you ! Therefore, 
receive your coveted boon from Me, the 
Ruler of all those who are capable of granting 
boons. (3 


HAV EAT AT 
fd à anr wont 
anaa at aq vary, Agra I X N 


The sage submitted : Your own exalted 
nature has been testified to by You, O Ruler 
even of Brahma, Siva and others, the adored 
of the gods, in that You have been directly 
perceived by us, O Dispeller of the agony of 
those that have taken refuge in You! This 
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much of favour shown by You is enough for 
us, O immortal Lord ! (4) 


amA Tea siaaa A 
THE ANTATI A MA ASAR: I & N 


Brahmā, the unborn creator, and others 
have felt perfectly gratified even on obtaining 
a vision of Your glorious lotus-like feet only 
in their mind purified through the practice of 
Yoga, i.e., concentration. The selfsame Lord 
in You has come within the range of my 
senses. What greater boon than this could 
| have? (5) 
RUT GAA qA TATAN | 
zA Aa AM Sith: AAT Is ALATA Ul & I 

Nevertheless, O Lord with eyes 
resembling the petals of a lotus! | would 
have a vision of Your Maya, under the 
influence of which the world including the 
guardians of the spheres perceives diversity 
in the form of this manifold creation in the 
one Reality, viz., Yourself, O crest-jewel of 
those enjoying sacred renown ! (6) 


yd sara 
siifsdtstad: Aragon wart À 
ad a Ser WET ae ER: ti 9 N 


Sūta continued: Extolled in these words 
and worshipped by the sage according to 
his wishes, O Śaunaka ! the said almighty 
Lord replied, “So shall it be !” and withdrew 
to Badarikasrama smiling. (7) 
wa ag: tars wa R: | 
amah Ara a aa N 
arr ada a eft ATTA 
wate oat fame Dawe: N S N 

Thinking every moment of the same 
Object (the promised vision of the Lord’s 
Maya) and continuing in his own hermitage, 
Markandeya visualized Sri Hari in the 
Sacred fire, the sun, the moon, water, earth, 
the air, ether and his own self, nay, 
everywhere and worshipped Him with articles 
Conceived by the mind. At times, however, 


when overwhelmed with an outburst of 
emotion, he forgot worshipping the Lord. 
(8-9) 
Weal ys ya WI 
SORT GAA TT ATLA Il Ro N 
One day, at eventide, O jewel among 
the Bhrgus ! while the sage was worshipping 
the Lord on the bank of the river 
Puspabhadra, O Brahmana sage ! a furious 
wind sprang up. (10) 


3 : aad 


tart Safe aiees 


Following close upon the blast, that made 
a terrible noise, appeared frightful clouds 
attended with flashes of lightning, and poured 
all round volleys of rain as thick as the axle of 
a chariot, loudly rumbling. (11) 


ad gA = Aaa: 
Gadd: SATACTATA aa: | 
aAa- 
Tervaradsiraran: ngn 


Then there were seen the oceans in the 
four quarters with most terrible whirlpools, 
fearful crocodiles and a loud roar, engulfing 
the earth on all sides with their waves 
tossed by the fury of the storm. (12) 


andaran: wat: 
yaganieuanfri TA 
aghi da ma g- 


Meee eat FAT: SATA 23 N 


The sage felt perturbed at heart and 
was dismayed to behold the fourfold creation 
(as consisting of mammals, oviparous 
creatures, the sweat-born and those sprouting 
from the soil) alongwith himself tormented 
inside as well as outside by waves that rose 
to the skies as well as by severe blasts and 
strokes of lightning, and the earth submerged 
with water. (13) 
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aAa sfnar: 
wragat: | 
angino arate: 
ameen Ararat AA: AAT gY UI 
While he was thus looking on, the 
boundless ocean—that looked terrible with 
its waves and with its waters tossed about 
by a violent wind, and was being flooded by 
the raining clouds—submerged the earth 
alongwith its Dwipas (broad divisions) and 
Varsas (subdivisions) and mountains. (14) 


dug AAA Set METATI gh N 

The whole universe, comprising the earth 
and the aerial region, including heaven and 
the hosts of luminaries, was deluged alongwith 
the four quarters and the entire living creation. 
The great sage Markandeya, who was the 
only living being left alive, drifted along like 
a stupid and blind creature tossing about 
his matted locks. (15) 


aai naaa- 

aud Aeae gA: 
menm RA way a 

a ae @ m a RA: gi 


Oppressed with hunger and_ thirst, 
assailed by alligators and whales, beaten 
by storm and waves, enveloped in endless 
darkness and overcome with exhaustion, 
the sage, while drifting along, could not 
make out the directions, nor the sky and 
earth. (16) 
qaan Hela CTEM SA: FATT | 
aratusiaad carta aaah: n 219 11 


Now fallen into a great whirlpool, and 
now buffeted by waves, he was sometimes 
bitten by the aquatic creatures, themselves 
killing one another in their attempt to seize 
him. (17) 


[Dis. 9 
qara afe Fatale SS TS aT | 
ara eR: tte 1 
Now he fell a prey to grief and now to 
infatuation; now he experienced sorrow and 
at other times joy; now he fell a victim to 
fear and now he suffered death; while at 
other times he was afflicted with diseases 
and so on. (18) 


aqaa aeerfor yA a 
ariar RA AAAA: tt 23 N 
Millions upon millions of years rolled 
away in the eyes of the sage, even as he 
remained drifting along in that deluge, his 
judgment having been clouded by the 
enchanting potency of Lord Visnu. (19) 


Taare year gR: aap fea: | 
PTR FST meea RITA | Zo N 


Rolling about in that deluge, the said 
Brahmana once beheld on an elevation of 
earth a young and tender banyan tree 
adorned with leaves and fruits. (20) 
UTA Vara eat aga FHT 
yai wiy} Ted WAST AA:N 
KANEC TAEI SETIT 
mapia Ah GATT TL RV 


WNE | 

yA Pena fast ai tga ARAA: N 34 

On a branch of the tree located in the 
north-east he saw a babe as well lying in a 
hollow leaf and dispelling the darkness by its 
splendour. Markandeya (the foremost of the 
Brahmanas) was amazed to behold the babe, 
which possessed the dark-green hue of a 
precious emeraled, had a beautiful lotus-like 
countenance, a conch-shaped neck, a 
broad chest, a shapely nose and charming 
eyebrows, and was graced with locks waving 


Dis. 9] 


* BOOK TWELVE « 779 


under the impact of its breaths. Its ears, 
shaped like the opening of a conch, were 
decked with the blossoms of pomegranate; 
its milk-like bright smiles were rendered rosy 
by the crimson lustre of its coral-hued lips. 
The ends of its eyes were reddish like the 
interior of a lotus; its glances were enlivened 
with a smile that captivated one’s heart; its 
deep navel throbbed alongwith the folds of its 
belly—shaped like a leaf of the sacred fig- 
tree that heaved with its breaths. The babe 
had placed its lotus-like foot (toe) into its mouth, 
lifting it up with its hands, that had charming 
fingers, and was sucking it. (21—25) 


weve ARA ga 


wean gA: 
WE Wed Wea MAF 26 1 
At the very sight of the babe the fatigue of 
the sage altogether disappeared, the lotuses 
of his heart and eyes opened for very joy, the 
hair of his body stood on end and the sage 
headed towards the babe in order to make 
inquiries of it, though filled with amazement 
at the sight of its wonderful form. (26) 


an yaaa fafa: n RoN 


Meanwhile, even like a mosquito, 
Markandeya, a scion of Bhrgu, entered into 
the body of the babe alongwith its breath. 
There inside the belly of the babe too he saw 
the universe in its entirety, systematically 
arranged as before the deluge and felt 
astonished and perplexed. (27) 


Ger amata: N R N 
wa yaa Aaa 


ale k LE LER GLG csan e cin a ka | 


aq naaa anA 
aa ayi aaan R N 


He saw there the aerial region, heaven 
and earth, the hosts of luminaries, the 
mountains and seas, the broad divisions of 
the earth including their subdivisions, the 
quarters, the gods and the demons, forests, 
countries and rivers, towns and mines, 
residences of peasants and farmers, stations 
of herdsmen, the four Varnas (grades of 
society) and Āśramas (stages in life) as 
well as their functions; the five gross elements 
as well as their products, Time with the 
various divisions such as Yugas and Kalpas 
conceived in it, nay, whatever else makes 
worldly life possible, in short, the whole 
universe, presented as though real. (28-29) 


aR aua i 30 11 
He further saw the Himalaya mountain, 
the same river Puspabhadra, his own 
hermitage on its bank and the sages dwelling 
there. Even while he was perceiving thus 
the (whole) universe, he was thrown out of 
the belly of the babe through its breath and 
fell back, as is well-known, into the sea of 
deluge. (30) 
afar yae: apie wad 
a a wi yarn 
ae a aAA 
Pritfardtsorgtrttarart N3 
aa i aah te ma Riad ae 
naaa Ria: UT HANTS N32 N 
Perceiving there once more the banyan 
tree growing on an elevation of earth and the 
babe too lying in a hollow leaf, and gazed at 
by the babe with a sidelong glance 
accompanied by a smile full of the nectar of 


love, the sage, who was much too afflicted, 
proceeded to embrace the babe—who was 


780 + SRIMAD BHAGAVATA + 


no other than Lord Visnu, and had already 


entered his heart through the door of his eyes 
and taken His seat there. (31-32) 


AAA MTA MANTA TENTA: | 


aada mA: Pelt aAA 33 N 


That very moment the babe—who was 
the almighty Lord Himself, the Master of Yoga, 
Who dwells in the hearts of all—suddenly 
disappeared, and the effort of the sage to 


[Dis. 19 


hug the babe met the same fate as the 
undertaking of an unlucky person. (33) 


AAT aA Gary Meet cara: | 
Raen arora Fars yda RAA: 11 3% 1) 


Following the Lord, O Brahmana sage ! 
the banyan tree, the deluge water and the 
dissolution of the universe also disappeared 
in an instant from the sight of the sage, who 
stood in his hermitage as before. (34) 


ste DAERA mer MAEA GRIN GREA 
HRS TA TARSAT: IS Il 
Thus ends the ninth discourse entitled “Markandeya witnesses the Lord’s Maya,” 


in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA ENAS ATA: 
Discourse X 


Lord Siva confers a boon on Markandeya 


Sita began again : Realizing in this way 
the aforesaid glory of Yogamaya (creative 
energy) displayed by Lord Narayana, the sage 
Markandeya sought Him alone for protection 
in the following words. (1) 

ahoa sara 

mAsa à ween Fl 
qaa fagenr ata MART N 2 N 

Markandeya submitted : | have resorted 
to the soles of Your feet, which grant security 
to those who seek them for protection, O 
Hari ! under the influence of whose Maya 
(deluding potency), which assumes the false 
appearance of enlightenment, even the 
learned fall a prey to delusion in the shape 
of egotism, mistaking themselves to be 
wise. (2) 


ga saa 
aaa aya geet fafa wes! 
BRAT war Bat cael aAA: N 3 


Sita continued: While journeying 
through the skies on the back of His bull 
with His Spouse, Goddess Uma, 
accompanied by His attendants, Lord Rudra 
(the god of destruction) saw the sage with 
his mind thus composed and collected. (3) 
adm ag der Ry maT | 
uà a ai ayaa TER ¥ I 
fuydiesvar aà aoi 
pia awa: ma Afg fafeger aT 4 l 

Perceiving the sage in that condition, 
Uma spoke as follows to Lord Siva, who 
has His abode on Mount Kailasa: “Kindly 
look at this Brahmana, O Lord, whose body, 
senses and mind have been stilled and WhO 


can as such be easily compared to a $€3 
whose waters and fishes have become 
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motionless due to a storm having passed. 
Pray, manifest the fruit of his asceticism, 
since You are the Bestower of fruit. (4-5) 


STATA 
taa: aarti saiae | 


ait wit afi ASIA, TEASE N & Ut 

The glorious Lord replied: This 
Brahmana sage would not have any blessing 
under any circumstance, not even final 
beatitude, inasmuch as he has attained 
supreme devotion to the immortal Lord, the 
Indweller of all hearts. (6) 


ant dafeeanit wart MMT | 
ai fe wet cet got eama: 11 6 1 
Even then we shall discourse with the 


saint, O Bhavani, for it is the greatest gain 
to meet a pious soul. (7) 


YI sag 
SORT AUST MTA E Wa TA: | 
sam: -adfeenrmivar: Raa cI 
Sita went on : Having thus observed 
to Parvati, the aforesaid Lord, the resort of 
the righteous, the Master of all sciences, 


the Ruler of all embodied souls, approached 
the sage. (8) 


w maA: | 
3 sgain farada E e 


Markandeya, however, who had all his 
mental faculties suspended, was conscious 
neither of his own body nor of the outside 
world and as such did not perceive even 
the advent of the very Sovereigns of the 
universe, Sankara and Parvati, the Inner 
Controllers of all creation. (9) 
waina fret Aae | 
SUEMNEUGEJEA arafyeattragar: N go N 

Knowing his mental condition full well, 
the almighty Lord Śiva, the Ruler of Kailāsa, 
entered the cavity of his heart by virtue of 
His Yogamāyā (wonderful divine power), 
even as the air enters an opening. (10) 


y _— 
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aaa fore ret afefagstereny | 
aA ayi Wierda UAT YZ I 
arate yraa: | 
RAATCTSSHH TTA: = TEU LM 

faoi ween urd farag afe fafa: | 
aie qa waft aerated AP: 93 1 
The sage felt amazed to perceive as 
having entered into his very being and 
flashed all of a sudden in his heart Lord 
Siva—a tall figure with three eyes and ten 
arms, wearing matted locks—reddish-brown 
like streaks of lightning—and effulgent like 
the rising sun, wrapping a tiger’s skin for 
His loin-cloth and carrying in His hands a 
rosary of Rudraksa beads, a Damari (a 
sort of small drum shaped like an hour- 
glass), a begging-bowl made of skull, a 
sword and a bow with a trident, a club 
shaped like the foot of a bedstead and a 
shield—and, wondering what the vision was 
and whence, woke up from his trance. 
(11—13) 

WA saie ag mo ATS STAT | 
ws Ahah Aart Ae AP nex 
Opening his eyes, Markandeya beheld 
Lord Rudra, the one Preceptor of all the 
three worlds, arrived in his hermitage 
alongwith His Divine Spouse, Uma, and His 


entourage, and saluted Him with his head 
bent low. (14) 


we aaf seer wT Bera 
TaN: a N 
ae aada YoteaTRs À fast 
era fade ad Fda wT eg N 
He did worship to the Lord alongwith Uma 
and His attendants—by according them a 
hearty welcome, offering seats, water to wash 
their feet and hands with, sandal paste and 
garlands, and burning incense and lights— 
and submitted as follows: “What service can 
| do to You, O omnipresent Lord ! who are 
sated through realization of Your own blissful 
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nature, and because, of whom the whole world 
feels satisfied? (15-16) 
aa: Praa PIA Gra WAST Tl 
Tasers ATS TATU VON 
Hail to You, the all-propitious and all- 
tranquil Lord, the embodiment of Sattva, 
and as such the Delighter of all! Hail to 
You, who are never frightful though assuming 
Rajas, and are never deluded though 


assuming Tamas ! (17) 
qd sara 

Ud Ha: BF aa: Gat Ae: | 

US: WATT MEARE I R Il 


Sita continued : Highly pleased, when 
extolled thus, the aforesaid Lord, the foremost 
of the gods and the resort of the righteous, 
heartily laughed, and with a cheerful mind 
replied to the sage as follows: (18) 

TAIJI 
ai gia A: Ht A Gat TA: | 
amri ay Aai ne ae AASTA 83 Ul 

The glorious Lord said : “Ask of Us a 
boon of your choice, since We three, viz., 
Brahma, Visnu and Myself, are Masters of 
those who are capable of granting boons. 
Our sight can never go in vain; it is through 
us that a mortal can attain immortality. (19) 
MAM: AAA: VAT FAST YAAA: | 
Tarar sree AA: AAA: Ul Ro I 
PATA CTA ae | 
Bea UTA TaN Tas a gR: 11 2 Ul 

“Not only the guardians of the spheres 
including the denizens of those spheres but 
Myself, the glorious Brahma and the almighty 
Sri Hari Himself salute, worship and wait 
upon Brahmanas who are pious by nature, 
tranquil (free from envy etc.), devoid of 
attachment, yet affectionate towards all 
created beings, are exclusively devoted to 
Us and as such free from animosity, and 
look upon all with equanimity. (20-21) 


+ SRIMAD BHAGAVATA » 


a: 


[Dis. 19 


aa mars a Arava ere | 
ATS STAT As OY TAS N 22 1 
“They do not perceive the least difference 
between Me, Lord Visnu and Brahma (the 
birthless creator), nor between themselves 
and any other living being; therefore, We 
resort to you. (22) 


amar daha ar AARAA: | 
a Greet gi Setar: 1 23 1 


“Sacred places do not consist of holy 
waters alone nor do lifeless idols alone 
represent the gods. They, the sacred waters 
and lifeless idols, purify a man through a 
long process of time, whereas saints like 
you purify through mere sight. (23) 
MEGA AHA ASST AAA | 
fMRI: ATTA: BI 

“We bow to the Brahmanas, who cherish 
our verbal manifestation in the form of the 


three Vedas through concentration of the 
mind, reflection, study and self-control. (24) 


sam agha afte maià a: | 
yaar rg anma: 1 24 N 


“By merely hearing about you or seeing 
people like you even great sinners and the 
lowest born too get purified; what wonder, 
then, that people should get purified by 
conversing with you and so on.” (25) 

yd sara 
ga me ET 
aA sgag iaigea pote: AT 26 N 

Sūta took up the thread again : The 
sage did not feel sated while drinking IN the 
words of Lord Śiva (who wears the crescent 
as an ornament on His head), which were 
full of the secret of Dharma (virtue) and the 


very abode of nectar, as it were, tO the 

ears. (26) 

a fat man aoaia: nifA yer! 
TEKA 


Having been made to revolve for long 
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by the Maya (deluding potency) of Lord 
Visnu, and subjected to a severe trial, the 
sage was relieved of all his afflictions by the 
nectar-like words of Lord Siva and spoke to 
Him as follows: (27) 


ATA AT 

aA fracti efasrert RTTA | 
STM Halted AER: 1 RS N 

The sage submitted: Oh, this pastime 
of the almighty Lord is difficult to conceive 
for embodied creatures like us, following 
which Rulers of the universe bow to and 
glorify those who deserve to be commanded 
by Them ! (28) 


ad meR ma: wanya RT 
amra na aA AN RS I 


In order to teach righteous conduct to 
the people at large those teachers of 
embodied beings as general rule not only 
practise such conduct themselves but also 
express approbation of and applaud it when 
practised by others. (29) 
Jam maa: | Farah: 1 
A CAAA: Heh AAMI oti 

The glory of the almighty Lord in You is 
not, however, marred by such exemplary 
conduct—in the shape of those actions such 
as bowing to us, which are but the operation 
of Your Maya (enchanting potency)—any 
more than the enchanting power of an 
enchanter by his conjuring tricks. (30) 


Wea wre faya AANA a: | 
q: Hafan Ada ACT AMT Ul 3k N 
wea aa aà Era WT 
Jangi A TATA UN BU 


Hail to that almighty Lord in You, who, 
having evolved the universe by His thought 
alone and then entered it in the form of the 
Jiva (individual soul), appears, like a 
dreaming man, as the doer through the 
three Gunas (modes of Prakrti)—which are 
the real agents—and who, though appearing 


as endowed with the three Gunas, is yet 
their Controller absolute and one without a 
second, and the Preceptor of all in the form 
of the Veda ! (31-32) 
h gÀ FU yy at wag aT 
EVA GUHA: AeA: FAP AAT 33 UI 
What greater boon shall | ask of You, O 
Perfect One, than Yourself, whose very 
sight is blessed, nay, through whose sight 
man bids fair to get sated and become true 
of resolve? (33) 


aah gAs yoria area ado | 
ware aie TY AAT was 3S N 


Nonetheless | ask one boon of You— 
who are not only self-sufficient Yourself but 
shower blessings on Your devotees—viz., 
unfailing devotion to the almighty Lord Visnu, 
and those devoted to Him, as well as to 
Yourself. (34) 


qd sara 
gafas Areara Ara gna RRT | 
ware ma: prd aired: 1 34 


Sūta further said: Thus worshipped 
and glorified by the sage in sweet words, 
Lord Siva, the Destroyer of the universe, 
supported by His Consort too, addressed 
him thus: (35) 
writ Hed aaisa waaay | 
MAAA AN: TOAST TAT Ut Ball 
miah wer far a fart | 
Tae aT orerar À N 319 11 

“Full of Devotion as you are to Lord Visnu, 
who is above sense-perception, O great sage, 
let all this desire of yours be fulfilled; let your 
fame endure till the end of the Kalpa; let 
religious merit and immunity from old age 
and death be enjoyed by you and let 
knowledge relating to the past, present and 
future and Self-Realization coupled with 
dispassion and the teachership of a Purana 
fall to your lot, invested as you are with 
Brahmanical (spiritual) glory.” (36-37) 
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ga sara 

Ue SOLS PAA STAM FLAT: | 
eat aed Baad TTT RC I 

Sita went on: Having thus granted 
boons to Markandeya, the three-eyed Lord 
withdrew, telling His Consort of the sage’s 
deeds in the form of austerities as well as 
what had been experienced by him before.(38) 


aswaraearmafear arta: | 
frag! Wahid Wa: 3s ll 


Having realized the glory of Mahayoga, 
the Yoga of Jfiana, Markandeya, the foremost 
of the scions of Bhrgu, for his part goes about 
the world at will even now, exclusively devoted 
as he is to Sri Hari. (39) 


aqaa maae ila: | 
ap ma MÀRT Yo N 
This story of the wise Markandeya, as 
well as the wonderful glory of the Lord’s 
Maya as experienced by him has been 
narrated to you. (40) 
Cad Affa miRNA: | 
amaai Fort aaeh Werata INX N 
This glory of the Lord’s Maya, 
experienced by the sage Markandeya as 
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extending over a period of seven Kalpas 
according to ancient tradition, was, as a 
matter of fact, but accidental and a purely 
personal experience attributable to Divine 
Grace and not universal. Some, however, 
not knowing the appearance and 
disappearance of men in the shape of 
evolution and dissolution, as nothing but the 
Maya of the Supreme Spirit, declare this 
experience as no other than the ordinary 
process of evolution and dissolution taking 
place from time without beginning and 
repeated seven times at the end of every 
thousand revolutions of the four Yugas during 
the lifetime of Markandeya himself. (41) 


a wù yd afri 


wrga MTA MTA, 
imada «dpe maA 
wat paei AT x2 

Both he who duly narrates to others and 

he who attentively hears, O jewel among 
the Bhrgus! this story of Markandeya, 
recounted as aforesaid and enriched with 
the glory of Lord Visnu, who wields the 
wheel of Time in the shape of the discus in 
His hands, are rid of transmigration, brought 
about by the latencies of Karma. (42) 


sa RAEI TIRÒ TRACE AeA RIT FNS ATA: Il go I 


Thus ends the tenth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata- 
Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


SIQeHev Seale: 


Discourse XI 


The significance of the Lord’s own limbs, attendants and weapons 
and a description of the retinue of the Sun-god (changing 
every month in the course of a solar year) 


We sara 
ami Geert wat ager 
PARAS APL APTA AAT AM g N 


Śaunaka submitted : Now | refer to the 
following point to you, the foremost among 
those knowing many subjects, since you know 
the true meaning of the conclusions of all the 
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scriptures dealing with the worship of deities, 
O great devotee of the Lord ! (1) 
afaa: utara acres fara: wa: | 
AP UTS Met Heras Ba aT À: 12 1 
wit aula at a fara IETT | 
aw fear na AAT AAT tt 3 N 
May good betide you! Pray, tell us— 
who are keen to know the course of active 
worship, through proficiency in which a mortal 
bids fair to attain immortality (in the shape 
of final beatitude) how those well-versed in 
the Tantras maditate in the course of worship 
on the limbs, attendants, weapons and 
ornaments of Lord Visnu (the Lord of Sri, 
the goddess of fortune), who is absolute 
Consciousness, and of what principles do 
they conceive them as constituted. (2-3) 


YT Sara 

WAP Te aed faid 
W: Went Aaaama: RRI: N% 1 

Sūta resumed : Bowing to the feet of 
my preceptors, | shall speak to you all 
about the glorious manifestations even of 
Lord Visnu, which are so difficult to 
comprehend and which have been discussed 
at some length by Brahma (the lotus-born 
creator of the universe) and other teachers 
in the light of the Vedas and the Tantras. (4) 


matae: a freer fare | 
Pret gà aa afer yer y N 


The well-known cosmic egg is made up 
of nine fundamental principles, Maya (Prakrti) 
and eight others, viz., Mahat-tattva or the 
principle of cosmic intelligence, Sutra or the 
active aspect of Mahat-tattva, Ahankara or 
the cosmic ego, and the five Tanmatras or 
Subtle elements, as well as of the sixteen 
Vikaras or modifications, viz., the mind, the 
ten Indriyas and the five gross elements. In 
that cosmic form as presided over by the 
Spirit appears the three worlds (viz., heaven, 
earth and the intervening space). (5) 


We À thes we y: d at: fee AW: 
wae: Gatsferoht ara arg: seat Ferg: wait: U & N 
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wrote: wero gf: | 
Aga HUTT WAV Yat AA: 19 11 
PATTER CHAT SAT AEM GAT A: | 
wafer yee yet ter: Geeta: ic N 


This as a matter of fact constitutes the 
Purusa (Cosmic) form of the Lord. The 
earth represents His feet; heaven the head; 
the mid-air region, His navel; the sun, His 
eyes; the air, His nostrils; the quarters, His 
ears; Prajapati (the god presiding over 
creation), His generative organ; Death 
constitutes the Lord’s anus; the guardians 
of the spheres, His arms; the moon, His 
mind and Yama (the god of retribution), His 
eyebrows; Lajja (the goddess presiding over 
modesty), His upper lip, and Lobha (Greed), 
His lower lip; moonlight, the brightness of 
His teeth; Maya (the deluding potency), His 
smile; the trees, the hair on the body of the 
infinite Lord; and clouds, the locks on the 
head of the Supreme Person. (6—8) 


ward à Geet areca deere firs: | 
qama EN ARERR ie N 


Measured with reference to the 
disposition of the various spheres, the said 
Cosmic Person too actually bears the same 
proportion as this mortal man does when 
measured with reference to the disposition 
of his own limbs. (9) 


au aAA eR: | 
Ta ai aa stane AY: N Ro N 


The birthless Lord carries on His Person 
the pure consciousness of the Jiva, His 
own particle, in the form of the Kaustubha 
gem and it is the diffusive splendour of the 
latter which the Lord actually wears on His 
(right) breast as the mark of Srivatsa. (10) 
aaa SATS ATO sere | 
aera Ut Tela Had ATL V2 UN 
RaR aiei art a tat RGT | 
Ri Ud UNAS Adc 82 Ul 

Carrying (on His person) His own Maya, 
consisting of various Gunas (or modes of 
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Prakrti) in the form of Vanamala (a garland 
of sylvan flowers); a golden piece of linen, 
consisting of the Vedas, (about His loins) 
and the sacred syllable OM (consisting of 
three parts A (a) +U (3) +M (1) in the 
triple sacred thread. The Lord wears (the 
philosophical systems of) Sankhya and Yoga 
as a pair of alligator-shaped ear-rings and 
the realm of Brahma (the highest functionary 
of this universe), promising fearlessness to 
all its inhabitants, as His diadem. (11-12) 


Tape aafaa: | 
mR area AAAA 23 


The Unmanifest Primordial Matter is 
the seat (couch), going by the name of Sesa 
(the serpent-god), on which He remains 
nestled in; and Sattvaguna (the principle of 
harmony or goodness), characterized by the 
six divine properties such as Dharma 
(righteousness) and Jñāna (wisdom), (the 
other four being AiSwarya or universal 
dominion, Yaśa or glory, Sri or affluence and 
Vairagya or dispassion, as well as by the 
divine potencies known by the names of 
Vimala, Utkarsini, Jfiana, Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, 
Satya, [ana and Anugraha)—is spoken of 
as the lotus spread on this seat. (13) 
Aaa Wears Wet sed! 
ao ard aat ea Tava Vx Il 
was Avera ad aan 
SHUTS q: ME AAT PAARA gu 1 

He wields Prāņa or the vital air (the 
foremost of the five airs existing in the body 
under the names of Prāņa, Apāna, Vyāna, 
Udana and Samana)—accompanied by 
organic, mental and bodily strength—in the 
form of a mace (bearing the name of 
Kaumodaki); the principle of water, in the 
form of an excellent conch (Paficajanya by 
name); the principle of fire, as (the discus) 
Sudarsana; the principle of ether as a sword, 
clear as the sky; a shield consisting of 
Tamas (the principle of inertia and ignorance); 
a bow, made of horns, as representing Kala 


(the Time-Spirit) and a quiver consisting of 
Karma (the principle of activity). (14-15) 
zaar meggi PET! 
amaaa Neen 
Knowing persons declare the (ten cosmic) 
Indriyas (the five senses of perception and 
the five organs of action) to be His shafts, 
the cosmic mind characterized by the power 
of action to be His chariot, and the five 
Tanmatras, subtle elements, to be the exterior 
of the chariot; and He exhibits His 
serviceability to His devotees in the shape 
of conferring boons on and assuring 
protection to them through Mudras (positions 
of the hands such as Vara and Abhaya). (16) 
Huse Carat Slaw GAN Be: | 
qma aa ae gRARA: N Voll 
The spot where the deity is worshipped 
should be visualized as the orb of the sun; 
the ceremony of initiation by a Guru into a 
certain Mantra (sacred text) should be 
contemplated as the act of self-consecration, 
which makes one eligible for the worship of 
a particular deity, and the worship of the 
Lord should be concieved as the eradication 
of all one’s sins. (17) 
war g citer aS eT | 
ai AMGA WTA ATTA | Le N 
Wielding (in one of His four hands) His 
six distinguishing attributes (viz., lordship, 
righteousness, renown, affluence, wisdom and 
dispassion each in its entirety (denoted by 
the term ‘Bhaga’*) in the form of a lotus carried 
for the sake of diversion, and thus justifying 
the name of Bhagavan, the Lord also maintains 
(by His side in the hands of two of His divine 
attendants) righteousness and renown (two 
of the aforesaid six attributes) as a chowrle 
and a fan, respectively. (18) 
areas q aque fear pT 
Rada: quote ag ag Gea 2? 
He further bears over His head as an 
umbrella, O Brahmanas! His own divine 


< teeter wes nies aera: fire: | amaA went am skort 
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realm, viz., Vaikuntha, which has no fear 
from any quarter. The Veda* , with its three 
divisions (Rk, Yajus and Sama) figures (as 
His carrier) under the name of Garuda and 
supports Yajñat (the institution of sacrifice) 
as the Supreme Person Himself. (19) 


STOTT weet sit: maT BY: | 
faaaereranfatatea: maT: | 
Perea grena Asfan SALUT: | Ro 1 
Sti Hars own inseparable energy itself 
appears as Goddess Sri (the goddess of 
fortune). The well-known Viswaksena, the 
chief of His attendants, embodies (in His 
person) the Tantras (such as the Paficaratra 
Agama, detailing the procedure of His 
worship). The eight celebrated attributes of 
Sri Hari, Anima (the capacity to assume an 
atomic form) etc., stand at His portals as the 
eight porters, Nanda and others. (20) 


SSA: Ug: WA: YEN: TTT 
aeg sft wer yes Reia N Rg N 


The Supreme Person, Lord Nārāyaņa 
Himself, O Brahmana sage, is spoken of as 
manifested in the four adorable forms of 
Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and 
Aniruddha. (21) 


a faaea: Urea Stat afaa: 1 
adamam aa URTEA 22 M 


The same Lord is philosophically 
contemplated upon under the names of 
Viśwa, Taijasa, Prajia and Turīya, 
respectively, when associated with the four 
states of individual consiousness, viz., 
(1) Wakefulness (in which the objects of 
sense are perceived through the senses), 
(2) the dream state (in which the mind 
alone—the sense par excellence—functions, 
the other senses remaining dormant), (3) 
the state of deep sleep (or complete 
forgetfulness marked by the latent 
impressions of the states of wakefulness 
and dream) and (4) the state of Self- 
Realization (in which the Self stands as the 
witness of all the three preceding states).(22) 


* The Sruti says—quuitsta memifagà Ym: | 


WPS OIG Ta EA IG LECIE baea t: | 
faufa m agihan, afittvar: 23N 
Distinguished by His aforesaid limbs, 
attendants (constituting His auxiliary limbs, 
as it were) weapons and ornaments, nay, 
possessing His six distinguishing attributes, 
collectively denoted by the term “Bhaga”, 
and appearing in the four adorable forms 
(Vasudeva and so on), the almighty Lord 
Sri Hari Himself assumes these four aspects 
(Viśwa etc.). (23) 


faga sa Premera: N 2X UI 


O jewel among the twice-born! the 
aforesaid Lord is the Source of the Vedas, 
self-effulgent and perfect in His own glory 
(all-blissful Self); yet He creates, preserves 
and destroys this (objective) universe by His 
own Maya (deluding potency consisting of 
the three Gunas) under different names, 
Brahma, Visnu and Siva, respectively, though 
His consciousness remains uncircumscribed 
thereby. Though spoken of in the Sastras as 
differentiated in this sense, He is really one 
inasmuch as He is realized by His devotees 
as their own Self. (24) 


masae 


waa Naena- 
AAA: sage UMS YATT BE Ut 
“Friend of Arjuna, jewel among the Vrsnis, 
O glorious Krsna ! who are fire, as it were, to 
burn the whole race of Ksatriyas, that are 
proving hostile to the earth, O Govinda, 
Protector of cows, whose, prowess is ever 
undiminished, whose sanctifying glory is sung 
by hosts of cowherd—women as well as by 
devotees like Narada, and whose names and 
praises are auspicious to hear, pray, protect 
us, Your votaries.” (25) 


t This is born out by the Sruti when it says—aqt à fawn; ı 


788 + SRIMAD BHAGAVATA * 


a sd Hea TMA NEAT 

APSA: WAR ACA HAT AT TRIGA 2E Il 
He who, rising early in the morning and 

getting clean through a bath etc., repeats this 

description of the Lord with his mind fixed on 

Him, realizes Brahma, enshrined in the heart 

of all, by merely repeating it. (26) 

whe Sara 


Wat Fale wary farsa sya | 
ah aot aha Aha ATT ae ACTH: 1 29 N 


Saunaka submitted : As the divine Suka 
spoke to the listening Pariksit (the protege of 
Lord Visnu), a different batch presided over 
by the Sun-god, consisting of seven’ remains 
on duty month after month. (27) 
Sat ArT mai Hagae: | 
gle A: SEMA SS TAA BE N Re N 

Pray, tell us, who are full of reverence, 
about the said entourage of Lord Sri Hari, 
appearing in the form of the Sun-god—in 
other words, the names and functions of 
those groups (of six pairs) combined with 
the deities presiding over them. (28) 


qd sad 
amaaa fromrer: ade | 
Ai Amaai Aag Rad 23 1 


Brought into existence by the birthless 
Māyā of Lord Vişņu, the Inner Controller of 
all embodied souls, this visible sun, which 
keeps the world going on, courses through 
the spheres. (29) 


Ta wa fe Aa aa nsspa: | 
adaehrargerafatictgettian: 3o 

Though one without a second, the 
Sun-god—who is really the same as Śrī 
Hari, the Soul and first Cause of the worlds— 
has been spoken of by the seers under 
diverse names inasmuch as He is the 
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source of all Vedic rites. (30) 
FA Ser: rar shat HOt HATA: | 
zai maA wart Taare setae VT: N 3 N 
Because of His Maya, which has no 
beginning, Sri Hari has been called, O 
Brahmana sage, by nine names as time, 
place, activity, the doer, an instrument, duty, 
a sacred text, material substance (rice etc.), 
and the fruit (heaven etc.). (31) 


Healey Gay WAT AICI | 
Amama atta gagan: 1 32 1 


Assuming the form of Time (out of the 
aforesaid nine), in order to keep the world 
going on, the Lord as the Sun-god runs His 
course through the twelve months beginning 
from Caitra, alongwith His twelve different 
batches of attendants. (32) 


eat pach staat Tap yA | 
qee n Aaa aN 


The Sun-god (under the name of Dhata), 
Krtasthali (the Apsara), Heti (the ogre), Vasuki 
(the Naga), Rathakrt (the Yaksa), Pulastya 
(the sage) and Tumburu (the Gandharva)— 
these seven run the month of Caitra. (33) 


adm yese: wala: Gfostenteret | 
ANG: pS TAT FA ATTA 3Y N 
Aryama, Pufjikasthali, Praheti, 
Kacchanira, Athauja, Pulaha and Narada— 
these run the month of Vaigakha’— (34) 


fsf: eNA agh AART eel: | 
Tae sft Wa y eR Bh N 


Mitra, Menaka, Pauruseya, Taksaka, 
Rathaswana, Atri and Haha—these run the 
month of Jestha. (35) 


aA ae TAT AEA GE | 
whore operat Tat 86 l 


Varuna, Rambha, Citraswana, Śukra, 


1. The group of seven already referred to in Book Five consist i $ 
alre s of a pair each of sages, Gandharvas, 
Apsaras, Nagas, Yaksas, Raksasas and the sun-god himself as the Secchi a Hea 18) 


2. The names of the sun-god, Apsara etc., in verse 34 et eg have been arranged in the order followed 


in verse 33. 
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Sahajanya, Vasistha and Hihi—these run 
the month of Asadha. (36) 


Fal farara: sitar weet: | 
Were Tera sat wits vat N 39 1 
Indra, Pramloca, Varya, Elapatra, Srota, 


Angira and Viswavasu—these run the month 
of Sravana. (37) 


PoP SAT ATAU aT: | 
PCT Vg Ue aS Feet 32 
, Vivaswān, Anumlocā, Vyāghra, 
Sankhapala, Asarana, Bhrgu and Ugrasena— 
these run the month called Bhadrapada. (38) 


Wt eS ata: BATT: Terra | 
yarei ianya aaa zat 3e M 
Pusa, Ghrtaci, Vata, Dhanafijaya, Suruci, 
Gautama and Susena—these run the month 
of Magha. (39) 


waa wget: ust: Barra 
fava Wraagea qe ATT N Yo N 


Parjanya, Senajit, Varca, Airavata, Kratu, 
Bharadwaja and Viswa—these run the month 


named Phalguna. (40) 

HAY: HIATT BAA AAATAT | 
fagraqtanng: werd Faerie i 
Again, Amsu, Urvasi, Vidyucchatru, 
Mahasankha, Tarksya, Kasyapa and 
Rtasena—these run the month of Margasirsa. 
(41) 

UT: apase AAT SIA USA: | 


wale: afar: Gere aT Ut %3 N 

Bhaga, Purvacitti, Sphurja, Karkotaka, 
Urna, Ayu and Aristanemi—these run the 
month of Pausa. (42) 


AST AHA: SAAT FACT | 
TAMAS Yas FARTS FANT: N83 N 


Again, Twasta, Tilottama, Brahmapeta, 
Kambala, Satajit, Jamadagni and Dhrtarastra 
are the guardians of the month of ag 

(43 


fanart ten qaaiva waht | 
faverftat marta si Tarr wx N 
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Visnu, Rambha, Makhapeta, Aswatara, 
Satyajit, Viswamitra and Suryavarca—these 
run the month of Kartika. (44) 


Wear wea aoaaa farses: | 
Sra Teapot seat fat FET vy 


These constitute the glory of the Sun- 
god, who is none other than Lord Visnu. 
They take away the sin of those who 
remember them morning and evening both 
day after day. (45) 


geama mAg Sat sat weft À I 
WA maA A a RARAN X N 


Coursing round the universe, all the 
twelve months of a year alongwith His six 
attendants (enumerated in the foregoing 
verses) the said Deity unquestionably 
awakens good sense in the mind of His 
votary, both here and hereafter. (46) 
aiaa Ra: Hea | 
maai Waa TEATRAS: N XO N 

The sages (forming the entourage of 
the Sun-god) duly extol Him through hymns, 
of Sāmaveda, Rgveda and Yajurveda 
revealing His glory; the Gandharvas sing 
His praises, while the Apsarās dance before 
him. (47) 
SAANA Tet ANT MATA TAAR: | 
areata wet y ia aam: N% N 


The Nāgas serve the purpose of keeping 
the parts of the chariot together; the Yakşas 
make his chariot ready for service, while 


the mighty Raksasas push the chariot from 
behind. (48) 


aaan: aee aer ASET: | 
yasiga afa nafa ANN xe 1 


Sixty thousand pure-minded Brāhmaņa 
sages, collectively known as the Vālakhilyas, 
walk ahead facing the Sun-god (all the twelve 
months) and celebrate the Deity through 
laudatory Mantras. (49) 


wa amaA ma, eftiivar: | 
TA Hed CATA SCI UTAH: Io I 
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Dividing Himself into twelve, each form | beginning or end, and is, therefore, birthless 
presiding over the sun for one month, the | protects the worlds as aforesaid in every 


almighty Lord Sri Hari, who is without | Kalpa. 


(50) 


fà APTA HETGTN TRIG ASAT SIM SMALE ATA TAG MS ATA: Mt 28 1 
Thus ends the eleventh discourse entitled “A description of the Sun-god (presiding under 
different names over the twelve months of a year) with His entourage” 
in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


AA GEAST: 
Discourse XII 
A Synopsis of all the twelve Skandhas of Śrīmad Bhāgavata 


ya sara 
war mmia mA TA: po AA 
MANA ARH AAA TATAL R M 


Sita began again : Hail to the exalted 
virtue in the shape of devotion to Sri Hari! 
Hail to Sri Krsna, the Maker of the universe ! 
Bowing again to the Brahmanas as well, | 
shall expound the eternal verities, discussed 
in Srimad Bhagavata. (1) 
Waa a: pii far fawiigaareyey | 
qasd get aot qeatfear 20 

So have | narrated to you, O Brahmana 
sages ! this wonderful sublime story in the 
form of Srimad Bhagavata of Lord Visnu, 
about which you asked me and which is 


worth hearing for men in whom there is any 
trace of humanity left. (2) 


am agit: Aad, aaa ale: | 
ATAU Bata TAM mai UPA: WB 
Here stands duly celebrated Lord 
Narayana Himself, the Ruler of our senses, 
the Protector of devotees, also known as 
Sri Hari, the Dispeller of all sins. (3) 


WA Ta WU Wea: waren 

ae a aquest view faai x i 
In this has been discussed the mysterious 

transcendent Brahma, the source and end 


of all creation, 
enlightenment-cum-Realization 
means of awakening them. 


afar: aren AA E ATA 
wiae maA N 


In addition to this, there has been 
discussed at length the discipline of Devotion, 
both as a means and an end itself, as well 
as Vairāgya (freedom from passion) hinging 
on the latter. (Now hear the contents of the 
twelve Skandhas in a more or less serial 
order.) The narrative of the birth etc., of 
Pariksit and as a prelude to it the story of 
the previous incarnation of the celestial sage, 
Narada. 
wmi § wsrifaugrar fA: | 
Yet seer Haara Âf: ue Ul 

The vow of the royal sage Pariksit as 4 
sequel to the curse of a Brahmana boy to 
fast till death and the opening of the dialogue 
between Pariksit and Suka, the foremost of 
Brahmanas. (6) 

(Here ends the theme of Book Two) 


AMAT: Haat aera: | 
Baap a mi: mentsa: 1! 9" 
The process of ascent to the higher 


regions of a departing soul through Yoo! 
concentration; the dialogue between Nara 


the topic of spiritual 
and the 
(4) 
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and his father, Brahma, the birthless creator; 
an account of the Lord’s descents in the 
order of sequence and a description of the 
cosmic evolution from Prakrti (Primordial 
Matter) from the very beginning. (7) 
(Here ends the theme of Book Two) 
fagtiegadare: areas: | 
Wurst mageni: cu 
The dialogue between Vidura and 
Uddhava and then between Vidura and 
Maitreya; an inquiry regarding the Bhagavata- 
Purana; the dormant state of the Supreme 
Person during the period of Final Dissolution. 


(8) 

aa: mpi: ot: wa Apia À 
ad Tass: Gest Aa ue i 
Then follows a description of the flowering 
of Prakrti (in the form of disturbance caused 
in the equilibrium of the three Gunas) and 
the coming into being of the seven categories 
which are both of the nature of a cause and 
an effect (viz., of the Mahat-tattva into the 
cosmic ego and of the latter into the five 
Tanmatras or subtle elements) and the 
gradual crystallization of the five Tanmatras 
into the five gross elements and the eleven 
Indriyas, viz., the five senses of perception, 
the five organs of action and the mind, 
which are all of the nature of an effect only 
since they do not give rise to any further 
modification. Then ensues a description of 
the evolution of the cosmic egg, from which 
appears Brahma (the offspring of the Cosmic 
Person). (9) 


SHITE CITA Mit: UATE: | 
ya THUS VAT AAN N Ro it 
Then follows a description of Time in its 
subtle and gross states; the sprouting of the 
fourteen worlds (in the form of a lotus from 
the navel of the Cosmic Person) and how 
Hiranyaksa was killed by the Lord in the 
form of the divine Boar in the course of His 
attempt to lift up the earth from the bottom of 
the ocean. (10) 


seada warteda a 
RNA Ta: AA AA: UNL 


Wea a Ar eioen Wepre | 
wart eda ada ware: N 221 


The evolution of the higher (heavenly 
and aerial), subhuman and subterranean 
(Asurika) orders of created beings and the 
appearance of Rudra (the god of destruction) 
and subsequently the division of Brahma in 
two halves, one constituting a male and the 
other a female, from which sprang up the 
Manu named Swayambhuva (because born 
of Brahma, the self-born) and Satarupa, the 
first and foremost pattern of womanhood. 
Then follows the description of the progeny 
in the shape of nine daughters of the revered 
wife, Devahtti, of the sage, Kardama, a lord 
of creation. (11-12) 


HAART waa: HUTA AIA: | 
dagana ate: Afters A AT N g3 N 


The descent of the Supreme Spirit as Lord 
Kapila and the dialogue of Devahūti with 
Kapila, the embodiment of wisdom. (13) 

(Here ends the theme of Book Three) 


FATA A ee Aa ITT, 
qe att uag: mea: ex i 
ANG a daea: aad feat: | 
AMAASTARTTT ST AN VG 


The progeny through the nine daughters 
of Kardama of the nine lords of creation, 
Marici and others; the destruction of the 
sacrificial performance undertaken by Daksa, 
the tenth lord of creation; the narrative of 
the devotee Dhruva and then of King Prthu; 
the dialogue between King Pracinabarhi 
and the celestial sage Narada and next 
follows the narrative of King Priyavrata, O 
Brahmanas ! Then follow the stories of Kings 
Nabhi, Rsabha and Bharata. (14-15) 


ARa | 
ARa GI Uae feerfe: N gS N 


A description of the Dwipas, the nine 
broad divisions of the terrestrial plane, 
Varsas (subdivisions of the Dwipas) and 
the oceans (dividing the Dwipas) and then 
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of the principal mountains and rivers forming 
part of the Dwipas; the disposition of the 
stellar sphere and the location of the seven 
subterranean worlds and the infernal regions 
(closely followed by the story of Ajamila, 
illustrating the means of averting descent 
into hell, in Book Six). (16) 
(Here ends the theme of Books Four and Five) 


SAAT Ware AUT St AAPA: 1 
ad aRar: i oul 


The descent of Daksa from the Pracetas; 
the progeny of his daughters, from whose 
womb appeared the gods, human beings and 
demons, animals, the immobile creation (the 
vegetable kingdom), birds and soon. (17) 
mare wa Pret grata facigst: | 
savas Utd wga HEA: N 2 Il 

Then follows an account, O Brāhmaņa 
sages, of the birth and fall of the demon 
Vrtra (son of Twasta, the architect of the 
gods) as well as of Hiranyakasipu and 

Hiranyaksa, the two sons of Diti, and the 
narrative of the high-souled Prahrada, the 
ruler of the Daityas. (18) 
(This sums up the contents of Books 
Six and Seven) 
Taner AA fanart 
Tatiana 3 fawitéaferrea: 11 gR N 
Al aaa Wee aT ST SATA: | 
aien age feta oll 
A connected account of the fourteen 
Manvantaras (divisions of a Kalpa, each 
presided over by a separate Manu); the 
deliverance of the king of elephants; the 
descents of Lord Visnu, the Ruler of the 
universe, in the form of the divine Tortoise, 
Lord Dhanvantari, the divine Fish, the divine 
Dwarf, Hayagriva, who bore the head of a 
horse; and others, one in each Manvantara; 
the churning of the ocean of milk for the sake 
of nectar by the denizens of heaven (both 
gods and demons) is likewise told. (19-20) 
wares | Tada 
gpa Age: AYA AeA: N RR N 


The great war between the gods and 
the demons; a description of the genealogy 
of kings; the birth of King Ikswaku and his 
genealogy; the narrative of the high-minded 


Sudyumna. (21) 
b murea AI 

qiigan MME FRA: N RRN 

hepsi arer atA: Rp a NA: | 


HEATER SH AEG: ATA: PAT A 23 N 

In this connection is told the story of 
Sudyumna having been transformed into Ila 
as well as the narrative of Tara, wife of the 
sage Brhaspati; an account of the solar 
dynasty; the story of kings such as Sasada 
and Nrga etc., the narrative of Sukanya 
(daughter of Saryati) as well as the stories 
of kings Saryati and the wise Kakutstha as 
also of Knatwanga and Mandhata, the sage 
Saubhari and King Sagara. (22-23) 


TET HAASE hte aaae 
Pagaem SAH a aera: WISI 


The narrative, which eradicates sin, of 
Lord Sri Rama, the Ruler of the kingdom of 
Kosala; how King Nimi cast off his body and 
the origin of the line of the Janakas. (24) 
me untae Aga ya: 
ea Graver ATA AN RNN 

How Lord Paraśurāma, the foremost of 
the scions of Bhrgu, swept the Ksatriya race 
off the earth; the stories of King Pururava 
(the son of Ila), the first of the lunar line, as 
well as of Yayati and his father, Nahusa. (25) 


deviant warren al 
qme adteyitsqanttera: tt 26 I 

The stories of King Bharata, the son of 
Dusyanta, as well as of Santanu and his son, 
Bhisma, and then is delineated the posterity 
of Yadu, the eldest son of Yayati. (26) 

(Here ends the theme of Books Eight 
and Nine) 


FATA WTA HOTA IAEA: | 
aa war aA gira AGAN V 


It was in this line that the almighty Lord 
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of the universe took His descent under the 
name of Sri Krsna. His appearance in the 
house of Vasudeva and then how He was 
brought up in Gokula. (27) 
wea aam aiftarsratEe: | 
Gao Ae YN: ee N 
Here are recounted the many exploits of 
that Enemy of the Asuras, which are, as a 
matter of fact, endless in number as well as 
in extent how He even as a babe drank away 
the very life of the demoness Pūtanā alongwith 
the milk of her breasts and upturned a cart 
and destroyed the demon Utkaca who had 
entered the cart in a disembodied state. (28) 


qada Amda ana: | 
ARE TEU: U E GRA: 11 22 N 
How the demon, Trnāvarta, who 
appeared in the form of a whirlwind, was 
crushed to death as well as the death of the 
demons, Baka and Vatsa, who remained 
disguised as a heron and a calf respectively 
and the destruction of Dhenuka, who had 
assumed the guise of a donkey, alongwith 
his kindred and that of Pralamba, who came 
disguised as a cowherd boy. (29) 


Wart a Ra aar: uftada: | 

eat meN N Bo N 
Deliverance of the cowherds from a forest 

conflagration that came rushing from all sides; 

subjugation of the serpent Kāliya and the 

rescue of Nanda, the Lord’s own father, from 

the grip of a python. (30) 


Aaa g HAMA AA TST ATA Act: | 
Waal Sareea fao ATATAAA 3 N 


How the maidens of Vraja observed a 
sacred vow of bathing in the Yamuna in winter 
and worshipping Goddess Katyayani on its 
sandy bank for a month in order to secure 
the Lord for their husband, in the course of 
which the immortal Lord was pleased with 
their observances and conferred on them a 
boon; the Lord’s grace on the wives of certain 
Brahmanas engaged in a sacrifice and the 
remorse of the Brahmanas for their failure to 


recognize the Lord and pay their homage to 
Him. (31) 
Were A weet aie 
AA HOTA GA: SISTA TTT 3 N 
The uplifting of Mount Govardhana in 
order to save Vraja from the fury of Indra, 
who sent devastating showers with intent to 
submerge the tract of Vraja and how later 
on (on recognizing His divinity) Indra, the 
rain-god, and the cow of plenty worshipped 
the Lord and bathed Him with milk; His 
pastimes with the damsels of Vraja through 
many nights. (32) 
mgen gadis] Hr: | 
APUG WIA WEA WAPOA: 133 N 
The destruction of the evil-minded 
Yaksa, Sankhactda, who carried away a 
number of damsels in the midst of their 
pastimes with the Lord, as well as of the 
demons Arista and Keśī that had assumed 
the disguise of a bull anda horse, respectively; 
Akrura’s visit to Vraja to take Sri Krsna and 
Balarama to Mathura on Karhsa’s invitation 
and the subsequent departure of Balarama 
and Sri Krsna for Mathura. (33) 


aeii aaya aera aa: | 
TRASH AOA A aT el: Bx N 


The wailing of the women of Vraja over 
their separation from Sri Krsna and then 
how the two divine Brothers saw Mathura 
and killed at the bow-sacrifice the elephant, 
Kuvalayapida, as well as the wrestlers, 
Mustika and Canura, and finally Karnsa, the 
wicked king of Mathura himself, and others 
(his eight brothers). (34) 


yem At: WA: are: | 
agai aan agar afar) 
PUSAN Fat VOT FET: N 34 N 
How He brought back the dead son of 
His teacher Sandipani and the good offices 
that were rendered to the Yadava clan 
by Sri Krsna while staying at Mathura 
accompanied by Uddhava and Balarama, 
O Brahmana sages! (35) 
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TREAT TAT ARTE aT: | 
Oat AAT HATA PAM Fe N 
Extermination of the armies led by 
Jarasandha, Karnsa’s father-in-law and ally, 
many (seventeen) times; and how the Lord 
caused the destruction of the king of Yavanas 
(through Mucukunda) and founded the city 
of KuSasthali, Dwaraka. (36) 


STEM URSA AAA: AUCTAT | 
samoa Bot Beg Waser fer St: Bo Ul 


How Sri Hari brought a Parijata (a 
celestial tree) as well as (the council-chamber 
named) Sudharma from paradise, the realm 
of the gods, and carried off Rukmini, the 
princess of Vidarbha, after crushing the 
enemies in battle. (37) 


RSA FN Fg AVE Ya 
mAAR Sal HAMA RUT A ALU BZ tt 
How, when Lord Siva, the god of 
destruction and the protector of Banasura, 
began to yawn in battle (when assailed by 
the Lord with a Jrmbhanastra during the 
invasion of Sonitapura, the capital of 
Banasura, by the Lord consequent on the 
capture of His grandson, Aniruddha, at the 
hands of the demon), the Lord lopped off 
the arms of Banasura (thus left unprotected) 
and, having made short work of the demon, 
Naraka, the ruler of Pragjyotisapura in 
Assam, took away and married the sixteen 
thousand and odd maidens detained in his 
palace by the demon. (38) 
Aduga SATE SH: | 
srad fafaa: NÀ R: TERT: 11 32 N 
TE A ERAT TORENA STE 
mami Apa moea xo n 
A description of the redoubtable might 
and destruction of King Siśupāla, Paundraka 
and Śālva, of the evil-minded Dantavaktra, 
as well as of Dwivida (a monkey) and the 
demons Sambara (who stole away the Lord’s 
eldest son, Pradyumna, as soon as born, 
from the very lying-in-chamber), Pitha, Mura, 
Paficajana and others and how the Lord set 


the city of Varanasi on fire and further 

relieved the earth’s burden, making the sons 

of Pandu His instruments. (39-40) 
(Here ends the theme of Book Ten) 


Auma NA Gat: Wats Al 
THA A PATS ATA AYA: NL N 
qaran ahaen wren eafatrata: | 


dat ada sea: YR 


In Book Eleven we are told how the 
destruction of His own race was brought about 
by the Lord under the pretext of the 
Brahmanas'’ curse, and the wonderful dialogue 
between Uddhava and Sri Krsna (Son of 
Vasudeva), in which has been taught as a 
matter of fact the entire range of Self- 
Knowledge as also the final conclusion about 
the duties of the various Varnas and Asramas 
given and later on is told the story of the 
Lord’s concealing His mortal semblance by 
dint of His own Yogic power. (41-42) 


qea Aa PA FUT: | 
aqfaa yaa saa Raa AAM N 83 I 


The characteristics of the four Yugas 
and the conduct of people conforming to 
them, and the perversity of men in the Kali 
age, as well as the fourfold Pralaya 
(Dissolution) and the threefold creation, viz., 
Sāttvika, Rājasika and Tāmasika. (43) 


megea: AA STA: 8X ll 
How the wise and saintly King Pariksit 
(the favoured of Lord Visnu) cast off his 
body; classification of the Vedas into so 
many Sakhas (branches or schools); the 
holy narrative of the sage Markandeya; the 
disposition of the limbs and weapons etc., 
of Lord Visnu (the Supreme Person) and 
the entourage of the Sun-god, the Soul of 
the universe (during the twelve months of 
a year). (44) 
gia ah fastest aqetseftere a: | 
Limaman atttarite HAN: 1 ve ll 


In this way has been stated by me in 
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this discourse, © jewel among the 
Brahmanas ! whatever | was asked by you 
and something more too. And what is more 
valuable, the exploits of the various Avataras, 
which are nothing but Their pastimes, have 
also been narrated in all their bearing. 
(45) 
ukia: raara: arar ar fragt Ger | 


Ra AT sete wears S N 


Uttering at the top of his voice the 
formula ‘eta 74: "'—‘Hail to Sri Hari!’ even 
involuntarily, without any conscious effort 
on his part, when fallen (in a well etc.), 
stumbled (while ascending a staircase), 
afflicted or after sneezing, a man is absolved 
of all sin. (46) 


am mAsa: ui vio i 


Entering the mind of men even while 
His name or praise is being loudly chanted 
or when His glory is heard of by them, the 
infinite Lord, the wise declare, puts an end 
to all their misfortune in the same way as 
the sun dispels darkness and a tempestuous 
gale disperses the clouds. (47) 


ee eee 
wa wa tht wad wa 


bikaba a TRA 


They are indeed false and ignoble 
utterances and contain stories of the 
unrighteous, of which Lord Visnu (who is 
above sense-perception) does not form a 
theme. That utterance alone, on the other 
hand, is true, that alone huzza ! is blessed, 
that alone is sacred and is the fountainhead 
of divine excellences, nay, that alone is 


pleasant, that alone gives newer and newer 
delight, that alone is a perennial source of 
great rejoicing to the mind, and, finally, that 
is the only means of drying up the ocean of 
grief of men, through which the glory of 
Lord Visnu (of sacred renown) is constantly 
(48-49) 


aq sige + g Afai 
mena fe Areal SAT: I ko N 
That speech which, though full of figurative 
expressions, never utters the praises of Sri 
Hari—that are capable of sanctifying the 
whole world—is the delight of voluptuous 
men, who wallow in the pleasures of sense 
like crows, that feed upon the dirty leavings 
of food. It is never resorted to by the swan- 
like wise men; for pure-minded saints take 
delight only where the immortal Lord Visnu 
is glorified. (50) 
a ahaa smaa 
aerating | 
Trae asg a- 
gafa mafa A MTATA: 11 4g N 
On the other hand, that composition 
alone which, though faulty in diction, consists 
of verses each of which contains the names 
of the immortal Lord, bearing the impress 
of His glory, wipes out the sins of the 
people; it is such composition that pious 
men love to hear, sing and repeat to an 
audience. (51) 


a wired wea EA 
St p: mauia 
a ai pi aT yR N 
That wisdom too which is free from 
blemish, in that it is a direct means to the 
attainment of Liberation, does not adorn 
one’s soul so much if it is destitute of 
devotion to the immortal Lord, Śrī Hari. How, 
then, can action which has not been 
consecrated to God, no matter if it is of the 
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noblest type, heighten the beauty of the 
soul, rooted as it is in sorrow at every 
stage, both while it is being performed and 


when it yields its fruit. (52) 
aeea uitam: wT 
CIE L LCIEGE RAGU Ci O 
aag: sieaa- 
qurqarastaunifatiret: IRESI 


The great pains taken over discharging 
the duties pertaining to one’s Varna (grade 
in society) and Āśrama (stage in life), 
austerities and learning etc., culminate only 
in glory and prosperity. Through the utterance 
and hearing etc., of the praises of Śrī Hari, 
however, is secured unceasing remembrance 
of the lotus-feet of that Spouse of Sri, the 
goddess of fortune. (53) 


afaafa: ponn: 
Roa wrt att = 
aay kuca TT 

ad a Aaaa ay il 


Ceaseless thought of the lotus-like feet 
of Sri Krsna puts an end to all evils and 
increases tranquillity of the mind, enhances 
purity of the intellect, stimulates devotion to 
the Supreme Spirit and promotes spiritual 
enlightenment coupled with Self-Realization 
and dispassion. (54) 


q fem aq yR 
TRACT AAA AAT 


anTaui tanari- 
meaa UAAATATT N 4 N 
Oh, you are highly blessed, O jewels 
among the Brahmanas! in that, having 
installed in your mind Lord Narayana, who is 
the adored of all, and as such has no other 
object of adoration, and who is the Inner 
Controller of all, constantly worship Him, full 
of ceaseless Devotion as you are ! (55) 


Ee ye wena anaa 
at y a ot 
Ta: 
Ea a eM 
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| am also blessed in that | have been 
reminded by you of the exposition of the 
true nature of the Supreme Spirit (contained 
in this Purana), which | listened to the other 
day from the lips of Sri Suka (the great 
seer) in the assembly of eminent sages, 
who also listened to it, while King Pariksit 
sat on the bank of the Ganga with a vow to 
fast unto death. (56) 


Wag: cfd fam: mAT: | 
Meret aye Taya | 49 1 


In this way has been recounted to you, O 
Brahmana sages, the glory—that is capable 
of uprooting all evil—of Lord Vasudeva, whose 
great exploits are worth narrating. (57) 
awd seated aero: | 
THAT ASAIO FATA R: Weel 

He who repeats this Purana to others 
everyday with an undivided mind, say, for 
three hours or for that matter even for a 
second and in the same way he who listens 
to it repeatedly with reverence purifies his 
very soul. (58) 


geyegi A AIA AST | 
USS Vader TAROT TAT 1 8 Ul 


Listening to it on the twelfth or eleventh 
day of either fortnight of a lunar month, one 
enjoys a long life; while he who reads it 
devoutly while remaining without food is 
thereby rid of all sin. (59) 
Wet Aa ST Ea Aaa! 
sores Hadai fsa Wert AAT Go N 

Reading this compilation with a calm 
and collected mind at Puskara, Mathura or 
Dwaraka while abstaining from food, one is 
rid of fear of rebirth. (60) 


gaat Wa: feet: frat wat TA: | 
TEA HUA UTA: OAT AA Strat BR ll 

Pleased as a result of chanting this 
Purana, gods, sages, Siddhas, mane 
Manus and kings confer desired boons on 
the man repeating or listening to it. 
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Feat ase ars feat seitearsferaa | 
AIHA PICA: TA HPeays AcHe A & 2 I 
A Brahmana who reads this Purana 
attains the same reward which he gets by 
studying all the three Vedas, Rgveda, 
Yajurveda and Samaveda, viz., streams of 
honey, streams of ghee and streams of 
milk, i.e., all kinds of blessings. (62) 
qoiadi wad fs 
Wr wear aq dud w IANI N 
Having devoutly studied this collection 
of verses in the form of a Purana, a member 
of the twice-born classes attains to that 
highest goal which has as a matter of fact 


been extolled by the Lord (on many an 
occasion in the past). (63) 


Rsi vat warfare | 
‘aval ARRE a ws: EAT UTA S% N 
Having studied this Purana a Brahmana 
bids fair to attain true insight into the truth; 
a Ksatriya, sovereignty over the whole earth 
with the oceans for its girdle; a Vaiśya, the 
position of Kubera (the lord of treasures); 
while a Sudra is absolved from all sins. 
(64) 


uhufsdtsqre PINE WER 
Sri Hari, the Ruler of all, who is capable 
of destroying the entire mass of impurities 
of the Kali age, is not certainly sung 
elsewhere so frequently. In this work, 
however, that Lord appearing in all forms 
Stands celebrated at every step through 
relevant episodes. t (65) 
TASS TTA 
Wigeakatranrensitary | 


daanan aA eg N 


| bow to that birthless and infinite Lord 
Visnu, the true principle of consciousness, 
whose own potencies in the form of Rajas, 
Sattva and Tamas are responsible for the 
appearance, continuance and dissolution 
of the universe and whose glorification is 
hardly known even to the lords of spheres 
like Brahma (the birthless creator), Indra 
and Lord Siva! (66) 


: ta MWA- 
amna 
suaa rA 
gara W: UMATA N GON 
Hail to the eternal Lord, the foremost of 
all the gods, whose true nature consists of 
absolute consciousness and who has evolved 
in His own Self—through the instrumentality 
of His nine potencies (in the shape of Prakrti, 
Purusa, the Mahat-tattva, Ahankara and 
the five Tanmatras), strengthened by 
Himself—an abode (for Himself) in the form 
of the inanimate and animate creation. (67) 


wat 


l 

Wg $ 7 
miae SATE ASR g Ut 
| bow to the celebrated sage Suka, the 
son of Vyasa, whose mind is ever full in the 
realization of his own blissful character and 
who has thereby abandoned the thought 
of another i.e., the notion of diversity, 
nevertheless whose firmness was shaken 
by the charming stories of the invincible 
Lord Visnu and who graciously dilated upon 
the Bhagavata-Purana connected with Him, 
which reveals the highest truth, and as 
such wipes out the suffering of all. (68) 


Sta RARA Herr WAE GRAA STH) SITET OE AMT GIRS ATT: N 82 I 


Thus ends the twelfth discourse entitled “A Synopsis of all the twelve Skandhas,” 
in Book Twelve of the great and glorious Bhagavata-Purana, 
otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita. 


— oo 


AA AAS SAT: 


Discourse XIII 
The extent of the on Puranas and the glory of the Bhagavata 


aero: a m 
a am: | 


a2: aguendaraantatd 
arafa war uaa a AÀ 
RATT PS: T SATA TA TA: N g N 

Sita began again: Hail to the glorious 
Lord, whom Brahma (the creator), Varuna 
(the god presiding over the waters), Indra 
(the chief of gods), Rudra (the god of 
destruction), the Maruts (the wind-gods) extol 
through heavenly hymns; whom the chanters 
of the Samaveda glorify by means of the 
Vedas including the Angas or branches of 
knowledge auxilary to the study of the 
Vedas (viz., phonetics, grammar, prosody, 
astronomy, etymology and Kalpa or the 
branch of knowledge prescribing the ritual 
and giving rules for ceremonial and sacrificial 
acts), their analysis into word marking their 
sequence and the Upanisads; whom the 
Yogis perceive with their mind fixed on Him 
through meditation; yet whose whole truth 
neither the hosts of gods nor of the demons 
are able to know ! (1) 
GS MATa MAT SAT 
faat: aapa: Yara: Ud T: | 
FeRAM aas THUS TAT 
aara a erent amea i 2 N 

May the incoming and outgoing breaths 
of the almighty Lord assuming the form of 
the divine Tortoise—who felt sleepy as a 
result of His being scratched and thereby 
soothed by the ends of the rocks, forming 
part of the colossal Mount Mandara revolving 
on His back, while the ocean was being 
conjointly churned by the gods and the 
demons for the sake of nectar—protect 
you! Responding to the subtle impetus 
communicated by those breaths in the guise 


of the flow-tide and ebb-tide, the constant 
rise and fall of the waters of the ocean 
know no rest till now ! (2) 


Wrote | 
art ares merce moya Frater tl 3 


Now hear from me the number of Slokas 
comprised in each Purana as well as their 
aggregate, the theme and object of this 
work, Srimad Bhagavata, the procedure to 
be followed in gifting a copy of it, the value 
of giving it away as well as of reading it and 
so on. (3) 


The Brahma-Purana comprises ten 
thousand Slokas; the Padma-Purana, fifty- 
five thousand; the Srivisnu-Purana, twenty 
three thousand; the Siva-Purana, twenty- 
four thousand. (4) 
amet simai me usafagtta: | 
HTS Aa AT A A IAA Y N 

The Srimad Bhagavata consists of 
eighteen thousand; the Nārada-Purāņa, of 
twenty-five thousand; the Markandeya- 
Purana, of nine thousand and the Agni- 
Purana, of fifteen thousand and four hundred. 


(5) 
agin viet Carta Sagat al 
amet mAai fagtareta quell 

Even so, the Bhavisya-Purana consists 
of fourteen thousand and five hundred Slokas 
and Brahmavaivarta-Purana, of eighteen 
thousand; while the Linga-Purana comprises 
eleven thousand only. (6 
agfa meg 
Cars yri at Àh ai Sor ATAI 9 Ul 
The Varāha-Purāņa comprises twenty- 
four thousand Slokas; the Skanda-Purana, 
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eighty-one thousand and one hundred; and 
the Vamana-Purana is reputed to consist of 
ten thousand Slokas. (7) 
alg aaerend ei a ANT | 
ai genus gaa quell 
The Kurma-Purana has been declared 
as consisting of seventeen thousand Slokas; 
the Matsya-Purana, of fourteen thousand; 
the Garuda-Purana of nineteen thousand; 
while the Brahmanda-Purana comprises only 
twelve thousand Slokas. (8) 


Va poena sq: | 
WATS TesTaeeat simaa i eu 


In this way, the extent of all the Puranas 
taken together has been declared to be four 
hundred thousand Slokas. Of them, as has 
already been stated, Srimad Bhagavata 
is recognized as consisting of eighteen 
thousand Slokas. (9) 


sé Wiad ud m aioe 
Raama casters Hava ARTT I Lo N 
The Bhagavata-Purana was graciously 
revealed by the almighty Lord for the first 
time to Brahma, the creator, seated on the 


lotus sprung from His navel and afraid of 
transmigration and hence earned the title of 


“Bhagavata”. (10) 
SAILE a Lre Es ATTA | 
BRIG OIC Retort: aa g 


It has been enriched at the beginning, 
in the middle and at the end with legends 
illustrating the glory of Dispassion and has 
been delighting the righteous as well as the 
gods with its nectar-like stories describing 
the pastimes of Lord Sri Hari. (11) 


aidat ae wea | 
maai ates acters gR N 


It has for its theme that one reality 
without a second—which is the sum and 
Substance of all the Upanisads, which are 
the culmination of the Vedas and has been 
Characterized as the oneness of Brahma, 
the Absolute, and the individual soul—and 
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has detachment of the Spirit from Matter as 
its only object. (12) 
wem dota eahteanraa 
carla at mai Barta UAT TAT 83 
He who, on the full moon of the month 
of Bhadrapada (roughly corresponding to 
August of the English calendar) gifts a copy 
of the Bhagavata, placed on a throne of 
gold, attains the highest goal after death. 
(13) 


Tet aah BATON Bat To 
aaa Gad Mares er Tad AN Vv 


The other Puranas spread their lustre in 
an assemblage of the righteous only so 
long as the great and glorious Bhagavata is 
not directly visible. (14) 


adden fe simaa 

AHA ATH APTA CATA: FAFA YG U 
The glorious Bhagavata is surely 

considered to be the cream of the Upanisads. 


A man sated with its nectarine flavour will 
not find delight anywhere else. (15) 


Pert ae Wet Carrey Fa | 
SOTA GM VEY: poA TATU VEU 
It occupies the same pride of place 
among the Puranas as the holy Ganga 
among the rivers, Visnu, the immortal Lord, 


among the gods, and Lord Siva, among the 
votaries of Lord Visnu. (16) 


ATT Va TAU Ba HIgh PTAA | 

aa Urata stented RAT: gon 
Again, Srimad Bhagavata is certrainly 

unexcelled among the Puranic collections in 


the same way, O Brahmana sages ! as Kasi 
is really unsurpassed among holy places. (17) 


arenas Farrar aano eT aA: 1 R N 


The glorious Bhagavata is a faultless 
Purana, which is beloved of the Vaisnavas, 
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nay, in which stands celebrated the one 
supreme Reality, which is all consciousness 
as well as all truth and all bliss, free from all 
impurity in the form of contact with Maya 
and which is the goal of Paramaharnsas 
(ascetics of the highest order). In this Purana 
withdrawal from all activity, coupled with 
spiritual enlightenment, dispassion and 
Devotion, has been expounded. A man 
devoutly listening to it, carefully reading it 
and given to pondering it bids fair to get 
liberated. (18) 


FÀ aa fanbase AIT: TAT 
ARAVA ANAT HAA HOT AAT | 


APTS ASTANA MARTA HTK VAT- 
areas ferret retreat Tet Te eag 2 N 
We meditate on that pure, taintless, 
immortal and highest Reality which is 
untouched by sorrow and by which 
manifested in the form of Lord Narayana 
was graciously brought to light at the 
beginning of creation this matchless lamp of 
wisdom to Brahma (the creator) and as 
Brahma to the celestial sage Narada, as 
Narada to the sage Krsna Vedavyasa and 
as the latter to the sage Suka, the prince 
among the Yogis, and in the form of Suka, 
to King Pariksit, the favoured of the Lord. 
(19) 


area wad mga MA | 
a gi FUT HA Areas YANA I Ro tl 


Hail to the celebrated Lord Vasudeva, 
the Witness of all, who for the first time 
taught this Purana out of grace to Brahma, 
who was keen to get liberated. (20) 


Aia ATA a TRAAUTT | 
amadis at farsa R N 


Hail to the sage Śuka, that prince among 
the Yogis, the revealer of Brahma, who 
redeemed King Pariksit, the favoured of 
Lord Visnu, bitten by the serpent in the form 
of fear of rebirth. (21) 


aa wa ger afm: aAa STAC | 
aa HOT TAM Aree AT Te: WAT RR N 
Pray, so ordain, O Ruler of the gods ! 
that devotion to Your feet may sprout in my 
heart in every birth that | may have to take; 
for You are our protector, O Lord ! (22) 
qeg A NÅN 
wA gam TT aT RAN RRN, 
| salute Sri Hari (the Dispeller of all 
fears and agony), the Supreme Lord, the 
loud chanting of whose Names is the most | 
efficacious and easiest way to wipe out all | 
sin and respectful salutation to whom 
alleviates all suffering. (23) 


sft of ; > sar ; eee 
BIG À AARIS PATA: I 83 Il 


Thus ends the thirteenth discourse in Book Twelve of the great and glorious 
Bhdgavata-Purana, otherwise known as the Paramahamsa-Samhita, 
composed by sage Vedavyasa and consisting of eighteen thousand Slokas. 


i gA gen: Tare: WT: N 


END OF BOOK TWELVE 


